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UNITED STATES DISTRICT COURT 
SOUTHERN DISTRICT OF FLORIDA 

Case No. 22-20164-CR-MARTINEZ/BECERRA 

18 u.s.c. § 371 
18 U.S.C. § 981(a)(l)(C) 

UNITED STATES OF AMERICA 

vs. 

JHONNATAN TEODORO MARIN SANGUINO, 

Defendant. 
I 

INFORMATION 

The United States charges that: 

GENERAL ALLEGATIONS 

At all times relevant to this Information: 

RELEVANT INDIVIDUALS AND ENTITIES 

FfLEoi:iv . KS o.c: 

Apr 21, 2022 

ANG.ELA E .. '· NOBLE 
CLERKU.S: Dl~"'T- CJ_ 
S,.D, DFfLA .. - MIAMI 

1. Petr6leos de Venezuela, S.A. ("PDVSA"), was the state-owned and state-controlled 

oil company of Venezuela. PDVSA and its subsidiaries and affiliates were responsible for the 

exploration, production, refining, transportation, and trade in energy resources in Venezuela and 

provided funding for other operations of the Venezuelan government. PDVSA's officers and 

employees were "public officials" as that term is used under Venezuelan law. 

2. PDVSA entered into joint ventures with foreign oil companies in the oil-rich 

Orinoco belt in Venezuela to leverage the expertise of the foreign oil companies (collectively, the 

"PDVSA Subsidiaries"). PDVSA maintained a majority stake in, and controlled, the PDVSA 

Subsidiaries, and that control extended to the procurement process. Employees and officers of 



the PDVSA subsidiaries were "public officials" as that term is used under Venezuelan law. The 

PDVSA Subsidiaries included, among others, the following entities: 

a. Petrocedefio S.A. ("Petrocedefio") was a joint venture between two European 

oil companies and PDVSA. 

b. Petropiar S.A. ("Petropiar") was a joint venture between an oil company in the 

United States and PDVSA. 

c. Petromonagas S.A. (''Petromonagas") was a joint venture between a Russian 

oil company and PDVSA. 

d. Petrolera Sinovensa S.A. ("Sinovensa") was a joint venture between a Chinese 

oil company and PDVSA. 

e. Petromiranda S.A. ("Petromiranda") was a joint venture between five Russian 

oil companies that make up a consortium and PDVSA. 

3. Defendant JHONNATHAN TEODORO MARIN SANGUINO was a citizen of 

Venezuela. JHONNATHAN TEODORO MARIN SANGUINO served as mayor ofGuanta, a 

port city in the Orinoco belt of Venezuela from in or around 2008 until in or around 2017, and 

therefore was a "public official" as that term is used under Venezuelan law. JHONNATHAN 

TEODORO MARIN SANGUINO also owned and controlled Marin Company 1, a company that 

maintained a bank account in the Southern District of Florida. 

4. Co-Conspirators 1 and 2 were contractors who obtained contracts with the PDVSA 

Subsidiaries. Co-Conspirators 1 and 2 both maintained bank accounts for their companies in the 

Southern District of Florida 

5. Venezuelan Officials 1 and 2 were senior officials at the PDVSA Subsidiaries and 

were "public officials" as that term is used under Venezuelan law. 
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COUNT 1 

CONSPIRACY TO COMMIT MONEY LAUNDERING 

From in or around 2013, and continuing through in or around 2018, in the Southern District 

of Florida, and elsewhere, the defendant, 

JHONNATHAN TEODORO MARIN SANGUINO, 

did knowingly and voluntarily, that is, with the intent to further the object of the conspiracy, 

combine, conspire, confederate, and agree with others known and unknown to the United States, 

including, but not limited to, Co-Conspirators 1 and 2 and Venezuelan Officials 1 and 2, to commit 

offenses against the United States, namely: 

a. to knowingly conduct a financial tran~action, which involved the proceeds of 

specified unlawful activity, knowing that the property involved in the financial transaction 

represented the proceeds of some form of unlawful activity, and with the intent to promote the 

carrying on of specified unlawful activity, namely, an offense against a foreign nation, specifically 

