
Office of the Assistant Attorney General 

The Honorable Kamala Harris 
President 
United States Senate 
Washington, DC 20510 

Dear Madam President: 

U.S. Department of Justice 

Office of Legislative Affairs 

Washington, D.C. 20530 

On July 17, 2020, this office submitted a report in accordance with sections 107 and 502 
of the Foreign Intelligence Surveillance Act of 1978 (the Act), as amended, 50 U.S.C. § 1801 et 
seq., and section 118 of USA PATRIOT Improvement and Reauthorization Act of 2005, as 
amended. The report is attached. The report provided information regarding, among other things, 
certain requests made by the Federal Bureau oflnvestigation (FBI) pursuant to national security 
letter (NSL) authorities in calendar year 2019. This office recently discovered a typographical 
error in the report. The report stated the FBI had reported it made 19,601 NSL requests for 
information concerning only subscriber information for United States persons and non-United 
States persons. The correct number should have been 19,061. This letter serves as a correction to 
the July 17, 2020 report. 

We apologize for the error. Please do not hesitate to contact this office if we may provide 
additional assistance regarding this or any other matter. 

Sincerely, 

~ 
Slade Bond 
Deputy Assistant Attorney General 



-Office of the Assistant Attorney General· 

The Honorable Michael R. Pence 
Presideli.t 
United States Senate 
Washington, DC 20510 

Dear Mr. President: 

U.S. Department of Justice 

Office of Legislative Affairs 

Washington, D.C. 20530 

• JUL 1 7 2020 

. . 

This report is submitted in accordance with sections 107 and 502 of the Foreign 
Intelligence Surveillance Act of1978 (the "Act"), as amended, 50 U .. S.C: § 1801 et seq., and . 
section 118 of USA PATRIOT Improvement and Reauthorization Act of 2005, as amended, 
This report provides infotmation regarding: (1) all final, filed applications made by the : 
Government during calendar year 2019 for authority to conduct electronic surveillance and/or 
physical search for foreign intelligence purposes under the Act; (2) all final, filed applications 

•. made by the Government during calendar year 2019 for access to certain business records 
(including the production of tangible things) for foreign intelligence purposes; and (3) c~ 

. requests made by the Federal Bureau of Investigation (FBI} pursuant to National Security Letter 
authorities. • • • • • 

In addition to reporting statistics b8$ed on the number of final, filed applications this .• 
report also iii.eludes statistics published by the Directqr of the Administrative Office· of the 
United States Courts (AOUSC). TheAOUSC reports the mimber of proposed applications rather 
than the ni.u:hberoffinal, filed applications. Rule 9(a) of the Foreign Intelligence Surveillance . 

• Court Rules of Procedure requires the Government to submit proposed applications at least seven 
days before the Government seeks to have a matter en~rtained by the Foreign Intelligence 
Surveillance Court {FISC or Court). Modifications or Withdrawals of applications may occur 
between the filili.g ofa proposed application and the filing of a final application for a variety of 
r~ons, includilig the Government modifying a proposed application in response to questions or 
concerns raised by the Court. The statistics prepared by the AOUSC, which use the number of 
proposed applications rather than final, filed applications as their baseline, reflect this robust 
interaction between the Government and the Court, and thus are .included herein to provide 
important additional context. The AOUSC Director's full repprt is av,rilable on the AOUSC 
website. · • • • • • • 
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Applications Made to the Foreign Intelligence Surveillance Court During Calendar Year 
2019 (section 107 of the Act, 50 U.S.C. § 1807) 

During calendiir yeai 2019, the .Government filed 848 final applications to the FISC for 
authority to conduct electronic surveillance and/or physical searches for foreign intelligence 
plirposes .. The 848 applications include applications made solely for electronic surveillance, . 

. applications made solely for physical search, 'and combined applications requesting authority for 
electronic surveillance and physical search. Of the 848 applications filed requesting authority to 
conduct electronic surveiliance and/or physical search, the FISC denied one final, filed • 

• application requesting physical search only .• • • • 

Of the 848 final, filed applications, 832 applications included requests for authority to 
conduct elec1;ronic surveillance. None of the applications requesting authority to conduct 

. electronic surveillance were .withdrawn by the Goveniment. The FISC did hot deny any of these 

. final, filed applications in whole or in part.· The FlSC made modifications to the proposed orders. 
in 59 final, filed ·applications requesting authority to conduct electronic surveillance. Thus, the 

• FISC approved collection activity in a total of 832 of the applications that.included requests for 
authority to· conduct electronic surveillance .. • • • • • • 

The AO USC, applying the ~ethodology .outlined above, has reported that the FISC 
received 863 proposed applications in 20 l 9 for authority to conduct electronic surveillance 
and/or physical searches forforeignintelligence purposes. The AOUSC reported that 586 

.· proposed orders were granted as filed, 224 proposed orders were granted as modified, 37 
proposed applications. were granted in part and denied in part, and Hi proposed applications were 
demed in full. . As noted above, the AO USC statistics include modifications made to proposed . • 
orders between the filing ofthe proposed.application and the final application, as well as . 
proposed applications withdrawn by the Governmen,t in full or in part after being 11dvised that the 
Court would not grant the proposed application as initially submitted by the Government. • • 

During calendar year 2019, the total number of persons t!lrgeted for orders for electronic . 
• surveillance was between.500 .and 999. · The aggregate number .of United States persons wgeted • . 
• for orders for electronic sutveilla:ncewas between zero and 499. • • 

Applications for Access to Certain Business ;Records (Including the Production ~fTangible 
Things) Made During Calendar Year 2019 (section 502 of the Act, 50 U.s.c .. § 1862(c)(l)) 

During calendar year 2019, the Government filed .6 J final applications to the FISC for 
access to certain business records (including the production of tangible things) for foreign ·• 
intelligence purposes: The FISC d.id not deny, in whole or iii part, any.such final, filed 
application by.the Government during calendar year 2019 .. The FISC modified the proposed . 

• orders subrnitt1Jd withfour final applications for 11ccess to.business records. 
• . . . . . . .· . . 

The AO USC, applying the methodology outfued 11bove, has reported that the FISC • • • 
received 63 proposed applications for access to certain business records (including the·. • 
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production of tangible things) for foreign intelligence purposes. In these matters, the AOUSC 
reported that 3 9 proposed orders were granted as filed, 21 proposed orders were granted as 

• modified, one proposed order was granted in part and denied in part, and two proposed 
applications were denied iii full. • 

. . . . .. 

All final, filed applications identified a ;,specific selection teim" as.defined. in 50 U.S.C. § 
1861(k). Section 1862( c )(1 )(C) requires the government to report the total number of 
applications in which the specific selection temi does not specifically identify an individual, 

. account, or personal device. Thirty-one final, filed applications did not specifipally identify an . 
individual, account, or personal device as the specific selection term.1 The FISC ,:nodified the· 
proposed order in one.of these applications for acc~ss to business records. Separately, the FISC. 
did not direct additional, particularized minimization.procedures beyond those adopted pursuant 

• to section 186l(g) to the proposed orders in applications made by the Government. • 

Requests Made for Certain Information Pursuant to National Security Letter Authorities ..•• 
During Calendar Year 2019 (USA PATRIOT Improvement and Reauthorization Act of 2005, • 

. Pub. L. No. 109-177 (2006)) 

Pursuant to Section 118 of the USA PA TRI OT Improvement and Reauthorization Act, 
Pub .. L 109-177 (2006), as amended, the Department of Justice provides Congress with annual 
reports regarding requests made by the FBI pursuant to the National Security Letter (NSL) 

.· a,µthorities provided in 12.U.S.C: § 3414, 15 U,S.C. § 1681u, f5 U.S.C. §1681:v, 18 U.S.C. § 
. 2709, and 50 U.S.C. § 436. • 

. The Fl3I reports it made 8,557 NSL requests2 ( excluding requests for subscriber 
information only) in2019 for information concerning United States persons. These sought 
information pertainilig to 3,643 differ~nt United States persons.3 • 

