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ATTORNEYGENERAL, DEPUTYATTORNEYGENERAL AND DOJ NEWS:  

NewOrlea  ndans U.S.  Attorney Resigns Amid Sca  l OverAnonymous Online Postings  
By  Sari  Horwit

on  Post  
z  

Washingt  , December 6,  2012  
The  top  federal  prosecutor  in  New  Orleans,  t  -serving  U.S.  a  t  he  counthe  longest  orney  in  t  ry,  resigned  Thursday  amid  an  

invest  ion  int  orial misconduct  wo of his t  ies.igat  o  possible  prosecut  by  t  op  deput  
Jim  Le  ten,  the  U.S.  a  t  he  East  rict  ion  atorney  for  t  ern  Dist  of  Louisiana,  announced  his  resignat  a  news  conference.  In  an  

emotional  speech,  he  praised  the  office  and  said  he  would  st  o  help  wit he  t  ion  tay  on  briefly  t  h  t  ransit  o  new  leadership.  
The  resignation  comes  eight  months  into  a  scandal  that led  to  a  Justice  Department investigation  of Letten’s  top  deputy  

and  a  second  veteran  prosecutor  in  connect  h  an  online  crition  wit  icism  scandal.  
The  two  prosecutors,  former  first  ant  orney  Jan  Mann  and  former  assist  U.S.  a  tassist  U.S.  a  t  ant  orney  Sal  Perricone,  

acknowledged  using  aliases  t  comment  he  Web  sit  he  Times-Picayune  t  were  highly  crit  he  owner  of  ao post  s on  t  e of t  hat  ical  of t  
local  landfill  t  was  under  federal  invest  ion,  according  t  papers.  Perricone,  a  member  of  Letten’s  inner  circle,hat  igat  o  court  
resigned  and  Mann  was  demoted.  

The  Justice  Department’s  Office  of Professional  Responsibility is  investigating  the  episode,  but last  week a  federal  judge  
increased  t  en  by  calling  for  an  independenthe  pressure  on  Le  t  counsel.  

The  federal  judge,  Kurt Engelhardt  he  depart  t  igat  ion  t he,  also  called  for  t  men  o  invest  e  leaks  of  grand  jury  informat  o  t  
media  by  prosecut  he  high-profile  Danziger  Bridge  case  in  which  New  Orleans  police  officers  shot  cit  sors  in  t  innocent y  resident  
aft  rina  and  t  ried  t  up.er  Hurricane  Kat  hen  t  o  cover  it  

In  a  st ement on  hursday,  Attorney General Eric H.  Holder Jr.  praised Letten’s service and  announced  the  appointmentat  T  
of  an  int  orney,  Dana  J.  Boent  or  in  t  ern  Dist  of  Virginia.  Through  a  spokeswoman,erim  U.S.  a  t  e,  a  senior  prosecut  he  East  rict  
Holder  declined  to  comment on  the  scandal.  
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The  online  scandal  came  to  light last  he  owner  of  t  igatMarch  when  Fred  Heebe,  t  he  landfill  under  invest  ion,  filed  a  
defamation  lawsuit.  Heebe  had  been  a  t  edly  by  an  anonymous  crit  he  newspaper  Web  sitacked  repeat  ic  on  t  e  and  he  hired  a  
former  FBI  agen  t rack  down  his  crito  t  ic.  

It was  not  any  former  agent  zgerald,  whose  work  as  a  forensic  linguist  o  tjust  .  He  hired  James  R.  Fit  helped  lead  t he  1996  
arrest of “Unabomber” Ted Kaczynski, who had eluded the FBI for 17 years.  

And  when  Fitzgerald  analyzed  598  anonymous  postings,  he  found  t  he  writ  justha  t  er  was  not  any  blogger.  The  linguist  
trail led to Perricone, who was investigating Heebe’s company.  

After  Heebe’s  suit,  Perricone  admitted  posting  the  derogatory  information  and  making  similar  a t  orneys,acks  on  a t  
defendants,  police  officials  and  judges.  He  resigned  and  remains  under  investigat  he  Just  mention  by  t  ice  Depart  .  

The  landfill  owner  filed  a  separate  lawsui  this  fall  against  he  second-ranking prosecutor in  Letten’s office.  TMann,  t  he  suit  
accused  her  of  anonymously  posting  disparaging  comments  about  he  Times-Picayune  Web  sitHeebe  on  t  e,  in  some  cases  
coordinating  her comments with Perricone’s.  

Mann  was  demoted  and  is  under  investigat  he  Just  ment  en  acknowledged  in  a  recent  filing  tion  by  t  ice  Depart  .  Le  t  court  hat  
Mann admitted writing the critical comments under the alias “eweman.”  

A spokesman  for the  U.S.  Attorney’s  Office  declined  to  comment about  o  a  spokesman  for  tMann  and  referred  calls  t  he  
Justice  Department  o  comment,  who  also  declined  t  .  

Perricone’s  attorney,  E.  John  Litchfield,  said  that Perricone  came  forward  and  acknowledged  the  online  postings.  He  said  
t  his client’s actions did not violate any laws.hat  

The online  incidents forced  the  U.S.  Attorney’s Office  to  recuse  itself from  the  landfill  case,  which has been  taken  over by  
Just  on.ice  lawyers  from  Washingt  

The  Justice  Department’s  Office  of Professional  Responsibility,  which  enforces  st  hical  conductandards  of  et  among  U.S.  
a t  ment  in  11  out  igat  ed in  fiscal year 2011 .orneys and depart  lawyers,  found professional misconduct  of 72 invest  ions conduct  

Most of the  allegations  involved  “failure  to  diligently represent the  interests  of the  client”  and  “lateness/missed  deadlines.”  
The  numbers  fluctuate  each  year,  but  ice  officials  made  virt  he  same  number  of  misconduct findings  in  fiscal  year  2009Just  ually  t  
—  12  out  igat  he  numbers  were  higher  wit  in  24  outof  77  invest  ions.  In  fiscal  year  2010,  t  h  officials  finding  misconduct  of  105  
invest  ions.igat  

Federal officials say proving prosecutorial misconduct can be difficult.  But papers filed in  Heebe’s lawsuit against Perricone  
showed  t  Fit  urned  up  convincing  evidence.hat zgerald  t  

From  August 2011  unt  ed  598  commentil  March  2012,  an  anonymous  blogger  post  s,  many  of  which  disparaged  Heebe.  
The commenter called himself “Henry L.  Mencken1951 .” Among his entries was one that read,  “Heebe comes from a long line of  
corruptors.”  

According  to  court papers,  Fitzgerald  found  “highly distinctive”  and  “eerily similar”  language  in  the  online  comments  and  a  
nine-page  legal  pleading  co-authored by Perricone.  Based  on  punctuation,  alliteration  and  archaic words  such  as  “dubiety”  and  
“redoubt,”  Fitzgerald  concluded  that a comparison  of the  two  documents  “strongly indicates”  that Perricone  and  Mencken  were  
t  he  lawsuithe  same  person,  t  said.  

Fit  o  discuss  t  in  an  int  o  t  er-knownzgerald  declined  t  he  New  Orleans  case,  but  erview  he  compared  his  work  t he  be  t  
analysis  ofDNA.  

“Like  DNA,  language  is  composed  of many  small  individual  parts,  letters,  syllables,  words,  phrases  and  clauses,  and  it’s  
how  they’re  strung  together  and  how  they’re  punctuated  that  can  be  very  valuable  direct  evidence  linking  one  o  oneperson  t  
communication,” said Fitzgerald.  

He  used  t  echniques  t  o  t  o  The  Washingt  in  1995.  Thehose  t  o  analyze  a  35,000-word  manifest he  Unabomber  sen  t  on  Post  
analysis eventually helped lead to Kaczynski’s arrest and conviction.  

In  New  Orleans,  t  o  admi  t  he  used  t  he  famous  Balt  andhe  evidence  led  Perricone  t  hat  he  moniker  of  t  imore  Sun  columnist  
muckraker H.L.  Mencken  t  he post  ant  orney was born in  1951 .o make t  s.  The former assist  U.S.  a t  

Julie  Tat  ribut  o  t  .e  cont  ed  t his  report  

Crusa  ns Prosecutor To Quit,  Fa  ffMisconductding NewOrlea  cing Sta  
By  Campbell  Robertson  
NewYork Times,  December 7,  2012  
NEW  ORLEANS  —  Once  again,  as  he  has  for  over  a  decade,  Jim  Le  t  he  chief  federal  prosecuten,  t  or  here,  appeared  

before  report  as  he  regularly  has  t  hat  ed  cit  ract  hyers,  just  o  announce  t  some  suspiciously  well-connect  y  cont  or  was  facing  a  lengt  
spell  behind  bars.  Bu  t  ime  was  differenthis t  .  
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In  a  brief  but passionat  at  ,  Mr.  Le  t  he  longest  ed  St es  a  t  he  nate  st ement  en,  t  -serving  Unit  at  orney  in  t  ion  and  a  popular  
crusader  agains  t  radit  s,  announced  t  he  would  be  resigning  effecthe  crooked  t  ions  of  Louisiana  public  servant  hat  ive  next  
Tuesday.  

He  said  it was  his  decision  and  gave  few  ot  ails,  but  his  was  happening.  Beginning  last spring,  aher  det  everyone  knew  why  t  
series  of  legal  motions  had  revealed  that  Mr.  Letten’s  senior  prosecutors  had  been  making  provocative,  even  pugnacious  
comments  about act  ers  and  ot  s  under  aliases  at  he  Web  sitive  criminal  ma  t  her  subject  nola.com,  t  e  of  The  Times-Picayune  
newspaper.  

For  a  team  of  prosecutors  once  referred  t  he  news  media  as  t  ouchables,  wito  in  t  he  Unt  h  a  chief  who  had  drawn  broad  
enough  popularit hat  y  change  in  t  e  House,  t  unning.y  t  he  had  survived  a  part  he  Whit  he  exposures  were  st  

Last mont  he  revelath,  t  ions  of  online  misconduct  reached  Mr.  Letten’s  top  assistant,  Jan  Mann.  A  federal  judge,  in  a  
scathing  50-page  order,  broached  the  possibilit  in  regard  t  ivit  hose  of  anoty  of  criminal  conduct  o  her  online  act ies,  as  well  as  t  her  
senior  prosecutor,  Sal  Perricone,  who  resigned  in  March.  

The  judge  also  revealed  that anot  or  had  expressed  suspicions  abou  t  s  ther  federal  prosecut  he  comment o  his  supervisors  
in  2010.  

T  hehe exposure ofMs.  Mann,  months after Mr.  Letten’s avowals that Mr.  Perricone had acted  alone,  raised doubts about t  
effectiveness  of  an  int  igat  he  Just  ment The  revelaternal  invest  ion  by  t  ice  Depart  .  ions  could  also  jeopardize  hard-fought  
convict  including  t  year  of  police  officers  involved  in  post  rina  killings  on  t  as  well  asions  —  hose  last  -Kat  he  Danziger  Bridge  —  
cont  igat  hat  o  be  st  he  former  mayor.inuing  inquiries  like  a  bribery  invest  ion  t  appears  t  eadily  encircling  C.  Ray  Nagin,  t  

Mr.  Letten  has  maintained  that  he  knew  nothing  about  his  subordinates’  online  activities,  and  there  has  so  far  been  no  
evidence  to  contradic  t .  Bu  t  o  sthat  he  problems  were  beginning  t  ack  up,  as  he  acknowledged  on  Thursday.  

“It is essential that the challenges which we take on, and especially our current challenges,  which we’re going through right  
now,  never,  ever,  ever,  under  any  circumst  hreat  o  divert  ract  ect  heances  t  en  t  or  dist  us  from  our  sacred  mission  of  prot ing  t  
freedom, the property, the lives and the quality of lives of all of our people,” he said.  

In  a statement,  Senator Mary L.  Landrieu  commended  Mr.  Letten’s  “record  of rooting  out public corruption”  but called  the  
decision “a necessary step.”  

Attorney General Eric H.  Holder Jr.  called Mr.  Letten  a “valued partner,  dedicated public servant and  a  hegood  friend.”  T  
Depart  of  Just  erim  replacement on  Thursday  and  also  named  a  federal  prosecutor  from  Georgia  whoment  ice  announced  an  int  
will be restarting the investigation into the office’s internal problems.  

Mr.  Le  ten,  who  has  worked  in  federal  law  enforcement for  nearly  t  office  as  an  inthree  decades,  began  in  his  current  erim  
appoint  in  2001 .  He  was  already  well  known,  having  led  t  ion  of  former  Gov.  Edwin  Edwards  onment  he  successful  prosecut  
bribery and racket  en  named his dog Rico,  aft he federal  racket  at e).eering  charges  (Mr.  Le  t  er  t  eering  st ut  

The  front  he  office  a  t  ime,  a  polit  ed  businessman  named  Fred  Heebe,  had  been  accused  of-runner  for  t  he  t  ically  connect  
abuse  by  a  former  wife,  and  while  Mr.  Le  t  le  in  t  ical  influence,  he  was  chosen  t  ep  in.en  had li t  he way of polit  o st  

He focused  on public corruption,  a  ern  Dist ; t  wo in  tfat target in Louisiana’s East  rict he  F.B.I.  office  here  was  one  of  only  t  he  
count o  have  t  ion  squads.ry  t  hree  public  corrupt  

“Public  corruption  was  the  most  significant local  problem  that  we  had,  and  the  only resource  that  we  had  available  to  us  
was  prosecution  in  the  U.S.  attorney’s office,”  said Louis Reigel,  who was the F.B.I.  special  agent in  charge here between  2003  
and  2005.  

Mr.  Le  t  ed  parish  president  ax  evasion,  housingen  successfully  prosecut  s  for  bribery,  sheriffs  for  mail  fraud,  mayors  for  t  
agency officials for embezzlement and  cont  ors for all kinds of tract  hings.  

Before  his  reappoint  under  t  rat  en  had  been  crit  aggressivelyment  he  Obama  administ ion,  Mr.  Le  t  icized  by  some  as  not  
pursuing  civil  rights  violations.  But  he  Just  ment  s  invest  ions  a  priorit  en  became  tonce  t  ice  Depart  made  civil  right  igat  y,  Mr.  Le  t  he  
local public face of t  of federal probes int he NewOrleans Police Depart  .he  raft  o  t  ment  

Local  support was  crucial  for  invest  ions  driven  largely  out  on,  and  t  ive  lawigat  of  Washingt  he  image  of  a  clean  and  effect  
enforcement agency  was  also  crucial  in  a  cit  rust  ut  han  opty  where  t  in  ins  it ions  is  less  t  imal.  

“There  was  sort  of  that  constant  feed  of  information  to  the  public:  here’s  a  guy  24-7  ferreting  out  crime,”  said  Harry  
Rosenberg,  who was t  ed St es a t  he early 1990s.he  Unit  at  orney  in  t  

Mr.  Le  t  en  be  seen  st  side  t  house  aft  ion,  flanked  by  his  st  heen  could  oft  anding  out  he  court  er  a  convict  aff,  applauding  t  
public for no longer putting up with Louisiana’s reputation for corruption.  

If  Mr.  Le  ten  was  seen  by  many  as  the  good  cop,  Mr.  Perricone  and  Ms.  Mann  were  seen  as  t  her  cops.  Bothe  ot  h were  
known  and  a  times  criticized  for  t  er  a  losing  an  argumentheir  aggressiveness  (Mr.  Perricone  once  shoved  a  defense  lawyer  aft  in  
a  judge’s  chambers).  T now-exposed  online  comment  he  t  which  ripped  judges,  defendant  orshe  ary  of t  wo  —  s,  fellow  prosecut  
and  politicians,  including  President Obama  — seems t  e t  ato  corroborat hose  reput ions.  
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In  t  was  Mr.  Heebe,  t  his  downfall.  Mr.  Heebe  hadhe  end,  it  he  one-time candidate forMr. Letten’s office,  who brought about  
become  a  t  of  an  invest  ion  surrounding  a  landfill  he  owned.  But  March,  he  filed  a  suit  hearget  igat  last  naming  Mr.  Perricone  as  t  
author of covert nola.com  comments.  

Mr.  Perricone  admi  ted  to  t  ions  and  resigned.  The  landfill  inquiry  was  handed  over  t  he  Justhe  allegat  o  lawyers  from  t  ice  
Department,  which  also  began  an  int  igat  own  t  Mr.  Le  t  hered  ternal  invest  ion.  Many  in  t  hought  en  had  weat  he  problems  and  would  
be  appoint  again,  regardless  of  who  won  t  e  House.ed  yet  he  Whit  

But on  Nov.  2,  Mr.  Heebe  filed  anot  ion  suit his  t  ed,  buther  defamat  ,  t  ime  naming  Ms.  Mann.  She  was  demot  given  her  
importance  to  Mr.  Le  t  he  past  hs  as  t  ing  scandal  unfolded,  ten,  and  her  silence  over  t  mont  he  comment  he  damage  was  
subst ial.ant  

“It  really is  a  shame;  he  was  undermined  by his  own  assistants,”  said  Shaun  Clarke,  a  former federal  prosecutor now  in  
private  practice.  “I  really think that he’s  done  extraordinary service  for the  New Orleans  region.  But Jim  is  the  head  man.  And  I  
guess  t  ops  withe buck st  h  him.”  

Federa  ns Resigns Amid Investigal Prosecutor In  NewOrlea  tion  
By  Michael  Muskal  
Los Angeles Times,  December 6,  2012  
Jim  Le  ten,  who  became  the  face  of  probit  ibilit  he  federal  prosecuty  and  incorrupt  y  in  New  Orleans,  resigned  as  t  ing  

a t  op deput  he Int  o post  icisms of judges and  cases.orney  amid  a  scandal  involving  t  ies  who  used  t  erne  t  anonymous  crit  
Le  t  ion  at  he  job  but insisted  heen  announced  his  resignat  a  news  conference  on  Thursday.  He  gave  no  reason  for  leaving  t  

was  not forced  out.  
“The decision ultimately was mine,” he said.  
“Make no mistake: I  stand here before you ... with enormous, unabashed pride in everything we’ve accomplished and in the  

tremendous successes we’ve forged over the years,” Letten said.  
Letten  is  the  nation’s  longest-serving  U.S.  a t  ed  in  2001 .  He  survived  bot  icorney,  appoint  h  GOP  and  Democrat  

administrations  and  earned  a  reput ion  for  fight  ion,  bad  cops  and  scammers  in  t  hs  aftat  ing  corrupt  he  freewheeling  mont  er  
Hurricane  Katrina.  

Dana  Boente,  a  first assist  U.S.  a  t  ed  t  he  office  unt  replacementant  orney  in  Virginia,  was  appoint  o  hold  t  il  a  permanent  is  
named,  t  ice  Depart  announced.he  Just  ment  

Recently,  Le ten  had been  under pressure  aft wo senior prosecut  ed t  ed  criter  t  ors  admi  t  hey  had  anonymously  post  icism  of  
judges  and  comments  about cases  on  the  Times-Picayune’s website.  

One of t  ors,  Sal Perricone,  resigned in  March.  He had described  a federal judge in  NewOrleans as someonehose  prosecut  
who “loves killers,” and  charged that “Obama and his West Wing band  of Bolsheviks have a master design  to strangle America’s  
economy.”  

Last mont  en  demot  op  assist ,  Jan  Mann,  aft  o  post  s  on  th,  Le  t  ed  his  t  ant  er  she  confessed  t  ing  anonymous  comment  he  
same  site.  

The Justice Department’s Office  of Professional Responsibility is investigating  the  postings,  which defense  attorneys have  
argued  were a case of prosecut  rying tors  improperly  t  o  influence  cases.  

On  Thursday,  A  t  he  appoint  of  John  Horn,  a  first  ant  orney  iny.  Gen.  Eric  H.  Holder  Jr.  announced  t  ment  assist  U.S.  a  t  
Georgia,  to  investigat he  online  poste  t  s  and  leaks.  

U.S.  Attorney For NewOrleans Resigns  
By  Josh  Gerstein  
Politico,  December 7,  2012  
The  t  or  in  New  Orleans,  U.S.  A  t  en,  has  resigned  amidst a  controversy  over  anonymousop  federal  prosecut  orney  Jim  Le  t  

int  post  aff.ernet  ings  by  lawyers  on  his  st  
Le  t  ure  during  a  Thursday  morning  press  conference.en  announced  his  depart  
“The decision ultimately was mine,” Letten said, according to the Associated Press.  
A  torney  General  Eric  Holder  saluted  Le  t  at  hat  ed  his  long  service,  but  refer  t he  currenten  in  a  st emen  t  not  did  not  o  t  flap.  
“As  the  longest-serving  U.S.  A  t  he  count  oday,  U.S.  A  t  en  has  demonst ed  an  unwaveringorney  in  t  ry  t  orney  Jim  Le  t  rat  

commitmen  t he  people  of  his  dist  and  t  ion  by  working  t  o  make  t  ies  safer  to  t  rict  he  nat  irelessly  t  heir  communit  hrough  reducing  
violent crime,  fighting  public corruption  and  protecting  their civil  rights,”  Holder said.  “More  recently,  [Letten]  and  his  office  were  
instrumental  in  the  department’s  efforts  in  ensuring  that  those  who  exploited  the  tragedy  of  Hurricane  Katrina  were  held  
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accountable.  He  has  been  a  valued  partner,  dedicat  and  a  good  friend,  and  I  am  grat  o  ted  public  servant  eful  for  his  service  t he  
depart  over these many years.”ment  

A  prosecutor  in  Letten’s  office,  Sal  Perricone,  resigned  in  March  after  acknowledging  he  made  online  comments  about  
pending  cases  under  a  pseudonym.  

Last month,  Letten’s top deputy Jan  Mann  was  made  similar  anonymous  postdemoted  after it was revealed  that she  ings,  
at least one ofwhich was about a case being prosecuted by Letten’s office.  

The  Justice  Department  igat  he  postis  invest  ing  t  ings.  

Top Federa  ns Resignsl Prosecutor In  NewOrlea  
By  Rick  Jervis  
USA Today,  December 6,  2012  
NEW  ORLEANS  – Jim  Le  t  orney  for  t  ern  Dist  of  Louisiana,  announced  his  resignaten,  U.S.  a  t  he  East  rict  ion  Thursday  in  

t  op  deputhe wake of scandals involving  some of his t  ies.  
Le  t  he  face  of  sweeping  ant  ion  and  crime-fight  s  for  more  t  wo  decades,  ranging  from  hisen  has  been  t  icorrupt  ing  effort  han  t  

successful prosecution  of former Louisiana governor Ed Edwards to police shoot  he wake ofHurricane Katings  in  t  rina.  
At a  morning  press  conference,  Le  t  o  resign,  effect  er  discussions  witen  said  his  decision  t  ive  Dec.  11 ,  came  aft  h  

colleagues,  Justice  Department  officials  and  his  family.  He  didn’t  specifically  address  the  Justice  Department inquiries  into  his  
deputies.  

“The decision ultimately was mine,” he said.  
T  as  serves  as  First  Assistant  U.S.he  Justice  Dept.  named  Dana  Boente  Letten’s  interim  replacement.  Boente  currently  

A t  he East  rict  e began  his careerwit  ice in  1984.orney for t  ern  Dist  ofVirginia,  Boent  h Just  
Last  month,  a  local  landfill  owner  filed  a  defamation  lawsuit  against  Letten’s  office,  accusing  one  of the  U.S.  Attorney’s  

Office  deput  ing  comment  his  company  on  a  local  news  Web  forum  under  a  pseudonym.  The  landfill  companyies  of  post  s  about  
was  under  investigation by Letten’s office on fraud charges.  

Another  deputy  resigned  earlier  t  ing  online  commenthis year under similar charges of post  s under a fake name.  
Le  ten  was  appointed  U.S.  a  t  George  W.  Bush.  Following  Kat  igatorney  in  2001  by  President  rina,  he  oversaw  invest  ions  of  

st  ed  cont  fraud  and  police  shoot  he  wake  of  t  orm.  He  has  served  for  27  years  as  a  federalorm-relat  ract  ings  of  civilians  in  t  he  st  
prosecutor, according to his office’s website.  

Letten’s  resignation  dismantles  a  lot  of the  trust  the  city  had  in  combating  corruption  and  creates  a  void  for  overseeing  
other  law  enforcement agencies,  such  as  t  ment said  Pet  a  Tulane  Universithe  New  Orleans  Police  Depart  ,  er  Scharf,  y  
criminologist.  

“We had this idea that there was one honest broker in the city,” Scharf said.  “It destroys that comforting illusion.”  
In  a  statement  orney  General  Eric  Holder  praised  Le  t,  U.S.  A  t  en.  
“As  the  longest-serving U.S.  A torney in  the  count  oday (Le t  rat  men  o try  t  en)  has  demonst ed  an  unwavering  commit  t he  

people  of  his  district and  t  ion  by  working  t  o  make  t  ies  safer  t  crime,  fighthe  nat  irelessly  t  heir  communit  hrough  reducing  violent  ing  
public  corrupt  ect  heir  civil rights,’’ Holder said.ion  and  prot ing  t  

“More  recently,  he  and  his  office  were  instrumental  in  the  department’s  efforts  in  ensuring  that  those  who  exploited  the  
t  rina  were  held  account  ner,  dedicat  and  a  good  friend,ragedy  of  Hurricane  Kat  able.  He  has  been  a  valued  part  ed  public  servant  
and I  am grateful for his service to the department over these many years.”  

Cont  ing:  Associatribut  ed  Press  

Virginia Federa  med As Interim  Replal Prosecutor Na  cement For Letten  
NewOrleans Times-Picayune,  December 7,  2012  
The  Depart  of  Just  he  int  ment  e  as  U.S.  A  t  hement  ice  announced  Thursday  t  erim  appoint  of  Dana  J.  Boent  orney  for  t  

Eastern  District  en,  who  resigned  aft  he  postof Louisiana,  replacing Jim  Le t  er 11  years in  t  .  
A  t  hat  ant  orney  John  Horn,  a  career  prosecut  he  Firstorney  General  Eric  Holder  also  announced  t  Assist  U.S.  A  t  or  and  t  

Assistant U.S.  Attorney in the U.S. Attorney’s Office  for  the  Northern  Dist  of  Georgia,  has  been  assigned  by  t  men  trict  he  depart  o  
ensure  compliance  with  a  court’s  recent  order  regarding  leaks  and  other  issues  within  Letten’s  office  that  prompted  his  
resignation.  

Horn  will  report direct o  t  he  Deput  orney  General  in  connect  h  t  he  Just  mently  t he  Office  of  t  y  A  t  ion  wit he  issues,  t  ice  Depart  
said.  Horn  has  been  a  federal  prosecutor  for  over  10  years.  
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Boente  currently  serves  as  First  ant  orney  for  t  ern  Dist  of  Virginia,  a  positAssist  U.S.  A  t  he  East  rict  ion  he  has  held  since  
2007.  He  was  acting  interim  U.S.  a  t  he  office  as  federal  prosecut  heir  case  against former  U.S.  Rep.  Williamorney  in  t  ors  made  t  
Jefferson,  D-New  Orleans.  Jefferson  was  event  ed  of  bribery  and  public  corrupt  ence.ually convict  ion  and is serving  a 13-year sent  

He  also  served  as  t  ing  U.S.  A  t  he  East  rict  o  2009.  He  previously  served  ashe  Act  orney  for  t  ern  Dist  of  Virginia  from  2008  t  
the  Principal  Deputy Assistant Attorney General for the  Justice  Department’s T  oax Division  from  2005 to  2007  and  from  2000  t  
2005,  he  handled  numerous  complex  fraud  prosecut  he  East  rict  e  served  for  16ions  for  t  ern  Dist  of  Virginia.  Previously,  Boent  
years as a trial attorney in the Justice Department’s Tax Division where he began his careerwith the department in 1984.  

“Dana  Boente  is  a  veteran  federal  prosecut  h  a  record  over  t  28  years  of  dist  o  tor  wit  he  past  inguished  service  t he  
Department of Justice,” Holder said.  “I  am  ion  andconfident that he will lead the U.S.  Attorney’s Office through this time of transit  
ensure  the  office’s continued commitment to justice for the people of the Eastern District of Louisiana.”  

Federa  nsl Prosecutor In  NewOrlea Resigns After Two  Underlings Are Accused OfMisconduct  
By  Michael  Kunzelman  And  Kevin  Mcgill  
Associated  Press,  December 7,  2012  
NEW  ORLEANS  — New Orleans’  corruption-bust  or resigned Thursday aft wo  t  ies  becameing  federal  prosecut  er  t  op  deput  

embroiled  in  a  scandal  tha  threat  o  undermine  some  of  his  biggest  anding  as  one  of  tens  t  cases  and  damaged  his  st  he  most  
popular  public  officials  in  a  cit  h  a  rich  hist  .y wit  ory of graft  

U.S.  A  t  en,  whose  successful  prosecut  her  officials  wonorney  Jim  Le  t  ion  of  a  former  Louisiana  governor  and  numerous  ot  
him  bipartisan  praise  for  more  than  a  decade,  had  been  under  mount  wo  vet  ors  admi  ting  pressure  ever  since  t  eran  prosecut  ed  
anonymously posting  criticism  of judges and  comment  cases on  a newspaperwebsits  about  e.  

At a  news  conference,  Le  t  ion  buten,  59,  gave  no  reason  for  his  resignat  said the decision “was ultimately mine.”  
He  did  not address  t  ions  against  he  previously  said  he  had  no  idea  wha  t  o  unthe  allegat  his  underlings.  But  hey  were  up  t  il  

t  ivit  filings.heir  online  act ies  were  revealed  in  court  
Unt  ly,  Le t  ed holdover who  has  held  t  since  2001,  appeared  t  o keepil  recent  en,  a  Republican-appoint  he  post  o  be  a  lock  t  

his  job  during  President  Barack Obama’s  second  term.  Instead,  his  departure  ends  his  tenure  as  the  nation’s  longest-serving  
U.S.  a torney.  

Le  t  ant  orney  when  he  secured  a  racket  ion  of  former  Gov.  Edwin  Edwardsen  won  fame  as  an  assist  U.S.  a  t  eering  convict  
in  2000.  His  office  also  successfully  prosecuted  corrupt judges,  killer  police  officers,  bribe-t  -Kataking  school  officials  and  post  rina  
scam  art s.ist  

“The  public  perception  of Jim  Letten  really  transcended  the  position  of United  States  attorney,”  said  Rafael  Goyeneche,  
director of the  Metropolitan  Crime  Commission  of New  Orleans,  a  watchdog  group.  “In  many respects,  he  is  the  public  face  of  
wha  t  o  change  abou  the people of Louisiana wan  t  he pre-Katrina ways of doing business in Louisiana.”  

Dana Boente, a first assistant U.S. attorney in Virginia, was appointed to Letten’s post in the interim.  
Letten’s downfall  was set in  motion  when  one  er  acknowledging  heof his prosecutors,  Sal Perricone,  resigned  in  March  aft  

crit  icians  and  comment  s  on  The  Times-Picayune’s website.icized  judges  and  polit  ed  on  cases  in  anonymous  post  
Among other things,  Perricone described a federal judge in  NewOrleans as someone who “loves killers,” and  charged that  

“Obama and his WestWing band ofBolsheviks have a master design to strangle America’s economy.”  
Then,  last mont  en  demot  op  assist ,  Jan  Mann,  aft  oo,  confessed  t  ing  anonymous  commenth,  Le t  ed his  t  ant  er she,  t  o post  s  

on  t  e.he  sit  
The Justice Department’s Office  of Professional Responsibility is investigating  the  postings,  which defense  attorneys have  

cited  as  evidence  the  prosecut  ried  tors  improperly  t  o  influence  cases.  
The  authors  of  the  post  filings  by  a  ts  were  unmasked  in  court  orneys  for  New  Orleans  businessman  Fred  Heebe,  whose  

landfill  operat  igat  ed  by  t  George  W.  Bush  for  U.S.ions  are  under  federal  invest  ion.  Heebe  had  been  nominat  hen-President  
a  torney  in  2001  but wit  ions  he  had  abused  an  ex-girlfriend  and  his  ex-wife.  He  denied  t  ions.  Le  thdrew  amid  allegat  he  allegat  en  
wound  up  wit he  job  insth  t  ead.  

Le t  epping down  at ime  when  his office  is ramping  up  an  invest  ion  of former New Orleans Mayor Ray Nagin’sen  is st  a t  igat  
administ ion.  The  probe  has  result  y  pleas  by  t  hey  bribed  an  unident  y  official.rat  ed  in  guilt  wo  businessmen  who  said  t  ified  cit  

The  misconduct allegat  ion  for  defense  a  t  o  challenge  ot  ions,ions  have  provided  ammunit  orneys  t  her  high-profile  prosecut  
including  the  conviction  of  five  former  New  Orleans  police  officers  on  federal  civil  right  ions  over  a  deadly  shoots  violat  ing  on  a  
bridge  aft  rina  in  2005.er  Hurricane  Kat  

Defense  a  torneys  in  the  so-called  Danziger  Bridge  case  have  asked  for  a  new  t  ha  t  s  and  otrial,  arguing  t  he  online  post  her  
media leaks were part of a campaign  t  he officers and possibly influence pot ial jurors.o  smear  t  ent  
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On  Thursday,  A  t  he  appoint  of  John  Horn,  a  first  ant  orney  inorney  General  Eric  Holder  announced  t  ment  assist  U.S.  a  t  
Georgia,  to  investigat he  online  poste  t  s  and  leaks.  

Edwards,  t  ed  of  t  urn  for  casino  licenses,he  roguish,  wisecracking  former  governor  who  was  convict  aking  payoffs  in  ret  
reacted  to  Letten’s  downfall  by  alluding  to  the  old  adage  about  watching  the  bodies  of one’s  enemies  come  floating  down  the  
river.  

“Sit by the river long enough,” he told Baton Rouge TV station WAFB. “I did.”  
Copyright 2012  Associat  s  reserved.  This  mat  be  published,  broadcast  en,  ored  Press.  All  right  erial  may  not  ,  rewri  t  

redist  ed.ribut  

U.S.  Attorney Jim  Letten  Announces  Resignation  
NewOrleans Times-Picayune,  December 7,  2012  
U.S.  A  t  en  announced  his  resignat  by  t  oporney  Jim  Le  t  ion  Thursday  amid  a  federal  probe  of  alleged  misconduct  wo  t  

deputies.  
The  longest-serving  U.S.  a  torney  in  t  ion,  Le  t  he  office  since  being  appointhe  nat  en  has  held  t  ed  by  Republican  President  

George W.  Bush in  2001 .  He held  on  t he seat  er Democrat  ed.o  t  even  aft  ic  Barack  Obama  was  elect  
Le  t  recent  ions  t  his  t  ant  ed  comment  oriesen  had  seemed  secure,  but  revelat  hat  op  assist s  had  improperly  post  s  on  news  st  

on  t  ernet  ed  quest  his  management  ions  in  pending  cases.he  Int  ,  creat  ions  about  and  raised  complicat  
Letten said it had been “an indescribable privilege to serve under two presidential administrations” and that he was proud of  

the  work  his  office  had  done.  
He  said  the  work  done  by  his  office,  which  included  high-profile  prosecutions  of  polit  he  cultical  figures,  t  ure  had  been  

changed.  
He  said  that in  consult ion  wit  ment  ice  he  has  agreed  t  ay  on  wit  ment  o  cont  e  tat  h  Depart  of  Just  o  st  h  depart  for  period  t  ribut o  

t  ransithe  t  ion.  

No.  2  Federa  nta  der,  Deeper'  Probe  Of  Letten'sl  Prosecutor  From  Atla  Likely  To  Conduct  'Broa  
Office  

By  Gordon  Russell  And  Laura  Maggi  
NewOrleans Times-Picayune,  December 7,  2012  
In  a  stinging  Nov.  26  order,  a  federal  judge  “strongly”  urged  the  Justice  Department to  name  an  independent  counsel  to  

reinvestigate  allegations  of leaks  from  U.S.  Attorney Jim  Letten’s  office  and  to  search  again  for emails  that might  shed  light on  
the  office’s online commenting scandal. The NewYork T  animes echoed that call in  editorial Sunday.  

The  wishes  of  U.S.  District Judge  Kurt  and  t  ed  —  at  part  —  h tEngelhardt  he  newspaper  were  grant  least  ially  wit he  
appoint  of John  Horn,  First  ant  orney for t  hern  Dist  ofGeorgia.ment  Assist  U.S.  A  t  he  Nort  rict  

In  a Dec.  4 letter to  Engelhardt,  Horn  said  he’s  been  appointed  as  a special  assistant to  the  attorney general  to  “prepare  
the required responses and to ensure the government’s compliance with these instructions.”  

It’s not completely clear how broad Horn’s mandate extends. In the letter,  Horn said only that he would handle the two main  
t  he  judge  assigned:asks  t  

* Redo a report that Letten’s former first assistant,  Jan Mann,  submitted to Engelhardt on  June 27.  T  purport  ohat report  ed  t  
be  an  investigation  int  he  office  —  icular  t  he  coming  guilto  alleged  leaks  by  t  in  part  he  advance  word  of  t  y  plea  of  former  New  
Orleans  police  Lt  he  Danziger  Bridge  case..  Michael  Lohman  in  t  

* Submit  an  “updated  response”  to  an  order  Engelhardt  gave  Letten’s  office  hat  order  requested  all  emailson  July  9.  T  
dealing  with  web  postings  by  employees,  including  those  “prohibiting,  admonishing,  or  cautioning”  them  about  posting  on  
nola.com  or  ot  es.her  websit  

The  judge  want  hose  emails  over  a  ts all of t  wo-year period  ending in March.  
The  initial  response  by Letten’s  office  to  the  latter order,  like  the  leak investigation,  was  completed  by Mann.  Engelhardt  

said  both  of her submissions were unreliable,  now that it’s clear she too was involved in commenting on stories at NOLA.com.  
He  chided  the  office  for  making  no  apparent effor  t  ion  report  leaks  or  t  ors  abou  to  quest  ers  about  o  ask  prosecut  heir  online  

act ies.  Horn  presumably  will  be  expect  o  do  more.ivit  ed  t  
His  letter to  Engelhardt says  that he  has  handled his  office’s  responses  “to  a number of sensitive  inquires,”  adding:  “I  am  

confident that I will accomplish a thorough and objective review of the matters pending in this case.”  
Engelhardt’s  order suggested  that the  Justice  Department tap  an  “independent counsel”  to  investigate  the  case,  saying  it  

was necessary because of the office’s own failings.  
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Prosecutors  termed  “independent  counsels”  were  heprominent  figures  throughout  the  last  quarter of the  20th  century.  T  
most famous  —  ers  —  h  St  igat  o  a  failed  Arkansas  land  deal  ledand  infamous,  in  some  quart  was  Kennet  arr,  whose  invest  ion  int  
to a much  more sprawling probe and the event  ofClintual  impeachment  on.  

Bu  t  horizing  such  independent  ors  —  ed  by  a  the  law  aut  prosecut  appoint  hree-judge  panel  and  given  broad  leeway  —  
expired  in  1999.  

Since  t  he  Just  ment  he  abilit o  appoint  ors,  as  Engelhardt  o  behen,  t  ice  Depart  has  had  t  y  t  special  prosecut  seemed  t  
suggesting.  While  these  prosecut  o  a  part  hey  st  back  t he  agency,  rat  han  tors  are  assigned  t  icular  case,  t  ill  report  o  t  her  t  o  a  
judicial  panel.  

In  t  he  Just  ment  ed  t  Horn  will  repor  t  he  deput  orney  general.  Cole  was  inhis  case,  t  ice  Depart  indicat  hat  o  James  Cole,  t  y  a  t  
the  city  on  Friday,  but  rethe did  not urn  a phone message from  The Times-Picayune.  Nor did  Horn.  

The  fac  t  Horn  will  repor  t  ice  Depart  official  rat  han  a  judicial  panel  may  t  o  limithat  o  a  Just  ment  her  t  end  t  his  scope  
somewhat,  legal  observers  said.  But  several  experts  agreed  that  they  would  be  shocked  if Horn’s  probe  was  not extremely  
thorough.  

“I  think John  Horn’s  appointment and his reporting  line  directly to  the  deputy attorney general,  the  second-in-command,  is  
very  telling,”  said  former  U.S.  Attorney  Harry  Rosenberg.  “I  think  it  shows  they  recognize  that  they  need  t  ano  conduct  
investigation  that comports not only with the federal judge’s expectations but also with the public’s expectations,  and that the  last  
round was lacking orwanting.”  

Rosenberg  said  he  t  he  new  probe  could  be  much  more  aggressive.hinks  t  
“I  would  expect the  efforts  will  be  a lot broader and  deeper than  Jan  Mann’s  report to  the  court,”  he  said.  “I  would  not be  

surprised if (Horn) winds up quest  or)  as well  as every paraprofessional in  t office  — as  well  as  exploringioning  every  (prosecut  hat  
whether subpoenas should be issued to the media to find out whether they’re willing to saywho provided them with information.”  

New Interim  U.S.  Attorney Described By FormerCollea  ir And Hagues  As Fa  rd Working  
By  Bruce  Alpert  
NewOrleans Times-Picayune,  December 7,  2012  
Washingt  —  he  veteran  prosecutor  chosen  to  run  the  New  Orleans  U.S.  Attorney’s  office  on  an  interim  basis  ison  T  

described  by  former  colleagues  as  fair,  hardworking  and  not prone  t  e  current  U.S.o  rash  decisions.  Dana  Boent  ly  serves  as  First  
Attorney for the Eastern District ofVirginia, or the office’s No. 2 official.  

It’s  the  same  U.S.  Attorney’s  office  that  successfully prosecuted  former  Rep.  William  Jefferson,  D-New  Orleans.  D-New  
Orleans  on  corruption  charges.  Boente  was a supervisor who  helped  oversee  the  prosecution  team,  though he  wasn’t involved  
directly  in  the  day-t  hat  h  a  2009  guilt  and  a  record  13-year  prison  sento-day- case  t  ended  wit  y  verdict  ence  for  Jefferson.  
Jefferson  is  now  incarcerated  a  the  federal  correct  y  in  Beaumontional  facilit  ,  TX.  

“I  am  confident that he  will lead  the  U.S.  Attorney’s  Office  through  this  time  of transition  and  ensure  the  office’s continued  
commit  t  ice  for  the  people  of  the  Eastern  District  of  Louisiana,”  Attorney  General  Eric  Holder  said  in  statementmen  o  just  
announcing Boente’s interim appointment to replace Jim Letten. Letten announced his resignation Thursday.  

Chuck  Rosenberg,  the  former  U.S,  A  torney  for  t  ern  Dist  of  Virginia,  said  Boent  ice  Departhe  East  rict  e,  a  28-year  Just  ment  
veteran,  was  his  first assist  and  served  effectant  ively.  

“Dana is remarkably diligent,  thoughtful,  and industrious,” Rosenberg said.  “Nobody works harder,  gets to the office earlier,  
or stays later. I thought I worked hard until I met him.”  

Virginia Federal Magistrate Judge Lawrence Leonard,  who also worked  with Boente in  the Virginia prosecutor’s office,  said  
he  has  all  the  qualities  required  t  he  high-profile  corrupto  oversee  t  ion  cases nowwaiting him in NewOrleans:  “Hard working,  very  
thoughtful, fair, a good communicator and a good sense of humor,” Leonard said.  

Boente,  an  comment T  an  unexpected ChristmasIllinois  native,  declined  to  hursday.  Friends  said he’s  busy preparing for  
holiday  move  to  New  Orleans.  

According  to  his  biography,  he  served  as  interim  U.S.  A  t  ween  2008  and  2009.  From  2000  torney  in  Virginia  bet  o  2005  he  
handled  complex  fraud  prosecut  he  same  Virginia  office.ions  for  t  

Before  his  work at the  Virginia  prosecutors’  office,  he  served 16 years  as  trial  attorney in  the  Justice  Department’s  Ta  ax  
Division,  where he began  his careerwit he depart  in  1984.h  t  ment  

Pot Smokers Enter Lega  shington,  Coloral Limbo  In  Wa  do  
By  Alan  Duke  
CNN,  December 5,  2012  
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(CNN)  —  A  legal  haze  descends  on  Washingt  at  smokers  Thursday,  when  possession  of  up  ton  st e  pot  o  an  ounce  of  
marijuana  by  adults  becomes  legal,  but growing  and  selling  it remains  a  crime.  

Init ive  502,  passed  last  h  by  Washingt  ers,  legalized  recreat  art  williat  mont  on  vot  ional  marijuana  use  st ing  December  6,  bu  it  
t  here  are  rules  for  growing  and  selling  itake  a  year  before  t  .  

“It  begs  the  question,  if they  can’t  buy  it  through  a  medical  marijuana  shop,  which  only  people  with  a  prescription  and  
medical  marijuana  license  can,  how  do  they  get  it?”  Washington  State  Liquor  Control  Board  spokesman  Brian  Smith  said  
Wednesday.  

Growing  and  selling  marijuana  will  st  ed  as  a  felony,  King  Count  or  Dan  Sa  t  old  CNN.ill  be  prosecut  y  Prosecut  erberg  t  
Read  more:  Marijuana  advocates hope to rise from ‘prohibition’  
“So I’m  not sure where you’re suppose to get it,” Satterberg  said.  “If you  stumble across some on  the street or it falls from  

the sky, then you can have it.  Otherwise, you are part of a criminal chain of distribution.”  
Unt he  st e  t  he  black  market  hrive  as  it  s  consumer  demands,il  t  at akes  over  managing  marijuana  sales,  t  will  t  meet  

Sa  terberg  said.  
Recreational pot smokers in Colorado could gain quicker legal access to marijuana thanks to that state’s “sophisticated and  

pretty elaborate” medical marijuana system  already in  place,  Smith  said.  Gov.  John  Hickenlooper has up to a month to sign  into  
law  Colorado’s pot decriminalization initiative after its passage is certified Thursday.  

Trafficking  in  marijuana  is  still  a  federal  crime,  bu  t  on  and  Colorado  have  appealed  the  governors  of  Washingt  o  U.S.  
A  torney  General  Eric  Holder  to  clarify  how  t  ice  Depart  will  view  recreat  sales  in  t  athe  Just  ment  ional  pot  heir  st es.  

“We don’t want to go and spend serious resources only to have it stopped by the federal government,” Smith said. “It would  
sure  help  Washington  stat  hey  weighed  in  and  made  clear  te  if  t  heir  expectations.”  

The  Justice  Department  is  reviewing  the  new  state  laws,  the  U.S.  attorney’s  office  said  Wednesday.  But it  said  that the  
department’s responsibility to enforce the Controlled Substances Act has not changed.  

“Regardless of any changes in  state  law,  including  t  hat  o  effect  on  st e,he  change  t  will  go  int  on  December  6  in  Washingt  at  
growing,  selling  or  possessing  any  amount of  marijuana  remains  illegal  under  federal  law.  Members  of  the  public  are  also  
advised  to  remember  that remains  against  o  bring  any  amount  o  federal  propertit  federal  law  t  of  marijuana  ont  y,  including  all  
federal buildings, national parks and forests, military installations and courthouses.”  

Twenty  Colorado  business  groups  have  appealed  to  Holder  t  laws,  because  of  quest  how  to  enforce  federal  pot  ions  about  o  
deal  with  workers  who  are  high.  

“There is uncertainty about our ability to terminate employees if they come to the job impaired,” said Sandra Hagen Solin of  
the Northern  Colorado Legislative Alliance.  “T  he  drug-free  workplace.  There  are  a  lothere are obligations that we  have  under  t  of  
questions that have arisen.”  

Sa  terberg  predicted  t  ice  Depart  will  int  h  a  lawsuithe  Just  ment  ervene  wit  ,  which  could  drag  on  for  years.  Read  more:  Is  
medical  marijuana  safe  for  children?  

Sea  tle  police offered a guidebook explaining Washington’s new law.  
People  over  21  can  possess  up  to  an  ounce  of  marijuana  — or 16  ounces of solid,  marijuana-infused  product,  like  cookies,  

or 72  ounces of infused  liquid,  like oil  — for  personal  use,  the  guide  says.  
“Please  note  that the  initiative  says it ‘is  unlawful  to  open  a package  containing  marijuana...  in  view of the  general public,’  

so there’s that,” it adds.  “Also, you probably shouldn’t bring pot with you to the federal courthouse (or any other federal property).”  
“T  production  of  marijuana,  andhe  Seattle  Police  Department  will  continue  to  enforce  laws  against  unlicensed  sale  or  

regulations against driving under the influence ofmarijuana, which remains illegal,” the book says.  
Growing  marijuana  at home  and  selling it to  friends or family remains against the  law,  the  guide  says.  But,  it adds,  “In  the  

future, under state law, you may be able to get a license to grow or sell marijuana.”  
Smoking pot in public, like having an  ion  —  icket  but not arrest,” it says.open beer, “could result in a civil infract  like a t  —  
“You  can certainly use marijuana in the privacy of your own home,” the guide says.  “Additionally,  if smoking a cigarette isn’t  

allowed  where  you  are  (say,  inside  an  apart  building  or  flammable  chemical  factory),  smoking  marijuana isn’t allowed therement  
either.”  

What if an  officer suspect  orist  he influence of pots a mot  is under t  ?  
“If an  officer believes you’re driving  under the  influence  of anything,  they will  conduct a  field  sobriety test and  may consult  

with  a  drug  recognition  expert,”  it  says.  “If  officers  establish  probable  cause,  they  will  bring  you  to  a  precinct  and  ask  your  
permission to draw your blood for testing. If officers have reason to believe you’re under the influence of something,  they can  get  
a warrant for a blood draw from a judge. If you’re in a serious accident, then a blood drawwill be mandatory.”  

No  longer  will  the  smell  of marijuana  emanating  from  a  vehicle  lead  to  a  search  unless  the  officer has  “information  that  
you’re trafficking,  producing or delivering marijuana in violation of state law,” it says.  
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Sea  t  hire  police  officers  who  have  used  marijuana  in  t  hree  years,  bu  t  ment  ingle  does  not  he  previous  t  he  depart  is  consult  
its lawyers “to see if and how that standard may be revised.”  

Pot use and possession by anyone under 21  is still a violation of state law.  “It may be referred to prosecutors,  just like ifyou  
were a minor in possession of alcohol,” the police guide says.  

The  ban  by  universities  and  colleges  on  smoking  pot on  campus  is  not  ed  texpect  o  change.  
Opinion: U.S. should honor states’ new pot laws  

Poll: Feds  Should Ba  tes LegackOffWhen  Sta  lize Pot  
By  Susan  Page  
USA Today,  December 6,  2012  
Americans  are  divided  over  whether  marijuana  should  be  decriminalized  —  50%  say  no,  48%  say  yes  —  tbut hey  

overwhelmingly  agree  on  this:  When  stat  e  t  ,  t  he  otes  vot o  legalize  pot he  feds  should  look  t  her  way.  
In  a  USA  TODAY/Gallup  Poll,  t  2-1 ,  63%-34%,  that the  federal  government  shouldn’t  takehose  surveyed  say  by  almost  

steps  to  enforce  federal  marijuana  laws  in  st es  t  legalize  potat  hat  .  
The  question  took  on  some  urgency  Thursday  as  Washingt  he  first at o  decriminalize  ton  became  t  st e  t  he  possession  of  

marijuana  for  recreational  purposes.  Just aft  ,  hundreds  of  celebrant  jointer  midnight  s  lit  s  at the base ofSeattle’s Space Needle.  
A  similar  law  is  scheduled  to  take  effect  ers  last  h  also  approved  a  ballot measureJanuary  in  Colorado,  where  vot  mont  

legalizing t  ure,  dist  ion  and possession of up t  s 21  and  older.he manufact  ribut  o an ounce ofmarijuana by adult  
T  hehat puts both  states in  conflict with federal law,  which lists pot in  the same Schedule 1  category as heroin  and LSD.  “T  

department’s  responsibility to  enforce  the  Controlled  Substances  Act  remains  unchanged,”  the  U.S.  Attorney’s  office  in  Sea  tle  
said in a written statement.  “Neither states nor the executive branch can nullify a statute passed by Congress.”  

Still  unclear  is  precisely  how,  and  how  aggressively,  federal  law  enforcement officials  plan  to  proceed.  
The  poll  finds  no  national  groundswell  to  decriminalize  marijuana.  Support  ion  has  risen  dramatfor  legalizat  ically  since  

1969,  when  Gallup found  Americans  opposed  the  idea  by 84%-12%.  But levels  of support  ually have  dipped  a tact  ad  from  last  
year,  when  50%  support  ion  and  46%  opposed  ited  legalizat  .  

The age group most in favor of the feds, well, chilling out, aren’t young people but those 50 to 64 years old, members of the  
Baby  Boom  generat  y  percent  he  feds  should  look  t  her  way,  as  do  69%  of  t  hoseion.  Sevent  say  t  he  ot  hose  under  30.  Among  t  
bet  .ween  30 and  49 and  seniors 65 and  older,  61% oppose enforcement  

The poll  of 1 ,015 Americans,  t  age pointaken Nov.  26-29,  has a margin  of error of +/- 4 percent  s.  

Two La  ttlews Are Welcomed AfterMidnight In  Sea  
By  Stacey  Solie  
NewYork Times,  December 7,  2012  
SEATTLE  —  At  he  King  Count  rat  s  doors  t12:01  Thursday  morning,  t  y  administ ion  building  here  opened  it  o  hundreds  of  

couples  wait  o  apply  for  marriage  licenses,  t  day  t  same-sex  couples  were  able  t  er  Washingt  ersing  t  he  first  hat  o  apply  aft  on  vot  
last mont  measure  making  it  ly  legal.h  approved  a  ballot  all  perfect  

By  5  p.m.  Thursday,  the  office  had  issued  481  licenses  —  most  hem  t  doubling  tof  t  o  same-sex  couples  —  he  previous  
record  for  licenses  issued  in  a  single  day,  Barnaby  Dow,  a  county  spokesman  said.  

Also  around  midnight,  in  another  part  of town,  a  different  kind  of party  was  taking  place  under  the  city’s  Space  Needle,  
where dozens of people had gat  o celebrat he vot o legalize recreat  he st e.hered t  e t  e t  ional use ofmarijuana in  t  at  

Besides  approving  same-sex  marriage,  Washington  voters  last  h  also  passed  ballotmont  measure  I-502,  legalizing  
possession  of  up  t  hose  21  and  older.  And  even  t  ill  illegalo  an  ounce  of  marijuana  for  t  hough  smoking  marijuana  in  public  is  st  
under the  new  rules,  and  all  marijuana  smoking  and  possession  remains  illegal  under federal  law,  the  city’s  police  department  
has been  t  o stold  t  and  down  for  now.  

The  police  depart  clarify the  new  law:  “Does  this  mean  you  should  flagrantly  roll  up  a  mega-ment’s  Web  site  attempts  to  
spliff and light up in  the middle of the street? No.  If you’re smoking pot in  public,  officers will be  giving helpful  reminders  to  folks  
abou  t  ions  under  I-502 (like not smoking pot in public).”he  rules  and  regulat  

The  line  a  the  marriage  license  bureau  at one  point  he  block  and  halfway  around  tsnaked  down  t  he  building.  
The  King  County  executive,  Dow  Const ine,  operat  o  t  room  witant  ing  on  one  hour  of  sleep,  was  on  his  way  t he  rest  h  a  

toothbrush  and  a  t  oot  e.  It  ant  he  decision  t  he  doors  at  and  t  stube of t hpast  was Mr.  Const ine who made t  o open  t  midnight  o get aff  
to  volunteer  t  hrough  to  work  t  he  wee  hours.  

“People  have  waited  years  for  this,”  he  said.  “They  should  not  have  to  wait  a  minute  longer  to  take  advantage  of their  
rights.”  
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As  a  the  Space  Needle,  the  at  ory.  There  were  flowers,  people  blowing  bubbles  and  supportmosphere  was  celebrat  ers  who  
serenaded those in line with “Going to the Chapel.”  

“People are brimming with optimism,” Mr. Constantine said.  
By  midday,  the  party  at  ed  a  bit  he  line.  The  more  t  ,  tmosphere  had  dissipat  ,  as  had  t  han  400  licenses  handed  out hough,  

handily  bea  the previous single-day record  of 212,  Mr.  Dow said.  
Ma  t Beebe,  31 ,  and  David  Mifflin,  38,  missed  t  rush,  and  posed  for  a  phot  h  the  mad  midnight  o  wit heir  newly  signed  

cert  e.ificat  
“When  I  was  growing  up,  I  never thought I’d  be  able  to  get  married,  or have  my  relationship  recognized  by  society,”  Mr.  

Beebe said. “I thought it would have to be secret.”  
They  exchanged  vows  at a  wedding  in  July  before  t  o  go  t  y  Hall  on  Sunday  for  a  civilhe  marriage  was  legal.  They  plan  t  o  Cit  

ceremony.  In  Washington,  couples  are  required  to  wai  t  er  ge  t  heir  license  three  days  aft  ing  t  o  be  married.  
Much  of  t  ing  of  bot  ion  night  he  st  s  of  Capit  hhe  celebrat  h  new  laws  had  happened  on  elect  ,  when  t  reet  ol  Hill  filled  wit  

revelers.  
And  not everyone  is  celebrat  os,  45,  volunt  a  local  marijuana  dispensary  and  smokes  ting.  Angel  Mart  eers  at  o  ease  pain  

from  treatment  omach  cancer.  She  said  t  ed  wit  tfor  st  he  dispensary  has  been  inundat  h  calls  from  people  who  wan  o  buy  
marijuana  for recreational  use,  even  though  it is  illegal  for the  dispensaries  to  sell  it to  them.  “It is  a  good  thing  in  theory,”  Ms.  
Martos said,  “but the law itself is misleading.”  

Administration  Weighs Legal Action  Aga  tes Tha  lized Ma  nainst Sta  t Lega  rijua Use  
By  Charlie  Savage  
NewYork Times,  December 7,  2012  
WASHINGTON  —  e  House  and  Just  ment officials  are  considering  plans  for  legal  action  againstSenior  Whit  ice  Depart  

Colorado  and  Washingt  hat  er-approved  init ives  t  he  recreat  hoseon  t  could  undermine  vot  iat  o  legalize  t  ional  use  of  marijuana  in  t  
st es,  according  t  h  t  ions.at  o  several  people  familiar  wit he  deliberat  

Even  as  marijuana  legalizat  ers  are  celebrat  heir  vict  he  t  at  he  Obama  administ ion  hasion  support  ing  t  ories  in  t  wo  st es,  t  rat  
been  holding  high-level  meetings  since  the  elect  o  debat he  response  of  federal  law  enforcement  o  tion  t  e  t  agencies  t he  
decriminalizat  s.ion  effort  

Marijuana  use  in  bot  at  inues  t  he  federal  Cont  ances  Act  ion  is  t  heh  st es  cont  o  be  illegal  under  t  rolled  Subst  .  One  opt  o  sue  t  
st es  on  t  hat  o  regulat  ed  by  federal  law.  Should  t  ice  Depart  prevail,  itat  he  grounds  t  any  effor  t  e  marijuana  is  pre-empt  he  Just  ment  
would  raise  t  y  of  st  he  ent  iat  he  t  hat  ers  would  not have  approved  legalizing  thehe  possibilit  riking  down  t  ire  init ives  on  t  heory  t  vot  
drug  wit  ight  ions  and  licensing  similar  t  rols  on  hard  alcohol.hou  t  regulat  o  cont  

Some  law  enforcement officials,  alarmed  a  he  prospec  t  marijuana  users  in  bot  at  used  t  ingt  hat  h  st es  could  get  o  flout  
federal  law  openly,  are  said  to  be  pushing  for  a  stern  response.  But  ical  complicatsuch  a  response  would  raise  polit  ions  for  
President Obama  because  marijuana  legalizat  s  who  jus  t  o  re-elect him.ion  is  popular  among  liberal  Democrat  urned  ou  t  

“It’s  a  a  the  University  of T  at Auststicky  wicket for  Obama,”  said Bruce  Buchanan,  political  science  professor  at  exas  in,  
saying  any  aggressive  move  on  such  a  high-profile question  would be  seen  as “a  slap in  the  face to his base right after they’ve  
just handed him a chance to realize his presidential dreams.”  

Federal  officials  spoke  on  condit  y  because  t  aut  o  discuss  t  er.  Severalion  of  anonymit  hey  were  not  horized  t  he  ma  t  
caut  ha  t  ions  including  enforcement  ies,  lit  ion  st egyioned  t  he  issue  had  raised  complex  legal  and  policy  considerat  —  priorit  igat  rat  
and  t  of int  ional  ant  reat  —  hat  hat  .he  impact  ernat  idrug  t  ies  t  remain  unresolved,  and  t  no  decision  was  imminent  

The  Obama  administration  declined  t  on  t  ions,  but  ed  t  at  t  ice  Departo  comment  he  deliberat  point  o  a  st emen  he  Just  ment  
issued  on  Wednesday  — t  he  init ive  t  in  Washingt  in  t  he  Unit  at  orney  inhe  day  before  t  iat  ook  effect  on  —  he  name  of t  ed St es  a t  
Sea  tle,  Jenny  A.  Durkan.  She  warned  Washington  resident ha  ts  t  he  drug  remained  illegal.  

“In enacting the Controlled Substances Act, Congress determined that marijuana is a Schedule I  controlled substance,” she  
said.  “Regardless of  any  changes  in  st e  law,  including  t  hat  o  effect  on  St e,at  he  change  t  will  go  int  on  December  6  in  Washingt  at  
growing, selling or possessing any amount ofmarijuana remains illegal under federal law.”  

Ms.  Durkan’s  statement  also  hinted  at  the  deliberations  behind  closed  doors,  saying:  “The  Department  of  Justice  is  
reviewing  the  legalization  initiatives  recently  passed  in  Colorado  and  Washington  State.  The  department’s  responsibility  to  
enforce the Controlled Substances Act remains unchanged.”  

Federal  officials  have  relied  on  t  at  erpart o  handle  smaller  marijuana  cases.  Inheir  more  numerous  st e  and  local  count  s  t  
reviewing  how  t  o  t  he  int  ask  force  —  ice  Depart  headquart  heo  respond  t he  new  gap,  t  eragency  t  which  includes  Just  ment  ers,  t  
Drug  Enforcement Administ ion,  t  at  ment  he  offices  of  t  e  House  Counsel  and  t  or  of  Natrat  he  St e  Depart  and  t  he  Whit  he  direct  ional  
Drug  Control  Policy  —  ratis  considering  several  st egies,  officials  said.  

15  

Document  ID:  0.7.6033.10295-000004  

http://www.nytimes.com/2012/12/07/us/marijuana-initiatives-in-2-states-set-federal-officials-scrambling.html


                    

                       


              
                    

                   


                    

            

                 

                  

                    

                


  
                


                   

                 


   

            
  
     

                  

                       


    
               


                  

         

                   

                      

     

                       

 

                   

           

                 

        

                     

                  


       
                      

                    


                     
                   


   
                  
                   


    
             

                     


           
                


       

  

t
t

tt t t

t

t

t

t

t

One  option  is  for  federal  prosecutors  t  low-level  marijuana  users  of  t  hey  unto  bring  some  cases  against  he  sor  t  il  now  have  
rarely  bot  h,  wait  o  make  a  mot  o  dismiss  t  he  drug  is  now  legal  in  t  st e.hered  wit  ing  for  a  defendan  t  ion  t  he  case  because  t  hat at  
The  department could  t  ain  a  court  hat  rumps  t  athen  obt  ruling  t  federal  law  t  he  st e  one.  

A  more  aggressive  option  is  for  the  Just  men  o  file  lawsuit  he  st es  t  hem  from  se  tice  Depart  t  s  agains  t  at  o  preven  t  ing  up  
syst  o  regulat  ax  marijuana,  as  t  iat  emplat  agrees  t  such  regulat  ed  byems  t  e  and  t  he  init ives  cont  ed.  If  a  court  hat  ions  are  pre-empt  
federal  ones,  it  will  open  the  door  to  a  broader  ruling  about  whether  the  regulatory  provisions  can  be  “severed”  from  those  
eliminating  stat  ions  — orwhet  he ent  iat  be ste  prohibit  her  t  ire  init ives  must  ruck  down.  

Anot  ent  o  cut  s  t he  st es  unless  t  ures  rest  imarijuanaher  pot ial  avenue  would  be  t  off  federal  grant o  t  at  heir  legislat  ored  ant  
laws,  said  Gregory  Katsas,  who  led  the  civil  division  of  t  ice  Depart  during  t  rathe  Just  ment  he  George  W.  Bush  administ ion.  

Mr.  Kat  ical  t  a  pre-empt  would  succeed.  He  said  he  was  also  skept  hat wassas  said  he  was  skept  hat  ion  lawsuit  ical  t  it  
necessary,  since  t  could  prosecut  hose  st es  regardless  of  whet  he  st eshe  federal  government  e  marijuana  cases  in  t  at  her  t  at  
regulat  he  drug.ed  t  

Still,  federal  resources  are  limited.  Under  t  rat  he  Just  menthe  Obama  administ ion,  t  ice  Depart  issued  a  policy  for  handling  
st es  t  have  legalized  medical  marijuana.  It  use  t  ed  resources  t  erat  hat  says  federal  officials  should  generally  not  heir  limit  o  go  aft  
small-t  should  for  large-scale  t  ions.  The  result has  been  more  federal  raids  on  dispensaries  thanime  users,  but  rafficking  organizat  
many  liberals  had  expected.  

One Toke Over The Line In  Wa  te,  Where Pot Is NowLegashington  Sta  l  
By  Kim  Murphy  
Los Angeles Times,  December 6,  2012  
SEATTLE  —More  t  okers  gat  he  Space  Needle  a  t  roke  of  midnighthan  100 hard-core t  hered  under t  he st  Wednesday night  

to light one up in celebration  ofWashington state’s newmarijuana  law,  which  makes  it legal  for  t  o  possess  anhose  21  and  older  t  
ounce  or  less  of pot.  

Voters  in  Washington  and  Colorado  approved  the  nation’s  first  recreational  marijuana  laws  in  November,  and  though  
Colorado’s  doesn’t take  effect  until  January,  the  Washington  initiat  possession  as  of  Thursday  —ive  allows  pot  though  it’s  still  
illegal  for  t  o  buy,  sell  or  grow  marijuana.he  momen  t  

And  smoking publicly remains against the law.  T  s  under  ahat didn’t stop the bandanna-clad  crew  puffing  on  pipes  and  joint  
chilly  night sky  early  Thursday,  and  it  he  Sea  t  ment  in  t  o  arrestappeared  t  le  Police  Depart  was  not  he  mood  t  anyone  on  a  night  
most seemed  t ake  as  celebrato  t  ory.  

“The Dude  abides,  and  says,  ‘Take  it inside!’  “ the  SPD posted  on  its police blotter,  under a photo of Jeff Bridges as “The  
Big Lebowski.”  

The department issued  a bulletin  to officers directing them  “until further notice” to take no enforcement action,  other than  a  
verbal  warning,  agains  those  violating  t  iathe  new  law,  known  as  Init ive  502.  

“We  had  a  city  ordinance  prior  to  this  that  said  marijuana  enforcement  was  our  lowest  enforcement  priority,”  police  
depart  spokesman  JeffKappel t  he Los Angeles Times.ment  old  t  

The  state’s  Liquor  Control  Board,  tasked  with  setting  up  regulations  to  carry  ou  he  law,  will  over  t  year  draft at  he  next  
framework  for  licensing  growers,  handlers  and  retailers  that  iat  ers  hope  will  put  drug  dealers  outinit ive  support  black  market  of  
business.  

The state’s existing medical marijuana law remains unchanged.  
“I  think  we  have  some  abilit o  use  our  experience  in  regulat  o  me  a  similar  public  safety  t  ing  liquor,  which  is  t  y  kind  of  

product,”  the  control  board’s  administrative  director,  Pat Kohler,  said  in  an  interview.  “You  want to  ensure  heit doesn’t get in t  
hands  ofminors, and you want to make sure it doesn’t get in the wrong hands, where it can be used improperly.”  

State  officials  believe  t  y  t  ion  on  st e-produced  marijuana  called  for  under  the  heft axat  at  he  law  could  bring  in  $2  billion  over  
t  five  years.he  next  

St  move  may  be  next  he  federal  government  ill  considers  marijuana  possession  a  felony.ill  unclear  is  what  from  t  ,  which  st  
T  a  on  Wednesday  that  said it  washe  U.S.  attorney’s  office  in  Seattle  issued  warning  from  the  U.S.  Justice  Department  

t  s  enforcement  y  seriously.aking  it  responsibilit  
“The  department’s  responsibility  to  enforce  the  Controlled  Substances  Act  remains  unchanged,”  the  statement  said.  

“Regardless  of any  changes  in  state  law,  including  the  change  that  will  go  into  effect  on  Dec.  6  in  Washington  state,  growing,  
selling  or  possessing any amount ofmarijuana remains illegal under federal law.”  