Venezuela, .involving bribery of a public official, and the misappropriation, theft, and 

embezzlement of public funds by and for the benefit of a public official, as provided by Title 18, 

United States Code, Section 1956( c )(7)(B)(iv), in violation of Title 18, United States Code, Section 

1956(a)(l)(A)(i); 

b. to knowingly conduct a financial transaction, which involved the proceeds of 

specified unlawful activity, knowing the property involved in the financial transaction represented 

the proceeds of some form of unlawful activity, and knowing that the transaction was designed in 

whole and in part to conceal and disguise the nature, the location, the source, the ownership, and 

the control of the proceeds of said specified unlawful activity, namely an offense against a foreign 

nation, specifically Venezuela, involving bribery of a public official, and the misappropriation, 
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theft, and embezzlement of public funds by and for the benefit of a public official, as provided by 

Title 18, United States Code, Section 1956(c)(7)(B)(iv), in violation of Title 18, United States 

Code, Section 1956(a)(l)(B)(i); and 

c. to knowingly transport, transmit, and transfer a monetary instrument and funds 

from a place in the United States to and through a place outside the United States, and to a place 

in the United States from and through a place outside the United States, with the intent to promote 

the carrying on of specified unlawful activity, namely, an offense against a foreign nation, 

specifically Venezuela, involving bribery of a public official, and the misappropriation, theft, and 

embezzlement of public funds by and for the benefit of a public official, as provided by Title 18, 

United States Code, Section 1956( c )(7)(B)(iv), in violation of Title 18, United States Code, Section 

1956(a)(2)(A). 

PURPOSE OF THE CONSPIRACY 

The purpose of the conspiracy was for JHONNATHAN TEODORO MARIN 

SANGUINO and his co-conspirators to obtain contracts and other business advantages with the 

PDVSA Subsidiaries through corruption and bribery and to engage in financial transactions that 

promoted the corrupt scheme and that concealed and disguised the nature, the source, the 

ownership, and the control of the proceeds of their criminal offenses. 

MANNER AND MEANS OF THE CONSPIRACY 

The manner and means by which JHONNATHAN TEODORO MARIN SANGUINO 

and his co-conspirators sought to accomplish the purpose of the conspiracy included, among other 

things, the following, while in the Southern District of Florida and elsewhere. 

1. JHONNATHAN TEODORO MARIN SANGUINO agreed with others, 

including Co-Conspirators 1 and 2, to pay bribes for the benefit of Venezuelan Officials 1 and 2 

4 



in exchange for their assistance in obtaining contracts and payments for companies controlled by 

Co-Conspirators 1 and 2 from the PDVSA Subsidiaries. 

2. JHONNATHAN TEODORO MARIN SANGUINO improperly used his official 

position in the Venezuelan government to influence officials at the PDVSA Subsidiaries to award 

contracts to Co-Conspirator 1 's companies. 

3. As a result of JHONNATHAN TEODORO MARIN SANGUNIO's improper 

influence of officials at the PDVSA Subsidiaries and the bribery scheme involving Venezuelan 

Officials 1 and 2, Co-Conspirator 1 's companies received tens of millions of dollars in payments 

on contracts from the PDVSA Subsidiaries into bank accounts in South Florida. To promote the 

illegal bribery scheme, Co-Conspirator 1 wire transferred proceeds obtained from these contracts 

with the PDVSA Subsidiaries to bank accounts controlled and maintained by MARIN in the 

United States, as·well as to bank accounts for the benefit of Venezuela Officials 1 and 2. 

4. JHONNATHAN TEODORO MARIN SANGUINO and his co-conspirators, 

agreed to conceal, and did in fact conceal, the nature, source, ownership, and control of the bribes 

paid, and caused to be paid, by Co-Conspirators 1 and 2 and others by directing that the bribe 

payments be made to and from bank accounts in and outside of the United States to bank accounts 

in and outside of the United States held in the name of shell companies and third parties. 