• : ,·Notably, the definition.of "specific selection term" for obtaining an order for \he production of tangible things is "a. • 
term that specifka!li identifies a person, account, address, or personal device, or any other specifiq identifier," 50 
U.S.C. § 186l(k), whereas the definition .of "specific selection term'' for the reportiog requirement encompasses a·. 
smaller group of terms, to include only ''an individual, account, or personal device," 50 U.S.C. • § 1862( c )(I )(C). 
Thus, the reporting requirement does.not mandatefaclusion hi this statistic of certain requests that otherwise meet · 

. the definition ofspecific selection term in50 U.S.C'. § 1861(k) .. For example, the reporting requireinent.d.oes not 
. . mandate inclusion of requests• in which the specific selection term was an "address." · • 

. . . . . . . . 
2 In the course cif compiling its. NSL statistics, the FBI relies on the information avai[able in its systems at the time 
of compilation. On occasion,. the number ofNSL requests provided in this report as an annual tally may not be the 
.same as the~uni ofthe.nuinbers reported in the Department's two semiannual reports. Generally; the differences are 

• the result of NSL requests withdrawn ( e.g. nQt served on a provider) after the semiannual numbers were .taJ]ied. . • 
Altha.ugh the final annual numbers may differ from the semiannual. numbers, each is an accurate representation of 
the /gtafoumbernfNSL requests at the time the NSLs were counted. • • 

3 In the course of compiling its NSL statistics, the FBI ,:nay o-i;er-report the number ofU:nited States persons about· 
. whom it obtained infonnation using NSLs. For example, ·NSLs.tliat fil'\' issued concerning the sanie U.S. person and.· 
that include different spellings of the U.S. person's name would be counted as sepllrl!ie U.S. persons, .and NSLs. · 
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The FBI reports it made 35,848 NSL.requests4 (excluding requests for subscriber 
information only) in 2019 for information concerning non-United States persons. These sought 
information pertaining to 11,383 different.non-United States persons. 5 • . . . . 

The FBI reports it made. i9,601 NSL requests6 subscriber information for United States 
• persons and non°United· States persons. These sought information pertaining to. 4,490 persons. 7 

. We hope that this information is helpful. Please do not hesitate to contact-this office if 
we may provide additional assistance regarding this or any other matter. 

tep nE. Boyd 
Assistant Attorney General 

issued under two different types of.NSL auth~rities concercing the same U.S. person would be counted as two D.S .. 
• persons. • • 

• 
4

• In the course of compiling i~ NSL statistics, the FBI relies on the information available in its systems at th~ time 
of compilation. On occasion,. the number.of NSL requests provided.in this report as an annual tally may riot .be the 

. sEµile as the snm of the numbers reported in.the Department's two semiannual reports. :Generally, the differences are 
the result ofNSL requests withdrawn (e.g. not served on a provider) after the .semiannual numbers were tallied. 

• • Although the final annual numbers may differ from the semiannual numbers, each is an accurate .representation of 
the tota) number ofNSL-requests at the tim.e the NSLs were tounted. • • • 

'In tne course of compiling its NSL statistics; the FBI may ove~sreport the number of non-United States persons 
about whoQJ. it obtained information usinii-NSLs. For example;NsLs.that ate issued concerning the sal1)e-non-U.S. 
·person l!lld that include different spellings;ofthe non,u.s. person's name would be counted as separate non.U.S. 
persons, and NSLs issued under two different types ofNSL _authorities concermng the same nori.-U.S. person WOl\ld 

.. be counte_das two non-U.S. p_ersons. •. • 

• 
6 In the course of compiling. its NSL statistics, the FBI relies on the informatio_n available in its systems at tlie time of 

. compilation. Orr occasion, the number ofNSL requests provided in this report as an annual tally may not be the • 
same as the sum of the numbers. reported in the _Departinent's two semiannual reports. Generally, the differences are 
the result ofNSL.requests withdrawn ( e.g. not served on a provider) after the semiannual numbers were tallied. 

• Although the final ·annual numbers may differ from the semiannual numbers, Oll!>h is an accurate representation of 
. the total number ofNSL requests at the time the NSLs were counted .. 

7 Because Congtess _h,u; ;ecognized that ihe FBI ~ically knows little aboµt the user of a facility when requests for 
oniy subscriber irtforination are made, Section l 1_8(c)(:Z)(Ii) does not require the number of requests· for NSLs . • 
seeking only subscriber information to be broken .down to identify the number of requests related to United States 
persons and non-United States persons; See Section 118(c)(2)(B), USA Patriot Act Improvement and 
Reautliorization Act of2005;Pub .. L. No. 109-177, 120 Stat 217 (2006), as amended. • 



Office of the Assistant Attorney General 

The Honorable Michael Johnson 
Speaker 
U.S. House of Representatives 
Washington, DC 20515 

Dear Mr. Speaker: 

U.S. Department of Justice 

Office of Legislative Affairs 

Washington, D.C. 20530 

On July 17, 2020, this office submitted a report in accordance with sections 107 and 502 
of the Foreign Intelligence Surveillance Act of 1978 (the Act), as amended, 50 U.S.C. § 1801 et 
seq., and section 118 of USA PA TRI OT Improvement and Reauthorization Act of 2005, as 
amended. The report is attached. The report provided information regarding, among other things, 
certain requests made by the Federal Bureau ofinvestigation (FBI) pursuant to national security 
letter (NSL) authorities in calendar year 2019. This office recently discovered a typographical 
error in the report. The report stated the FBI had reported it made 19,601 NSL requests for 
information concerning only subscriber information for United States persons and non-United 
States persons. The correct number should have been 19,061. This letter serves as a correction to 
the July 17, 2020 report. 

We apologize for the error. Please do not hesitate to contact this office if we may provide 
additional assistance regarding this or any other matter. 

Sincerely, 

~~ 
Slade Bond 
Deputy Assistant Attorney General 



Q/fice of if}e Assistant Attorney General 

. The Honorable Nancy Pelosi 
Speaker of the House 

• U.S. House of Representatives. 
Washlngton,.DC. 20515 

Dear Madam Speaker: 

u;s, Department of Justice 

Office of Legislative Affairs 

Washington, D.C. 20530 

JUL 1 7 2020 

. This report is submitted in accordance with sections 107 and 502 of the Foreign 
Intelligence Surveillance Act of 1978 (the "Act"), as am~nded, 50 U.S.C~ § 1801 et seq., and 
section 118 of USA PATRIOT Improvement and Reauthorization Actof 2005, as amended. 
This report provides information regarding: (1) all final, filed applications made by the • 
Government d)II1llg calendar year 2019 for authority to conductelectronic surveillance and/or 
physical search for foreign. intelligence purposes under the Act; (2) all final, filed applications 
made by the Government during calendar year 2019 for access to certain business records 
(including the production of tangible things) for foreign intelligence purposes; and (3) certain 

• ·requests made by the Federal Bureau of Investigation (FBI) pursuant to National Security Letter 
authorities. • • 

1n additio~ to reporting statistics based on the number of filial, filed applications this· 
report also includes statistics published by the Director of the Administrative Office of the 

. UnitedStates Courts (AO USC). The AO USC reports the number of proposed applications rather 
than the number of final, filed applications. Rule 9(a) ofthe Foreign lntellig~ce Surveillance• 
Co1,111 Rules of Procedure requires the Government to submit proposed applications at lea?t seven 
days before the Governmeri.tseeks to.have .a matter entertained by the Foreign Intelligence . 
Surveillance.Court (FISC or Court). Modifications or withdrawals ofapplicatlonsmay occur 

. between the filing ofa proposed application and the filing ofa final application for a variety of . 
reasons, including the Government modifying a proposed application in response to que~ons or 

. concerns raised by the Court. The statistics prepared by the AOUSC, which use the nuniber of 
proposed applications rather than final, filed applications as their baseline, reflect this robust • 
interaction between the Government and the Court, and thus are included herein to provide 
important additional context. The AOUSC Director's full report is availabie. on the AOUSC 
website. • • • • • 
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Applications Made to the Foreign Intelligence Surveillance Court During Calendar Year • 
2019 (section 107 of the Act, 50 U.S.C. § 1807) 

• During calendar year 2019, the Government filed 848 final applications to. the FISC for 
authority toconduct electronic surveillance and/or physical searches for foreign intelligence 
purposes. The 848 applications include applications made solely for electronic surveillance, 