Likewise,  it said,  bringing  pot  o  any  federal  propert  ional  parks  and  forest  ary  inst  ions  andont  y,  including  nat  s,  milit  allat  
court  inue  thouses,  would  cont  o  be  a  poor  idea.  
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Washington's Legaliza  rijua —  rMore Complica  ntion  OfMa  na  Fa  ted Tha It Might Seem  At First Puff  
By  Gene  Johnson  
Associated  Press,  December 7,  2012  
SEATTLE  —  People  openly  lit  s  under  t  Seattle’s  sidewalks  t  he  smoke  at TVjoint  he  Space  Needle  and  on  —  hen  blew  t  

news  cameras.  o those  looking  to  “get baked,”  the  city’s  police  department  suggested pizza  and  a “Lord  of the  Rings”  movieT  
marathon.  

What,  exactly,  is  going  on  in  Washingt  aton  st e?  
Marijuana  possession  became  legal  under  st e  law  Thursday,  t  ers  t  eat  he  day  a  measure  approved  by  vot  o  regulat  

marijuana  like  alcohol  t  .  It  ed  midnight  ions  from  pot  ivist  he  war  on  drugs  has  failed.ook  effect prompt  celebrat  act  s  who  say  t  
But as  t  ion  arrives,  Washingt  monthe  dawn  of  legalizat  on  and  Colorado,  where  a  similar  law  passed  last  h,  now  face  some  

genuinely  complicat  h  do  you  go  about  ing  a  funct  ?  How  do  you  ensureed  dilemmas:  How  on  Eart  creat  ioning,  legal  weed  market  
adults  the  freedom  t  responsibly,  or  not  away  from  to  use  pot  so  responsibly,  while  keeping  it  eenagers?  

And  perhaps  most pressingly,  will  t  ice  Depart  just and  by  while  t  at  o  the  Just  ment  st  he  st es  issue  licenses  t he  growers,  
processors and  sellers of a subst  hatance  t ,  under  federal  law,  remains  very  much  illegal?  

“We’re  building  this  from  the  ground  all  the  way  up,”  said  Brian  Smith,  spokesman  for  the  Washington  Liquor  Control  
Board,  which  is  charged  with  regulating  the  drug.  “The  initiative  didn’t  just  wave  a  magic  wand  and  make  everybody here  an  
expert on  marijuana.”  

The  measures  approved  Nov.  6  have  t  s.  First hey  OK  t  o  an  ounce  of  marijuana  bywo  main  facet  ,  t  he  possession  of  up  t  
adults  over  21 .  Tha  took  effect  on,  t  remains  illegal  — for  now  — t  ,  so  people  have  tThursday  in  Washingt  hough  it  o  sell  pot  o  
keep  ge  ting  it from  the  marijuana  fairy.  

In  Colorado,  where  pot fans  will  also  be  able  t  heir  own  plant he  law  t  by  Jan.  5.o  grow  t  s,  t  akes  effect  
The  other part of the  measures,  the  regulatory schemes,  are  trickier.  Washington’s  Liquor Control Board,  which has been  

regulating alcohol for 78 years,  has a year to adopt  he fledgling pot  ry: Howmany growers,  processors and  strules  for  t  indust  ores  
should  t  y?  Should  t  s  on  pot  he  pot  ed,  packaged  and  labeled?here  be  in  each  count  here  be  limit  ency?  How  should  t  be  inspect  

To  help  answer  t  ions,  officials  will  t  o  expert  he  field  —  s  and  somehose  quest  urn  t  s  in  t  including  police,  public  policy  expert  
of  the  state’s  many  purveyors  of  medical  marijuana.  Smith  anticipates  undercover  monitoring  operations  to  make  sure  the  
privat  ate,  st e-licensed stores aren’t selling to minors.  

With  legalization,  officials  need  t  some  of  t  hat  o  reduce  to  look  at  he  measures  t  have  been  shown  t  een  drinking,  said  Derek  
Franklin,  president of  t  on  Associat  ance  Abuse  and  Violence  Prevent  includes  public  educathe  Washingt  ion  for  Subst  ion.  That  ion  
abou  t  use  and  driving  while  st  rols  t  oned  drivers,  and  encouraging  cit  o  adopthe  risks  of  pot  oned,  emphasize  pat  o  look  for  st  ies  t  
laws t  hold parent  able if t  part  which kids are provided  marijuana.hat  s  account  hey  host  ies  at  

“We’re really going to need to get all hands on deck to sort through this,” he said.  
The  marijuana  will  be  t  h  revenues  possibly  reaching  hundreds  of  millions  of  dollars  a  year  for  schools,axed  heavily,  wit  

healt  services  and  subst  ion.h  care,  basic  government  ance  abuse  prevent  
Unless,  of  course,  the  Justice  Depart  has  somet  o  say  abou  itment  hing  t  .  
Few  people  question  the  states’  ability  to  simply  remove  all  penalties  under  their  he  federalown  laws  for  marijuana.  T  

government would  remain  free  t  at  ores  and  prosecut hose  involved  in  federal  court  as  to  raid  st e-licensed  growers  or  st  e  t  ,  just  hey  
remain  free  to  shut down  medical  marijuana  dispensaries  in  st es  witat  h  medical  marijuana  laws.  

Whet  at  e  an  illegal  subst  her  quest  ut  he  answer  isher  a  st e  can  regulat  ance  is  anot  ion.  Many  cons  it ional  law  scholars  say  t  
no:  Washington  and  Colorado’s  regulatory  schemes  obviously  conflict  with  marijuana’s  prohibition  in  the  federal  Controlled  
Subst  ,  and  when  st e  and  federal  laws  conflict he  feds  win  out hey  say.ances Act  at  , t  , t  

So  the  Justice  Department  could  likely  sue  to  block  the  regulatory  schemes.  But  will  it?  What’s  better,  from  the  
administration’s perspective —  h  regulat  h  no  oversightan  ounce ofweed legalized  wit  ion  or an  ounce ofweed legalized  wit  ?  

The  depart  has  given  no  hint  s  plans.ment  s  abou  it  
While  pot  fans  wait  for  an  answer,  they  partying.  Tare  hough  Washington’s  law  prohibits  smoking  in  public,  about  200  

gat  he  Space  Needle  for  yle  count  o  midnight  hered  on  a  sidewalkhered  under  t  a  New  Year’s  Eve-st  down  t  .  A  few  dozen  gat  
out  he  nort  le  headquart  he  annual  Hempfest  ion  and  did  t  s  t  ers.side t  h Sea t  ers of t  celebrat  he same,  offering joint o report  

“I feel like a kid in a candy store!” shouted Hempfest volunteer Darby Hageman. “It’s all becoming real now!”  
The  Sea tle  Police  Department  s 1 ,300  officers,  t  hem  no  t  e any  cit ions  for  smoking potemailed  it  elling  t  o  writ  at  in  public  

unt  her  not  er  init ive  passed  in  2003  made  marijuana  enforcement the department’s lowest priority,  and for yearsil  furt  ice.  A  vot  iat  
officers  have  looked  t  her  way  while  t  up  at Hempfest.he  ot  housands  light  
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Officers  will  nevert  t  hal-Lee  wrot  heheless  advise  people  no  o  smoke  in  public,  police  spokesman  Jonah  Spangent  e  on  t  
SPD  Blotter. “The police department believes that, under state law, you  may responsibly get baked, order some pizzas and enjoy  
a `Lord of the Rings’ marathon in the privacy of your own home, if you want to.”  

He  offered  a  cat  ive  referring  t he  film  “T  he  Dudechy  new  direct  o  t  he  Big  Lebowski,”  popular with  many marijuana  fans:  “T  
abides, and says `take it inside!’”  

Gene  Johnson  can  be  reached  at h  t  wi  t  le.ps://t  er.com/GeneAPsea  t  
Copyright 2012  Associat  s  reserved.  This  mat  be  published,  broadcast  en,  ored  Press.  All  right  erial  may  not  ,  rewri  t  

redist  ed.ribut  

ConsumerBureau Signs  D  ta  l With Justice DepaDea  rtment*  
By  Cart  y,  Bloomberg  Newser  Doughert  
Bloomberg  News,  December 7,  2012  
The  U.S.  Consumer  Financial  Protection  Bureau  and  t  ment  ice  will  share  informat  o  sthe  Depart  of  Just  ion  t  reamline  

enforcement of fair-lending laws,  t  wo agencies announced.he  t  
“T  he  CFPB  can  bring  t he  fight against lendinghe  Department  of  Justice  welcomes  the  new  tools  and  resources  t  o  t  

discrimination,”  Thomas  E.  Perez,  assistant  attorney  general  for  the  department’s  civil  rights  division,  said  in  an  e-mailed  
st ementat  .  

Bot he  consumer bureau,  which  was  creat  he  Dodd- Frank law of 2010,  and t  ment  horit o fighth t  ed by t  he  depart  have  aut  y t  
discrimination  in  lending  under  the  Equal  Credit  unit  .  The  act  ion  in  lending  on  tOpport  y  Act  bars  discriminat  he  basis  of  race,  
religion,  national  origin  and  other  prot ed  catect  egories.  

Under t  he t  ion  and t  eps t  confident  o t  at  .he  accord,  t  wo  agencies  will  share  informat  ake  st  o  keep  it  ial,  according  t he  st ement  
They will  also not  her of enforcement  o avoid  unnecessary duplicat  o t  at  .ify  each  ot  work  t  ion,  according  t he  st ement  

To  cont  he  report  his  st  er  Doughert  on  at  y6@bloomberg.netac  t  er  on  t  ory:  Cart  y  in  Washingt  cdoughert  
To  cont  he  edit  his  st  mreynolds34@bloomberg.netac  t  or  responsible  for  t  ory:  Maura  Reynolds  at  

US Prosecutors In  Illinois Collect Millions  In  Fisca  r 2012l Yea  
Associated  Press,  December 6,  2012  
CHICAGO  (AP)  — U.S.  Attorney’s  offices  in  Illinois  have  announced  they’ve  collected  millions  of dollars  in  the  fiscal  year  

2012  t  ions.hrough  criminal  and  civil  act  
The office for the Northern  District of Illinois includes Chicago and is one of the nation’s busiest.  It  ed  more  tcollect  han  $31  

million. That’s just under its annual budget of nearly $35 million.  
The  Sout  rict  h  offices  in  East .  Louis  and  Bent  in  nearly  $9  million.  And  t  ralhern  Dist  of  Illinois  wit  St  on  brought  he  Cent  

District of Illinois based  in  Springfield  collected  over  $4.5  million.  
Nationwide,  federal prosecutors’  offices collected  a  hat doubles the  $6.5 billion  collected in  fiscal  yeartotal  of $13 billion.  T  

2011 .  
The $13 billion  is also six times the appropriat  s of ted  budget  he  94  offices  combined.  
Copyright 2012  Associat  s  reserved.  This  mat  be  published,  broadcast  en,  ored  Press.  All  right  erial  may  not  ,  rewri  t  

redist  ed.ribut  

Federa  ke In  $10M In  Local Prosecutors Ta  l Fines  
By  Chris  Bagley  
Triangle Business Journal,  December 6,  2012  
Federal  prosecut  heir  local  cases  in  t  recent  ut  herors  said  t  he  most  fiscal year yielded $10.2  million  in  fines,  res it ion  and  ot  

repayments.  
The  total  included  $8.1  million  result  ions  in  t  ern  Dist  of  Norting  from  criminal  prosecut  he  East  rict  h  Carolina  and  $2.1  million  

from  civil  lawsuit  orney  Thomas  Walker  said.s  filed  by  various  federal  agencies,  U.S.  A  t  
The annual t al was down from  $15.6 million  in  t  he 2010 fiscal year.ot  he 2011  fiscal year and $10.8 million  in  t  
Fines  in  many  criminal  cases  are  used  in  par  t  ut  ims  who  have  suffered  financial  losses  or  physicalo  fund  res  it ion  for  vict  

injuries.  The  civil  lawsuit  he  False  Claims  Act  he  governmen  t  es  include  cases  filed  under  t  ,  which  allows  t  o  recoup  inappropriat  
charges  from  cont  ors.  Chris  Bagley  covers  t  ry,  t  at  ilit  erract  he  legal-services  indust  ransport ion  and  ut ies.  Follow  him  on  Twi  t  
@TriBizLaw  
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SUPREME COURT:  

Generic Drug Accords  Face Review By U.S.  Supreme Court  
By  Greg  Stohr  
Bloomberg  News,  December 7,  2012  
A  mult  bet  he  drug  indust  rust  o  get U.S.  Supreme  Court review  in  aibillion-dollar  fight  ween  t  ry  and  an  it  enforcers  is  poised  t  

case  that may  det  he  marketermine  how  quickly  low-price  generic  medicines  reach  t  .  
The  justices  will  say  as  early  as  today  whether  they’ll  scrutinize  “pay  for  delay”  agreements  t  tha  he  Federal  Trade  

Commission  says  cost cust  he  accords,  brand-name  drugmakers  pay  ot  oomers  $3.5  billion  each  year.  Under  t  her  companies  t  
hold  off selling generic versions.  The pharmaceut  ry says t  imat  lement  ent  es.ical  indust  he  accords  are  legit  e  se  t  s  of  pat  disput  

Companies have st  han 100 such deals since 2005.  Medicines made by Bayer AG (BAYN),  Merck & Co.  (MRK),ruck  more  t  
Brist  son  Pharmaceut  ical  Indust  d.  (TEVA)  haveol-Myers  Squibb  Co.  (BMY),  Wat  icals  Inc.  (WPI)  and  Teva  Pharmaceut  ries  Lt  
been  t  cases,  as  FTC  Chairman  Jon  Leibowit  o  crack  down  on  t  ice.he focus of court  z seeks t  he pract  

“This  case  could  determine  how  an  entire  industry does  business  because  it  would  dramatically  affect the  economics  of  
each  decision  t  roduce  a  generic  drug,” said Ralph Neas,  president and chief executive officer of the Generic Pharmaceuticalo  int  
Associat  on-based  tion,  a  Washingt  rade  group.  

Wit  s  divided  on  t  y  of  t  lement  s,  drug  companiesh  federal  appeals  court  he  propriet  he  se  t  s,  also  known  as  reverse  payment  
and  an  it  enforcers  alike  are  urging  t  o  set  ionwide  st  oft  ervenes  when  lowerrust  he  Supreme  Cour  t  a  nat  andard.  The  court en  int  
courts  are  split on  a  legal  issue.  A  decision  t ake  up  to  t  he  issue  would  mean  a  ruling  by  June.  

The  FTC,  backed  by  the  Justice  Depart  ,  is  appealing  a  ruling  t  reject  s  suit  Solvay  Pharmaceutment  hat  ed  it  against  icals  
Inc.,  now  owned  by  Abbo  t Laborat  hree  generic-drug  manufact  reat  for  lowories  (ABT),  and  t  urers  over  Androgel,  a  t  ment  
t ostest erone  in  men.  

The  FTC  says  t  he  drug  was  poised  t  least  in  2007,  aft he  Food  and  Drug  Administ ionhe  price  for  t  o  fall  at  75  percent  er  t  rat  
had  given  its  approval  to  generic  versions.  Faced  wit he  prospect  s,  Solvay  insth t  of losing $125  million  in  annual profit  ead paid  
the  three  generic-drug  producers,  including  Wat  o  delay  t  ing  versions  untson,  as  much  as  $42  million  a year t  heir compet  il 2015,  
the  FTC  says.  

“T  sense  only as  a mechanism  for Solvay to  pay its  nascent generic competitors  to  delayhe  agreements  made  economic  
competing with it,” the FT  papers.C said in court  

The  companies  say  FDA  approval  was  no  guarant  generic  compe  it  en  t ,  ifee  of  imminent  ion  because  Solvay  had  a  pat  hat  
backed  by  t  s,  would  have  prot ed  t  il  2020.  Solvay  says  it  he  last  hat  enthe  court  ect  he  drug  unt  gave  up  t  five  years  of  t  pat  
protection  as  part  he  agreementof t  .  

“Solvay agreed  to  less  exclusion  than  it lawfully and  realistically might have  obtained  in  the  exercise  of its  constitutionally  
protected right to assert its patent reasonably,” the Abbott unit argued in court papers.  

The  companies  say  t  s  were  compensat  o  be  provided  by  t  urers,he  payment  ion  for  services  t  he  generic-drug  manufact  
including Watson’s marketing ofAndrogel to urologists.  

The  high  court is  also  weighing  drug  company  appeals  in  a  similar  clash  over  K-Dur,  Merck’s  t  ment  assiumreat  for  pot  
deficiency.  In  t  case,  a  federal  appeals  court  hat  h  claims  t  Schering- Plough,hat  ruled  t  drug  purchasers  could  press  ahead  wit  hat  
now  part of  Merck,  violat  rust  h  Laborat  o  delayed  federal  an  it  laws  in  1997  by  paying  Upsher-Smit  ories  Inc.  $60  million  t  
int  ion  of a generic version  ofK-Dur.roduct  

Supreme  Court review  would  t  t  ersect  rust  ion,  and  pat  law,es  he  int  ion  of  an  it  principles,  which  encourage  compe  it  ent  
which  gives  innovat  heir  product  ension  is  complicat  he  drug  cont  because  of  a  federal  lawors  a  monopoly  over  t  s.  Tha  t  ed  in  t  ext  
that aims  t  o  marketo  bring  generic  versions  t  quickly.  

Under  t  ch-Waxman  Act he  company  t  files  t  FDA  applicat  o  sell  a  generic  drug  get he  righ  tohe  Hat  , t  hat  he  first  ion  t  s t  
market it  hs  if  it  ypically  t  by  texclusively  for  six  mont  is  approved.  The  FDA  filing  t  riggers  a  lawsuit  he  brand-name  company  
claiming  it  ents  pat  is  being  infringed.  

The  FTC  and  its  allies,  including  31  stat  hose  infringement  en  baseless,  making  t  lementes,  say  t  claims  are  oft  he  se  t  s  
similarly  dubious.  The  agency  says  generic-drug  makers  have  won  about 75  percent  he  pat  suit hat  igatof t  ent  s t have  been  lit  ed  
t .o  final  judgment  

The  FTC  says  it has  less  concern  about  lement hat  a  dat  ry  wit  involving  a  paymentse  t  s  t  set  e  for  generic  ent  hout  ,  accords  
the agency says may simply reflect the  prospects of success in  the  infringement case.  A reverse  payment,  by contrast,  “is most  
naturally understood as consideration for the generic manufacturer’s agreement to delay market entry,” the FTC said.  
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Prices  for  generics  typically  are  20  percen  to  30  percent  han  t  erpartless  t  he  name-brand  count  s,  and  in  some  cases  are  as  
much  as  90  percent cheaper,  according  t he  FTC.o t  

Drug  companies  say  t  lement  ion  and  encourage  innovat  ical  Research  andhe  se  t  s  enhance  compe  it  ion.  The  Pharmaceut  
Manufacturers ofAmerica,  which  represents brand-name drugmakers,  t  he just  hatold t  ices t  companies spend  an  average of $1 .3  
billion  t  e a drug,  count  he cost of failed products.o  creat  ing  t  

hout rong  pat  ion  le  cases  —  o  make  tWit  st  ent protect  —  and  broad  power  to  se  t  companies  would  be  less  willing  t  hat  
investment,  t  rade  group  said  in  court  icizing  t  he  Merck  case  by  the  t  papers  crit  he  ruling  in  t  he  Philadelphia-based  3rd  U.S.  Circuit  
Court ofAppeals.  

“By  restricting  the  ability  of innovator companies  to  manage  risk and  avoid  the  costs  and  uncertainty  of litigation,  the  3rd  
Circuit’s  rule  dramatically  diminishes  incentives  for  innovation  and  product  development,”  the  Washington-based  trade  group  
argued.  

In  le  t  he  suit  Merck  go  forward,  t  said  court  art  h  t  ion  t  reverseing  t  against  he  3rd  Circuit  s  should  st  wit he  presumpt  hat  
payment  icompe  it  urers  can  show  t  s  serve  a  purpose  ot  hans  are  ant  ive.  Accords  are  permissible  only  if  manufact  he  payment  her  t  
delayed  entry or offer some pro-compe itive benefit he appeals court,  t  said.  

Three  other  federal  appeals  courts  have  t  ical  approach  t  s.  In  taken  a  less  skept  oward  reverse  payment  he  Androgel  case,  
t  lant  h  Circuit  hat  he  pat  lit  ion  is  a  sham,  reverse  payment  s  are  immune  fromhe  At  a-based  11 t  ruled  t ,  unless  t  ent igat  agreement  
antitrust attack so long as they stay “within the scope of the exclusionary power of the patent.”  

The  Supreme  Court refused  t  case  involving  K-Dur  in  2006.  A  t  ime,  to  hear  an  FTC  appeal  in  a  reverse  payment  he  t  he  
Just  ment  George  W.  Bush  was  at  h  t  he  issue  and  urged  t  notice  Depart  under  President  odds  wit he  FTC  on  t  he  Supreme  Court  
t  he  appeal.  The  Just  ment  ched  it  ance  on  t  er  President  ed.o  hear  t  ice  Depart  swit  s  st  he  issue  aft  Barack  Obama  was  elect  

Reverse  payment accords  have  been  a  signat  z  as  FTC  chairman.  He  has  pursued  a  ture  issue  for  Leibowit  wo-pronged  
strategy,  pressing  cases  in  court  o  pass  a  law  t  would  limi  twhile  urging  Congress  t  hat  he  deals.  

A victory at the Supreme Court “would be very good for reduced pharma prices,” said Herb Hovenkamp,  a professor at the  
University  of  Iowa  College  of  Law  who  supports  Leibowitz’s  efforts.  Should  the  FTC  lose,  “that  might  be  a  way  of  getting  
Congress  int he game.”o t  

The  cases  are  Federal  Trade  Commission  v.  Wat  icals,  12-416;  Merck  v.  Louisiana  Wholesale  Drug,  12-son  Pharmaceut  
245;  and Upsher-Smit  ories v.  Louisiana Wholesale Drug,  12-265.h  Laborat  

To  contac  the  report  his  st  ohr  in  Washingt  gster  on  t  ory:  Greg  St  on  at  ohr@bloomberg.net  
To contac  the edit  his st  even  Komarow at skomarow1@bloomberg.netor  responsible  for  t  ory:  St  

TERRORISM  NEWS:  

Ma Plea  ck On  Sea  ry ComplexWith Ma  desn  ds Guilty To Plotting Atta  ttle Milita  chine Guns,  Grena  
By  Manuel  Valdes  
Associated  Press,  December 7,  2012  
SEATTLE  —  A  man  pleaded  guilt  o  plo  t  ack  on  a  Sea  t  ary  complex  wity  Thursday  t  ing  an  a  t  le  milit  h  machine  guns  and  

grenades.  
Abu  Khalid  Abdul-Lat  o  a  prisonif,  35,  agreed  t  sentence between 17 and 19 years,  the U.S.  attorney’s office in Seattle said.  

He  pleaded  guilty  to  conspiracy  t  o  use  weapons  of  mass  dest  ion  and  is  scheduled  to  murder  U.S.  officers  and  conspiracy  t  ruct  o  
be  sentenced  in  March.  

Abdul-Latif was  arrested June  22,  2011 ,  along  wit  ance  from  Los  Angeles,  when  aut  ies  said  th  an  acquaint  horit  hey  arrived  
at a  Sea  t  o  pick  up  machine  guns  and  grenades  t  he  a  t  igat  up  t  erle  warehouse  garage  t  o  use  in  t  ack.  Invest  ors  had  set  he  buy  aft  
a  confidential  informant alerted  authorities of the men’s plan.  

In  conversat  he  FBI  recorded  wit he  help  of  t  ,  Abdul-Lat  ,  Walli  Mujahidh,ions  t  h  t  he  informant  if  and  his  co-defendant  
discussed  how  t  ed  t  he  Milit  rance  Processing  St ion  in  sout  le  as  revenge  forhey  want  o  gun  down  people  in  t  ary  Ent  at  h  Sea  t  
at  ies  by  U.S.  soldiers  in  Afghanist  ors  said.  The  milit  er.rocit  an,  prosecut  ary  complex  houses  a  federal  daycare  cent  

Mujahidh,  33,  pleaded guilt  he case in December 2011 .y in  t  
“T  people  in  furt  remisthis defendant plotted to kill American  servicemen  and  women,  and  other  innocent  herance  of  his  ext  

views,”  U.S.  Attorney Jenny  A.  Durkan  said  of Abdul-Latif in  a  he  continued  vigilance  of the  community  and  thestatement.  “T  
work of law enforcement ensured t  we were able t  his deadly plan  and bring Mr.  Abdul-Latif to justice.”hat  o  successfully  disrupt  

Emails  to  Abdul-Latif’s defense attorneys were not immediately returned.  
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In  June,  the  defense  lawyers  filed  motions  seeking  to  get  some  of  the  prosecution’s  evidence  thrown  out,  saying  the  
government should  not  o  obt  warrant  here  was  no  indicat  if  was  involved  inhave  been  able  t  ain  a  secret  because  t  ion  Abdul-Lat  
international  t  mot  igaterrorism.  That  ion  was  denied  by  a  federal  judge,  who  said  invest  ors  followed  proper  procedures.  

That filing  also  showed  t  Abdul-Lat  ored  by  t  ance  was  recruit  o  that  if  was  being  monit  he  FBI  long  before  an  acquaint  ed  t ake  
part in  t  report  o  invest  ors.  In  lat  ran  a  records  search  on  Abdul-Lathe  plot  ed i  t  igat  e January 2011 ,  an  agent  if and his  wife,  and  
by  t  h,  agent  ching  Abdul-Lat  or  and  while  he  a  t  h  hishe  following  mont  s  were  wat  if  while  he  worked  as  a  janit  ended  a  mosque  wit  
wife  and  son.  

The  FBI  monit  a  few  mont  er  Abdul-Lat  ing  YouTube  videos  in  which  he  expressedoring  occurred  just  hs  aft  if  began  post  
support for  Islamist  ers.fight  

Federal  authorities  and  Sea  t  ed  t  wit  he  plo  t  .  The  informantle  police  have  credit  he  informant  h  bringing  t  o  light  ,  a  repeat  
felon  and  convict  ion.ed  sex  offender,  was  paid  $90,400  for  his  cooperat  

Copyright 2012  Associat  s  reserved.  This  mat  be  published,  broadcast  en,  ored  Press.  All  right  erial  may  not  ,  rewri  t  
redist  ed.ribut  

Man At Center OfSeattle Terror Plot Admits Guilt  
By  Levi  Pulkkinen  
Sea  t  -Intle Post elligencer,  December 7,  2012  
The  lead  defendant in  a  plo  o  kill  soldiers  and  government  a  Sea  t  ment  y  hast  workers  at  le  Depart  of  Defense  facilit  

pleaded  guilty.  
Abu  Khalid  Abdul-Latif  pleaded  guilty  Thursday  t  ed  charges  in  a  plea  deal  t  will  spare  him  a  life  sento  relat  hat  ence  while  

ensuring  he  spends  nearly  two  decades  in  prison.  Abdul-Latif  and  anot  h  t  ed  counther  man  were  charged  wit errorism-relat  s  in  
U.S.  Dist  Court er a Sea t  ing  operat  hem  nabbed; bot  y.rict  aft  le  Police-FBI  st  ion  saw  t  h  have  now  pleaded  guilt  

Jailed  since  June  2011 ,  Abdul-Latif was preparing to a t  he Milit  rance Processing St ion  on  Eastack  t  ary  Ent  at  Marginal  Way  
South.  He  had  been  charged  with  conspiracy  t  employees  and  conspiracy  to  murder  government  o  use  weapons  of  mass  
dest  ion,  and  pleaded  guilt o  t  s  Thursday.ruct  y  t hose  count  

According  t  ors,  Abdul-Lat  ,  and  Los  Angeles  resident Walli  Mujahidh  planned  too  prosecut  if,  a  35-year-old  SeaTac  resident  
storm  the  cent  he  informant  he  t  o  open  fire  wit  omater  alongside  t  .  Once  inside,  t  hree  were  t  h  aut  ic  weapons  and  grenades.  

The  unlikely  hero  in  the  federal  prosecution  was  a  Sea  t  who  wen  t  er  Abdul-Latle  rapist  o  police  aft  if  approached  him  about  
t  ack.  The  man  ult  ely  spent  h  police  and  recording  conversat  h  t  ors,  and  was  paidhe  a  t  imat  weeks  working  wit  ions  wit he  conspirat  
about $90,000  for  pot ially  dangerous  work.ent  

Having pleaded guilt  if faces 17 t  ed t  enced in  March.y,  Abdul-Lat  o 19 years in federal prison.  He is slat  o be sent  
Thursday’s  plea  comes  as  prosecutors  and  defense  were  preparing  to  square  off  regarding  a  Seattle  Police  detective’s  

deletion  of  hundreds  of  text  he  det ive  exchanged  wit he  informant  orneys  for  Abdul-Lat  ed  tmessages  t  ect  h  t  .  A  t  if  had  suggest  he  
t  messages  would  have  bolst  heir  claims  t  heir  client  rapped  by  invest  ors;  t  ant  orneys  onext  ered  t  ha  t  was  ent  igat  wo  assist  U.S.  a  t  
the case took t  ep of being int  he defense abou  t  exthe  unusual  st  erviewed  by  t  hose  t  messages.  

As  i  t  ,  t  hat  evidence  gat  he  FBI  on  Abdul-Laturned  out he  legal  wrangling  over  t  issue  and  secret  hered  by  t  if  was  all  for  
naught.  Abdul-Latif’s plea ended the prosecution.  

“This defendant plotted to kill American  servicemen  and  women,  and  other innocent people  in  furtherance of his extremist  
views,” U.S.  Attorney Jenny A.  Durkan  said in  a  hursday.  “Tstatement T  he continued  vigilance of the community and the work of  
law  enforcement ensured  t  we  were  able  t  his  deadly  plan  and  bring  Mr.  Abdul-Lat o  justhat  o  successfully  disrupt  if  t  ice.  

“My thanks go again to the many leaders of the Muslim community who have worked t  h my office tirelessly  wit  o  make  clear  
that acts of a few extremists cannot and should not be used to condemn the faith of the many.”  

Abdul-Lat  ed June  22,  2011 ,  t  er t  wen  t  le  police  and  claimedif and Mujahidh  were  arrest  hree  weeks aft he  informant  o Sea t  
Abdul-Latif  was  scheming  to  kill  West  on  soldiers.  Weeks  before,  a  child  molest  wen  o  police  aftern  Washingt  er  and  rapist  t  er  
Abdul-Lat  o  him  wit  o  a  t  Base  Lewis-McChord.if  came  t  h  a  plan  t  ack  Joint  

The  informant cont ed  Sea  t  ect  if  four  days  prior.  He  tact  le  det ives  on  June  3,  2011 ,  and  said  he’d  met with  Abdul-Lat  hen  
began to divulge details of t  ed plothe  purport  .  

On  May 30,  2011 ,  the  informant dined  wit  if and his  family.  The  informan  t  if first proposedh  Abdul-Lat  old  police  Abdul-Lat  
an  a  t  Base  Lewis-McChord  during  t  dinner.ack  on  Joint  hat  

The  men  first met  if,  a  failed  janit  he  informant adopted  a  Muslim  nameseveral  years  before.  Like  Abdul-Lat  or  and  ex-con,  t  
in  recent years;  it  ly  list  ratis  current  ed  as  an  alias  on  his  sex  offender  regist ion.  

According  t  s,  t  he  informant did  not share  Abdul-Latif’s views or desire to turn to violence.o  charging  document hough,  t  
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“Abdul-Latif said  that  ‘jihad’  in  America  should  be  a  ‘physical  jihad,’  and  not just  ‘media  jihad,’  expressing  his  view  that it  
was  necessary  to  take  action  rather  than  just  talk,”  if  referred  t he  2009  Fort Hoodan  FBI  agent  told  the  court.  “Abdul-Lat  o t  
massacre,  when  a  single  gunman  killed  13  people  ...  (and)  said  t  if  one  person  could  kill  so  many  people,  t  ackershat  hree  a t  
could kill manymore.”  

The  man  worked  with  Sea  tle  det ives  and  ult  ely  t  o  record  several  meet  h  Abdul-Latect  imat  he  FBI  t  ings  wit  if,  during  which  
t  ack  plan  shift  o  t  h  Sea  t  ary  induct  er.  Act  ion,  t  o  sellhe  a  t  ed  t he  Sout  le  milit  ion  cent  ing  under  police  direct  he  man  arranged  t  
several guns t  if prior to  Abdul-Lat  o  Abdul-Latif’s arrest.  

Writ  he  court he  FBI  agent  if  was  recorded  expressing  his  anger  about  ed  St es  act ies  ining  t  ,  t  said  Abdul-Lat  Unit  at  ivit  
Afghanist  hat  ified.an,  Iraq  and  Yemen,  saying  t  he  believed  killing  American  soldiers  was  just  

Following  that meet  he  man  called  a  friend  who  was  working  for  t  le  Police  Depart  and  reporting,  t  he  Sea  t  ment  ed  Abdul-
Latif’s  proposal.  T  a  hehat  conversation  led  to  meeting  with  Seattle  detectives  and,  ultimately,  the  informant’s  induction  into  t  
department’s rolls of confidential sources.  

Police  inst  ed  t  ed  informant  t  ions  wit  if,  bu  t  ly  didruct  he  newly  mint  no  o  record  his  conversat  h  Abdul-Lat  he  man  apparent  
anyway.  A  the  same  time,  his  handlers  at  le  Police  cont  o  guide  his  effortSea  t  inued  t  s.  

“If it goes as planned,  this will be very beneficial to you  and  us,” one detective told the informant by text message.  “We will  
make (it) very worth it to you.  Thanks dude.”  

In  early  June,  Abdul-Latif  and  Mujahidh  spoke  with  t  ,  offering  det  he  planned  a  t  outhe  informant  ails  on  t  ack.  They  met  side  
the  recruiting  st ion  and  conduct  he  centat  ed  reconnaissance  inside  t  er.  

Despit  st  in  t  if  knew  li  t  firearms  but  he  informant  him  ine  a  short int  he  Navy,  Abdul-Lat  le  about  believed  t  could  assist  
acquiring  aut  ic  weapons.omat  

“Abdul-Latif  told  t  hat  ed  t  he  a  t  rifles,  a  rockethe  source  t  he  want  o  acquire,  for  use  in  t  ack,  AK-47  assault  -propelled  
grenade,  grenades,  and  bulletproof  vests,”  the  FBI  agent  told  the  court.  Abdul-Latif  told  Mujahidh  and  t  the  informan  heir  
objective was to “take out anybodywearing green or a badge.”  

Law  enforcement provided  t  wit  a  Heckler  &  Koch  submachine  gun,  an  M-16-sthe  informant  h  disabled  weapons  –  yle  rifle  
and  a  fragment ion  grenade  prior  t  ing.at  –  o a  June 14  meet  

In  t  hat  if  provided  t  wit  o  buy  t  he  FBI  agent  inued.he  days  t  followed,  Abdul-Lat  he  informant  h  money  t  he  weapons,  t  cont  
Mujahidh  arrived  in  Sea  t wo  days  before  his  arrestle t  .  

Planning  cont  hrough  t  he  guns  were  delivered  and  t  ers  were  arrest  ainued  t  he  evening  of  June  22,  when  t  he  plo  t  ed  at  
Sea  tle  warehouse,  the  FBI  agent  y  in  December  and  may  t ify  against  if  if  talleged.  Mujahidh  pleaded  guilt  est  Abdul-Lat  he  case  
goes  t rial.o t  

Court document  e  Abdul-Latif caught the FBI’s attention months before the informant came forward.s  also  indicat  
Abdul-Lat  o  have  been  t  arget  ap  warrant  ained  t  federal  court  ing  underif  appears  t  he  t  of  a  wiret  obt  hrough  a  secret  operat  

t  elligence  Surveillance  Act  er  known  as  FISA.he  Federal  Int  ,  be  t  
The  defense  has  asked  U.S.  District Judge  James  Robar  t  he  informant  est  heir  client  to  bar  t  from  t ifying  agains  t  a  rial.  

They also asked that Robar  t  ure jury t  he dest  ext  he defense version  of eventell  any  fut  o  assume  t  royed  t  messages  favored  t  s.  
With Thursday’s guilty plea,  though,  all that’s left is for the two men  to be sentenced.  Robart is scheduled to sentence both  

early  next year.  
Seattle’s  FBI  Special  Agent-in  Charge  Laura  M.  Laughlin  praised  the  region’s  Muslim  communit  ing  in  ty  for  assist  he  

investigation  of  Abdul-Lat  conver  t he  fait  ing  tif,  an  apparent  o  t  h  born  Joseph  A.  Davis.  Laughlin  described  comba  t  errorism  as  
the  FBI’s “highest priority,” and  said  the  investigation’s success  hinged  on  the  work of the  bureau’s Joint Terrorism  Task Force,  
Seattle Police and the U.S. Attorney’s Office.  

Seattle Police Chief John  Diaz struck a  similar note,  saying  the prosecution  “showcases the excellent working  relationship  
we  have  wit  ners  and  sends  a  sth  our  federal  part  rong  signal to society’s enemies that we  will  continue to combine our efforts  in  
both enforcement and prosecution to bring them to justice and hold them accountable.”  

Abdul-Lat  h  remain  jailed  a  t  ent  er  in  SeaTac.if and Mujahidh bot  he Federal Det ion Cent  
Check the Seattle 911  crime blog formore Seattle crime news. Visit seattlepi.com’s home page formore Seattle news.  
Levi  Pulkkinen  can  be  reached  at  or  lepi.com.  Follow  Levi  on  Twi  t  at206-448-8348  levipulkkinen@sea  t  er  

t er.com/levipulk.wi  t  

Plea Dea  ched In  Plot To Atta  ttle Milita  tionl Rea  ck Sea  ry Sta  
By  Mike  Carter  
Sea  tle Times,  December 7,  2012  
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A  Sea  tle  man  accused  of  planning  to  a  t  ary  processing  st ion  pleaded  guilt  o  conspiring  tack  a  U.S.  milit  at  y  Thursday  t  o  kill  
government employees  in  a  plea  deal  t  spares  him  a  pot ial  life  sent  ors  from  a  case  that  ent  ence  and  rescues  federal  prosecut  hat  
hinged  on  an  informant whose  credibilit  he  defense  and  under  scrut  he  courty  was  under  fire  by  t  iny  by  t  .  

The  plea  agreement will  guarant  ha  t  if,  also  known  as  Joseph  Antee  t  he  35-year-old  Abu  Khalid  Abdul-Lat  hony  Davis,  will  
serve  17 to 19 years  in  prison  for his  plan  to a t  he  Milit  rance  Processing St ion  (MEPS)  on  Eastack  t  ary  Ent  at  Marginal  Way  in  
Sea  t  h  small-arms  and  grenades  in  tle wit  he summer of 2011 .  

He  and  a  co-defendant  o  purchase  t  hrough  a  confident  who  had,  Walli  Mujahidh,  had  arranged  t  he  weapons  t  ial  informant  
brough  t  o  t  ent  le  police  det ive,  according  t he  charges.he conspiracy t he a t ion  of a Sea t  ect  o t  

Mujahidh  already  pleaded  guilty  to  t  ional  counthe  conspiracy  charges  and  an  addit  of  unlawful  possession  of  a  firearm.  
Mujahidh,  also  known  as  Frederick  Dominque,  is  t  enced  in  January.o  be  sent  

U.S.  Dist  Judge James Robart  sent  if forMarch 25.rict  set  encing  ofAbdul-Lat  
“This defendant plotted to kill American  servicemen  and  women,  and  other innocent people  in  furtherance of his extremist  

views,” said U.S.  Attorney Jenny Durkan in a prepared statement. “T  y  and  the continued  vigilance of the  communit  he  work  of  law  
enforcement ensured that we were able to successfully disrupt this deadly plan.”  

Abdul-Latif,  a  prison  conver  to  Islam,  was  recorded  by  t  ial  informant  ivat  he  a  the  confident  as  saying  his  mot  ion  for  t  ack  
was  his  opposition  to  t  ary  presence  in  Muslim  count  would  inspire  othe  U.S.  milit  ries  and  he  hoped  it  her  radical  Muslims  in  
America  to  rise  up,  according  to  t  menthe  indict  .  

The  charges  allege  t  Abdul-Lat  he  informant  several  t  he  a  t  he  Julyhat  if,  Mujahidh  and  t  met  imes  and  planned  t  ack  around  t  
4,  2011 ,  holiday.  They were  arrest  days before  t  ack in  a warehouse  when  t  which had beened  just  he  planned  a  t  he  weapons  —  
deactivated  by  federal  agent —s  changed  hands.  

A charge of conspiracy t  ruct  ems from  t  o use grenades in  t  ack.o use weapons ofmass dest  ion st  heir plans t  he a t  
The government’s case relied heavily on the informant,  who has never been identified by name.  
According  to  defense  documents,  t  is  a  convict  er  and  t  ime  rapist  wice  failed  the  informant  ed  child  molest  wo-t  who  has  t  o  

regist  han  $90,000  by  t  for  his  services  so  far.er as a sex offender.  He has been  paid  more t  he government  
As  recent  ion  for  failing  t  cont  wit  o  his  communit  odyly  as  April  2012,  he  was  found  in  violat  o  report  act  h  children  t  y  cust  

officer,  t  s  say.he  document  
As  t  rial  t  morehe  case  approached  a  scheduled  t  his  spring,  Abdul-Latif’s  attorneys  learned  that the  informant had  deleted  

t  ext  he  invest  ion,  despit  inst  ions  from  federalhan  400  t  messages  and  recordings  from  his  phone  during  t  igat  e  explicit  ruct  
prosecut  s  t  he  mat  ions  wit  if.ors and FBI  agent o save t  erial,  some ofwhich included  conversat  h Abdul-Lat  

Aft  wo  weeks  ago,  Judge  Robart  open  t  y  t  bot  ors  in  t  haveer  a  hearing  t  left  he  possibilit hat  h  federal  prosecut  he  case  might  
t  ep  down  from  t  o  t ify  for  t  hose  inst  ions.o  st  he  case  t est  he  defense  abou  t  ruct  

The informant has said he wiped his phone’s memory and deleted hundreds of messages to hide evidence that he was in  
violat  y  release  as  a  regist  o  t  s.  The  defense  has  argued  t  he  courtion  of  communit  ered  sex  offender,  according  t he  document  ha  t  
will  never  know  what was  delet  hat  may  have  been  helpful  t  he court was consideringed,  and  t  some  of  it  o  Abdul-Latif’s defense.  T  
a  motion  to  dismiss  t  menthe  indict  .  

The  informant secret  ions  wit  if  and  Mujahidh  in  which  t  oly recorded hundreds of hours of conversat  h Abdul-Lat  hey planned t  
use  assault rifles  and  grenades  t  orm  t  o  inspire  ot  acks  by  Muslims  living  in  t  ed  St es.  Theyo  st  he  MEPS,  hoping  t  her  a  t  he  Unit  at  
had  gone  so  far  as  t  he  layout  he  MEPS,  which  cont  eria,  and  had  t  killing  an  armed  guardo  learn  t  of  t  ained  a  cafet  alked  about  
when  t  int he  building.hey  burst o  t  

“We’re  not  only  trying  to  kill  people,”  Abdul-Latif  is  quoted  as  saying  during  one  conversation.  “We’re  trying  to  get  
something that’s going to be on CNN and all over the world.”  

Abdul-Lat  ed  a  number  of  inflammat  edif  also  had  post  ory  sermons  and  speeches  on  YouTube  and  elsewhere.  He  recruit  
Mujahidh,  a  mentally  disturbed  felon  from  Los  Angeles,  t  he  a  to  help  in  t  ack.  

“Imagine how fearful America will be, and they’ll know they can’t push the Muslims around,” he told the informant.  
Mike  Cart  er@sea  t imes.comer:  206-464-3706  or  mcart  let  

NewYorkMan Arrested By FBI ForAlleged Export Violation  
By  Pat  adoricia  Hurt  
Bloomberg  News,  December 7,  2012  
A  New  York  man  was  arrested  and  charged  with  export  rict  he  U.S.  government he  day  afting  goods  rest ed  by  t  t  er  

prosecut  hree  ot  o  Iran  and  China.ors  announced  charges  agains  t  her  people  for  illegally  sending  carbon  fiber  t  
Mark  Henry,  49,  was  arrest  oday  wit  incident his  home  in  Queens,  New  York,  by  agent  he  Federal  Bureau  ofed t  hout  at  s of t  

Investigation  and  t  ment  o  Pethe  U.S.  Commerce  Depart  ,  according  t  er  Donald,  an  FBI  spokesman.  

23  

Document  ID:  0.7.6033.10295-000004  

http://www.bloomberg.com/news/2012-12-06/new-york-man-arrested-on-charges-of-exporting-restricted-goods.html
https://times.com


                   

                 


       
                  


                       
                  


   
                 


              
                


                      

                  

        
                   


                 
                

                  

                      


                    

        

                    

                        


              
                 

                  


           
             
           

       
   
                   


          
                


         
                   


        
                 


             
            

              

       

                    
                     


  
                   


                    

         

          
     

  

t

t

t tt

t

t
t
t

t

He  is  accused  of  shipping  t  erials  t  can  be  used  as  prot ive  coat  nozzles  wit  requiredo  Taiwan  mat  hat  ect  ing  for  rocket  hout  
U.S.  St e  Depart  permission.  He  also  allegedly  t  o  send  microwave  amplifier  equipmen  o  China  t  could  haveat  ment  ried  t  t  hat  
milit  ions  while  lacking  a  Commerce  Depart  license.ary  applicat  ment  

Henry’s  initial  court appearance  is  scheduled  for today,  according  to  the  office  of New  York U.S.  Attorney Preet Bharara.  
He  is  also  t  omorrow  before  U.S.  Dist  Judge  Jesse  M.  Furman.  Henry  faces  as  long  as  20  years  in  prison  ifo  be  arraigned  t  rict  
he’s found guilty of violating  either the Arms Export Control Act or the International Emergency Economic Powers Act,  according  
to the prosecutor’s office.  

The  U.S.  yest  t  ing  carbon  fiber,  which  can  be  used  forerday  announced  charges  agains  hree  men  for  illegally  export  
uranium enrichment. A fourth man  was accused  of t  o send helicopt  s trying  t  er  part o  Iran.  

Among  those  whose  charges  were  announced  yesterday  is  Pet  y,  New  York.  Arrester  Gromacki,  48,  of  Orange  Count  ed  
yest  o  ship  more  t  o  China  via  Belgium  in  June  2007erday  and  accused  of  using  his  business  t  han  6,000  pounds  of  carbon  fiber  t  
and  of  lying  on  a  customs  declaration,  he  faces  federal  charges  of  violat  he  Int  ional  Emergency  Economic  Powers  Acting  t  ernat  ,  
conspiring  t  hat  at  s.o  breach  t  law  and  making  false  st ement  

“The law prohibits the exportation of goods to Iran  and  certain  goods to China,” George Venizelos,  assistant director of the  
FBI, said in a statement yesterday.  “Whethermotivated by greed or otherwise, these defendants allegedly violated the law.”  

Gromacki, a U.S. citizen, pleaded not guilty and was released on bond yesterday, according to Bharara’s office.  
Hamid  Reza  Hashemi,  52,  a  dual  U.S.-Iranian  citizen,  is  accused  of  working  with  co-defendant  Taskiran  of  Turkey,  tMurat  o  

have  carbon  fiber  sent t  wo  count  ing  t  ofo  his  company  in  Tehran  in  2008.  Hashemi  faces  t  s  of  violat  he  IEEPA  and  one  count  
conspiracy.  

Hashemi,  who  was  arrested  Dec.  1  at John  F.  Kennedy  Int  ional  Airport  guilternat  ,  pleaded  not  y  Dec.  4  and  is  being  held  
wit  bail.  Taskiran isn’t in custody, Bharara’s office said.hout  

Iranian  Amir  Abbas  Tamimi,  40,  was  accused  of  trying  to  export  er  part  he  U.S.  t  hrough  Southelicopt  s  from  t  o  Iran  t  h  Korea  
last year.  He  was  arrest  JFK  Airport  ried  t  er  t  ry  in  Oct  ha  t  an.  Heed  at  as  he  t  o ent he  count  ober and  arraigned  a  t  ime  in  Manha t  
pleaded not guilty and is being held without bail, according to the U.S. Attorney’s Office.  

The  cases  include  U.S.  v.  Henry,  12cr902,  U.S.  District Court  hern  Dist  of  New  York  (Manha t,  Sout  rict  an).  U.S.  v.  
Gromacki,  12-cr-302,  and U.S.  v.  Hashemi,  12-cr-804,  U.S.  District Court  hern  Dist  of New York (Whit,  Sout  rict  e  Plains)  and  U.S.  
v.  Tamimi,  12-cr-615,  U.S.  District Court  hern  Dist  ofNewYork (Manha t,  Sout  rict  an).  

To  cont  he  report  his  st  ricia  Hurt  pat  ado@bloomberg.netac  t  ers  on  t  ory:  Pat  ado  in  New  York  at  hurt  
To  cont  he  edit  his  st  ha  at  ha@bloomberg.netac  t  or  responsible  for  t  ory:  Michael  Hyt  mhyt  

Five Cha  n,  Chinarged In  US Over Ira  Exports  
AFP,  December 7,  2012  
NEW  YORK  — Five  people  have  been  charged  in  New  York  in  t  e  alleged  schemes  t  illegal  shipmentwo  separat  o  export  s  

ofmilit  echnology tary  grade  t  o  China  and  Iran,  US  officials  said.  
On  Thursday,  federal  law  enforcement officials  announced  t  of  Mark  Henry,  49,  for  allegedly  exporthe  arrest  ing  dual-use  

goods  t  ween  2009  and  t  ember.o  China  and  Taiwan  bet  his  Sept  
can  be  used  in  rocket  rying  tHenry  was  accused  of  selling  materials  that  nozzles  and  also  t  o  export microwave  amplifiers,  

which  are  likewise  considered  t  ary-civilian  use.o  have  dual  milit  
“Preventing  the  illegal  export of sensitive US  origin  commodities  that enhance  the  military capabilities of foreign  nations is  

our  top priority,” said Sidney Simon, a special agent with the US commerce department.  
“We are constantly striving to maintain the technological advantage ofUS fighting forces.”  
On  Wednesday,  federal  prosecut  an  announced  charges  against  ing  rest edors  in  Manha  t  four  people  for  allegedly  export  rict  

goods,  including  carbon  fiber,  to  Iran  and  China.  
The  carbon  fiber  can  be  used  in  gas  centrifuges  that  ary  grade  aircraftenrich  uranium,  as  well  as  in  milit  and  missiles.  
Two  of  the  four  were  Iranian  citizens,  one  was  Turkish,  and  one  American.  Only  t  izen  was  not  ody,  the  Turkish  cit  in  cust  he  

prosecutor’s office said.  
“T  China.  Whet  ivat  herwise,he  law prohibits the  exportation  of goods to  Iran  and  certain  goods to  her  mot  ed  by  greed  or  ot  

t  s  allegedly  violat  he  law,  including  by  arranging  for  t  of  carbon  fiber  t  can  be  used  in  uraniumhese  defendant  ed  t  he  export  hat  
enrichment,” FBI Assistant DirectorGeorge Venizelos said in a statement.  

Former Sa  ss Secrets To Russiailor Arrested After Allegedly Attempting To Pa  
ian  Science  MonitChrist  or,  December 6,  2012  
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A  former  cryptologic  technician  in  t  ed  Thursday  on  a  t  ed  espionage  charges  afthe  US  Navy  was  arrest  empt  er  he  allegedly  
t  o  provide  individuals  he  believed  t  elligence  officers  wit  informat  how  t rack  USried  t  o  be  Russian  int  h  secret  ion  about  o  t  
submarines.  Skip  t  paragrapho  next  

Robert Pat  aken  int  ody  by  federal  agent  hat  ried  trick  Hoffman  II  was  t  o  cust  s  in  Norfolk,  Va.,  on  charges  t  he  t  o  pass  a  secret  
documen  t  not  horized  t  .o  a  foreign  government  aut  o  receive  it  

According  t he  federal  indict  ,  t  document  revealed  “methods  to  track  US  submarines,  including  theo  t  ment he  secret  
technology and procedures required [to do so].”  

Mr.  Hoffman  had  served 20 years in  the Navy and  retired in  November 2011  as a pe t  class.  He had  access ty  officer,  first  o  
t  levels of classified  milit  s.he  highest  ary  secret  

The  indict  ,  ret  hat  he  secretment  urned  by  a  federal  grand  jury  in  Norfolk  on  Wednesday,  says  t  Hoffman  delivered  t  
document on  Oct.  21 ,  2012.  He acted  “with intent and  reason  heto believe that such information  was to be used to the  injury  of  t  
United States and to the advantage of a foreign nation,  namely, the Russian Federation,” the indictment says.  

It continues:  “In  fact,  the  defendant delivered  the  classified  information  to  the  Federal  Bureau  of Investigation,  which  was  
conducting an undercover operation.”  

There  is  no  allegation  in  the  indict  hat  ed  any  offense  in  tmen  t  Russia  or  a  Russian  official  commi  t  he  case.  
If convict  o life in  prison.  The indict  also seeks forfeit  s.ed,  Hoffman  faces up t  ment  ure of undisclosed  asset  
Court records  do  not  e  how  much  undercover  agent  o  pay  Hoffman  in  exchange  for  tindicat  s  paid  or  offered  t  he  secret  

information.  
The  case  was  invest  ed  by  t  he  Naval  Criminal  Invest  ive  Service  (NCIS).igat  he  FBI  and  t  igat  

Ex-sailor In  Va.  ch Arrested In  EspionaBea  ge Sting  
By  Tim  McGlone  
Norfolk  (VA)  Virginian-Pilot,  December 7,  2012  
NORFOLK  
A  retired  Navy  cryptologist  ed  Thursday  on  a  charge  of  t  o  pass  secret  ion  tfrom  Virginia  Beach  was  arrest  rying  t  informat  o  

Russian  agents.  
Robert Pat  eran  who  ret  year  as  a  pe  t  class,  was  jailed  pending  a  bondrick  Hoffman  II,  a  20-year  vet  ired  last  y  officer  first  

hearing  Tuesday.  
The charge of espionage  or attempted  espionage  carries  a maximum  penalty of death,  but the U.S.  Attorney’s Office said  

the  government would  not  .  The  maximum  otseek  it  herwise  is  life  in  prison.  
Hoffman,  39,  made  an  init  Thursday  aft  rat  oldial  appearance  in  federal  court  ernoon.  U.S.  Magist e  Judge  Tommy  E.  Miller  t  

him  he  would  be  appoint  wo  a  ted  t  orneys.  
The  FBI  conduct  ing  operat  hat  o  an  indict  handed  up  Wednesday  anded  a  st  ion  t  snagged  Hoffman,  according  t  ment  

unsealed  Thursday.  
Hoffman  is  accused  of  believing  he  was  passing  secret  information  to  Russians  “pertaining  to  methods  to  track  

submarines, including the technology and procedures required,” the indictment says.  
But in  t h,  Hoffman  passed  t  ion  t  ified  undercover  FBI  operat  herut  he  informat  o  an  unident  ive  posing  as  a  Russian,  t  

indict  says.  Itment  
goes  on  to  say  Hoffman  should  have  known  tha  t  ion  passed  would  have  been  used  t  he  Unit  athe  informat  o  injure  t  ed  St es.  
The indict  provides no furt  ails of t  ion.  Itment  her  det  he  undercover  operat  
describes  the  information  passed  as  “secret,”  one  level  below  “top  secret,”  and  says  the  unauthorized  release  of  such  

information “could reasonably result in serious damage to the national security.”  
Hoffman,  a native  of Buffalo,  N.Y.,  joined  the  Navy in  1991  and held  a t  clearance  by t  ime  he  retop-secret  he  t  ired  a  year  

ago.  Three  t  hroughout  s.imes  t  his  career,  he  signed  nondisclosure  agreement  
Few  other  details  are  known  about  his  home  address  in  tHoffman.  There  was  no  answer  at  he  700  block  of  Holladay  Court  

in  t  know  him.he  Aragona  neighborhood.  One  neighbor  said  she  did  not  
Of his 117  Facebook friends,  four are from  Belarus.  
When  he  arrived  in  court Thursday,  he  was  wearing  a  green  T-shirt that read  “Bred to Fight” on the back and had a colorful  

print of a rooster. He answered the judge with “yes” and “no” replies but said little else.  
When  he  lef  t  house,  he  grinned  at  ographers.he  court  news  phot  
Assist  U.S.  a  t  J.  Krask  and  Alan  M.  Salsbury  declined  t  ions  aft  he  proceeding.  Aant  orneys  Robert  o  answer  quest  er  t  

spokesman  for  U.S.  A  t  he  office  would  have  no  commentorney  Neil  M.  MacBride  said  t  .  
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While  t  ively  few  spy  cases  here,  t  riking  similarities  to  the  region’s  mosthere  have  been  relat  he  Hoffman  case  bears  st  
notorious  spy  ring  —  he  John  A.  Walker  Jr.  case.  Walker  and  his  family  members  were  convict  her  tt  ed  of,  among  ot  hings,  
passing  secret  American  submarines  t he  Russians.s  about  o  t  

Walker,  however,  spied for t  Union  for 18 years  before  he  was  caught  ence  buthe  Soviet  in  1985.  He  is  serving  a  life  sent  
will  be up for parole in  2014.  

Sarah  Hut  ribut  o  t  .chins  cont  ed  t his  report  
Tim  McGlone,  757-446-2343,  t  online.com  [1 ]im.mcglone@pilot  

Retired Navy Sailor From  Virginia  ch Accused OfEspionaBea  ge  
Hampton  Roads (VA)  Daily Press,  December 6,  2012  
NORFOLK  —  A  ret  h  a  t  ed  espionage,  federal  aut  iesired  Navy  sailor  from  Virginia  Beach  has  been  charged  wit  empt  horit  

announced  Thursday.  
Robert Pat  ive  of  Buffalo,  N.Y.,  allegedly  a  t  ed  t  ion  pert  orick  Hoffman  II,  39,  a  nat  empt  o  pass  classified  informat  aining  t  

t  o  what  hought  at  he  Russian  Federat  o  a  federal  indict  .racking U.S.  submarines t  he t  were represent ives of t  ion,  according t  ment  
However,  Hoffman  delivered  t  ion  t  inst  he  indict  alleges.he  informat  o  an  undercover  FBI  agent  ead,  t  ment  
Hoffman  served  in  t  he  rank  of  Pe  t  Class.  He  was  t  ologiche  Navy  for  20  years  and  achieved  t  y  Officer  First  rained  as  a  crypt  

t  ired  from  t  op  secret security  clearance.echnician and  ret  he Navy in  November 2011 .  While serving,  he held  a t  
The  indictment does  not  he  passing  of  informat  her  t  he  East  rictsay  where  t  ion  allegedly  occurred,  ot  han  in  t  ern  Dist  of  

Virginia.  It also  does  not  ha  t  ion  commi  t  his  case.allege  t  he  Russian  Federat  ed  any  offense  under  U.S.  laws  in  t  
He  was  arrested  Thursday  morning  without  .  The  charges  were  announced  by  U.S.  A  tincident  orney  Neil  MacBride.  The  

investigation also involved the FBI’s Norfolk  field  office  and  t  igathe  Naval  Criminal  Invest  ive  Service  (NCIS).  

Ex-sa  nd Over Sub Secretsilor Arrested,  Accused OfAttempting To Ha  
By  Carol  Cra  ty  
CNN,  December 6,  2012  
A  former  U.S.  Navy  submarine  warfare  specialist has  been  arrest  h  t  o  give  classified  informated  and  charged  wit rying  t  ion  

about how  t rack  U.S.  submarines  t  hought  at  he  Russian  Federat  buto  t  o  people  he  t  were  represent ives  of  t  ion  —  who  were  
actually  FBI  undercover  agents,  according  t  horito  federal  aut  ies.  

Robert Pat  ed  Thursday  morning  on  an  a  t  ed  espionage  charge.rick Hoffman II  ofVirginia Beach,  Virginia,  was arrest  empt  
He  appeared  in  federal  court in  Norfolk  T  an  initial  appearance,  and  the  judge  granted  Hoffman’shursday  afternoon  for  

request for  a  court-appointed attorney, according to the U.S. Attorney’s Office office for the Eastern District ofVirginia.  
Hoffman  will  remain  in  jail  pending  a  det ion  hearing next Tent  uesday, the U.S. Attorney’s Office said.  
According  to  the  indict  ,  on  Oct  ried  t  ional  defense  informat  o  people  he  tment  ober  21  Hoffman  t  o  hand  over  nat  ion  t  hought  

were  representatives  of the  Russian  government,  including  classified  information  “that  revealed  and  pert  o  met  oained  t  hods  t  
track U.S. submarines, including the technology and procedures required.”  

The  government alleges  Hoffman  int  o  harm  t  ed  St es  and  give  an  advant  o  t  ion.ended  t  he  Unit  at  age  t he  Russian  Federat  
The  court document  st e  whet  any  money  for  t  erials.s  do  not at  her  Hoffman  sought  he  mat  

A  law  enforcement official  t  hat  he  official  would  not say  how  much.old  CNN  t  Hoffman  also  was  seeking  money,  bu  t  
The  informat  o  FBI  agent  ing  an  undercover  operat  ment  chargeion  was  given  t  s  who  were  conduct  ion.  The  indict  does  not  

the  Russian  government with  wrongdoing.  
Hoffman,  39,  is  described  as  a  20-year  veteran  of  the  U.S.  Navy  who  was  t  ology  and  reached  trained  in  crypt  he  rank  of  

pe  t  class.  He  ret  ive  dut  o  his  biography  released  by  t  ary,  hey  officer  first  ired  from  act  y  in  November  2011 .  According  t  he  milit  
served  as  a  submarine  warfare  specialist.  

Hoffman  held  security  clearances,  and  prosecutors  say  he  signed  several  document  enure  in  ts  during  his  t  he  Navy  
promising  no  t  ive  informato  divulge  sensit  ion.  

A U.S.  official  said  Hoffman’s  home  in  Virginia  Beach  was  searched,  as  was  a  local  storage  facility he  was  renting.  The  
official said there was nothing to indicate that Hoffman passed classified information to “actual Russians” any time in the past,  but  
authorities  st  o  examine  it  aken  from  his  home  and  still  have  t  ems  t  orage  locker.  

If convict  enced  ted,  Hoffman  could  be  sent  o  life  in  prison.  
Chris  Lawrence  and  Barbara  St  ribut  o  t  .arr  cont  ed  t his  report  

Retired Na  ilor Cha  sevy Sa  rged In  Spy Ca  
By  Devlin  Barre  t  
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Wall St  Journal, December 7,  2012reet  
Full-t  st  he  Wall  St  Journal  are  available  t  he  link.ext ories  from  t  reet  o  Journal  subscribers  by  clicking  t  

Former Sa  rged With Attempted Espionailor Cha  ge  
Associated  Press,  December 7,  2012  
NORFOLK,  Va.  — An  ex-sailor  has  been  charged  wit  empt  s  th  a  t  ed  espionage,  accused  of  passing  classified  document o  

individuals  he  believed  represent  he  Russian  governmented t  .  
Robert Pat  ial  appearance  in  federal  courtrick  Hoffman,  39,  of  Virginia  Beach,  Va.  made  an  init  on  Thursday.  He  did  not  

have an  a t  .orney  present  
According  to  the  indict  ,  Hoffman  a  t  ed  t  document  .  21  t  det  o  tment  empt  o  hand  over  secret  s  on  Oct  hat  ailed  how  t rack  U.S.  

submarines.  The  indict  says  Hoffman  act  he  informat  o  t  ing  an  undercoverment  ually  delivered  t  ion  t he  FBI,  which  was  conduct  
operation.  

It doesn’t specify whether Hoffman  was going to be  paid  for the  information,  but the  indictment says he did  so  with  “intent  
and  reason  t  hat  ion  was  t  o  t  he  Unit  at  o  t  age  of  a  foreigno  believe  t  such  informat  o  be  used  t he  injury  of  t  ed  St es  and  t he  advant  
nation, namely the Russian Federation.”  

The  indict  does  not  ha  t  ion  commi  t  his  case.ment  allege  t  he  Russian  Federat  ed  any  offense  under  U.S.  laws  in  t  
Hoffman  was  a  crypt  echnician  in  t  op  secret clearance  and  retired  in  November  2011 .  Theologic  t  he  Navy  who  held  t  

indict  does  not  he  Navy,  but  he  headquart  he  U.S.  submarinement  specify  where  Hoffman  served  in  t  Norfolk  serves  as  t  ers  for  t  
force  as  well  as  numerous  other  Navy  commands.  

Hoffman,  originally from  Buffalo,  N.Y.,  served in  t  ired  wit he rank of pe t  class.  Inhe  Navy  for  20  years,  and  ret  h  t  y  officer  first  
1992,  2001  and  2009,  Hoffman  signed  classified  informat  s  wit he  U.S.  government  oion  non-disclosure  agreement  h  t  ,  according  t  
t  menthe  indict  

If convict  o life in  prison.  A det ion  hearing is scheduled for Tuesday.ed,  Hoffman  could  face  up  t  ent  
Brock Vergakis can  be reached  at www.t  er.com/BrockVergakiswi  t  
Copyright 2012  Associat  s  reserved.  This  mat  be  published,  broadcast  en,  ored  Press.  All  right  erial  may  not  ,  rewri  t  

redist  ed.ribut  

FBI: Retired Sa  ces Spy Chailor Fa  rges  
By  Kevin  Lilley  
Military Times,  December 7,  2012  
A  ret  ologic  t  empt  o  deliver  sub-t  s  t he  Russians,  but  inired  crypt  echnician  allegedly  a  t  ed  t  racking  secret o  t  ended  up  caught  

an  FBI  st  ead.ing  inst  
A  federal  grand  jury  charged  ret  ologic  Technician  1st  Pat  hired  Crypt  Class  (SS)  Robert  rick  Hoffman  II  on  Wednesday  wit  

a  tempted  espionage,  according  t  op  secret  y  clearance  while  in  to  an  FBI  release.  The  former  sailor  earned  a  t  securit  he  Navy,  
according  to  the  release,  and  allegedly  offered  secret  ion  t he  Russians  in  Octinformat  o  t  ober.  

The  “Russians”  were  actually part  of an  undercover  FBI  operation,  according  to  the  release.  Hoffman,  39,  was  arrested  
Thursdaymorning “without incident” and is scheduled to  be  in  federal  court in  Norfolk,  Va.,  on  Thursday  afternoon.  

Hoffman,  who  retired from  the  Navy in  2011 ,  could face  life  in  prison  if convict  o ted,  according  t he  FBI.  The  Virginia  Beach  
resident ent  he  Joint  ion  Medal  and  tered  service  in  1991 ,  Navy  personnel  records  show,  and  earned  t  Service  Commendat  hree  
Navy/Marine  Corps  Commendat  her  decorat  — including  six  awards  for  good  conduct.ion  Medals,  among  ot  ions  

He ret  . 31 ,  2011 ,  aboutired  Oct  a  year  before  his  alleged  espionage.  

FormerNa  ilor Cha  gevy Sa  rged With Attempted Espiona  
ABC News,  December 7,  2012  
A  former  Navy  sailor  has  been  arrested  and  charged  with  a  t  ing  t  ion  about U.S.  submarinesempt  o  pass  classified  informat  

to  Russian  spies.  
Robert Pat  ed  by  agent  he  FBI  and  t  igat  hisrick  Hoffman  II  was  arrest  s  from  t  he  Naval  Criminal  Invest  ive  Service  (NCIS)  t  

morning  at his  home  in  Virginia  Beach.  
According  t he  indict  ret  he  Navy  for  22  years  ando  t  ment  urned  by  a  federal  grand  jury  in  Norfolk,  Va.,  Hoffman  served  in  t  

achieved  t  y  officer  first  ological  t  o  classifiedhe  rank  of  pe  t  class.  Hoffman  worked  as  a  crypt  echnician  where  he  had  access  t  
informat  codes  and  signals  int  ,  ret  iveion  about  elligence.  Hoffman,  who  served  as  a  submarine  warfare  specialist  ired  from  act  
duty on  Nov.  1 ,  2011 .  
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The indictment alleges that on Oct.  21 ,  2012 Hoffman  attempted to pass information  “relating to the national defense of the  
United  Stat  ion  classified  as  SECRET  t  revealed  and  pert  o  met  o  tes,  including  informat  hat  ained  t  hods  t rack  U.S.  submarines,  
including the technology and procedures required.”  

Hoffman  believed  he  was  meet  h  represent ives  from  t  but  ualit hey  were  undercovering  wit  at  he  Russian  government  in  act  y  t  
FBI  agents.  

