
NA.TION~t\L COl\1J\!IISSION 
ON FORENSIC SCIENCE 
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National Institute 
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Electronic Netivorking of Medical Examiner and 

Coroner Offices in the l.:-nited States 


Subcommittee 
Recommendation from the Subcommittee on Medicolegal Death Investigation. 

Type of Work Product 
Policy Recommendation. 

Recommen d a t ion 

The National Commission on Forensic Science requests that the IO-ttorney General of the United States 
approve policy that recommends the implementation of an electronic communication network for a ll 
medical examiner and coroner offices in the United States, to be developed and implemented by 201i1 in 
conjunction with the Centers for Disease Control and Prevention and other federal agencies with 

interest in medicolegal death invest igation. 

Recommended Implementation Strategy 
The National Inst itute of Just ice and CDC would establish and fun~ a Working Group in 2015 to prepare 

a specific plan to develop a Medical Examiner and Coroner Electronic Information Network {MECIN). 

The working group would include at least one representative from each of the following, including a 
sufficient number of members from the medical examiner and coroner communities: 

• National Association of Medical Examiners 
• International Association of Coroners and Medical Examiners 

• The National Institute of Just ice 



 
 

  

 

Features and Functions
 

• Controlled dissemination of information 
• Controlled responses to user inquiries 
• A repository for important documents 
• Announcements of  grant and funding opportunities
 
• Facilitation of research 
• Controlled access to an ME/C Directory 
• Accessibility to all ME/Cs 
• Controlled access to the system 
• User registration, verification, and updating 
• A stable, permanent email address system 
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The email addresses would be permanent on 
not change if the individual coroner or ME 
changes.  

mailto:Coroner@al.calhoun.mecin.us
mailto:ME@ga.fulton.mecin.us
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About 10 People 

Proposed Working Group 

http://www.abmdi.org/
http://www.abmdi.org/


 

 

 

 

 

 

Working Group Duties
 

•	 Review/Refine system goals 

•	 Modify working group membership if needed 

•	 Identify a parent entity to administer/manage the system
 
•	 Develop a plan to ensure internet and email access for all 

ME/Cs 

•	 Determine how information would be controlled and 
disseminated 

•	 Identify initial and ongoing funding and support sources 

•	 Plan so that federal restrictions on communication are not 
an obstacle to system utility 
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Estimated Costs
 
Task Frequency Estimated Cost 

Initial 2 3 day meeting of working group One time $10,000 

Email server system hardware and software One time 2,500 

Collection and entry of email addresses and standard email addresses One time $50,000 

Development of on line database and email server system One time $50,000 

Overhead One Time $17,000 

One-time costs $129,500 

Data storage Ongoing 200/year* 

IT Support and Help Desk Ongoing 12,000/year 

System and user management (1 FTE) Ongoing 50,000/year 

Ongoing Costs $62,200/year 

* This would increase slightly with time.
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Prototype 

2 ways to receive information: 

1) Log into MECIN and  read  emails on-line 

2)  Divert emails sent to at the MECIN 
address to a preferred email addr ess. 

www.mecin.us 

ME@ga.fulton.mecin.us randy.hanzlick@fultoncountyga.gov >> 

http:www.mecin.us
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A Comparison
 



MEDICAL ExAMINER/CORONER INFORMATION NETWORK 
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