• applications made solely for physical search, arid combined applications requesting authority for 
electronic surveillance and physical search. Of the 848 applications filed requesting authority to 
conduct €llectronic surveillance and/or physical search, the FISC denied one final, filed 
application requesting physical search only. • 

. . Of the 848 firnil, filed applications, 83 2 applications included requests for authority to 
conduct electroni_c surveillance, . None of the applications requesting authority to conduct 
electronic surveillance ·were withdrawn by the Go'7emment. The FISC did not deny any of these 
final, filed applications in whole or in part. The FISC made modifications tp the pro)?psed orders 
in 59 final, :flied applications requesting authority to conduct ~lectronic survdllance. Thus, the 
FISC approved collection actiyity in a total of 8.32 of the applications that included requests for 
authority to conduct electronic surveillance. • • 

• . • The AOUSC, applying the methodology outlined above, has reported that the FISC 
received 863 proposed applications in 2019 for authority to conduct electronic _surveillance 
and/or physical searches for foreign intelligence purposes. The AOUSCreporled that 586 
prop9sed orders were granted as. filed, 224 proposed orders were granted as modified,. 37 
proposed applications were granted in part and denied. in pait, and 16 proposed applications were 

• denied in full. As. noted above,: the AOUSC statistics include modifications made to proposed _· 
orders between the filing of the proposed application and the final application, as well as 
proposed applications withdrawn by the Gciveinm€lnt in full or in part after being advised that the 
Court would not grantthe proposed application as i.nitially submitted by the Government. 

• During calendar year 2019, the total number of persons targeted for orders for electronic 
• surveillance was between 500 and 999. The.aggregate number of United States persons.targeted 
.• for prders for electronic surveillance was between zero and 499. . • 

• Applications for Access to Certain Business Records (Including the Production of Tangible 
Things) Made During Calendar Year 2019 (section 502 of the Act; 50 U.S.C. § 1862(c)(l)) . . . . . . . . . . . 

. During calendar year 2019,the Government fil~ 61 final applications to the FISCfor 
access to certain business records (including the production of tangibie things) for foreign . 
intelligence purposes. The FISC did not deny, in whole or in part, any such final; filed 
application by the Government during calendar year 2019. The FISC modified th.e proposed 

· orders subrnittedwitli four.final applications for access to business records.· 

The AOUSC, applying the n.ethodology outlined above, has report~d that the FISC 
. received 63 proposed applications for access to certain b.usiness records (including the 
production oftangible things) for foreign intelligence purposes. . •• • 
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In these matters, the AOUSC reported that 39 proposed orders were granted as filed, 21 proposed 
orders were granted ,as modified, one proposed order was granted in part and denied in part, and 

two proposed applications were denied in full. • • • 

All final, filed applications identified a "specific selection term" as defined in 50 U.S.C. § 
1861(k). Section 1862(c)(l)(C) requires the government to report the total number of 
applications in which the specific selection term c;Ioes not specifically identify an individual, 
account, or personal device. Thirty-one final, filed applications did not specifically identify an 
individual,. account, or personal device as the specific selection tenn.1 The FISC modified the 
proposed c>rder in one of these applications for access to business records. • Separately, the FISC. 
did not direct additional, particularized minimization procedures beyond those adopted pursuant 
to section 1861 (g) to the proposed orders in applications made by the Goveinn).ent. 

. . 

Requests Made for Certain Information Pursuantto National Security Letter Authoriti~ 
• During Calendar Year 2019 (USA PATRIOT ImprovementartdReauthorization Act of 2005, 

Pub. L. No. 109~177 (2006)) • • 

• Pursuant to Section 118 of the USA PATRIOT Improvement and Reauthorization Act, 
Pub. L. 109-177 (2006), as amended, the Department of Justice provides Congress with annual . 
reports regarding.requests made by the FBI pursuant to the National Security Letter (NSL) • 

• authorities provided in 12 U.S,C. § 3414; 15 U.S.C. § 1681u, 15 U.S.C. § l68lv, 18 U.S.C. § 
2709, and 50 U.S.C. § 436. • 

• . The FBI reports it made 8,557 NSL req~ests2 ( excluding r~quests for subscriber 
information only) in 2019 for information concerning United States persons .. These sought 
information.pertaining to 3,643 different United States persons.3 • • 

• .
1 Notably, the definition.of''specific selection tenn" for .obtaining an order for the production oftangi'ble things is "a 

. terin iha_t specifically identifies .a person, account, address, or:personal device, or any other specitid iden!ilier," 50 
·u.s.c. § t86l(k), whereas the definition of "specific. selectim.1 tenn"for .the reporting requirement encompasses a 
smaller group ofiem,s, to include only "l!D- individual, account, or personal device," 50 U.S.C. § !862(c)(l)(C), 
Thus; the reporting requirement does.not mandate inclusion iri· this statistic of certain requests that otherwise meet 
the.definition of specific selection term in 50 U.S.C. § .186l(k). For example;the.reportin_g requirementdoes not 
mandate inclusion of requests in which the specific selection term was an "address." • 

• •• 2 In the course of compiling its NSL statistics, the FBI relies on the infonnation ~vailable in 'its systems at the time . • •• 
of compilation. On occasion, the number ofN:SL requests provided in this report as an arinuai tally may not be.the. 
same as the sum ofthe numbers reported in ihe Deparllnent's two semiannual reports. Generally, the diffe~ces are 
the resuit of NSL requests withdrawn ( e.g. riot served on a provider) after the semiannual numbers were tallied. 
Although the final annual numbers may differ from the semiannual numbers, .. each is .an accurate representation of 

• the total number ofNSL requests at the time the NSLs were counted. • • • 

. 
3 ID th~ course of compilin~ its NSL statistics;- the FBI may OVfil-repo~ the number ofUnite,f States perscins about 

• • whom it obtainec! information using NSLs. For example, NSLs that are issued concerning the same U.S. person: and • 
that include different spellings of the u,.s:person's name would be counted as separate U.S .. persons, and NSLs 
issued under two different types ofNSL authorities concerning the·same U.S:person would.be counted as two .U.S • 

. p_ersons: · • • • 
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The FBI reports it made 35,848 NSL requests4 (excluding requests for subscriber 
information only) in 2019 for information concerning non°Unit~ States persons. These sought 
information pertaining to 11,383 different non-United States persons.5 • 

The FBI reports it made 19,601 NSL requests6 subscriber information for United States 
persons and non-United States persons. These sought information pertaining to 4,490 persons.-7 

We hope that this information is helpful. Please do not hesitate to contact this office if 
we llllly provide addi_tion_al assistance regarding this or any other matter. 

Stephen E. Boyd 
Assistant Attorney General 

• 4 fa the Cl)urse of compillng its NSL statistics, the FBI ~elies on the infonnation available in its systems at the tim~ 
of Cllmpilation. On occasion, the· number ofNSL requests provided in this _report as an annual tally may not be tlie 
same as the sum of the numbers reported in the Department's two semiannual reports. Generally, the differences are 
the resuJt·ofNSL requests withdrawn (e.g. not served on a piovider).after the semiannual numbers_ were tallied . 

. Although the final annual numbers may differ. from the semiannual numbers, c;ach is an accurate representation of 
· the total numberofNSL requests ai the time the NSLs were counted. • • • • • . . . . 

5 ·In the course of compiling. jts NSL statistics, the FBI may over-report the number of non~United· States persons 
about whom it-obtained inforn:iation using NSLs. ·For el(arilple; NSLs that are issued concerning the ~81Ile non-U.S. • 
person and that include different spellings of the non•U.S, person's =e would be counted as separateno:rt-U.s: . 
persons, and NSLs 1ssued under cyo differeili types.ofNSL authorities.concerning the same non-U.S. person would -
·be counted as two non-U.S. persons. 