“The  indictment  does  not  allege  that  the  Russian  Federation  committed  any  offense  under  U.S.  laws  in  this  case,”  the  
Just  ment  ed  in  t  he  case.ice  Depart  not  he  press  release  announcing  t  

Justice  Department  o  elaborat  ident  ing  tand  FBI  officials  declined  t  e  how  Hoffman  was  first  ified  as  want  o  allegedly  pass  on  
nat  s.ional  defense  secret  

According  t he  indict  Hoffman  had  a  t  /  sensit  ment  ion  securit  ho  t  ment  op  secret  ive  compart  ed  informat  y  clearance.  Along  wit  
t  y  clearance  Hoffman  also  had  authorization  to  “Special  Access  Programs,”  higher  level  of  securityhis  high  level  of  securit  a  
clearance t  he number of people aut  o review highly sensit  erials.o  limi  t  horized  t  ive  mat  

No a torney could be identified for Hoffman a  t  ime based  on a review of t  dockethis  t  he  court  .  SHOWS:  World  News  

Buffa  tive Who Served In  Na  gelo  Na  vy Accused OfAttempted Espiona  
Buffalo (NY)  News,  December 6,  2012  
WASHINGTON  –  ive  who  spent  he  U.S.  Navy  found  himself  in  federal  court in  Norfolk,  Va.,A  Buffalo  nat  20  years  in  t  

Thursday  facing  an  indictmen  that  ing  t  s  taccuses him  ofwant  o spill  secret o spies from  Russia.  
A  federal  grand  jury  indicted  Robert Pat  empt  horit  ried  trick  Hoffman  II,  39,  on  a  charge  of  a  t  ed  espionage.  Aut  ies  said  he  t  o  

pass  classified  informat  o  people  who  he  t  were  Russian  agent  but  urned  ou  o  be  FBI  agent  ingion  t  hought  s  –  who  t  t  s on  a st  
operation.  

Hoffman,  who retired from  the  Navy in  November of 2011  as a pe t  class wit he rank of E-6,  was ty  officer  first  h  t  rained  as  a  
“cryptologic technician-technical.” That means he gathered and analyzed electronic intelligence.  

“While  serving  in  the  Navy,  Hoffman  held  security  clearances  that granted  him  access  t  ional  defenseo  classified  and  nat  
informat  ing  t  ions  in  which  he  part  ed,  and  he  repeat  s  t  discloseion  relat  o  programs  and  operat  icipat  edly  signed  agreement o  not  
that sensitive information,” the U.S. Attorney’s Office for the Eastern District ofVirginia  said  in  announcing  his  arrest.  

But on  Oct  horit  ried  t  hat  ion  t he  Russian  Federat. 21 ,  aut  ies said,  Hoffman  t  o give some of t  classified informat  o t  ion.  
T  he  the information  Hoffman  gave  out “revealed  and pertained to methods to track U.S.  submarines,  including  t  echnology  

and procedures required,” prosecutors said in the indictment they filed Thursday.  
Hoffman  handed  over documents  “with  intent and  reason  to  believe  that such  information  was  to  be  used  to  the  injury of  

the  United  St es  and  t he  advantat  o t  age of a foreign nation,  namely, the Russian Federation,” prosecutors added.  
T  as “secret,” meaning its unauthorized disclosure could  result in  “serious” damage to nationalhe information was classified  

security,  the  indictment  said.  That’s  one  grade  below  the  “top  secret”  classification,  which  goes  to  information  that,  if released,  
could cause “exceptionally grave” damage to national security.  

The  indict  did  not  he  undercover  agent  urn  for  t  ion  – bu  it saidment  say  how  much  money  t  s  gave  Hoffman  in  ret  he  informat  
he must forfeit  ever he received  as a result  ion of federal law.what  of his violat  

Hoffman,  who  now  lives  in  Virginia  Beach,  Va.,  was  arrest  hout  ,  aut  ies  said.ed  Thursday  morning  wit  incident  horit  
He  made  his  first court  ernoon  in  Norfolk  before  U.S.  Magist e  Judge  Tommy  Miller.appearance  Thursday  aft  rat  
The  Norfolk  Virginian  Pilot newspaper  published  pict  s  websit hatures  of  Hoffman  on  it  e  t  showed  him  smirking  and  grinning  

as  he  lef  t  house.he  court  
Hoffman,  who  remains  in  the  custody  of  U.S.  marshals,  is  due  back  in  court  entfor  a  det ion  hearing  Tuesday.  He  faces  a  

sent  o life in prison  if convictence of up t  ed.  
Few  other  details  about  hough  a  search  of  his  available  addresses  shows  t  he  kept anHoffman  were  available,  alt  hat  

address  on  Ridgewood  Road  in  Sout  hrough  Octh  Buffalo  from  February  of  1996  t  ober  of  2010,  a  period  in  which  he  was  
st ioned  in  Pensacola,  Fla.;  Honolulu;  and  tat  he  Norfolk  area.  

Neither  the  indict  nor  t  ment  ice  news  release  on  t  ional  det  tment  he  Depart  of  Just  he  case  reveals  any  addit  ails  abou  he  
sting  operation  t  snagged  Hoffman,  or  about  horit  ed  he  might  erest  secrethat  why  aut  ies  suspect  be  int  ed  in  sharing  government  s  
with the Russians.  However,  the news release said:  “The indictment does  not  ha  t  ion  commi  tallege  t  he  Russian  Federat  ed  any  
offense under U.S. laws in this case.”  

email:  jzremski@buffnews.com.  

Sena  tion  Progrators To Vote On  Probe OfCIA Interroga  m  
By  Mark  Hosenball  
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Reuters,  December 6,  2012  
Full-text st  ers  current  be  included  in  t  .  he  link  above  tories  from  Reut  ly  cannot  his  document You  may,  however,  click  t  o  

access  t  ory.he  st  

The  Daily  Caller  »  FBI  Ha  ils  Of  Everybody  In  The  Country,  Sas  Access  To  Ema  ys  NSA  
Whistleblower » Print  

Daily Caller,  December 6,  2012  
A formerly high-ranking  member of the National Security Agency says the FBI’s investigation into former CIA director David  

Pet  hat  al  privacy  is  nonexist  in  America.raeus is proof t  digit  ent  
“What I’ve been basically saying for quite some time,  is that the FBI has access to the data collected,  which  is  basically  the  

emails of virtually everybody in the country,” NSA whistleblowerWilliam Binney said in a recent interview with the Kremlin-funded  
news outlet RT “And the FBI has access to it.”.  

Binney  is  one  of  several  former  NSA  officials  who  have  recent  est  agains  t  hat  oly  offered  t imony  in  a  lawsuit  he  NSA  t  looks  t  
end the agency’s post-9/11  domest  .ic  surveillance  effort  

According  to  his  testimony,  Binney quit the  agency after he  came  to  believe  that the  NSA’s powers  were  unconstitutional.  
Binney says that,  through a technology known  as “Naris”,  the agency is able indiscriminately collect emails and other digital data  
without having  t  he  dat  hemselves.  According  t  arget  he  agency,  to  reques  t  a  from  providers  t  o  Binney,  if  a  person  is  t  ed  by  t  he  
government can  t  hrough  t  ed  dathen  sif  t  he  collect  a  for  clues.  

“All the congressional members are on the surveillance too, no one is excluded,” said Binney.  
“T  are  all included,”  he  said,  “So,  yes,  this  can  happen  to  anyone.  If they become  a target for whatever  reason  –  heyhey  t  

are  t  ed by t  , t  can  go  in,  or  t  her agencies  of t  , t  oarget  he  government he  government  he  FBI,  or  ot  he  government hey  can  go  int  
their database, pull all that data collected on them over the years, and we analyze it all.”  

“So, we have to actively analyze everything they’ve done for the last 10 years at least,” said Binney.  
Supreme  Court  justices  John  Roberts,  Sonia  Sotomayor  and  Samuel  Alito  recently  criticized  the  government’s  domestic  

surveillance  effort  ill  officially  secrets,  which  are  st  .  
T  whether  law  enforcement  should  require  a  warrant  to  access  a  person’s  online  communications  hashe  debate  over  

already  hi  t  in  t  e,  wit he  Senat  ee  vothe  boiling  point  he  Senat  h  t  e  Judiciary  Commi  t  ing  in  favor  of  increasing  consumer  email  
privacy.  

The  FBI  did not immediately return The Daily Caller’s request for comment.  

'Everyone In  US UnderVirtua  nce'l Surveilla  
RT (RUS),  December 7,  2012  
The  FBI  records  t  izens,  including  members  of  congress,  according  t  leblowerhe  emails  of  nearly  all  US  cit  o  NSA  whist  

William  Binney.  In  an  int  h  RT,  he  warned  t  he  government  his  informat  anyone.erview  wit  ha  t  can  use  t  ion  against  
Binney,  one of the best mat  icians and  code breakers in  t  ory of t  ional Securithemat  he hist  he Nat  y Agency,  resigned in  2001 .  

He  claimed  he  no  longer  wanted  to  be  associat  h  alleged  violat  he  Cons  it ion,  such  as  how  ted  wit  ions  of  t  ut  he  FBI  engages  in  
widespread and pervasive surveillance through powerful devices called ‘Naris.’  

This  year,  Binney  received  the  Callaway  award,  an  annual  prize  that  hose  who  champion  cons  it ional  rightrecognizes  t  ut  s  
and  American  values  at great  o  trisk  t heir  personal  or  professional  lives.  

RT:  In  light of  t  raeus/Allen  scandal  while  t  he  det  heir  family  drama,  one  may  arguehe  Pet  he  public  is  so  focused  on  t  ails  of  t  
t  t  his  whole  st  he  power,  t  he  surveillance  st e.  I  mean  if  we  t  –ha  he  real  scandal  in  t  ory  is  t  he  reach  of  t  at  ake  General  Allen  
t  ed t  men  was planninghousands  of  his  personal  e-mails  have  been  sift  hrough  private correspondence.  It’s not like any of those  
an  a  tack  on  America.  Does  the  scandal  prove  t  ion  t  here  is  no  such  t  athe  not  ha  t  hing  as  privacy  in  a  surveillance  st e?  

William  Binney:  Yes,  that’s  what  I’ve  been  basically  saying  for  quite  some  time,  is  tha  he  FBI  has  access  t he  datt  o t a  
collected,  which  is  basically  the  emails  of  virt  he  count  he  FBI  has  access  t .  All  tually  everybody  in  t  ry.  And  t  o  it  he  congressional  
members  are  on  the  surveillance  too,  no  one  is  excluded.  They  are  all  included.  So,  yes,  t  o  anyone.  If  this  can  happen  t  hey  
become  a  target for  what  t  arget  he  government he  government  he  FBI,  or  otever  reason  –  hey  are  t  ed  by  t  , t  can  go  in,  or  t  her  
agencies  of  t  ,  t  o  t  abase,  pull  all  t  dat  ed  on  t  he  years,  and  we  analyzehe  government hey  can  go  int heir  dat  hat  a  collect  hem  over  t  
it all. So, we have to actively analyze everything they’ve done for the last 10 years at least.  

RT:  And  it’s  not just  about those,  who  could  be  planning,  who  could  be  a  threat to  national  security,  but also  those,  who  
could be just…  

WB: It’s everybody.  The Naris device,  if it takes in  the entire line,  so it takes in  all the data.  In  fact they advertised they  can  
process  the  lines  at session  rat  name  of the  device  (it’s  not the  Naris)  –  he  otes,  which  means  10-gigabit lines.  I  forgot the  t  her  
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one  does  it  10  gigabits.  T  more  storage,at  hat’s  why  they’re  building  Bluffdale  [database  facility],  because  they  have  to  have  
because they can’t figure out what’s important,  so  herethey are  just storing  everything  there.  So,  emails are going to be stored  t  
in  t  ure,  but  now  st  places  around  t  ry.  Bu  it  ed  –  he  FBI  has  access  t .he  fut  right  ored  in  different  he  count  is  being  collect  and  t  o  it  

RT: You mean it’s being collected in bulk without even requesting providers?  
WB:  Yes.  
RT:  Then  what about Google,  you  know,  releasing  this  biannual  transparency  report  and  saying  that  the  government’s  

demands  for  personal  data  is  at an  all-t  hose  request  he  US,  Google  says  t  h  time  high  and  for  all  of  t  ing  t  hey  complied  wit he  
government’s demands 90 percent of the time.  But they are still  saying that they are making the request,  it’s not like it’s all being  
funneled  int hat orage.  What  o  t ?o  t  st  do  you  say  t hat  

WB:  I  would  assume  that  it’s  just  simply  another  source  for  the  same  data  they  are  already  collecting.  My  line  is  in  
declarations  in  a  court abou  t  y  in  San  Francisco,  t  document  he  NSA  room  inside  t  AST&T  facilithe 18-T facilit  hat  ed t  hat  y,  where  
they had Naris  devices  to  collect data  off the  fiber optic lines inside  the  United  States.  So,  that’s  kind  of a  powerful  device,  that  
would  collect everyt  was  being  sent  could  collect  he  order  over  of  100  billion  1 ,000-characthing  it  .  It  on  t  er  emails  a  day.  One  
device.  

RT: You  say they sif  through billions of e-mails.  I wonder how do t  ize? How do t  er ithey  priorit  hey  filt  ?  
WB: I don’t think they are  hey are  just  storing it.  I think it’s  just a matter of selecting  when  they want it.  So,  iffiltering  it.  T  

t  o  t  you,  t  ake  your  a  t  es,  go  int hat  abase  and  pull  out all  your  data.hey  wan  t arget  hey  would  t  ribut  o  t  dat  
RT: Were you  on  t  arget  ?he  t  list  
WB:  Oh,  sure!  I  believe I’ve been  on  it for quite  a few years.  So I  keep telling them  everything I  think of them  in  my email.  

So that when they want to read it they’ll understand what I think of them.  
RT:  Do  you  t  he  NSA  mail  box?hink  we  all  should  leave  messages  for  t  
WB:  Sure!  
RT:  You  blew  the  whistle  on  t  he  president  h  President Obama  in  office,  in  yourhe  agency  when  George  W.  Bush  was  t  .  Wit  

opinion,  has  anyt  he  agency,  in  t  direct  his  administ ion  moving?hing  changed  a  t  he  surveillance  program?  In  what  ion  is  t  rat  
WB:  T  worse.  hey  doing  He  is supporting  the  building  of the  Bluffdale  facility,  which ishe  change  is it’s getting  T  are  more.  

over  two  billion  dollars  they  are  spending  on  st  a.  That  ha  t  ing  a  lotorage  room  for  dat  means  t  hey  are  collect  more  now  and  need  
facilit  ions  t  o  t  ronic  Front  ion  againstmore  storage  for  it.  That  y  by  my  calculat  hat I  submi  ted  t he  court for  the  Elect  iers  Foundat  

NSA  would  hold  on  the  order  of  5  ze  tabyt  a.  Jus  t  current orage  capacit  ised  on  t  hates  of  dat  hat  st  y  is  being  advert  he  web  t  you  
can buy.  And that’s not talking about what they have in the near future.  

RT:  What are  t  o  do  wit  hat  hey  are  st  hing.  Why  should  anybody  be  concerned?hey  going  t  h  all  of  t ?  Ok,  t  oring  somet  
WB:  If  you  ever  get on  t  ,  likehe  enemies  list  Petraeus  did  or…  for  whatever  reason,  than  you  can  be  drained  into  that  

surveillance.  
RT: Do you think they would…  General Petraeus, who was idolized by the same administration? OrGeneral Allen?  
WB:  There  are  cert  ions,  t  have  t  hey  t  o  begin  wit  law  wereainly  some  quest  hat  o  be  asked,  like  why  would  t  arge  i  t  h?  What  

they  breaking?  
RT:  In  case  of  General  Petraeus  one  would  argue  tha  t  y  breaches.  Somet  hathere  could  have  been  securit  hing  like  t .  But  

with  General  Allen  – I don’t quite understand, because when t  o his privat  o they  were  looking  int  e  emails  t his  woman.  
WB:  T  sure  what  the  internal  politics  is…  T  his  governmenthat’s  the  whole  point.  I  am  not  hat’s  part  of  the  program.  T  

doesn’t  want things  in  the  public.  It’s  not  a  transparent government.  Whatever  the  reason  or the  motivation  was,  I  don’t  really  
know,  but I  cert  hink  t  here  was  somet  he  background  t  made  t  arge  t  herwiseainly  t  ha  t  hing  going  on  in  t  hat  hem  t  hose  fellows.  Ot  
why  would  t  ?  There  is  no  crime  they  be  doing  it  here.  

RT:  It seems  t  he  public  is  divided  bet  hose,  who  t  ha  t  surveillance  program  violat  heirha  t  ween  t  hink  t  he  government  es  t  
civil  liberties,  and  those  who  say,  ‘I’ve  nothing  to  hide.  So,  why  should  I  care?’  What  do  you  say  to  those  who  think  that  it  
shouldnt concern  them.  

WB:  The  problem  is  if  they  think  they  are  not  doing  anything  that’s  wrong,  they  don’t  get  to  define  that.  The  central  
government does,  the central  government defines  what is  right and  wrong  and  whether or not they target you.  So,  it’s  not up to  
the  individuals.  Even  if  they  think  they  aren’t  doing  something  wrong,  if  their  position  on  something  is  against  what  the  
administ ion  has,  t  hey  could  easily  become  a  t  .rat  hen  t  arget  

RT:  Tell  me  abou  the  most out  hing  t  you  came  across  during  your  work  a  trageous  t  hat  he  NSA.  
WB:  The  violat  he  cons  it ion  and  any  number  of  laws  t  exist  he  t  was  t  hat  beions of t  ut  hat  ed  a t ime.  That  he par  t I could  not  

associated  with.  T  hey  were  building  social  networks  on  who  is  communicating  and  with  whom  inside  thishat’s  why  I  left.  T  
country.  So  tha  t  ire  social  net  izen  was  being  compiled  overt  hey  are  the  ent  work  of  everybody,  of  every  US  cit  ime.  So,  t  aking  
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from  one  company  alone  roughly 320  million  records  a  hat’s  probably accumulated probably close  to  20  trillion  overday.  T  the  
years.  

The  original  program  t  we  pu  t  her  t  his  t  o  ident  errorist  he  world  and  alerthat  oget  o  handle  t  o  be  able  t  ify  t  s  anywhere  in  t  
anyone that they were in  jeopardy. We would have been  able to do that by encrypting everybody’s communications except those  
who  were  targets.  So,  in  essence  you  would  prot  t  ies  and  t  ion  abou  hem  untec  heir  iden  it  he  informat  t  il  you  could  develop  
probable  cause,  and  once  you  showed  your  probable  cause,  then  you  could  do  a  decrypt and  t  hem.  And  we  could  do  targe  t  hat  
and  isolat hose  people  all  alone.  here was no difficulty in that.e t  It wasn’t a problem at all.  T  

RT: It sounds very difficult and very complicated. Easier to take everything in and…  
WB: No. It’s easier to use the graphing techniques, if you will,  for the relationships for the world to filter  out dat  hata,  so t  you  

don’t have to handle all that data.  And it doesn’t burden  you  with  a lot more information  to  look at,  than  you  really need  to  solve  
the  problem.  

RT: Do you think that the agency doesn’t have the filters now?  
WB:  No.  
RT:  You  have  received  t  ulat  he  websit  he  press  release  ithe  Callaway  award  for  civic  courage.  Congrat  ions!  On  t  e  and  in  t  

says:  “It  is  awarded  to  those,  who  stand  out  for  constitutional  rights  and  American  values  at  great  risk  to  their  personal  or  
professional  lives.”  Under  t  hics  – I  don’t know if there  is  such  a thing  –  hey  probablyhe  code  of  spy  et  your  former  colleagues,  t  
look  upon  you  as  a  t or.  How  do  you  look  back  a  trait  hem?  

WB:  T  hey  are  violating  the  foundation  of this  entire  country.  Why this  entire  government was  formed?hat’s  pretty easy.  T  
It’s  founded  with  the  Constitution  and  the  rights  were  hey  are  ingiven  to  the  people  in  the  country  under  that  Constitution.  T  
violat  hat  ive  order 13526,  sect  you  can  not  ion  t  cover up  a crime,  whichion  of t . And  under execut  ion  1 .7  –  classify  informat  o  just  
this  is,  and  that was  signed  by  President Obama.  Also  President Bush  signed  it earlier  as  an  executive  order,  a  very  similar  one.  
If any of t  o Supreme Court  hey rule it  ut  hen  t  ire house of cards of t  falls.his  comes  int  and  t  uncons  it ional,  t  he  ent  he  government  

RT:  What are  t  hat  are  the chances of t ? What  he odds?  
WB:  The  government is  doing  t  hey  can  t ry  t  out  .  And,  of  course,  we  are  t  o  do  t  wehe bes  t  o t o keep it  of court  rying t  he best  

can  t  int  .  So,  we  decided  it  he  Supreme  Court  imat  he  court  o  prot  heo  get o  court  deserves  a  ruling  from  t  .  Ult  ely  t  is  supposed  t  ec  t  
Cons  itution.  All  t  he  governmen  t  h  t  he  Cons  it ion.  And  t  living  up  t he  oathese  people  in  t  ake  an  oat o  defend  t  ut  hey  are  not  o  t  h  of  
office.  

Visit To Kismayo,  Somalia Shows Al Sha b Milita  m,  ba  nts Still Roa Countryside  
ByMohammed  YusufAnd  Alan  Boswell  
McClatchy,  December 7,  2012  
On  t  ahe  four-mile stretch  of paved  road between  the Kenyan  army’s main  base and the southern  Somali  city of Kismayo,  

man  leading  a  donkey  cart whispered  a  short  he  local  Somali  language  as  a  fleet  roops  and  allied  Somaliwarning  in  t  of  Kenyan  t  
milit  .iamen  rolled  past  

“Watch  out,” the man,  who gave only his  first name,  Adan,  in  the brief encounter,  told  a  hereMcClatchy correspondent.  “T  
might be bombs on the road ahead.”  

When  t  he  exchange  minut  er,  a Kenyan  soldier growled.  “These  people work with  al Shabab,”  said the officer,old  of t  es  lat  
who never gave his name.  “They knowwhere bombs have been planted, but they won’t tell us.  Don’t trust them.”  

In  Kenya,  t  hat s  army  has  capt  he  longt  ronghold  of  t  ed  rebel  group  alhe  news  t  it  ured  Kismayo,  t  ime  st  he  al-Qaida-affiliat  
Shabab,  had  been  trumpeted  as  a  resounding  vict  a  defeat  milit  netory  against  ed  Islamist  ant  work.  

But,  on  the  ground,  the  truth  is  much  muddier.  It’s  clear  that  al  Shabab  had  been  weakened,  but  also  that it is  far  from  
vanquished  and  tha  it is  regrouping  for  a  long-term  guerrilla  insurgency.  

When  Kenya  crossed  into  Somalia  in  October  2011 ,  Kismayo  was  t  –  he  financial  nerve  centhe  goal  t  er  for  a  rebel  
administration  t  covered  most  hern  and  cent  s  capt  e  Septhat  of  sout  ral  Somalia.  Since  it  ure  in  lat  ember,  however,  Kenya  has  
boast  s  conquest  blocked  access  t he  cit  ers.ed  of it  but  o t  y for foreign report  

A  visi  to  Kismayo  this  week  reveals  perhaps  part  he  reason  why:  Kenyan  soldiers  rarely  vent  o  tof  t  ure  int he  city’s  center  
and  remain  holed  up  inst  he  seaport  airst  h  and  sout  he  cit  h  al  Shabab  fight  oead  in  bases  a  t  and  at  rips  nort  h  of  t  y.  Wit  ers  able  t  
melt in  and  out  h  relat  ruggle  t  ify  friend  from  foe.of  civilian  life  wit  ive  ease,  Kenyan  soldiers  st  o  ident  

Out  he  cit he  war  is  far  from  over.  Al  Shabab  st  rols  much  of  t  ryside,  and  at  ,  t  humpside  t  y,  t  ill  cont  he  count  night he  pop  and  t  
of  firefight  il  dawn.  The  Kenyan  milit  ly  carries  out -and-run  a  t  night  ings  rage  unt  ary  says  al  Shabab  frequent  hit  acks  at  .  The  fight  
seemed  especially  concent ed  t  hat  ed  from  al  Shababrat  oward  Anjeel,  a  village  a  few  miles  from  Kismayo  t  was  supposedly  wrest  
control.  
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A  t  hern  airst  roops  fan  out  o  secure  a  t  land,  leery  of  unseenhe  sout  rip,  t  on  foo  t  hree-mile  radius  before  incoming  aircraft  
enemies  in  the  bush.  

“You  must  have  a  defensive  line  around  the  airport  so  that  we  can  avoid  attacks  from  all  directions,”  said  Kenyan  Maj.  
Nicholas  Adongo.  

To the north of t  y,  a Kenyan  commander point  her nort oward t  own  of Jilib,  which  al Shabab sthe  cit  ed  furt  h  t  he  t  ill  holds  and  
from  which  it oft  acks,  most  ly  a  morten  launches  a  t  recent  ar  barrage  on  Nov.  25.  

“We are waiting for commanders to tell us to move forward,” said Lt. Col. William Lenterakwai Ole Kamoiro.  
In  Kismayo,  people  are  slowly  returning  to  their  homes,  and  businesses  are  reopening.  In  place  of al  Shabab,  Kenya’s  

Somali  allies,  the  Ras  Kamboni  militia  under  warlord  Ahmed  Madobe,  now  rule  t  y  under  a  form  of  marthe  cit  ial  law.  
Speaking  freely  is  still  dangerous.  After  seeing  a  McClat  int  hout ranslatchy  correspondent erviewing  a  civilian  wit  a  t  or,  a  Ras  

Kamboni  port  supervisor broke  up  the  interview  and  tried  to  confiscate  the  correspondent’s  notebook  and  recorder.  A  Kenyan  
milit  asked t  o ret  o t  y.ary  escort  he  corresponden  t  urn  t he  armored  personnel  carrier  for  his  own  safet  

At a  village  just  h  of  Kismayo,  village  chief  Hassan  Abdi  said  t ,  a  t  ,  he  and  his  neighbors  were  tsout  hat  his  point  oo  focused  
on  survival  t  h  guns  were  now  in  charge.o  care  much  anymore  which  men  wit  

“We  work with  everyone  who  controls  the  city.  I  worked  with  al  Shabab,  and  this  is  no  different.  We  have  no  choice,”  he  
said.  

Mali Gambles On  Wa  cemarlord As  Pea  ker  
Winning  Over  Key  Regional  Commander  Sta  s  a  ctive  Wa  ke  Inroa  inst  ands  a n Attra  y to  Ma  ds  in  the  Fight  Aga  l  

Qaeda  
By  Drew  Hinshaw  
Wall St  Journal, December 7,  2012reet  
Full-t  st  he  Wall  St  Journal  are  available  t  he  link.ext ories  from  t  reet  o  Journal  subscribers  by  clicking  t  

Terror Fight Shifts To Africa  
By  Julian  E.  Barnes  And  Evan  Perez  
Wall St  Journal, December 7,  2012reet  
Full-t  st  he  Wall  St  Journal  are  available  t  he  link.ext ories  from  t  reet  o  Journal  subscribers  by  clicking  t  

Special Operations  Comma  ds Propa ndand Lea  ga  Fight  
By  Tom  Vanden  Brook  
USA Today,  December 6,  2012  
WASHINGTON  —  he  military’s  Special  Operations  Command  has  become  an  emerging  player  in  the  Pentagon’sT  

propaganda  efforts  to  confront  ext  s  around  t  o  document  from  a  non-partviolent  remist  he  world,  according  t  s  and  a  new  report  isan  
t  ank.hink  t  

Special  Operations  Command,  based  in  T  s  —ampa,  directs  the  military’s  elite  commando  unit  the  Navy’s  SEALs  and  
Army’s  Delta  Force  —  ert  is  known,  conduct  he  operat  o  kill  Osama  bin  Ladenin  count errorism  missions.  SOCOM,  as  it  ed  t  ion  t  
and  dealt bloody  blows  t  groups  in  Iraq  and  Afghanisto  insurgent  an.  

Key  to  its  propaganda  effort  ion  of  websit  he  Trans  Regional  Web  Init ive  aimed  ats  is  a  collect  es  known  as  t  iat  foreign  
audiences.  USA  TODAY  first report  s  exist  appears  ted  on  it  ence  in  2008,  and  it  o  have  expanded.  

MORE: USA TODAY’s 2008 story on Pentagon launching foreign news websites  
Some  of  those  websites  and  blogs  are  classified  programs  and  appear  wit  a  t  ion,  according  t  released  thout ribut  o  a  report  o  

USA TODAY,  titled  “The  Pentagon  as  Pitchman:  Perception  and Reality of Public  Diplomacy.”  T  non-parthe  report,  by the  isan  
St  er,  examines the military’s growing role in shaping perceptions about the United States around the world.imson  Cent  

SOCOM  has  bolstered  its  propaganda  campaign  in  cyberspace  wit rained  t  ions  th  t  eams  of  psychological  operat  roops.  As  
of  March,  according  to  SOCOM’s  commander,  Adm.  William  McRaven,  it  had  deployed  22  “Military  Information  Support  
Operations”  teams  around  the  world  at  the  request  of  military  leaders  and  ambassadors.  MISO  teams,  formerly  known  as  
“psychological  operations” troops,  help  “combat VEOs (violent extremist organizat  he  spread  of  t  edions)  and  resis  t  heir  associat  
ideologies,” according to SOCOM. Once deployed, they serve for local commanders.  

Also  advising  SOCOM  is  longt  ractime  public  affairs  and  propaganda  cont  or  John  Rendon,  whose  Rendon  Group  was  
inst  al  in  influencing  public  opinion  before  t  art  he  Iraq  War.  Rendon  has  t  ime  employees  working  atrument  he  st  of  t  wo  full-t  
SOCOM  and has  visited  the  command’s  headquarters  at MacDill Air Force  Base  12  times  since  Feb.  1 ,  said Col.  T  aim  Nye,  
SOCOM  spokesman.  
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Rendon  was  paid  $24,000  for  its  work  on  SOCOM’s  Sovereign  Challenge  exercise  with  foreign  governments  and  is  a  
subcont  or on  a $1 .2 million  cont  run  by Scient  MacDill.ract  ract  ific  Research  at  

The  military  revoked  a  Rendon  contract  an  when  it  hat had  profiled  reportin  Afghanist  was  revealed  in  2009  t  it  ers  seeking  
t  h  t  t  ive.  In  all,  Rendon,  a  market  ,  haso  embed  wit roops  and  weeded  ou  hose  whose  coverage  was  deemed  negat  ing  expert  
been  paid  more than  $100 million  for providing the milit  h communicatary  wit  ion  advice.  

Unlike  ot  ant  he  Cent  he  Middle  East  bound  byher  regional  combat  commands  such  as  t  ral  Command  in  t  ,  SOCOM  is  not  
geography.  It  o  combat  remism  ext  he  globe.s  mission  t  ext  ends  around  t  

Overall,  funding  for  informat  ions,  which  include  t  ary’s propaganda efforts abroad,  has fallen  from  its peakion  operat  he  milit  
of  $580  million  in  2009  during  the  toughest  ing  in  Iraq  and  Afghanist  o  $202  million  last  of  tfight  an  t  year.  Most  he  money  is  spent  
on  propaganda  programs  in  war  zones,  oft  s  and  leaflet  bolst  for  t  .  Aen  broadcast  s  aimed  at  ering  support  he  Afghan  government  
USA  TODAY  invest  ion  found  t  he  milit  rouble  account  he  funds  spent  he  effect  sigat  ha  t  ary  has  had  t  ing  for  t  and  measuring  t  s  of  it  
campaigns.  

Many  of  t  ion  operat  o  be  consolidat  o  Russell  Rumbaugh,  one  ofhese  informat  ions  appear  t  ing  under  SOCOM,  according  t  
the  Stimson  report’s  authors.  In  2013,  SOCOM  seeks  $58.9  million  for  its  information  operations,  according  to  the  Stimson  
analysis,  while  Cent  s  $29.4  million.ral  Command  want  

“SOCOM’s role in U.S. foreign  policy  has  been  changing,  and  public  diplomacy  is  one  of  t  eresthe  more  int  ing  areas  we  see  
that  in,”  Rumbaugh  says.  “By  centralizing  them,  SOCOM  seems  to  be  playing  a  bigger  role  than  before.  Our  analysis  found  
where  more  t  ional  part  he  Depart  of  Defense)  have  shied  away  from  t  oradit  s  of  (t  ment  his  mission,  SOCOM  has  been  willing  t  
embrace it.  The truth is SOCOM  as such  a big player in  foreign  policy is new,  and  we really don’t know what all the  implications  
of that are.”  

SOCOM’s Trans Regional Web Initiative  includes  websit  hat  ural  report  s  and  otes  t  offer  news,  cult  s,  sport  her  programming  
to  “target  audiences,”  according  to  a  Senate  Armed  Services  Committee  report  cited  by  the  Stimson  Center.  The  websites,  
according  to  the  report,  “have  the  strong  appearance  of  civilian  journalism”  and  seek  “to  express  the  United  States  and  its  
operations in a positive light.”  

The  sit  art  he  U.S.  mission  in  Kosovo,  milit  sit  iones  st ed  in  1999  during  t  ary  records  show.  The  first e,  Balkan  Informat  
Exchange,  was  started  by  t  has  evolved  int  heast Europe  Times,  which  is  run  by  General  Dynamicshe  Rendon  Group.  It  o  Sout  
Information  Technology,  records  show.  

Pentagon  contract  hat  han  $80  million  for  t  es  since  Septrecords  show  t  General  Dynamics  has  been  paid  more  t  he  sit  ember  
2009,  when  t  announced  as  a  $10  million  cont  .  SOCOM  spending  on  t  es  has  increased  each  year,  fromhey  were  first  ract  he  sit  
$10 million in  2009 t  on  July 31 ,  records show.o  a  $26  million  payment  

SOCOM  is  increasingly  t  o  organizat  he  milit  ing  t  s  budget  he  pasthe  go-t  ion  in  t  ary  for  fight  errorism,  and  it  s  have  grown  over  t  
10 years,  said Pet  or of t  Cent  iat  he Brookings Ins it ion.er Singer,  direct  he 21st  ury Defense Init ive a  t  ut  

“How much  of it is because  SOCOM  is becoming  the  de  facto  go-t  ion  for  everyto  organizat  hing  vs.  how  much  is  because  
less questions are asked about SOCOM funding?” Singer said. “It’s likely both, but the funding issue is definitely a driver.”  

Websit  ions  Command:es  run  by  Special  Operat  
Sout  Europe  Timesheast  
SES  Turkey  
Magharebia  
Mawtani  al-Shorfa  
Central  Asia  Online  

Na  l Network For First Responders  Is  Yea  y*tiona  rs Awa  
By  Edward  Wya  t,  New  York  (NY)  Times  
NewYork Times,  December 7,  2012  
During  Hurricane  Sandy,  New  York  police  commanders  could  t  h  fire  depart  supervisors  across  t  y,alk  by  radio  wit  ment  he  cit  

t  ling  power  failures  in  nearby  count  h  aut  ies  shu  t  s  in  New  York  and  New  Jersey.o  officials  ba  t  ies  and  wit  horit  ing  down  airport  
As  routine  as  that  represent  st  ions.  And  it  he  tsounds,  it  ed  great rides  in  emergency  communicat  addressed  one  of  t  ragic  

problems ofSept.  11 ,  2001  — t  police  and  fire  officials  a  t  er  sit  reach  one  anothat  he World Trade Cent  e could  not  her by radio.  
The  recent posit  s  st  fulfill  t  -Sept  ionwide  communicat  em  for  firstive  development  ill do  not  he  post  . 11  plans for a  nat  ions  syst  

responders.  Emergency  officials  who  showed  up  from  ot  ies  t  er  Sandy  could  no  t  o  New  York  officialsher  cit  o  help  clean  up  aft  alk  t  
with  the  radios  t  from  home.  The  fourt  ion  cellular-phone  t  he  systhey  brought  h-generat  echnology  on  which  t  em  is  based  does  not  
allow,  for  the  foreseeable  future,  emergency  workers  in  one  locat  o  immediat  act  her  direct  her  tion  t  ely  cont  each  ot  ly.  Rat  han  push  
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a  bu  t  alkie  st  hey  have  t  droppedon  on  a  device,  walkie-t  yle,  t  o  dial  a  phone  number,  like  any  cellphone  user,  and  worry  about  
calls.  

Congress  took  years  to  set  ion  of  airwaves  t  e  a  new  emergency  syst  allocataside  a  special  sect  o  accommodat  em,  bu  it  ed  
only $2 billion  for initial  work.  Communications expert  he syst  o $10 billion  more.  While anots  say  t  em  will  require  up  t  her  $5  billion  
of potential financing  could  come  hatfrom  the Federal Communications Commission’s auction  of newly cleared  airwaves,  t  effort  
depends on  t  ion  of so-far reluct  elevision  broadcast  agencies.he  cooperat  an  t  ers  and  government  

Hurricane  Sandy  also  exposed  a  significant flaw  in  t  ial  design  of  t  em.  It  ly  onhe  init  he  emergency  syst  would  rely  great  
commercial  cellphone  net  he  same  net  hat  he  st  owers  blew  down,  power  equipmentworks,  t  works  t  failed  during  t  orm  when  cell  t  
failed  and backup batteries or generators were  o think that you  can  build  a network that can  withstand  anything  andflooded.  “T  
everyt  hat  her  Nat  hrows  a  &T  nothing  t  Mot  ure  t  at it is  bit  unrealistic,”  said Bill Smith,  president  of AT  Network Operations.  “It’s  
impossible, but it would be incredibly expensive.”  

New York’s interagency system  worked  well both this year and last year during Hurricane Irene.  It began  operat  hinions  wit  
the city a few years aft  . 11  and  expanded t he surrounding  suburbs t  h ter Sept  o t  wo years ago,  wit he help of federal money.  

That syst  ransmit  over  t  work  planned  for  tem  t  s  audio  on  normal  radio  waves,  however,  not  he  wireless  broadband  net  he  
new  nat  em.  A  broadband  net  responders  t  ures,  video  andionwide  broadband  syst  work  already  would  allow  first  o  exchange  pict  
data  like  maps  and  building  plans,  but adding  a  push-t alk  audio  link  is  five  to-t  o 10 years away,  officials say.  

The  hurricane  made  clear  t  relying  on  t  works  of  companies  like  Verizon,  AT&T,  T-Mobile  and  Sprint had  limits.hat  he  net  
“These  networks failed  when  we  would  have  needed  them  most,” said  Charles  F.  Dowd,  a deputy chief who  oversees the  New  
York Police Department’s communications division.  “The idea of using commercial networks is a real concern for public safety.”  

Mr.  Dowd  serves  on  the  board  of  First Responder  Net  horit  Net he  new  independentwork  Aut  y,  or  First  ,  t  federal  agency  set  
up  t  o  design  and  build  t  em.his  year  by  Congress  t  he  new  emergency  syst  

Several  other  members  of that  board  visited  New  York  after  the  hurricane  to  see  heythe  city’s  interagency  network.  “T  
clearly saw the  difference between  the  performance  of commercial  and public safety networks,” Mr.  Dowd  said.  “T  hehey knew t  
new system cannot be built to commercial standards.  It has to be at a higher level of redundancy and survivability.”  

In  addit  o  making  t  echnology  work,  t  pressing  issue  faced  by  First  is  cost  aside  $2  billionion  t  he  t  he  most  Net  .  Congress  set  
for  the  FirstNet  o  ge  t  em  intboard  t  he  syst  o  place.  

An  addit  ruct  s  would  be  financed  wit he  proceeds  of  t  ionsional  $5  billion  in  const  ion  cost  h  t  he  Federal  Communicat  
Commission’s  auctions  of  additional  wireless  airwaves,  a  priority  of  the  F.C.C.  chairman,  Julius  Genachowski,  who  has  also  
pushed  t  y  net  he  agenda.  Bu  t  will  go  only  part  he  way,  mos  t  ions  expert  end.he public safet  work up t  hat  of t  elecommunicat  s cont  

The  F.C.C.  hopes  t  hose  auct  so  far  it  ance  from  t  ers  ando  begin  t  ions  in  2014,  but  has  faced  resist  elevision  broadcast  
government agencies,  which  hold  t  he  commission  want o  the  airwave  licenses  t  s  t ake  back  and  sell.  

FirstNet said  it  would  reach  it  imat  work  t  could  be  used  by  any  public  safetbelieved  it  s  ult  e  goal  of  building  a  net  hat  y  official  
in  the United St es,  using  a st  hat  es on  t  hose of all  ot  mentat  andard  device  t  operat  he  same  frequencies  as  t  her  depart  s.  

“We  have  the  spectrum  resources  and  the  financial  resources  available  to  achieve  that,”  said  F.  Craig  Farrill,  a  longtime  
wireless  communicat  ive and  member of the FirstNet board  who is overseeing the architecture of the network.  “We’reions  execut  
very optimistic.” He noted that Congress had  approved  and  set aside money for the project only in  February,  and that the board  
was  only  a  couple  ofmonths  old.  

Current emergency  syst  provide  t  eragency  connect y  because  each  cit  y  departems  do  not  he  desired  int  ivit  y  or  count  ment  
designs  radios  t  hat  suit  o  it  ion.  When  rescue  workers  from  t  showed  up  ino  work  on  airwaves  t  are  best  ed  t s  own  locat  he  Midwest  
New  Orleans  t  ch  in  aft  rina,  for  example,  t  heir  radios  would  not  hem  t  wit hoseo  pit  er  Hurricane  Kat  hey  found  t  allow  t  o  connect  h  t  
used  by  local  officials.  

In  2010,  the  Commerce  Department  ed  $382  million  in  grant o  seven  public  safet  o  work  on  tallocat  s  t  y  agencies  t  heir  own  
local  communicat  ems.  But  h  more  t  on  plans  and  equipment he  Commerceions  syst  in  May,  wit  han  $40  million  already  spent  ,  t  
Depart  suspended  t  work.  It  was  afraid  t  hose  syst  work  seamlessly  wit he  nat  workment  hat  said  it  ha  t  ems  would  not  h  t  ionwide  net  
it envisioned.  

“It  was  a  shocking  waste  of money to  have  invested  in  all  that  and  then  shut it down,”  said  retired  Rear Adm.  James  A.  
Barnett Jr.,  who  until  April  headed  the  F.C.C.’s  public  safety division  and  is  now  an  official  at the  Potomac  Institute  for  Policy  
St  echnology  studies,  a  science  and  t  udy  group  here.  

The  shutdown  caused  problems  for  Oakland,  San  Francisco,  San  Jose  and  10  Northern  California  count  haties  t  had  
received  a  $50  million  grant from  t  men  t  work.  Now,  aft  hs  of  idleness,  somehe  Commerce  Depart  o  build  a  regional  net  er  six  mont  
are  losing  patience.  
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“You  can’t  expect  local  governments  to  just  sit  there  and  not  use  resources  for  several  months  while  the  federal  
government tries to make a decision  on  he  Bay  Area  Regionalhow to proceed,” said Barry Fraser,  interim  general  manager  for  t  
Interoperable Communications Systems Authority.  “I don’t know howmuch longerwe can keep all of them on board.”  

End The Wa  ve BillionsrOn  TerrorAnd Sa  
By  Fareed  Zakaria  

on  PostWashingt  , December 7,  2012  
As  we  debate  whether the  two  parties  can  ever come  together and  get things  done,  here’s  something  President Obama  

could  probably  do  by  himself  that would  be  a  signal  accomplishment  he  war  on  tof  his  presidency:  End  t  error.  Or,  more  
realistically,  start  he  count  outplanning  and  preparing  t  ry  for  phasing  it  .  

For  11  years,  t  ed  St es  has  been  operat  ime  powers  grant  he  2001he  Unit  at  ing  under  emergency  wart  ed  under  t  
“Authorization  for Use  of Military Force.”  T  a  he  Civil  War,  World  War  I  andhat is  longer period  than  the  country  spent fighting  t  
World  War  II  combined.  It grant he  president  he  federal  government  raordinary  aut  ies  at home  and  abroad,s  t  and  t  ext  horit  
effect  ies  for  anyone  t  deems  an  enemy  and  keeps  us  on  a  permanent war  footing  in  allively  suspends  civil  libert  he  government  
kinds  ofways.  

Now,  for  the  firs  time  since  Sept  rat  ched  a  possible  endpoint. 11 ,  2001,  an  administ ion  official has sket  .  
In  a  thoughtful  speech  a  he  Oxford  Union  last  he  out  he  Pentt  week,  Jeh  Johnson,  t  going  general  counsel  for  t  agon,  

recognized that “we cannot and should not expect al-Qaeda and it  ed forces t  heirweaponss  associat  o  all  surrender,  all  lay  down  t  
in  an  open  field,  or  to  sign  a  peace  treat  h  us.  They  are  t  organizat  ure  or  kill  every  las  ty  wit  errorist  ions.  Nor  can  we  capt  errorist  
who  claims  an  affiliat  h  al-Qaeda.”ion  wit  

But,  he  argued,  “There  will  come  a tipping  point .  .  .  at which  so  many of the  leaders  and  operatives  of al-Qaeda  and  its  
affiliates  have  been  killed  or  captured,  and  t  o  a  t  or  launch  a  st egic  a  t  he  Unithe  group  is  no  longer  able  t  empt  rat  ack  agains  t  ed  
States,  such  t  al-Qaeda  as  we  know  it he  organizat  hat  horized  t  ary  that  , t  ion  t our Congress aut  he milit  o pursue in  2001 ,  has been  
effectively destroyed.” At that point,  “our efforts should no longer be considered an armed conflict.”  

Phasing  out or  modifying  t  hing  t  would  appeal  t  h  left  .  Jameshese  emergency  powers  should  be  somet  hat  o  bot  and  right  
Madison,  father of the  Constitution,  was  heclear on  the  topic.  “Of all  the  enemies to  public liberty,”  he  wrote,  “war is,  perhaps,  t  
mos  t  comprises  and  develops  t  her.  War  is  t  of  armies;  from  to  be  dreaded,  because  it  he  germ  of  every  ot  he  parent  hese  
proceed debts and taxes. . . . No nation could preserve its freedom in the midst of continual warfare.”  

If you  wan  to know why we’re in  such  a deep budgetary hole,  one large piece of it is that we have spent around $2 trillion  
on  foreign  wars  in  t  decade.  Not  ally,  we  have  had  t  expansion  of  t  since  Worldhe  past  coincident  he  largest  he  federal  government  
War II.  T  and  William  Arkin  have  described  how  t  has  built 33  new  complexes  for  thehe  Post’s Dana  Priest  he  U.S.  government  
int  ment  y  employs  230,000  people.elligence bureaucracies alone.  The Depart  ofHomeland Securit  

A  new  Global  Terrorism  Index  this  week  showed  tha  errorism  went  o  2007  –  largely  because  of  tt  up  from  2002  t  he  
conflict  an/Pakist  but  he  part  he  world  wit he  fewest  s  iss  in  Afghanist  an  and  Iraq  —  has  declined  ever  since.  And  t  of  t  h  t  incident  
Nort  could  be  our  vigilance  t  is  keeping  t  acks  at  it  h  not  he  vasth  America.  It  hat  error  a  t  bay.  But is  also  wort  ing,  as  we  observe  t  
apparatus  of  searches  and  screening,  that  the  Transportation  Security  Administration’s  assistant  administrator  for  global  
strategies  has  admi  t  ha  t  result  he  arrested  t  hose  expensive  and  cumbersome  whole-body  scanners  have  not  ed  in  t  of  a  single  
suspect  errorist  one.ed t  . Not  

Of course there are real threat  here,  from  sources including  new branches of al-Qaeda and  ots  ou  t  her  such  groups.  And  of  
course  they  will  have  to  be  ba  t  hose  t  s  should  be  capt  we  have  done  tled,  and  t  errorist  ured  or  killed.  But  his  before,  and  we  can  
do  so  in  t  ure  under  more  normal  circumst  will  mean  t  he  administ ion  will  have  t  andhe  fut  ances.  It  ha  t  rat  o  be  more  careful  —  
perhaps  have  more  congressional  involvement —  ain  act  rikes.  It  mean  it  o  chargefor  cert  ions,  such  as  drone  st  might  will  have  t  
some of the people held  at Guant  ry t  ary or civilian courtanamo  and  t hem  in  milit  s.  

In  any  event,  it is  a  good  idea  t  he  Unit  at  o  conduct s  ant errorism  campaigns  witha  t  ed  St es  find  a way  t  it  i-t  hin  a more  
normal  legal  framework,  rather  than  rely  on  blanket  ime  aut  y  grant  er  Septwart  horit  ed in  a panic aft  . 11 .  

No  president want o  give  up  power.  Bu  t  ioned  t  ion  about  h  outs  t  his  one  is  uniquely  posit  o  begin  a  serious  conversat  a  pat  
of permanent war.  

Appea  ppingls Court Sides  With Bush Wireta  
Wired,  December 7,  2012  
A  federal  appeals  court is  refusing  t  s  August  said  t  may  spy  ono  reconsider  it  ruling  in  which  it  he  federal  government  

Americans’ communications without warrants and without fear of being sued.  
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The  original  decision  by  a  t  he  9t  Court  his  summer  reversed  t  and  onlyhree-judge panel  of t  h U.S.  Circuit  ofAppeals t  he first  
case that successfully challenged President George W. Bush’s once-secret Terrorist Surveillance  Program.  

Wit  comment he  San  Francisco-based  appeals  court  hat would  not rehear  (.pdf)  the  casehout  ,  t  announced  Wednesday  t  it  
again  wit  ively  se  t  he  st  showdown.  The  appeals  courth  a  larger  panel  of  11  judges,  effect  ing  t  age  for  a  Supreme  Court  
Wednesday  also  made  some  minor  amendments  (.pdf)  to  it  ruling,  bu  t  hrust  was  ts  August  he  t  of  it  he  same  as  before.  

The  case  concerned  a  lower  court decision  in  which  t  orneys  —  h  t  al-wo  American  a  t  who  were  working  wit he  now-defunct  
Haramain  Islamic  Foundat  were  awarded  more  t  heir  lawyers  $2.5  million  in  legal  feesion  —  han  $20,000  each  in  damages  and  t  
after  a  tort  le  where  t  hey  were  spied  on  wit  warrantured  legal  ba  t  hey  proved  t  hout  s.  

They sued under domestic spying laws Congress adopted in  the wake of President Richard M. Nixon’s Watergate scandal.  
The  government appealed  t  ory,  and  t  has  dismissed  t  and  reversed  their  vict  he  appeals  court  he  suit  he  damages.  

The  San  Francisco-based  appeals  court had  ruled  t  when  Congress  wrot he  law  regulathat  e  t  ing  eavesdropping  on  
Americans  and  spies,  it never  waived  sovereign  immunit  he  sect  ing  t  ing  Americans  wit  warranty  in  t  ion  prohibit  arget  hout  s.  That  
means  Congress  did  not allow  for  aggrieved  Americans  t  he  government  heir  cons  it ional  right  ed  byo sue t  , even  if t  ut  s were violat  
t  ed  St es  breaching  it  apping  laws.he  Unit  at  s  own  wiret  

Congress authorized Bush’s spy program in 2008,  five years after the illegal wiretapping involved in this case.  
The  Bush  spy  program  was  first disclosed  by  The  New  York  Times  in  December  2005,  and  t  subsequenthe  government  ly  

admi  ted  tha  t  onhe  National Security Agency was eavesdropping  Americans’ telephone calls without warrants if the government  
believed  t  he  ot  ed  wit errorism.  The  government  ly  enlist  hehe  person  on  t  her  end  was  overseas  and  associat  h  t  also  secret  ed  t  
help  of  major  U.S.  t  &T to spy on  Americans’  phone and internet communications without getting  warrantselecoms,  including AT ,  
as required by t  elligence Surveillance Act he law a  t  er of t  e.he 1978 Foreign Int  , t  he cent  he al-Haramain  disput  

A  lower  court judge  found  in  2010  t  wo  American  lawyers’  telephone  conversations  with  their  clients  in  Saudi  Arabiaha  t  
were  siphoned  to  the  Nat  y  Agency  wit  warrant  ions  were  initional  Securit  hout  s.  The  allegat  ially  based  on  a  classified  document  
t  accident  o  t  ion  lawyers  Wendell  Belew  and  Asim  Ghafoor.he  government  ally  mailed  t he  former  al-Haramain  Islamic  Foundat  

The  document was  lat  at  ,  removed  from  t  and  has  never  been  made  public.er  declared  a  st e  secret  he  long-running  lawsuit  
With  that  ruled  out  he  lawyers  inst  ed  a  bevy  of  circumst ial  evidence  t  a  tdocument  as  evidence,  t  ead  cit  ant  hat  rial  judge  
concluded  showed  t  illegally  wiret  he  lawyers  as  t  o  Saudi  Arabia.he  government  apped  t  hey  spoke  on  U.S.  soil  t  

HOMELAND RESPONSE:  

U.S.  Spy Agencies To Deta  cks From  Abroail CyberAtta  d  
A  Na  l  Intelligence  Estima  on  cyber  tta  broa  ncia  med  ontiona  te  will  report  a cks  from  a  d,  including  fina  l  losses  bla  

ha  .ckers in China  
By  Ken  Dilanian  
Los Angeles Times,  December 7,  2012  
WASHINGTON  — The U.S.  int  y is nearing  complet  s first  ailed  review of cyber spying  againstelligence  communit  ion  of  it  det  

American  targets  from  abroad,  including  an  a  t  t  e  U.S.  financial  losses  from  hacker  a  temp  o  calculat  acks  based  in  China,  
officials  said.  

The  National  Intelligence  Est  e,  t  involving  cyber  espionage,  also  will  seek  t  ermine  how  large  a  role  timat  he  first  o  det  he  
Chinese  government plays  in  direct  ing  digit  acks  aimed  at ealing  U.S.  int  ual  propert  oing  or  coordinat  al  a  t  st  ellect  y,  according  t  
officials who spoke on  the condition  of anonymit o discuss a classified  underty  t  aking.  

The  Pentagon  requested  t  imat  han  a  year  ago,  and  it sparked  a  broad  review  of  evidence  and  analysis  fromhe est  e more  t  
the  17  U.S.  intelligence  agencies.  The  document  ed  t he  Nat  elligence  Council,  which  coordinathas  been  submi  t  o  t  ional  Int  es  
such  efforts,  bu  it was  unclear  whet  he  council  had  reached  or  approved  final  conclusions.  The  st  ed  ther  t  udy  is  expect  o  be  given  
t  year.o  policymakers  early  next  

U.S.  intelligence  agencies  monitor  daily  digit  s  from  hackers  based  in  China  who  seek  t  eal  int  ual  propertal  assault  o  st  ellect  y  
from  American  and  ot  ern  companies,  current  elligence  officials  said.  Int  s  disagree  overher  West  and  former  int  elligence  analyst  
t  en  o  which  t  rusions  are  organized  by  Chinese  aut  ies,  bu  t  ional  Securit  racedhe  ext  t  he  int  horit  he  CIA  and  Nat  y  Agency  have  t  
cyber  a  t  heft o  Chinese  milit  elligence  agencies.acks and t  s t  ary and int  

“We know much  more about who is doing this than  we did  even  two years ago,” one official involved in  the effort said.  “We  
have traced attacks back to a desk in a [People’s Liberation Army] office building.”  
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Some  analysts  believe  the  Chinese  government  heft  ellect  y  thas  a  broad  policy  of  encouraging  t  of  int  ual  propert hrough  
cyber  a  t  hat leaves  t  ails  t  elligence  services,  st e-owned  companies  and  freelancers.  As  a  result  leastacks,  bu  t it  he  det  o int  at  , at  
some of t  acks appear poorly orchest ed.he a t  rat  

U.S.  officials  have  raised  concerns  about cyber  espionage  wit  .h  Chinese  officials.  Beijing  has  denied  any  involvement  
Obama  administ ion  officials  have  publicly  warned  in  recent  hs  abou  t  s  t  ional  securit  acks,rat  mont  hreat o  nat  y  from  cyber  a  t  

but  they  have  tiptoed  around  the  issue  of  who  is  to  blame.  “It’s  no  secret  that  Russia  and  China  have  advanced  cyber  
capabilities,” Defense Secretary Leon E. Panetta said in a speech on Oct. 11  in New York.  

Russia  engages  in  cyber  espionage  against governmen  arget  he  Unit  att  s,  as  does  China,  t  ed  St es,  Israel,  France  and  
ot  ions.  But  syst  ically  st  e  secret  o  aid  it  ional  companies,her  nat  Russia  does  not  emat  eal  corporat  s  from  U.S.  companies  t  s  own  nat  
U.S.  intelligence  officials  say.  

Last week,  t  y  Review  Commission  alleged  t  China  hashe  congressionally  sponsored  U.S.-China  Economic  and  Securit  hat  
“an  elaborate  strategy for obtaining  America’s advanced  technology by subterfuge,  either stealing it outright or by requiring U.S.  
companies to turn over technology to Chinese business partners as a condition for investment and market access in China.”  

Part of t  st egy relies on  comput  acks,  that rat  er  a  t  he  commission  said.  
“In  2012,  Chinese  state-sponsored  act  inued  t  U.S.  government  ary,  indust  alors  cont  o  exploit  ,  milit  rial  and  nongovernment  

computer systems,” the report said.  “T  o  make  China  the volume of exploitation attempts yielded enough  successful  breaches  t  he  
most threatening actor in cyberspace.”  

Losses  from  t  heft  ellect  y  t  acks  and  t  are  difficul  t  ify  but  ohe  t  of  U.S.  int  ual  propert hrough  cyber  a  t  heft  o  quant  are  believed  t  
be in  the  billions  of  dollars  a  year.  

In  one  recent case,  Brian  Milburn,  who  runs  Solid  Oak  Soft  a  Barbara,  sued  t  andware  Inc.  in  Sant  he  Chinese  government  
nine  companies  for  $2.2  billion  in  January  2010  in  federal  court in  Sant  hat  er  child-monita  Ana,  alleging  t  his  Cybersi  t  oring  
soft  ed  and  illegally  sold  t  was  se  t  inware  had  been  pirat  o  57  million  users  in  China.  The  lawsuit  led  for  an  undisclosed  amount  
April,  though  the  Chinese  government  part  e  in  t  lementdid  not  icipat  he  se  t  .  

As  t  unfolded,  Milburn  was  t  ed  for  harassment  hough  t  racked  by  U.S.he  lawsuit  arget  by  Chinese  hackers  t  o  have  been  t  
int  o  his  Los  Angeles  lawyer,  Gregory  Fayer.  He  said  t  he  Cybersi  t  e,elligence,  according  t  he  hackers  blocked  orders  on  t  er  websit  
cost  ens of t  sales.ing Milburn  t  housands of dollars in  lost  

“T  us  were  t  ual  Chinese  A-T  of hackers,” Milburn  said in  phone interview T  heyhe guys they put on  he  virt  eam  a  hursday.  “T  
were the most patient people I’ve ever seen.  hey basically used the same techniques against me that they would  use for cyberT  
espionage.”  

ken.dilanian@latimes.com  

Feds  Expa  ph Screening,  Often  Seeking Intima  ctsnd Polygra  te Fa  
By  By  Marisa  Taylor,  Mcclatchy  Newspapers  
McClatchy,  December 6,  2012  
She  was  one  of  t  est udent  a  leading  universit  he  Cent  elligence  Agency  offered  her  a  job  as  ahe  bright  st  s  at  y  when  t  ral  Int  

counter-terrorism  analyst  first he  19-year-old  was  warned,  she  had  t  es  t  ermine  whet.  But  ,  t  o  undergo  a  polygraph  t  o  det  her  she  
could  be  t  ed.rust  

Inst  inizing  her  abilit o  guard  government  s,  polygraphers  asked  about  ed  rape  andead  of  scrut  y  t  secret  her  report  
miscarriage,  t  least  hours  in  t  e  sessions,  polygraphers  repeat  ohe  woman  recalled.  Over  at  eight  hree  separat  edy  demanded  t  
know  her  innermos  thoughts,  even  aft  arter  she  st ed  sobbing  in  shame.  

“At one point,  one  urn  on  the light inside so I  can  see,’  ” said the woman,  who asked thatof the polygraphers said to me,  ‘T  
her name be withheld. “I was amazed at how creepy and invasive the whole process was.”  

Last year,  more  t  he  count  ed  t  est o  get  h  than  73,000  Americans  across  t  ry  submi  t  o  polygraph  t s  t  or  keep  jobs  wit he  federal  
government,  although  such  screening  is  most  he  privat  or  and  widely  denounced  by  scient s.  Many  of  tly  banned  in  t  e  sect  ist  he  
screenings  probably aren’t as harsh  as the CIA applicant described,  but polygraphers at a growing  number of U.S.  agencies are  
asking  employees  and  applicants  questions  abou  t  e  t  s  in  t  ect  he  countheir  personal  lives  and  privat hought  he  name  of  prot ing  t  ry  
from  spies,  t  s  or  corrupt  officers.errorist  law  enforcement  

The  federal  government describes  polygraph  t ing  as  an  imperfect  effect  ing  it  s  from  beingest  but  ive  way  of  prevent  s  secret  
leaked  at a  t  5  million  people  have  been  approved  t  ion.  Many  people  who  undergoime  when  almost  o  access  classified  informat  
polygraph  t s  describe  t  he  most  ional,  t  heir  lives.  Polygraphersest  hem  as  one  of  t  emot  errifying  and  shameful  experiences  in  t  
routinely  coax  people  into  revealing  secrets  or  experiences  they  haven’t  told  their  friends,  relatives  or  t  s.herapist The  
polygraphers  record  t  ails  of  t  s,  sharing  t  he  government  ohe  sessions  and  keep  det  he  result  hem  across  t  when  someone  applies  t  
different agencies.  
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Scientists,  however,  don’t  know  whether  polygraph  machines  can  tell  whether  someone  is  lying  or  even  withholding  
informat  st  hat  est  e  t  oss.ion.  Some  independent udies  have  concluded  t  polygraph  t ing  is  no  more  accurat han  a  coin  t  

Despite  such  doubts  abou  he  t s,  Congress  and  t  s  no  longer  aggressively  scrut  he  usually  secrett  est  he  court  inize  t  ive  
federal  polygraph  programs.  People  who  undergo  the  tests  often  can’t get access  to  information  about their interrogations,  and  
most are  barred  from  filing  complaint  .s  in  federal  court  

The  National  Academies  urged  federal  agencies  in  2003  to  st  he  t s  as  a  screening  top  using  t  est  echnique.  The  
organization,  which  advises  the  U.S.  government  ific  ma  t  housands  of  polygraph  ston  scient  ers,  examined  t  udies  and  concluded  
t  he risk of innocent  he t , and  spies passing it  oo high.ha  t  people  failing  t  est  ,  was  t  

Since  then,  15  agencies  –  from  t  ional  Securit  o  t  o  t  al  Inspect  eithe  Nat  y  Agency  t he  FBI  t he  Post  ion  Service  –  her  have  
cont  heir  polygraph  screenings,  McClat  he  agencies  now  t  a  growing  number  ofinued  or  expanded  t  chy  found.  Many  of  t  arget  
private  contract  he  Depart  of  Energy  dramat  er  it  istors  as  well.  Only  t  ment  ically  scaled  back  on  screening  aft  s  own  scient s  
prot ed.est  

“The  federal  government  obviously  has  ignored  the  scientific  consensus,”  Stephen  Fienberg,  the  chair  of  the  National  
Academies’ polygraph panel,  told McClatchy.  “What we showed,  without equivocation,  is that the polygraph  machine is too blunt  
an instrument to be relied on for screening.”  

T  a consensus  on  the  best  approach,  or even  the  ethical  limits,  of  screeninghe  federal  government itself hasn’t  reached  
more  t  er  adopt  he  pract  chy  int  ional  securit  s  andhan  70  years  aft  ing  t  ice.  McClat  erviewed  dozens  of  polygraphers,  nat  y  expert  
people who’ve been screened  and found vast differences in how the tests are conducted.  

Six  agencies,  including  the  Department  ry  t  ick  t  ional  securit  ions,  such  as  whetof  Energy,  t o  st  o  nat  y  quest  her  someone  has  
leaked  classified  information  or  has  inappropriate  relat  h  foreigners,  McClationships  wit  chy  found.  These  polygraphers  are  
supposed  to  avoid  delving  into  ot  ers,  such  as  sexual  conducther  personal  ma  t  and  psychological  issues.  

Bruce  Held,  t  or  of  int  erint  he  Depart  of  Energy,  said  he  want  o  avoidhe  direct  elligence  and  count  elligence  for  t  ment  ed  t  
relying  on  draconian  security  measures  that  unint ionally  encourage  spying  by  alienatmight  ent  ing  his  employees.  

“What we’re  looking for is whether you  are a spy,  terrorist or saboteur,  not whether you  have some peccadillo in  your life,”  
said  Held,  a  retired  CIA  officer.  

The  nine  ot  hat ill  use  polygraph  screening,  however,  see  it  ing  out  s  or  employeesher  agencies  t  st  as  crucial  in  root  applicant  
who  are  hiding  crimes  or  deviant or  unst  hat  hem  from  cert  o  personalable  behavior  t  should  bar  t  ain  jobs.  These  agencies  delve  int  
conduct such  as  past drug  use,  sexual  perversions,  undisclosed  crimes  and  financial  problems.  

The Naval Criminal Investigative Service once asked  only nat  y quest  recent  o st asking itional  securit  ions  but  ly  decided  t  art  s  
special  agent  applicants  more  personal  questions.  David  Bogue,  the  head  of the  service’s  polygraph  program,  said  polygraph  
screening helped the agency root out “potential insider threats” and hire people who were “trustworthy and suitable.”  

Details  about how  t  conducthe  U.S.  government  s  polygraph  screening  are  rarely  discussed  publicly,  because  many  
polygraphers  cite  the  need  to  protect  national  security  and  many  people  who’ve  been  screened  fear  being  identified.  Many  
federal  agencies,  including  the  CIA  and  FBI,  declined  to  grant  chy  int  o  basic  questMcClat  erviews  or  respond  t  ions,  such  as  how  
many  people  they  polygraph.  

To  prevent abuses  in  such  a  secret  ure,  inspect  he  government  ional  Cent  yive  cult  ors  from  t  -run  Nat  er  for  Credibilit  
Assessment rout  inize  polygraph  programs.  William  Norris,  t  or  of  t  er,  said  inspect  erviewed  tinely  scrut  he  direct  he  cent  ors  int  op  
officials  and  reviewed  a  sampling  of test  results  to  ensure  that  “ethical,  professional  and  technical  standards”  were  being  .met  
Federal  polygraphers  also  receive  more  t  hree  mont  raining  a  t  er.han  t  hs of t  he cent  

A  McClatchy  reporter,  however,  spoke  t  eran  polygraphers  from  a  wide  array  of  agencies  who  described  how  to  vet  hey  
often  rely  on  their  own  inst  s  and  experiences  t  ermine  t  opic,  comparable  tinct  o  det  he  relevance  of  a  t  o  a  skillful  police  
int  ion  of  a  criminal  suspect  ance,  t  hat  being  raped  could  beerrogat  .  Some  polygraphers,  for  inst  hink  t  asking  someone  about  
legitimate  in  cert  ances.  Otain  circumst  hers  disagreed.  

“Where  is  the  line?  That  depends  on  the  polygrapher and  the  agency,”  said  John  Sullivan,  a  retired  CIA polygrapher  of  
more  t  hree  decades.han  t  “It can be a slippery slope. At a certain point, the government can justify almost anything.”  

One  Defense  Int  year  of  jumping  t he  wrong  conclusions  duringelligence  Agency  employee  accused  a  polygrapher  last  o  t  
her screening  because  she’s  a  ani  origin,  according  t  .  The  polygrapher  accusedU.S.  citizen  of  Pakist  o  a  copy  of  her  complaint  
her of trying to deceive him  when  she count  hat  elling him  t rutered  t  she  was  t  he  t h.  

The  woman,  an  intelligence  officer,  previously  worked  with  polygraphers  who  t  hat  rutold  her  t  even  t hful  people  can  be  seen  
as  having  decept  hey  second-guess  t  ,  she  said  in  t  ,  she  concent edive  responses  because  t  hemselves.  As  a  result  he  complaint  rat  
on  providing  honest responses.  However,  t  hought  are  known as “countermeasures”he  polygrapher  said  he  t  she  was  using  what  
to  prevent him  from  reading  her  t  resultest  s.  
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The  woman  no  longer  works  for  the  Defense  Intelligence  Agency  but  o  be  named  because  she  stshe  asked  no  t  ill  works  
for  t  .  When  she  appealed  and  asked  t  elligence  Agency  t  he  t  he  agencyhe  federal  government  he  Defense  Int  o  view  t  ape,  t  
rest  ional  securitored  her  nat  y  clearance.  

“Polygraphers aren’t trained  scientists,”  said Fienberg,  who’s a  hey haven’t a  clue whatnationally respected  statistician.  “T  
impact an interrogation has on people’s likely responses.”  

One  computer systems  analyst said  she’d  failed  the  National  Security Agency’s  polygraph  screening  four times  because  
she  was  seen  as  deceptive  when  she  was  asked  about drug  use.  The  57-year-old said she’d never tried drugs – even  in  her  20s  
in  the  1970s.  

“I’ve never been a crowd follower,” she said.  “When everyone else might have been smoking pot, I was playing the oboe.”  
In  t  o  pass,  t  s  such  as  drinking  wine  every  day  and  responded  t  ionshe  effor  t  he  woman  said,  she  offered  up  habit  o  quest  

about whether cheating  had  led  to  her two  divorces.  It had  not.  One  reason  she  doesn’t want to  be  named  is  that she’s  held  a  
security  clearance  for  more  than  a  decade  with  Defense  Department  agencies  that  didn’t  ask  applicants  about past  drug  use  
during  polygraph  screening.  

