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Shortly after beginning my first job as a line attorney at the Department of Justice 
nearly 35 years ago, I discovered that I had been given a once-in-a-lifetime 
opportunity.  I had the chance to be part of a highly skilled and motivated group of 
extraordinary men and women who were reaffirming our Nation’s founding 
principles of liberty, equality, and security; helping to shape America’s future; and 
taking innovative and collaborative steps to protect our fellow citizens. 

Today, as Attorney General, I have the privilege of leading this great organization.  
As I look toward the future, I am focusing our actions in four key areas to fulfill 
one core mission:  protecting the American people.  First and foremost, we will 

protect Americans from terrorism and other threats to national security, both at home and abroad.  Second, we 
will protect Americans from the violent crimes that have ravaged too many communities, devastated too many 
families, and stolen too many promising futures.  Third, we will protect Americans from the financial fraud that 
devastates consumers, siphons taxpayer dollars, weakens our markets, and impedes our ongoing economic 
recovery.  And, finally, we will protect those most in need of our help – our children; the elderly; victims of 
hate crimes, human trafficking, and exploitation; and those who cannot speak out or stand up for themselves. 

The Department’s strategic goals reflect the above four key areas of focus.  Our goals are:  Strategic Goal 1, 
Prevent Terrorism and Promote the Nation’s Security Consistent with the Rule of Law;  Strategic Goal 2, 
Prevent Crime, Protect the Rights of the American People, and Enforce Federal Law; and Strategic Goal 3, 
Ensure and Support the Fair, Impartial, Efficient, and Transparent Administration of Justice at the Federal, 
State, Local, Tribal, and International Levels.  These three goals provide the framework that supports my 
priorities. 

This Strategic Plan highlights our efforts to support all of these priorities in our multiple roles as law enforcer; 
litigator; and partner with state, local, tribal, and international governments.  It describes our strategies for 
protecting our people from terrorists; our citizens, institutions, and environment from harm; and all individuals 
involved in the judicial process – including those housed in our prisons – from danger and fear. 

It is through the commitment to justice by the individuals who make up this organization that I envision future 
generations of Americans continuing to enjoy the freedoms and opportunities that our forefathers sought.  This 
Plan describes our contribution to helping this great democracy continue to develop and flourish.  But we are 
not finished.  As we consider where we must go from here, I am reminded of the words 35 years ago of my first 
boss and one of my heroes, Attorney General Edward Levi, “the agenda of the Department is inevitably 
unfinished…[and] is also always boundless.” 

 

Eric H. Holder, Jr. 

 
 
 

A MESSAGE FROM THE ATTORNEY GENERAL 


	Goal 2: Prevent Crime, Protect the Rights of the American People, and Enforce Federal Law
	Strategic Goal 1:
	Prevent Terrorism and Promote the Nation’s Security Consistent with the Rule of Law
	Objective 1.1:  Prevent, disrupt, and defeat terrorist operations before they occur by integrating intelligence and law enforcement efforts to achieve a coordinated response to terrorist threats
	Strengthen partnerships with federal, state, local, and tribal government agencies and foreign partners to prevent, deter, and respond to terrorist incidents
	Objective 1.2: Prosecute those involved in terrorist acts
	Objective 1.3: Investigate and prosecute espionage activity against the United States, strengthen partnerships with potential targets of intelligence intrusions, and proactively prevent insider threats
	Objective 1.4: Combat cyber-based threats and attacks through the use of all available tools, strong private-public partnerships, and the investigation and prosecution of cyber threat actors
	The cyber threat demands ready and fluid means of sharing information and coordinating actions.  To successfully investigate and disrupt cyber threats, the Department must be creative and forward-looking in its approach, considering what kinds of tool...
	Develop and implement national cyber policies
	To keep pace with the unique challenges of the evolving cyber threat, the Department will need to: hire, recruit, and train additional cyber-skilled professionals; prioritize disruption of cyber threats to the national security through the use of the ...

	Strategic Goal 2:
	Prevent Crime, Protect the Rights of the American People, and Enforce Federal Law
	Objective 2.1:  Combat the threat, incidence, and prevalence of violent crime by leveraging strategic partnerships to investigate, arrest, and prosecute violent offenders and illegal firearms traffickers
	Objective 2.2:  Prevent and intervene in crimes against vulnerable populations and uphold the rights of, and improve services to, America’s crime victims
	Objective 2.3:  Disrupt and dismantle major drug trafficking organizations to combat the threat, trafficking, and use of illegal drugs and diversion of licit drugs
	Objective 2.4:  Investigate and prosecute corruption, economic crimes, and transnational organized crime
	Objective 2.5:  Promote and protect American civil rights by preventing and prosecuting discriminatory practices
	Objective 2.6:  Protect the federal fisc and defend the interests of the United States
	Support competitive markets by enforcing antitrust laws
	Support efforts to protect the environment and natural resources
	Defend the Federal Government against challenges to its jurisdiction and authority, and defend the constitutionality of statutes passed by Congress

	Strategic Goal 3:
	Ensure and Support the Fair, Impartial, Efficient, and Transparent Administration of Justice at the Federal, State, Local, Tribal, and International Levels
	Objective 3.1:  Promote and strengthen relationships and strategies for the administration of justice with law enforcement agencies, organizations, prosecutors, and defenders through innovative leadership and programs
	Objective 3.2:  Protect judges, witnesses, and other participants in federal proceedings by anticipating, deterring, and investigating threats of violence
	Objective 3.6:  Prevent and respond to genocide and mass atrocities and ensure that perpetrators of such crimes are held accountable in the United States and, if appropriate, their home countries
	Assist foreign and international efforts to investigate and prosecute the perpetrators of genocide and mass atrocities
	Objective 3.7:  Adjudicate all immigration cases promptly and impartially in accordance with due process
	Objective 3.8:  Strengthen the government-to-government relationship between tribes and the United States, improve public safety in Indian Country, and honor treaty and trust responsibilities through consistent, coordinated policies, activities, and l...