'fu the co~e of compili~g its NSL statistics, the FBire\ies on the infonnation available in its systems at the time of 
. __ compilati_on. On occasion, the number ofNSL requests provided in this report as an annual tally niay not be the 

same !IS the sum of the numbers reported in the Department's two semiannual ·reports .. Generally, the differences are 
the result ofNSL requests withdrawn (e.g. not served _on a provider) after the semiru;mual numbers were tallied. _ 
Although the finai annual numbers may differ from the semiannual nnnibers, each is an accurate representation of 
-the total number ofNSL requests· at the time the NSLs were counted: • 

-7 Because c;;on~s lias recognized that the FBI typically knows little abotit the us~r ofa facility when requests for 
'only subscriber inforn:iiition are made, Section 118( c )(2)(8) cioes not require the numbe_r ofrequests for NSLs • 
seeking only subscriber information to be brqken down to identify _the number of requests related to United_ States 
persons and non-Unite<;! States pei:sons. See Section 118(c)(2)(B), USA Patriot Act Improvement and 

. Reauthorn$on Act of 2005, Pub. L. No. 109-177, 120 Stat 2 i 7 (2006), as amended. _ _ • • 



Office of the Assistant Attorney General 

The Honorable Charles E. Schumer 
Majority Leader 
United States Senate 
Washington, DC 20510 

The Honorable Mitch McConnell 
Minority Leader 
United States Senate 
Washington, DC 20510 

Dear Mr. Leader and Senator McConnell: 

U.S. Department of Justice 

Office of Legislative Affairs 

Washington, D.C. 20530 

On July 17, 2020, this office submitted a report in accordance with sections 107 and 502 
of the Foreign Intelligence Surveillance Act of 1978 (the Act), as amended, 50 U.S.C. § 1801 et 
seq., and section 118 of USA PA TRI OT Improvement and Reauthorization Act of 2005, as 
amended. The report is attached. The report provided information regarding, among other things, 
certain requests made by the Federal Bureau of Investigation (FBI) pursuant to national security 
letter (NSL) authorities in calendar year 2019. This office recently discovered a typographical 
error in the report. The report stated the FBI had reported it made 19,601 NSL requests for 
information concerning only subscriber information for United States persons and non-United 
States persons. The correct number should have been 19,061. This letter serves as a correction to 
the July 17, 2020 report. 

We apologize for the error. Please do not hesitate to contact this office if we may provide 
additional assistance regarding this or any other matter. 

Sincerely, 

~~ 
Slade Bond 
Deputy Assistant Attorney General 



Office of the Assistant Attorney General. 

The Honorable. Mitch McConnell 
Majority Leader 
United States Senate 
Washington, DC 20510 

•• The Honorable·Chatles E. Schumer 
Minority Leader 
United States Senate • . 
Washington, DC 20510 

Dear Mr. Leader and Senator Schumer: 

U.S. Department of Justice 

Office of Legislative Affairs 

· Washington, b.c. 20530 

JUL 1 7 1112.0 . 

. . This report is submitted-in accordance with sections 107 and 502 of the Foreign 
Intelligence Surveillance Act of 1978 (the "Act"), as amended, 50 U.S.C. § 1801 et seq:, and· • 
section 118 of USA PA TRI OT Improvement and Reauthorization Act of 2005, as amended. 
This report provides information regarding: (1) all final, filed appHcations made by the 
Government dili:ing calendar year 201.9 for authority to coridµct electronic surveillance and/or 

.. physical search for foreign intelligence purposes under the Act; (2) all final, filed applications 
.made QY the Government during calendar year2019 for access to. certain business records 
(including the production of tangible things) for foreign intelligence purposes; and (3) certain. 

•. requests inade by the Federal Bureau of Investigation (FBI) pursuant to :National Security Letter 
authorities, • • • • • 

In addition to reporting statistics. based on the number of final, filed applications this 
report also includes statistics published by the Director of the Administrative Office of the . 
Unlte.d States Courts (AOUSC). The AO USC reports the number of proposed applications rather 

• than the imrriber of final, filed appijcations. Rule 9(a) of the Foreign .Intelligence Surveillance • 
Court Rules of Procedure requires the Government to submit proposed applications at least seven 
days before the Government seeks to have a matter entertained by the Foreign Intelligence 

• Surveillance.Court (FISC oi: Court). Modifications or withdrawals of applications may occur 
between the filing of.a proposed application aµd the filing of a final application for a variety of 
reasons, including the Governm,ent modifying a proposed application in response to questiims or 
concerns raised by the Court: The s~tistics prepared by the AOUSC, which US<.l the number of 
proposed applications rather than final, filed applic.ations as their baseline, reflect.this robust 

• interaction between the Government and the' Court, and thus are included herein to provide • 
important additional context The AO USC Director's full report is available on the AO USC 

• website. " • • • 
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Applications Made to the Foreign Intelligence Surveillance Court During Calendar Year 
2019 (section 107 of the Act, 50 U.S.C. § 1807) • • • • 

During calendar year 2019, the G~vernment filed 848. final applications to the FISC for 
• authority to conduct electronic surveillance and/or physical searches for· foreign inteHigen.ce 
purposes. The 848 applications include applications made solely for electronic surveillance, 

• applications made solely for physical search, and combinedapplications requesting authority for 
electronic surveillance and physical search. Of the 848 applications filed requesting authority to 
conduct electronic surveillance and/or physical search, the FISC denied one final, filed 
application requestirig physical search only. • • • 

. • ; • . • . . • . . • . . • 

Of the 848 final, filed applications, 832 applications included requests for a11thority to· 
conduct electronic surveillance. None of the applications requesting authority to conduct • 

. electronic surveillance were withdrawn by the Government. the FISC did not deny any of these 
final, filed applications in whole or in part The FISC made modifications to the proposed orders 
in 59 final, filed applications requesting authority to conduct electronic surveiµance. thus, the . 
FISC approved collection activity in a total of 832 of the applications that ineludedrequests for 
authority to conduct electronic surveillance. • 

. . . 

The AO USC, applying the methodology outlll).ed above, has reported tha1:' the FISC 
received 863 proposed applications in 2019 for authority to conduct electronic surveillance 
and/or physical searches for foreign intelligence purposes. The AOUSC reportedthat586 
proposed orders were granted as filed, 224 proposed orders were granted as modified,37 • 
proposed applications were granted in part and denied in part; and 16 proposed applications were 
denied in full.· As noted above, the AO USC statistics include inodificatioris rn:ade to proposed • • 
orders between the filing of the proposed application and the.final application, as well as . . 
proposed applications withdrawn by the Government fu full or in part after being advised that the 
Court would not grant the proposed application as initially submitted by the Gove~ent. • 

• . During calendar year 2019, the total number of persons targeted for orders for electronic 
. surveillance was between 500 and 999 .. The aggregate 11umber of United States persons targeted' • 
• for orders :for electronic surveillance was between zero:and 499 . 

• • .• Applications for Access t~ Certain Business Records (Including the Production of Tangible 
Things) Made During Calendar Year 2019 (section 502 of the.Act, 50 U.S.C. § i862(c)(l)) · • 

••• During calendar ye~ 2019, the Government filed 61 final application~ to the FISC for 
• access to certain business records (including the production of tangible things) for foreign 
·•intelligence purposes. The FISC did 11ot deny, in whole or in part, any such final, filed 

• application by the Government during calendar year 2019. The FISC modified the proposed 
• orders submitted with four ·final applications for access to business records. 
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The AOUSC, applying the methodology outlined above, has reported that the FISC • 
received 63 proposed applications for access to certain business re.cords (including the 
production of tangible things) for foreign intelligence purposes. III these matters, the AOUSC 
reported that 39 proposed orders were granted asjiled, 21 proposed orders were granted as 
modified, one proposed order was granted in part and denied in part, and two proposed 
applications were denied in full. • 

•• All final; filed applications identified a "ipecific selectio~ term" as defined in 50 U.S.c. § 
1861(k). Section 1862(c)(l)(C) requires the government to report the total number of 
applications in winch the specific selection term does not specifically identify an individual, 
account, or personal device. Thirty-one• :final, filed applications did not specifically identify an 
individual,· account, or personal device .as the specific selection term.1 Toe FISC modified the 
proposed order in orie of these applications for access to business· records. Separately, the FISC 
did not direct additional, particularized mipimization procedures beypnd those. adopted pursuant 
to section 1861 (g) to the proposed orders in applications made by the ·oovernment. 