The  woman  speculat  hat  ing  t he  drug  quest  ive  sist  ime  drug  addictes  t  she  may  be  react  o  t  ion  because  her  adopt  er  is  a  longt  
with whom she’d had to cut off contact.  

“But I have no idea,” she said.  “Sometimes I feel like I’m  not really thinking  about anything at all other than the fact that I’m  
being polygraphed.”  

Based  on  a  Nat  at ical  model,  t  year  could  have  been  labeled  asional  Academies  st ist  housands  of  people  screened  last  
failing  t  est  hey  were  t  he  t h.  Most  s  won’t accept polygraph  results  evidence  in  criminal  cases.  Evenhe  t  when  t  elling  t  rut  court  as  
polygraphers  acknowledge  t  heir  calls  could  be  wrong  a  tha  t  imes.  

“I  would  say there  are  people  who  may flunk the  polygraph  test because  they’re  extremely nervous,”  said  Kevin  Boyle,  a  
veteran  federal polygrapher who’s overseen  more than  1 ,600 polygraph tests.  “As a polygrapher,  you  have  to be  aware  that it’s  
never going to be 100 percent accurate.”  

For  many  people  –  even  he  screening  t  –  t  echnique  has  undeniablepolygraphers  who  undergo  t  hemselves  he  t  
psychological  power.  oms  and  Border  ect  applicant have  ed  o  ing  h  cartCust  Prot ion  s  admi  t  t cooperat  wit drug  els.  
Counterintelligence  officials  reveal  that  they’ve  spilled  government  secrets.  One  of  the  more  serious  criminal  confessions  is  
downloading  child  pornography.  

“We have received admissions from people who have had sex with a dog,” said Boyle,  who’s a polygrapher with the Postal  
Inspection Service.  “You would be amazed what people admit to. What the research doesn’t show is that it really does work.”  

U.S.  intelligence agencies nonetheless decline to identify spies who’ve been  uncovered during polygraph tests.  The CIA is  
said  to  have  detect  leas  t  ed  in  ted  spying  by  at  wo  employees,  including  former  CIA  officer  Harold  Nicholson,  who  was  convict  he  
lat  he names of covert  o Russia.e 1990s of selling t  officers t  

Ot  o  be  able  t  hrough  t  hout  spy  Aldrich  Ames  clearedhers  seem  t  o  ge  t  he  screenings  wit  problems.  CIA  officer  and  Soviet  
one.  Polygraphers  then  came  up  with  ways  t  ch  people  who  t o  bea  t  est  e  t  s,  Bruce  Ivins  go  to  cat  ry  t  he  t .  Despit heir  effort  hrough  
an  FBI  polygraph  before  being  ident  he  2001  antified  as  t  hrax  killer.  

“Anybody who has been  suspended from  high  school is not going to be intimidated by a  polygrapher,” said Rob Caruso,  a  
securit  ant  ographer  who  was  polygraphed.y  consult  and  crypt  

Caruso,  one  of  t  s  who  allowed  McClat  o  publish  his  name,  said  he  was  amused  by  his  polygraphhe  rare  applicant  chy  t  
screening  for  t  work  Warfare  Command  because  he  saw  it  ect  y  risks.he Naval Net  as such  a crude way of det ing securit  

During  t  est  he  polygrapher  seemed  int  on  ge  t  o  confess  t  hing,  so  he  admi  t  inghe  t ,  Caruso  said,  t  ent  ing  him  t  o  somet  ed  ge  t  
caught spray-painting  a drainage  ditch  as a teenager,  “to  give  them  something.” However,  he  didn’t admit to  drug  use  although  
he’d experimented  when  he  was  younger.  He  passed.  

“T  hey were asking questions like I’m going to cop to things.”hey were real squares,” Caruso said.  “T  
Polygraphers  said  they weren’t trying  to  be  intrusive  when  they asked  about  such  matters.  Many people  initially  show  as  

reacting  to  quest  hough  t  be  lying.  They  may  be  t  hing  irrelevant  ha  tions  even  t  hey  may  not  hinking  of  somet  or  embarrassing  t  hey  
don’t want to reveal.  The polygraph machine,  however, measures their blood pressure,  sweat activity,  respiration and heart rates  
as  possibly indicating  deception.  T determine  what’s  making  them  react,  polygraphers  talk people  into  telling  them  what’so  on  
their  minds.  

Boyle  said  he  thought that polygraphers  should  “lightly probe”  sensitive  areas  such  as  someone  who  professed  t  heo  be  t  
victim  of a  crime.  

“I believe we should leave it up to the applicant to share the information,” he said.  
Other polygraphers may not be as gentle, he acknowledged. “Everyone’s interrogation style is different.”  
Once  the  troubling  t  or  behavior  is  revealed,  t  esthought  he  t  is  redone  and  many  people  pass.  
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Others  don’t.  The  CIA  applicant  who  says  she  was  asked  in  2005  about  her  rape  recalled  being  pressed  to  reveal  
everyt  he  t  showed  t  she  was  hiding  somet  one  point  hered  by  a  claim  byhing  because  t  est  hat  hing.  At  ,  she  revealed  she  was  bot  
another polygrapher that the agency hires alcoholics but not homosexuals. The polygrapher leaned in and asked,  “Why? Are you  
a homosexual?” She said she wasn’t.  

McClatchy  was  able  to  confirm  the  CIA’s  interest in  her  ed  rape  and  miscarriage  by  reviewing  her  heavily  redactreport  ed  
securit  hat  hey-clearance  records,  which  were  released  under  open  records  laws.  The  records  show  t  she  revealed  before  t  
polygraph  that  she’d  smoked  pot  three  times  to  deal  with  the  pain  of her  miscarriage,  records  show.  She  also  t  hem  told  t  he  
miscarriage  was  t  of  a  rape.he  result  

The  applicant wonders  whet  at  he  t  hing  ther  her  st e  of  mind  a  t  ime  made  her  seem  as  if  she  were  lying  when  she  had  not  o  
hide.  As  t  self  not  chy  obt  he  woman  had  been  preliminarily  diagnosed  wit  raumathe  agency  it  es  in  records  McClat  ained,  t  h  pos  -t  
stress  disorder.  

Her  security-clearance request was rejected because of “personal conduct.” McClatchy couldn’t determine what the agency  
was  most concerned  about  he  redact  he  document  agencies,  t  o  give  tbecause  of  t  ions  in  t  s.  Like  most  he  CIA  refused  t  he  
applicant a  copy of her recorded  polygraph  screening,  citing  policy.  

T woman  offered  to  sign  a privacy waiver allowing  the  CIA to  discuss  her case  but the  agency  said  it  couldn’t discusshe  
individual  cases.  In  a general  statement about its  program,  the  agency defended  its  polygraphers as  “highly trained  .  .  .  among  
the best in their profession.”  

Polygraphers  who  work  at several  agencies  said  asking  someone  about  ed  or  raped  could  bebeing  sexually  assault  
legit  e in  some cases,  especially if t  up t  opic and it  o be t  ive reading.imat  he  person  brought  he  t  seemed  t  riggering  a  decept  

“A  false  rape  report  is  a  felony,”  said  one  polygrapher,  who  wasn’t  authorized  to  speak  by  name.  “Would  you  want  
someone who files a false report of a crime to hold a sensitive government position?”  

Sullivan  agreed  t  polygraphers  have  a  dut o  follow  up  if  someone  implies  t  he  or  she  has  leveled  any  false  criminalhat  y t  hat  
accusat  hation.  However,  he  said  t  pursuing  details about someone’s rape “clearly crosses the line.”  

“I  can’t see  how you  can  get anyone  who  is  a victim  of a  rape  to get through  a polygraph  once  the emotional  response  is  
triggered,” he said.  “I would question whether this is something that they really need to know about in the first place.”  

Tish  Wells  contributed  t his  arto  t  icle.  

U.S.  Polygra  cy OfTests  On  Deta  sphers Questioned Accura  inees  Oversea  
By  By  Marisa  Taylor,  Mcclatchy  Newspapers  
McClatchy,  December 6,  2012  
The  U.S.  milit  ed  hundreds  of  polygraph  t s  on  det  an  despit  s  aboutary  conduct  est  ainees  in  Iraq  and  Afghanist  e  doubt  

whether  innocent civilians  could  be  accurat  ed  from  accused  t  s,  document  ained  by  McClately  separat  errorist  s  obt  chy  show.  
The  Air  Force  alone  tested  more  t  ainees  in  Iraq  t  ermine  whet  hey  were  involved  in  t  a  than  1 ,000 det  o det  her t  errorist acks  

on  U.S.  milit  her  t  he  screening  was  under  way,  polygraphers  voiced  concernsary  personnel  or  whet  hey  should  be  released.  As  t  
abou  t  s,  in  part  hey  were  posing  quest  hrough  int  ers  in  a  war-t  ry.he  result  because  t  ions  t  erpret  orn  count  

“I have serious questions as to the accuracy of exams done in  this environment,” wrote one polygrapher who was involved  
in  240 of the tests over two deployments.  “I think the decision  was made to contribute to the war effort . . . with little regard  t heo t  
problems associated with doing these.”  

The  polygraphers’  observations  from  2004 to  2008  offer yet another example  of the U.S.  military’s controversial detainee-
int  ion  policies  overseas  in  t  ions  abou  the  growing  use  oferrogat  he  wake  of  9/11 .  Their  experiences  also  raise  broader  quest  
polygraph  abroad  – oft  h t  of t  .en  wit he  encouragement  he  U.S.  government  

T  to pay for polygraph  machines  to boost the  Mexican  government’s crackdown  drughe U.S.,  for instance,  has agreed  on  
cart  ary  officials  have  urged  t  s  t  o  root  corruptels.  U.S.  milit  he  Afghan  and  Iraqi  government o  use  polygraph  screening  t  out  
officials and terrorists despite concerns that the tests aren’t reliable.  

The  American  Polygraph  Associat  his  mont hat s  membership  grew  significant  his  year,  in  partion  announced  t  h  t  it  ly  t  
because  more  foreign  polygraphers  are  signing  up.  The  professional  organizat  hat  one-quart  s  membershipion  said  t  almost  er  of  it  
was now foreign, indicating “the expanding use of polygraph testing around the world.”  

The  Air  Force’s  polygraph  testing  in  several  Iraq  military  prisons  dates  at  o  2004,  only  mont  er  revelatleas  t  hs  aft  ions  of  
abuses  by  American  prison  guards  at Abu  Ghraib.  By  t  he  Bush  administ ion  also  had  aut  errogathen,  t  rat  horized  harsh  int  ion  
met  ainees  at  anamo.hods  on  det  Guant  

The  Air  Force  polygraphers  oft  he  behest  ary  int  ors,  who  det  ainees  would  been  worked  a  t  of  milit  errogat  ermined  which  det  
tested  and  what  questions  would  be  asked.  In  the  documents,  the  polygraphers  didn’t  mention  the  earlier  controversies  over  
det  errogat  he  abuses  by  guards  at  hey  accuse  t  errogat  heyainee  int  ions  or  t  Abu  Ghraib,  nor  did  t  he  int  ors  of  abuses.  However,  t  
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described  the  interrogators  as  prone  to  rely  on  the  polygraph  tests  to  support  their  own  conclusions  about  detainees’  guilt  or  
innocence.  

A  t  ant  ion  was  uneart  a  t  hat  roops.  Oneimes,  several  polygraphers  said,  import  informat  hed,  including  about acks  t  killed  t  
wrote that the tests “saved lives and contributed to the deaths and captures ofmany insurgent leaders and operators.”  

But ot  own  conclusions  about  detainees.“It  was  frustrating  at  times  because  I  felt  as  if thehers  said  they  doubted  their  
results  of my  work did  not amount to  anything  that  really contributed  to  the  war on  terror or our efforts  in  Iraq,”  wrote  one  who  
t ed  90  detest  ainees.  “I  can’t remember which test was the least important because there were honestly so many exams that just  
didn’t seem to have impact.”  

Despite  such  misgivings  about wart  est  he  U.S.  government  horized  time  polygraph  t ing,  t  also  aut  he  use  of  handheld  
devices  in Iraq and Afghanistan that were considered even  he documents don’tless reliable than the traditional machines were.  T  
say  wha  type  of  equipmen  the  Air  Force  used,  and  t  had  redact  ions  of  t  s.  Kathe  government  ed  port  he  document  elyn  Sack,  a  
University  of  Virginia  polygraph  researcher  who  provided  the  document o  McClat  he  Air  Force  appeared  ts  t  chy,  said  t  o  have  used  
t  ional  machines.radit  

One  of  the  polygraphers  worried  that  ary  personnel  were  falsely  implicat  errogatmilit  ing  people.  In  one  case,  int  ors  claimed  
that a detainee was arrested  with  a “large  cache of weapons.” It turned  out that the man  lived  in  a neighborhood  where several  
people  were  rounded  up.  

“T  was  or was  one  he  homeshe  ‘weapons  cache’  either an  accumulation  of weapons  found in  all  the  homes,  found in  of  t  
but attributed  to  each  of the  individuals  detained  at the  same  he  interrogator told  that thesetime,”  the  polygrapher wrote.  “T  me  
ambiguous  reports  are  not unusual.  .  .  .  He  t  ha  it  ha  t  icular  detold  me  t  could  very  well  be  t  his  part  ainee  didn’t have any weapons  
at all in his home.”  

One  polygrapher  –  who  screened  110  det  Abu  Ghraib  –  he  polygraph  tainees  in  2005  and  2006,  including  at  said  t  est  
results had  no  ha  t  aineesimpact on  detainees at Abu  Ghraib because  interrogators  “already knew” from  other evidence  t  he  det  
were  guilty.  

“Interrogators  wanted  to  use  the  failed  polygraph  (what they suspected  would  be  a failed  polygraph)  as  a ‘hammer,’  ” the  
polygrapher  wrote.  

Another polygrapher said a test “ ‘cleared’ an old man . . .wrongly ‘fingered’ by a jealous neighbor.”  
“Despite the results he was sent to Abu Ghraib prison,” the polygrapher said.  
In  an  internal  memo,  the  Air  Force  said  46  percent  he  det  o  have  been  lying.  Yet  of  tof  t  ainees  were  deemed  t  90  percent  he  

tests were based on “extremely generic, anonymous and perishable reporting,” according to the memo.  
One polygrapher said the interrogators sometimes told the detainees they’d failed when they had not.  
Bu  t  emporarily  aut  roversial  t  hat elligence  agencies  use  duringhe  Air  Force  pressed  ahead  and  t  horized  a  cont  echnique  t  int  

polygraph testing.  The Air Force said in  the memo that the technique,  known  as the relevant/irrelevant test,  was used  with  “great  
success” in Afghanistan. But some Air Force polygraphers in Iraq raised questions about it.  

T  as “DI,” accordinghe technique, which the National Security Agency uses,  often shows people as being deceptive,  known  
to  one  polygrapher.  The  NSA  also  sent polygraphers  t  he  documento  Iraq,  t  s  show.  

“I felt as if I  were unfairly administering a ‘DI’ test to an individual who might actually” not be lying, an Air Force polygrapher  
wrote.  Unlike the Air Force results,  the National Security Agency tests on  detainees in  Iraq  “are not reviewed by anyone,  are  not  
sent forward  t heir  headquart  filed in any database,” another polygrapherwrote.o  t  ers  and  are  not  

Federa  ph Progra  rchersl Polygra  ms Are Secret Even  To Resea  
By  By  Marisa  Taylor,  Mcclatchy  Newspapers  
McClatchy,  December 6,  2012  
It’s one of the best-kept secret  he  federal  governments in t  .  
Information  about polygraph  screening  is  so  guarded  by  t  hat  t  job  applicant  esthe  agencies  t  use  i  hat  s  who  are  t ed  are  

urged  no  t ell  anyone.  The  news  media  are  denied  basic  informat  employees  areo  t  ion,  such  as  how  many  government  
screened, because it’s “sensitive” and could jeopardize national security.  

Researchers  are  told  they can’t get studies  about how it  works.  Even  the  National  Academies,  the  organization  set up to  
advise  the  federal  government on  scient  ers,  faced  st  ance  when  it  est  ,  tific  ma  t  iff  resist  reviewed  polygraph  t ing.  As  a  result he  
academies compared the polygraph profession to the “priesthood keeping its secrets in order to keep its power.”  

“It’s  a  siege  mentality,”  acknowledged  Gordon  Barland,  a  retired  federal  polygraph  researcher  who  supports  polygraph  
screening but also pushed for great ransparency on  some of t  a.er t  he dat  

Many  of  t  hat  est  s  and  employees  say they’re  protecting  screeninghe  15  agencies  t  rely  on  polygraph  t ing  for  job  applicant  
met  errorist  figure  out  o  infilt e  t  .  An  unknown  number  of  governmenthods  from  spies  or  t  s  who  might  how  t  rat he  government  
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polygraph  st  his  fear.  But  ics  and  even  some  support  he  federal  governmentudies  remain  classified  because  of  t  crit  ers  say  t  
should  be  more  open  about it  he  growing  use  of  polygraph  screening  and  t  inued  scient  roversys  programs  given  t  he  cont  ific  cont  
over  it.  

Barland,  one  of  the  most prolific  government  officials  tpolygraph  researchers,  asked  government  o  publish  several  
classified  studies  on  polygraph  screening  that  icipathe  part  ed  in.  They  declined.  

Other  government  researchers  who’ve  pushed  for  publishing  such  studies  also  have  been  turned  down,  Barland  said.  
Some  have  lef  t  in  frust ion.  Researchers  and  academics  generally  think  it’s  essential  for  studies  to  behe  government  rat  
published  and  peer  reviewed.  Barland  said  the  government would  have  benefit  he  sted from  publicizing  several  of t  udies because  
they  demonstrat  hat  he  blames  labor  unions  and  civil  liberted  t  polygraph  screening  worked,  but  arians  for  making  polygraphers  
gun-shy.  

“They don’t want to give critics anymore ammunition,” he said.  
Job  applicant  he  recordings  of  t  he  chart hats  and  employees  also  are  denied  t  heir  polygraph  screenings  and  t  s  t  

polygraphers relied  on  to  determine  whether they’re  lying.  If they want any other records about sessions,  they have  to  file open  
records  requests.  Nonetheless,  document  en  are  wit  ed  for  nat  y  reasons.  The  informats  oft  hheld  or  redact  ional  securit  ion  is  so  
guarded  that people  who  are  are  “maintain  confidentiality”  and  not to  tell  co-workers,  relatpolygraphed  urged  to  ives  or  friends,  
document  ained  by  McClats  obt  chy  show.  

Polygraphers  say  they  need  t keep  heir  met  secret  empt t beat he  est  Knowno  t  hods  because  of  a t  s  o  t  t s.  as  
count  he  met  o  have  been  used  by  t  ist  er  was  ident  he  2001ermeasures,  t  hods  are  said  t  he  deceased  scient who  lat  ified  as  t  
ant  spy  Aldrich  Ames.  But hers,  including  independent researchers  and  securityhrax  killer  and  by  CIA  officer  and  Soviet  ot  
expert hink t  o give  t echnique  more  psychological power  t  deserves.  Many  of t  ails  –s,  t  he  secrecy  is  designed  t  he  t  han  it  he  det  
such  as  how  many  people  are  screened  or  what quest  aren’t  classified,  yet aren’t divulged.  As  a  result  of theions  are  asked  –  
secrecy,  people  feel  compelled  t ell  t  rut  hough  scient s  widely  crit  icso  t  he  t h  even  t  ist  icize  polygraph  screening  as  unreliable,  crit  
said.  McClatchy  recently  obt  assessment  hat  ioned  tained  copies  of  unpublished  government  s  of  polygraph  screening  t  quest  he  
effectiveness  of  some  methods.  One  study,  researched  by  Barland,  concluded  that  the  results  were  “disturbing”  because  
polygraphers identified people during mock tests as lying  when they were not.  Another said,  “It may be premature to estimate the  
accuracy  of count  elligence screening examinations based on the evidence presently available.”erint  

Katelyn  Sack,  a  University  of Virginia  researcher who’s  studying  whether factors  including  polygraphers’  personal  biases  
influence  t ing,  provided  t  o  McClat  o  hire  a  lawyer  and  file  open-records  lawsuit o  get data  aboutest  he  copies  t  chy.  Sack  had  t  s  t  
U.S.  polygraph  programs  even  though  the  federal  government  o  be  supporthas claimed t  ive of such  research.  

She  said  she  thought  she’d  encountered  suspicion  from  polygraphers  because  she  was  an  independent  researcher  not  
tied to the industry. So far, her research isn’t showing racial bias in polygraph testing outside the federal government. Sack  would  
like  to  assess whether the same is true of federal programs, but she’s still fighting formore data.  

“The polygraph profession is actually its own worst enemy,” she said.  

WhyWe Don’t Need Another LawAgainst Intelligence Leaks  
By  Leonard  Downie  Jr.  

on  PostWashingt  , December 7,  2012  
Leonard Downie Jr., vice president at large ofThe Washington Post, served as the newspaper’s executive editor from 1991  

to 2008. He also is a professor at Arizona State University’s WalterCronkite School of Journalism and Mass Communication.  
The  decade-long  clandestine U.S.  “war on  terror” has spawned  a parallel,  escalating  campaign  to stop leaks of information  

about int  ivit  o  t  he  first  he  Obama  administ ion,  invest  ions  of  spyelligence  act ies  t he  news  media.  During  t  four  years  of  t  rat  igat  
agency  employees  have  proliferat  or  former  officials  have  been  prosecut  horized  disclosures  ofed.  Six  current  ed  for  unaut  
informat  han  in  all  previous  administ ions  combined.ion,  more  t  rat  

The  pressure  to  keep  quiet is  int  or  of  nat  elligence  has  expanded  t  ectensifying.  The  direct  ional  int  he  use  of  lie-det or  
interrogations  in  leak  invest  ions.  His  office  is  st  ary  intigat  udying how all 16 U.S.  civilian  and  milit  elligence  agencies  handle  “non-
incidental contacts” with the news media, presumably interviews and background briefings. Pentagon  officials  have  been  ordered  
t  or  news  media  for  disclosures  of  classified  informato  monit  ion.  

Now t  e is considering legislat  hat  her.  The 2013 Int  horizat  would  make ithe  Senat  ion  t  would  go  even  furt  elligence  Aut  ion  Act  
a  crime  for  career  int  o  provide  almost  ype  of  informat  o  t  her  t  ion  iselligence  officers  t  any  t  ion  t he  news  media,  whet  he  informat  
classified  or not.  The  bill  specifically prohibits  a  career official  from  participating  in  “background  or off-the-record”  sessions  with  
reporters.  

This  is  a  classic  example  of  overkill.  The  legislation  would  end  contact hat  en  benefit  h  t  and  ts  t  oft  bot he  government  he  
public  by  allowing  t  e  informat  vit  ional  securit  elligence  act ies,  includinghe  exchange  of  accurat  ion  about al  nat  y  issues  and  int  ivit  
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abuses  requiring  a t ion.  As  execut  or  of The  Washingt  for  17 years,  I know  first  hat  ionsent  ive  edit  on  Post  hand  t  such  conversat  
also  help  the  news  media  avoid  publishing  information  t ,  inadvert ly,  might  ional  securithat  ent  harm  nat  y.  

The  legislation  is  pending  before  the  Senat  s  approval  by  t  e  Int  ee  over  te,  following  it  he  Senat  elligence  Commi  t  he  summer.  
The  only  commi  tee  member  to  vot  he  bill,  Sen.  Ron  Wyden  (D-Ore.),  has  placed  a  hold  on  i  t  passage  in  ite  agains  t  o  prevent  s  
current  form.  “Without  transparent  and  informed  public  debat  ional  securit opics,  American  vote  on  foreign  policy  and  nat  y  t  ers  
would  be  ill-equipped  to  elect the  policymakers  who  make  important decisions  in  these  areas,”  Wyden  said  in  announcing  his  
hold.  

The  government  keep  some  secret  excessive  secrecy  can  erode  credibilit  hemust  s,  but  y  and  breed  excesses.  How  can  t  
government build  public  support  ert  operat  he  shadows?for  aggressive  count errorism  measures  if  it  es  primarily  in  t  

“T  no  this  problem,”  said Harvard law  professor  Jack  Goldsmit  he  George  W.here  is  perfect  solution  to  h,  who  served  in  t  
Bush  administration’s  Office  of Legal  Counsel,  part  of the  Justice  Department.  His  recent  book,  “Power  and  Constraint:  The  
Accountable  Presidency After  9/11 ,”  explores  the  tension  between  protecting  necessary  secret  elling  cit  heys  and  t  izens  wha  t  
should  know,  t  h  believes  is  classified  as  secretoo much ofwhich Goldsmit  .  

“Leaks  can  serve  a  really  important  role,”  he  told  me,  “in  helping  to  correct  government  malfeasance,  to  encourage  
governmen  to  be  careful  about what it does in secret and to preserve democratic processes.”  

The  2001  terrorist a  t  he  Pent  ally  reshaped  American  a  it  natacks  on  New  York  and  t  agon  fundament  udes  about  ional  
security.  With Congress’s approval,  the Bush administration  launched a  raordinary  count errorism  measures,  manyseries of  ext  ert  
of  which  have  continued  under  President Obama.  To  carry  out heir  mandat  elligence  agencies  creatt  ed  mission,  int  ed  an  
expensive,  sprawling  net  bureaucracies  and  privat  less  t  act ies  atwork  of  government  e  companies  engaged  in  count  op-secret  ivit  
hundreds  of locations  throughout  the  country.  The  CIA detained  and  coercively  interrogated  terrorism  suspects  in  “black  site”  
prisons  in  foreign  countries.  The  National  Securit  apped  and  monit  her  communicaty  Agency  wiret  ored  phone  calls  and  ot  ions  
wit  warrant  o  kill  t  leaders  in  several  count  elligence  hashout  s.  The  CIA  has  used  armed  drone  aircraf  t  errorist  ries.  And  U.S.  int  
mount  acks  on  Iran.ed  cybera  t  

Americans  know  much  of  this  because  of  news  media  reports,  pieced  t  her  t  act  h  multoget  hrough  cont s  wit  iple  government  
sources,  some  of  whom  were  worried  about t  y  and  account  y  of  t  act ies.  Edit  hehe  legalit  abilit  hese  covert  ivit  ors  joined  t  
discussions  before  deciding  wha  t  o  wit  imes,  ot  officials  were  int  oo  publish  and  wha  t  hhold.  Somet  her  government  erviewed  t  
establish  whether  publicat  ional  securition  could  harm  American  lives  or  nat  y.  

These  are  jus  t  s  of  cont s  t  he  pending  legislat  .  That  ake.  A  specific  casehe  sort  act ha  t  ion  would  rule  out  would  be  a  mist  
may  help  explain  why.  

In  2005,  Post  reporter  Dana  Priest  wrote  a  story  that  described  how  the  CIA  was  “hiding  and  interrogating”  terrorism  
suspects  in  “a  covert  prison  system  set  up  by  the  CIA  nearly four  years  ago  that  at  various  times  has  included  sites  in  eight  
countries,  including . . . several democracies in  Eastern Europe.” Priest reported  an ongoing debate within  the agency “about the  
legality,  morality  and  practicality”  of the  black-site  program.  Her  story  led  t he  closing  of  secreto  t  prisons  and  played  a  role  in  
subsequent congressional  and  judicial  act  hat  he  inhumane  t  ment  errogat  errorismions  t  exposed  and  curbed  t  reat  and  int  ion  of  t  
suspects.  

It was  t  ion  of  many  mont  ing  by  Priest  al  st  ionshe  culminat  hs  of  report  ,  including  earlier  increment  ories,  based  on  conversat  
wit  elligence  officials  and  ot  ails  of  ot  ert  s  wit  ern  Europeanh  int  her  sources.  She  also  discovered  det  her  count errorism  effort  h  East  
count  ing  CIA  black  sit  act  h  her  sources,  she  kept  ors  informed  about  concernsries  host  es.  Through  cont  wit  her  edit  government  
t  publicat  ain  informat  cause  damage  t  ional  securit  ered  on  whet  hehat  ion  of  cert  ion  might  o  nat  y.  Our  discussions  cent  her  t  
damage seemed real and whether it outweighed the public’s interest in learning those specific details.  

Post edit  o  meet  h  t  ors  of  nat  elligence  and  t  hen  lat  h  Bush  and  Viceors  agreed  t  wit he  direct  ional  int  he  CIA,  and  t  er  wit  
President Dick  Cheney,  t  en  t heir  concerns.  As  execut  or,  I  decided  t  he  secret  ory,  but  houto  list  o  t  ive  edit  o  publish  t  -prisons  st  wit  
t  he  East  ries because,  as the story stated,  “the disclosure might disrupt counterterrorism  effortshe  names  of  t  ern  European  count  
in those countries and elsewhere and could make them targets of terrorist retaliation.”  

Except for  t  ings  wit op  int  CIA  headquart  h  t  and  vice  president  hehe  meet  h  t  elligence  officials  at  ers,  and  wit he  president  in  t  
White House,  Priest’s conversations with government officials overmanymonths may not have occurred  under the restrictions in  
t  e  legislathe  pending  Senat  ion.  

The  mos  t  he  bill  would  prohibit  all  contact  with  the  news  media  orroubling  provision  in  t  “any  person  affiliated  with  the  
media”  by  any  intelligence  officials  other  than  an  agency’s  director,  deputy  director  or  “specifically  designated”  public  affairs  
officers  —  all  of  whom  are  polit  ees.  That  he  flow  of  int  ion  t  polit  eesical  appoint  could  limi  t  elligence  informat  o  what  ical  appoint  
decide  to  tell  reporters,  in  “authorized  leaks,”  for  political  purposes.  Reporters  could  be  cut  off from  more  knowledgeable  and  
impartial  career  analysts,  such  as  t  he  run-up  t he  Iraq  war,  t  s  about  rathose  who  disclosed,  in  t  o  t  heir  doubt  Bush  administ ion  
claims of Iraqi weapons ofmass dest  ion.ruct  
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This  prohibition  “would  make  everyday  reporting  about  everyday  intelligence  activities  practically  impossible,”  Jack  
Goldsmit old  me.  “It would promote opportunistic spinning by the executive branch, which is already a problem.”h t  

Another  provision  in  the  bill  would  pressure  t  ice  Depart  the  Just  men  o  be  more  aggressive  in  approving  subpoenas  of  
reporters  to  compel  t  o  cooperat  igat  he  1970s,  t  menthem  t  e  in  leak  invest  ions.  Since  t  he  depart  has  had  a  policy  of  approving  
subpoenas  of  reporters  in  federal  investigations  only  if  “all  reasonable  attempts”  have  been  made  to  obtain  the  information  
elsewhere and if t  orney general  signs off aft  iat  h t  ion.he  a  t  er  negot ions  wit he  news  organizat  

“Because  freedom  of the  press  can  be  no  broader than  the  freedom  of reporters  to  investigate  and  report the  news,”  the  
policy states,  “the prosecutorial power of the government should  not be used in  a way that it impairs a reporter’s responsibility to  
cover as broadly as possible controversial public issues.”  

The  Senate  Intelligence  Commi  t  ed  no  evidence  t  t  ional  securitee  cit  ha  his  policy  is  no  longer  workable,  even  in  nat  y  
invest  ions.  In  fact he  execut  legal  t  he  Obama  administ ion  has  usedigat  ,  t  ive  branch  already  has  abundant  ools,  which  t  rat  
aggressively,  to  investigat  ional  securite sources of nat  y leaks.  

One  of  those  tools,  t  elligence  Iden  it  ect  (IIPA),  was  recent  o  prosecuthe  Int  ies  Prot ion  Act  ly  used  t  e  a  former  CIA  
count errorism  operat  y  t  he  name  of  a  covert elligence  agen  t  erert  ive,  John  Kiriakou,  who  pleaded  guilt o  disclosing  t  int  o  a  report  
investigating  coercive  int  ions  of  t  s.  Earlier,  Kiriakou  gave  an  int  o  ABC  News  in  which  he  said  terrogat  errorism  suspect  erview  t  he  
int  ion  t  erboarding  is  t ure.errogat  echnique  called  wat  ort  

In  an  Oct  at  t  hen-Director  David  H.  Petraeus  made  clear the  message  sent by Kiriakou’s.  23  st emen  o  CIA  employees,  t  
conviction.  “This case  marks  an  import  victyielded  the first IIPA successful prosecution  in  27  years,  and  it  ant  ory  for  our  Agency,  
for our Intelligence Community,  and for our country,” Petraeus told them.  “Oaths do matter,  and there are indeed  consequences  
for  those  who  believe  they  are  above  t  hat  ect  elligence  agencies  the  laws  t  prot  our  fellow  officers  and  enable  American  int  o  
operate with the requisite degree of secrecy.”  

In  this  digital  age,  informat  U.S.  int  ivit  en  unreliable  sources  —ion  about  elligence  act ies  can  come  from  myriad,  oft  including  
Congress  itself.  Those  sources  aren’t  covered  by  the  Senate  legislation.  Without  access  to  knowledgeable  career  officials,  it  
would  be  much  more  difficult for  t  o  det  he  accuracy  of  informat  her  it  ion  or  broadcasthe  news  media  t  ermine  t  ion  or  whet  s  publicat  
could  t  ional  securitruly  harm  nat  y.  

Especially  in  t  is  import  o  maint  he  right  ween  account  y  andimes  of  war,  declared  or  undeclared,  it  an  t  ain  t  balance  bet  abilit  
national  security.  The  Senat  ion  could  t hate  legislat  ip  t  balance  dangerously.  

Leonard Downie Jr., vice president at large ofThe Washington Post, served as the newspaper’s executive editor from 1991  
to  2008.  He  also  is  a  professor at Arizona State University’s Walter Cronkite School of Journalism and Mass Communication.  

Ma  ls  Grilled About GI's Jarine Brig Officia  iling  
By  David  Dishneau  
Associated  Press,  December 6,  2012  
FORT  MEADE,  Md.  (AP)  — A  former  Marine  Corps.  brig  commander  t ified  Thursday  t  a  vague  rule  meant he  couldest  hat  

keep  Pfc.  Bradley  Manning  on  suicide  watch  even  after  a  psychiatrist  determined  that  wasn’t  necessary,  as  lawyers  for  the  
soldier at the center of the WikiLeaks case chipped away at inconsistencies in the military’s rationale for how it jailed Manning.  

Manning  has  argued  in  the  pretrial  hearing  t  he  condit  a  t  Quantha  t  ions of his confinement  he Marine base at  ico,  Va.,  were  
so  harsh  t  he  charges  agains  t  e  —  he  enemy  by  giving  classified  informat  o  WikiLeaks,ha  t  he  Army  privat  including  aiding  t  ion  t  
the  anti-secrecy  websit —e  should  be  dropped.  

Regardless  of  whether  the  argument imat  eam  have  managed  t  he  hearing  tult  ely  prevails,  Manning  and  his  legal  t  o  use  t  o  
portray the 24-year-old  as a vict  ors who went  of t  o punish him  even  t  o be tim  of capt  out  heir way t  hough he has ye  t  ried.  

On  t  h  day  of  a  pret  Fort  Officer  4  James  Averhart  ohe  eight  rial  hearing  for  Manning  at  Meade,  Chief  Warrant  was  called  t  
t  and  by  prosecut  t  h  wit  he  last  orney  David  Coombs  spent  five  hours  onhe  st  ors  —  heir 10t  ness  in  t  five  days.  Defense  a t  about  
cross-examination  aimed  at  undercutting  government  arguments  that  brig  commanders  believed  Manning’s  treatment  was  
just  o  preventified  t  self-injury.  

The  Marine  Corps’  chief of corrections  testified  Wednesday that  Averhart  wrongly kept  Manning  on  suicide  watch  for  at  
least seven  days  of his  nine  months’  confinement.  A  former  brig  supervisor  denied  making  light  of Manning’s  homosexuality  
when  he  referred  to  the  soldier’s  underwear as  “panties”  in  a staff memo  sparked  by Manning  standing  naked  at attention  one  
morning.  Manning  claims  he  was  ordered  to  do  so.  

The  defense  claims  his  confinement amount  o  illegal  pret  ,  and  t  all  charges  againsted  t  rial  punishment  hat  Manning  should  
be  dropped  or  he  should  at least  ext  at  encing.get  ra  credit sent  

Manning,  charged  with  providing  classified  information  t he  WikiLeaks  websit  Quanto  t  e,  was  held  at  ico  in  maximum  
cust  o April 2011 ,  when  he  was moved t  y confinement Fort  h,  Kansas.  Whileody from  July 2010 t  o medium-securit  at  Leavenwort  
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at Quant  her  suicide  wat  ion  st us,  bot  ional  securitico,  Manning  was  on  eit  ch  or  injury-prevent  at  h  involving  addit  y  measures.  
Averhart and  his successor rejected  psychiatrists’  nearly weekly recommendations to  ease  the  restrictions  that kept Manning  in  
an  8-by-6-foot cell  at least 23  hours  a  day.  

Coombs  and  Averhart sparred Thursday over the meaning  of the word  “shall” in  this military corrections regulation:  “When  
prisoners are no longer considered to be suicide risks by a medical officer, they shall be returned to appropriate quarters.”  

Coombs  asked  why  Averhart  didn’t act  ely  aft  he  psychiat  .  Averhart  he  regulatimmediat  er  receiving  t  ric  report  said  t  ion  
meant the prisoner should be removed from suicide watch “at a particular time to be determined.”  

“‘Shall’ does not mean,  the way I perceive it, ‘immediately’,  or ‘right now’,” he said.  
Coombs tried to pin him down: “Does that have a time limitation?”  
Averhart said  t  ion  allowed  him  t  he  rest ions  should  be  eased.he  regulat  o  decide  when  t  rict  
“Although  the  order is  vague  — it does  say  ‘shall,’  it does  not  say  ‘right  now’  or  ‘immediately,’  sir  —  it ill  gives  me  tst  he  

opportunity to evaluate,” he said.  
Averhart  said  he  didn’t  act immediately partly because  of Manning’s  history  of anxiety,  depression  and  suicidal  gestures,  

including  kno  t  int  before  he  was  moved  t  ico.  At  ico,  Manning  wasing  a  bedsheet o  a  noose  in  his  cell  in  Kuwait  o  Quant  Quant  
uncommunicative  —  her  suicide  risk  indicat  estanot  or,  Averhar  t ified.  

The  Marine  Corps  chief  of  corrections,  Chief  Warrant Officer  5  Abel  Galaviz,  t ified  Wednesday  t  Averhart  ed  test  hat  violat  he  
regulation  twice  —  2010 for five days and  once  in  January 2011  for t  aft  ristonce  in  August  wo  days  —  er  psychiat s  recommended  
that Manning’s handling instructions be relaxed from “suicide risk” to “prevention of injury.”  

Prisoners  on  suicide  risk  are  allowed  li  tle  if  any  clothing  at night and  denied  even  basic  overnight amenities,  including  toilet  
paper and  soap.  Manning had t  hose ito ask a guard for t  ems.  

Averhart also  t ified  on  cross-examination  that he  “misarticulated”  a  written  instruction  to  a  senior  brig  staff member inest  
lat  ing  t  Manning  remain  in  maximum  cust  ion  st us  unt he  conclusion  ofe December 2010,  direct  hat  ody  and  on  injury-prevent  at  il  t  
his  so-called  “sanity  board.”  A  sanity  board  is  a  routine  military  pretrial  proceeding  to  assess  a  defendant’s  mental  health.  
Manning’s sanity board issued its final report April 22, 2011 , two days after he was moved to Fort Leavenworth.  

Averhart  said  the  directive  wasn’t  an  order,  but  Galaviz  testified  Wednesday  that  it  sounded  like  one.  Galaviz  said  the  
direct  he  brig  st  hat  recommendat  oive  could  have  prejudiced  t  aff  members  on  an  in-house  board  t  made  confinement  ions  t  
Averhart.  

Averhart testified  that when  he wrote  the memo,  he thought Manning’s sanity board  would  convene  within  weeks.  He  said  
he meant to convey that Manning’s status would be reviewed after the hearing.  

“I misarticulated what that statement should have said,” Averhart said. “If I  could go back in time and change it, I would.”  
Averhar  t ified  t  he  put  ch  Jan.  18,  2011 ,  aft  he  head  during  aest  hat  Manning  on  suicide  wat  er  Manning  punched  himself  in  t  

heated  discussion  about  his  restrictions.  Averhart  had  gone  to  Manning’s  cell  after  hearing  the  soldier  had  suffered  what  the  
defense  has  charact  y  a  terized  as  an  anxiet  ack.  

“All I  wanted  to ensure  was that this young  man  did  not hurt himself,” Averhart said.  “I  saw the look in  detainee Manning’s  
face. I saw him strike himself in the manner that I did and I wanted to review him.”  

The  government must  hat  ifiably  believed  t  rict  ions  wereprove  by  a  preponderance  of  evidence  t  brig  officials  just  he  st  condit  
needed t  ing  or killing himself.  The hearing is scheduled t  hrough Dec.  12.o  keep  Manning  from  hurt  o  run  t  

Manning,  a  24-year-old  nat  ,  Okla.,  is  charged  wit  he  enemy,  which  carries  aive  of  Crescent  h  22  offenses,  including  aiding  t  
maximum  penalty  of life  in  prison.  He’s  accused  of leaking  hundreds  of thousands  of classified  Iraq  and  Afghanistan  war logs  
and  more  t  ic  cables  while  working  ashan  250,000  diplomat  an  intelligence  analyst  in  Baghdad  in  2009  and  2010.  He’s  also  
charged  with leaking  a 2007  video  clip  of a  U.S.  helicopter  crew  gunning down  11  men  lat  o have  included  a Reuter  found  t  ers  
news  phot  agon  concluded  t  roops  act  ely,  having  mist  he  cameraographer  and  his  driver.  The  Pent  he  t  ed  appropriat  aken  t  
equipment for  weapons.  

Copyright 2012  Associat  s  reserved.  This  mat  be  published,  broadcast  en,  ored  Press.  All  right  erial  may  not  ,  rewri  t  
redist  ed.ribut  

Border Pa  ckstrol,  Airport Security Might See Budget Cutba  
By  Franco  Ordonez  
McClatchy,  December 7,  2012  
The  U.S.  border  might become  harder  t  ect  o  aver  t  t  heo  prot  should  lawmakers  fail  t  he  so-called  fiscal  cliff  a  he  end  of  t  

year.  
Among  the  many  agencies  that  ed  by  t  omat  s  scheduled  for  early  January  are  twould  be  affect  he  aut  ic  spending  cut  hose  

that guard  t  h  Mexico  and  Canada,  inspect  s  of  ent  or  airport  y.  Officials  and  policy  analysthe  borders  wit  port  ry  and  monit  securit  s  
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have  warned  t  drug  smugglers  and  human  t  be  able  t  a  weaker  border  as  pat  s  would  be  firedhat  raffickers  might  o  exploit  rol  agent  
by  the  thousands  and  t  he  border  fence  would  be  cutens ofmillions of dollars for t  .  

The  $1 .2  t  ions  also  would  mean  fewer  cust  s  t  e  X-ray  machines  and  fewerrillion  in  spending  reduct  oms  agent o  operat  
security guards at airport  o longerwait  checkpoint  o a congressional analysis of t  ive cuts,  leading  t  s  at  s,  according  t  he  prospect  s.  

T  ure  being  painthat’s  only part  of the  pict  ed  by  federal  officials,  lawmakers  and  policy  wonks  if  Congress  and  President  
Barack Obama can’t reach  a compromise in  the next four weeks on  the  appropriate amount of tax increases and  spending  cuts  
to  reduce  federal  budget deficits.  

Ot  hat  ions  of  any  size  would  be  palt  h  t  ed  growt hat  oms  andhers  argue  t  reduct  ry  compared  wit he  unprecedent  h  t  Cust  
Border  Protection  has  experienced  over  t  wo  decades.  Congressional  appropriat  he  border  pathe  pas  t  ions  for  t  rol  have  increased  
750 percent since 1989,  according  t he Congressional  Research  Service,  a public-policy research  arm  forCongress.o t  

Meanwhile,  Immigrat  oms  Enforcement  ing  nearly  400,000  people  a  year  and  t  he  illegalion  and  Cust  is  deport  he  size  of  t  
immigrant populat  eh,  t  ion  policy  analyst  tion  has  remained  roughly  unchanged  since  2006,  said  Alex  Nowrast  he  immigrat  a  he  
Cat  ut  arian  research  cent  on.o  Ins  it e,  a  libert  er  in  Washingt  

“The  notion  that  a small  cut in  the  budgets  of ICE  or CBP  will  result in  a  flood  of unauthorized  immigration  is  ludicrous,”  
Nowrasteh  said.  

Depart  of  Homeland  Securit  ary  Janet  ano  t  ors  in  March  t  failing  t  -ment  y  Secret  Napolit  old  senat  hat  o  agree  on  a  deficit  
reduction  plan  would  require  more  than  $3 billion  in  budget cuts  that would  “entail  rolling  back significant progress”  in  securing  
the  border.  

“T  customs  operations  at our land ports  of entry or ICE’s enforcementhis  cut would  equate  to,  say,  all  of CBP’s  trade  and  
and removal operations in their entirety or nearly half of our nation’s critical disaster-relief  funding,” she told the senators.  

The  Whit  and  Budget  ails  about how  such  reductions  would  be  made,e  House  Office  of  Management  has  released  few  det  
bu  it issued  a  report  ember  t  ident  he  cut o  key  agencies.in  Sept  hat  ified  some  of  t  s  t  

Cust  ect  ion  of  $955  million,  including  at  $823  million  in  border  prot ionoms  and  Border  Prot ion  would  see  a  reduct  least  ect  
enforcement,  according  to  t  y  fencing,  infrast  ure  and  the  OMB.  Border  securit  ruct  echnology  would  lose  $33  million.  

Immigration  and  Customs  Enforcement  of  $478  million.  The  Transport ion  Securit  ratwould  see  a  cut  at  y  Administ ion  would  
lose  more  than  $640  million.  

“One of the things that bothers me is all these containers that are coming in,” said Scott Lilly,  a senior fellow at the Center  
for  American  Progress,  a  liberal  research  center  in  Washington,  who  formerly  served  as  st  or  of  taff  direct  he  House  of  
Represent ives  Appropriat  ee.  He  was  referring  t he  cont  ransport  ract  railers  and  ships.at  ions  Commi  t  o  t  ainers  of  goods  t  ed  by  t  or-t  
“Are  we  have  the  level  o  keep  t  uff  out  ive  matgoing  to  same  of  screening  t  he  bad  st  ,  including  radioact  erials  and  chemical  and  
biological weapons and everything else that we’ve gotten better and better at finding at border stations?”  

A  recent report  he  ranking  Democrat  he  House  Appropriat  ee,  Rep.  Norm  Dicks,  D-Wash.,by  t  ic  member  of  t  ions  Commi  t  
took  a  closer  look  at how  such  reduct  be  implementions  might  ed.  

The  Department of  Homeland  Securit  have  t  an  est  ed  24,500  jobs,  according  t he  reporty  might  o  cut  imat  o  t  .  The  Border  
Pat  lose  3,400  agents.  Another 3,400  atrol  might  customs  officer jobs  might be  eliminated,  “significantly increasing  wait times”  
port  ry.  More  t  ion  and  Cust  special  agent  lose  t  cuts  of  ent  han  930  Immigrat  oms  Enforcement  s  might  heir  jobs.  The  TSA  might  
7,240  security  officers.  

“Clearly,  any  t  ful,  deliberat  will  be  an  improvement  he  mechanical  and  indiscriminat  ure  ofhought  e  agreement  over  t  e  nat  
sequestration cuts,” Dicks wrote in his report.  

The  TSA  already  has  been  developing  cont  o  chief  John  Pist  a  briefing  Nov.  13ingency  plans,  according  t  ole.  He  said  at  
that the agencywould make cuts in other areas in order to protect “front-line operations.”  

“T  y  operat  o  keep  t  of  people  and  goodshe  bottom  line  is  to  keep  the  front-line  securit  ions  in  full  force,  t  he  movement  
moving smoothly,” he  said,  according  t  ranscripto a t  .  

A  Border  Pat  was  killed  and  anot  ing  in  Oct  rol  st ion  in  Naco,rol  agent  her  was  wounded  in  a  shoot  ober  near  a  Border  Pat  at  
Ariz.  Janice  Kephart,  a  former  counsel  to  t  her  deplet  lead  the  9/11  Commission,  said  a  furt  ion  of  resources  might  o  more  dead  
agents.  

“We’re seeing  exquisite examples of Border Patrol  agents –  only  t  iveness,  bu  t  y  –not  heir  effect  heir  safet  being  hampered  
by policy,” said Kephart, who’s the director of national security policy at the Center for Immigration St  s onudies,  which  favors  limit  
immigration.  

“You  see  a reduction  in  the  number  of  agents,”  she  said.  “T  on  their  pay,  on  workinghey’ve  already  been  held  at  bay  
overt  remely  bad  in  Border  Pat  hen  you  see  t  who  is  going  t  oime.  The  morale  is  ext  rol  anyway.  And  t  hem  worried  about  o  have  t  
go.”  
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Metro: Obama 2013 Ina  tion  Projected To Be 50 Percent Smaugura  ller  
By  Byron  Tau  
Politico,  December 7,  2012  
Washington  D.C.’s public transit system  is  moving  forward  with plans  for a  January inauguration  with  about 50 percent of  

the ridership ofPresident Obama’s historic 2009 swearing-in  ceremony.  
According  t  released  Thursday  t he  board  of  direct  he  Washingt  ropolit  Aut  yo  a  report  o  t  ors  of  t  on  Met  an  Area  Transit  horit  

(WMATA),  the agency expects between  500,000  and 800,000  attendees to use  the rail  and bus system  on  the  day of Obama’s  
swearing-in  for  his  second  t  made  t  ial  ridership  project  ober  and  warns  t  hey  areerm.  The  agency  first  hose  init  ions  in  Oct  —  ha  t  
weat  emperat  .her  and  t  ure-dependent  

T  ering 1 .5 million  riders t  o downt  on  D.C.  inhat’s down  significantly from the record-sha  t  he  agency  carried  int  own  Washingt  
2009.  The  District of Columbia  est  ed  t 1 .8  million  people  a t  he  2009  swearing-in  —  hat  of timat  hat  ended  t  meaning  t  most  hem  
rode  public  t  o  t  ional  Mall.ransi  t he  Nat  

The  agency  announced  plans  Thursday  to  run  a  similar  service  pa tern  in  2013  —  ing  hundreds  of  texpect  housand  of  
visit  rains  and  buses.ors  and  packed  t  

“Metro  is  planning  the  same  level  of transit  service  it  provided  during  the  2009  Inauguration,  although  attendance  is  not  
expected to reach the historic levels of four years ago,” the report says.  

WMATA expect o st service  at  ion  day,  before t  ime.  The agency alsos  t  art  4  AM  on  inaugurat  heir  normal  weekday  opening  t  
expects  to  cont  ing  t  il  2  AM  t  day  —  er  t  heir  normal  Monday  closing  tinue  operat  rains  unt  he  next  much  lat  han  t  ime.  The  agency  
plans  t  raighto run  on a peak rush-hour service schedule for 17 st  hours.  

The  agency has  also  ordered  more  t  ha  t  he  special price  of $15han  100,000  special  Obama  fare-cards  t  hey  will  sell  for  t  
each.  WMATA  has  also  launched  a  special  Twi  t  @Met  o  communicat  es  abou  he  swearing-iner  account  roInaug  t  e  updat  t  
ceremony.  

Metro Will Ta  ugurag Ina  tion  Tourists  
By  Emily  Cahn  
Roll Call,  December 7,  2012  
If  t  ion  is  anyt  he  last  ed  —  ably  lost  t  s  will  descend  uponhe  upcoming  inaugurat  hing  like  t  ,  a  mass  of  excit  and  inevit  —  ourist  

t  ricthe  Dist .  
But don’t fret.  T  ransit Authority has  idea  to  keep  those  pesky lost travelers  at bayhe  Washington  Metropolitan  Area  T  an  

and  make  travel  on  Inauguration  Day  easier:  t  ouristagging  t  s.  
Metrorail  riders  will receive wristbands,  similar to those you receive when you’re admitted to the hospital or pay the cover at  

a night  o remind  riders of t  at  hey originat  .club,  t  he  st ion  t  ed  at  
The  wristband  reminder  is  an  effor  to  prevent  riders  from  slowing  down  t  ravel  on  Inauguratlost  he flow of t  ion  Day.  
According  to  Metro  spokesman  Dan  St  he  idea  was  sparked  by  t  ourist  tessel,  t  he  large  number  of  confused  t  s  a  he  2009  

inaugurat  raveled  by  t  o  t  aken  t  ro  t he  Nat  hen  forgot where  they  cameion  who  had  t  our  bus  t he  area,  t  he  Met  o  t  ional  Mall  and  t  
from  after  the  fest ies  were  over  and  it  ime  tivit  was  t  o  head  home.  Doh!  

The  idea  was  announced  at a  WMATA  board  of  direct  ing  Thursday,  at  also  report  hators  meet  which  it  ed  t  100,000  
commemorat  h  Presidentive  farecards  emblazoned  wit  BarackObama’s likeness will be available for the low, low price of $15.  

Security Pla  ller Ina  tionns Developing For Sma  ugura  
By  Tom  Howell  Jr.,  The  Washington  Times  
Washington  Times,  December 7,  2012  
President Obama’s  second  inauguration  is  expected  to  draw less  than  half the  number of visitors  who  descended  on  the  

Mall  for  his  hist  h-t  he  t  y  official  said  Thursday.oric  oat aking  in  2009,  t  op  D.C.  securit  
While predicting  crowds for Inauguration  Day is “imprecise,” the city is planning for 600,000 to 800,000  visitors at the high-

profile  event on  Jan.  21  —well  shy of the roughly 1 .8 million who attended Mr. Obama’s welcome to the White House in January  
2009,  said Chris T.  Geldart, director of t  y and EmergencyManagementhe  D.C.  Homeland  Securit  Agency.  

Mr.  Geldart laid  ou  t  ee  t  local  and  federal  officials  are  working  t  her  the  figures  in  assuring  a  D.C.  Council  commi  t  hat  oget  o  
iron  out logist  y st egies ahead  of tics  and  securit  rat  he  big  day.  

“T  a  to  this  point,” Mr.  Geldart said  after the  hearing,  with the caveat therehere’s  not  specific threat that’s been  articulated  
are “always folks that want to do harm.”  
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Mr.  Obama  will  be  sworn  in  at a  privat  he  appoint  e  of  Jan.  20,  which  te  ceremony  on  t  ed  dat  his  year  falls  on  a  Sunday.  His  
public swearing  a  t  h President  ion  will  occur at  he  next  he  Capit ohe  57t  ial  Inaugurat  noon  t  day,  before  a  2  p.m.  parade  from  t  ol  t  
t  e  House.he  Whit  

While  officials  of  all  stripes  have  gathered  steering  committees to plan  for the event,  this year’s rendition  is not expected to  
draw  t  o-shoulder hordes that turned out four years ago to see the nation’s first black president place his hand  thehe  shoulder-t  on  
Bible  and  raise  his  right hand.  Based  on  early  hot  ions  and  ot  appears  t  ion  a  tel  reservat  her  signals,  it  he  bulk  of  inaugurat  endees  
will come in  from  neighboring Maryland  and Virginia inst  s of t  ry,  according t  .ead  of far-flung part  he count  o Mr.  Geldart  

Officials  have  been  coordinating  their  plans  for  mont  he  const  ion  of  reviewing  st  he  Whiths,  and  t  ruct  ands  a  t  e  House  and  in  
front of city  hall  began  in  mid-November.  

“There  wasn’t  anything  particularly  dramatic  here  and  that’s  exactly  the  way  it  should  be,”  D.C.  Council  Chairman  Phil  
Mendelson,  a  hey’re  doing  their planning  and  they’re  foreseeing  all kinds of possible  thingsDemocrat,  said  after the  hearing.  “T  
t  could go wrong.”hat  

Every  four  years,  t  ion  is  a  t  ly  orchest ed  event  y  and  federal  securit  hanhe  inaugurat  ight  rat  for  cit  y  agencies  alike.  More  t  
3,000  law  enforcement officers,  including  about  in  from  ot  ies  and  st es,  are  expect  o  be  on  hand  t2,000  brought  her  cit  at  ed  t  o  
secure the event, according to Mr. Geldart’s preliminary figures.  

“It’s a partnership,” Mr.  Geldart said,  referring  to the dual hierarchy of command.  “From  the federal perspective,  the Secret  
Service  is  in  charge.  From  the  District  ive,  tperspect  he  chief of police is in charge of security.”  

Leaning  on  lessons  from  2009,  Mr.  Geldart said  he  does  not  any  pedest  o  walk  t  he  Third  St  Tunnelwant  rians  t  hrough  t  reet  
t  o  t  her  side  of  t  uat  hat  icket  oo  ge  t he  ot  he  crowded  Mall,  an  unsafe  sit ion  t  also  caused  some  t  holders  holding  purple  passes  t  
miss many of t  ivithe  fest ies.  

“Suffice it to say, I made the request to the Secret Service to disband the color purple altogether for tickets,” he said.  
Mr.  Geldart also  said  he  would  like  t  he  Mall  so  out  owners  can  find  to  see  more  signs  around  t  -of-t  heir  way  around.  
Met  s  rail  service  at  2  a.m.,  including  rush-hour  service  unt  peak  fares.  Thero  will  open  it  4  a.m.  and  close  at  il  9  p.m.  at  

Smit  at  t  of  t  Service  because  bot  es  arehsonian  and  Archives-Navy  Memorial  st ions  will  be  closed  a  he  request  he  Secret  h  sit  
close to the event’s secure staging area and parade route.  

Mr.  Mendelson  said  Metro  should  find  a  way  to  keep  mot  s  moving  along  at  side  itorist  parking  garages  out  s  suburban  
st ions.  Las  t  s  were  processed  a  t  e.at  ime  around,  cars  backed  up  as  payment  he  gat  

On  a  light  e,  Met  ion  Day  keepsake  —  ive  SmarTrip  card  t  is  loadeder not  ro  is  offering  an  Inaugurat  a $15  commemorat  hat  
wit  ed  rail t  ures Mr.  Obama smiling in front of the American  flag.h  a  one-day  pass  for  unlimit  ravel  and  feat  

D.C.  Prepping For Crowd Of800k At Ina  tionugura  
Washington  Examiner,  December 7,  2012  
The District’s homeland  security director  said  Thursday  t  emergency  planners  expect  o  800,000  people  — many  ofhat  up t  

t  to  attend President Obama’s  January inauguration  ceremony,  crowd less  than  half the  size  of that  at his  firsthem  locals  — a  
swearing  in  four  years  ago.  

“I  can  tell  you  that  as  we’re  looking  at  hotel  reservations  and  things  like  that  ...  we’re  seeing  more  local  folks,”  said  
Christ  ,  direct  he  D.C.  Homeland  Securit  Agency.opherGeldart  or of t  y and EmergencyManagement  

Alt  he  Secret  y  for  t  ion,  Dist  officials  have  st  han  40  formalhough  t  Service  will  oversee  securit  he  inaugurat  rict  aged  more  t  
meetings in recent months to coordinate the city’s plans.  

Earlier this week,  the District held  a “tabletop exercise” to  go through its plans,  and  at least four more drills and  rehearsals  
are scheduled  ahead  of t  ion  ceremony.he  Jan.  21  public  inaugurat  

Alt  ion  Day  t  ionally  falls  on  Jan.  20,  t  ivit  hat  e  in  2013  fallshough  Inaugurat  radit  he  public  fest ies  were  delayed  because  t  dat  
on  a  Sunday.  Obama  will  t  he  oat  e  ceremony  on  Jan.  20,  however,  to  comply  with  the  Constitution’sake  t  h in  a privat  
requirements.  

Geldart said  ot  s  include  a  Nat  he  parade  alongher  inaugural  event  ional  Day  of  Service,  which  is  planned  for  Jan.  19,  t  
Cons  it ion  and  Pennsylvania  avenues  and  up  tut  o  five  official  inaugural  balls.  

About 2,000  police  officers  from  beyond  Washingt  o  provide  securit  said,  and  ton  will  help  t  y,  Geldart  he  federal  government  
will  help  to  reimburse  those  out  at  ment-of-st e  depart  s.  

Obama  included  $25  million  in  his  budget  for  the  District’s  security  costs,  but  local  officials  have  said  for  mont  heyhs  t  
ant  e asking formore.  In 2009,  t  y spent $49 million,  including $15 million  in  overtime forD.C.  police officers.icipat  he  cit  

The  Dist  is  also  seeking  t  s  2009  performance,  including  a  not  housands  ofrict  o  improve  on  it  orious  episode  in  which  t  
revelers  missed  t  hey  were  st  he  Third  St  Tunnel.he  ceremony  because  t  uck  in  t  reet  
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“It  was  an  unsafe  area.  It got backed  up  because  of [metal  detector]  and  overcrowding  issues,”  Geldart  said.  “But  we’ve  
dealt with that.”  

Geldart said  t  rict  s  signage  t  ors  navigat he  downt  hehe  Dist  also  has  improved  it  o  help  visit  e  t  own  area,  especially  near  t  
parade  route.  

Vendors  also  are  hoping  for  fewer  headaches  this  time  aft  o  abandon  ter  dozens  of  licensed  vendors  were  forced  t  heir  
usual  locations  on  Inauguration  Day  — and  aft  y of unlicensed  merchant  o fill ter  plent  s  moved  t  he  void.  

“It  was  just  done,  and  it  wasn’t  explained  to  us  as  heodore  Walker  told  lawmakers.  “Weto  the  reason  why,”  vendor  T  
shouldn’t be told to go home so others can come in and turn the whole city into a flea market.”  

Examiner  St  er  Kyt  ribut  ing.affWrit  ja Weir cont  ed  report  
ablinder@washingtonexaminer.com  

Hea  p:  Terrorism  Around The World (the U.S.  Is Among The Leat Ma  st Affected)  
By  Max  Fisher  

on  PostWashingt  , December 6,  2012  
Click  t  uto  enlarge.  (Ins  it e  for  Economics  and  Peace)  
The  Ins  itute  for  Economics  and  Peace  has  released  it  he  impacts  annual  Global  Terrorism  Index,  which  gauges  t  of  

t  he  world  in  2011 .  The  findings  are  mapped  above,  wit  ries  more  affect  errorism  and  greenerrorism  around  t  h  redder  count  ed  by  t  
count  he  leas  tries  t  ouched.  

Here  are  five  immediat akeaways:e t  
1 .  Iraq  is  st  ,  but  h  Asia  is  overall  t  t  op-ranked  count  he  frequency  andill  first  Sout  he  mos  errorized  region.  The  t  ries  by  t  

severity of terrorist acks  are  Iraq,  which has  st  recovered from  t errorism  t exploded  t  er ta  t  ill  not  he  t  hat  here  aft  he  U.S.-led  2003  
invasion,  Pakistan,  Afghanistan  and  India.  East  Asia’s  worst-affected  country  is  Thailand,  Europe’s  is  Russia,  and  Africa’s  is  
Somalia  followed  by  Nigeria.  

2. Terrorism is leveling off globally,  but it’s still high.  The further back  in  t  he  worse  it  wo  chartime  you  go,  t  looks.  Here  are  t  s  
showing  the  trend,  both  emphasizing Iraq’s  enormous  he  first,  from  the  Global  Tshare.  T  errorism  Index  study,  shows  the  how  
high  this  “new  normal”  has  become  since  2007.  T  emic  Peace,  chart  yhe  second,  from  the  Center  for  Syst  s  only  high-casualt  
terrorist bombings.  T  a more  limiting  metric,  though  one  that tells  a more  pointed  story:  a  s,hat’s  global  decline  in  such  incident  
which  perhaps  augurs  a  larger  t  errorism.rend  in  t  

(Global  Terrorism  Index)  
(Cent  emic  Peace)er  for  Syst  
3.  Yes,  t  ly  by  religious  groups.  The  st  ified  which  groups  were  responsible  for  whicherrorism  is  predominant  udy  ident  

attacks,  and  then  divided  those  groups  by ideology:  religious,  political  or  nationalist/separatist.  That’s  never  a  perfect division,  
and  some  of  the  nastiest  end  t  hree  ideologies,  hence  widening  t  base.  Stgroups  t  o  encompass  all  t  heir  appeal  and  support  ill,  
however rough  a metric,  it’s  interesting  to  see  both  the  long  predominance  of religious  groups  and  the  apparent rise  of  political  
groups.  

(Ins it e for Economics and  Peace)ut  
3.  T  was  he study found that North America was the region  least likely toerrorism’s greatest decline  in  the United States.  T  

suffer from  terrorism  from  2002  to 2011 .  For all  t hreat  he  U.S.,  it  errorism  deathe  t  s  made  agains  t  suffered  only  23  t  hs  on  U.S.  
soil  in  t  hree  most  perpet ors:  t  h  Liberat  ,  Animal  Liberat  and  ant  ionhose 10 years.  The t  frequent  rat  he Eart  ion  Front  ion  Front  i-abort  
activists.  The  scariest  al-Qaeda  and  affiliat  he  Taliban  and  affiliat  he  KKK  and  affiliat  made  up  less  tgroups  –  es,  t  es,  t  es  –  han  3  
percent of  a  t  he  past  h  t  y,  t  udy  on  t  found  t  he  greatacks  in  t  decade.  Even  wit his  high  bar  on  safet he  st  errorism  impact  ha  t  est  
improvement in any count  o 2011  was in  try from  2010 t  he U.S.  

4.  Much  of Africa  is quite  safe from  terrorism.  This is a point you’ll  see  me repeat,  but sub-Saharan  Africa  is  often  unfairly  
perceived  as synonymous with its conflict spots.  Those conflicts are serious and  not few:  Somalia’s fighting has raged for years,  
Nigeria’s  Christian-Muslim  violence  may  be  worsening,  and  neit  wideher  Mali  nor  Congo  show  many  signs  of  improving.  But  
st ches of t  inent  icularly in  it  and  sout  ively well.ret  he  cont  ,  part  s  west  h,  are  doing  relat  

5.  Conflicts  do  end  and  violence  isn’t  forever.  This  might  seem  obvious,  but  it’s  worth  pointing  out  that  some  of  the  
countries  that  he  worst  frequen  t  a  tsuffered from  t  and  most  errorist acks  only a  few decades  ago  are  now much  more  peaceful.  
This  is  especially  true  in  such  Central  American  count  asries  Nicaragua,  El Salvador  and Guatemala.  It’s  easy to  believe  that  
some  places  are  just nat  han  ot  part  he  Middle  Easturally  more  violen  t  hers  –  icularly  given  how  long  violence  has  marked  t  and  in  
Sout  but there’s nothing  about these conflicts,  any more than  those of the 1960s and  ’70s,  that makes them  necessarilyh  Asia  –  
permanent.  
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CRIMINAL LAW:  

Businessma "Felt The Threa  trick,  Bobby Fergusonn  t"  From  Kilpa  
By  Heat  allo

roit  
her  Cat  

WXYZ-TVDet ,  December 7,  2012  
(WXYZ)  —  businessman  Tony  Soave  was  on  t  ness  st  he  KilpatProminent  he  wit  and  once  again  Wednesday  in  t  rick  

corrupt  uck  t  ory  t  he  former  mayor  t  o  hire  Bobby  Ferguson.ion  case,  and  he  st  o  his  st  –  ha  t  old him  he had t  
Defense  lawyers  quest  he  head  of  t  erprises  –  i-billion  dollar  company  could  feel  int  edioned  how  t  he  Soave  Ent  a  mult  —  imat  

by  eit  rick  or  Ferguson.her  Kwame  Kilpat  
On  Wednesday,  Soave  t  he  jury  in  t  rick  Corrupt  hat  on  the  wrong  side  ofold  t  he  Kilpat  ion  Case  t  he  didn’t  want  to  get  

Detroit’s  former  mayor  –  han  $389,000  in  privat  flight  ay  forwhich  is  why  he  gave  him  more  t  e  jet  s,  paid  for  an  expensive  st  
Kilpatrick’s family at the Ritz-Carlt  ook  him  on  shopping  t  y.on  in  Naples,  FL,  and  t  rips  in  New  York  Cit  

Kilpatrick,  his  father  Bernard  Kilpat  rial,  accused  of  running  a  criminal  entrick  and  his  friend  Ferguson  are  on  t  erprise  
t  ort  eering.hrough  ext ion  and  racket  

Soave  says  when  Kilpat  t  wit he  mayor  because  he  had  been  t  rick  wasrick  firs  ook  office  in  2002,  he  met  h  t  old  Kilpat  
holding  up  a  $50  million  dollar  sewer-lining  cont  .  Soave  said  Kilpat  old  him  he  had  t  ract  he  deal  –ract  rick  t  he  wrong  subcont  or  on  t  
and  when  Soave  asked  who  t  one  was,  Kilpat  old  him:  Bobby  Ferguson.he  right  rick  t  

“The  documents show and  the  facts  show the  contract was  hat’s  already been  testifiednever held  up.  T  to  by a  couple  of  
other  witnesses,”  said  Ferguson  attorney  Mike  Rataj.  Rataj  did  get  Soave  to  admit  that  he  had  no  personal  knowledge  of  
Kilpatrick  doing  anything  t  racto  delay  his  cont  .  

