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In these circumstances, you may properly assert executive privilege with respect to the
entirety of the Department of Justice materials that the Committee has demanded, pending a final
decision on the matter. As with President Clinton’s assertion in 1996, you would be making only
a preliminary, protective assertion of executive privilege designed to ensure your ability to make
a final assertion, if necessary, over some or all of the subpoenaed materials. See Protective
Assertion of Executive Privilege, 20 Op. O.L.C. at 1. As the Attorney General and head of the
Department of Justice, I hereby respectfully request that you do so.

Sincerely,

M/)”WV\_

William P. Barr
Attorney General
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Senator Harris: Attorney General Barr, has the President or anyone at the White
House ever asked or suggested that you-open an. investigation of anyone?

Attorney General Barr: Um, ] wouldn’t ... I wouldn’t, uh—
Senator Harris: Yes or No?
Attorney General Barr: Could you ... could you repeat that qqe_séion'-?

Senator Harris: 1 will repeat it. Has the President or anyone at the: White House
ever asked or suggested that you open an investigation of anyone? : Yes or no
please, sir.

Attorney General Barr: Um, the President or anybody else...

‘Senator Harris: Seems you would remember something like that and be able to
tell us.

Atto‘rney General Barr: Yeah, but I'm, I'm trying to grapple with the word
“suggest.” 1 mean, there have been discussions of, of matters out thele that, uh—
they have not asked me to-open an investigation, but.. :

Senator Harris: Perhaps they’ve suggested?

Attorney General Barr: I don’t know, ] wouldn’t say suggest. ..
Senator Harris: Hinted?

Attorney General Barr: I don’t know.

Senator Harris: Inferred? You don’t know?

Attorney General Barr: No.

However, on May 9, 2019, during a press conference at the White House, the President called
publicly for the prosecution of former Secretary of State John Kerry,. b(_fore stating that members
of his administration disagreed. The President stated:

President Trump: What I would like to see with Iran, 1'd tike to sé:e them call
me. You know John Kerry speaks to them a lot. John Kerry tells them not to call.
That’s a violation of the Logan Act, and franklv he should be prosecuted on that,
but my people don’t-want to do anything that's—only the Democrats do that kind
of stuff, you know: If it were the opposite Wway,; they would prosecute him under
the Logan Act, but John Kerry violated the Logan Act. He’s talking to Iran and
has been, has inany meetings and many phone calls and he’s tcllmg them whatto
do. That is a total violation of the Logan Act..

In ‘order for the American people to retain trust in the Department of Just-icfe, the public:must.
have confidence that the women and men who ehforce our laws act with fa;irness and
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