Requests Made for Cert~in Information 1,'ursnant to National Security Letter Authorities 
During CalendarYear 2019 (USA PA TRI OT Improvement arid Reauthorization Act of 2005, 
Pub. L No.109-177 (2006)) • • 

• Pursuant to Section 118 of the USA PATRIOT improvement and Reauthorization Act, 
Pub. L. 109-177 (2006), as amended, the Department of Justice provides Congress with annual 
reports regarding requ!;'sts made by the FBI pursuant to theNational Security Letter (NSL). 
authorities provided in12 U.S.C. § 3414, 15 U.S.C. § 1681u, 15 U.S.C. § 1681v, 18 U$,C. § 
2709, and 50 U.S.C. § 436. • • • 

. 1·N1>tably, the definition of"specific selection ten:n". fornbtaining an order for the production of tangible tlriJ).gs is "a 
ter:ni that specifically iden.tifies a person, account, address, or personal device, or any other specific identifier," 50 
U,S.C. § l86l(k), whereas the defirution of"specific selecticin.tenn" for the teportingrequiremeil.t encompasses a 
smaller group oftenns,.to include only "an individtial, aC!)ount, or personal device," 50 U.S.C. § 1862(c)(l)(C). 
Thus, the reporting requirement does not mandate inclusion in this statistic of certain requests tliat otherwise mee{ 

. the definition qf specific selection term in ·so U .s:c. § 186 l(k): For example, the reporting requitenient does not 
• .mandate inclusion of requests in which thespecific selection.tenn was an:"address,". • 
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. . The FBireports it made 8,557 NSL requests2 (excluding requests for subscriber . 
: information only) in 2019 for information concerning United States persons. • 

These sought informaµon pertaining to 3,643 different United States persmis.3 

The FBI reports it made 35,848 NSL requests4 (excluding requests for subscrib~r 
• information only) in 2019 for information concerning non-United States persons. These sought 
information pertaining to 11,383 different non-United .States persons.5 . 

• The F~heports it made 19,601 NSL requests6 subscriber information for United States 
persons and non-United States persons. These sought information pertaining to 4,490 persons. 7 

•• 2 In the course of compiling its NSL sti,tistics, the FBI relies on the information available in its systems at the time 
rif compilation. On occasion, the number ofNSL reqllests provided in this report as an annual. tal)y may not be tlie .. 
same as .the sum of.the numbers reported in the Deparlment'•two semiannual reports. Generally, the differences are 
the result ofNSL requests withdrawn (e.g. not served on a provider) .after the semiannual numbers were tallied. 
Although the final annual.numbers may differ from.the semiannual numbers, each is an accurate representation of 
the total number ofNSL requests at the time the.NSLs were counted . 

. ·, In tlie course of compiling its NSL statistics, the FBI may over-report the number of United ·siates persons about 
• whom· it obtained information using NSLs. For example, NS Ls that are issued concerning the same U ,S. person and 
that include different spellings oftlle U.S. person's name would be counted as separate U.S .. persons, and NSLs • 
issued under two different types ofNSL·authorities concerning the same U.S. person would be counted as two U.S . 

. persons. 

4 In the co~se of ~ompiling its. NSL statistics, tlle FBI relies on the information ~~ail~ble in its systems at the time· 
. • of ¢ompilation. On oecasion, the JJ.uinber ofNSL requests provided in this report as· ari annual tally may .not be the 

same as the sum of the numbers reported in the Department's two semiannual reports. Generslly, fue•differences are • 
· the result ofNSL requests.withdrawn (e.g. not served on a provider) after the semiannual numbers were tallied 
Altho\lgh ·the final annual numbers may differ from the semiannual numbers, eac)l is an accuraie representation cif 

. the total number ofNSL requests· at the time theNSLs were counted • 

5 In the course of compiling its :N"SL st&tistics, the FBI may over-report the number ofnoi{-United State& persons . 
about whom it obtained information using NS:Ls. l'or example, NSLs.thatare issued co)lcerning the s.ame non-U.S. 
person and that include ·different spellings.of the non-U.S. person's ·name would be counted as separate non-U.S. 
persons,.and NSLs issued under two different typ.es ofNSL authorities concerning the same. non-U.S. ·person would 

· : be counted as two non°UB. persons. • • • 

• hi the course of compiling its NSL <,taristics, the FBI relies ~n the inforination.a~ailable in its systems at the time of 
compilation. On occasion, the number ofN!lL reqt!es.ts provided ii:i this report as an annual tally may not be tlle • 
same as the sum of the nuinb.ers reported in theDepa,:tment's two semjannual reports. Generaily, .the differences are· 
the result ofNSI, requests withdrawn (e.g. not setved·on a provider) after the s.emiannual numbers were tall.ied. • 
AJ.tho11gh •the final annual numbers may differ from the semial)llual numbers, .each.is an accurate representation of 
the·total nilmlier ofNSL requests at the time the NSLs were counted • 

• 1 Because Congress has recognized that the FBI typically knows little abo~t tlle us~r of a facility when ~~quests for •• 
only subscriber inforn;ration are made, Section 118( c)(2)(B) does not require the number ofrequests for NSLs 

: • . seeking. only subscriber information to·be broken down to identify the nuniber of requests related to. United States 
. . persons and non-United States persons. See,Section 118( c )(2)(B), USA Patriot Act Improvement. and . • 

Reautliorization Act oftoos, Pub. L. No. 109-177, 120 Stat. 217 (2006), as amended. 
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We hope that this information is helpful. Please do not hesitate to contact this office if 
we may provide additional assistance regarding this or any other matter.-

. . 

10 
Steri eri E. Boyd 

s1stant Attorney General 



Office of the Assistant Attorney General 

The Honorable Steve Scalise 
Majority Leader 
U.S. House of Representatives 
Washington, DC 20515 

The Honorable Hakeem Jeffries 
Minority Leader 
U.S. House of Representatives 
Washington, DC 20515 

Dear Mr. Leader and Congressman Jeffries: 

U.S. Department of Justice 

Office of Legislative Affairs 

Washington, D.C. 20530 

On July 17, 2020, this office submitted a report in accordance with sections 107 and 502 
of the Foreign Intelligence Surveillance Act of 1978 (the Act), as amended, 50 U.S.C. § 1801 et 
seq., and section 118 of USA PATRJOT Improvement and Reauthorization Act of 2005, as 
amended. The report is attached. The report provided information regarding, among other things, 
certain requests made by the Federal Bureau of Investigation (FBI) pursuant to national security 
letter (NSL) authorities in calendar year 2019. This office recently discovered a typographical 
error in the report. The report stated the FBI had reported it made 19,601 NSL requests for 
information concerning only subscriber information for United States persons and non-United 
States persons. The correct number should have been 19,061. This letter serves as a correction to 
the July 17, 2020 report. 

We apologize for the error. Please do not hesitate to contact this office if we may provide 
additional assistance regarding this or any other matter. 

Sincerely, 

~ 
Slade Bond 
Deputy Assistant Attorney General 
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Office of the Assistant Attorney General 

The Honorable Steny Hoyer.· 
Majority Leader 

• . United States Senate 
•• Washington,DC 20510 

The Honorable Kevin McCarthy 
Minority Leader • 
United States Senate .. 
Washington, DC 20510 

Dear Mr. Leader and Congi:essmmi. McCarthy: 

U.S. Department of Justice 

Office of Legislative Affairs 

Wcishingto,i, fJ.C 20530 

JUL 17 2020 

This report is subi:pitted in accordance wij:b. sections 107 and 502 of the Foreign . 
Intelligence Surveillance Act of 1978 (the "Aet''), as amended, 50 U.S.C. § 1801 et seq.; and 
section 118 of USA PATRIOT hnprovement and Reauthorization Act.of;W05, as amended. 
This report provides information regarding: (1) all final; filed applications made by the 
Government during calendar year 2019 for authoi:ity to conduct electronic surveillance ai:J.d/or 

· physical search for foreign intelligence purposes iw.der the Act; (2) all final, filed applications 
iruide by the Government during calendar year 2019 for access to certain business records .. 
(including the production of. tangible things) for foreign intelligence purposes; and (3) certain 

. requests _n:iade by the Federal Bureau of Investigation (FBI). pursuant to National Security Letter· 
authorities. • • • 

.. In addition to reporting statistics based on the n~ber of final, filed applications this • 
· report also includes statistics published by the. Director of the Adnili)i.strative Office. of the 
• United States Courts (AQUSC). _TheAOUSC reports the number ofpropOsed applications rather 

• . than the riumber of final, filed applications. Rule 9( a) of the Foreign Intelligence Surveillance . • 
. Court Rules of Procedure requires the Government to submit proposed applications at least seven 

.. days before the Goverilment seeks to have a.matter entertained byihe Foreign Intelligence 
• Surveillance Court (FISC or Court). Modifici1tions or withdrawals of applications may occur . 
• between the filing ofa proposed application anci the filing of a.final application for a variety.of 
reasons; including the Government modifying a proposed application in response to questions or 

• concerns raised by the Cciurt. The statistics prepared by theAOUSC, which use. the number of 
• proposed applications rather than·final, filed applications. as their baseline, reflect this robust 

· . interaction between the :Government and the. Court, arid thus are included herein to provide • 
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• important iwditional context. The AOUSC Director's full report is available on the AOUSC. 
• • • website. • • 

. . . . . 