But Soave  st  he  t  he  jury  Wednesday  —  hat er he  brought  o t  er depart  deal  atood  by  what  old  t  t  aft  Ferguson  int he  wat  ment  
the mayor’s request, Soave’s employees felt threatened when Ferguson flaunted his friendship with the mayor.  

“I don’t think Mr. Soave is intimidated by anybody. And I think he admitted that,” said Rataj.  
“He was pretty adamant though,  that Kwame Kilpatrick said he needed Bobby Ferguson.  What’s your reaction  to that? He  

said that over and over again on  ion  News  Invest  or  Heat  allo.the stand today,” asked 7 Act  igat  her  Cat  
“Curiously he couldn’t remember much  else other than  that,  right? And the fact is,  it was never posed  as a way if you  don’t  

do this, you’re not going to get any work,  and we know for a fact they got tons ofwork,” said  Rataj.  
“T  an  individual in  the  former  mayor’s  position  is  never going  to  be  so  direct  and  sohe  government’s  perspective  is  that  

blunt as to  say,  unless you  pay me  ‘x,’  you’re  not going  to  get ‘y.’  But that message can  be communicated in  more  subtle ways  
and  certainly that’s  the  government’s  view that the  message  was  to  Tcommunicated  ony Soave,” said Channel 7 Legal Analyst  
Tom  Cranmer.  

Soave  also  testified  today that  even  though  he  thinks  it’s  important  to  be  friends  with  the  mayor  in  whatever  city you’re  
doing business with, formerDetroit Mayor Dennis Archer didn’t ask for private plane rides or fancy hotel stays.  

Soave  also  had  t  room  laughing  during  his  dynamic  t imony  Thursday.he  jury  and  court  est  
While defense attorneys tried to portray the CEO as a tough guy who can’t be intimidated by politicians – Soave  described  

himself instead as “loveable.”  
And it appeared t  his government  ness.he  jury  was  loving  t  wit  
When  Kilpatrick defense  lawyer Harold Gurewitz questioned  why Soave wasn’t remembering  all the details of the meeting  

he  had  with  the  former  mayor  about  he  sewer-lining  cont  –Ferguson  and  t  ract Soave  quipped,  
“Well I don’t have dementia,  if that’s what your saying.”  
The  entire  courtroom  erupt  h  laught –  he  jurors.  Earlier  t  eams  quested  wit  er  including  t  his  week,  defense  t  ioned  former  Cobo  

Center  contract  ensively  about  er  Kado  had  confided  t  s  he  t  he  had  dementor  Karl  Kado  ext  his  memory,  aft  o  FBI  agent  hought  ia.  
When  Rat  ed  t  i-billion  dollar business  empire  isn’t  easily pushed  around  by  anyone  –  Soaveaj  suggest  he  head  of  a  mult  

most  h  him  –ly  agreed  wit  with the exception of his grandkids…  and Mr. Rataj.  
“I wouldn’t say that. I don’t thinkMr. Soave can get rattled,  do you,” said Rataj.  
A  times  the  judge  had  t  aj  –  ried  t  ion  Soave  about  he  knew  abou  t  racto  scold  Rat  as  he  t  o  quest  what  he  cont  ing  process  in  

Det .roit  
“We’re not trying to entertain.  We’re trying to get the truth. But Mr. Soave is a colorful individual, and he’s got his way about  

him, and I got myway about me, and so we had a little fun up there together,” said Rataj.  
“No  matter what side you’re  on,  either the prosecution  or the defense,  when  you’re putting  up a witness that you  want the  

jury  to  believe  – you want the jury to like that person.  Because chances are,  if they like the person,  it’s more likely they’re actually  
going to believe their testimony,” said Cranmer.  
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Defense  lawyers  will  continue  cross-examining  Soave  on  Friday.  

Kwa  trick Ca  use OfLa  ymentme Kilpa  n't Fly Home This Weekend Beca  te Pa  
By  Robert Snell  
Det  News,  December 6,  2012roit  
Det  —  Kilpatrick’s  parole  agent won’t let the  former Detroit mayor fly home  and  see  his family this weekend inroit  Kwame  

Texas  because  he  failed  t  ut  ime.o  pay  his  $500  res  it ion  on  t  
That’s according  to  state  prison  records  obtained by T  on  hursday,  two  days  aft  he  mayor  apparenthe  Detroit News  T  er t  ly  

violat  erms of his parole.ed  t  
Kilpatrick’s  parole  agent  Charles  Wright  told  the  ex-mayor  Wednesday  abou  t  ,  according  t he  prisonhe  punishment  o  t  

records.  
The  records  also  reveal  why  Kilpat  e  wit he  $500  mont  .rick  was  five  days  lat  h  t  hly  payment  
Kilpatrick  told  his  agent  it  “slipped  his  mind”  and  that  he  was  concerned  about  earning  money  to  provide  for  his  family,  

according  t  s  obto  document  ained  by  The  News.  
The  parole  agent gave  Kilpat  il  5  p.m.  Wednesday  t  he  paymentrick unt  o make t  .  
He  complied.  
Kilpat  he  parole  violatrick  apologized  and  addressed  t  ion.  
“Do what you have to do,” Kilpatrick told his parole agent. “I’m tired.”  
Wright said  he  would  cit  rick  for  violat  ion  imposed  in  March  amid  concerns  te  Kilpat  ing  a  special  parole  condit  he  ex-mayor  

was  living  beyond  his  means  and  hiding  assets  that  oward  t  utcould  be  used  t  he  res  it ion.  
T  to  Wayne  County Circuit Judge  David Groner ordering Kilpatrick to  appear inhe  records  also  reveal Kilpatrick’s  reaction  

court next  obiography.week  and  address  missing  proceeds  from  his  aut  
In an email to his parole agent, Kilpatrick wrote that he was “dumbfounded.”  
“I just want to knowwhat’s going on,” Kilpatrick wrote in the email Wednesday.  
His  parole  agen  t  rick  told  Kilpat  o  call  his  lawyers.  
Proceeds from Kilpatrick’s book are supposed to be deposited into an escrow account and applied to the restitution.  
So  far,  the  escrow  account is  empty.  
Kilpatrick owes $855,562.60, according to the Wayne County Prosecutor’s Office.  
The  parole  agent also  demanded  t  Kilpat  y  service  last  h  at  roithat  rick  prove  he  performed  communit  mont  churches  in  Det  

and  Texas.  
Kilpatrick  called  back  Wednesday  and  had  a  three-way  conversat  h  his  parole  agention  wit  and  a  church  deacon  who  

vouched  for  the  ex-mayor.  
The  records  also  reveal  Kilpatrick  received  a  verbal  warning  in  late  November  aft  ing  wit  e  outer  reunit  h  a  former  inmat  side  

federal  court.  
Kilpatrick  ran  into  a  fellow  inmat  ially  met  ence  last year  in  Michigan.e  whom  he  init  while  serving  a  prison  sent  
“Agent gave the subject a verbal warning to have no contact with any” felons, Kilpatrick’s agent wrote in the ex-mayor’s file.  
rsnell@detnews.com  
(313)  222-2028  

Kilpa  l: Soa  ted By Kwa  getrick Tria  ve Too Rich To Be Intimida  me,  Entoura  
roitWDIV-TV Det ,  December 7,  2012  

DETROIT  —  he  Kwame  Kilpat  ion  t  s  best  o  paintDefense  counsel  in  t  rick  federal  corrupt  rial  did  it  Thursday  t  local  
businessman  Tony  Soave  as  a  magnat  h  and  power  t  he  could  never  have  been  int  ed  bye  of  such  immeasurable  wealt  hat  imidat  
former  Detroit mayor  Kwame  Kilpat  o  hiring  cont  or  Bobby  Ferguson  against his  will.rick  int  ract  

Soave’s performance on the witness stand this morning made it clear it’s not just formermayors who don’t intimidate him.  
Vacillat  ween  impat  y  humor,  Soave  brimmed  wit  ions.ing  bet  ience  and  wi  t  h  confidence  as  he  fielded  defense  quest  
Read Thursday’s trial blog: Previous mayors didn’t hold up contracts.  
Mike  Rataj,  lawyer  for  Ferguson,  began  his  cross-examination  of  t  ness  by  laying  out  he  jury  t  ude  of  the  wit  for  t  he  magnit  he  

tycoon’s  wealth.  In  2009,  Forbes  magazine  ranked  the  businessman’s  holding  company  as  t  h  largest  ely  heldhe  216t  privat  
company  in  the  United  St es.  Forbes  also  list  he  company,  which  holds  four  separat  folios  under  itat  ed  t  e  port  s  umbrella,  as  having  
revenues of $2.5 billion  dollars.  

Impressive  for  a  guy  who  started  his  business  wit  hing  more thanh  not  a “truck and a bulldozer” said Rataj.  
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“It’s  a  lot  of muchachos,  yeah,”  concurred  Soave  to  the  sound  of laughter  erupting  in  the  courtroom.  “But  it’s  a  lot  less  
glamorous than it sounds.”  

Soave  firmly  st  aj  asked  if  Charlie  Williams  was  not  a  minorit  because  his  companyood  his  ground  when  Rat  hing  but  y  front  
did  not have  employees  and  equipment  he  init.  Williams  was  t  ial  sub-contractor  for  Soave’s  Inland  Waters’  Detroit  Water  and  
Sewerage Depart  (DWSD) cont  1368 who was allegedly oust  Kilpatrick’s bidding to make way for Ferguson.ment  ract  ed  at  

“That is not true,” said Soave.  
Read:  Soave  testifies  he  gave  Kilpat  s,  t  e  jetrick  lavish  gift rips  on  privat  .  
Under  quest  aj,  Soave  admi  t  hat  cont  wit  hat  he  heardioning  by  Rat  ed  t  he  never  had  any  direct  act  h  Ferguson  and  t  what  

about him  being  “a  pain  in  the  butt”  came  from  his  employees.  Rataj  tried  to  get to  Soave  to  relate  to  Ferguson  by pointing  out  
t  t  have  rubbed  some  people  t  he  course  of  hisha  o  become  such  a  successful  businessman  he  must  he  wrong  way  during  t  
career.  

Though Soave conceded  “there are different kinds of burrs beneath the saddle” and  “it’s a rough  and tumble business”,  he  
also  told  an  amused  courtroom “I’m a lovable guy.”  

Soave told the court that his main problem with Ferguson was that he seemed to want to get paid forwork that he didn’t do.  
The  businessman  did  agree  with  Rataj,  however,  t  ult  ely  Ferguson  did  ge  that imat  he  job  done.  

~Bobby  Ferguson  out  ~side  court  
“But we weren’t going to pay him for not working. We made him do the work,” said Soave  
He  also  agreed  that despite  feeling  threatened  by Ferguson  occasionally  saying  about  contract 1368  “you  realize  you’re  

here because of me”,  he never felt threatened  enough to pick up the phone to ask either Ferguson  or Kilpatrick to put an  end  to  
t  hreathe t  s.  

Harold  Gurewit  aj  in  quest  he  wit  was  t  st  cross-examinat  his  t  z,z  followed  Rat  ioning  t  ness.  It  he  first ab  at  ion  in  t  rial  for  Gurewit  
one ofKwame Kilpatrick’s defense lawyers.  

Gurewitz took aim at Soave’s exact recollection  ofwhat was said in the April 2002  meet  rick  was  alleged  ting  where  Kilpat  o  
have told Soave that contract 1368 was being held up because he had “the wrong contractor.”  

Wat  rick  ordered  back  t  over  missed  res  it ion.ch:  Kilpat  o  court  ut  
In  an  int  ing  move  for  t  z  int  o  evidence  an  int  ween  Soave  anderest  he  defense,  Gurewit  roduced  int  ernal  memorandum  bet  

his  in-house  counsel  Susan  Johnson  from  March  2002,  the  month  before  t  ness  met  h  Kilpat  o  discuss  conthe  wit  wit  rick  t  ract  
1368.  The  memo  clearly  indicated  that  ha  he  cont  was  being  held  up  by  tJohnson  had  heard  from  various  sources  t  t  ract  he  
Mayor’s office on  account of Charlie Williams and  “other supposedly more deserving  contractors.” In  particular,  Bobby Ferguson  
and  Frank  Torrey  were  ment  ractioned  as  more  deserving  cont  ors.  

Obviously  Gurewit  rying  t  hat  of  what  he  cont  being  held  up  was  coming  fromz  was  t  o  show  t  most  Soave  heard  abou  t  ract  
indirect  sources.  T  was  the  Mayor’s  office  that  washe  memo,  however,  seemed  rather  supportive  of prosecution  claims  that it  
holding  up  t  racthe  cont  .  

Gurewit ook  aim  at  Soave’s  exact  memory  of  what  said  in  the  conversation  that  took place  between  the  formerz t  was  
mayor  and  Soave  more  than  a  decade  ago.  

“I don’t have dementia,” said an irritated Soave in obvious reference to earlier government witness Karl Kado.  

'Lovable' Tycoon  Contends  He Was Strong-a  trick,  Doesn't Harmed By Kilpa  ve Dementia  
By  By  Tresa  Baldas  And  Jim  Schaefer,  Det  Free  Press  St  ersroit  affWrit  
Det  Free Press,  December 7,  2012roit  
Business  tycoon  Anthony  Soave  is  so  rich  and  powerful,  there’s  no  way  he  could  have  been  intimidated  by  ex-Detroit  

Mayor  Kwame  Kilpatrick  and  his  friend  Bobby  Ferguson,  defense  lawyers  argued  today  in  t  ion  the  federal  public  corrupt  rial.  
Soave conceded he’s tough.  
But rich  or  not  hing  is  for  sure:  He  once  hired  Ferguson  aft  he  ex-mayor  made  it  clear  that’s  what,  Soave  said,  one  t  er  t  

Soave  had  t  o  geto  do  t  a  deal  rolling.  
“You  keep  on  not understanding  me,” Soave  said  on  cross-examination.  “He  said,  ‘Use  Bobby Ferguson.’  You  don’t want  

to hear it, but I keep on telling you that’s the way it went.”  
Soave,  whose  bravado  and  wisecracks  had  t  imes,  also  want  o  make  anot  clear.he  jury  laughing  numerous  t  ed  t  her  point  
“I don’t have dementia,” Soave said, triggering an outburst of laughter in the courtroom.  
Soave’s testimony followed that of contractor Karl Kado, who testified last week that Kilpatrick and  t  hers  ext ed  him,wo  ot  ort  

but came  under  scrut  er  disclosing  t  he  had  concerns  about memory  problems.iny  aft  hat  
Soave  assured  the  jurors  that  a  meet  h  Kilpathis  memory  is  clear,  especially  about  ing  he  allegedly  had  wit  rick  in  2002  

about a  $50-million  cont  hatrac  t  was  being  held  up.  
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Soave  told  the  jury Wednesday that he  met  with  Kilpatrick in  the  mayor’s  office  to  find  out  why the  sewer lining  contract  
wasn’t  moving  forward.  Kilpatrick told  him  he  had  the  wrong  subcontractor  lined  up,  and  that the  right  one  was  Ferguson,  he  
t ified.est  

Aft hat  ing,  Soave said,  he dumped his subcont  or,  hired Ferguson and t  hrough.er  t  meet  ract  he  deal  wen  t  
Kilpatrick’s  lawyer  Harold  Gurewitz  grilled  Soave  about  that  alleged  meeting,  and  asked  him  to  recall  whether  Kilpatrick  

“explicitly said” that he had to hire Ferguson, or whether that was just Soave’s interpretation of the message.  
In his 2010 grand jury testimony,  which  was read in court  ha  it,  Soave  said  t  was  implied.  
In  cour  t  edly  t  Kilpat  clear.oday,  Soave  said  repeat  hat  rick  made  it  
“When I left there, I knewwhat I had to do. … I had to change contractors,  and that’s what I did,” Soave said.  
Ferguson lawyerMichael Rataj didn’t buy it.  
In  an  the  jury,  noteffort to  discredit Soave’s  story,  Rataj  pointed  out Soave’s  massive  wealth  to  ing  his  holding  company  

Soave  Enterprises  made  $2.5  billion  in  2008,  and  was  ranked  as  the  216t  privath  largest  ely  held  company  by  Forbes  magazine  
in  2009.  

Soave,  who lives in  a sprawling brick mansion  in  Grosse Point  ofmoney.e  Shores,  conceded  he  makes  a  lot  
“T  a lot  of  muchachos  — yeah,”  Soave  said  to  numerous  laughs  in  the  courtroom,  adding:  “It  sounds  a lot  morehat’s  

glamorous than it is.”  
Rataj  also  asked  Soave  to  concede  he’s  not  the  kind  of person  who  can  be  “intimidated  easily”  or  pushed  around,  and  

admit that he has “rubbed some people the wrong way” during his lifetime.  
“I’m a lovable guy,” answered Soave, drawing yet more laughs. He eventually conceded he’s not easily intimidated.  
“No. OK,” said Soave, adding the only people he’s intimidated by are his grandkids “and you,” he told Rataj.  
Rat  everyone  else  in  t  room.aj  laughed.  So  did  most  he  court  
Rataj  also challenged Soave’s testimony that Ferguson  threw his weight around  while working  with Soave’s firm,  allegedly  

reminding Soave’s associates that the only reason they had workwas because ofFerguson.  
Soave  said  he  considered  t  behavior  t  ening.hat  hreat  
Rat  hataj  argued  t  was  unbelievable.  
“Here you are.  ony Soave.  You never took that perceived threat very seriously,” Rataj argued.Mr. T  …  
“I did take it seriously,” answered Soave, who said that he believed upsetting Ferguson could have repercussions.  
Rat  here  were  none.aj  argued  t  
But there  could  have  been  if he  didn’t hire  him  to  begin  with,  Soave  had  testified  earlier,  telling  the  jury that protecting  his  

contracts  meant  rick  happy,  which  meantkeeping  Kilpat  keeping  Ferguson  happy.  
Soave  also  was  peppered  with  questions  about  rick  wit  s,  such  as  20  free  round-twhy  he  lavished  Kilpat  h  gift  rips  on  his  

private  jet,  a  shopping  spree  in  New  York  Cit  ickety and  a pair of $10,000 NBA finals t  s.  
On  Wednesday,  Soave  told jurors  that he  helped bankroll  Kilpatrick’s lifestyle  because  his contract  hes  relied  on  keeping  t  

ex-mayor  happy.  
Gurewit  ed  t  Soave  did  t  rick  were  friends.z  suggest  hat  his  because  he  was  generous,  and  because  he  and  Kilpat  
“That’s just how you are,” Gurewitz said.  
Soave said: “We were friendly. … I liked him.”  
Kilpat  her,  Bernard  Kilpat  rial  on  charges  t  erprise  t  herick;  his  fat  rick,  and  Ferguson  are  on  t  hey  ran  a  criminal  ent  hrough  t  

mayor’s office to enrich themselves. They are accused of rigging bids and shaking down contractors.  
Soave  ret  o  t  and  Friday  morning  for  more  cross-examinat  he  fourt  ract  o  t ify  t  he  wasurns  t he  st  ion.  He  is  t  h  cont  or  t est  hat  

extorted  by  t  ricks,  and  t  he  went  h  i  t  ect  racthe  Kilpat  hat  along  wit  o  prot  his  cont  s.  

Witness Insists  He Wa  trick,  Fergusons Extorted By Kilpa  
By  Robert Snell  
Det  News,  December 7,  2012roit  
Detroit—  wit  ioning  from  defense  a  tKey government  ness Tony Soave,  under fierce quest  orneys Thursday,  never wavered  

from  claims  Kwame  Kilpat  rong-armed  him  int  he  ex-mayor’s pal and bankrolling a millionaire lifestyle.rick  st  o  hiring  t  
The  Grosse  Pointe  Farms  businessman  withst  four  hours  of  cross-examinat  a  rarit  hatood  almost  ion  —  y  in  a  case  t  has  

seen  other  witnesses  crumple  aft  hey  were  ext ed  by  Kilpat  her  Bernard  Kilpat  racter  claiming  t  ort  rick,  his  fat  rick  or  cont  or  Bobby  
Ferguson.  

Soave,  72,  calmly  answered  quest  his  business  empire,  deflect  ions  about  ough  reput ion  andions  about  ed  quest  his  t  at  
cracked  jokes  about his  ment  at  int  he  wit  and.al  st e  during  a  quip-filled  st on  t  ness  st  
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“I don’t have dementia if that’s what you’re saying,” Soave at one point told Kilpatrick lawyer Harold Gurewitz,  an  apparent  
reference to allegations abou  t  al  st e ofKarl Kado,  anot  withe ment  at  her government  ness.  

Soave  is  seen  as  an  important government  ness  who  allegedly  was  forced  t  han  $385,000  wortwit  o  provide  more  t  h  of  free  
jet flight  rick,  pay  for  ts  for  Kilpat  he  ex-mayor’s shopping trips and other perks.  

Soave  is  se  to  return  t he  st  9  a.m.  t  ions  in  t  eering  to  t  and  at  oday  for  more  defense  quest  he  ongoing  racket  rial.  
He  oversees  a  diverse  business  empire  wit  erest  ion,  resident  ruct  he  scraph  int  s  in  car  dealerships,  aviat  ial  const  ion  and  t  

industry  and  sold  his  garbage-hauling  company  for  $750  million.  
Ferguson  lawyer  Michael  Rataj  suggested  Soave  is  so  rich  and  powerful  t  it  orthat is  inconceivable  he  could  be  ext ed  by  

Kilpatrick.  
Rataj cited a Forbes article listing Soave Enterprises as one of the country’s largest private companies and asked if he was  

worth  $2.5  billion.  
“I don’t knowwhere you got that,” Soave said.  
“You’re a tough guy, aren’t you?” Rataj asked.  
“No,” Soave said, “I’m a lovable guy.”  
“You’re not the kind of person someone can intimidate or threaten easily, isn’t that true?” Rataj asked.  
“By certain people, I can get pushed around,” Soave said.  
Rat  hat  old  Ferguson  whose  reput ion  for  t  ion  foraj  reminded  jurors  t  Soave  allegedly  t  —  at  oughness  includes  a  convict  

pist  to “f  himself.”ol-whipping  a  man  — —  
“I have been pushed around before,” Soave said.  
Rat  ed  no  one  can  int  e  Soave.aj  suggest  imidat  
Soave  disagreed.  
“My grandkids, and you,” Soave told the lawyer.  
Rataj  appeared  poised  early  Thursday  to  ask  Soave  about  ,  which  includes  cont s  wit  ed  mobsthis  past  act  h  reput  ers  and  a  

1971  arrest and  indict  in  a  Met  roit  er dropped  and Soave’s arrest recordment  ro  Det  gambling-ring  roundup.  The  charges  were  lat  
was expunged  in  1990.  

During  Rataj’s  cross-examination,  prosecutors  objected  when  Rataj  appeared  to  broach  Soave’s  past  and  U.S.  District  
Judge  Nancy  Edmunds  ordered  a  sidebar  conversation.  

Rataj never brought up Soave’s  past when  questioning  resumed.  
Prosecutors  called  Soave  to  t ify  because  he  claims  Kilpat  o  a  $50  million  cont  o  fix  aging  sewers  un  iltest  rick  held  ont  rac  t  he  

businessman  dumped  a  minorit  racty  subcont  or  and  hired  Ferguson.  
Kilpatrick’s lawyer insisted Soave  told  a  different st  o  a  federal  grand  jury  years  ago.  Any  t  ,  if  tory  t  hreat  here  was  one,  was  

implied,  t  z,  insisthe  lawyer,  Gurewit  ed.  
“You  keep on  not understanding  me,” Soave told Gurewitz.  “He said  ‘use Bobby Ferguson.’  You  don’t want to hear it,  but I  

keep on telling you that’s the way it went.”  
Soave also was quest  claims Kilpat  o buy $10,000 wort  side t  s t  roit  onsioned  about  rick  forced  him  t  h  of  court  icket o  a  Det  Pist  

playoff game in  2004.  
Rataj  suggested  Soave  a  t  he  game  alongside  Kilpatended  t  rick.  
Not so,  said  Soave.  
“I  couldn’t afford anymore tickets,” he said.  
rsnell@detnews.com  
(313)  222-2028  

US Marine Pleads Guilty To Ta  ctors In  Iraking $150,000 In  Bribes From  Contra  q  
Associated  Press,  December 7,  2012  
SAN  DIEGO  — Federal  prosecut  y  t  ing  $150,000  in  bribesors  in  San  Diego  say  a  U.S.  Marine  has  pleaded  guilt o  accept  

from  cont  ors  while  st ioned  in  Iraq.ract  at  
T  aff  Sgt  Mendez  pleaded  guilt  o  conspiring  t  hehe U.S.  attorney’s office says 36-year-old  St  .  Gilbert  y  Thursday  t  o  defraud  t  

Unit  ated  St es.  
Mendez  worked  as  a  cont  ing  officer  atract  Camp  Fallujah,  Iraq,  in  2006  and  2007.  
Prosecut  he  posit  ing  at  $150,000  in  bribes  from  t  hators  say  he  abused  t  ion,  accept  least  hree  foreign-owned  companies  t  

subsequent  ract  h millions of dollars.ly  received  cont  s  wort  
The  st ement  name  t  her  t  he U.S. attorney’s office did notat  did  not  he  companies  or  say  whet  hey  would  also  face  charges.  T  

immediat  urn  a  phone  message  seeking  commentely  ret  .  
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Mendez  is  scheduled  for  sent  ody.encing March 1  and faces a maximum  of 20 years in  cust  
Copyright 2012  Associat  s  reserved.  This  mat  be  published,  broadcast  en,  ored  Press.  All  right  erial  may  not  ,  rewri  t  

redist  ed.ribut  

Ma  ds  Guilty To Receiving $150,000 In  Bribes  In  Irarine Plea  q  
By  Tony  Perry  
Los Angeles Times,  December 7,  2012  
A  Marine  staff  sergeant pleaded  guilt  o  charges  of  t  racty  Thursday  t  aking  $150,000  in  bribes  while  he  was  a  cont  ing  officer  

for  t  Camp  Falloujah,  Iraq.he  Marine  base  at  
Gilbert Mendez,  36,  who  served  a  t  ed  in  San  Diego  federal  cour  t  he  t  he  bribes  the  base  in  2006,  admi  t  hat  ook  t  o  award  

more  t  ract  hree  foreign-owned  firms  t  he  base.han  $2.6  million  in  cont  s  for  t  o  provide  goods  and  services  a  t  
Neit  he  cont  ors  nor  t  ion  released  by  t  orney.  At  ,her  t  ract  he  goods  and  services  were  named  in  informat  he  U.S.  a  t  one  point  

Mendez  discussed  t  her  t  o  court  s.  He  is  current  Campaking  a  Cadillac  Escalade  rat  han  cash,  according  t  document  ly  serving  at  
Lejeune,  N.C.  

A  former  Marine  who  assist  he  bribery  scheme  was  sent  his  year  in  Hawaii  t  hsed  Mendez  in  t  enced  earlier  t  o  four  mont  
behind  bars.  Francisco  Mungia  III  admi  ted  in  federal  cour  there  t  he  helped  Mendez  launder  that  he  bribe  money  and  received  a  
20%  cut.  

Mungia  also  agreed  t  he  governmento  repay  t  $30,000.  
ALSO:  
Claremont McKenna  names  legal  scholar  as  next president  
LAPD  finds  money  to  avoid  nearly  100  layoffs  set  for  year’s  end  LAPD  officer  arrested  in  off-dut  ercat  familyy  alt  ion  at  

gathering  

Md.  Man Sentenced In  Army Corps OfEngineers Bribery And Kickback Scheme  
By  Ann  E.  Marimow  

on  PostWashingt  , December 6,  2012  
The  brother  of  a  former  Army  Corps  of  Engineers  employee  was  sentenced  in  federal  court  o  24  montThursday  t  hs  in  jail  

for  his  role  in  a  kickback  scheme  involving  government cont  s.ract  
Nazim  Khan,  49,  admi  ted  in  June  to  helping  funnel  more  t  ween  a  government  racthan  $600,000  bet  cont  or  and  his  older  

brot  he Army Corps ofEngineers.her,  Kerry  F.  Khan,  a  former  program  manager  for  t  
Nazim  Khan,  who  st ed  an  aut  hern  Maryland,  was  not part of  hisart  o  body  shop  and  home  remodeling  company  in  Sout  

brother’s broader bribery scam that authorities have called t  in t  ory of federal  cont  ing.he  largest  he  hist  ract  
His  attorney,  Richard  Seligman,  argued  for  a  lesser  jail  term  of  12  months  because  of  what  he  called  Nazim  Khan’s  

minimal  role  in  t  ruggling  financially  and  “easymark.”he  scheme.  Nazim  Khan,  he  said,  was  st  was an  
Assistant U.S. Attorney Michael K. Atkinson said Nazim Khan might have been “less greedy, but he is no less culpable.”  
At issue  for  U.S.  Dist  Judge  Emmet  ially  how  big  of  a  favor  it was  for  Nazim  Khan  to  serve  as  arict  G.  Sullivan  was  essent  

conduit  of bribes  to  a  public  official.  After listening  to  attorneys  from  both  sides,  Sullivan  concluded,  “You  made  a  horribly  bad  
judgment,  but your role wasn’t minimal.”  

“Your  role  was  significant,”  said  Sullivan,  who  also  ordered  Nazim  Khan  and  his  co-conspirat  o  pay  $611 ,000  inors  t  
restitution.  “Without you, there was no crime.”  

During  a  nine-month  period  start  o  court  cont  or  Roberting  in  2007,  according  t  records,  government  ract  McKinney  funneled  
money  he  received  from  inflating  invoices  to  t  tohe  Army Corps  through Nazim  Khan’s  home  remodeling business  his  brother.  
Nazim  Khan  ret  o  courtained  $83,000,  according  t  records.  

McKinney  has  been  sentenced  to  33  mont  o  be  senths  in  jail,  and  Kerry  Khan  is  scheduled  t  enced  in  March.  

Daughter Helped Jailed Fa  ng,  Prosecutors SatherRun  Street Ga  y  
By  Victoria  Kim  
Los Angeles Times,  December 7,  2012  
When  her  father  was  convicted  of  t  enced  t  houthe  murder  of  a  rival  gang  member  and  sent  o  life  in  prison  wit  parole  almost  

three  decades  ago,  Vianna  Roman  was  a  9-year-old  girl.  
In  t  horit  he  Mexican  Mafia  prison  gang.he years since,  Danny Roman,  federal  aut  ies say,  has become a feared  member of t  

He  allegedly  cont  errit  h  L.A.  from  behind  bars  in  Pelican  Bay  St e  Prison.rolled  a  30-square-mile  expanse  of  gang  t  ory  of  Sout  at  
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Doing  his  bidding  from  700  miles  away  — passing  down  his  orders  of violence,  collecting  “taxes”  from  businesses  and  other  
gang  members  at his  behest  was  his  daught  ors  alleged  Thursday.—  er,  federal  prosecut  

Vianna,  now  37,  a mot  or of a  meat  and  wat  ore,  was  among 18  arrest  of a  sweepingher  and  operat  market  er  st  ed  as  part  
federal  t  he  Harpys  gang,  which  aut  ies  said  cont  nort  of  USC,  engaging  inake-down  of  members  of  t  horit  rolled  an  area  just  hwest  
drug  and  gun  sales,  extortion,  robberies  and  at  one  murder.  Vianna  and  her  husband,  Aaron  Sotleast  o,  40,  were  accused  of  
being  among  leaders  of  the  gang  in  a  federal  racketeering  indictment,  along  with  the  gang’s  alleged  “shot-caller,”  36-year-old  
Manuel  Valencia ofWalnut.  

The  indictment  was  a  result  of  a  2  1 /2  year  investigation  called  “Operation  Roman  Empire”  by  the  Drug  Enforcement  
Agency  and  t  ment  named  29  defendant  at  ody.  Stillhe  Los  Angeles  Police  Depart  .  It  s,  some  of  whom  were  already  in  st e  cust  
others are fugitives, according to a press release from the U.S. attorney’s office.  

“T  he  Harpys  controlled  thehis  is  uprooting  the  leadership  of the  Harpys  gang,”  said  Asst.  U.S.  Atty.  Benjamin  Barron.  “T  
activities  of  Danny  Roman’s  gangs  on  his  behalf  —  ort  rafficking,  gun  text ion  of  businesses  and  gangs,  drug  t  rafficking,  
enforcement of their orders through violence including murder.”  

Among  t  ed by t  ; anhe  crimes  allegedly  commi  t  he  gang  were  a  May  2012  slaying  of  a  man  who  owed  a  $230  drug  debt  
August 2011  plo  t  ness who  had t ified  against  hree USCo kill  a wit  est  a gang  member;  and  a December 2011  armed  robbery of t  
st  s.  ors  wrot in  court  hat through  its  activities,  the  gang  maintained  a  “climate  of  fear”  in  theudent Prosecut  e  papers  t  
neighborhood.  

All  of  t  ed  defendant  heir  init  appearances  Thursday  except  aken  t hehe  newly  arrest  s  made  t  ial  court  Vianna,  who  was  t  o  t  
hospital  complaining  of chest pains,  prosecutors  said.  

The  110-page indictment described Vianna traveling to and from Pelican Bay to pass messages about the gang’s business  
t  her.  In  January,  prison  officials  banned  her  and  her  husband  from  visit  edo  and  from  her  fat  s  for  one  year  because  of  suspect  
gang  act y,  according  t he  filing.ivit  o t  

According  to  court papers,  Vianna  allegedly  t  in  collect  axes  from  ot  h  L.A.  gangs  contook  part  ing  t  her  Sout  rolled  by  her  
father,  complaining  at one  point that the  gangs  weren’t coughing  up  enough  money despite  how much drugs  they were  selling.  
Roman  had  under  his  power  at least  her  criminal  gangs  in  an  expansive  t  ory  t  st ched  as  far  sout  he  Imperial12  ot  errit  hat ret  h  as  t  
Highway,  according  t  ors.o  prosecut  

Vianna,  prosecut  he  indict  ,  also  oversaw  ext ion  of  vendors  a  t  and  ordered  aors  alleged  in  t  ment  ort  he  Alameda  Swap  Meet  
gang member beaten for failing to deliver “taxes” collected there.  She is also accused of being involved in drug sales,  and at one  
point arbit ing  a  disput  h  St  gang  member  t urn  over  t  .rat  e by ordering  an  18t  reet  o t  wo cars in  lieu  of an unpaid drug debt  

She  could  not be  reached  for  comment  ent  .  A  t  ing  her  husband  andand  has  not  ered  a  plea  in  court  orneys  represent  
Valencia,  the  alleged  shot-caller,  did  not  ely  respond  t  s  for  commentimmediat  o  request  .  

The  gang  has  previously been  targeted by the Los Angeles city attorney’s office in  injunctions alleging the gang’s members  
were  engaged  in  shakedowns,  robberies,  vandalism  and  murder.  A  judge  issued  a  court order  in  1998  t  barred  30  of  that  he  
gang’s members from associating  wit  her  in  t  ill  in  force.h  one  anot  he  area,  which  is  st  

A t ime,  one business owner said t  o $180 a mont  ect  he gang.he t  he Harpys asked for $150 t  h for prot ion  from  t  
The  gang  controlled  an  area  southwest  own  t  spanned  from  Normandie  Avenue  t  reetof  downt  hat  o  Figueroa  St  and  

Washingt  o  Jefferson  Boulevard,  prosecut  he  course  of  t  ion,  aut  ies  seized  8  1/2on  Boulevard  t  ors  said.  Over  t  he  operat  horit  
pounds  of  met  amine,  approximat  ely  one  pound  of  cocaine,  23  pounds  ofhamphet  ely  one-half  pound  of  heroin,  approximat  
marijuana and 22 guns, according to a press release from the U.S. attorney’s office.  

If  convicted  of  the  racket  one  of  t  s  face  a  maximum  senteering  charges,  all  but  he  defendant  ence  of  life  in  prison,  
prosecutors  said.  

Also  on  Thursday,  t  y attorney’s office filed two nuisance abatement actions against properties in the areahe  Los  Angeles  cit  
wit  ivit  he  Harpys  gang.h  known  act y  by  t  

18 Arrested In  Federa  ckdown  On  Ga  t Opera  r USCl Cra  ng Tha  ted Nea  
By  Victoria  Kim  
Los Angeles Times,  December 7,  2012  
Federal  authorities  on  Thursday  announced  a  sweeping  racket  ment  a  Mexican  Mafia-conteering  indict  against  rolled  gang  

that operat  nort  least  orted  in  an  L.A.  neighborhood  just  h  of  USC  and  was  allegedly  involved  in  at  one  slaying,  drug  sales,  ext ion  
and  robberies.  

Eight  he  Harpys  gang,  also  known  as  t  ed  Thursday  morning  oneen  members  of  t  he  Harpys-Dead  End  gang,  were  arrest  
charges in three federal indictments resulting from “Operation Roman Empire.”  
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Those  arrest  er  of  a  Mexican  Mafia  member,  Danny  Roman,  who  allegedly  conted  include  Vianna  Roman,  37,  daught  rolled  
the  gang  while  serving  a  life  sentence  at  atPelican  Bay  St e  Prison.  

A  total  of  29  defendant  he  racket  ment  of  whom  were  already  in  st e  custs  were  named  in  t  eering  indict  ,  eight  at  ody.  Among  
them  is Miguel Delgado,  18,  accused  of commi ting  armed  robbery agains  t  udenthree  USC  st  s.  

Federal  prosecut  hat  o,  40,  t  o  and  from  Pelican  Bayors  alleged  t  Vianna  Roman  and  her  husband,  Aaron  Sot  raveled  t  
passing  along  orders  from  Danny  Roman  and  collect  axes  t  o  him  t  s  t  hroughing  t  o  be  funneled  t  hrough  profit he  gang  made  t  
dealing  in  methamphetamine,  cocaine,  crack  cocaine  and  heroin  and  t  orthrough  ext ing  businesses,  including  swap-meet  
vendors,  via  t  s  of  violence.hreat  

Members  of t  ed  in  t  , as  well  as  plo t  o kill  ahe  gang  are  suspect  he  slaying  of  one  gang  member  who  owed  a  debt  ing  t  
witness  slated  t est  a  gang  member  in  a  st e  court  o  t  mento  t ify  against  at  case,  according  t he  indict  .  

The gang has previously been targeted by the Los Angeles city attorney’s office in  injunctions alleging the gang’s members  
were  engaged  in  shakedowns,  robberies,  vandalism  and  murder.  A  judge  issued  a  court order  in  1998  t  barred  30  of  that  he  
gang’s members  from  associat  h  one  anot  he  area.ing  wit  her  in  t  

A t ime,  one business owner said t  o $180 a mont  ect  he gang.he t  he Harpys asked for $150 t  h for prot ion  from  t  
The  gang  controlled  an  area  southwest  own  t  spanned  from  Normandie  Avenue  t  reetof  downt  hat  o  Figueroa  St  and  

Washington  Boulevard  o  Jefferson  Boulevard.  Over  t  course  he  operat  aut  ies  seizedt  he  of  t  ion,  horit  8½  pounds  of  
met  amine,  approximat  ely  one  pound  of  cocaine,  23  pounds  of  marijuana  andhamphet  ely  one-half  pound  of  heroin,  approximat  
22  guns,  according to a press release from the U.S. attorney’s office.  

If  convicted  of  the  racket  one  of  t  s  face  a  maximum  senteering  charges,  all  but  he  defendant  ence  of  life  in  prison,  
prosecutors  said.  

Feds  Say Convicted MurdererRan  ng Network From  Behind Ba In  CaGa  rs  lifornia  
By  Greg  Risling  
Associated  Press,  December 7,  2012  
LOS  ANGELES  —  hree  decades,  a  convict  he  Mexican  MafiaWhile  behind  bars  for  t  ed  murderer  and  member  of  t  

cont  work  of  Los  Angeles  st  gangs  t  sold  drugs,  commi  t  udent  t  y  ofrolled  a  net  reet  hat  ed  killings  and  robbed  st  s  a  he  Universit  
Southern  California,  authorit  menties  said  in  an  indict  unsealed  Thursday.  

Investigators  believe  Danny  Roman  used  his  23-year-old  daught  o,  ter Vianna  Roman  and her husband,  Aaron  Sot o relay  
orders  to  gang  members  who  ran  criminal  activit  ect  he  noties  in  neighborhoods  and  received  prot ion  from  t  orious  prison  gang  if  
t  ered  t  em.hey  ent  he  penal  syst  

The  110-page  indictment illust ed  t  he  Mexican  Mafia  from  maximum  security prisons  by  “taxing”rat  he  havoc  wreaked  by  t  
st  -level  gang  members.reet  

Among  t  ied  t he  56-year-old  Roman  in  t  s  were  t  hehe  crimes  t  o  t  he  document  he  May  murder  of  a  gang  member  and  t  
gunpoint robbery  last  hree  USC  st  s.December of t  udent  

Thom  Mrozek,  a  spokesman  for the U.S.  attorney’s office,  said Roman  wasn’t indicted because he’s currently serving  a life  
prison  sent  hou  t  y of parole for a 1984 first  ion.  Mrozek declined furt  .ence  wit  he  possibilit  -degree  murder  convict  her  comment  

The  indictment charged  Vianna  Roman,  Sot  hers  wit  eering  conspiracy  — punishable  by  a  possible  lifeo  and  23  ot  h  racket  
sent  —  er a 2  1/2-year investigation dubbed “Operation Roman Empire.” Four others were indicted on other charges.ence  aft  

It wasn’t immediately known  if any of the suspect  ained  a  ts  had  ret  orneys.  
Federal  prosecutors  said  Roman  exerted  power  over  13  gangs  in  Sout  he  Harpys,  a  gang  th  Los  Angeles,  including  t  hat  

started  in  t  hamphethe mid-1960s and deals in  met  amine,  heroin  and  cocaine.  
Court document  hat  he  net  en  used  coded  language  while  speaking  in  person,  overs  revealed  t  gang  members  in  t  work  oft  

t  elephone  or  via  t  messages.he t  ext  
In August 2011 ,  Jaime Mont  ial informan  t  o killano,  who  also  was  charged,  asked  a  confident  o  seek  approval  from  Roman  t  

an  inmat  Cent  at  est  a  member  of  anot  he  indict  st es.  The  killing  wase  at  inela  St e  Prison  who  had  t ified  against  her  gang,  t  ment at  
never  carried  out.  

Federal  prosecutors  also  said  the  elder  Roman  orchest ed  t  ort  a  Los  Angeles  swap  meetrat  he  ext ion  of  vendors  at  long  
known  as a hub of criminal  act y.ivit  

In  one phone  conversation,  a man  known  only as “Tigre” characterized the collection  of money from  vendors for Roman’s  
benefit as “union dues,” documents state.  

The  so-called  t  s  were  funneled  back  t  s,  aut  ies  said.ax  payment  o  Danny  Roman  in  money  orders  and  gift  horit  
Two  years  ago,  state  prison  officials  seized  more  than  $25,000  held  in  Danny Roman’s  prison  trust  account  after saying  

most of it  ivitcame  from  gang  and  drug  act y.  
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Court document  ats  also  show  Vianna  Roman  was  banned  in  January  for  a  year  from  Pelican  Bay  St e  Prison,  where  her  
father  is  housed.  

Over  the  course  of  the  invest  ion,  aut  ies  seized  more  t  pounds  of  met  amine,  about a  half-poundigat  horit  han  eight  hamphet  
of heroin  and  one pound  of cocaine,  as well  as 23  pounds ofmarijuana  and  22 guns.  

Copyright 2012  Associat  s  reserved.  This  mat  be  published,  broadcast  en,  ored  Press.  All  right  erial  may  not  ,  rewri  t  
redist  ed.ribut  

Federal Grand Jury In  Trenton  Ma  ck Corruption  Ca  dline Neayor Tony Ma  se Meets  As Dea  rs  
By  Alex  Zdan  
Trenton  (NJ) Times,  December 7,  2012  
TRENTON  —  he  corrupt  TrentThe  federal  grand  jury  reviewing  evidence  in  t  ion  case  against  on  Mayor  Tony  Mack  is  

meet  his  morning  as  t  ment nears  next week.ing  t  he  deadline  for  an  indict  
FBI  Special  Agent Michael  Doyle,  who  signed  t  against  ed  in  Septhe  criminal  complaint  Mack  when  he  was  arrest  ember,  

was  seen  ent  he  grand  jury  room  a  t  house  in  Trent  his  morning  wit wo  documentering  t  he  Clarkson  S  Fisher  Federal  Court  on  t  h  t  
boxes.  He  left aft  20  minuter  about  es.  

Mack  is  charged  with  agreeing  to  t  o  assist  ,  witake $119,000 in  bribes t  a developer,  who was working  as an  FBI informant  h  
a  city parking  garage  project.  Mack’s  brother  Ralphiel  Mack and  a  longtime  supporter Joseph  “JoJo”  Giorgianni  were  charged  
wit  o  solici  t  he  money  t he  mayor.h  helping  t  he  bribes  and  funneling  t  o  t  

T  uesday,  though the U.S.  Attorney’s Office could  also seek a continuancehe current deadline for the grand jury review is T  
in  t  ional  t  inuance  has  previously  been  grant  he  case.  Grand  jury  proceedings  are  closed  t hehe  case  for  addit  ime.  A  cont  ed  in  t  o  t  
public and the U.S. Attorney’s Office has declined to comment on the status of the review.  

Three  weeks  ago,  former  Mack  acting  director  of  Housing  and  Economic  Development Carmen  Melendez  spent about 2  
1/2  hours  before  t  o  comment  what  est  o.he  same  grand  jury.  While  leaving,  she  declined  t  about  she  had  t ified  t  

Mack  has  steadfastly  denied  any  wrongdoing  and  refused  calls  for  him  t  ep  down  since  his  house  was  firsto  st  raided  by  FBI  
agent  h  searches  a  he  homes  of  his  brot  s  also  searcheds  in  July.  The  search  coincided  wit  t  her  and  Giorgianni.  FBI  agent  
Giorgianni’s business, JoJo’s Steak House in Trenton, along with a purported “club house” next door.  

The  next day,  FBI  agent  y  Hall  seeking  document  o  several  key  cits  swarmed  Cit  s  and  records.  Subpoenas  were  issued  t  y  
depart  s  t  oversee  cont  s  and  real  est e.ment hat  ract  at  

Mack  was  arrested Sept. 10  along  wit  her and Giorgianni,  and  all  t  h a single  count ofh  his  brot  hree  men  were  charged  wit  
a  tempted  ext ion.  The  grand  jury  could  ret  ment  he  charge,  expand  t  her  charges,  or  decline  tort  urn  an  indict  on  t  o  include  ot  o  
charge.  

The  FBI investigation  int  art  ember 2010,  jus  t  hs  aft  he  firs  -t  ook office.  Ato  Mack  st ed  in  Sept  wo  mont  er  t  erm  mayor  t  least  
t  ing  wit  ed  in  t  and  t  ensive  use  of  wire  t  he  phones  of  Mack,wo  cooperat  nesses  are  cit  he  complaint  he  FBI  made  ext  aps  on  t  
Giorgianni  and  t  ing  withe  cooperat  nesses.  

While  t  ot  he  wit  he  FBI  st  he  Julyhe  t al  agreed bribe  was  $119,000,  t  nesses  working  on  behalf of t  ing paid $54,000 before  t  
raids,  aut  ies  have  said.horit  

Mack’s attorney Mark Davis said Monday that the mayor would  not consider any offer of a plea deal in  the case.  Complete  
coverage of t  on:he  Mack  case  by  The  Times  ofTrent  

Emba  yorOfTrenton,  NJ,  Indicted By NJ Gra  tettled Ma  nd Jury Along With BrotherAnd Associa  
Associated  Press,  December 7,  2012  
NEWARK,  N.J.  —A federal grand jury has indicted the mayor ofNew Jersey’s capital city on  ion  charges.corrupt  
Trenton  Mayor  Tony  Mack,  his  brother  and  an  associat  -count  ment  orte  are  accused  in  an  eight  indict  of  ext ion,  bribery,  and  

mail  and  wire  fraud.  
New  Jersey’s  U.S.  attorney’s  office  says  the  charges  are  related  to  an  alleged  scheme  to  accept $119,000  in  bribes  in  

exchange forMack’s influence in the development of a garage on city-owned  land.  
The  indictment was  handed  up  Thursday  in  Trenton.  
Mack  has  cont  ion  despit  e  by  t  on  Cit  er  his  Sept  .inued  in  his  posit  e  a  no-confidence  vot  he  Trent  y  Council  aft  ember  arrest  
His  a  torney  has  said  Mack  is  innocent.  An  a  t  her,  Ralphiel  Mack,  says  his  client  guiltorney  for  his  brot  is  not  y.  
Copyright 2012  Associat  s  reserved.  This  mat  be  published,  broadcast  en,  ored  Press.  All  right  erial  may  not  ,  rewri  t  

redist  ed.ribut  

Trenton  Ma  nts Indicted On  New Federa  rgesyorAnd 2 Co-defenda  l Cha  
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By  Khara  Lewin  
CNN,  December 6,  2012  
(CNN)  —  he  mayor  of  New  Jersey’s  capital  city  and  two  other  defendant  ionT  s  who  have  been  embroiled  in  corrupt  

allegations  since  September  were  indict  s,  according  t  documented  by  a  federal  grand  jury  Thursday  on  seven  new  count  o  court  s.  
The  charges  against Trent  her,  Ralphiel  Mack,  40  and  business  associaton  Mayor  Tony  Mack,  46,  his  brot  e  Joseph  A.  

“JoJo”  Giorgianni,  63,  stem  from  an  alleged  kickback  scheme  to  o  invest  ly  less  t  hesell  city-owned  land  t  ors  for  significant  han  t  
assessed  value.  

The  three  initially  were  charged  in  Sept  igatember  following  a  federal  invest  ion.  
The  charges  stemmed  from  a  wo-year  FBI  invest  ion  hat  ed  wo  s  ing  witt  igat  t  incorporat  t  informant cooperat  h  law  

enforcement.  
T  a  to  corrupt  certain  functions  ofhe  investigation  “revealed  evidence  of  conspiracy  among  these  defendants  and  others  

Trenton  City  government  ed  developer  seeking  t  y  owned  propertin  favor  of  purport  o  build  a  parking  garage  on  cit  y  in  exchange  
for cash payments totaling approximately $119,000,” said the official complaint filed in federal court in September.  

A  t  ime,  all  t  charged  with  “one count of conspiracy to obstruct commerce  by extortion  under color of officialha  t  hree  were  
right  related  to  the  $119,000  extortion  scheme”  court  documents  said.  T  hursday  added  seven  otherhe  indictment  returned  T  
count  orts  including  bribery  and  ext ion.  

The  indictment st ed  t  wo  unnamed  wit  ing  wit he  federal  governmentat  here  are  t  nesses  who  are  cooperat  h  t  .  
Over t  mont  he  t  s allegedly agreed  t  he  $119,000 in  several inst  s ofhe  course  of  eight  hs,  t  hree  defendant  o  accep  t  allment  

cash  payment he  indict  st ed.s,  t  ment at  
The mayor’s office did not immediately return requests for comment.  
But MayorMack’s defense attorney,  Mark  Davis,  said  he  was  feeling  confident abou  the  case  moving  forward.  
“We knew this daywas coming and we’re happy it did,” Davis said on  hursday.  “Nowwe can begin our trial preparations.”T  
In July,  agent  he homes ofTonyMack,  his brot  renton’s City Hall the next day.s  raided  t  her, and Giogianni, before raiding T  
Mayor  Mack  is  a  Democrat who  began  his  term  in  July 2010.  

FBI  Agents  Working  Trenton  Ma  ck  Corruption  Cayor  Tony  Ma  se  Turn  Their  Attention  To  
Ca  ctsrpeting Contra  

By  Alex  Zdan  
Trenton  (NJ) Times,  December 7,  2012  
BURLINGTON  TOWNSHIP  — Turning  t  ent  o  carpet  ract  y  libraries,  FBI  agent  heheir  a  t ion  t  ing  cont  s  in  former  cit  s  working  t  

federal  corrupt  Mayor  Tony  Mack  and  ot  seeking  evidence  int  e  Oct  hree  mont  er  raids  ofion  case  against  hers  kept  o  lat  ober,  t  hs  aft  
Mack’s home and City Hall.  

Roy  Summers,  who  owns  Justin’s  Furniture  &  Carpet  and  secured  more  than  $17,000  of  work  to  re-carpet one  of  the  
library  branches  earlier  t  act  he  FBI  for  informat  he  deals.his  year,  said  he  was  cont ed  by  t  ion  on  t  

Mack’s  conversion  of several  shuttered library branches  into  “learning  centers”  was  done  without city council  approval,  as  
many  doubt  he  legalit  he  changes.  The  FBI  t  e,  Summers  said.ed t  y of t  ook not  

“T  was  hey  saw  the  stuff  in  the  paper,”  Summers  said  last  month  during  anhey  just  wanted  to  know  what  going  on.  T  
interview in his Burlington home.  “T  renton.”he gist of it was, they were fed up, frustrated with what’s going on in the city ofT  

Mack  faces  possible  indict  by  t  his  week  for  allegedly  ext ing  bribes  from  a  parking  garage  developerment  he  end  of  t  ort  
working  with  the  FBI.  He  was  arrest  hose  charges  in  Sept  any  indict  could  ted  on  t  ember,  but  ment  ouch  on  more  offenses.  

The  FBI  agent making  t  e  Oct  o  Summers  want  erview,  buthe  lat  ober  phone  call  t  ed  an  int  Summers  declined  because  of  his  
friendship  with  Mack.  

“I don’t want to see him fall, I don’t want to see anything happen to him,” Summers said.  
Summers  has  no  t  hat  hony  Robert  Mack’s assistant with the learning  centerrouble,  however,  saying  t  mayoral  aide  Ant  s  —  

conversions  —  ed  bidding  regulat  he  carpet vendors  who  received  work.violat  ions  and  hand-picked  t  
“He didn’t advertise it, he just called people,” Summers said.  
Roberts,  who  served  as  acting  business  administrator  until  early  this  year  and  was  called  “completely  unqualified”  to  

evaluat  judge,  aut  housands of dollars in  spending  on  new carpet  he cent  ene  bids  by  a  Superior  Court  horized  t  ing  for  t  ers.  No  wri  t  
cont  s exist  he work,  and  none of t  s were ever approved by t  y council.ract  for  t  he  project  he  cit  

Summers  said  he  did  not have  t  o  ge  t  he  library  refurbishment was  paid  for  from  a  buildingo  pay  anyone  t  he  work,  and  t  
maint  in  t  y  depart  ,  according  t he  purchase  orders.enance  account  he  public  propert  ment  o  t  
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“I  never asked,  and I  never will,  where that money came from,” Summers said,  though he said he was a bit nervous about  
whether  Mack  had  actually  approved  his  involvement  he  project  paymentin  t  and  subsequent  .  

Roberts  selected  Justin’s  Carpet to  remove  garbage  and  install  new carpeting  at the  Cadwalader library branch  on  North  
Hermit  his  past  ed  a  price  and  go  t  y  purchase  order  shows  he  was  paidage  Avenue  t  spring.  Summers  quot  he  job,  he  said.  A  cit  
in  May,  wit  horizat  s.h  aut  ion  from  Robert  

Summers,  who  has  done  business  wit he  cit  ical  and  inquired  if  Mack  had  also  aut  heh  t  y  for  20  years,  was  skept  horized  t  
procedure.  

“’Does the mayor know about it?’” Summers said he asked Roberts.  “He said, ‘Yeah, the mayor knows.’”  
Their  arrangement went  his  summer,  when  Summers  gave  a  quot  he  Skelt  h  Clintsour  t  e  for  work  a  t  on  branch  on  Nort  on  

Avenue.  Roberts  instead  direct  he  work  t  Sales  and  Service  of  Trent  of  Hamilted  t  o  Moore  Carpet  on  and  Knowledge  Carpet  on  
through  what Summers  called  an  unethical  process.  

“He told Knowledge and Charlie Moore what I bid and they outbid me,” Summers alleged.  
Jeffrey  Li  tle,  the  owner  of  Knowledge  Carpet  hrough  a  family  member  last  .  Moore  could  not be,  declined  commen  t  night  

reached  for  comment.  
The  t  ween  Summers  and  Robert  side  a  cit  ing  last  h,  where  t  wo  scuffled  inension  bet  s  exploded  out  y  council  meet  mont  he  t  

t  ed  out  he  building  by  police.he hallway and Summers was escort  of t  
Following  one  of Mack’s  “Ask the  Mayor”  sessions  last month,  Roberts  said  Summers  received  a  fair  chance  t  eo  compet  

for  the  work.  
“He gave me a quote, and I  couldn’t just go with his quote,” Roberts said.  
While  Summers  quot  he  work,  Roberted $15,000 for t  s said Moore offered $8,000.  
For  the  learning  centers,  four  of  which  were  creat  he  cit  ract  h  Trented,  t  y  was  using  vendors  who  have  had  cont  s  wit  on  

before.  
“It was all in-house,” Roberts said.  
State  bidding  regulations  specify  a  city  must  look  for  “competitive”  bidding  even  in  quotations,  and  make  sure  each  

prospect  . Bids must  if t  ed t  over $17,500.ive  vendor  has  a  fair  shot  be  sought he  work  is  expect  o  cost  
Though  suspicions  were  raised  because  t  o  Summers,  just  he  bid  t  int wohe  paymen  t  $300  below  t  hreshold,  was  split o  t  

payments,  Summers  said  he  asked  for  a  down  payment and  half  when  the  job  was  done.  
Throughou  t  er  project  rat  s  and  what  ude  t  yhe  learning  cent  ,  Summers  was  frust ed  by  Robert  he  said  was  a  blasé  a  it  o  safet  

and  best pract  one  point  ed  t  s  t  he  carpet  o  have  a  cert  y  ratices.  At  he  insist  o  Robert ha  t  ing  needed  t  ain  fire  safet  ing.  
“I  said,  ‘Anthony, you put a bid out for carpet ...  the carpet has to have a certain burning density because of fire,’” Summers  

said.  “His exact words to me were, ‘Carpet’s carpet.’”  
Cont  Alex  Zdan  at  imes.com  or  (609)  989-5705.act  azdan@njt  

ANCHORAGE,  Ala  : FBI: Confessed Killer Pla  inska  nned To Strike Aga  
Bellingham  (WA) Herald,  December 6,  2012  
ANCHORAGE,  Alaska  —  arget  he  count  old  aut  ies  heA  confessed  Alaska  serial  killer  who  t  ed  people  across  t  ry  t  horit  

planned  t rike  again  in  t  at  en  away  wit he  murder  of  an  18-year-old  Anchorage  barist  he  FBI  saido st  he  st e if he  had  go t  h t  a,  t  
Thursday.  

“He wasn’t going to stop,” FBI  spokesman Eric Gonzalez said.  
Keyes,  34,  prepared  a body disposal  cache in  the summer of 2011  for a future t  , Gonzalez said.  Murder kitarget  s  also  have  

been  recovered  in  New  York  and  Vermont.  
In  Alaska,  authorities  recovered  t  aining  a  shovel  and  t  les  of  Drano  from  Eagle  River  northe  cache  cont  wo  large  bo  t  h  of  

Anchorage.  Gonzalez said t  ion  of a body.he drain  de-cloggerwould  speed  up decomposit  
Keyes  t  horit  a  Samant  least  hers  over  t  decade,  including  Bill  andold  aut  ies  he  killed  barist  ha  Koenig  and  at  seven  ot  he  past  

Lorraine  Currier  of Essex,  Vt., in June 2011 . The couple’s bodies have not been found.  
Keyes  was  found  dead  Sunday  in  his  Anchorage  jail  cell  after  he  killed  himself  by  sli  ting  a  wrist  rangling  himself  witand  st  h  

a  rolled  up  sheet.  
Before  his  deat  ed  Koenig  aft  ing  her  in  February  from  t  and  where  sheh,  Keyes  said  he  sexually  assault  er  abduct  he  coffee  st  

worked.  He  t  horit  hen  st  here  body  in  a  shed  out  wo  weeksold  aut  ies  he  t  rangled  Koenig  and  left  side  his  Anchorage  house  for  t  
while  he  went on  a  cruise.  

When  he  returned,  Keyes  tied  up  Koenig  and  posed  her  body  t  look  like  she  was  st  hen  to  make  it  ill  alive.  He  t  ook  a  
Polaroid  of herwit  ed Feb.  13,  which  was 12 days aft  ion,  according t he FBI.h  a  newspaper  dat  er  her  abduct  o  t  
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Keyes  made  a  phot  he  pict  yped  a  ransom  note on the back demanding $30,000 from Koenig’s family. Heocopy of t  ure and t  
then sent a text message to Koenig’s boyfriend on her cellphone with directions to where he’d left the note at a local dog park.  

Keyes dismembered Koenig’s body and put it in a  er  drilling  a  hole  in  t  h  a  chainfrozen  lake north of  Anchorage  aft  he  ice  wit  
saw,  according  t  horito  aut  ies.  

He was arrested in Lufkin,  T  Ms there and in Alaska,  Arizona andexas, in March after using Koenig’s stolen debit card at AT  
NewMexico.  He was facing  a March  2013 trial in Koenig’s death.  

Koenig’s remains were found in April after Keyes told authorities where to look.  
Keyes  didn’t identify  any  other  victims  or  say  where  the  remains  were,  other  than  to  say four  were  killed  in  Washington  

state  and  one  was  killed  on  t  Coast  h  the East  , wit he body disposed  of in  New York.  
The  FBI  released  new  details  abou  the  discovery  of  weapons  and  ot  ems  connect  o  Keyes  at  ather  it  ed  t  an  upst e  New  York  

reservoir.  
FBI  spokesman  Paul  Holst  he  Adirondacks  t  urned  up  a  bucket containingein  said  an  April 18  search in  t  own  of Parishville  t  

a  silencer,  .22-caliber  Ruger  frame,  ammunition  and  a  flashlight,  all  linked  t  he  bolto  Keyes.  Divers  on  April  24  found  t  and  barrel  
of a gun  used during t  he Curriers.  Divers found  a gun  owned by the killings of t  he Curriers on June 5.  

Keyes  owned  propert  he  Adirondacks.y in  t  
Gonzalez  confirmed  t  Keyes  buried  a  murder  kit  he  woods  on  t  he  Winooski  River  in  spring  2009  inhat  in  t  he  banks  of t  

Vermont hen  dug  up  t  wo  years  lat  he  weapons  in  t  killings., t  he cache t  er and  used t  he Vermont  
Keyes  t  ensively  in  t  one  locat  arget  ims  randomly  hundreds  of  miles  away.raveled  ext  he  U.S.,  landing  at  ion  and  t  ing  vict  

Keyes told  authorit  ract o pay for his ties he robbed  several banks and  used  money he made as a general cont  or t  ravels.  
Koenig  was  an  exception  to  t  ance  rule.  Keyes  had  never  seen  t  a  before  but  he  coffee  sthe  dist  he  barist  chose  t  and  because  

of it  ion  and because it ayed  open  lat han  ot  ands.s  locat  st  er  t  her  st  
Anchorage  police  said  Keyes  also  targeted  ot  always  backed  off  before  acthers  in  Alaska  before  killing  Koenig  but  ing.  
In May 2011 ,  he focused  on  a couple at Point  he Anchorage shorefrontWoronzof,  a  popular  park  area  along  t  .  
Lt.  Anthony  Henry,  commander  of  t  ,  said  Keyes  backed  off  a  he  last  e  aft  enthe  homicide  unit  t  minut  er  police  inadvert ly  

arrived  during  a  rout  rol.ine  pat  

Israel Keyes  Stashed  'Kill Kit' In  Woodside Na  l Areatura  In  Essex In  2009  
By  Adam  Silverman  
Burlington  (VT)  Free Press,  December 6,  2012  
The  serial  killer  whose  vict  in  t  he  banks  ofims  included  Bill  and  Lorraine  Currier  of  Essex  buried  a  murder  kit  he  woods  on  t  

the  Winooski  River  in  spring  2009,  then  dug  up  t  wo  years  lat  he  weapons  in  t  slayings,  the  cache  t  er  and  used  t  he  Vermont  he  FBI  
says.  

After Israel Keyes,  34,  was arrested in  March on  charges related to an  Alaska woman’s murder,  he confessed to killing the  
Curriers  and  used  an  online  map  t  he  FBI  precise  coordinat  he  spot in  Essex  where  he  hid  a  trove  of  weapons  ando give  t  es  of t  
supplies,  including  ammunit  igat  old  t  on  Free  Press  on  Thursday.ion,  invest  ors  in  Anchorage  t  he  Burlingt  

Keyes,  who  killed  himself  over  t  ing  the  weekend  in  an  Alaska  jail  where  he  was  await  rial  on  federal  murder  charges,  had  
t  he  aut  ies  he  st  s across  t  ry t  hen  used  t  sold  t  horit  ashed  murder and body-disposal kit  he  count o prepare  for killings,  and  t  he  spot  
to  eliminate  t  erward.  Two  were  recovered:  one  in  Parishville,  N.Y.,  and  anothe  evidence  aft  her  in  Alaska.  

The  FBI  and  Essex  police  revealed  for  the  firs  time  Thursday  t  he  cache  recovered  in  April  in  Parishville,  near  tha  t  he  
Blake Falls Reservoir,  previously was buried by Keyes in  Essex as part of his readying for t  he Curriers.he June 2011  murder of t  

“He never left anything in any of those caches that connected them to him,” said JeffBell,  an Anchorage Police Department  
investigator  assigned  t  ask  force  t  helped  invest  e  to  a  special  FBI  t  hat  igat he  February  2012  disappearance  and  murder  of  
Samant  worker.ha Koenig,  an  18-year-old  coffee-cart  

The  authorities  say  Keyes  was  responsible  for  eight  he  countmurders  across  t  ry  during  a  14-year  killing  spree,  and  likely  
commi  t  her  slayings  t  he  only  hint  o  invest  ors.ed  ot  hat  ed  abou  t  igat  

Keyes  was  in  Vermont in  April  2009,  according  t  imeline the FBI prepared about the serial murderer’s travels across theo a t  
count  o  visit  he  Nort  ,  he  t  igat  he  also  robbed  a  bank  in  Tupper  Lake,  N.Y.,  andry.  He  was  here  t  family  in  t  heast  old  invest  ors,  but  
abduct  he  East  and  dumped  t  he  FBI  says.ed  and  killed  a  person  somewhere  along  t  Coast  he  body  in  New  York,  t  

In  Essex,  Keyes  buried  a  five-gallon  orange  bucket filled  wit  s,  ammunit  eners,  wires  and  a  flashlighth  weapons  part  ion,  fast  ,  
among  other  supplies.  Keyes  hid  the  cache  in  a  remot  he  Woodside  Nat  h  and  down  a  ste  corner  of  t  ural  Area,  sout  eep  
embankment from  t  ersect  15.he int  ion  ofSusie Wilson  Road  and Vermont  

Keyes  was  staying  a  the  Handy  Suit  el  just  h  of  t  ersect  he  nat  he  locates  hot  nort  he  int  ion  and  t  ural  area.  He  likely  found  t  ion  
from  signs  along  t  raveled  road  point  o  t  ure  area  along  t  o  Essex  Overlook  Park  onhe  heavily  t  ing  t he  nat  he  Winooski  River  and  t  
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the  hillside  above,  police  said.  The  entrance  t he  nat  Eto  t  ural  area  is  across  from  Fort han  Allen,  down  Woodside  Drive  and  
across a set of railroad t  o a tracks  t  railhead.  

Essex  Police  Chief Brad  LaRose  and  Detective  Lt.  George  Murtie,  the  lead  investigator into  the  Curriers’  disappearance  
and  death,  showed  a  Burlington  Free  Press  report  ographer  on  Thursday  aft  he  siter  and  phot  ernoon  t  e  where  Keyes  said  he  hid  
the  supplies.  

The  locat  a  mile  from  t  parking  area  and  in  a  flat  he  floodplain  along  a  sharp  bend  inion  is  about  he  nearest  ,  wooded  area  in  t  
t  e  Thursday  was  muddy,  marshy  and  st  h  debris  from  Tropical  St  2011 ;  ithe  river.  The  sit  rewn  wit  orm  Irene  flooding  in  August  
likely was dry and  easier t  visit  he  supplies in  June 2011 ,  policeo  access  when  Keyes  first  ed  in  2009  and  again  when  he  dug  up  t  
said.  

Police  said  Keyes  returned  briefly  to  t  sit  er  murdering  t  heir  50s,  in  that e  aft  he  Curriers,  a  couple  in  t  he  early  morning  of  
June  9,  2011 .  He  disposed  of a  shovel t  he  used  t  he  murder kit  kep  t  and it  ent  h him.  Thehat  o  dig  up  t  ,  but  he  bucket  s  cont s  wit  
flooding  two  months  lat  he  hole,  and  ter  helped  conceal  t  he  shovel  has  never  been  found,  police  said.  