OVERT ACTS 

In furtherance of the conspiracy, and to accomplish the purpose thereof, JHONNATHAN 

TEODORO MARIN SANGUINO and his co-conspirators committed and caused to be 
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committed, in the Southern District of Florida and elsewhere, at least one of the following overt 

acts, among others: 

1. On or about January 5, 2015, JHONNATHAN TEODORO MARIN caused Co-

Conspirator 2 to wire transfer approximately $100,000 from a bank account of Co-Conspirator 2 

in Panama to a bank account of Marin Company 1 in Miami, Florida. 

2. On or about December 20, 2016, JHONNATHAN TEODORO MARIN 

SANGUINO caused Co-Conspirator 1 to wire transfer approximately $250,000 from a bank 

account of Co-Conspirator 1 in Miami, Florida to a bank account of a relative of MARIN in 

Miami, Florida. 

3. On or about December 21, 2016, JHONNATHAN TEODORO MARIN 

SANGUINO and Co-Conspirator 1 sent wire transfers totaling approximately $1,209,956 from a 

bank account of Co-Conspirator 1 in Miami, Florida to a bank account in Panama for the benefit 

of Venezuelan Officials 1 and 2. 

4. On or about January 2, 2018, JHONNATHAN TEODORO MARIN 

SANGUINO caused Co-Conspirator 1 to wire_ transfer approximately $15,000 from a bank 

account of Co-Conspirator 1 in the United States to a bank account of Marin Company 1 in Miami, 

Florida. 

All in violation of Title 18, United States Code, Section 371. 

FORFEITURE 
(18 U.S.C. § 981(a)(l)(C)) 

1. The allegations contained in the Information are re-alleged and incorporated by 

reference as though fully set forth herein for the purpose of alleging forfeiture to the United States 
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of certain property in which the defendant, JHONNATHAN TEODORO MARIN SANGUINO, 

has an interest. 

2. Upon conviction of a conspiracy to commit a violation of Title 18, United States 

Code, Section 1956(a), as alleged in this Information, the defendant, JHONNATHAN 

TEODORO MARIN SANGUINO, shall forfeit to the United States all property, real or personal, 

which constitutes or is derived from proceeds traceable to such offense, pursuant to Title 18, 

United States Code, Section 98l(a)(l)(C). 

3. The property subject to forfeiture includes, but is not limited to (a) a forfeiture 

money judgment in an amount equal to the amount of proceeds traceable to the violation; and (b) 

directly forfeitable property. 

4. If any of the property subject to forfeiture, as a result of any act or omission of the 

defendant: 

a. cannot be located upon the exercise of due diligence; 

b. has been transferred or sold to, or deposited with, a third party; 

c. has been placed beyond the jurisdiction of the court; 

d. has been substantially diminished in value; or 

e. has been commingled with other property which cannot be divided without 
difficulty. 

the United States shall be entitled to the forfeiture of substitute property under the provisions of 

Title 21, United States Code, Section 853(p). 
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All pursuant to Title 18, United States Code, Section 981(a)(l)(C), and the procedures set 

forth in Title 21, United States Code, Section 853, as incorporated by Title 28, United States Code, 

S~on2~ • 

~ONJN ALEZ fa 
UNITED STATES ATTORNEY 
SOUTHERN DISTRICT OF FLORIDA 

By: 1'~ f/1. Jf----
1., r MICHAEL N. BERGER 

ASSISTANT UNITED STATES ATTORNEY 
SOUTHERN DISTRICT OF FLORIDA 

JOSEPH S. BEEMSTERBOER, 
ACTING CHIEF, FRAUD SECTION 
CRIMINAL DIVISION 
U.S. DEPARTMENT OF JUSTICE 

c_ 

By: ~ 1A- y--
c.,,,,,, ALEXANDER KRAMER 

TRIAL ATTORNEY, FRAUD SECTION 
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