.Applications Made to the Foreign Intelligence Surveillance CoJirt During Calendar Year • 
2019 (sectiQn 107 of the Act, 50 U.S.C. § 1807) • 

. . . 

During calendar year 2019, the Government filed 848 final applications to the FISC for • 
authority to conduct electronic surveillance and/or physical searches for foreign intelligence • • 
purposes. The 848 applications faclude applications made solely for electronic survei.ijance, 
applications made· solely for physical search, and combined applications requesting authority for 
electronic surveillance and physical search. Of the 848 applications filed requesting. authority to 
conduct electronic surveillance and/or physical search, the FISC denied one final, filed 
application requesting physical search only. • • • 

Of the 848 final, filed applications; 832 applications included requests for authority to· .• 
conduct electronic .surveillance. None of the applications requesting authority to conduct 
electronic surveillance were withdrawn by the Government. The FISC did not deny ani of.these 
final, filed applications in whole or in part. The FISC made modifications to the proposed orders 

. in 59. final, filed applications requesting authority to conduct electronic surveillance. Thus, the. 
FISC approved collection.activity in a total of 832 of the applications that.included requests for 
authority to conduct electronic surveillance. 

The· AOUSC, applying the methodology outlinedabove, has reported that the FISC 
.. received· 863 proposed applications in.2019 for authority to conduct electronic surveillance 

and/or physical searches for foreign intelligence purposes. The AOUSC reported that 586 · 
proposed orders were granted as filed, 224 proposed orders were grap.ted as modified, 3 7 . 
proposed applications were.granted in part and denied in part, and 16 proposed applications .were 
denied in full. As noted above, the AOUSC statistics include modifications.made ·to· proposed. 
orders betwe.enthe filing of the proposed·application and the final.application, as well as 

• proposed applications withdrawn by the Government in fµ!l or in part .after being advised that the 
Court would not gtant the proposed application as initially submitted by the Government.· • 

. • During cale~dar year 2019, the total ni.unber ofperso~ targetedfor oi:ders for electronic • • 
· • surveilfauce was between 500 arid 999 .. The aggregate number of United States persons targeted 

for· orders for electronic surveillance was between zero and 499. 

Applications for Acces; to Certain Business Records (Including the Production of Tangible · 
Things) Made During Calendar Year 2019 (section 504, of the Act, 50 U.S,C. § 1862(c )(1 )) 

During calendar year 2019, the G~vernment filed 61 final applications to the FISC for 
access to certain business records (in chiding the production of tangible things) for foreign . • 

• intelligence purposes .. The FISC did not deny, in whole or in part, any such final, filed·. • • 
applicatimi by the Goyetnment during calendar year 2019: The FISC modified the proposed 
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orders submitted with four final applications for access to business records. 

The AOU~C, applying the methodolcigy outlined ~bove; has reported that the FISC • 
received 63 proposed ~plications for access to certain business records (inciuding the • 
production of tangible things) for foreign intelligence purposes. In these matters, the AOUS C 

. reported that 3 9 proposed orders were granted as filed, 21 proposed orders were granted as 
modified, one proposed order was granted in part and denied in part, and two proposed 
applications were denied in full. • 

All final, filed applications identified 'a "specific selection term" as defined in 50 U.S.C. § 
1861 (k). Section 1862( c )(I )(C) requires. the government to report the total number of 
applications in which ,the specific .selection term does not specifically identify an individual, 

• · account, or personal device. Thirty-one final, filed applications· did riot specifically identify an 
individual, account, or personal device as the specific selection ten:i:i:r The FISC modilied the • 
proposed order in one of these applications for access to business records. Sepaiately, the FISC 
did not direct additional, particularized rninimiwtion procedures beyond those adopted pursuant 
to section 1861(g)to the proposed orders in applications made by the Government. · 

Requests Made for CertainIIiformation Pursuant to National Security Letter Aut~orities 
During Calendar Year 2019 (USA PA TR):OT Improvement and Reauthorization Act of 2005, 
Pub. L. No. 109°177 (2006)) • • • • • 

' ' ' 

Pursuant to Section 118 .of the USA PATRIOT Improvement and Reauthoriz.ation Act, 
Pub. L. 109~ 177 (2006), as amended, the Department of Justice provides Congress with annual 
reports regarding requests made by the FBI pursuant to the National Security Letter (NSL) 
authorities provided in 12u.s.c. § 3414; 15U.S,C. § 1681~. 15 u.s.c. § 1681v, 18 u.s.c. § 
2709, arid S0U.S.C.§436. . • 

. 1 Notably, the definition of"specific selection term" for obtaining an order for 1he prod~ction of tangible things is "a • 
term 1hat specifically identifies a person, account, address, or personal device, or any o1her specific identifier," 50 

.. : . u.s.c. §· 186!(k), whereas·1he definition· of"spe9ific se)ection term" for 1he reporting requirement encompasses a 
•• smaller group of terms, to include 9nly "an individual, accoW)t, or personal device," 50 U.S.C. § l862(c)(l)(G). . 

Thus, 1he reporting requirenil'llt does not inandate inclusion in 1his statistic' of certain·requests. 1hat o1herwise meet 
the definition ofspecifi,c selection term in 50 U.S:C, § 1361(k). For example; the reporting requirement does not· 
mandate inclusion o{requests in·which. the specific selection terin was an "address." • • 
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The FBI reports it made 8,557 NSL requests2 (excluding requests for subscriber 
information oiily) in 2019 for information concerning 0nited States persons. These sought 
information pertaining to 3,643 different United States perso:ris.3 .. • 

The FBI.reports it.made 35,848 NSL requests4 (exciuding requests for subscriber 
information only) in 2019 for information conceming non-United States persons. These sought 

• information pertaining to 11,383 different non-United States persons. 5 

• The FBI reports it made i9,601 NSL requests6 subscriber information for United States 
.• persons and non-United States persons. • These sought information: pertaining to 4,490 persons. 7 

2 In the comse of compiHng its NSL statistics: the FBI relies on'tlie information available in its systems at the time 
of compilation.. ·on occasion, the number ofNSL requests.provided in this report as an annual tally may not be the • • 
same as the sum of the numbers reported in the Department's two· semiannual reports:· Generally, the differences are 
the result ofN_SL requests withdrawn ( e.g. not served on a provider) after 1he semiannual numbers were tallied. • 

• Although 1he final annual numbers may •differ from the semiannual numbers, each is an accurate representation of 
the total number ofNSL requests at the time the NSLs were cowite~ . 

. • In the comse of compiliog its NSL statistics, the FBI may over-report·the number of United States persons about 
whom it obtained infurmationusing NSLs. For eXllll)ple, NSLs that are issued concerning the-same U.S. person·and • 
that include different spellings of the U.S. person's·name would be counted as separate U.S. persons; and NSLs • 
• issued under two differenHypes of NSL authorities concerning the same U.S: person would be counted as. two U.S. 
poisons. • • • • • 

• ~ the comse of compili;;g its NSL statistics, the FBI relies o~ the information available in its systems at the time 
of compilation .. On occasion, the number of NSL requests provided in this report as an anniial tally may not be tlie 
same as.the sum of1he numbers reported in the Department's two semiannual reports. Gen,erally, the differences are· 
1he·resuit ofN_SL reques_ts .witb,dra,wn ( e.g. not served on a provider) after the semiannual numbers were tallied. . · 
Although the final annual numbers may differ from the semiannual numbers; each _is an ·acc)lrtlte representation.of 
1he total number ofNSL requests at the time the NSLs were. counted. • • • • • 
. ' . . . . 