The  bodies  of  Bill  and  Lorraine  Currier  were  left in  t  of  an  abandoned  farmhouse  at  .  inhe  basement  32  Upper  Main  St  
Essex  t  was  t  ober  2011 .  The  debris  was  t  o  t  ry,  where  an  11 -week  searchhat  orn  down  in  Oct  rucked  t he  large  landfill  in  Covent  
t  his  spring  and  summer,  bu  t  been  recovered.ook  place  t  heir  bodies  have  not  

The  authorities  say  Keyes  left  h  a  plan  t  o  Chicago,  rentAnchorage  in  June  2011  wit  o murder someone.  He  flew t  ed  a car,  
drove  to  Vermont and  got  Handy  Suita  room  at  es.  In  his  checked  luggage  he  carried  a  handgun  and  a  homemade  silencer.  
Possessing  t  igat  o  check  unloaded  firearms  ont  hey  arehe  silencer  was  illegal,  invest  ors  say;  people  are  allowed  t  o  airplanes  if  t  
declared  and  secured  according  to  government regulations.  

After  Keyes  murdered  the  Curriers  —  ing  Bill,  50,  and  asphyxiat  he  wen  t  relatshoot  ing  Lorraine,  55  —  o  visit  ives  in  Maine,  
then returned to Essex, saw the crime scene at the couple’s Colbert Street home and fled the state for good.  

He  packed  his  firearm,  the  silencer  and  a  gun  he  stole  from  t  o  t  he  five-gallon  bucket  h  the  Curriers  int he  t  along  wit he  
remaining  supplies  and  headed  t  ashed  t  among  a  pile  of  rocks,  t  hrewo  Parishville,  where  he  st  he  kit  he  FBI  said  Thursday.  He  t  
t  and barrel of his weapon,  and t  o Blake Falls Reservoir.he  bolt  he  Currier  gun,  int  

Invest  ors  recovered  t  April 18  aft  old  t  was.  Inside,  t  rigger mechanismigat  he  kit  er  Keyes  t  hem  where  it  he  FBI  says,  was  a  t  
wit  ached,  a  .22  caliber  Ruger  wit  a  st  ic  st  ion,  empt  eners,h  a  scope  a  t  hout  ock,  a  plast  ock  and  sling,  ammunit  y  magazines,  fast  
wires,  a  metal  clip,  a  flashlight and  the  homemade  silencer.  

An FBI dive team found the bolt and barrel April 24, and recovered the Curriers’ gun June 5.  

APD,  FBI Poured Ma  se And Keyes Investigassive Resources Into Koenig Ca  tion  
KTUU-TV Anchorage (AK),  December 6,  2012  
The  Federal  Bureau  of  Investigation  has  received  a  number  of  leads  about her  pot ial  victot  ent  ims  of  serial  killer  Israel  

Keyes,  said  Special  Agent in  Charge  Mary  Rook  on  Thursday.  The  leads  are  coming  in  across  t  ry,  t  ies  includinghe  count  o  cit  
Seattle,  Portland,  Chicago  and  New  York,  after the  FBI  requested  the  public’s  help  in  tracking  down  information  about Keyes’  
t  ims.  On  Thursday,  FBI  officials  released  new  det  t  ashed  in  Newravels  and  possible  vict  ails  abou  he  weapons  Keyes  had  st  
York.  A bucket was found in  mid-April 2012 cont  ol,  ammunit  .aining  a  silencer,  a  .22  caliber  pist  ion  and  a  flashlight  

FBI  officials  will  priorit  o  each  t hey  receive.  It  of  t  hat  inize  and  look  int  ip  t  is  part  he  ongoing  work  load  t  law  enforcement  
Alaska  and  across  the  country  are  pouring  int he  invest  ion.  Rook  said  t  igat  inue  to  t  igat  he  invest  ion  will  cont  hrough  2013  and  will  
involve  every  FBI  officer  in  t  ry.  The  FBI  was  part  he  Samant  igat  wo  of  t  eenager’she  count  of  t  ha  Koenig  invest  ion  since  day  t  he  t  
disappearance.  Along  wit  horit  o  bring  Koenig  home  safely.h  Anchorage  police,  aut  ies  worked  quickly,  hoping  t  

APD  Detective  Monique  Doll  says  t  ment  about  he  Koenig  case.  The  enthe  depart  spent  10,000-15,000  hours  working  t  ire  
det ive  division,  which  includes  60-85  people,  were  on  t  igat  imes  working  20-hour  days,  seven  days  a  week.ect  he  invest  ion,  somet  
The  department racked  up  more  t  ime.  Doll  says  ithan  $400,000  in  overt  is  money  well-spent  since  their  efforts  led  to  Keyes’  
arrest and  resulting  murder  confessions.  

“I truly believe that without any one individual’s effort, we would not have gotten a confession from Israel Keyes,” said Doll.  
Bot  he  FBI  says  t  h  t  case  t  a  ransom  not heh  APD  and  t  hey  were  dealing  wit he  largest  hey  had  in  years.  Once  Keyes  sent  e,  t  

FBI’s involvement grew.  
“We  brought in  even  more  resources  at that point because  then  we  had  more  evidence,  we  had  ATM  card  usage  a  that  

point so that’s when the investigation really ramped up,” said Rook.  
More  agents  and  analysts  were  added  to  the  case.  A forensic dive  team  was brought to  Alaska  to  recover Koenig’s  body  

from  Mat  was  a  massive  amount  hat  a  killer  behind  bars.anuska Lake.  It  of resources used t  helped put  
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“I’m  very pleased  we were able to take Israel keyes off the streets.  Because I’m  confident he would have continued to kill,”  
said Rook.  “He was very sophisticated  and  methodical  and the fact we were  able  t  ch  him  and  t  o  t  her  crimeso  cat  ie  him  t hese  ot  
is really a testament to our people up here.”  

Police Investiga  l Killer Keyes' North Country Connections,  Activitieste Seria  
Nort  ry (NY) Public Radio, December 7,  2012h  Count  
Const  Brian  Mann  joined  Mart  he  line  Thursday  morning  t alk  abou  he  newable,  NY,  Dec  06,  2012  —  ha  Foley  on  t  o t  t  

development  he  Israel  Keyes  invest  ion.s  in  t  igat  
Brian,  t  he  public  is  concerned,  since  Sunday  now.  But  he  FBI  havehis  is  all  unfolding  very  quickly  as  far  as  t  police  and  t  

known about Keyes’s activit  ime  here  in  t  h  Count  ime—eight  hs.  Is  t  ypical?ies  including  his  t  he  Nort  ry  for  a  long  t  or  nine  mont  ha  t  
No,  it’s  really  not.  And  the  amount  of  secrecy  here  is  making  some  people  uncomfortable,  it’s  drawing  a  lot  of  press  

a  tention  in  Vt  he  courier  case  has  drawn  a  lot  iny.  But  o  FBI,  Keyes  really  t.,  where,  of  course,  t  of  scrut  ,  according  t  old  
investigators that he didn’t want his friends and family to know about the extent of his crimes,  and investigators were afraid t  ifhat  
t  ails  were  made  public,  it  o  st  alking.hese  det  would  cause  him  t  op  t  

And,  in  fact,  part of  t  ory  did  leak  earlier  on  WCAX,  t  e  in  t  sburgh-Burlingt  horithe  st  he  CBS  affiliat  he  Pla  t  on  area.  Aut  ies  say,  
a  t  ime—t  when  Keyes  heard  about ,  he  st  alking  for  a  t  hey  were  able  t  o  makingha  t  hat  it  opped  t  ime,  bu  t  o  coax  him  back  int  
more  confessions.  

This  victim  that  ly  brought  o  t  h  Count  do  we  know  abou  t ?  Anythe  apparent  back  here  t he  Nort  ry,  what  hat  hing  more?  
No.  It’s  really  quite  a  mystery.  It’s  even  unclear  whether  the  victim  was  alive  or  dead  when  Keyes  brough  hem  here,t  

apparently from  outside New York st e.  One of his met  o essent  ake people host  hat  h tat  hods  was  t  ially  t  age.  He  did  t  wit he  couriers  
in  Vermont for a  time,  and  there’s  also  chilling  video  footage  of Keyes taking  Samantha  Koenig  prisoner.  This  is  the  woman  he  
abduct  he  coffee  shop  in  Anchorage,  Alaska.  And  so  t  ha  t  im  is  buried  somewhere  here  ined  from  t  he  FBI  does  believe  t  his  vict  
the North Country, they’re just not sure where.  

Do  we  know  anything  about what  Keyes  here  and  why  he  chose  t  y  and  spend  t  he  Nortbrought  o  buy  propert  ime  in  t  h  
Country?  

Well,  what we  know  is  t  he  moved  around  t  ry  a  lot  ablished  caches  of  weapons  and  ot  athat  he  count  and  est  her  equipment  
various  locat  hey  did  confiscat  erials  from  t  able  t  he  owned.  Heions.  FBI  officials  say  t  e  some  mat  he  rundown  house  in  Const  hat  
also had family in  Maine,  where he spent time.  And he’s been  implicated in  four murders in  Washington  state,  so it appears that  
he  was  very  deliberate  in  a  tempt  o  use  t  ions  t  ,  choosing  victing  t  hese  various  locat  o  confuse  any  pursuit  ims  over  a  really  wide  
area.  

The federal officials that we’ve heard from, and that you talked to yesterday, have talked about eight possible victims so far.  
Could  there  be  more?  

You  know,  Mart  his  is  one  of  t  awful  things about this,  that the  FBI  just doesn’t know.  One  of the  things that’sha,  t  he  most  
particularly  nervous  for  us  in  the  Nort  ry  and  in  t  hat  he  t  hat  alked  about  argeth Count  he Adirondacks is t  one of t  hings t  he t  was t  ing  
people  at campgrounds,  at boat launches,  in  kind  of rural,  hiking  areas,  and  we  don’t  actually have  many  victims  who  fit  that  
profile  yet  here  could  be  ot,  so  t  hers.  

They’ve  begun  creating  this  timeline  of his  travel  using  credit  cards  and  other  evidence,  and  looking  at  missing  person  
cases  around t  ry.  One  ot  ail here  is  t Keyes  t  igat  hat least one  of his past murders hadhe  count  her  chilling  det  hat  old  invest  ors  t  at  
been investigated. Police, in that case, apparently decided that the death was an accident. So there’s a lot to sort through here.  

Prosecutors Wa  rmant To Be In  On  Pha  cy Inspection  
Associated  Press,  December 7,  2012  
BOSTON  — A  federal  judge  will  hear  a  request  he  t  or  in  Massachuse  t o  allow  represent ivesfrom  t  op  federal  prosecut  s  t  at  

of  her  office  to  be  present  while  victims’  attorneys  inspect  a  compounding  center  linked  to  a  deadly  nationwide  meningitis  
outbreak.  

U.S.  A  torney  Carmen  Ortiz,  whose  office  is  invest  ing  possible  charges  agains  tigat  he  Framingham-based  New  England  
Compounding  Center,  has  asked  Judge  Dennis  Saylor  IV  to  order  a  t  o  give  her  office  advance  not  heir  inspectorneys  t  ice  of  t  ion.  
Ort  s  t  o  get  est  s,  phot  aken  during  t  ion.iz also want he governmen  t  copies of t  result  ographs and  video t  he inspect  

NECC  is  under  investigation  for  dist  ing  a  st  he  deat  he  illnesses  of  more  tribut  eroid  blamed  in  t  hs  of  36  people  and  t  han  500  
others.  

St e and federal inspect  of pot ial cont  s,  including st  er and  mold.at  ions  found  a  host  ent  aminant  anding  wat  
Saylor  will  hold  a  hearing  Thursday.  
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Defense Intends To Appea  ysl,  Attorney Sa  
By  Emma  Perez  
Brownsville  (TX)  Herald,  December 7,  2012  
The  a t  will  appeal  his  public  corrupt  ed  convict  he  3  1/2-yearorney  for  Ray  R.  Marchan  said  his  client  ion-relat  ions  and  t  

sent  h  st e  Dist  Judge  Abel  C.  Limas.ence he received Thursday for bribing former 404t  at  rict  
U.S.  District Judge  Andrew  S.  Hanen  sentenced  Marchan,  who  will  remain  free  on  a  $100,000  unsecured  bond  unt  

direct  he  U.S.  Marshals  Service  t  o  a  U.S.  Bureau  of  Prisons  facilit  ant  orney  Michael  J.  Wynneed by t  o repor  t  y.  Assist  U.S.  A t  
had  request  hat  aken  int  ody.ed  t  Marchan  be  t  o  cust  

Following  a  hearing  in  federal  court in  Brownsville,  Hanen  sent  s  of  racketenced  Marchan,  55,  on  six  count  eering,  
conspiracy  t  racket  ing  ext ion,  and  mail  fraud.o  commit  eering,  aiding  and  abe  t  ort  

Hanen  also  st  ed  t  Marchan  cannot  ice  law,  and  must  y  service.ipulat  hat  pract  perform  100 hours of communit  
The  judge  recommended  that Marchan  a  t  program  and  t  he  receive  substend  an  anger  management  hat  ance  abuse  

counseling.  
For  his  part,  Marchan  told  Hanen  t  he  appreciat  he  t  and  resources  t  had  been  dedicat  o  that  ed  t  ime,  effort  hat  ed  t he  case.  
Bot  orney  Noe  Domingo  Garza  Jr.  declined  t  on  t  ence.  Garza  said  t  Marchanh  Wynne  and  defense  a  t  o  comment  he  sent  hat  

is  indigent and  t  an  a  t  ed  t  him  in  that  orney  would  likely  be  appoint  o  represent  he  appeal.  
From  t  t  he  jury  ret  y  verdict  Marchan  on  June  18,  Hanen  said  t  he  knew  t  hehe  momen  ha  t  urned  guilt  s  against  hat  ha  t  

sent  ed  Thursday.encing  would  be  a  painful  one,  he  recount  
Hanen issued the sentence with a “heavy heart,” he said, weighed by the knowledge that Marchan’s son is ill and the effect  

t  he  sentha  t  encing  would  have.  
T  ism,  and  t  Marchanestimony presented  at the hearing  showed that Marchan’s 19-year-old  son  suffers  from  severe  aut  hat  

is  the  primary  caregiver.  
Hanen  also  said  that he  t  ing  a  member  of  takes  no  pleasure  in  pu  t  he  legal  profession  in  jail.  
“It’s not good for the profession,” Hanen said, adding that it also “enforces stereotypes.”  
But,  pointing  t he  dut o  societ  he  not  ice,  Hanen  sent  o  42  monto  t  y  t  y  and  t  ion  of  just  enced  Marchan  t  hs  in  jail,  in  accordance  

wit he  sent  hs  t  hs.h t  encing guidelines,  of 41  mont  o 51  mont  
Wynne  and  fellow  prosecut  ant  orney  Oscar  Ponce  asked  for  t  orneys  Garzaor  Assist  U.S.  A  t  he  maximum,  while  defense  a  t  

and  Adela  Kowalski-Garza  asked  for  t  hs,  plus  a  reduct  of  t  s  of  t  ence  onhe  low  end  of  41  mont  ion  in  light  he  effect  he  sent  
Marchan’s son.  

Wynne  and  Ponce  called  several  witnesses  to  the  stand  at T  orney  Mikal  Wa  thursday’s  hearing,  including  a  t  s,  Norma  L.  
Martinez,  and  Jesus  Gerardo  Carmona.  

Carmona  testified  t  Marchan  represent  ha  that  ed  him  in  a  case  in  2009.  Carmona  said  he  had  a  back  injury  and  t  he  case  
se  t  he  remainder  wen  t  orney  fees  and  t  her  expenses.led  for  $475,000.  He  received  $52,800  and  t  o  a  t  o  pay  medical  and  ot  

Carmona  said  that he  learned  about  hs  ago  t  Marchan  had  not  o  a  medical  facilit  hatsix  mont  hat  paid  $14,000  t  y,  and  t  he  
had  talked  to  Marchan  who  offered  t  able  inst  he  money.  Carmona  refused  to  give  him  a  piano  and  a  marble  t  ead  of  t  he  offer.  

Under  cross-examination  by  Garza,  it was  not  ha  t  her  a  t  he  case,  and  t  ited  t  here  had  been  anot  orney  on  t  hat could  have  
been  an  accounting  error.  

Mart  ary  and  learned  t  her  not  amp  had  been  usedinez,  who  had  worked  for  Marchan,  said  she  had  been  a  not  hat  ary  st  
without her consent  ure had been forged  on a $120,000 promissory not  rustand her signat  e and  a deed  of t  .  

The  note  was  signed  “R Roman  Cisneros  de  M.”  According  to  FBI  Special  Agent Ryan  Flint,  “R Roman  Cisneros  de  M”  
was  actually  Marchan  who  had  “borrowed”  the  money  without  authority  from  an  award  made  to  client  Maria  Zapopan  Tapia  
Gonzalez,  whose  daughter  had  been  killed  in  a  fire  in  Brownsville.  

Flint said  t  according  t  ill  owed  her  about $75,000.hat  o  Tapia,  Marchan  st  
Marchan  had  worked  at Watts’  law  firm.  Watts  testified  that troubles  began  in  2001  and  that an  in-house  inquiry  showed  

t  Marchan  misapplied  about  he  firm.hat  $251 ,000  from  t  
Wa  t estified  that  he  didn’t  immediately  fire  Marchan  because  he  started  crying  and  begging  him  not  so.  Wattss t  to  do  

alleged  that Marchan  subsequently charged  about $44,000  of personal  expenses  on  the  firm’s  credit card,  and  that the  money  
was  deducted  from  Marchan’s fees, but problems persisted.  

“It  was  pervasive,”  Watts  testified.  Watts  said  that  Marchan’s  explanation  for  the  charges  was  that  he  had  judges  at his  
condominium  and  t  his  was  helping  tha  t  he  firm.  Marchan  was  fired  in  2006.  

64  

Document  ID:  0.7.6033.10295-000004  

http://www.brownsvilleherald.com/news/local/article_b3a52c0a-401f-11e2-8725-001a4bcf6878.html


                 

                  

                   
                        


  
                     

                     


                  
             

       
  

    
                  


        
                  

                     

         

                


                

         
                    

                     


                 
                 


                 

                 

                   

 

                   

                    


                   

        

          
               


                  

  

              
                


                      

      

                  
               


       
  
     

                 

                 

  

t

t

t

t t

t

t

t

t
t

t

t

t

The  defense  called  two  doctors  and  Marchan’s  former mother-in-law  who  t ified  at  h  abou  test  lengt  he  unique,  loving  and  
caring  relationship  between  Marchan  and  his  son  and  how  devast ing  it  o  separatat  would  be  t  e  Marchan  from  his  son.  

Wynne  said  tha  it is  unfortunate that the people who suffer the most from someone’s conduct are their loved ones.  
“I don’t think you’re a bad guy,” Hanen  told Marchan,  noting that he still has a  lot to offer and  can  be a productive member  

of t  y.he  communit  
A jury on  June 18 found Marchan  guilty on  seven  counts,  bu  t  ions were  reduced the  convict  o  six  on  Monday  when  Hanen  

acquitted Marchan  of one count of mail fraud.  Hanen  emphasized Thursday that he had  agreed  with the jury’s finding  of guilt on  
all  the  counts,  bu  t  as  a  ma  t  o  set  he  mail  fraud  counthat  er of law,  he had t  aside t  .  

Limas  has  pleaded  guilt o  racket  encing  is  slat  year.y  t  eering,  and  his  sent  ed  for  next  

Texa La  rs  ses  wyerGets  3½ Yea In  Corruption  Ca  
By  Christopher  Sherman  
Associated  Press,  December 7,  2012  
BROWNSVILLE,  Texas  (AP)  —  A  Sout  orney  convict  judge  in  exchange  for  legalh  Texas  a  t  ed  of  bribing  a  lower  court  

favors  was  sent  o  3½  years  in  prison  Thursday.enced  t  
U.S. District Judge Andrew Hanen said it was “painful” to sentence RayMarchan, whom he called a talented individual.  
Marchan  was  the  first of  a  dozen  suspect  up  in  a  four-year  invest  ion  of  former  st e  Dist  Judge  Abel  Limas  ts  swept  igat  at  rict  o  

go  to  trial.  Limas  has  pleaded  guilt  s  senty  and  await  encing.  
Marchan  in  June  was  convicted  on  seven  counts,  including  racket  his  week  overteering.  Hanen  t  urned  one  mail  fraud  

conviction.  
Prosecut  han  $11 ,000  in  2008 in exchange for favorable decisions.  Marchan’sors  accused  Marchan  of  paying  Limas  more  t  

defense  argued  he  was  just loaning  money  to  a  friend.  
At trial,  Limas  had  testified  that the  money Marchan  gave  him  was  to  head  off an  opposing  lawyer’s  attempt to  sanction  

Marchan  for  missing  a  court dat  o  land  an  appoint  as  a  guardian  ad  lit  em  represen  t  ereste  and  t  ment  em.  Guardians  ad  lit  he  int  s  
of people, often children,  in cases and Limas described the work during Marchan’s trial as “quick, easymoney.”  

Marchan  was  a  respect  igated  civil  lit  or  in  Brownsville.  He had  attended Rice University and graduated from  Stanford’s law  
school.  

Not  hat  be  able  t  ice  law  following  his  punishment  orney  Adela  Kowalski  Garzaing  t  Marchan  would  not  o  pract  ,  defense  a  t  
argued for the low end of the possible sentence. “This has already destroyed Mr. Marchan enough,” Garza said.  

Aft he sent  ot  han t  o an  appeal t  would  covermat  discussed iner  t  ence,  Marchan  declined  comment her  t  o  allude  t  hat  erial  not  
his  trial.  

Prosecutors  had  called  five  witnesses  in  effor  t  he  incident  h  Limas  was  not  ed  eto  show  t  wit  an  isolat  hical  lapse.  Lawyer  
Mikal  Wa  t est  hat  eight  ances  wheres  t ified  t  Marchan  had  worked  for  his  firm  for  about  years  before  being  fired.  He  explained  inst  
Marchan  was  holding  back  about $250,000  t  was  supposed  t  ribut  o  clienthat  o  be  dist  ed  t  s  and  lienholders.  Marchan  also  ran  up  
personal  expenses  on  his  firm  credit card,  he  said.  

Defense witnesses focused on  istMarchan’s relationship with his 19-year-old  aut ic  son.  
Marchan’s former mother-in-law,  Sarah  Graham,  t ified  t  Marchan’s son  is becoming  more aggressive.  He’s never leftest  hat  

alone.  Marchan  bathes  him,  shaves  him  and  sometimes  sleeps  with  him.  She  said  her daughter,  Marchan’s  ex-wife,  could  not  
handle  him  alone.  

She said she couldn’t imagine her grandson living without his father. “It would be devastating.”  
Assist  U.S.  A t  hat  a 19-year-old Russian  bride  int heant  orney  Michael  Wynne  reminded  Graham  t  Marchan  had  brought  o  t  

house  when  she  would  have  been  just a  couple  years  older  t  ed  at  eight reports  of  physicalhan  her  grandson.  He  also  cit  least  
abuse made by Marchan’s ex-wife  against Marchan.  

Hanen, over prosecutors’ objection, allowed Marchan to remain free on bond and show up on his own to prison.  
Copyright 2012  Associat  s  reserved.  This  mat  be  published,  broadcast  en,  ored  Press.  All  right  erial  may  not  ,  rewri  t  

redist  ed.ribut  

Va  wyerGets 42 Months In  Bribery Sca  llley La  nda  
By  Lynn  Brezosky  
San  Antonio Express-News,  December 7,  2012  
BROWNSVILLE  — A  federal  judge  Thursday  sent  orney  Ray  Roman  Marchan  tenced Rio  Grande  Valley a t  o 31/2 years  in  

federal prison for his role in  t  room  bribery scheme of former st e Dist  Judge Abel Corral Limas.he  court  at  rict  
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U.S.  District  Judge  Andrew  Hanen  said  it  was  with  a  “heavy  heart”  that  he  sentenced  a  talented  lawyer  in  a  case  that  
reinforced  st  ypes  and  t  he  legal  profession.ereot  arnished  t  

“As opposed  to  a win-win,  it’s  a lose-lose,” Hanen  said,  citing Marchan’s degrees  from  St  ies  andanford  and  Rice  universit  
his  inabilit o  ever  practy  t  ice  law  again.  

“Let me say,  Mr. Marchan,  for the record I don’t think you’re a bad guy,” Hanen said.  “I  still think you have a lot to offer your  
family,  yourself, and this country.”  

Marchan,  56,  t  he  court  he  t  rong,  clear  voice.hanked  t  for  t  rial  in  a  st  
He  had  little  comment  to  reporters  other  than  that  there  were  “some  unique  issues”  about  the  case  that  hadn’t  been  

addressed  bu  t  would  come  up  on  appeal.hat  
Hanen  allowed  him  to  remain  on  bail  pending  notificat  o  repor  tion  t  o  prison.  
The sentence of 42 months on  each  of a  six-count  ion  of racket  ort  o run  concurrentconvict  eering,  ext ion,  and  mail  fraud,  t  ly,  

falls  far below  t  he  charges  but  o t  he  41  o 51-mont  encinghe  maximum  of  20  years  possible  for  t  is  close  t he  low  end  of  t  - t  h  sent  
recommendation.  

Hanen on Monday threw out the jury’s conviction on one count ofmail fraud.  
Hanen  said he was  a  ist  entaffected by knowledge ofMarchan’s relationship with  19-year-old  aut ic  son,  a  large  and  pot ially  

violent young  adult  he-clock care  that defense  attorneys said  couldn’t be  provided by Marchan’swho  requires  round-t  ex-wife  or  
mother-in-law.  

Prosecut  orneys  during  t  ely  t  hey  were  sympat ic  t hat  quest  heion  a  t  he  approximat  hree-hour  hearing  said  t  het o  t ,  but  ioned  t  
example set by Marchan’s history of domestic violence,  his bringing home a Russian  bride just two years older than his son,  and  
his  smoking  marijuana.  

Prosecution  witnesses  including  attorney  Mikal  Watts,  who  once  employed  Marchan,  highlighted  Marchan’s  shady  
account  ices.ing  pract  

Wa  ts  described  how  Marchan  was  fired  from  the  firm  aft  ised  for  overbilling  clienter  years  of  being  chast  s  and  running  up  
t  housands of personal  expenses on  his corporat  card.ens  of  t  e  credit  

Jesus  Carmona,  another  government wit  ly  learned  t  Marchan  had  failed  tness,  said  he  only  recent  hat  o  pay  $14,000  in  
hospit  lemen  t  had  already  paid  out $70,000  to  Marchan.al bills from  a $175,000 se t  hat  

He  said  Marchan,  when  approached,  offered  t  h  a  marble  to  pay  him  back  wit  able  and  a  piano.  
Defense attorneys said Marchan was being made a scapegoat by a “vindictive” prosecution.  
“He’s  been  ridiculed  in  the  paper,  exposed.  ...  He’s  been  through  hell,”  defense  attorney  Adela  Kowalski-Garza  said.  

“T  hey still want 10 more months in prison?”hat’s not enough? T  
“The message that they’re sending is that you’d better not go to trial,” she said.  
Eight people  ent  y  pleas  following the FBI’s years-long probe into what they called the “cash-generating enterprise”ered  guilt  

ofLimas’ 404th District Court.  
Among them  is Limas,  who in  hopes of leniency provided  candid,  if not sordid,  t  estrial  t imony.  
Limas’ own  sentencing is set for April 3,  aft he  t  hal,  an  Aust  orney scheduleder  t  rial  of  alleged  accomplice  Marc  Rosent  in  a  t  

to  face  a jury in  February,  and  sentencing  in  March for former state  Rep.  Jose  Santiago  “Jim”  Solis,  who  pleaded  guilty in  April  
2011  t  ing  ext ion.o  aiding  and  abe  t  ort  

lbrezosky@express-news.net  

Money Laundering Charges  Filed Aga  r Deainst Ca  ler  
Nort  y (CA) Times, December 7,  2012h  Count  
The  owner  of  a  Grantville  auto  dealership  and  t  h  money  laundering  and  drug  sales  in  two  of  his  sons  were  charged  wit  wo  

separat  ors  in  San  Diego.e  cases  unsealed  Thursday  by  federal  prosecut  
The  charges  are  the  outcome  of  a  raid  by  federal  agent  he  Auts  Wednesday  morning  on  t  ohaus  car  dealership  on  Mission  

Gorge  Road,  and  t  homes  in  t  ernal  Revenue  Service,  FBI,  Drug  Enforcementwo  he  Del  Cerro  neighborhood.  The  Int  
Administration, Border Patrol, Sheriff’s Department and El Cajon police participated  in  the  raid.  

The  dealership  and  one  of  the  homes  is  owned  by  Amir  Bahador.  He  appeared  in  federal  court along  with  a  son,  Roman,  
and  four  others,  and  was  charged  with  conspiracy  t  ruct  ransacto  launder  money  and  engaging  in  st  ured  financial  t  ions.  

A  complaint said  t  in  April  and  August  posing  as  a  drug  dealer  spent  wohat  ,  an  undercover  federal  agent  $90,000  buying  t  
Mercedes-Benz  vehicles  from  Amir  and  Roman  Bahador.  

The  undercover  agent said  t  old  t  ha  t  he  proceeds  fromhe  pair  were  t  he  purchase  would  be  in  cash  and  t  he  money  was  t  
drug  sales.  
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The  complaint said  t  ed  bogus  document hat  he  car  was  purchased  by  someone  else.  The  fundshe  Bahadors  creat  s  t  said  t  
were  t  ed  in  mult  s  of  less  t  o  bank  account  rolled  by  Bahador  and  his  son,  co-ownershen  deposit  iple  deposit  han  $10,000  int  s  cont  
of t  o business.he  aut  

Federal  laws  require  banks  to  repor  to  t  ransact  horit  en  look  for  a  pa  the  IRS  all  t  ions  of $10,000  or more.  Aut  ies  oft  ern  of  
t  ions less t  hat  as a sign of possible money laundering.ransact  han  t  amount  

The  Bahadors  were  ordered  held  wit  bond  unt  rat  ick.  Amirhout  il  a  hearing  Tuesday  before  Magist e  Judge  David  Bart  
Bahador’s lawyer,  JeremyWarren, said outside of court that his client will vigorously contest the charges.  

Also  charged  in  t  iai,  who  t  said  helped  creat hehe  case  were  Mehdi  Rokhfirooz  and  Mahmoud  Reza  Shant  he  complaint  e  t  
false  documents;  Nicole  Madruga,  a  girlfriend  of  Roman  Bahador  alleged  to  be  involved  in  t  ransacthe  banking  t  ion;  and  Jeffrey  
Moody,  an  assistant of  Roman  Bahador  who  also  was  involved  in  t  ransacthe  banking  t  ions.  

In  a  second  case,  Brenton  Bahador,  another  son  of  Amir  Bahador,  was  charged  wit rying  th  t  o  purchase  five  kilograms  of  
cocaine  from  an  undercover  drug  agent in  November.  

The  complaint in  t  case  said  t  during  t  ransact  on  Bahador  offered  t rade  a  Bent  omobile  from  that  hat  he  t  ion  Brent  o  t  ley  aut  he  
Aut  he  drugs.  Also  charged  in  t  case  are  Jesse  Gonzalez,  Morgan  Dimmi  t  zke,  and  Reneeohaus  dealership  for  t  hat  ,  Eric  Leit  
Lewin.  They  all  were  described  as  lookout  ant  he  drug  deal.s  or  assist s  during  t  

All  five  were  also  ordered  held  wit  bail.hout  
Amir  Bahador  has  been  named  in  dozens  of  civil  suit  he  years  sts  over  t  emming  from  his  car  sales  business.  He  also  

pleaded guilt  o charges of dialing back odomety in 1988 in federal cour  t  er readings in  cars he sold.  
In  July  2009,  a  girlfriend  of  Bahador  also  won  a  t  raining  order  against  document  heyemporary  rest  him.  In  court  s,  she  said  t  

were  in  t  at  hat  h  when  he  began  punching  her  in  t  henhe  middle  of  an  argument  his  home  t  mont  he  face,  neck  and  head,  and  t  
t  he room.  She said he fled  and  she called 911 .hrew  her  across  t  

The  case  was  dismissed  in  December  2009  aft  h  of  t  o  show  up  for  court  o  have  t  raininger  bot  hem  failed  t  in  her  bid  t  he  rest  
order  extended.  

Hercules  Ma Sentenced To 18 Yea  ding Ra  cyn  rs For Lea  cketeering Conspira  
By  Katie  Nelson  
Cont  a (CA) Times, December 7,  2012ra  Cost  
SAN  FRANCISCO  —  he  nextA  Hercules  man  will  spend  t  18  years  in  prison  for  his  leadership  role  in  a  large-scale  

racket  ics  conspiracy  ateering  and  narcot  card  clubs  in  Emeryville  and  San  Bruno.  
Cuong  Mach  Binh  Tieu,  42,  pleaded  guilty  June  19  to  10  felony  count  o  spearhead  a  rackets,  including  conspiracy  t  eering  

organization,  conspiracy  to  manufact  hamphet  asy  and  conspiracy  t  ribut  o  ture  met  amine  and  ecst  o  dist  e  cocaine,  according  t he  
U.S.  Department of Justice.  

The  four-year  investigation,  conduct  he  FBI,  t  he  California  Depart  of  Justed  by  t  he  DEA,  t  ment  ice,  Bureau  of  Gambling  
Control,  and  the  IRS,  revealed  t  Tieu  served  as  a  leader  for  a  criminal  group  t  regularly  used  t  bothat  hat  he  cash  drawers  at  h  
Oaks Card Club in Emeryville and Artichoke Joe’s Casino in San Bruno to finance drug purchases, authorities said.  

On  June  30,  2009,  for  example,  Tieu  used  $30,000  from  Oaks  Card  Club  to  purchase  25  kilograms  of  ephedrine,  which  he  
used  to  help  manufacture  met  amine  and  ecsthamphet  asy.  

In addition to drug trafficking,  Tieu’s criminal organization worked with casino employees to openly engage in loan-sharking  
on  t  h bot  int  a week for  t  ribut  hehe  floor  wit  h  casinos.  The  loan  sharks  regularly  charged  10  percent erest  he  loans  dist  ed  in  t  
casinos,  officials  said.  

In  addition  to  his  220  mont  enced  ths  behind  bars,  Tieu  was  sent  o  a  five-year  supervision  period  once  he  is  released.  
Contact Kat  925-945-4780  or  follow  her  at  er.com/katie Nelson  at  Twi t  ienelson210.  

Autopsy:  Border Patrol Agent Fired Gun  10 Times  
Associated  Press,  December 6,  2012  
SAN  DIEGO  (AP)  —A  Border  Pat  in  Sout  and  killed  a  mot  er  she  hit  hrol  agent  hern  California  who  shot  her  of  five  aft  him  wit  

her vehicle  fired his  gun  10 times  from  the  hood  of her car as  he  t  o ge  t  o st  o an  autried  t  he  woman  t  op,  according  t  opsy  report  
released  Thursday.  

Valeria  “Munique” Tachiquin  Alvarado,  32,  suffered 14 gunshot wounds to her upper body,  the San  Diego County Medical  
Examiner  said.  Some  bullet  han  one  wound.s  may  have  caused  more  t  

The  autopsy  determined  t  .  28  deat  s  mult  wounds  as  the  Sept  h  was  a  homicide  and  list  iple  gunshot  he  cause.  
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Alvarado fled  a friend’s apartment in Chula Vista when  agents came with  an  arrest warrant for someone else,  according to  
the  autopsy,  mirroring  previous  st ement  ruck  an  agent  h  him  on  tat  s  from  police.  Police  say  her  car  st  and  she  drove  wit  he  hood  
for  about 200  yards.  

T  on  the  Alvarado’s  1994 Honda  Accord  after breaking  the  windshield,  firing his  pistol  until  she  stopped,he  agent held  to  
t  opsy  says.he  aut  

Alvarado’s blood tested positive formethamphetamine at 0.1  milligram  per  liter.  
Alvarado’s family has filed  a wrongful death  claim  against the Border Patrol,  saying  the agent who fired had  a long history  

of  misconduct in  a  previous  law  enforcement  have  been  on  t  reet  s  released  by  family  a  tjob  and  should  not  he  st  .  Document  orney  
Eugene  Iredale  say  the  agent,  34-year-old  Just  ,  was  suspended  four  t  including  crashing  a  patin  Tacke  t  imes  for  misconduct  rol  
car and violating suspects’ rights in the nearly four years that he worked as an Imperial County sheriff’s deputy.  

A  Border  Patrol  official  said  on  the  day  of  t  ing  t  he  agent  ional  Border  Pathe  shoot  ha  t  feared  for  his  life.  The  Nat  rol  Council,  
t  ing  agent  is  confident he  acted  properly.he  union  represent  s,  has  said  it  

The  Border  Patrol  has  been  involved  in  a  series  of  deadly  shootings  along  t  h  Mexico,  and  the  U.S.  border  wit  he  Homeland  
Security Department’s inspector general is reviewing the agency’s policies on  use  he ACLU Regional Center forof lethal force.  T  
BorderRight  s have killed  at  18 people since 2010.s  says  agent  least  

Copyright 2012  Associat  s  reserved.  This  mat  be  published,  broadcast  en,  ored  Press.  All  right  erial  may  not  ,  rewri  t  
redist  ed.ribut  

7 Members OfViolent S.W.  Phila. Drug Gang  
By  Joseph  A.  Slobodzian  
Philadelphia Inquirer,  December 7,  2012  
Seven  members  of  a  violent Sout  Philadelphia  drug  gang  t  prosecut  yrannized  t  ram  Villagehwest  hat  ors  say  t  he  Bart  

complex  for  most of  t  decade  were  found  guilt  hat  most  he  rest  heirhe  last  y  Thursday  of  crimes  t  could  put  behind  bars  for  t  of  t  
lives.  

The  seven  — members of a  gang known  on  the  street as  the  “Harlem  Boys,” “Young Hit Men,”  or “54”  — sat impassively  
as  t  rict  jury  ret  y  verdict  eering,  drug  conspiracy,  and  various  ot  s  involvinghe  U.S.  Dist  Court  urned  guilt  s  on  racket  her  count  
cocaine  sales,  assault,  and  guns.  

The  verdict sheet  hat  rict  engel  t  o  read  itwas  so  long  and  complex  t  Dist  Judge  Lawrence  F.  St  ook  nearly  a  half-hour  t  aloud  
after the jury of eight  urned t he courtmen  and  four  women  ret  o  t  room.  

The jury deliberated for about 13 hours since Tuesday aft est  rial t  began  Septer t imony in  a t  hat  . 24.  
Of 73  crimes  charged in  t  ment  ober 2010,  t  urned guilt  s onhe  original 139-page  indict  made  public in  Oct  he  jury ret  y verdict  

53,  including  the  most serious  racket  all  seven.  The  jury  also  acqui  t  he  seven  men  on  20  counteering  charge  against  ed  t  s,  most  
involving  firearms.  

Aft  he  jurors  for  t  ious  way  t  he  charges  and  evidence.erward,  even  defense  lawyers  praised  t  he  conscient  hey  parsed  t  
“This  is  the  best  system  in  the  world,  and  this  jury  actually  restored  my confidence,”  said  lawyer Christopher G.  Furlong,  

who represented Ramel Moten, 28, who prosecutors said was “lead gunman” for the Harlem Boys.  
Mot  he  jury  also  found  guilt  s  as  a  convict  omat  ols,en,  whom  t  y of 13  count  ed felon  possessing  an  arsenal  of semiaut  ic  pist  

rifles,  and  shotguns,  faces  a  mandatory  minimum  life  t  o  prosecuterm,  according  t  ors.  
Assist  U.S.  A  t  ore  L.  Ast  he  case  wit  or  Kat  heant  orney  Salvat  olfi,  who  handled  t  h  prosecut  ayoun  M.  Copeland,  also  praised  t  

verdict:  “All  of them  are  facing  a  maximum  sentence  of life  in  prison,  and  their  mandatory  minimum  sentences  vary from  125  
years  to  25  years  in  prison.”  

St  he seven  will be sent  he week ofMarch 4.engel  said  t  enced  t  
Astolfi  said  he  believes  the  prosecut  he  1 ,600  resident  he  Bartion  has  improved  life  for  t  s  of  t  ram  Village  Housing  

Development  h  and  56t  reet  he  colonial-era Bartram’s,  a  public  housing  complex  bordered  by  Lindbergh  Boulevard,  54t  h  St  s,  and  t  
Garden.  

“We  have  been  told  that  ever  since  Oct.  6,  2010,  things  have  been  much  different  there,  a  much  better  quality  of life,”  
Astolfi  added.  

In  addit  o  Mot  he  ot  y  are:  Reginald  St  okes,  21 ;  Khalilion  t  en,  t  hers  found  guilt  ephens,  34;  Merrell  Hobbs,  24;  Warren  St  
Allen,  34;  Hikeem  Torrence,  21 ;  and  Bryan  Hill,  27.  

All  except Allen  are  described  in  t  ment  ributhe  federal  indict  as  Harlem  Boys  drug  dist  ors  and  gunmen;  Allen  was  a  drug  
dist  or.ribut  

Alt  ences  are  relat  hings  in  life.hough  all  likely  face  decades  in  prison,  sent  ive,  like  all  t  
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Stokes’  lawyer,  former federal prosecutor Stephen  J.  Britt,  was congratulated by several defense lawyers because the jury  
acqui t  okes of t  s of using  and  carrying  a gun  during a crime of violence.ed  St  wo  count  

Those two counts, Britt said afterward, reduced Stokes’ mandatoryminimum sentence from 40 to 45 years to 15 years.  
During  trial,  witnesses  described  for  t  he  Harlem  Boys  seized  cont  ram  Village  the  jurors  how  t  rol  of  daily  life  in  Bart  hrough  a  

regime of threats and  random  violence  — against  hrea  t heir  cocaine  teven  people  who  posed  no  t  o  t  rade.  
Prosecutors  said  the  gang  used  beat  her  t  s  t  ivat heir  illicitings,  robberies,  and  ot  hreat o  cult  e  t  business,  and  leased  public  

housing  unit  he  complex  t  ash  drugs  and  guns.s in  t  o st  
Twenty  suspects  were  arrest  er  t  indict  t  wo-year  probe  by  ted  aft  he  first  men  wo  years  ago  following  a  t  he  U.S.  Bureau  of  

Alcohol,  Tobacco,  Firearms  and  Explosives,  and  t  han  half  pleaded  guilthe  Philadelphia  police.  More  t  y,  and  many  became  
prosecut  nesses  during  tion  wit  rial.  

The  jury  also  heard  from  seemingly  random  vict  rel  St  in  t  en  during  aims  such  as  Mut  uckey,  who  was  shot  he  back  by  Mot  
failed  robbery  a  t  near  t  s  in  2009.empt  he  project  

Like  the  rest,  Mot  he  project  art  reet  ook  cont  er  ten  grew up in  or around  t  s and  st ed  as  a st  dealer.  He  t  rol in  2007  aft he  first  
raids  by  federal  agents.  

The  case  agains  t  rat  horit  eering  laws,  once  reserved  forhe  group  illust ed  how  federal  aut  ies  increasingly  apply  racket  
organized  crime  rings  like  t  t ot  ent  Cont  Joseph  A.  Slobodzian  215-854-2985,he  Mafia,  o  her  criminal  erprises.  act  at  
jslobodzian@phillynews.com,  or@joeslobo on Twi ter.  Inquirer staffwrit  in  cont  ed t his arter  John  P.  Mart  ribut  o  t  icle.  

Chica  ny Owner Plea  cts  Schemego Truck Compa  ds  Guilty To Minority Contra  
Associated  Press,  December 6,  2012  
CHICAGO  (AP)  — An  owner  of  a  Chicago  dump  t  ified  as  a  minorit  yruck  company  cert  y-owned  business  has  pleaded  guilt  

t  o  use  his  business  as  a  fron  t  imillion-dollar  sewer  cleaning  cont  .o  a  fraud  charge  involving  a  scheme  t  o  win  a  mult  ract  
Jesse  Brunt,  who  owned  Brunt Brot  ruck  services,  ent  he  plea  agreement  ricthers  dump  t  ered  t  Thursday.  U.S.  Dist  Judge  

Milton  Shadur  set sentencing  for  March  8.  
Federal  prosecutors  say  Brunt’s  company  didn’t  perform  the  work,  instead  passing  it  to  other  companies  that  weren’t  

minorit  o  t  ,  Brunt  y  cont  s.y-owned.  According  t he  plea  agreement  secured  $3  million  in  cit  ract  
Anthony  Duffy  owned  Municipal  Sewer  Services.  He  pleaded  guilty  in  February  in  connect  h  tion  wit he  scheme.  
Copyright 2012  Associat  s  reserved.  This  mat  be  published,  broadcast  en,  ored  Press.  All  right  erial  may  not  ,  rewri  t  

redist  ed.ribut  

Robert  Fenn  Of  Herndon,  Va  l  Gra.,  Indicted  By  Federa  nd  Jury  For  Receiving,possessing  Child  
Pornography  

WUSA-TV  Washington,  December 7,  2012  
ALEXANDRIA,  Va.  (WUSA)  — An  element  eacher  from  Herndon  has  been  indictary  school  t  ed  by  a  federal  grand  jury  for  

receiving  and possessing  child pornography,  according t  orney for t  ern  Dist  ofVirginia.o  Neil  H.  MacBride,  U.S.  a  t  he  East  rict  
Robert Fenn,  27,  of  Herndon,  t  at  ary  School  in  Chant  o  his  arrest  ed  st eaught Poplar Tree  Element  illy,  Va.,  prior t  on  relat  at  

charges in  June 2012.  
Fenn  was  indicted  on  one  count of  receipt  ory  minimum  penaltof  child  pornography,  which  carries  a  mandat  y  of  five  years  

and  a  maximum  penalt  of  possession  of  child  pornography,  which  carries  a  maximumy  of  20  years  in  prison;  and  one  count  
penalt  ed.y of 10 years in  prison,  if convict  

According  to  court records,  Fenn  was  allegedly  ident  hrough  an  int  ional  init ive  named  Operatified  t  ernat  iat  ion  Gondola,  
which  originat  h  It  invest  ing  a  websit hat  o  child  pornographic  images  and/ored  wit  alian  law  enforcement  igat  e  t  offered  access  t  
video identified by the domain name “liberalmorality.com.”  

Court records  allege  t  Fenn  was  among  t  his  websit  er  found  numeroushat  hose  who  accessed  t  e  and  a  search  of  his  comput  
videos and  images of children  enduring  various forms of sexual  abuse.  

The  indictment specifically  alleges  t  Fenn  received  child  pornography  from  March  3,  2012  that  hrough  May  6,  2012,  and  
was  found  to have possessed  child  pornography on  June  12,  2012.  

Spy Ring To Revea  ilsl Dotcom  Deta  
By  David  Fisher  
New Zealand  Herald,  December 7,  2012  
The  t  int  ional  spy  ring  known  as  Echelon  will  have  t  her  it  ails  of  illegal  spying  onop-secret ernat  o  reveal  whet  received  det  

Kim  Dotcom.  
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The  order  for  the  intelligence  net  o  reveal  it  s  comes  aft  int he  bungled  handling  of  twork  t  s  secret  er  a  new  judgment o  t  he  
case  agains  t  ernet  e.he  alleged  int  pirat  

The  High  Court at  he  police  t  ails  eit  ing  t  ence  of  a  live  videoAuckland  ordered  t  o  produce  det  her  proving  or  discount  he  exist  
feed  of t  er cont  ory evidence from  a senior police officer.he  raid  aft  radict  

T case  is  aimed  at  the  heart  of New  Zealand’s  intelligence  arrangements  with  the  United  States  and  the  otherhe  now  
Echelon  partners  —  ralia,  Canada  and  BritAust  ain.  

The  secret group,  also  known  as  Five  Eyes,  collect  a  from  elect  works  around  t  hes  and  analyses  dat  ronic  net  he  world  for  t  
benefit of exchange bet  ries.ween  member  count  

The  order  for  the  Government Communicat  y  Bureau  (GSCB)  t  op-secret  ails  came  along  witions  Securit  o  reveal  t  det  h  an  
order  the  spy  agency  would  now  sit alongside  t  as  t  cont  o  probe  the  police  as  a  defendant  he  court  inued  t  he  unlawful  search  
warrant used in the raid on Dotcom’s north Auckland mansion.  

Chief High Court Judge Helen  Winkelmann  said the GCSB  would have to “confirm  all  entities” to which it gave  information  
sourced  through  its  illegal  interception  of Dotcom’s  communications.  She  said  her  order  included  “members  of Echelon/Five  
Eyes,  including any United States authority”.  

The  judgment also  recorded  Dotcom’s  suspicions  he  had  been  spied  on  at least six weeks  before  the  GCSB  admitted  to  
doing  so  and  sought det  o  whet  hers  had  been  swept  he  illegal  operatails as t  her ot  up in  t  ion.  

The  Crown  had  raised  concerns  about  “secrecy”,  saying  revealing  the  information  could  “compromise  New  Zealand’s  
national  security  interests”.  Justice  Winkelmann  said  the  concerns  —  he  GCSB  worked  witwhich  included  revealing  how  t  h  
“intelligence  allies”  —  hrough  t  ment  uart  ed  by  t  o  viewcould  be  managed  t  he  appoint  of  St  Grieve  QC.  He  was  appoint  he  cour  t  
t  informat  s  relevance  t he  case.op-secret  ion  and  judge  it  o  t  

She  also  cleared  t  com  and  his  co-accused  t  he  police  and  GCSB  for  damages  — although  she  saidhe  way for Dot  o sue  t  
“relief sought for the illegal search” included a copy of the data seized during the raid.  

The  judgment also  raised  quest  evidence  given  by  Det ive  Inspect  Wormald,  tions  about  ect  or  Grant  he  officer  who  
commanded  the  raid  on  the mansion.  It said  evidence  he had given  about possible  “live footage” of the raid  contradicted  earlier  
evidence  given  during  t  o  provide  evidence  from  a  senior  New  Zealand  officer  in  the  hearing.  The  police  were  ordered  t  he  US  
who told an internal publication he “monitored” the raid from FBI headquarters.  

Mr  Wormald  is  also  facing  quest  ot  est  er  he  assured  t  here  was  no  surveillance  ot  hanions  about her  t imony  aft  he  cour  t  her  t  
that carried out by police. The GCSB’s illegal spying operation later emerged.  

Kim  Dotcom  Cleared To Sue NZ Spy Agency  
By  Neil  Hume,  Sydney  
Financial  Times,  December 6,  2012  
Full-t  st  he  Financial  Times  are  available  t  he  link.ext ories  from  t  o  FT  subscribers  by  clicking  t  

UK Jury Convicts MemberOfActivist Group Anonymous In  Computer Denia  ckl-of-service  Atta  
By  The  Associated  Press  
Associated  Press,  December 6,  2012  
LONDON  — A  London  jury  convict  udent  he  hacking  group  Anonymous  on  Thursday  ofed  a  22-year-old  st  and  member  of  t  

taking  part in  cybera  tacks  on  several  major companies’ computer systems.  
Self-described  “hacktivist”  Christopher Weatherhead  showed  no  emotion  after being  convicted  of conspiracy to  impair the  

operation  of  computers.  The  a  t  t  es  of  Mast  hers.  Weatacks  hi  he  sit  erCard,  Visa,  PayPal  and  several  ot  herhead,  who  will  be  
sentenced  at a  lat  e,  could  face  up  ter dat  o 10 years in  prison.  

Three  co-conspirators  of  Weatherhead  pleaded  guilt o  ty  t he  same  charge  in  January  and  March.  
Prosecut  herhead  and  t  hers  t  ed  companies  in  t  ry  involved  inor  Russell  Tyner  said  Weat  he  ot  arget  he  music  indust  

combating  Internet  hat  opped  processing  online  donat  o  t  a-leaking  sitpiracy  and  firms  t  had  st  ions  t he  dat  e  WikiLeaks.  Tyner  said  
t  acks  cos  t  han  3.5  million  pounds  ($5.6  million).he  a  t  hese  companies  more  t  

Working  under  online  nicknames  including  “Nerdo”  and  “NikonElite,”  the  group  hit  their  targets  with  denial-of-service  
a  tacks  —  echnique  t  works  by  overloading  a  websit  h  ta  t  hat  e  wit raffic.  

They also used Facebook and Twi t o recruit  heir a t  o police.er  t  followers  and  publicize  t  acks,  according  t  
The  cybercrime  spree  focused  a  tention  on  Anonymous,  a  loose-knit  ion  of  Web-savvy  act  s  and  Intcollect  ivist  ernet  

pranksters  —  arget  s,  officials or corporat  y of politmany ofwhom have t  ed government  ions over a variet  ical grievances.  
Copyright 2012  Associat  s  reserved.  This  mat  be  published,  broadcast  en,  ored  Press.  All  right  erial  may  not  ,  rewri  t  

redist  ed.ribut  
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Student Convicted OverAnonymous Cyber-a ckstta  
The Guardian  (UK),  December 6,  2012  
A  key  member  of  t  ed  for  his  part  acks  on  Paypal  andhe  Anonymous  hacking  group  has  been  convict  in  a  series  of  cyber-a  t  

other  major  companies.  
Christopher  Weatherhead,  22,  who  used  t  he  int  ,  was  described  as  a  leading  player  in  the  name  Nerdo  on  t  ernet  he  

“distributed  denial  of service”  attacks.  He  worked  with  fellow  Anonymous  members  Peter Gibson,  24,  Ashley Rhodes,  28,  and  
Jake Birchall, 18, to bring down websites by flooding them with messages and requests under the banner “Operation Payback”.  

Weat  ed  on  one  count  o  impair  t  ion  of  comput  rary  t he  Criminal  Lawherhead  was  convict  of  conspiracy  t  he  operat  ers,  cont  o  t  
Act 1977.  

The  cyber-a  tacks  originally  target  he  music  indust  o  it  i-piracy  st  he  group  changed  ited  t  ry  in  response  t s  ant  ance.  Bu  t  s  plan  
after the backlash  against  heir release of classified datJulian Assange and WikiLeaks following t  a in  December 2010.  

Anonymous spent 10 days t  ing Paypal,  causing losses of £3.5m.arget  
London’s Southwark crown  court heard that PayPal was attacked  after it decided  not to process payments on  behalf of the  

Wau  Holland  Foundat  ion  involved  in  raising  funds  for  WikiLeaks.ion,  an  organisat  
Other  companies  target  ercard,  Visa  and  t  ish  Recorded  Music  Indust  ried  ted  included  Mast  he  Brit  ry  (BPI).  Anyone  who  t  o  

visit their websites was directed  to a page  displaying  the  message:  “You’ve tried  to bite the Anonymous hand.  You  angered the  
hive  and  now you are being stung.”  

A  jury  of  six  men  and  five  women  deliberat  le  more  t  wo  hours  on  Thursday  before  ret  y  verdicted  for  li  t  han  t  urning  a  guilt  
againstWeatherhead for his “integral role” in the attacks, which happened while he was studying at Northampt  y.on  Universit  

Weatherhead  looked  a  the  floor  t  o  his  parent  he  guilt  was  read  outhen  across  t  s  when  t  y  verdict  .  
Judge  Pet  ar  warned  him  he  could  face  jail  when  sent  a  lat  e  wit  hree  co-accused,  who  pleadeder  Test  enced  at  er  dat  h  his  t  

guilt  an  earlier  hearing.y  at  
“I  want to  have  as  much  information  as  possible  before  deciding  what should  happen  in  the  case  of these  four men,”  he  

said.  “I think these are serious offences to mymind, and I hope the defendant understands that.”  
The  t  hat  herhead  spent up to 10 hours  a day  online  and dreamed  of working for Amazon  or  Google.  Herial  heard  t  Weat  

refused t  hat  of t  ual  a t  o have been  t  ions manager for Anonymouso  admi  t  he  had  been  part  he  act  acks,  claiming  t  he  communicat  
and the creator of online chat  he a trooms  where  t  acks  were  planned.  

Weatherhead  told  t  he  was  an  observer  in  Oct  hers  carried  ou  t  ack  on  t  e  of  the  court  ober 2010  while  ot  heir a  t  he  websit  he  
Ministry ofSound,  causing  £9,000 damage.  

Neil Corre, defending, asked him: “Were there times when you were observing attacks while they were happening?”  
“Yes,” said Weatherhead, “I was quite interested. I did not believe that what was being discussed was actually possible.”  
The  st  port  he  Anonymous  group  by  chance  andudent  rayed  himself  as  an  ideological  dreamer  who  had  come  across  t  

agreed  with  its  st  censorship  on  t  ernetance  against  he  int  .  
“I  like the  freedom  of information  that is  on  t  of  t  hings.  When  youhe  web.  I  enjoy  spending  a  lot  ime  on  Wikipedia  reading  t  

can’t get information I feel abashed by that,” he told the court.  
Weat  il  sent  e ye  t  .herhead  was  freed  on  bail  unt  encing  in  January  on  a  dat  o  be  set  
The  hacker  is  banned  from  using  int  chat  ing  online  under  t  her  name  buternet  relays  or  post  he  pseudonym  Nerdo  or  any  ot  

his  own.  
Testar ordered him to be electronically tagged and subject to a midnight to 4am curfew at his parents’ home.  

U.K.  Convicts  Anonymous Member 'Nerdo' For DDoS Attack  
By  Dara  Kerr  
CNET News,  December 7,  2012  
In it  o st  hackers,  U.K.  court  ed  a member ofAnonymous for conspiracy.s  ongoing  pursui  t  rike  back  at  s  have  convict  
A  London  jury  found  Christopher  Weatherhead,  a  22-year-old  self described  “hacktivist,”  guilty of carrying  out a campaign  

of  Dist  ed  Denial  of  Service  a  t  major  credit  hat  o  process  online  donat  oribut  acks  against  card  companies  t  refused  t  ions  t  
WikiLeaks,  according to the U.K.’s Crown  Prosecution  Service.  The conviction  came after guilty pleas of three ofWeatherhead’s  
co-conspirators.  

“Christopher Weatherhead is  a cyber criminal  who waged  a  acks  onsophisticated  and  orchestrated  campaign  of  online  a  t  
the  computer systems  of several  major companies,”  prosecutor for the  CPS Organized Crime  Division  Russell T  ayner said  in  
statement.  “T  his  was  nothese  were  lawful  companies  with  ordinary  customers  and  hard  working  employees.  T  a  victimless  
crime.”  
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Dubbed  “Operation  Payback,”  Weatherhead  and  his  comrades  targeted  MasterCard,  Visa,  and  PayPal  when  the  
companies  cut off  access  t  music  industo  WikiLeaks.  They  also  launched  a  DDoS  campaign  against  ry  companies  involved  in  
combating  Internet  he  Brit  ry,  Minist  he  Int  ional  Federatpiracy,  including  t  ish  Recorded  Music  Indust  ry  of  Sound,  and  t  ernat  ion  of  
t  ry.he  Phonographic  Indust  

According  to  CPS,  these  t  t  han  $5.6  million  in  addit  affing,  softwo  campaigns  cos  he  companies  more  t  ional  st  ware,  and  
loss  of  sales.  

Weatherhead  used  the online  nicknames  “Nerdo”  and  “NikonElite”  and,  according  to  the  Associated  Press,  was  a student  
a  t  ime  he  was  nabbed  by  police.he  t  

T  s  of  this isn’t the first Anonymous takedown by U.K. police.  In March, authorities carried out a sweep of arrest  he loose-knit  
organization’s top tier hackers.  After the arrests, police announced that five men  in the U.K., Ireland,  New York,  and Chicago  had  
been  charged  wit  ed  offenses.h  hacking-relat  

Weatherhead’s sentencing is scheduled for January.  According  t he  Associat  ion  could  result in  up  too  t  ed  Press,  his  convict  
10  years  in  prison.  

Fa  sked,  OfAnonymousces,  Some Ma  
By  Nina  Metz  
Chicago Tribune,  December 7,  2012  
Two  years  ago  in  December,  Visa,  MasterCard  and  PayPal  cut off  all  financial  services  t  to  WikiLeaks.  This  left he  

controversial  website  blocked  off  from  accept  ions  —  at  hat  sit  h  members  of  ting  online  donat  a  st e  of  affairs  t  did  not  well  wit  he  
sprawling  Int  act  group  known  as  Anonymous,  which  let s  collect  launched  brief  (buternet  ivist  it  ive  displeasure  be  known  when  it  
a  t ion-getting) disruptions affecting each company’s website. Tent  hey called it Operation Payback.  

It was  only  a  ma  t  ime  before  prot s  spilled  int he  digit  is  wort  ing,  sees  ter  of  t  est  o  t  al  realm.  The  FBI,  it  h  not  hings  a  bit  
differently.  

Among t  ed in  t  -old Mercedes Haefer,  who is one of the first people to show her face in  “Wehose  indict  he case was 19-year  
Are  Legion:  The  Story of the  Hacktivists,”  the  documentary (which  screens  Friday courtesy of Chicago  Filmmakers)  that traces  
the  origins  of  Anonymous  and  peels  back  the  layers  of  t  hat  ed  this  amorphous,  ever-changing  group  t  has  adopt  he  Guy  Fawkes  
mask  as  it  y  and  unofficial  logo.s  public  iden  it  

For  obvious  reasons,  Haefer  doesn’t  have  to  obscure  her  identity  these  days.  “T  seem  he  angryhey  pretty  shocked  by  t  
belligerent teenager they dragged  out of bed that day,” she says to the camera,  referring  to the law enforcement raid  on  the  day  
of her arrest. “I don’t know if it was just that I  was 19 or a girl, but they didn’t expect this.”  

Haefer’s  case  has  ye  to  go  to  t  if  convict  he  felony  charges  against  entrial,  but  ed  of  t  her  (including  conspiracy  and  int ional  
damage  to a protect  er) t  ies  could be  st  o 15 years  in  prison  and  a half-million-dollar fine.  A verdicted  comput  he  penalt  iff,  up  t  in  
her favor could have far-ranging implicat  -ins could be classified  as a new form of civil disobedience.ions  as  well;  cyber  sit  

It wouldn’t be  unprecedented.  When  hackers  took down  the  website  of Lufthansa  in  protest of the  airline’s  involvement in  
t  at  s  ruled  in  2006  t  he  act  imat  est  o  homehe  deport ion  of  refugees,  German  court  ha  t  ion  was  a  legit  e  form  of  prot .  A  case  closer  t  
(t  det  he  film)  concerns  Chicagoan  Jeremy  Hammond,  a  self-proclaimed  “electronic Robin  Hood”  who  standshough  not  ailed  in  t  
accused  of  hacking  the  servers  of  Strat  ing  (known  as  St for),  a  privat  elligence  cont  or  sometegic  Forecast  rat  e  int  ract  imes  referred  
t  he  shadow  CIA.  Hammond  has  been  held  wit  bail  since  his  arrest  rial  is  se  t  year.o  as  t  hout  in  March;  his  t  o  begin  next  

Beckie  St  i,  who  programs  t  Chicago  Filmmakers,  t  s  will  be  on  hand  for  a  Q&A  panelocche  t  he  lineup  at  ells  me  local  expert  
aft he screening,  along  witer  t  h  filmmaker  Brian  Knappenberger,  who  will  be  Skyping  in  from  Los  Angeles.  

“A lot of my  work has  been  about technology and  its  affect  on  our lives  and  culture,”  he  said  when  we  spoke  earlier this  
week.  A veteran  of PBS’s “Frontline,” the National Geographic Channel  and Discovery,  he first took notice  of Anonymous when  
t  he Church  ofScienthe  group  hacked  t  ology  in  2008.  

“But  when  they  attacked  MasterCard,  Visa  and  PayPal  because  of WikiLeaks,  that  was  a  much  bigger action,”  he  said.  
“You  could tell  something  new was happening  and they were building  up a head  of steam,  and I  wanted to follow along  and  see  
what happened.” T  no  witter numbers are staggering.here  is  telling  exactly how many people affiliate  with Anonymous,  but the  T  
@YourAnonNews  has  more  than  700,000  followers;  several  other  Anonymous-run  Twi  t  s  have  followers  in  ter  account  he  
200,000 range.  That adds up t  of casual part  s who can be harnessed  when  t  ive ire is sto  a  lot  icipant  he  collect  oked.  

About half of the people interviewed in  Knappenberger’s film  disguise their appearance behind  a Guy Fawkes mask.  But it  
is  surprising  t  as  many  make  no  a  t  o  hide  t  ies,  including  Mike  Vit  ,  gold  chaino  see  just  emp  t  heir  iden  it  ale,  whose  black  T-shirt  
and  good-natured  trash  t  o  mind  a  macho  swagger  t  flies  in  t  ereotalk bring t  hat  he face of hacker st  ypes.  
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“Anonymous was kind  of like the big,  strong buff kid  who had low self-est  hen  all  of  a  sudden  punched  somebodyeem  and  t  
in the face and was like,  ‘Holy sh--, I’m really strong,’” he says in the film.  “If you are going to violate the freedoms of the Internet,  
you  cert  er  wat  he  f--- out.”ainly be t  ch t  

T  er  Fein,  who  have  been  act  rying  t  he  Int  runninghat’s been  the ethos  of  people  such  as  Pet  ively  involved  in  t  o  keep  t  ernet  
in  the  Middle  East;  Fein  was  instrumental  in  helping Egyptians  subvert  the  government’s  Internet  shutdown  in  2011  amid  the  
upheaval.  

“Anonymous is like  a loudspeaker,” Knappenberger said  of the  group,  which  expands and  contracts depending  on  what is  
being protested.  “They’re saying  ‘We don’t agree with  a certain  activity’  — what’s going  on  in  Syria  or in  Gaza,  for example.  But  
how  much  damage  in  the  big  scheme  of  things  is  Anonymous  doing?  They  have  a  flair  for  t  heat  he  polithe  t  rical  and  t  ics  of  
spectacle. And that’s what they’re good at— they’re really good at that.”  

Of  course  Anonymous  has  violat  he  very  freedoms  it  Hal  Turner,  who  ised  t  champions.  The  noxious  New  Jersey  radio  host  
an  almost cart  e  supremacist  rolled  by  members  of  Anonymous,  an  act  hatoonishly  offensive  whit  ,  was  hacked  and  t  ion  t  forced  
him  out of  business  by  ensuring  t  he  accrued  t  h  bills.  (Turner  has  a  Chicago  connecthat  housands  of  dollars  in  bandwidt  ion  as  
well; last year he  was  convict  aft wo  mist  of t  ening t  hree  Chicago  appellat  judges  for ted  —  er  t  rials  —  hreat  o  kill  t  e  court  heir  2009  
ruling  upholding  handgun  bans  in  Chicago  and  Oak  Park.)  

It’s  easy  to  get  behind  Anonymous  when  they  go  aft  —  il  you  st  o  consider  t ,  aser  guys  such  as  Turner  unt  op  t  hat  
Knappenberger put it,  “T  a  T  sureurner has  right to spew whatever nonsense he wants.  hat’s what Anonymous fights for:  making  
speech  isn’t repressed.  So  there’s a huge  contradiction  there,  trying  to  silence  people  you  don’t like,  coming  from  a freedom  of  
speech  group.  

“But one of the things I like about Anonymous,” he said,  “is that this irony is not lost on  them.  They are deeply immersed in  
that discussion.  A good  saying  about Anonymous  is  that  ‘Anonymous  is  not  unanimous.’  T  onhere’s  this  huge  argument going  
about what are appropriate targets and why? That’s a really interesting discussion to be having right now.”  

“We  Are  Legion”  (presented  by Chicago  Filmmakers)  screens  -7:30  p.m.  Friday  at Columbia  College,  followed  by  a  post  
show  discussion  wit  or  Brian  Knappenberger  via  Skype.  Go  th  direct  o  chicagofilmmakers.org.  

Holiday  film  roundup,  part I  
The Community Bank ofOak ParkRiver Forest hosts a screening of “Miracle on 34th Street” at 10 a.m. Saturday and “How  

the Grinch Stole Christmas” at 10 a.m. Dec. 15. at the Lake Theatre in Oak Park. Admission is free. Go to cboprf.com.  
Holiday  film  roundup,  part II  
In  Downers  Grove,  the  Tivoli  Theatre’s  annual  Holiday Classic  Film  Festival  begins  this  week  h  Katwit  harine  Hepburn  in  

“Holiday”  (Sunday);  Debbie  Reynolds  in  “Susan  Slept  Here”  (Monday);  Bill  Murray  in  “Scrooged”  (Tuesday);  Bing  Crosby  in  
“White  Christmas”  (Wednesday);  and  Chevy  Chase  in  “National  Lampoon’s  Christmas  Vacation”  (Thursday).  A  midnight  
screening of “Planes, Trains and Automobiles” takes place Dec. 29. Go to classiccinemas.com.  

Holiday  film  roundup,  part III  
Nothing  beats  a  Christ  heater,  built in  1927.  Tmas  movie  screened  in  an  old-school  movie palace  like Chicago’s Patio T  his  

weekend  it’s  “A Christmas  Story”;  “White  Christmas”  plays  the  following  weekend  and  “It’s  a Wonderful  Life”  on  Dec.  22.  Go  to  
pat heat  .iot  er.net  

nmet  ribune.comz@t  
Twi  t  zNewser  @NinaMet  

22-Yea  ckerConvicted In  Londonr-Old Anonymous Ha  
By  Stephanie  Mlot  
PC Magazine,  December 7,  2012  
A  London  jury  convict  he  Anonymous  hacking  group  for  his  part  ion  in  cyber  a  t  aed  a  young  member  of  t  icipat  acks  against  

number  ofmajor  companies.  
Christopher  Weatherhead,  22,  was  convict  o  impair  t  ion  of  comput  o  ted  of  conspiracy  t  he  operat  ers,  according  t he  

Associat  er  he  and  t  her  Anonymous  members  hacked  int he  syst  erCard,  Visa,  PayPal,  anded  Press,  aft  hree  ot  o  t  ems  of  Mast  
several  others.  

Weatherhead  (pictured),  who  went by the  online  handles  “Nerdo”  and  “NikonElite,”  will  be  sentenced  at  a later date,  and  
could  face  up  to 10 years in  prison.  

The  a  t  he  companies  involved  more  t  ed  at firms  in  theacks,  which  cos  t  han  3.5  million  pounds  ($5.6  million),  were  direct  
music  industry  working  toward  ending  Int  piracy,  prosecut  old  t  herhead  and  his  ternet  or  Russell  Tyner  t  he  AP.  Weat  eam  
managed  to  overload  the  companies’  websites  with  traffic  by  serving  denial-of-service  a  t  urned  tacks.  They  also  t  o  social  
networking  to  recruit  heir  a  t  old  tfollowers  and  publicize  t  acks,  police  t  he  AP.  
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In  Sept  land  Yard  arrest  herhead  and  co-conspirat  er-ember  2011 ,  Scot  ed  Weat  or  26-year-old  Ashley  Rhodes  for  comput  
relat  he  t  ed  in  January in connection with Scotland Yard’s Anonymous investigation.ed  crimes;  t  wo  were  previously  arrest  

The attacks date back to late 2010,  when  “Operation  Payback” targeted  various sites that served  as WikiLeaks opponents,  
including many where millions of users’ personal information is stored.  Once  t  ed,  Anonymous  had  a  the  carnage  was  count  acked  
PayPal,  Mast  Finance,  Visa.com,  and Amazon,  all  ofwhich had pulled t  forWikiLeaks.erCard,  Swiss  bank  Post  heir  support  

By  the  end  of  July  2011 ,  the  hacker  group  ret  o  wreak  havoc  on  PayPal  once  more,  launching  Operaturned  t  ion  PayPal.  
The  t  ion  websit  edly  t  ed  just  mont  h  Symant  hers,  on  Nov.  5,  or  Guyransact  e  was  report  arget  last  h,  along  wit  ec,  NBC,  and  ot  
Fawkes  Day.  But PayPal  denied  t  any  a  t  ook  place.hat  ack  ever  t  

FormerAnonymous MemberConvicted In  Atta  inst Pa  l,  Ma  rd,  Visacks  Aga  yPa  sterCa  
By  Lucian  Const inant  
ComputerWorld,  December 7,  2012  
IDG  News  Service  — A  22-year-old  U.K.  man  was  convict  in  a  series  of  dist  ed  denial-of-serviceed  for  his  involvement  ribut  

a  tacks  launched  by  the  hackt  group  Anonymous  against  erCard,  Visa  and  otivist  PayPal,  Mast  her companies in  2010.  
Christ  herhead,  of  Nort  convicted  T  at  on  oneopher  Weat  hampton,  U.K.,  was  hursday  London’s  Southwark  Crown  Court  

count  of  conspiracy  to  impair  the  operation  of  computers,  contrary  to  the  U.K.  Criminal  Law  Act  of  1977,  the  U.K.’s  Crown  
Prosecut  .ion  Service  said  in  a  blog  post  

Weatherhead,  who  used  the  online  handle  “Nerdo,”  was  arrested  in  January 2011  and  was  charged  in  September  that  
same yearwit  erh  comput -related offenses in relation to Anonymous’ “Operation Payback” attack campaign.  

Denial-of-service  attacks  launched  as  part  of  “Operation  Payback”  originally  targeted  companies  and  organizations  from  
t  ry  t  were  involved  in  combat  he  campaign  lat  ched  it  oward  PayPal,he music indust hat  ing  online  piracy.  However,  t  er swit  s focus  t  
MasterCard,  Visa  and  other  financial  companies,  because  of  t  o  st  ions  or  providing  otheir  decision  t  op  processing  donat  her  
services  to  Wikileaks.  

Three  ot  ed  in  t  ion  wit he  same  a  t  er  Gibson,her  men  arrest  he  U.K.  in  connect  h  t  acks,  Jake  Birchall,  Ashley  Rhodes  and  Pet  
pleaded guilt  his year t  each of conspiracy t  he operat  ers.y earlier t  o one count  o impair t  ion  of comput  

According  to  the  Crown  Prosecut  he  DDoS  a  t  PayPal,  Mast  he  Brition  Service,  t  acks  cost  erCard,  Visa,  t  ish  Recorded  Music  
Indust  ry  of  Sound  and  t  ernat  ion  of  t  ry  APS3.5  million  ($5.6  million)  inry,  Minist  he  Int  ional  Federat  he  Phonographic  Indust  
addit  affing,  softional  st  ware  and  loss  of  sales.  

Russell  Tyner,  crown  advocat  he  CPS  Organised  Crime  Division,  described  Weat  at  Thursday  ase  for  t  herhead  in  a  st ement  
a “cyber criminal  who waged  a sophisticated  and  orchestrated  campaign  of online  attacks.” T was not ahis  victimless  crime,  he  
said.  

During  his  hearing  on  Thursday,  Weat  old  t  hat  o  some  of  t  acks  and  onlyherhead  t  he  cour  t  he  was  only  an  observer  t  he  a  t  
acted  as  communications  manager  for  Anonymous,  t  rooms,  The  Guardian  reportaking  care of some chat  ed.  

The  judge  said  t  he  want o  have  as  much  informat  encing  Weat  he  ot  hreehat  s  t  ion  as  possible  before  sent  herhead  and  t  her  t  
co-conspirat  described  t  ha  t  ime.ors,  but  he  offenses  as  serious  and  warned  t  hey  could  face  jail  t  

Weatherhead  was  released  on  bail  and  is  banned  from  using  Internet  rooms  and  postchat  ing  online  under  a  different  
name  aside  from  his  own.  He  will  be  sent  year  at  e  t  has  ye  t  .enced  in  January  next  a  dat hat  o  be  set  

‘Anonymous’ Hackers Convicted OfTargeting PayPa  sterCal,  Ma  rd  
By  Lindsay  Fortado  
Bloomberg  News,  December 6,  2012  
Four hackers from  the  online  group  “Anonymous” were  convicted  of conspiring  to attack the websites of Visa  Inc.,  PayPal  

Inc.,  Mast  hers.erCard  Inc.  and  ot  
Christopher  Weatherhead  was  found  guilt oday  and  t  s  —  Jake  Birchall,  Ashley  Rhodes  andy  t  hree  of  his  co-defendant  

Pet  pleaded  guilt  a  London  criminal  cour  t  o  impair  t  ion  of  comput  he  Crowner  Gibson  —  y  earlier  at  o  conspiring  t  he  operat  ers,  t  
Prosecut  at  oday.ion  Service  said  in  a  st emen  t  

“Weatherhead is a cyber-criminal  who  waged  a  sophisticated  and  orchest ed  campaign  of  online  a  t  he  computrat  acks  on  t  er  
systems of several major companies,” said Russell Tyner, a lawyer from the prosecutors’ organized crime division.  

The  four  also  targeted  t  ish  Recorded  Music  Indust  ry  of  Sound  and  t  ernat  ion  of  the  Brit  ry,  Minist  he  Int  ional  Federat  he  
Phonographic  Industry,  prosecutors  said.  The  a  t  t  han  3.5  million  pounds  ($5.6  million)  in  extacks  cos  he  companies  more  t  ra  
st  ware  and  sales  losses.affing,  soft  

U.K.  police  have  been  investigating  “hacktivist”  collectives  Anonymous  and  LulzSec  for  conducting  denial-of- service  
a  tacks,  which  flood  computer  net  h  request  ion  unt hey  shutworks  wit  s  for  informat  il  t  down.  
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To  cont  he  report  his  st  ado  in  London  at  ado@bloomberg.netac  t  er  on  t  ory:  Lindsay  Fort  lfort  
To  cont  he  edit  his  st  hony  Aarons  at  .ac  t  or  responsible  for  t  ory:  Ant  aaarons@bloomberg.net  

British  'Ha  ce  Ja  tta  yPa  use  It  Wouldn'tcktivist'  Could  Fa  il  After  Helping  Cyber-a ck  On  Pa  l  Beca  
Process WikiLea  tionsks Dona  

By  Martin  Robinson  
Daily Mail  (UK),  December 7,  2012  
A leading  British  member of the  ‘Anonymous’  hacking gang  was  oday  convict  at  ackst  ed  for  a  series  of  devast ing  cyber-a  t  

on some of the world’s biggest companies..  
On  one  occasion  ‘hacktivist’  Christopher  Weatherhead  helped  target PayPal  because  it  would  not process  donations  for  

the fundraising arm  ing  itof Julian Assange’s  WikiLeaks,  cost  £3.5million.  
The  self-confessed ‘idealist’ boasted online he would ‘rape’ and ‘kill’ the companies Anonymous attacked.  
Today  t  he  unanimous  guilt  was  ret  in  dist  ed  denial  ofhe  22-year-old  remained  impassive  as  t  y  verdict  urned  for  his  part  ribut  

service, or DDoS, attacks, which made the victim’s website suddenly crash.  
The DDoS a tacks paralysed  computer syst  hem  wit  olerable number of online requestems  by  flooding  t  h  an  int  s.  
Victims would be  directed  to  a page  displaying  the  message:  ‘You’ve  tried  to bite  the  Anonymous  hand.  You  angered  the  

hive and now you are being stung.’  
Weatherhead  was  studying  at  hampt  y  when  he  joined  t  acked  sitNort  on  Universit  he  cyber  campaign  which  also  a  t  es  

including  Mast  ry  of  Sound,  t  ish  Recorded  Music  Indust  he  Int  ional  Federat  heerCard,  Visa,  Minist  he  Brit  ry  (BPI)  and  t  ernat  ion  of  t  
Phonographic  Industry  (IFPI).  

Weatherhead,  who used the internet name Nerdo,  also discussed the idea of attacking Lily Allen’s website in  retaliation  for  
her  public  ant  ance.i-piracy  st  

Prosecutor Sandip Patel  said:  ‘Christopher Weatherhead,  the  defendant,  is  a  acker,  and  t  he,  and  otcyber-a  t  hat  hers  like  
him,  waged  a  sophisticated  and  orchest ed  campaign  of  online  a  t  hat  arget  er  systrat  acks  t  paralysed  a  series  of  t  ed  comput  ems  
belonging to companies, to which they took issue with forwhatever reason, that caused unprecedented harm.’  

Mr  Patel  said  ‘Operation  Payback’  had  originally  targeted  companies  involved  in  the  music  industry  and  opponents  of  
internet piracy, but was later ‘broadened’ to include new objectives, including PayPal.  

PayPal  was  a  t  er  it  o  process  payment  he  Wau  Holland  Foundat  ionacked  aft  decided  no  t  s  on  behalf  of  t  ion,  an  organisat  
involved  in  raising  funds  for  WikiLeaks.  

Bet  he  victim of a series of attacks ‘which caused considerable damage to itsween  December 8  and  17,  2010,  PayPal  was  t  
reputation and loss of trade’.  

Weatherhead  had  denied  a  charge  of  conspiring  to  impair  t  ion  of  comput  ween  August 1 ,  2010  andhe  operat  ers  bet  
January  22  last year.  

The jury of six men and five women  returned the guilt  aft  le more t  wo hours of deliberaty  verdict er  li  t  han  t  ions.  
PayPal  also  had  to  pay  for  further  soft  o  defend  against  ure  a  tware  and  hardware  t  similar  fut  acks.  
That,  combined  with  t  rading,  cos  the loss of t  he firm  £3.5million.  
Cost  her  vict  ant  es  aft  h  messagesly:  PayPal  and  ot  ims  suffered  const ly  crashing  websit  er  being  bombarded  wit  
The  amoun  the  hacking  cost Mast  given  bu  t  ,  in  an  int  relay  chaterCard  and  Visa  was  not  he  defendant  ernet  (IRC)  channel  

conversat  h  someone  called  Tion  wit  red,  boasted:  ‘We  have  probably  done  some  million  pound  of  dmg  [damage]  to  mc  
[MasterCard].’  

The BPI  was a t  ember 2010,  cost  £3,996 for online securit  heracked  on  19  and 20 Sept  ing it  y and hundreds of pounds in  ot  
costs.  

Four websit  he  Minist  arget  wo  separat  acks  bet  ober 2010,  whiches  run  by t  ry  of Sound  were  t  ed in  t  e a t  ween  2 and 6 Oct  
cos  t  ional  st  ware and loss of sales.he  company  around  £9,000  in  addit  affing,  soft  

Mot  herhead  was  one  of  several  people  who  t  ed  PayPal  because  t  process  donat  o  Julianive:  Weat  arget  hey  would  not  ions  t  
Assange’s WkiLeaks  

The  financial  cos  to  the  IFPI  was  more  t  s  websit  was  hacked  bethan  £20,000  as  it  e  was  down  for  nine  days  when  it  ween  
27 November and  6 December 2010.  

Weatherhead  painted  himself  in  court  umbled  across  tas  an  ideological  dreamer,  who  st  he  Anonymous  group  by  chance  
and  agreed  wit s  st  he  int  .h  it  ance  on  censorship  on  t  ernet  

‘I like the freedom of information on that is on the web’, he said.  
‘I enjoy spending a lot of time on Wikipedia reading things.  
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‘When you can’t get information I feel abashed by that’.  
Three  other  defendants  had  already  pleaded  guilt o  ty  t he  charge.  
They  are  Ashley  Rhodes,  27,  of  Camberwell,  sout  er  Gibson,  24,  of  Harth  London;  Pet  lepool;  and  Jake  Birchall,  18,  from  

Chester.  
No  dat  encing  but  encing  report  he  four.e  was  fixed  for  sent  pre-sent  s  were  ordered  for  t  
Judge Peter Testar said:  ‘I  am not making any promises at all by allowing bail and ordering a  encing  reportpre-sent  .  This  is  

a  serious  offence  and  I  hope  the  defendant understands that.’  
Russell Tyner,  Crown  Advocate for the CPS Organised Crime Division,  said:  ‘ChristopherWeatherhead is a cyber criminal  

who waged  a sophist  ed  and  orchest ed  campaign  of online a t  he comput  ems of several major companies.icat  rat  acks  on  t  er  syst  
‘A  self-styled  “hacktivist”,  Weatherhead  and  his  fellow  conspirators  targeted  companies  in  the  music  industry involved  in  

combating  internet  hat  opped  processing  online  donat  o  WikiLeaks.  Their  campaign  of  a  tpiracy  and  companies  t  had  st  ions  t  acks  
cos  t  ional  st  ware  and  loss  of  sales.hese  companies  over  £3.5  million  in  addit  affing,  soft  

‘T  his was not a victimless crime.’hese were lawful companies with ordinary customers and hard working employees. T  

George Zimmerma Sues  NBC And Reportersn  
By  Mike  Schneider  
Associated  Press,  December 6,  2012  
ORLANDO,  Fla.  (AP)  — George  Zimmerman  sued  NBC  on  Thursday,  claiming  he  was  defamed  when  t  work  edithe  net  ed  

his 911  call t  er t  ing ofTrayvon  Mart o make it  .o police aft he shoot  in  t  sound like he was racist  
The  former  neighborhood  wat  eer  filed  t  seeking  an  undisclosed  amount of  money  in  Seminole  County,ch  volunt  he  lawsuit  

out  he  complaint  hree  report  he  st  elevisionside  Orlando.  Also  named  in  t  were  t  ers  covering  t  ory  for  NBC  or  an  NBC-owned  t  
st ion.at  

The  complaint said  t  he  edit  ed  emot  ress  on  Zimmerman,  making  him  fear  for  his  lifehe  airing  of  t  ed  call  has  inflict  ional  dist  
and  causing  him  t  y.o  suffer  nausea,  insomnia  and  anxiet  

The  lawsuit claims  NBC  edit  o  a  dispat  February.  In  ted  his  phone  call  t  cher  last  he  call,  Zimmerman  describes  following  
Martin  in the gat  y where he lived,  just  s before he fat  he 17-year-old t  ated  communit  moment  ally  sho  t  een  during  a  confront ion.  

“NBC  saw  rayvon  Martin  not  as  a tragedy but  as  an  opportunity  to  increase  ratings,  and  so  set  about  tothe  death  of T  
create a myth that George Zimmerman was a racist and predatory villain,” the lawsuit claims.  

NBC  spokeswoman  Kathy  Kelly-Brown  said  the  net  rongly  disagreed  wit he  accusat  he  complaintwork st  h t  ions made in  t  .  
“There was no intent to portrayMr. Zimmerman unfairly,” she said.  “We intend to vigorously defend our position in court.”  
Three employees of t  work or it  e los  t  he changes.he net  s Miami affiliat  heir jobs because of t  
Zimmerman  is  charged  with  second-degree  murder  but haos  pleaded  not  y,  claiming  selfguilt  -defense  under  Florida’s  

“stand your ground law.”  
The  call  viewers  heard  was  trimmed  to  sugges  t  Zimmerman  volunt  o  police,  wit  ing,  t  Marthat  eered  t  h  no  prompt  hat  in  was  

black: “This guy looks like he’s up to no good. He looks black.”  
Bu  t  ion  of t  ape  t was  delet  he  911  dispat  he  person  who  had  raised hishe  port  he  t  hat  ed  had  t  cher  asking  Zimmerman  if  t  

suspicion was “black, white or Hispanic,” to which Zimmerman responded, “He looks black.”  
Copyright 2012  Associat  s  reserved.  This  mat  be  published,  broadcast  en,  ored  Press.  All  right  erial  may  not  ,  rewri  t  

redist  ed.ribut  

Man Cha  yvon  Marged In  Tra  rtin’s Death Sues NBC ForDefamation  
By  Brian  St erelt  
NewYork Times,  December 6,  2012  
5:51  p.m.  |  Updated  George  Zimmerman,  accused  of  second-degree  murder  in  the  shoot  in  earlier  ting  of  Trayvon  Mart  his  

year,  filed  suit  against  NBCUniversal  on  T  on  a 911  tape  constitutedhursday,  alleging  that  the  company’s  editing  of his  voice  
defamat  ent  ion  of emot  ress.ion  and  int ional  inflict  ional  dist  

The  suit,  filed  in  circuit court  y,  Fla.,  asked  for  a  jury  tin  Seminole  Count  rial.  A  spokeswoman  for  NBCUniversal  said  in  
response  to  the  suit,  “We  strongly  disagree  with  the  accusations  made  in  the  complaint.  T  no  intent  to  portray  Mr.here  was  
Zimmerman unfairly.  We intend to vigorously defend our position in court.”  

The suit charges that journalists at NBC News intentionally edited Mr.  Zimmerman’s statements to make him  appear to be  
a “racist, predatory villain.”  
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The  edit  —  ervening  quest  he  operat  ly  asking  Mr.s  of  a  911  audio  recording  which  removed  an  int  ion  from  t  or  direct  
Zimmerman  what race  Mr.  Mart  occurred  three  times  oday”  show,  first  on  March  20  in  a  story  by  Liliain  was  —  on  NBC’s  “T  
Luciano;  on  March  22  in  anot  ory  by  Ms.  Luciano;  and  again  on  March  27  in  a  sther  st  ory  by  Ron  Allen.  

In  Ms.  Luciano’s first report,  Mr.  Zimmerman’s words to  the  911  operator were:  “T  no  orhis guy looks  like  he’s  up to  good  
he’s on drugs or something.  He looks black.” In fact,  Zimmerman told the operator:  “This guy looks like he’s up to no good or he’s  
on drugs or something.  It’s raining and he’s just walking around, looking about.” When  the dispatcher said,  “O.K.,  and this guy  —  
is he white, black or Hispanic?” Zimmerman then said,  “He looks black.”  

Taking  out  the  dispatcher’s  question  took  Mr.  Zimmerman’s  mention  of  Mr.  Martin’s  race  out  of  context  —  a  crucial  
omission  given  t  he  killing  of  Mr.  Mart  he  night  ional  debat  self-defense,ha  t  in  on  t  of Feb.  26 in  Sanford,  Fla.,  spurred  a nat  e about  
crime  and  race.  When  the  omissions  were  noticed  a  he  end  of  March,  NBC  News  conduct  igatt  ed  an  invest  ion  and  concluded  
tha  the  edit  akes,  not  e  dist ions.  Ms.  Luciano  subsequent  he  nets  were  mist  deliberat  ort  ly  lef  t  work,  as  did  a  producer  who  worked  
wit  he  neth  her.  Mr.  Allen  remains  a  t  work.  

Ms.  Luciano  and  Mr.  Allen  were  named  as  defendant  he  lawsuit  h  NBC  on  Thursday.  The  producer,  whoses  in  t  along  wit  
name  has  not been  divulged  in  news  report  named  as  a  defendants,  was not  .  

There  was  also  a  fourt  ,  Jeff  Burnside,  who  was  a  report  he  NBC-owned  st ion  in  Miami.  Mr.h  defendant  er  for  WTVJ,  t  at  
Burnside’s story on WTVJ on March 19 was the first to take Mr. Zimmerman’s words out of context.  

T  on  hursday called the edits a case of “media arson,” intended to keep viewers tuned “by menacing them withhe suit filed  T  
a reprehensible series of imaginary and exaggerated racist claims.”  

“Due  to  the  defendants’  journalistic  crimes,”  the  suit  charged,  “Zimmerman  has  been  transformed  into  one  of the  most  
hat  America.”ed  men  in  

The  criminal  trial  against Mr.  Zimmerman,  who  faces  second-degree  murder  charges,  is  scheduled  to  begin  in  June.  
Brian  Stelter  writ  t  al  media.  Follow  @brianst er  on  Twi  t  eltes  abou  elevision  and  digit  elt  er  and  facebook.com/brianst er  on  

Facebook.  

George Zimmerma Sues  NBC Over Tra  rtin  Reportsn  yvon  Ma  
By  Erik  Wemple  

on  PostWashingt  , December 7,  2012  
Lawyers  for  George  Zimmerman  filed  sui  t  NBC  Universal  Media  over  a  well-publicized  edit  hatoday  against  ing  error  t  

port  heir client  erms in  his pursuit ofTrayvon  Martin  on  a drizzly evening in  February.rayed  t  in  racis  t  
“NBC saw the  death  of T  not as  tragedy  but  unit o  increase  rat  o  set  herayvon  Martin  a  as  an  opport  y  t  ings,  and  so  t  abou  t  

myth that George Zimmerman was a racist and predatory villain,” states the civil complaint in its opening salvo against NBC.  
NBC’s  editing  of  the  911  audiotape  in  the  Martin  case  became  a  public  fixation  after  t  oring  Web  sithe  media-monit  e  

NewsBusters.org noted editing oddities on a “Today” show broadcast March 27. Here’s howNBC News portrayed the audiotape:  
Zimmerman: This guy looks like he’s up to no good. He looks black.  
The  full  tape  went like  this:  
Zimmerman:  T  no  good.  Or  he’s  on  drugs  or  something.  It’s  raining  and  he’s  just  walkinghis  guy  looks  like  he’s  up  to  

around,  looking  about.  
Dispatcher:  OK,  and  this  guy  — is  he  black,  white  or  Hispanic?  
Zimmerman:  He  looks  black.  
Zimmerman  thus  didn’t  volunteer  a  racial  profile  of Martin;  he  was  asked  to  provide  it,  a  point  that the  lawsuit  makes  in  

colorful fashion:  “NBC created  this false  and defamatory misimpression  using  the oldest form  of yellow journalism:  manipulating  
Zimmerman’s  own  words,  splicing  together  disparate  parts  of the  recording  to  create  illusions  of  statements  that  Zimmerman  
never actually made.”  

The  suit against  her  inst  ory  versions  ofNBC  alleges  four  ot  ances  in  which  NBC-produced  shows  aired  false  and  defamat  
t  s.  Zimmerman  faces a second-degree murder charge in  the  same  event  he  case.  

T  far  from  innocent  mistakes:  “Defendants  pounced  on  the  Zimmerman/Martinhe  botched  edits,  charges  the  suit,  were  
ma  ter  because  they  knew  t  ragedy  could  be,  wit  ionalizing  and  manipulat  hathis  t  h  proper  sensat  ion,  a  racial  powderkeg  t  would  
result in  mont  years,  of  t  heir  failing  news  programs,  part  he  plummet  ings  for  t  odayhs,  if  not  opics  for  t  icularly  t  ing  rat  heir  ailing  “T  
Show”  as  well  as  for the  individual  defendants  to  “make  their mark”  for reporting  a  [manipulated]  story  such  as  this.”  Individual  
defendant  ing.s are Lilia Luciano  and  Jeff Burnside,  NBC employees involved  in  early cases ofZimmerman  mis-edit  

Following  a  public  uproar  over  t  ape-doct  at  on  ourhe  t  oring,  NBC  News  issued  a  st ement  the  matter saying  this:  “During  
investigation  it  ha  t  he  product  hat  .  We  will  be  tbecame  eviden  t  here  was  an  error  made  in  t  ion  process  t  we  deeply  regret  aking  
the  necessary  steps  t  his  from  happening  in  t  ure  and  apologize  to  preven  t  he  fut  o  our  viewers.”  
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Such  contrition  didn’t  impress  the  Zimmerman  camp.  “Only  after  the  defendants’  malicious  acts  were  uncovered  and  
exposed by other media outlets …  did defendant NBC ‘apologize’  and terminate some of those in  its employ responsible for the  
yellow  journalism  identified in  this Complaint.” Zimmerman  himself never received  an  apology from  the defendants,  according to  
t .he  suit  

The  suit  doesn’t  specify  a  dollar  amount  of  damages  that  Zimmerman  is  seeking.  “That’s  showmanship,”  says  James  
Beasley,  t  ing  Zimmerman  in  t  .he  Philadelphia-based  lawyer  represent  he  suit  

Beasley declined  to  comment  on  whether he’d  already had  any discussions  with  NBC.  “I  don’t  want to  talk  about  that.  I  
can’t talk about that. But let’s just say I don’t think it’s going to get settled.”  

On  that quest  least  o  agree.  When  asked  abou  t  ,  NBC  Universal  issued  tion,  at  ,  Beasley  and  NBC  appear  t  he  complaint  his  
statement:  “We  strongly disagree  with  the  accusations  made  in  the  complaint.  T  was  intent to  portray Mr.  Zimmermanhere  no  
unfairly.  We  intend to vigorously defend our position in court.”  

Coming soon: The ErikWemple Blog’s breakdown ofZimmerman’s prospects for success.  

CORPORATE  SCANDALS:  

Sta  rd Cha  y $330 Million  To Settle Ira Money Tra  imsnda  rtered To  Pa  n  nsfer Cla  
By  Neil  Gough,  New  York  Times  "DealBook"  blog  
NewYork Times,  December 6,  2012  
The  Brit  andard  Chart  ha  it  ed  t  o  se  t  ed  St esish  bank  St  ered  said  on  Thursday  t  expect  o  pay  $330  million  t  le  claims  by  Unit  at  

government agencies t  had  moved hundreds of billions of dollars on  behalf of Iran.ha  it  
Standard  Chartered,  which  earns  most  of its  profit  in  Asia,  said  it  expected  negotiations  to  conclude  “very  shortly”  over  

charges  tha  it violat  ions  againsted  American  sanct  Iran.  
The  est  ed  se  t  payment  ion  t  lemen  t  wit heimat  lement  would  come  in  addit  o  a  $340  million  se  t  he  bank  reached  in  August  h  t  

New  York  St e  Depart  of  Financial  Services,  which  charged  St  ered  wit  h  Iranian  companiesat  ment  andard  Chart  h  scheming  wit  
and  banks  for  nearly  a  decade  to  hide  60,000  transact  h  $250  billion  from  regulations  wort  ors.  

Standard  Chartered  is  t  est  o  have  been  caught up  in  a  wide-reaching  American  crackdown  on  suspecthe  lat  big  bank  t  
money  transfers.  

Last mont  her  major  Brit  aside  an  addit  o  cover  pot ial  finesh,  HSBC  Holdings,  anot  ish  bank,  set  ional  $800  million  t  ent  
stemming from  a money laundering investigat  s t al provisions for t  o $1 .5 billion.  HSBC is st  iation,  bringing  it ot  he  case  t  ill  negot ing  
a  se  tlement wit he  American  aut  ies,  but is  expect  o  pay  t  fine  on  record  for  money  laundering  and  relath  t  horit  it  ed  t  he  largest  ed  
actions,  and  could  potent  he  ma  tially  face  criminal  charges  in  t  er.  

In  June,  ING Bank,  a unit of t  ch financial  services  company ING Group,  reached  a $619  million  se t  wit hehe  Dut  lement  h  t  
Treasury  Depart  over  claims  t  ed  American  sanct  Iran,  Libya  and  ot  ries.ment  he  bank  violat  ions  against  her  count  

Before  announcing  t  se  t  ,  St  ered  had  disclosed  t  it  ransact  handledhe  August  lement  andard  Chart  hat was  reviewing  t  ions  it  
on  behalf  of  Iranian  companies  and  individuals  from  around  2001  t  ent  ions  violat  ho  2007,  and  was  discussing  pot ial  sanct  ions  wit  
agencies  including  the  Justice  Depart  ,  t  s  Cont  he  Federal  Reserve  Bank  of  New  York  and  tment he  Office  of  Foreign  Asset  rol,  t  he  
Manha  tan  district orney,  in  addit  o  t  at  menta t  ion  t he NewYork St e Depart  of Financial Services.  

Despit he  big  New  York  se  t  ,  St  ered  said  in  a  st ement  ha  it  ed  pret  oe  t  lement  andard  Chart  at  on  Thursday  t  expect  ax  profi  t  
rise  for  2012.  The  profit est  e  did  no  ake  int  t  of  t  imat  lement  h  t  edimat  t  o  accoun  he  effect  he  est  ed  $330  million  se  t  wit he  Unit  
St es,  which  it  ed  as  early  as  t  h.at  said  could  be  complet  his  mont  

here  is  say  other than  that  to“T  not  much  to  we  are  close  reaching  a final  settlement  with  the  remaining U.S.  agencies,”  
Richard  Meddings,  the  group  finance  director  of  the  bank,  said  on  Thursday  during  a  conference  call.  “Negotiations  or  
discussions are progressing well.”  

This  post has  been  revised  t  he  following  correcto  reflec  t  ion:  
Correction:  December 6,  2012  
An  earlier  version  of  this  article  referred  incorrect o  a  banking  agency  and  a  public  official.  The  agency  is  tly  t  he  Federal  

Reserve  Bank of New  York,  no  the  Federal Reserve  Group  of New  York.  The  official is  the  Manha t  rict orney,  no  tan  dist  a t  he  
district a  torney  ofNew  York.  

British Ba  undering Chanks  Close To Settling US Money-La  rges  
By  Danielle  Douglas,  Washingt

on  Post  
on  (DC)  Post  

Washingt  , December 7,  2012  
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T  of Europe’s  largest  banks  are  close  to  handing  over  a  total  of  more  than  $2  billion  to  resolve  allegations  t  heywo  ha  t  
flout  i-money-laundering  laws,  according  t  h  t  er.ed  U.S.  ant  o  officials  and  people  familiar  wit he  ma  t  

The  twin  investigat  of  a  st  by  federal  prosecut  ors  tions  are  part  epped-up  effort  ors  and  regulat  o  clamp  down  on  funding  
sources  for  drug  traffickers,  terrorist  ries  under  sanct  he  lack  of  criminal  prosecut  some  analysts  and  count  ion.  Bu  t  ions  has  left  s  
skeptical  about whet  er  ther fines  alone will  det his behavior.  

“Until  bank  officials  that  knowingly  violate  anti-money-laundering  laws  are  held  criminally  liable,  we’re  not  going  to  see  
rigorous compliance with federal regulations,” said James Gurule, a former undersecretary of enforcement for the Treasury.  

On  Thursday,  Standard  Chartered  Bank  said  t  it  s  t  o  se  that expect o  pay  $330  million  t  le  all  pending  cases  of  alleged  
violat  ions.  The  Just  ment  ors  have  been  invest  ing  whet  he  London-basedions  of  U.S.  sanct  ice  Depart  and  banking  regulat  igat  her  t  
bank laundered  money on  behalf of Iranian  banks and  companies.  

Anot  s  wit ies  t  rafficking  andher  London-based  bank,  HSBC,  faces  a  $1 .8  billion  fine  for  allegedly  helping  client  h  t  o  drug  t  
terrorists  gain  access  t he  U.S.  financial  syst  ers  reporto  t  em,  Reut  ed  Thursday.  

Global  banking  giants,  including  Barclays,  Credit Suisse  and  Lloyds,  have  been  hit  h  massive  fines  and  penaltwit  ies  for  
ignoring  U.S.  sanctions.  Many  of  these  banks  have  faced  criminal  and  civil  charges,  but  ors  have  yet o  put seniorprosecut  t  
execut  rial.ives  or  even  mid-level  employees  on  t  

Daniel  E.  Karson,  chairman  of  corporate  investigat  ions,  said  high  fines  will  encourage  banks  tions  firm  Kroll  Advisory  Solut  o  
be  more  vigilant.  No  bank,  he  said,  wants  t  o  it  at  hat  s  operato  face  damage  t s  reput ion,  as  t  could  hamper  it  ions.  

“T  a  consent  order  and  a  major  civilhe  government  is  getting  some  pretty  significant  settlements,”  he  said.  “If you  get  
prosecution and the payment of a huge fine, you’re ahead of the game.”  

Karson  said  the  trouble  is  t  banks  say  t  h  ant  at es  buthat  hey  will  comply  wit  i-money-laundering  st ut  also  give  employees  
incent  o  pursue  big  business  opport  ies.ives  t  unit  

“Banks  are  up  against a  system  of incentives  which  at times  flies  in  the  face  of compliance.  If someone’s  bonus is based  
upon  how  much  business  they  bring in, they may let some accounts slide,” he said.  

That’s precisely why it is crucial for prosecutors to go after individuals to hold them up as examples, Gurule said.  
In  HSBC’s case,  the bank is entering into a deferred prosecution  deal,  whereby it could delay  or  forgo  criminal  prosecution  

in  exchange  for  paying  a  fine,  admi  ting  wrongdoing  and  improving  its  compliance  cont  o  a  person  familiar  witrols,  according  t  h  
the  ma  ter  who  spoke  on  condit  y  because  t  has  not  he  bank  runs  intion  of  anonymit  he  agreement  been  finalized.  If  t  o  more  
t  he  Just  ment could  prosecute.rouble,  t  ice  Depart  

A spokesperson at HSBC said that “the nature of any discussion is confidential.”  
HSBC  t  ors  last  h  t  it  s  reserves  by  $800  million,  t  o  cover  pot ial  fines,old  invest  mont hat increased  it  o  $1 .5  billion,  t  ent  

se  tlements  and  ot  s  relat  o  t  he  t  he  bank  said  ther  cost  ed  t he  money-laundering  probe.  A  t  ime,  t  he  final  expenses  could  be  
significantly  higher  than  t  amounthat  .  

Allegat  at  o  light  his  year  when  t  e  permanent  ee  onions  of  misconduct  HSBC  came  t  earlier  t  he  Senat  subcommi  t  
invest  ions  released  a  report  he  bank  of  laundering  money  for  Mexican  drug  cart  ions  t  financedigat  accusing  t  els  and  organizat  hat  
terrorism.  

In  one  instance,  the  year-long  Senat  igat  hat  ransport  o  affiliate  invest  ion  found  t  HSBC  employees  in  Mexico  t  ed  $7  billion  t  es  
in  t  ed  St es  in  one  year,  raising  red  flags  t  he  money  was  derived  from  drug  deals  in  t  ed  St es.he Unit  at  ha  t  he Unit  at  

Legal  experts  say  it is  difficul  o  prove  criminal  liabilit  hese  kinds  of  cases  because  it  en  unclear  whett  y  in  t  is  oft  her  bank  
employees  or  managers  intentionally  ignored  t  ot  ha  t  rouble  indicthe  law.  But hers  argue  t  here  should  be  no  t  ing  bank  officials  
who  air  t  y  deeds  in  e-mails,  as  execut  St  ered.heir  dirt  ives  did  at andard  Chart  

According  to  New  York’s  financial  regulator,  who  first  leveled  charges  against  Standard  Chartered  in  August,  one  of its  
executives  said  in  an  e-mail:  “You  .  . .  Americans.  Who are  you  to tell  us,  the  rest of the  world,  that we’re not going  to deal  with  
Iranians.”  

NewYork regulators accused the Brit  h t  o launder $250 billion from  2001  tish bank of scheming  wit he Iranian  governmen  t  o  
2007.  The  case  was  se  tled  for  $340  million  over  the  summer  as  federal  regulat  h  tors  forged  ahead  wit heir  own  case.  

StanChart To Pa  ny $330m  Ira Settlement  
By  Adam  Jones  
Financial  Times,  December 6,  2012  
Full-t  st  he  Financial  Times  are  available  t  he  link.ext ories  from  t  o  FT  subscribers  by  clicking  t  

Level Globa  na  torsl,  SAC Fund Ma gers  Ruled Co-Conspira  
By  Pat  adoricia  Hurt  
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Bloomberg  News,  December 7,  2012  
A  Level  Global  Invest  al  Advisors  LP  fund  manager  were  ruled  t  ors  inors  LP  co- founder  and  an  SAC  Capit  o  be  co-conspirat  

a  scheme  t  ock  t  he  way  for  prosecut  o  int  heir  e-mails  a  t  rading  t  woo  swap  illegal  st  ips,  clearing  t  ors  t  roduce  t  he  insider-t  rial  of  t  
other  men.  

U.S.  Dist  Judge  Richard  Sullivan  in  Manha  t  oday  t  e-mails  and  inst  messages  involving  David  Ganek  ofrict  an  said  t  hat  ant  
Level  Global  and  SAC  Capital’s  Michael  Steinberg  sufficiently  showed  that  they  may  have  known  informat  hey  used  forion  t  
trades  came  from  insiders.  

That means  t  ions  can  be  shown  t he  jury  a  t  rial  of  Anthe  communicat  o  t  he  criminal  t  hony  Chiasson,  who  co-founded  Level  
Global  wit  folio  manager  at  al  Management LLC.  Neither  Ganekh  Ganek,  and  Todd  Newman,  a  former  port  Diamondback  Capit  
nor  Steinberg  has  been  charged  with  a  crime.  Lawyers  for  Chiasson  and  Newman  had  asked  t  o  exclude  the  judge  t  he  
messages.  

“It seems to me that the evidence against Mr.  Ganek is largely circumstantial,” Sullivan said today.  “But I do think the rest of  
the facts support that Mr. Ganek” may have been aware of the source of his information, the judge said.  

He  drew  a  similar  conclusion  abou  t  einberg  communicathe  St  ions.  
“The  e-mails  t  were  relayed  t  einberg  do indicate  to  me  that he  understands  the  source  of the  information  that he’shat  o St  

getting and he’s trading  on it,” the judge said.  “All of that indicates this is inside information  from  the company that’s not available  
anywhere else, so I’m going to allow it.”  

Prosecut  hat  han  $67  million  by  t  ion  in  Dell  Inc.ors  allege  t  Newman  and  Chiasson  earned  more  t  rading  on  inside  informat  
(DELL)  and  Nvidia  Corp.  (NVDA)  that was  provided  by  analyst  hem.  Bot  guilt o  securits  who  worked  for  t  h  have  pleaded  not  y  t  ies  
fraud  and  conspiracy.  

Jesse Tortora,  a former analyst who worked for Newman,  and Spyridon  “Sam” Adondakis,  who once worked  as an  analyst  
for  Chiasson,  testified  t  of  a  group  of  friends  who  swapped  nonpublic  informat  hey  obthey  were  part  ion  t  ained  from  insiders  at  
t  hey  t  hat  ion  t heir  port  raded  on  t  ips.echnology  companies.  They  said  t  hen  passed  on  t  informat  o  t  folio  managers  who  t  he  illegal  t  

Tortora  and  Adondakis  have  pleaded  guilty  and  are  cooperat  h  ting  wit he  U.S.  They  are  among  six  people  who  have  
pleaded  guilty  to  part  ing  in  ticipat  he  scheme.  

Prosecut  hat  ora,  Adondakis  and  Jon  Horvat  for  St  of  a  group  ofors  argued  t  Tort  h,  a  former  analyst  einberg,  were  part  
friends  who  obt  ion  from  Dell  and  Nvidia  employees.  Adondakis  t ified  t  he  passed  his  t  o  Chiasson,ained  inside  informat  est  hat  ips  t  
while  Tort  ion  tora  said  he  gave  his  informat  o  Newman.  

St  on  leave  in  Sept  er  it  hat  ors  ident  papers  as  aneinberg,  40,  who  was  put  ember  aft  emerged  t  prosecut  ified  him  in  court  
unindict  he  longes  t  he  sixed  co-conspirator in  the  case,  has worked  at Steven  A.  Cohen’s  SAC Capital for 15 years,  t  enure  of  t  
people  who  have  been  tied  to  t  rading  probe  while  employed  a  the insider-t  he $14 billion  hedge fund.  

Horvath,  who  was  se  to  go  t rial  wit  y  Sept  o  securito  t  h  Newman  and  Chiasson,  pleaded  guilt  .  28  t  ies  fraud  and  conspiracy,  
t  ion  about  o  his  port  ing  wit he  U.S.,  heelling  Sullivan  he  passed  nonpublic  informat  Nvidia  t  folio  manager.  While  he  is  cooperat  h  t  
didn’t name Steinberg during his guilty plea or testify at the trial ofNewman and Chiasson.  

Jonat  halt  amford,  Connect  - einberg,han  Gast  er,  a  spokesman  for  St  icut based  SAC,  and  Barry  Berke,  a  lawyer  for  St  
declined to comment on today’s ruling.  

Ganek  started  Level  Global  in  2003  with  Chiasson,  an  analyst  he  met  at  SAC  Capital.  He’s  a  New  York  native  whose  
fat  ner  at  firm  Neuberger  Berman  and  a  well-known  philant  .her,  Howard  Ganek,  was  a  part  money-management  hropist  

“This was a tactical skirmish between  the defense and prosecution over the submission of evidence in a case that I’m not a  
party to,” David Ganek said in a statement. “T  wit  ing  our  policies,he  key government ness,  a  former employee who I  fired  for violat  
testified  multiple  times  that  I didn’t  know  he  was  he  government’s  decision  nottrafficking  in  insider  information.  T  to  bring  any  
charges  against me  vindicat  ion.”es  my  posit  

Ganek’s attorney, John Carroll, called the ruling “one- sided,” as his client isn’t a party to the case.  
“Both  the  U.S.  attorney  and  the  SEC  have  been  investigating  this  case  for  two  years  and  neither  has  found  reason  to  

charge my client,” Carroll said in  a  phone  interview.  
Ganek  is  current  ing  his  own  money  t  half  aly  invest  hrough  his  firm,  Apocalypse  22  LLC  in  New  York,  which  has  about  

dozen  employees,  according  to  his  spokesman,  Davidson  Goldin.  
Chiasson’s  lawyer,  Greg  Morvillo,  argued  today  that  prosecut  o  prove  Ganek  was  a  knowing  member  of  tors  failed  t  he  

conspiracy  because  Adondakis,  a  key  government wit  est  hat  old  Ganek  t  ion.ness,  t ified t  he never t  he source of his informat  
The  judge  cit  him.ed  an  e-mail in which Chiasson informed Ganek about a “check” Adondakis  had  sent  
“Ganek is expressing  awareness of Adondakis’s Dell  contact,” Sullivan  said,  referring to  the exchange.  “Statements made  

by  Ganek  and  his  conversations  during  this  t  hat  ands  Adondakis  is  not  any  analystime  do  sugges  t  he  underst  just  crunching  
numbers.”  
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St  here  was  no  evidence  before  t  einberg  was  a  knowingeve  Fishbein,  a  lawyer  for  Newman,  said  t  he  jury  showing  St  
member of t  rading scheme or knew t  ion  he was receiving from  Horvat  ained.he  insider-t  he  informat  h  had  been  illegally  obt  

Sullivan  read  aloud  an  e-mail from Horvath to Steinberg that mentions “JT  ortora.,” who prosecutors say is Jesse T  
“P.S.  Keep the Dell  stuff,  especially on  the down  low,” Horvath  said in  the e-mail,  “because JT asked  me specifically to be  

ext  ive  wit his information.”ra  sensit  h  t  
Assistant U.S.  A  t  onia  Apps  said  in  cour  t  hat einberg  t  posit  ock,  be  t  hatorney  Ant  oday  t  St  ook  a  short  ion  in  Dell  st  ing  t  it  

would drop, “in a matter ofminutes” after receiving Horvath’s message.  
“Why would you  need to keep this on  he  judge hasthe  ‘down  low’  if this stuff is from  investor relations?” Sullivan  asked.  T  

inst  ed jurors in  t  rial t  urn t  on  Dec.  10.ruct  he  Newman  and  Chiasson  t  o  ret  o  court  
The case is U.S.  v.  Newman,  12-00121,  U.S.  District Court  hern Dist  ofNewYork (Manha t,  Sout  rict  an).  
To  cont  he  report  his  st  ricia  Hurt  pat  ado@bloomberg.netac  t  er  on  t  ory:  Pat  ado  in  New  York  at  hurt  
To  cont  he  edit  his  st  ha  at  ha@bloomberg.netac  t  or  responsible  for  t  ory:  Michael  Hyt  mhyt  

Big Lots CEO Probed By U.S.,  SEC Over Stock Trades  
By  Ma  t Townsend  
Bloomberg  News,  December 7,  2012  
Big  Lots  Inc.  (BIG)  said  that  ive  Officer  St  igat  he  Just  mentChief  Execut  even  Fishman  is  under  invest  ion  by  t  ice  Depart  over  

st  rades  he  made  and  t  it  he  Manha  t  orney  request  sock  t  hat received  a  grand  jury  subpoena  from  t  an  U.S.  a  t  ing  document  
relat  o  t  rades.ing  t he  t  

“We  are  fully  cooperating  with  the  U.S.  attorney  in  connection  with  the  subpoena,”  the  Columbus,  Ohio-based  discount  
ret  erday  in  a  regulatailer  said  yest  ory  filing.  

Big  Lot  he  Securit  ing  an  inquiry  int he  ma  t  he  companys  said  t  ies  and  Exchange  Commission  is  also  conduct  o  t  er.  While  t  
hasn’t received  a document request from  the SEC,  it expects one,  Charles Haubiel,  Big  Lots’  chief administrative officer,  said in  
an  interview.  Manhattan  U.S.  Attorney Preet Bharara  asked  for information  on  Fishman’s  trades over the  past couple  years,  he  
said.  

The  inquiries  come  aft  he  company,  which  has  more  t  ores,  announced  Dec.  4  t  he  61 -year-older  t  han  1 ,400  U.S.  st  ha  t  
Fishman,  who  t  ire  as  soon  as  a  replacementook  over  in  July  2005,  would  ret  is  found.  

“Unequivocally, his retirement had nothing to do with this,” Haubiel said.  
Ellen  Davis,  a  spokesman  for  Bharara,  declined  to  comment on  t  igat  er,  a  spokesman  for  the  invest  ion.  John  Nest  he  SEC,  

declined  t  on  whet  he  commission  was  invest  ing  Fishman.o  comment  her  t  igat  
Big  Lot  o  $29.89  a  t  his  year.s  declined  0.6  percen  t  he  close  in  New  York.  The  shares  have  fallen  21  percen  t  
Fishman  on  March  20  sold  227,500  shares  at about  he  company  t  ors  it  -$45 for $10.3  million.  On  April 23,  t  old invest  s first  

quarter  sales  had  slowed,  and  the  following  day  t  ock  fell  24  percen  the st  o $34.71 .  
That led  t  igat  brought  he  company  by  to  shareholder  lit  ion,  including  a  lawsuit  on  behalf  of  t  he  Louisiana  Municipal  Police  

Employees  Retirement Syst  filed  in  federal  court  he  plaint  hat  ives  and  directem.  In  a  complaint  in  Columbus,  t  iff  said  t  execut  ors,  
including Fishman,  sold  st  heir knowledge ofmat  ion.ock  in  March  based  on  t  erial,  nonpublic  informat  

“We don’t believe there is any merit to the claims,” Haubiel said.  He declined to comment on whether Fishman or any other  
insiders would have been in  possession  ofmat  ion a  t ime of t  rades.erial,  non- public  informat  he  t  he  t  

Execut  ors  were  allowed  under  company  rules  t  ock  during  March  because  it was  an  open  tradingives  and  direct  o  sell  st  
period  after  the  company  announced  fourt  er  resulth-quart  s  on  March  2,  Haubiel  said.  

Public records show that Fishman’s trade on  March 20  wasn’t part of the plan  he had  used in  the  past to sell  shares  on  a  
preset schedule or price.  Such 10b5-1 plans are used bymany companies t  he appearance of insider to  avoid  t  rading.  

Records  also  show  t  from  March  6  t  here  were  more  t  ock  sales  made  by  ot  ives  andhat  o  22  t  han  a  dozen  st  her  execut  
directors that weren’t part of 10b5-1  plans.  

There  haven’t been  any inquiries  from  regulators  into  trades  made  by  other executives  or directors,  Haubiel  said.  Those  
trades  were  also  within  t  rading  period  and  allowed  by  the  open  t  he  company,  he  said.  

To  cont  he  report  his  st  Townsend  in  New  York  at ownsend9@bloomberg.netac  t  er on t  ory: Ma t  mt  
To  cont  he  edit  his  st  rajello@bloomberg.netac  t  or  responsible  for  t  ory:  Robin  Ajello  at  

CIVIL LAW:  

Hea  l As Much As  $48 Millionlthpoint Settlement Could Tota  
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By  Jim  Fuquay  
FortWort  ar-Telegram, December 6,  2012h  (TX)  St  
Fort Wort  hpoint d.  and  DFB  Pharmaceut  o  $48  million  t  le  allegat  hat  hpointh-based  Healt  Lt  icals  will  pay  up  t  o  se  t  ions  t  Healt  

improperly  market  ion  skin  oint  as  eligible  for  reimbursement under  the  Medicare  and  Medicaid  governmented  a  prescript  ment  
health  programs  when  it was  not he  Just  ment announced  Thursday.,  t  ice  Depart  

Last year,  federal  regulat  hpoint  s  Xenaderm,  used  t reat  heors  sued  Healt  ,  saying  it  o  t  bed  sores,  was  never  approved  by  t  
Food  and  Drug  Administration  as  safe  and  effect  rendered  it  ,  according  t he  lawsuitive.  That  ineligible  for  reimbursement  o  t  ,  which  
said  government payment  opped  $90  million.s  for  Xenaderm  t  

The  company  a  t  ime  said  it  es  t  ,  saying  it  ory  act  edhe t  would  cont  he lawsuit  was based  on  a 1970 regulat  ion  on  an  unrelat  
product.  

Thursday,  the  Justice  Department  said  Healthpoint agreed  to  pay $28  million,  plus  an  additional  $20  million  “if there  is  a  
change in ownership ofHealthpoint or DFB over the next three years.”  

Healthpoint,  part  icals,  last  is  being  acquired  by  a  Britof  DFB  Pharmaceut  week  said  it  ish  company  for  $782  million.  
Healthpoint  officials  did  not  return  a  hursday  seeking  comment.  T  close  by year’stelephone  call  T  he  acquisition  is  expected  to  
end.  

T  han-effect  she Justice Department said  the FDA in  the 1970s found that Xenaderm’s active ingredient was “less-t  ive  for  it  
intended  use.”  But  Healthpoint  continued  to  represent  Xenaderm  as  a  prescription  drug,  which  allowed  nursing  homes  to  be  
reimbursed  for  using  it,  the  Just  mentice  Depart  said.  

The  government said  t  hpoint  lement  of  a  series  of  act  han  $100  million  fromhe  Healt  se  t  is  part  ions  recovering  more  t  
makers of unapproved drugs.  It said t  lement  det  y on t  ofHealt  .he  se  t  does  not  ermine  liabilit  he  part  hpoint  

Jim  Fuquay,  817-390-7552  
Twi  ter:  @jimfuquay  

Healthpoint,  DFB Settle Case ForMa  l Approvarketing Skin  OintmentWithout Federa  l  
Associated  Press,  December 7,  2012  
WASHINGTON  —  hpoint d.  and  DFB  Pharmaceut  o  $48  million  t  le  allegat  hatHealt  Lt  icals  will  pay  up  t  o  se  t  ions  t  

Healthpoint market  ion  skin  oint  wit  approval  from  federal  regulated  a  prescript  ment  hout  ors.  
The  Just  ment  hpoint  o  be  submi  t  o  Medicare  and  Medicaidice  Depart  said  Healt  caused  false  claims  for  reimbursemen  t  ed  t  

for Xenaderm, which is used for treating  nursing home patients’ bed  sores.  exas-based Healthpoint is one of DFB’sFort Worth,  T  
operating  companies.  

The government alleged that Healthpoint’s business strategy was to market new prescription drugs modeled after products  
that were  available  before  Oct  o  avoid  t  ime,  effort  aining  approval  from  tober 1962 in  order t  he  t  and  expense  of obt  he  Food  and  
Drug  Administration.  Products  containing  Xenaderm’s  principal  active  ingredient  were  on  the  market before  1962,  but the  FDA  
determined  the  ingredient  han-effect  s  intwas  less-t  ive  for  it  ended  use.  

Copyright 2012  Associat  s  reserved.  This  mat  be  published,  broadcast  en,  ored  Press.  All  right  erial  may  not  ,  rewri  t  
redist  ed.ribut  

Hea  y Up To $48M In  Drug Calthpoint,  DFB To Pa  se  
By  Ira  Kantor  
Boston  Herald,  December 7,  2012  
Healthpoint Lt  icals  will  pay  up  t  o  resolve  allegat  ha  td.  and  DFB  Pharmaceut  o  $48  million  t  ions  t  he  former  caused  false  

claims  t  ed  t  byo  be  submi  t  o  Medicare  and  Medicaid  for  an  unapproved  drug,  Xenaderm,  which  was  ineligible  for  reimbursement  
t  o  federal  prosecut  on.hose  programs,  according  t  ors  in  Bost  

Under  t  he  agreement  hpoint  h  based  in  Fort  h,  Texas,  will  pay  $28  million,  pluserms  of  t  ,  Healt  and  DFB,  which  are  bot  Wort  
anot  here is a change in  ownership ofHealt  or DFB  over t  hree years.her $20 million  if t  hpoint  he nex  t  

Healthpoint  allegedly  launched  Xenaderm,  a  prescription  skin  ointment  for  treating  nursing  home  patients’  bed  sores  
wit  U.S.  Food  and  Drug  Administ ion  approval,  t  ice  Depart  said.  A  complaint  hathout  rat  he  U.S.  Just  ment  also  alleged  t  
Healthpoint’s business strategy was to market new prescription  drug products modeled after drug products on  the market before  
Oct  o avoid t  ime,  effort and  expense of obtaining FDA approval.ober 1962,  t  he t  

The  complaint furt  hat no  t  o  it  roduct  o  t  did  Healt  complether  alleged  t  at  ime  prior  t s  int  ion  of  Xenaderm  int he  market  hpoint  e  
any clinical studies that determined the drug’s safety and effectiveness.  

The  government also  claims  Healt  misrepresent  he  regulat  at  submi  t  erlyhpoint  ed  t  ory  st us  of  Xenaderm  when  it  ed  quart  
report  lement  of a series of recoveries t aling more t  urers of unapproved drugs.s.  The se t  is part  ot  han  $100 million from  manufact  
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The  Justice  Department  he  claims  se  t  his  agreement  ions  only  and  t  tsaid  t  led  by  t  are  allegat  ha  here  has  been  no  
det  ion  of liabiliterminat  y.  

Sister’s Suicide Triggers Lawsuit Against VA  
By  Patricia  Kime  
Army Times,  December 7,  2012  
On  Vet  y  of  t  ipsychoterans Day 2010,  former Navy corpsman  Kelli Marie  Grese,  37,  swallowed  an  unknown  quan  it  he  ant  

Seroquel  — her  fourt  empt  mont  he  same  drug.h  suicide  a  t  in  eight  hs  using  t  
Tha  time,  she  succeeded.  She  never  regained  consciousness.  
Her  deat  he  subject  filed  agains  t  erans  Affairs  Depart  in  t  rict  inh  is  t  of  a  $5  million  lawsuit  he  Vet  ment  he  U.S.  Dist  Court  

Newport News,  Va.,  alleging  VA  physicians  failed  t  or  her  medicat  hem  excessively.o  monit  ions  and  prescribed  t  
Her  t  er,  Darla  Grese,  also  a  former  Navy  corpsman,  filed  t  ,  saying  physicians  at Hampton  VA  Medicalwin  sist  he  suit  

Center, Va., ignored her pleas to quit doling out prescriptions to her sister, a known addict deemed at “moderate risk for suicide.”  
“I’m hoping better attention will be placed on howmany pills are being written and quantities,” said Darla Grese.  
She traces her twin’s mental health problems to 1996,  when  she was diagnosed with post-t  ic st  er araumat  ress  disorder  aft  

break-in at the sisters’ off-base  housing  in  Naples,  Italy.  
Although  migraine  headaches  and  anxiety  followed  t  inued  the  burglary,  Kelli  Grese  cont  o  succeed  in  her  job,  earning  a  

promot  o pe t  ion  as junior sailor of t  er.ion  t  y  officer  second  class  and  nominat  he  quart  
But her  separat  he  Navy  in  1997  appeared  t  al  healt  VAion  from  t  o  spark  a  downward  spiral  in  her  ment  h.  She  sought  

treatment  oms  including  anxietfor  sympt  y,  depression  and  insomnia.  
Darla  Grese  said  her  sister  was  prescribed  clonazepam,  a  highly  addictive  benzodiapine  meant  erm  t  ment offor  shor  -t  reat  

anxiety,  and  later  t  imulant  hough  she  had  no  record  of  a  t ion  deficit  hathe  st  Adderall,  even  t  ent  disorder,  for  which  t  drug  is  
prescribed.  

The Adderall triggered  a cascade ofmental  sympt  ory and  visual hallucinatoms,  including  audit  ions,  paranoia  and  full-blown  
psychoses.  

“She  thought the  CIA was after her,” Darla  Grese  said.  “At one  point,  she  shaved  half her head  because  she thought she  
had something implanted in it.”  

Medical  records  later  noted  t  her  psychosis  was  induced  by  t  known  side  effecthat  he  Adderall,  a  rare  but  .  
In  2002,  she  was  prescribed  Seroquel  to  trea  t  ic  episodes  and  hallucinat  or  the  psychot  ions.  Bouncing  from  VA  doct  o  VA  

doct  at  ions.or  and  civilian  physicians,  as  well,  Kelli  Grese  became  adept acquiring  medicat  
By 2009,  she st ed having  suicidal t  s.  The overdoses on  Seroquel began  in 2010.art  hought  
Days  before  she  died,  she  renewed  her  prescript  o  be  mailed  t  hen  persuaded  a  VAion,  which  was  t  o  her  house.  She  t  

doct o give her a second prescript  a pharmacy.or  t  ion,  which  she  filled  at  
She then tookmass quantities ofSeroquel. “We don’t know howmany,” Darla Grese said.  “It was paste in her stomach, the  

medical examiner told me.”  
During her decade ofVA care,  Kelli Grese was prescribed  at least  ions,  some simult25  medicat  aneously.  
The  practice  of  prescribing  multiple  medicat  o-t  ment  he  rise,  alt  udies  indications  for  hard-t reat  al  illnesses  is  on  t  hough  st  e  

that effectiveness  varies.  
Dr.  David  Reiss,  a  psychiatrist in  San  Diego  who  has  t  ed  hundreds  of  vet  h  PTSD  and  is  not  ed  witreat  erans  wit  associat  h  

Grese’s case, said the practice sometimes is appropriate, especially when using antipsychotics with an  hatactivating medication t  
can  boos  their  efficacy.  

But hard-to-treat patients should be handled “very carefully,” Reiss said.  
Wit  consistent and careful care,  “short-term strategies turn into permanent prescriptions and ‘stacking,’” he said.hout  
VA and the U.S. Attorney’s Office for the Eastern District ofVirginia declined to comment on the Grese case.  
Darla  Grese  said  she  filed  t  because  she  would  like  t  ors  communicat  er  and  pay  closerhe  lawsuit  o  see  VA  doct  e  be  t  

attention to their own patients’ records.  
“I don’t understand how a physician  can write a prescription for 450 pills and two months later write another prescription for  

450,” she said.  “Something’s broken. The system is broken.”  
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CIVIL RIGHTS:  

Missouri  Woma  ds  Guilty  To  Helping  Her  Husba  n  At  Their  Home  As  Sexn  Plea  nd  Keep  A  Woma  
Slave  

By  Bill  Draper  
Associated  Press,  December 7,  2012  
KANSAS  CITY,  Mo.  — A  woman  accused  wit  eenage  girl  t  heirh  her  husband  of  forcing  a  t  o  be  a  sex  slave  for  years  in  t  

mobile  home  pleaded  guilty  Thursday  to  a  federal  conspiracy  charge  in  a  deal  cont  on  her  being  sent  o  probatingent  enced  t  ion.  
Marilyn  Bagley,  47,  admitted  that she  helped  groom  the  girl  to  be  her husband’s  sex slave  after the  teen  moved  into  the  

couple’s trailer in February 2003 in southwest Missouri. She began living there intermittently the year before.  
Bagley  pleaded  guilty  to  conspiracy  t  sex  t  ors  dropping  all  oto  commit  rafficking  in  exchange  for  prosecut  her  charges  

against her  and  recommending  t  she  serve  only  probat  he  judge  reject he  recommendat  guilthat  ion.  If  t  s  t  ion,  she  can  plead  not  y  
again  and  go  to  trial.  There  was  no  indicat  he  judge  might  he  ma  tion  of  when  t  rule  on  t  er.  

Prosecutors  said  the  girl  was  a ment  runaway who  was  recruit  he  age  of 16.  Bagley said  tally  deficient  ed  a  t  he  girl  moved  
in  when  she was 17 and  never had  sex wit  il  aft  urned 18.h  her  husband  unt  er  she  t  

Thursday’s  hearing  was  not  announced  beforehand  and  came  as  a  surprise  to  the  attorney  for  Bagley’s  husband,  Ed  
Bagley,  who  is  scheduled  t  and  t  ed  t  nobody  t  he  hearingo  st  rial  in  February.  Susan  Dill  said  she  was  disappoint  hat  old  her  abou  t  
and  questioned  why  it was  kept so  hushed.  

“I  really question  why this was done in  secret,  and I  wasn’t given  notice  as I  would be  normally,”  said Dill,  who declined to  
speculate about how the Marilyn Bagley’s plea deal might affect her husband’s case.  

Three  men  —  James  Noel,  Michael  St  have  pleaded  guilt  t  ookes  and  Dennis  Henry  —  y  in  federal  cour  o  conspiracy  t  
commit sex  t  ing  sent  h  man,  Bradley  Cook,  pleaded  guilt o  sex  t  edrafficking  and  are  await  encing.  A  fourt  y  t  rafficking  and  is  expect  
t  enced  t  of  his  deal  wit  ors.o  be  sent  o  20  years  as  part  h  prosecut  

In  their  plea  agreements,  all  four  admi  t  o  t  o  wat  ake  part  he  sexual  t ure  of  ted  going  t he  Bagley  home  t  ch  or  t  in  t  ort  he  girl  in  
exchange  for  money,  cigare  t  her  ites  and  ot  ems.  

Ed  Bagley,  45,  is  charged  wit  s,  including  conspiracy,  sex  th  11  federal  count  rafficking  by  force,  fraud  or  coercion,  and  
forced labor t  ed  of t  serious charges,  he could be sent  o life in  prison.rafficking.  If convict  he most  enced t  

Prosecutors  declined  to  comment  he  plea  because  Ed  Bagley’s  caseabou  t  is  still  pending.  Don  Ledford,  spokesman  for  
the U.S.  Attorney’s office, declined to say why Thursday’s hearing was kept quiet.  

“It’s unusual for a plea hearing to be held that hasn’t been  previously announced  on  the court docket,  but it does happen,”  
he said.  “I wouldn’t go so far as to say it’s rare.”  

Marilyn  Bagley’s  attorney,  P.J.  O’Connor,  also  declined  to  comment about the  plea  deal,  in  which  prosecutors  agreed  to  
drop  charges  of  sex  trafficking,  forced  labor  trafficking,  document  ude  and  use  of  an  int  at  y  t  atservit  erst e  facilit o  facilit e  unlawful  
act y  against  .ivit  his  client  

Prosecutors said the couple promised the girl, who grew up in foster care homes,  “a great life” in which they would help her  
become a model and  dancer and  make her “dreams come true.”  

Federal  authorities  began  invest  ing  t  er  t  im  was  t  o  a  hospitigat  he  couple  in  February  2009  aft  he  vict  aken  t  al  in  cardiac  
arrest,  which  prosecutors  said  happened  while  she  was  being  suffocat  rocut  orted  and  elect  ed  during  a  t ure  session.  

Marilyn  Bagley  t  ed  Press  last  ha  t  im  collapsed  while  ge  t  while  beingold  The  Associat  year  t  he  vict  ing  ready  for  work,  not  
tortured.  The  couple  had  claimed  t  s,  including  some  t  charact  orthe  sex  act  he  government  erized  as  t ure,  were  consensual  as  part  
of their bondage,  dominance,  sadism  and  masochism  lifestyle,  in  which t  he young woman was a volunt  icipanthey  said  t  ary  part  .  

Copyright 2012  Associat  s  reserved.  This  mat  be  published,  broadcast  en,  ored  Press.  All  right  erial  may  not  ,  rewri  t  
redist  ed.ribut  

Ca  ce Federalif.  Courts Fa  l Scrutiny Over InterpreterAccess  
Sacramento (CA) Bee,  December 5,  2012  
U.S.  Department of  Just  at  California  t  h  as  part  igat  o  whetice  represent ives  will  visit  his  mont  of  an  ongoing  invest  ion  int  her  

the state’s courts are violating federal laws for failing to provide interpreters in many civil and family law cases.  
The  invest  ion  st  filed  by  t  ion  of  Los  Angeles  on  behalf  ofigat  ems  from  a  December  2010  complaint  he  Legal  Aid  Foundat  

two  litigant  provided  wit  erpret  heir  court  alleges  t  in  failing  ts  who  were  not  h  Korean  int  ers  for  t  hearings.  The  complaint  hat  o  
provide  t  erpret  he  court  ed  Tit  he  federal  Civil  Right  of  1964,  which  prohibit  ional  originhe  int  ers,  t  s violat  le  VI  of  t  s Act  s nat  
discrimination.  
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These cases “are just two examples ofmany LAFLA (Legal Aid Foundation  of Los Angeles)  clients who have been  denied  
access  t he  court  heir  limit  .o t  s based  on  t  ed-English proficiency,” according to the complaint  

One  of  the  Southern  California  lit  s  described  in  t  is  a  tigant  he  complaint  hen-72-year-old  woman  on  a  fixed  income  who  filed  
for  a  rest  an  apart  maint  o  her.raining  order against  ment  enance worker she said groped her and  exposed himself t  

In  October 2010,  she  wen  to t  y Superior Court  en  request  o waive  the  Los  Angeles  Count  and  filed  a  wri  t  asking  i  t  he  fees  
for an interpreter but was denied because there “is no right to an interpreter provided at public expense in  a civil case,” according  
t he  complainto t  .  

She  and  t  her  Sout  igant  he  complaint  a  single  mot  hroughhe  ot  hern  California  lit  described  in  t  —  her  seeking  child  suppor  t  
t  —  ually  sought  he  Legal  Aid  Foundat  ion  paid  for  t  erpret  ahe  Los  Angeles  court  event  help  from  t  ion.  The  foundat  heir  int  ers  at  
cost of $300 in  each  case,  and  “based  on  that,  they were  able  to  complete  their cases favorably,”  said Joann  Lee,  the  attorney  
who  filed  t  .he  complaint  

“But not everybody gets  help from  us,”  Lee  said.  “T  are  lot of people  struggling  through  the  court process  becausehere  a  
they are not getting interpreters.”  

California  courts  routinely  provide  int  ers  in  criminal,  juvenile  dependency  and  family  law  cases  in  which  domesterpret  ic  
violence-related  restraining  orders  are  request  failing  t  erpret  wited.  But  o  make  int  ers  available  in  all  cases  could  be  in  conflict  h  
federal  guidance.  