5 In the cbmse of compiliog its NSL statistics, the FBI may ovet~report the number ofnon°United staies persons 
. about whom it obtained infotination using NS Ls.· For example, NSLs that are issued conceming the same .non-tJ. S. 
j,en;on and that include differept spellings ofthe non-U.S. person's name would be counted as separate non-U.S . 

. pemins, and NSLs-.issued under.two different types ofNSL authorities concerning-the same non-U.S. person 'would 
be counted as two-non-tJ.S. pen;ons. • • 

• '.In th~ comse of.compiling its NSL statistics, the FBI relies on the information available in its system:s ~t fue time· of • 
cm:npilation. On .occasion, 1he number ofNSL requests ·provided·in.this report as ·an annual tally may not be the 

,same as the sum-9fthe·numbersreported.in theDepartme11t's·two semiannual reports. Generally, the.differences are: 
the result ofNSL requests withdrawn ( e.g, not served on a provider) after the semiannual numbers were tallied. • 

• • Although the·finalannual numbers may differ from the semiannllillnumbers, each is'ao accurate represent;ition of 
the total. number ofNSL requesis at the time the.NSLs were counted. 

j Because Congress has recog!lized that the FBI typically knows little about the .:.Ser of a facility when req~ for • 
. ·only subscnber information are inade, Section 1 l.8(c )(2)(B) does ·not reqirire the number of requ_ests· for NS Ls .. 
seeking ·only subscriber information to be broken do'wn to identify the number ofrequests ~elated:to United,States • 
persons and non-United States persons. See Section 118( c )(2)(B), USA Patriot Act Iniprovement and'. 
Reauthorization:Act of.2005, PuJ?. L. No. 109-177, 120 Stat 217 (2006); as-amended .. . . . . . 
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We hope that this information is helpful.. Please do not hesitate to contact this office if 
•. we may provide additional assistance regarding this or any other matter. 

henE.Bqyd 
Assistant Attorney General 



Office of the Assistant Attorney General 

The Honorable Lindsey Graham 
Chairman 
Committee on the Judiciary 
United States Senate 
Washington, D.C. 20510 

The Honorable Jen-old Nadler 
Chairman 
Committee on the Judiciary 
U.S. House of Representatives 
Washington, D.C. 20515 

Dear Messrs. Chairmen: 

U.S. Department of Justice 

Office of Legislative Affairs 

Washington, D.C. 20530 

Acting Chairman Marco Rubio 
Chairman 
Select Committee on Intelligence 
United States Senate 
Washington, D.C. 20510 

The Honorable Adam Schiff 
Chairman 
Permanent Select Committee on Intelligence 
U.S. House of Representatives 
Washington, D.C. 20515 

JUL 1 7 2020 

This report is submitted in accordance with sections 107 and 502 of the Foreign 
Intelligence Surveillance Act of 1978 (the "Act"), as amended, 50 U.S.C. § 1801 et seq., and 
section 118 of USA PA TRI OT Improvement and Reauthorization Act of 2005, as amended. 
This report provides inf01mation regarding: (1) all final, filed applications made by the 
Government during calendar year 2019 for authority to conduct electronic surveillance and/or 
physical search for foreign intelligence purposes under the Act; (2) all final, filed applications 
made by the Government during calendar year 2019 for access to certain business records 
(including the production of tangible things) for foreign intelligence purposes; and (3) certain 
requests made by the Federal Bureau of Investigation (FBI) pursuant to national security letter 
authorities. 

In addition to reporting statistics based on the number of final, filed applications this 
repo1i also includes statistics published by the Director of the Administrative Office of the 
United States Courts (AOUSC). The AO USC reports the number of proposed applications rather 
than the number of final, filed applications. Rule 9(a) of the Foreign Intelligence Surveillance 
Court Rules of Procedure requires the Government to submit proposed applications at least seven 
days before the Government seeks to have a matter ente1iained by the Foreign Intelligence 
Surveillance Court (hereinafter "FISC"). Modifications or withdrawals of applications may 
occur between the filing of a proposed application and the filing of a final application for a 
variety of reasons, including the Government modifying a proposed application in response to 
questions or concerns raised by the Court. The statistics prepared by the AOUSC, which use the 
number of proposed applications rather than final, filed applications as their baseline, reflect this 
robust interaction between the Government and the Court, and thus are included herein to 
provide important additional context. The AOUSC Director's full report is available on the 
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AOUSC website. 

Applications Made to the Foreign Intelligence Surveillance Court During Calendar Year 
2019 (section 107 of the Act, 50 U.S.C. § 1807) 

During calendar year 2019, the Government filed 848 final applications to the FISC for 
authority to conduct electronic surveillance and/or physical searches for foreign intelligence 
purposes. The 848 applications include applications made solely for electronic surveillance, 
applications made solely for physical search, and combined applications requesting authority for 
electronic surveillance and physical search. Of the 848 applications filed requesting authority to 
conduct electronic surveillance and/or physical search, the FISC denied one final, filed 
application requesting physical search only. 

Of the 848 final, filed applications, 832 applications included requests for authority to 
conduct electronic surveillance. None of the applications requesting authority to conduct 
electronic surveillance were withdrawn by the Government. The FISC did not deny any of these 
final, filed applications in whole, or in part. The FISC made modifications to the proposed 
orders in 59 final, filed applications requesting authority to conduct electronic surveillance. 
Thus, the FISC approved collection activity in a total of 832 of the applications that included 
requests for authority to conduct electronic surveillance. 

The AO USC, applying the methodology outlined above, has reported that the FISC 
received 863 proposed applications in 2019 for authority to conduct electronic surveillance 
and/or physical searches for foreign intelligence purposes. The AOUSC reported that 586 
proposed orders were granted as filed, 224 proposed orders were granted as modified, 3 7 
proposed applications were granted in part and denied in part, and 16 proposed applications were 
denied in full. As noted above, the AOUSC statistics include modifications made to proposed 
orders between the filing of the proposed application and the final application, as well as 
proposed applications withdrawn by the Government in full or in paii after being advised that the 
Court would not grant the proposed application as initially submitted by the Government. 

During calendar year 2019, the total number of persons targeted for orders for electronic 
surveillance was between 500 and 999. The aggregate number of United States persons targeted 
for orders for electronic surveillance was between zero and 499. 

Applications for Access to Certain Business Records (Including the Production of Tangible 
Things) Made During Calendar Year 2019 (section 502 of the Act, 50 U.S.C. § 1862(c)(l)) 

During calendar year 2019, the Government filed 61 final applications to the FISC for 
access to ce1iain business records (including the production of tangible things) for foreign 
intelligence purposes. The FISC did not deny, in whole or in part, any such final, filed 
application by the Government during calendar yeai· 2019. The FISC modified the proposed 
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orders submitted with four final applications for access to business records. 

The AOUSC, applying the methodology outlined above, has reported that the FISC 
received 63 proposed applications for access to certain business records (including the 
production of tangible things) for foreign intelligence purposes. In these matters, the AOUSC 
reported that 39 proposed orders were granted as filed, 21 proposed orders were granted as 
modified, one proposed order was granted in part and denied in part, and two proposed 
applications were denied in full. 

All final, filed applications identified a "specific selection term" as defined in 50 U.S.C. § 
1861(k). Section 1862(c)(l)(C) requires the government to report the total number of 
applications in which the specific selection term does not specifically identify an individual, 
account, or personal device. Thirty-one final, filed applications did not specifically identify an 
individual, account, or personal device as the specific selection term. 1 The FISC modified the 
proposed orders in one of these applications for access to business records. Separately, the FISC 
did not direct additional, particularized minimization procedures beyond those adopted pursuant 
to section 1861 (g) to the proposed orders in applications made by the Government. 

Requests Made for Certain Information Pursuant to National Security Letter Authorities 
During Calendar Year 2019 (USA P ATRJOT Improvement and Reauthorization Act of 2005, 
Pub. L. No. 109-177 (2006)) 

Pursuant to Section 118 of the USA P ATRJOT Improvement and Reauthorization Act, 
Pub. L. 109-177 (2006), as amended, the Department of Justice provides Congress with annual 
reports regarding requests made by the FBI pursuant to the National Security Letter (NSL) 
authorities provided in 12 U.S.C. § 3414, 15 U.S.C. § 1681u, 15 U.S.C. § 1681v, 18 U.S.C. § 
2709, and 50 U.S.C. § 436. 

The FBI reports it made 8,557 NSL requests2 (excluding requests for subscriber 

1 Notably, the definition of "specific selection term" for obtaining an order for the production of tangible things is "a 
tenn that specifically identifies a person, account, address, or personal device, or any other specific identifier," 50 
U.S.C. § 1861(k), whereas the definition of"specific selection tenn" for the reporting requirement encompasses a 
smaller group of terms, to include only "an individual, account, or personal device," 50 U.S.C. § 1862( c )(1 )(C). 
Thus, the reporting requirement does not mandate inclusion in this statistic of certain requests that otherwise meet 
the definition of specific selection tenn in 50 U.S.C. § 1861 (k). For example, the reporting requirement does 
not mandate inclusion of requests in which the specific selection tenn was an "address." 

2 In the course of compiling its NSL statistics, the FBI relies on the information available in its systems at the time 
of compilation. On occasion, the number ofNSL requests provided in this report as an annual tally may not be the 
same as the sum of the numbers reported in the Department's two semiannual reports. Generally, the differences are 
the result ofNSL requests withdrawn (e.g. not served on a provider) after the semiannual numbers were tallied. 
Although the final annual numbers may differ from the semiannual numbers, each is an accurate representation of 
the total number ofNSL requests at the time the NSLs were counted. 
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information only) in 2019 for information concerning United States persons. These sought 
information pertaining to 3,643 different United States persons.3 

The FBI reports it made 35,848 NSL requests4 (excluding requests for subscriber 
information only) in 2019 for information concerning non-United States persons. These sought 
information pertaining to 11 ,383 different non-United States persons.5 

The FBI reports it made 19,061 NSL requests6 in 2019 for information concerning only 
subscriber information for United States persons and non-United States persons. These sought 
information pertaining to 4,490 persons.7 

3 In the course of compiling its NSL statistics, the FBI may over-report the number of United States persons about 
whom it obtained information using NSLs. For example, NSLs that are issued concerning the same U.S. person and 
that include different spellings of the U.S. person's name would be counted as separate U.S. persons, and NSLs 
issued under two different types ofNSL authorities concerning the same U.S. person would be counted as two U.S. 
persons. 

4 In the course of compiling its NSL statistics, the FBI relies on the infonuation available in its systems at the time 
of compilation. On occasion, the number ofNSL requests provided in this report as an annual tally may not be the 
same as the sum of the numbers reported in the Department's two semiannual reports. Generally, the differences are 
the result ofNSL requests withdrawn (e.g. not served on a provider) after the semiannual numbers were tallied. 
Although the final annual numbers may differ from the semiannual numbers, each is an accurate representation of 
the total number ofNSL requests at the time the NSLs were counted. 

5 In the course of compiling its NSL statistics, the FBI may over-report the number of non-United States persons 
about whom it obtained information using NSLs. For example, NSLs that are issued concerning the same non-U.S. 
person and that include different spellings of the non-U.S. person's name would be counted as separate non-U.S. 
persons, and NSLs issued under two different types ofNSL authorities concerning the same non-U.S. person would 
be counted as two non-U.S. persons. 

6 In the course of compiling its NSL statistics, the FBI relies on the information available in its systems at the time of 
compilation. On occasion, the number ofNSL requests provided in this report as an annual tally may not be the 
same as the sum of the numbers reported in the Department's two semiannual reports. Generally, the differences are 
the result ofNSL requests withdrawn (e.g. not served on a provider) after the semiannual numbers were tallied. 
Although the final annual numbers may differ from the semiannual numbers, each is an accurate representation of 
the total number ofNSL requests at the time the NSLs were counted. 

7 Because Congress has recognized that the FBI typically knows little about the user of a facility when requests for 
only subscriber information are made, Section 118( c )(2)(B) does not require the number of requests for NS Ls 
seeking only subscriber information to be broken down to identify the number ofrequests related to United States 
persons and non-United States persons. See Section l 18(c)(2)(B), USA Patriot Act Improvement and 
Reauthorization Act of 2005, Pub. L. No. 109-177, 120 Stat. 217 (2006), as amended. 
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We hope that this information is helpful. Please do not hesitate to contact this office if 
we may provide additional assistance regarding this or any other matter. 

cc: The Honorable Dianne Feinstein 
Ranking Member 
Senate Committee on the Judiciary 

The Honorable Mark Warner 
Vice Chairman 
Senate Select Committee on Intelligence 

The Honorable Jim Jordan 
Ranking Member 
House Committee on the Judiciary 

The Honorable Devin Nunes 
Ranking Member 

henE. Boyd 
Assistant Attorney General 

House Permanent Select Committee on Intelligence 



Office of the Assistant Attorney General 

The Honorable James C. Duff 
Director 
Administrative Office of the United States Courts 
Washington, DC 20544 

Dear Mr. Duff: 

U.S. Department of Jnstice 

Office of Legislative Affairs 

Washington, D. C. 20530 

Pursuant to section 107 of the Foreign Intelligence Surveillance Act of 1978 (the 
"Act"), as amended, 50 U.S.C. § 1801 et seq., this report provides information regarding 
applications made by the Government during calendar year 2019 for authority to conduct 
electronic surveillance and physical search for foreign intelligence purposes. 

As you are aware, it has been the Government's historical practice to report 
statistics based on the number of final, filed applications to the Foreign Intelligence 
Surveillance Court (hereinafter "FISC"). Whereas, the statistics published in your report 
are based on the number of proposed applications and orders. More specifically, Rule 
9(a) of the Foreign Intelligence Surveillance Court Rules of Procedure requires the 
Government to submit proposed applications at least seven days before the Government 
seeks to have a matter entertained by the FISC. Modifications or withdrawals of 
applications may occur between the filing of a proposed application and the filing of a 
final application for a variety of reasons, including the Government modifying a 
proposed application in response to questions or concerns raised by the Court. Because 
the methodology utilized in your report reflects this robust interaction between the 
Government and the Court, we have repeated that information herein to provide 
important additional context. 

During calendar year 2019, the Government filed 848 final applications to the 
FISC for authority to conduct electronic surveillance and/or physical searches for foreign 
intelligence purposes. The 848 applications include applications made solely for 
electronic surveillance, applications made solely for physical search, and combined 
applications requesting authority for electronic surveillance and physical search. Of the 
848 applications filed requesting authority to conduct electronic surveillance and/or 
physical search, the FISC denied one final, filed application requesting physical search 
only. 
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Of the 848 final, filed applications, 832 applications included requests for 
authority to conduct electronic surveillance. None of the applications requesting 
authority to conduct electronic surveillance were withdrawn by the Government. The 
FISC did not deny any of these final, filed applications in whole, or in part. The FISC 
made modifications to the proposed orders in 59 final, filed applications requesting 
authority to conduct electronic surveillance. Thus, the FISC approved collection activity 
in a total of 832 of the applications that included requests for authority to conduct 
electronic surveillance. 

Your office, applying the methodology outlined above, reported that the FISC 
received 863 proposed applications in 2019 for authority to conduct electronic 
surveillance and/or physical searches for foreign intelligence purposes. In these matters, 
you reported that 586 proposed orders were granted as filed, 224 proposed orders were 
granted as modified, 3 7 proposed applications were granted in part and denied in part, 
and 16 proposed applications were denied in full. As noted above, those statistics include 
modifications made to applications between the filing of the proposed application and the 
final application, as well as proposed applications withdrawn by the Government in full 
or in part after being advised that the Court would not grant the proposed application as 
initially submitted by the Government. 

During calendar year 2019, the total number of persons targeted for orders for 
electronic surveillance was between 500 and 999. The aggregate number of United 
States persons targeted for orders for electronic surveillance was between zero and 499. 

We hope this information is helpful. Please do not hesitate to contact this office if 
we may provide additional assistance regarding this or any other matter. 

S're'IJinlnn E. Boyd 
Assistant Attorney General 
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