According  t  ment  ice  le  t  o  all  st e  chief  just  administ ors,  court hato  a  2010  Depart  of  Just  er  [PDF]  t  at  ices  and  court  rat  s  t  
receive  federal  funding  —  including  t  —  provide  free  int  ers  in  all  court  o  avoidhe  Los  Angeles  court  must  erpret  proceedings  t  
violat  s  laws.ing  civil  right  

Mary  Hearn,  spokeswoman  for  the  Los  Angeles  County  Superior  Court,  said  in  an  email  that  the  court  “has  followed  
California  law  wit  o  providing  language  services  and does so with highly trained, certified professional interpreters.”h  regard  t  

The  Los  Angeles  court spends  more  t  o  provide  int  ers  in  25  languages,  Hearn  said.han  $30  million  each  year  t  erpret  
The  California  Administ ive  Office  of  t  s  declined  t  he  Depart  of  Just  spokesmanrat  he  Court  o  discuss  t  ment  ice  inquiry,  but  

Cat  y for t  at  s.hal  Conneely  said  language  access  is  a  priorit  he  st e  court  
“Equal  access  to  justice  and  to  the  courts  for  all,  regardless  of  an  individual’s  ability  to  communicate  in  English,  is  a  

fundamental  goal of the California judicial system,” he wrote in an email.  
He  said  t  ut  case  law  have  been  int  ed  t  e  int  ers  for  proceedingshe  California  cons  it ion  and  subsequent  erpret  o  mandat  erpret  

relat  o  criminal,  misdemeanor  and  delinquency  ma  t  raining  order.ed  t  ers,  as  well  as  some  family  law  cases  involving  a  rest  
But some  legal  scholars  said  California  is  out  h  federal  st ut —  ional  tof compliance wit  at es  and nat  rends.  
T  hathe Department of Justice has “made it very clear” that the Civil Rights Act requires state courts t  receive  federal  funds  

to  provide  interpret  ypes  of  cases,  said  Laura  Abel,  deput  or  of  t  ional  Cent  o  Justers  in  all  t  y  direct  he  Nat  er  for  Access  t  ice  at  
Cardozo  Law  School  in  New  York.  “State  courts  around  the  country  have  been  moving  toward  expanding  court int  ererpret  
services to cover all civil cases, and California just hasn’t moved that way,” she said.  

The Depart  of Just  respond t  ions abou  t  invest  ion.ment  ice  did  not  o  quest  he  California  court  igat  
There  are  at least  at  h  wri  t  es  requiring  court o  provide  int  ers  in  all  civil  cases,  Abel  said.27  st es  wit  en  mandat  s  t  erpret  
This  year,  the  American  Bar  Association  issued  new  st  o  court  erpretandards  calling  for  expanded  access  t  int  ers  as  a  

“fundamental principle of law,  fairness and access to justice,  and to promote the integrity and accuracy of judicial proceedings.”  
Judge  Erica  Yew  of  the  Santa  Clara  Count  was  on  t  ion  subcommi  t  hat  ed  ty  Superior  Court  he  bar  associat  ee  t  draft  he  new  

standards.  
“It’s really a travesty when people leave the courtroom not understanding what was said  and what happened in their case,”  

Yew said.  “Interpreters always make things better because there’s clearer communication.”  
Yew  said  t  in  Sant  y,  she  is  able  t  int  ers  in  civil  cases  on  an  as-needed  basis.  Familyhat  a  Clara  Count  o  request  erpret  

members,  friends  and  lawyers  also  have  served  as  int  ers  for  some  monolingual  lit  s  in  her  court  hough  she  doeserpret  igant  room,  t  
no  t  hathink  t  is  ideal.  

“California is unique because there are so many languages spoken  here compared to other parts of the country,” she said.  
“Everyone  I have  spoken  to  (about  this)  universally has  seen  that  we  hey  recognize  that  languageshould  have  interpreters.  T  
access is key to having justice in California courts.”  

“T  he  will  is  there,  but  like  many  other  areas,  there  needs  to  behe  obstacle  is,  unfortunately,  funding,”  Yew  added.  “T  
adequate funding to provide the services.”  

In  California,  a  2006  bill  that required  t  s  t  erpret  he  Legislathe  court o  provide  and  pay  for  int  ers  in  all  civil  cases  passed  t  ure  
but was  vet  hen-Gov.  Arnold  Schwarzenegger  due  t s  pot ial  fiscal  impactoed by t  o it  ent  .  

In  t  $93.7  million  on  court erpret ion  services.  The  California  court  hashe  2008-09  fiscal  year,  California  spent  int  at  s  budget  
been  cut by nearly $1 .2 billion  since 2009.  
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St e  court  ly  cit  o  expanding  int  er  access,  but  s  2010  le t  o  st e  courtat  s  frequent  e  funding  as  a  barrier  t  erpret  in  it  er  t  at  
administrators,  the  Department  of  Justice  stated  that  fiscal  pressures  “do  not  provide  an  exemption  from  civil  rights  
requirements.”  

California  is  no  t  at o  receive  Depart  of  Just  iny.  The  agency  also  has  recent  igathe  only  st e  t  ment  ice  scrut  ly  invest  ed  
int  er  access  in  Colorado,  Norterpret  h  Carolina  and  Rhode  Island.  

Rhode  Island  is  t  eps  t  s  court  erpret  o  allaking  st  oward  expanding  language  access  in  it  s,  and  Colorado  now  offers  int  ers  t  
litigants,  regardless  of  t  hey  come  t  .  The  Depart  of  Just  Nort  s  a  warning  le  the  reason  t  o  court  ment  ice  sent  h  Carolina  court  er  
earlier  t  at  ha  it  risk  of  losing  federal  funding;  negot ions  are  ongoing.his  year  st ing  t  was  at  iat  

According  to  a  CSU  Sacramento  st  he  Administ ive  Office  of  t  s,  more  tudy  [PDF]  commissioned  by  t  rat  he  Court  han  200  
languages are spoken in California, and an estimated 6.7 million residents speak or understand English “less than very well.”  

O  fHairAttacks Lose Appeal ForNew Trial; Judge Won’t Ohio Amish Guilty O  verturn Convictions  
Associated  Press,  December 6,  2012  
TOLEDO,  Ohio  —A  federal  judge  on  Thursday  denied  a  request  rial  made  by  tfor  a  new  t  he  leader  of  an  Amish  group  and  

some of his followers convicted in  hair-cu  ting  a t  heir own  faitacks on  members of t  h.  
U.S.  Dist  Judge  Dan  Polst  o  overt  he  convict  Sr.  and  his  followers  who  joinedrict  er  also  declined  t  urn  t  ions  of  Samuel  Mullet  

his request  of t  ed.,  most  hose  who  were  convict  
Sixt  ed  in  Sept  e  crimes  for  a  series  of  hair- and  beard-cu  t  ackseen  Amish  men  and  women  were  convict  ember  of  hat  ing  a  t  

t  st  e  t  errorized  t  lement  ern  Ohio.hat emmed  from  a  religious  disput ha  t  he  normally  peaceful  religious  se  t  in  east  
The  five  a  tacks  just over  a  year  ago  were  an  a  t  o  shame  mainst  believed  were  stemp  t  ream  members  who  Mullet  raying  

from  t  ors  said.heir  beliefs,  prosecut  
Mullet’s  defense  attorney,  Ed  Bryan,  argued  that  the  prosecution  presented  no  evidence  that  Mullet  participated  in  the  

a  t  hat  he  plans  should  not be  enough  for  a  conviction.acks  and  t  merely  knowing  abou  t  
The judge rejected that argument,  saying it was clear Mullet had  a role in  what happened  even  though he wasn’t accused  

of cutting anyone’s hair.  
“There was substantial evidence that Samuel Mullet Sr. did more than tacitly approve of the attacks,” Polsterwrote.  
Bryan  also argued  that allowing Mullet’s daughter-in-law  to  test  her  sexual  relat  h  Mulle  t  ed  tify  about  ionship  wit  aint  he  jury  

and  should  not have  been  permi  t  did  not  hing  t  h  t  ings.ed  because  it  have  anyt  o  do  wit he  hair  cu  t  
Bryan said he was disappointed by the judge’s decision Thursday and that he plans to appeal.  
“I think we made a pretty compelling case,” he said.  “I  still believe evidence presented at trial was insufficient.”  
During t  rial,  wit  heir fat  of bed  and  chopped  off his beard in t  andhe  t  nesses  described  how  sons  pulled  t  her  out  he  moonlight  

howwomen surrounded theirmother-in-law and  cut  wo feet  aking it  o toff t  of her hair,  t  down  t he scalp in  some places.  
Prosecutors  said  the  a  t  arget  carries  spirit  he  Amish  faitackers  t  ed  hair  because  it  ual  significance  in  t  h.  
Mullet’s request for acquittal or a new trial also said the judge should  not have allowed an  Associated Press article from  an  

Oct  erview  of  Mulle  o  be  used  as  evidence  and  t  prosecut  took  Mullet’s  statements  in  the  article  out  ofober  2011  int  t  hat  ors  
cont ,  t  e.ext he  judge  wrot  

The  judge  responded  by  saying  that Mullet  ed  t  he  art  hat  could  have  t ified  tnever  disput  he  accuracy  of  t  icle  and  t  Mullet  est  o  
clarify  what he  meant.  

“Of course, he was entitled to exercise  his  cons  itutional  right  o  t ify,  but  now  complain  his  commentno  t est  he  cannot  s  were  
misconstrued,” Polster wrote.  

During  the  interview  at Mullet’s  home  before  he  was  arrested,  Mullet  said  he  didn’t  order  the  hair-cutting  but didn’t  stop  
anyone  from  carrying it out.  “We  know what we  did  and  why we did it.  We  excommunicated  some  members here  because they  
didn’t want to obey the rules of the church,” he said.  

Mullet’s defense argued there was newly discovered  evidence,  including  notes and  a  he  AP  int  hatrecording  from  t  erview,  t  
merit a  new  t  he  judge  wrot ha  t  new  and  could  have  been  sought  he  trial.  Bu  t  e  t  he  evidence  was  not  before  t  rial  began.  

“No  one  has  seen  the  notes  or  the  recording,  and  Mullet  Sr.  has  not  asserted  that  the  notes  or  recording  reflect any  
material difference from the evidence,” Polster said.  

The defendant  erms of 10 years ormore a  t  encing.s  face  prison  t  heir  Jan.  24  sent  
Copyright 2012  Associat  s  reserved.  This  mat  be  published,  broadcast  en,  ored  Press.  All  right  erial  may  not  ,  rewri  t  

redist  ed.ribut  

Oa nd Cedes  Temporakla  ry Control Over Police  
By  Bobby  White  
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Wall St  Journal, December 7,  2012reet  
Full-t  st  he  Wall  St  Journal  are  available  t  he  link.ext ories  from  t  reet  o  Journal  subscribers  by  clicking  t  

Loca  rmers Get Cra  n Trafficking Preventionl Fa  sh Course In  Huma  
WCTV-TV Tallahassee (FL),  December 7,  2012  
Quincy,  FL  — Farmers  in  our  area  had  a  first hand  lesson  in  how  to  spot and  prevent  rafficking.human  t  
Why  farmers?  Well  t  workers  can  lead  t  rading.heir use ofmigrant  o horrific scenarios of human  t  
Gadsden  Count  of  a  wakeup  call  Thursday.  The  depart  of  homeland  securit  he  u.Sy  farmers  had  a  bit  ment  y  as  well  as  t  

attorney’s office were trying to educate them about the ugly world of human trafficking.  
Major  Shawn  Wood,  Gadsden County Sheriff’s Office,  “what we’re  wanting  them  to know is that when  someon  is illegal,  if  

they’re children, they’re family,  if they’re a vicitm, we want to help them.  We want to make sure that no one is a victim in  gadsden  
county.”  

The  migrant workers  employed  by  farmers  help  keep  t  al  agricult  em  going  in  the  vit  ure  syst  he  area.  
But there’s very real potential for human trade type crimes to be going on among the hired help.  
Pamela  C.  Marsh,  U.S.  Attorney for Northern  Florida,  stated,  “farmers depend  on  migrant labor,  and  when  human  beings  

are  brought in  t  hey  can  somet  o  do  labor,  not  he  farmers  but  hose  who  have  smuggled  to  do  labor  t  imes  be  forced  t  by  t  by  t  hem  
into the country.”  

U.S.  Immigrat  oms  enforcement  rafficking  is  exploit ion  based.ions  and  cust  says  human  t  at  
It includes crime against a victim’s human rights and is usually orchestrated by a criminal organization.  
It does  not  he  border,  and  sex  t  izen  or  not  rafficking.require crossing  of t  rafficking  ofminors,  U.S.  Cit  , is human  t  
January  is  human  trafficking  prevention  mont  ion  and  Cust  says  t  heir  focus  is  noth.  Immigrat  oms  Enforcment  ha  t  about  

deportation, but getting victim’s the necessary help.  

ANTITRUST:  

Google Subject OfMeetings With DOJ  
By  Krystal  Peak  
San  Jose (CA)  Business  Journal,  December 6,  2012  
The  U.S.  Depart  of  Just  ings  wit  his  week  t  igat  rustment  ice  is  in  meet  h  various  companies  t  o  invest  e  Google  Inc.  amid  an  it  

allegations.  The  Washington  Post  s  t  t  wo-yearreport ha  he  nearly  t  -old  investigation  into  Googleâ€™s  search  result  practices  
have  come  int  ion,  some  claiming  t  he  case  has  been  mishandled  by  t  heo  quest  ha  t  he  Federal  Trade  Commission,  which  shares  t  
investigation  wit he  Just  menth  t  ice  Depart  ,  and  should  be  more  closely  examined.  

Justice  officials  have  met wit  leas  t  weeks  t  ha  th  at  wo  companies  in  recent  o  discuss  concerns  t  he  FTC,  which  is  overseen  
by  a  bipartisan,  five-member  commission,  might be  ready  t  his  invest  ion  wit  direct  he  complainto  resolve  t  igat  hout  ly  addressing  t  s  
made  about search-engine  result  he  Post  s.preferences,  t  report  

While  the  FTC  is  a  the  t  igat  he  case,  many  are  expect  hat le  or  no  repercussions  will  resultail  end  of invest  ing  t  ing  t  li  t  .  
These  set of  meet  days  aft  rust  he  Unit  at  o  discuss  t  eings  come  just  er  an  it  officials  in  t  ed  St es  and  Europe  me  t  heir  separat  

invest  ions ofGoogle.igat  
And  while  claims have  been  made  putting  the  FT  ively  filing  courtCâ€™s actions into  question,  it has been  act  briefs  such  

as  one  filed  Wednesday  against allowing  companies  to  use  o  block  otâ€œstandards-essential  patentsâ€•t  her  companies  from  
offering  new  product  he  markets  in  t  place.  

Through  its  Motorola  arm,  Google  sued  Apple  t ry  and  ban  t  claiming  to  t  he  sale  of  iPhones  and  iPads  —  hey  infringed  on  
pat ed  tent  echnology.  

Lat  heir  voices  t he  Google  an  it  case.  Last  h,  U.S.  Represent ivesely,  some  members  of  Congress  have  len  t  o  t  rust  mont  at  
Anna  Eshoo and  Zoe Lofgren  sent a  le t o  FTC  Chairman  Jon  Leibowitz criticizing the commissionâ€™s antitrust investigationer  t  
into  Google.  

The  le  t  ed  crit  he  FTC  for  not  ha  it  igat  ed,  and  suggest  hater  point  icism  a  t  providing  enough  proof  t  s  invest  ion  is  warrant  ed  t  
it is using a loophole in  t  o sidest  o prove some of ithe  FTC  Ac  t  ep  having  t  s  claims.  

â€œSuch a massive expansion of FTC jurisdiction would be unwarranted,  unwise,  and likely have negative implications for  
our nationâ€™s economy,â€•t  e.hey  wrot  

Currently,  the  FTC  is  in  negot ions  wit  no  final  agreement or  decree  has  been  made.iat  h  Google  but  

Ex-Pittsburgh Worker Plea  seds  Guilty In  Bid-rigging Ca  
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By  Rich  Lord  
Pi t  -Gaze tsburgh Post  e, December 7,  2012  
A  former  cit  sburgh  employee  accused  of  working  wit  repreneur  t  y  cont  ing  process  pleadedy of Pi t  h a local  ent  o rig  a cit  ract  

guilt oday  ty  t  o  conspiracy.  
Christine  Ann  Kebr,  55,  of  Castle  Shannon,  worked  for  the  city’s  Computer  Information  Systems  department,  earning  

$60,591  a  year.  In  2006  and  2007,  t  ment  he  process  of  choosing  a  vendor  t  all  new  radios  in  policehe  depart  was  managing  t  o  inst  
cars.  

Ms.  Kebr  is  accused  of  meet  edly  wit  Bedway,  a  Robinson  ent  rolled  Carnegie-baseding  repeat  h  Art  repreneur  who  cont  
Victory  Security  and  created  Alpha  Outfitters.  She  worked  with  him  and  an  unnamed  partner  to  craft  the  city’s  request  for  
proposals  to  install  radios.  Then  she  administ  he  cont  ing  process  for  t  y,  which  ended  wit  he  pac  tered t  ract  he  cit  h an  award  of t  o  
Alpha  Ou  fi  ters.  

The  city  eventually  paid  Alpha  Ou  fi  t  o  inst  he  radios,  Assist  U.S.  A  t  Cessar  said  at Ms.ers  $327,000  t  all  t  ant  orney  Robert  
Kebr’s plea hearing. During the course of the cont  , he said,  Ms.  Kebr received tract  wo  $3,000  bribes.  

Ms.  Kebr  had  no  substantial  comment  he  hearing,  and  she  and  her  a  ts  during  t  orney,  Gary  Gerson,  declined  comment  
afterward.  U.S.  District  hy  Bissoon  scheduled  sentJudge  Cat  encing  for  April  4.  

Mr.  Bedway,  63,  has  pleaded  not guilt o  a  seven-count  ment  him.  His  a  t  in  Diety  t  indict  against  orney,  Mart  z,  declined  
comment.  

Rich Lord:  rlord@post  e.com,  412-263-1542 or Twi t-gaze  t  er  @richelord.  
First Published  December 6,  2012 11 :09 am  

Judge May LowerApple's Award In  Sa  tent Camsung Pa  se  
U.S.  District Judge  Lucy Koh  sa  a  rs  lcula  ma  a rded Apple  $1  billion  inys  it  ppea the  jury misca  ted da ges  when  it  wa  

the ca  ker a  msung.se involving the iPhone ma  nd Sa  
By  Jessica  Guynn  
Los Angeles Times,  December 7,  2012  
SAN  JOSE  —  A  federal  judge  signaled  T  s  pathursday  that  she  might  reduce  Apple  Inc.’s  $1 -billion  jury  award  in  it  ent  

infringement case  wit  ronics  Co.h  Samsung  Elect  
U.S.  Dist  Judge  Lucy  Koh  did  not  shave  t  during  a  marat  ernoonrict  specify  by  how  much  she  might  he  award,  but  hon  aft  

hearing  in  federal  court in  San  Jose  she  said  it  ha  t  ed  damages.did  appear  t  he  jury  had  miscalculat  
In  August  er  t  ions  in  t  ent  han  $1  billion., aft hree days of deliberat  he complex pat  case,  a jury awarded Apple more t  
In  t  hs  since  t  ,  Samsung  has  mount  o  overt  he  verdict  ofhe  mont  he  verdict  ed  an  aggressive  campaign  t  urn  t  ,  raising  a  host  

legal  issues  including  juror  misconduct.  Apple  hotly  cont ed  t  he  hearing  Thursday  and  sough  test  hose  issues  during  t  o  increase  
the  damage  award.  

Lawyers for the world’s two largest smartphone makers sparred formore than three hours over a bevy of legal issues in the  
dispute  that  he  largest  ellect  y  case.  Koh  said  she  would  issue  rulings  in  tproduced  one  of  t  damage  awards  in  an  int  ual  propert  he  
coming  weeks.  

Samsung  argued  tha  the  damage  award  should  be  reduced  because  t  ly  calculat  he  amounthe  jury  incorrect  ed  t  .  Apple  
asked  t  o  award  $535  million  morehe  cour  t  in  damages  because  the  jury  found  that Samsung  had  willfully  infringed  Apple’s  
pat s.ent  

Both sides seemed to be gearing up for years of legal appeals despite the judge’s plea for “global peace.” The case is likely  
t  he  U.S.  Federal  Circuit  of  Appeals,  t  on  cour  t  decides  pat  disput  he  U.S.o  go  before  t  Court  he  Washingt  hat  ent  es,  and  perhaps  t  
Supreme  Court.  

Apple  also  asked  t  o  ban  some  Samsung  product  rule  on  whet  he  infringing  Samsunghe  judge  t  s.  The  judge  did  not  her  t  
product  aken  off sts  should  be  t  ore  shelves.  

The  product  dent  he  ban  would  give  Apple  a  win  in  it  akess  are  older  models  and  would  not  Samsung  sales,  bu  t  s  high-st  
pat  war  agains  t  h  Korean  company  t  is  playing  out  he  globe.ent  he  Sout  hat  around  t  

Judge Aims To Resolve Apple-Sa  l Disputes,  Considers Trimming Jury Verdictmsung Lega  
Associated  Press,  December 6,  2012  
SAN  JOSE,  Calif.  — Urging the world’s largest smartphone makers to settle their differences,  a federal judge said  she will  

issue  rulings  aimed  at resolving  a  mult  ed  legal  ba  t  ween  Apple  Inc.  and  Samsung  Electifacet  le  bet  ronics.  
“I  think it’s  time  for global  peace,”  U.S.  District Judge  Lucy Koh  told  lawyers  for the  two  electronics  giants,  during  a  court  

hearing  Thursday  in  San  Jose.  
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Koh  appeared  ready  t rim  a  $1  billion  jury  verdict  ronics  t  heo  t  Apple  won  over  Samsung  Elect  his  summer.  She  said  over  t  
next several  weeks she would issue a series of rulings t  he many legal issues raised  a  to  address  t  he  hearing.  

Samsung  is  seeking  a  new  t  ion  of  t  hat  ed  from  a  lawsuit  herial  or a  reduct  he  verdic  t result  Apple  filed in  2011 .  Apple,  on  t  
ot  he  judge  t  o  t  ly  ban  t  Samsungher  hand,  urged  t  o  add  millions  more  t he  award  and  permanent  he  U.S.  sales  of  eight  
smartphone  models  a  jury  in  August said  illegally  used  Apple  technology.  

Koh  gave  no  indication  on  how  she  would  rule  on  the  sales  ban  request  amount  from  tor  by  what  she  would  cut  he  $1  
billion  award.  Samsung  was  demanding  that she  cu  t  han  half,  but  hat  h  the  award  by  more  t  Koh  gave  no  hin  t  she  sided  wit hat  
argument or Apple’s separate argument for an increase in the award.  

Apple  filed  a  second  lawsuit  his  year,  alleging  that  Samsung’s  newer  products  are  unfairly  using  Apple’searlier  t  
technology. That’s set for trial in 2014. In addition, the two companies are locked in  legal battles in several other countries.  

At T  ing  aspersions  on  t  her  side.hursday’s hearing,  lawyers for each company responded by  cast  he  ot  
Apple  lawyer  Harold  McElhinny  claimed  that  Samsung  “willfully”  made  a  business  decision  to  copy  Apple’s  iPad  and  

iPhone,  and  he  called  the  jury’s  $1 .05  billion  award  a  “slap  in  the  wrist.”  McElhinny  said  Apple  intended  t  ingo  keep  on  fight  
Samsung  in  court unt changed  itil  it  s  business  ways.  

In  turn,  Samsung  lawyer  Charles  Verhoeven  responded  that  Apple  was  attempting  to  “compete  through  the  courthouse  
instead  of the  marketplace.”  He  said  Apple  wants  to  tie  up  Samsung  in  court  he  world  rat  han  compet  h  its  around  t  her  t  ing  wit  
head-on.  

In  the  third  quarter of 2012,  Samsung  sold  55  million  smartphones  to  Apple’s  23.6  million  sales  worldwide,  representing  
32.5 percent of the market for Samsung compared with Apple’s 14 percent.  

Earlier in  the hearing,  Koh  appeared  ready to rework some of the jury’s damage calculations.  The jurors filled  out a verdict  
form  listing  the  amount  e  product  ance,  tof damages Samsung  owed Apple for 26 separat  s.  For inst  he jurors said Samsung  owed  
Apple  nearly $58 million  for sales of its Prevail  smartphone found to have used Apple’s “tap-and-zoom” technology.  But the type  
of patent violation  the jury found doesn’t lend itself to that big  of an  award for the product,  Koh  said,  musing that it appeared  that  
Apple  could  recover  perhaps  $8  million  over  t  e.he  Prevail  disput  

That was just one of 26 line items Koh is reviewing when it comes to considering the jury’s $1.05 billion verdict.  
She  is  also  considering  Samsung’s  demand  for  the  verdict  to  be  completely  wiped  out and  for  a  new  t  o  be  held.rial  t  

Samsung  raises  a  host  of legal  issues  in  arguing  it  was  deprived  of  a  fair  trial  in  a  courthouse  a  dozen  miles  from  Apple’s  
Cupert  ers.  One  of  it  s  is  t  jury  foreman  Velvin  Hogan  committed  misconduct  when  he  didn’tino,  Calif.,  headquart  argument  hat  
divulge  he  had  been  sued  by  his  former  employer,  Seagat  or  in  Seagate Technology,  in  1993.  Samsung is a large invest  e.  

Koh  showed  no  indicat  she  t  of  t  ,  and  most  s  said  Samsung  had  no  chance  ofion  of  what  hought  he  argument  legal  expert  
prevailing on that issue because it happened more than 20 years ago and Hogan wasn’t specifically asked about it.  

“The  connection  here  is  tenuous,”  said  Christopher  V.  Carani,  a  Chicago  patent  attorney  who  has  closely  followed  the  
case.  “I would be surprised if Judge Koh accepted this argument and scrapped the jury’s entire finding.”  

Koh’s decision  will help shape the ultimate result of the case,  but this bitter legal battle  is expected to land before the U.S.  
Court of  Appeals  for  t  ,  t  on,  D.C.-based  cour  t  decides  pat  disput  he  U.S.  Supremehe  Federal  Circuit he  Washingt  hat  ent  es,  if  no  t  
Court.  

Copyright 2012  Associat  s  reserved.  This  mat  be  published,  broadcast  en,  ored  Press.  All  right  erial  may  not  ,  rewri  t  
redist  ed.ribut  

EU Rea  w To Help Price-Fixing Victims  Sue ForDa gesdies La  ma  
By  Aoife  White  
Bloomberg  News,  December 7,  2012  
European  Union  regulators  may  make  it easier  for  cart  ims  t  he  perpet ors  under  proposals  tel  vict  o  sue  t  rat  o  be  unveiled  in  

“the coming months,” Competition Commissioner Joaquin Almunia said today.  
The  proposals  will  seek to  “set  up  an  EU-wide  procedure  for these  compensation  actions,”  Almunia  told  a  conference  in  

Brussels.  
Private  damages  lawsuits  are  rare  in  nat  s  across  Europe.  The  European  Commission,  which  yestional  court  erday  levied  

record  cartel  fines  of  1 .47  billion  euros  ($1 .9  billion)  on  producers  of  cathode-ray  t  er  monitubes  for  TVs  and  comput  ors,  has  
championed  such lawsuits as a way to compensat  ims of illegal  monopolies and  carte  vict  els.  

The  damages  legislat  document  s  can  obt  ors  t  erion  will  also  include  rules  on  what  s  claimant  ain  from  EU  regulat  o  bolst  
compensat  s  against  el  members,  Almunia  said.ion  lawsuit  cart  

Cartel  victims  taking  legal  action  in  national  courts  have  asked  for documents  “that should  have  been  protected  because  
otherwise our leniency programs would not work,” Almunia said.  
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Possible rules on group lawsuits, or collective redress,  “will come later,” he said.  
To  contac  the  report  his  st  e  in  Brussels  at  e62@bloomberg.neter  on  t  ory:  Aoife  Whit  awhit  .  
To  cont  he  edit  his  st  hony  Aarons  at  .ac  t  or  responsible  for  t  ory:  Ant  aaarons@bloomberg.net  

FTC’s Rosch Says Agency Not A Tool ForAntitrust Attacks  
By  Sara  Forden  &  Jeff  Bliss  
Bloomberg  News,  December 7,  2012  
The  U.S.  Federal  Trade  Commission,  under  pressure  from  Microsoft Corp.  (MSFT)  and  it  o  sue  Google  Inc.s  allies  t  

(GOOG),  shouldn’t be  viewed  by big  companies  as  a tool  to  bring  antitrust cases  against rivals,  Commissioner Thomas  Rosch  
said.  

“They  can  darn  well  bring  it  as  a  privat  rust  ion  if  t  hink  t  ead  of  free-riding  on  te  an  it  act  hey  t  heir  ox  is  being  gored  inst  he  
government  to  achieve  the  same  result,”  Rosch,  one  of  two  Republicans  on  the  five-member  commission,  said  today  in  an  
interview.  

The  FTC  and  Mount  o  se  t  h  invest  ion  int  herain  View,  California-based  Google  are  in  discussions  t  le  a  20-mont  igat  o  whet  
the world’s most popular search  engine  is quashing  competition  in  the Internet industry,  people  familiar with the talks have  said.  
The  most serious  allegat  ors  make  —  hat  s  t  s  own  services  —ion  compe  it  t  Google  skews  search  result o  favor  it  isn’t part of the  
negot ions,  tiat  he  people  have  said.  

To  highlight  what  its  members  call  Google’s  anticompetitive  behavior,  FairSearch.org  was  formed  in  October  2010.  The  
group  includes  companies  such  as  Redmond,  Washingt  ,  U.K.  shopping  comparison  websiton-based  Microsoft  e  Foundem  and  
Bellevue,  Washingt  ravel  service.on-based  Expedia  Inc.,  an  online  t  

FairSearch.org  has  pressed  the  FTC  to  sue  Google  over  t  her  alleged  violathe  search-bias  claim,  among  ot  ions.  In  a  paper  
FairSearch.org prepared to make its case to the commission,  the group said,  “Closing the investigation,  or accepting inadequate  
relief,  will  further  entrench  t  and  exacerbat he  harm  t  rusthe  very  conduct  e  t  he  an  it  laws  are  designed to prevent.”  

Rosch,  who  declined  t  on  t  ed  t he  commission  by  former  Republican  Presidento  comment  he  Google  probe,  was  nominat  o  t  
George  W.  Bush  and  t  o  leave  t  is  confirmed  by  t  e.ook  office  in  2006.  He  plans  t  he  commission  when  a  replacement  he  Senat  
President Barack  Obama  in  Sept  ed  Joshua  Wright  George  Mason  Universit oember  nominat  ,  a  Republican  law  professor  at  y,  t  
t  he  Republican  seat  he  commission  now  held  by  Rosch.ake t  on  t  

To  contac  the  report  his  st  on  at  ;  Jeff  Bliss  in  Washingters  on  t  ory:  Sara  Forden  in  Washingt  sforden@bloomberg.net  on  at  
jbliss@bloomberg.net.  

To  contact t  ors  his  st  ha  at  ha@bloomberg.net  evenhe  edit  responsible  for  t  ory:  Michael  Hyt  mhyt  ;  St  Komarow  at  
skomarow1@bloomberg.net.  

ENVIRONMENT:  

Drought Revives  Old Wa  rAmong River StaterWa  tes  
By  David  A.  Lieb  
Associated  Press,  December 7,  2012  
JEFFERSON  CITY,  Mo.  (AP)  —  The  wat  raging  again  in  America’s  heartland,  where  drought-st  ater  wars  are  ricken  st es  

are  pleading  for  the  increasingly  scarce  water  of  t  —  o  drink  from  t  s,  irrigat heir  crops  and  floa  the  Missouri  River  t  heir  faucet  e  t  he  
barges t  carry billions of dollars of agricult  s t  .hat  ural  product o  market  

From  Montana  to  West  h  sides  have  wri  t  Barack  Obama  urging  him  t  ervene  —Virginia,  officials  on  bot  en  President  o  int  or  
not —  o tin  a  long-running  dispute  over  whether  water  from  the  Missouri’s  upstream  reservoirs  should  be  released  int he  
Mississippi  River  to  ease  low  water  levels  t  have  imperiled  commercial  that  raffic.  

The  quarrel  pits  boaters,  fishermen  and  t  erest  communit  ream  and  companies  t  rely  on  tourism  int  s  against  ies  downst  hat  he  
Mississippi  to  do  business.  

“We  are  back  to  the  age-old  old  battle  of  recreation  and  irrigation  verses  navigation,”  said  Sen.  Claire  McCaskill,  a  
Democrat from  Missouri.  

If t  er is held back,  downst  at  hat  he Mississippi  could  come t  andst  imehe  wat  ream  st es  warn  t  shipping  on  t  o  a  near  st  ill  somet  
aft  mas  along  a 180-mile  st ch bet  . Louis  and  t  hern  Illinois  t  if t  er is  released,er Christ  ret  ween  St  he  sout  own  of Cairo.  But he  wat  
upst  ies  worry  t  he  t  he  drought  year  for  farms  and  t  hat  heream  communit  ha  t  oll  of  t  could  be  even  worse  next  owns  t  depend  on  t  
Missouri.  
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Obama has not decided  whet  o ent he disput  he Whit  a t  able t  ensions areher t  er t  e,  nor has t  e House set imet  o respond.  Bu  t  
rising  in  t  le.his  decades-old  ba  t  

From  his perch  as execut  or of t  heast  Aut  y,  Dan Overbeywat  his week asive  direct  he  Sout  Missouri  Regional  Port  horit  ched  t  
workers  scrambled  t  as  much  grain  as  possible  before  t  s  so  low  t  it  economically  feasible  oro  ship  out  he  Mississippi  get  hat is  not  
physically  possible  to  move  loaded-down  barges.  

“I don’t know ifwe’ll have, ‘How the Grinch Stole the River’ here,” Overbey said.  But if there is water to spare,  “it would be a  
good thing to do.”  

More  than  800  miles  to  the  northwest,  Michael  Dwyer  was  also  stewing.  He’s  the  executive  vice  president  of the  North  
Dakot  er  Users  Associata  Wat  ion.  

To  Dwyer,  the  downriver interests are “taking selfishness” to “a level you can’t even comprehend.”  
“We suffered the impact of these reservoirs” when  they were created decades ago by dams that flooded 500,000 acres of  

bottomland, Dwyer said.  “To have some use of the resource only seems appropriate.”  
A  t  near  Cape  Girardeau,  Mo.,  about  ons  of  cargo  are  loaded  or  unloaded  annually,he  Mississippi  River  port  a  million  t  

providing  about 200  jobs,  Overbey  said.  
The  wat  al  in  part  he  Dakot  he  dammed-up  Missouri  River  has  spawned  a  t  ryer  is  also  vit  s  of  t  as,  where  t  ourism  indust  

cent  ing  and  fishing.ered  on  boat  
Todd  Mart  he  summer  and  also  runs  an  upholst  hatell  serves  as  a  guide  for  walleye  fishing  in  t  ery  business  in  Pierre,  S.D.,  t  

makes  custom  boat  covers  and  interior  furnishings.  Lower  water levels  don’t  necessarily hurt the  fishing  but  can  leave  certain  
boat ramps  high  and  dry,  he  said.  

Over  the  pas  three  decades,  more  t  s  have  been  filed  challenging  t  of  than  a  dozen  lawsuit  he  management  he  river,  many  
ofwhich  set Missouri and  ot  ream  st es agains  t  as and  ot  ream  st es.her  downst  at  he  Dakot  her  upst  at  

The  ba  t  art  cont  allowing  wat  o  beles  st ed  in  1982,  when  Missouri,  Iowa  and  Nebraska  challenged  a  government  ract  er  t  
drawn  from  t  h  Dakot o  flush  coal  t  o  power  plant  he  sout  .  The  U.S.he  Missouri  River  in  Sout  a  t  hrough  a  pipeline  t  s  in  t  heast  
Supreme  Court blocked  t  ,  but her  lawsuit  by  upst  at  o  reduce  t  erhe  project  ot  s  followed,  including  an  effort  ream  st es  t  he  wat  
released  from  dams  in  an  a  temp  to  boost  fishing  in  tsport  he  reservoirs.  

Missouri,  meanwhile,  sued  t  held  back  wat  s  and  short  hehe  Army  Corps  of  Engineers  when  it  er  because  of  drought  ened  t  
navigat  al  groups  also  joined  t  ba  t  ing  for  spring  surges  and  summer  declines  inion  season.  Environment  he  court  les,  advocat  
downst  o help t  ened  species of birds and fish.ream  river  levels  t  hreat  

So  far,  no  lawsuits  have  been  filed  in  the  current  ion  for  wat  ba  tcompe  it  er.  But  le  lines  have  been  drawn.  
In  May,  Nort  a  Sen.  John  Hoeven  t  h  Sen.  Roy  Blunt  o  t  heh  Dakot  eamed  up  wit  of  Missouri  t our  dams  and  levees  along  t  

Missouri  River  a  year  after  devastat  ressed  t  o  work  t  her  ting floods  in  2011 .  The  Republicans  st  heir desire  t  oget  o improve  flood  
cont  . Now trol  and  river  management  hey  are  on  opposing  sides.  

“There are times when they need to get rid ofwater, and we need to appreciate what we have to do about that,” Blunt said.  
“And  there  are  times  when  we  need  water,  and  they  need  to  appreciate  the  fact that  we  need  that  water,  even  though  they’d  
rather not get rid of it.”  

Said Hoeven: “Obviously, we’re not going to be in agreement all the time.”  
Senat  at  he  Mississippi  and  Ohio  rivers  sent  er  urging  him  t  ervene  and  releaseors  from  17  st es  along  t  Obama  a  le t  o  int  

wat  er,  15  officeholders  from  upst  at  ered  wit  erer  from  Missouri  River  reservoirs.  A  day  lat  ream  Missouri  River  st es  count  h  a  le  t  
warning  the  White  House  t  int  ion  would  be  unlawful  and  would  “only  exacerbate  the  drought-relathat ervent  ed  losses  already  
experienced” by towns, Native American tribes and industries that rely on the Missouri River.  

The  Corps  of  Engineers,  which  manages  both  the  Missouri  and  Mississippi  rivers,  says  it  its  guidelines  prohibit from  
releasing  water  from  the  Missouri  River  reservoirs  for  t  ion  on  the  primary  purpose  of  improving  navigat  he  Mississippi.  That  
position  was  backed  up  by  a  1990  report  from  the  federal  government’s  General  Accounting  Office,  though  officials  from  
downstream states believe Obama could trump that by declaring an emergency to avoid an “economic calamity.”  

Martell said it’s hard to envision a truce in the waterwars.  
“The years we’ve really needed the water to stay here,  it’s gone,” he said.  “And then when we let it go,  they complain about  

that,  too. I don’t think there’s any happymedium, to be honest with you.”  
Copyright 2012  Associat  s  reserved.  This  mat  be  published,  broadcast  en,  ored  Press.  All  right  erial  may  not  ,  rewri  t  

redist  ed.ribut  
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FBI/DEA/ATF/USMS:  

Feds  Join  Investigation  OfSuspicious Fires  On  South Shore  
Brockt  erprise, December 7,  2012on  (MA)  Ent  
Federal  invest  ors  are  working  closely  wit  at  o  help  cat  he  person  or  people  behind  aigat  h  st e  and  local  fire  officials  t  ch  t  

recent st  heast  s.ring of suspicious fires in sout  ern Massachuse t  
Since  September,  at least  in  unoccupied  or  abandoned  buildings  in  communit  h  of  Bost15  fires  have  been  set  ies  sout  on.  

Eight blazes  have  t  h  Shore  t  h,  Kingstorched  buildings  in  Sout  owns,  including  Quincy,  Weymout  on  and  Hanson.  
The  federal  Bureau  of  Alcohol,  Tobacco,  Firearms  and  Explosives  got involved  once  it  hat  hebecame  apparen  t  several  of  t  

fires  were  set int ionally.ent  
“We  bring  a unique  set of resources,”  Deb Seifert,  spokeswoman  for the  bureau,  said.  “We  have  special  agents  who  are  

certified  in  fire  investigat  -det ing  canine  dogs,  we  have  chemist  ors  and  tions,  we  have  accelerant  ect  s,  forensic  audit  he  Fire  
Research Laboratory.”  

The  Fire  Research  Laborat  -of-it  y  where  invest  ors  duplicat  oory,  based  in  Maryland,  is  a  first  s-kind  facilit  igat  e  fire  scenes  t  
det  he cause and  origin  of a blaze.ermine  t  

“We use cutting-edge  resources. We’re really on the forefront,” Seifert said.  
Seifert wouldn’t say whether any of the local fires were being studied at the lab.  
David  Icove,  a  former  FBI  agent wit  ensive  background  in  profiling  serial  arsonist  by  serial  arsonisth  an  ext  s,  said  fires  set  s  

typically  become  increasingly  more  difficul  to  invest  e.  Icove,  a  professor  a  he  Universitigat  t  y  of  Tennessee-Knoxville,  has  co-
aut  igathored  several  books  on  fire  invest  ions.  

“The  problem  with  a serial  arsonist is,  the  more  at  hem,  and  tfires  they set,  the  better they  get  concealing  t  hey  leave  less  
and less evidence behind,” Icove said.  

In  t  he  FBI  develop  a  new  scient  em  helping  aut  ies  cat  s.  This  fall,  Icovehe 1980s,  Icove helped t  ific syst  horit  ch serial  arsonist  
helped a sheriff’s department in T  ch  five  people  suspect  ing  26  fires.ennessee cat  ed  of se t  

Alt  involved  in  t  o  t  s  fires,  he  expect ha  he  offender  or  offenders  willhough  Icove  is  not  he  probe  int he  Massachuse  t  s  t  t  
become  more  brazen.  

“It  always  escalates,  and  the  pattern  becomes  more  life-threatening  and  serious,”  he  said.  “They  start  small  and  they  
escalate to larger and larger buildings, and theymove from unoccupied to possibly occupied buildings.”  

On  Wednesday,  t  ers  of  Massachuse  t  hat  s  more  t  ers  inhe  Professional  Firefight  s,  a  union  t  represent  han  12,000  firefight  
the stat  ion  leading t he arrest  ion  of te,  announced  a  $5,000  award  for  informat  o  t  and  convict  he  person  or  persons  responsible  for  
the recent fires.  Anyone wit  ion  should  call t  line at 1-800-682-9229.h  informat  he  Arson  Hot  

Jennifer  Mieth,  spokeswoman  for  the  st e  Depart  of  Fire  Services,  said  t  line  has  received  some  helpful  tat  ment  he  hot  ips.  
She wouldn’t say if there are any solid leads.  

“We’re not prepared to disclose that information until we catch the suspect or suspects,” she said.  

Ma  nhunt ForNewton  Men  Wa  tion...ssive Ma  nted On  Child Molesta  
By  Marcus  K.  Garner  
At  a Journal-Cons it ion,  December 7,  2012lant  ut  
A  massive  manhunt is  under  way  in  t  on  Count  ing  a  5-year-old  girl.he woods ofNewt  y for a pair ofmen  accused  ofmolest  
Donald  Mac  Brown  and  David  Wesley  Crawford  are  want  he  sexual  assault  he  li  t  horit  h  mened  for  t  of  t  le  girl  aut  ies  said  bot  

knew  late  last month.  
Brown,  36,  also  is  wanted  by  Conyers  police  for  sexual  exploitat  horition  of children,  aut  ies  said.  
U.S.  Marshals  have  joined  Newton  County  Sheriff’s  deputies  and  other  members  of  t  heast  ivehe  Sout  Regional  Fugit  

Taskforce  t  he  area  for  t  wo  men  who  are  considered  armed  and  dangerous.o  scour  t  he  t  
“T  hey both know what they’re wanted for.hey’re extremely dangerous right now,” Marshal Inspector James Joyner said.  “T  

They  realize the consequences of that. They are armed.”  
Newton  Sheriff’s  spokeswoman  Deputy  Cortney  Morrison  said  Brown  indicated  an  absolute  refusal  to  be  captured  in  a  

message  relayed  t  horito  aut  ies  from  people  who  know  him.  
“He has made statements that he would not go back to jail,” Morrison said.  
Brown  had  originally  been  arrest  oed  by  Conyers  police  on  a  misdemeanor  pandering  charge  on  Nov.  28,  according  t  

Rockdale  County  jail  officials.  He  bonded  out on  $2,000  t  er  before  Conyers  police  were  able  t  he  additwo  days  lat  o  file  t  ional  
charges  for  which  he  is  now  wanted.  
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Conyers  Police  were  not available  Thursday  aft  o  provide  any  addit  ails.ernoon  t  ional  det  
Morrison  said the Newton Sheriff’s Office was contacted by Conyers police with  suspicions that a sexual  assault of  a  minor  

had happened  off of LowerRiverRoad in  the southern  part  he countof t  y.  
After  an  initial  investigation  sheriff’s  investigators  were  able  to  determine  probable  cause  and  on  Wednesday file  arrest  

warrant  h  men.s  for  bot  
In  addit  o  child  molest ion,  bot  on  Count  h  ent  purposesion  t  at  h  men  are  being  charged  in  Newt  y  wit  icing  a  child  for  indecent  

and  solicit ion  of sodomy.at  
Crawford,  54,  is  described  as  a  5-foot  e  man  wit  he  sides  of  his-5,  135-pound  balding  whit  h  blue  eyes  and  gray  hair  on  t  

head.  
Brown  is  about 6  fee  tall,  weighs  245  pounds,  and  has  brown  hair  and  blue  eyes.  
They  were  last seen  in  a  whit  ruck  wit  ag  BZW9023.e 1999 Ford F-150 pick-up t  h Georgia license t  
Both  men  are  considered  dangerous.  
Authorities aren’t able to pinpoint where the men are.  
“We  have  received  information  from  family  members  that  they  are  hiding  in  wooded  areas  of Newton  County,”  Morrison  

said.  
That consist  he  count  horit  doorsmen  believeds of hundreds of square miles in  t  y.  And formen  whom  aut  ies said  are avid  out  

to  be  armed  with  firearms  and  knives,  t  pot ially  let  hose  searching  for  they  present  ent  hal  challenges  for  t  hem.  
Police  helicopt  he  counters  circled  t  y  looking  for  Brown  and  Crawford  on  Thursday,  and  nearly  50  U.S.  Marshals  were  

joined  by  fugit  from  police  agencies  including  t  at  rol,  Lawrenceville  Police,  t  yive  unit  he  Georgia  St e  Pat  he  Rockdale  Count  
Sheriff’s Office and Conyers Police help in the search led by Newton sheriff’s deputies.  

Joyner  said  he  hopes  t  he  t  urn  t  he  fugit  eam  is  prepared  for  any  event  y.ha  t  wo  t  hemselves  in,  bu  t  ive  t  ualit  
“T  we  facilitate their safe surrender,” he said.  “But if they decide not to do that,  we’llhey can  contact us at any time and  can  

do whatever it takes to get them behind bars.”  
If  Crawford  and  Brown  are  locat  he  search  t  o  engage  t  h  massive  numbers  of  armeded,  Joyner  said  t  eams  plan  t  hem  wit  

officers.  
“We  overwhelm  people  …  not  with  violence,”  he  said.  “We’ve  found  that to  be  the  best way (to  safely take  fugitives  into  

custody).”  
Bringing  massive  numbers,  Joyner said,  is  the  way the  U.S.  Marshal’s  service  has  been  able  to  avoid  confrontation  and  

bloodshed,  even  when  t  ives.aking  down  dangerous  fugit  
“People  will  look out a  window,  and  even  if they have  a rifle,  they have  yelled  to  us,  ‘Open  the  door and  drag  me  out  of  

here,’” he said.  “They look out and see the waywe are and decide, this is not the day to take these guys on.”  
As  clouds  rolled  in  late  Thursday  afternoon,  darkening  what  ,  clear  blue  skies,  Morrison  said  search  thad  been  bright  eams  

returned to the sheriff’s headquarters to end the manhunt for the day.  
Anyone  with  information  about Brown’s  or Crawford’s  whereabouts  is  asked  to  call  the  Newton  County Sheriff’s  Office  at  

770-784-2100,  Crime Stoppers Atlant  404-577-8477 or t  ive Task Force at 770-508-2500.a  at  he  Fugit  
The  invest  ion  and  tigat  he  search  are  ongoing.  

Fed.  Court  Orders  Resentencing  For  Arka  s  Doctor  Convicted  In  Bombing  Of  Medica  rdnsa  l  Boa  
Chair  

By  Jeannie  Nuss  
Associated  Press,  December 7,  2012  
LITTLE  ROCK,  Ark.  — An  Arkansas  doct  enced  t  hat  he  head  of  tor  sent  o  life  in  prison  for  a  2009  bombing  t  nearly  killed  t  he  

state  medical  board  should  be  resent  ions,  a  federal  appeals  courtenced  on  some  convict  ruled  Thursday.  
A jury  convicted  Randeep Mann,  54,  in  2010  of conspiring  to use  a weapon  of mass  dest  ion  and  otruct  her  charges.  The  

Feb. 4, 2009, bomb attack took away Dr. T  one ear.rent Pierce’s sense of smell and left him blind in one eye and deaf in  
Mann’s attorneys appealed his convictions and sentences,  arguing there wasn’t enough evidence to convict him.  
T  hursday that Mann  shouldn’t have received  sentencing  enhancement basedhe 8th U.S.  Circuit Court of Appeals said T  a  

on  allegat  hat  he  assault  e.  The  panel  said  t  ion  was  never  brought  and  wasions  t  he  ordered  t  of  an  inmat  he  allegat  up  in  court  
improperly  referenced  in  a  pre-sent  .encing  report  

“The only reference in  the record to Mann  ordering the assault of a federal inmate is contained in  a bench  conference  that  
occurred at trial between the district judge and the attorneys,” the appeals court opinion said.  
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The court affirmed the weapon ofmass destruction conviction, but ordered that one ofMann’s two machine gun convictions  
be  t  ,  finding  t  ed  t  ed  of  bot  ered  machine  gunossed  out  hey  amount  o  double  jeopardy.  Mann  was  convict  h  possessing  an  unregist  
and  possessing  a  machine  gun.  

Prosecutors  said  Mann  was  responsible  for  a  bomb  left  outside  Pierce’s  home  in  West  Memphis,  Ark.,  after  the  board  
suspended  Mann’s  license  following  the  overdose  deaths  of some  of his  patients.  Pierce  has  said  he  believes  the  attack  was  
revenge for revoking Mann’s license to prescribe narcotics.  

“Mann  had  a long history of investigations by the  Board,  and  Dr.  Pierce  testified  that he had  been  particularly vocal  about  
his belief that Mann was providing improper care to his patients,” the appeals  court opinion  said.  

U.S. Attorney Chris Thyer said he was pleased with the court’s decision.  
“The  United States  understands and  accepts the  reasons for the  reversal  on  the  machine gun  and  sentencing issues and  

will  prepare  for  the  resentencing  hearing,”  T  he  affirmation  of  the  jury’s  verdicthyer  said  in  a  statement.  “T  on  the  counts  of  
conviction  puts  to  rest  any  questions  of the  defendant’s  guilt,  especially  regarding  his  role  in  the  2009  bombing  of Dr.  Trent  
Pierce.”  

Online court records didn’t list a new sent  e forMann  as ofThursday.encing  dat  
“We’re  hopeful,  obviously,  that  he  will  be  able  to  get  some  relief  from  a  life  sentence,”  one  of  Mann’s  lawyers,  Blake  

Hendrix,  said.  
Hendrix  also  said  he  anticipates  asking  t  t  he  case  and  reconsider  t  hathe  appeals  court o  rehear  t  he  rulings  t  were  

unfavorable  to  Mann.  
Federal  prisons  records  show  Mann  is  serving  a  life  sentence  a  t  ent  20  miles  east ofhe  U.S.  Penit iary-Canaan,  about  

Scranton,  Pa.  

Associated  Press  writer  Jill  Bleed  cont  ed  t his  reportribut  o t  .  

Follow  Jeannie  Nuss  at h  t  wi  tp://t  er.com/jeannienuss  
Copyright 2012  Associat  s  reserved.  This  mat  be  published,  broadcast  en,  ored  Press.  All  right  erial  may  not  ,  rewri  t  
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Tougher Synthetic Drug Bill Pa  l Hurdlesses Fina  
Dayton  (OH) Daily News,  December 7,  2012  
Gov.  John  Kasich  in  t  few  weeks  is  expect  o  sign  int  hat  o  put  op  t he  possession,  salehe  next  ed  t  o law a  bill  t seeks  t  a st  o t  

and production of synthetic drugs such as “Spice” and “bath salts.”  
The  bill,  which  passed  the  Ohio  House  in  a  94-0  vote  Wednesday  aft  he  Senat  his  monter  unanimously  clearing  t  e  earlier  t  h,  

seeks  to  close  a  loophole  in  current law  t  synt ic  drug-makers  have  exploit  o  keep  t  s  in  that  het  ed  t  heir  product  he  hands  of  users  
and  out of reach  of law enforcement  ors,  officials said.and  prosecut  

A  new  study  shows  young  people  are  some  of  the  biggest  het  horit  h  saltabusers  of  synt ic  marijuana,  and  aut  ies  said  bat  s  
are  market  o  youted t  h.  

Ohio A t  he new lawwill  save lives and help bring  makers and  sellers of dangerous drugsorney  General  Mike  DeWine  said  t  
t  ice.o  just  

“This is some really nasty stuff,” he said. “We’ve had people die from taking this stuff.”  
Both  stat  ut  o  out  het  hate  houses  unanimously  passed  subs  it e  H.B.  334,  which  seeks  t  law  synt ic  drugs  t  are  sold  under  

names  such  as  “OMG,”  “Bizarro,”  “Ivory  Wave,”  and  “Vanilla  Sky”  and  have  been  often  abused  by  people  25  and  younger.  
DeWine  said  t  ive,  and  t  reme  paranoia.he  drugs  are  very  addict  he  high  can  induce  violence  and  ext  

St e lawmakers  passed legislat  ober 2011  t sough  t  hese  subst  chemist  oat  ion  in  Oct  hat  o  ban  t  ances,  but  s  have  managed  t  
skir  t  ering  t  s  in  t  s,  DeWine  said.he  law  by  alt  he  chemical  component  heir  product  

“It’s been a moving target,” he said.  
The  original  legislation  was  wri  ten  in  such  a  way  t  it  o  prevent  ly  modifying  that was  supposed  t  drug-makers  from  slight  heir  

product o  get  he  ban.  Bu  t  ive  at  hat  he  new  bills  t  around  t  he  law  has  proved  ineffect  achieving  t  goal,  officials  said.  DeWine  said  t  
will  hopefully  close  any  legal  loopholes  and  criminalize  t  s.hese  product  

“The thought was the first bill  was flexible enough to cover any changes (made by chemists),  but that didn’t work,” he said.  
“We think this will cover this for a while, but there is no guarantee that someone can’t find a way around it.”  

The  bill  will  also  help  aut  ies  be  t  rack  sales  of  product hat  ain  pseudoephedrine,  a  primary  ingredient  hehorit  er  t  s t cont  in  t  
product  hamphetion  ofmet  amine.  
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Synt ic  drugs  are  commonly  sold  over  t  ernet  ores,  small  gas  st ions  and  smoke  shops.  Oft imeshet  he  Int  and  in  corner  st  at  ent  
t  ised  as  incense  or  bat  s,  but  ualit hey  are  powerful  drugs  t  can  be  smoked,  ingest  ed.hey  are  advert  h  salt  in  act  y,  t  hat  ed  or  inject  

In  2011 ,  emergency  rooms  across  t  at  ed  wit  ient  ic,  unst  iche  st e  were  inundat  h  pat  s  who  displayed  errat  able  and  psychot  
behavior  result  het  o  medical  officials.ing  from  abuse of synt ic drugs,  according  t  

Local  physicians  said  pat  s  on  bat  s  were  ext  o  wild  impulses.  One  pat  drank  hisient  h  salt  remely  paranoid  and  prone  t  ient  
own  urine.  Bath  salts  have  an  effect  o  met  amine  and  oton  users  similar  t  hamphet  her  hallucinogenic  drugs.  Some  users  would  
remain in  psychot  at  ret  ime,  because t  wear off for days.ic st es for long  st ches of t  he drugs did  not  

Synthetic cannabinoids,  also  known  as  “Spice”  and  “K2,”  were  ed  emergencylinked  to  11 ,406  of the 4.9  million  drug-relat  
depart  visit  o  a  report  his  week  by  t  ance  Abuse  and  Ment  h  Servicesment  s  in  2010,  according  t  released  t  he  Subst  al  Healt  
Administ ion.rat  

Young  people  were  some  of  t  common  consumers  of  t  ween  t  edhe  most  he drugs.  People bet  he ages of 12  and 29 account  
for  t  of  four  emergency  room  visit  het  he  administ ion  said.  The  average  age  of  users  ofhree  out  s  involving  synt ic  marijuana,  t  rat  
synt ic  marijuana  who  visit  ment  he  average  age  of  users  of  marijuana  whohet  ed  emergency  depart  s  was  24.  By  comparison,  t  
sought emergency  medical  assist  het  en  more  pot  han  regular  cannabis.ance  was  30.  Synt ic  marijuana  is  oft  en  t  

DeWine  said  the  new  law  should  curb  synthet  ribut  horitic  drug  use  and  dist  ion.  Aut  ies  and  emergency  rooms  saw  a  
decrease in  cases involving  synthetic drugs aft he first  ook effecter t  bill t  .  

INDIAN  AFFAIRS:  

Feds  Pledge To Improve Protection  OfSacred Sites  
Associated  Press,  December 7,  2012  
WASHINGTON  (AP)  — Prot ion  of  sit  ives  will  be  bolstect  es  held  sacred  by  American  Indians  and  Alaska  Nat  ered  under  a  

memorandum  of underst  he Advisory Council on  Hist  ion.anding  signed  Thursday  by  four  federal  agencies  and  t  oric  Preservat  
The  memo  signed  by  the  department  ure,  Defense,  Energy  and  Int  ribal  access  ts  of  Agricult  erior  also  calls  for  improving  t  o  

sit  hates  t  are  on  federal  land.  
“We  have  a  special,  shared  responsibility to  respect  and  foster American  Indian  and  Alaska  Native  cultural  and  religious  

heritage, and today’s agreement recognizes that important role,” Interior Secretary Ken Salazar said in a statement.  
The  agencies  plan  to  work  during  the  next  o  raise  awareness  about  es.  That includes  developing  afive  years  t  sacred  sit  

websit  raining  program  for  federal  employees  and  guidance  for  managing  sacred  site,  a t  es.  
The  agreement  comes  just  weeks  after  thieves  made  off  with  rock  carvings  from  a  sacred  site  in  California’s  Sierra  

Nevada.  The  sit  he  Volcanic  Tableland  nort  land  managers  called  one  of  t  significante  on  t  h  of  Bishop,  Calif.,  was  what  he  most  
rock  art sit  he  region.  The  local  Paiut ribe  uses  t  e  for  ceremonies.es in  t  e t  he sit  

T  the  petroglyphs,  and  the  Bureau  of Land Management isribal  leaders  have  said  they’re  appalled  at  what happened  to  
offering a $1,000 reward for informat  o t  and  convict  hose responsible.ion  leading t he arrest  ion of t  

Officials  a  t  ment  ure  and  t  Service  also  announced  Thursday  the  U.S.  Depart  of  Agricult  he  U.S.  Forest  he  findings  of  a  
report on  sacred  sit  includes  a  list  ions  for  working  more  closely  wit ribes  in  t  ect  erpret iones.  It  of  recommendat  h  t  he  prot ion,  int  at  
and  access  t  es.o  such  sit  

“American  Indian  and  Alaska  Nat  ure  have  made  our  nat  and  deserve  tive  values  and  cult  ion  rich  in  spirit  o  be  honored  and  
respected,” Agriculture Secretary Tom Vilsack said in a statement.  

The  report is  t  ion  of  dozens  of  meet  h  t  recommendshe  culminat  ings  wit ribal  members  and  agency  employee  surveys.  It  
t  Service  workers  on  t  ory,  law  and  cult  also  suggest  ing  cooperat  s  wit ribalraining  Forest  ribal  hist  ure.  It  s  promot  ive  agreement  h  t  
police  t  he  Nat  ect  riat  and  ot  ural  laws.o  enforce  t  ive  American  Graves  Prot ion  and  Repat ion  Act  her  cult  

Copyright 2012  Associat  s  reserved.  This  mat  be  published,  broadcast  en,  ored  Press.  All  right  erial  may  not  ,  rewri  t  
redist  ed.ribut  

IMMIGRATION:  

Immigra  rd Hea  tion  Appea  zi Gua  .tion  Boa  rs Deporta  l From  FormerNa  rd,  88,  Living In  Pa  
By  Ma  thew  Barakat  
Associated  Press,  December 7,  2012  
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FALLS  CHURCH,  Va.  — A  former  Nazi  concent ion  camp  guard  who  has  lived  quiet  ern  Pennsylvania  for  morerat  ly  in  west  
t  ook  his  fight  deport ion  hursday,  arguing  that he  shouldn’t behan  50  years  t  against  at  to the nation’s highest immigration  court T  
punished because he served in Hitler’s army against his will.  

The  Board  of  Immigrat  he  appeal  from  88-year-old  Antion  Appeals  in  Falls  Church  heard  t  on  Geiser  of  Sharon,  Pa.,  who  
acknowledges  serving  in  t  he  Sachsenhausen  and  Buchenwald  concent ion  camps.  A  federal  judgehe  Nazi  SS  as  a  guard  in  t  rat  
ordered  him  deported  in  2010.  

But his  lawyer argued t  he  court  hat  o join  t  his will  as  a 17-ha  t  should  have  considered  t  Geiser  was  forced  t  he  SS  against  
year-old.  

Government lawyers  argued  t  he  deport ion.  They  said  federal  law  places  former  Nazis  in  a  harsher  immigrato  uphold  t  at  ion  
cat  ions should be made because of compulsory service.egory,  and  no  except  

Adrian  Roe,  Geiser’s lawyer,  acknowledged  t  Congress  did  indeed  place  Nazis  in  a  separat  egory  when  ithat  e,  harsher  cat  
comes  t  ermining  t  s  t  e  t  he  U.S.  But  hat  everyone  conscript  o  t  ler  waro  det  heir  right o  immigrat o  and  live  in  t  he  said  t  not  ed  int he  Hit  
machine  is  truly  a  Nazi.  

“The label Nazi itself sort of goes to belief,” Roe said.  “If they were a true believer,  we don’t want them  here.  If they were a  
forced participant, are they really a Nazi?”  

Geiser, who was recently hospitalized, did not attend T  uralizedhursday’s hearing. He came to the U.S.  in  1956 and  was nat  
in  1962.  He  lived  in  Sharon,  about 75  miles  nort  sburgh,  where  he  worked  in  a  sth  of  Pi  t  eel  mill  for  decades  and  raised  five  
children.  

Justice Department lawyer Susan  Siegal questioned  whether Geiser’s service as a  camp guard  was  t  ary.  Sheruly  involunt  
said  he  could  have  request  ransfer  back  t he  Russian  front  ially  serving,  or  t  he  could  have  simplyed  a t  o t  , where  he  was  init  hat  
walked  away  from  service  or  defied  immoral  orders.  She  said  t  rials  aft  ary  codehe  Nuremberg  t  er  World  War  II  and  milit  
est  he  preceden  t  following  immoral  orders  is  not an  adequate  defense.ablished  t  hat  

“I’m sorry—Mr. Geiser did engage in crimes against humanity,” Siegal said.  
Roe  t  ion  t he  port  o  join  t  hatook except  o t  rayal  of Geiser as a  war criminal.  Geiser says  he  was forced t  he  SS in  1942,  and t  

he never killed  anyone,  though tens of t  o have died  athousands  are  believed  t  Buchenwald  and  Sachsenhausen.  
Geiser  does  not disput ha  he  Nazi  camps  were  horrific,  and  he  previously  t  ors  he  was  ashamed  of  hise  t  t  old  prosecut  

service.  “I was not proud where I served and I didn’t like it then and I didn’t like it now,” he said.  
Most of the hearing,  though,  dealt not with Geiser’s actions during the war but on narrow questions of legal precedent.  Roe  

argued  t  a  2009  Supreme  Court  ion  judges  t  her  an  alleged  perpet or  ofhat  decision  requires  immigrat  o  consider  whet  rat  
persecution  was  doing  so  voluntarily.  More  broadly,  he  said  U.S.  law  in  nearly  all  aspect akes  int  whets  t  o  account  her  a  person  
was  forced  to  act against his will, and he said the same principles should be extended to Geiser’s case.  

The  three  members  of  the  Board  t  heard  t  —  wo  appoint  —  arehat  he  case  t  ed  by  Republicans,  one  by  a  Democrat  
expected  to  issue  t  hs.  While  it  he  highest  ion  court is  an  administ ive  body  and  itheir  ruling  in  a  few  mont  is  t  immigrat  ,  it  rat  s  rulings  
are  subject to  review  by federal  judges  and  the  Supreme  Court.  It  is  expected  that  the  board’s  ruling  will  be  appealed  by  the  
losing  side.  

Copyright 2012  Associat  s  reserved.  This  mat  be  published,  broadcast  en,  ored  Press.  All  right  erial  may  not  ,  rewri  t  
redist  ed.ribut  

CONGRESS-ADMINISTRATION:  

Sena  l Bench In  Detroitte Confirms Berg For Federa  
By  David  Shepardson  
Det  News,  December 6,  2012roit  
Washington  — The  U.S.  Senat  erim  U.S.  a  t  roite  on  Thursday  confirmed  a  former  int  orney  in  Det  as  a  new  federal  judge  in  

Michigan.  
Assist  U.S.  A  t  aft  ed  t he  federal  bench  byant  orney  Terrence  Berg  was  confirmed  by  unanimous  consent er  being  nominat  o  t  

President Barack  Obama  in  April,  replacing  Judge  Art  ook  senior  st us.hur  Tarnow,  who  t  at  
Berg  served  as  int  orney  aft  orney  St  ed  t he  federal  bench  inerim  U.S.  a  t  er  former  U.S.  A  t  ephen  Murphy  was  appoint  o  t  

2008.  
His  t  he  first  orney  in  t  ernerm  ended  in  January 2010,  when  Barbara  McQuade  was  sworn  in  as  t  female  U.S.  a t  he  east  

dist  ofMichigan.rict  
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Berg  was  First Assist  U.S.  A  t  an  tant  orney  under  Murphy  and  served  four  years  as  an  assist  o  Jennifer  Granholm  when  she  
was Michigan’s attorney general. He also is a former chief of the attorney general’s high-t  .ech  crime  unit  

As  an  assist  U.S.  A  t  ed  West Bloomfield  Township  resident Alan  Ralsky  in  2009.ant  orney,  Berg  successfully  prosecut  
Ralsky was known as the “spam king” for sending millions of emails to boost the price ofChinese stocks.  

Berg didn’t immediately return  a call seeking comment.  
In  August he  Senat  y  Circuit  o  t  her  open  seat  he  federal  bench,  t  e  confirmed  Wayne  Count  Judge  Gershwin  Drain  t he  ot  on  t  

in  Det .roit  
dshepardson@detnews.com  
(202)  662-8735  

Terrence Berg Appointed AU.S.  District Court Judge  
By  By  Todd  Spangler,  Det  Free  Press  Washingt  affroit  on  St  
Det  Free Press,  December 7,  2012roit  
WASHINGTON  –Almost  mont  er he was nominat  he president  who previously served  aseight  hs  aft  ed  by  t  ,  Terrence  Berg  –  

int  orney  in  Det  –  he  U.S.  Dist  Court  he  east  rict  oday.erim  U.S.  a t  roit was confirmed  a judge of t  rict  for t  ern  dist  ofMichigan  on t  
His  confirmat  e  in  t  e,  which  has  delayed  judicial  approvals  for  mont  hough  inion  came  on  a  voice  vot  he  U.S.  Senat  hs  even  t  

some  cases,  like  Berg’s,  there  was  little  or no  dissent  among  members  of the  Senate  Judiciary Committee  to  the  nomination.  
Berg’s nomination was approved  by  t  ee  in  July.he  commi  t  

Carl  Tobias,  a  professor  a  t  y  of  Richmond  School  of  Law,  said  t  o  be  li  t  he  holduphe  Universit  here  seemed  t  le  reason  for  t  
on  Berg’s confirmation  other than  political  calculations in  presidential  election  year.  He  said  he  east  rict  in  Deta  t  ern  dist  court  roit  
has two other vacancies that the president hasn’t nominated candidates as yet.  

As  for  Berg,  Tobias  called  t  or  well-regarded.he  career  prosecut  
“It’s not like he’s going to be unfamiliar with the federal bench,” he said.  “He’s an experienced, well-qualified choice.”  

Menendez: Sa  ining Support OfHouse GOPndy Bill Without Spending Cuts  Ga  
By  Erik  Wasson  
The Hill,  December 7,  2012  
Passage  of  a  Hurricane  Sandy  supplement  his  mont  ing  on  Thursdayal  spending  bill  t  h  appears  more  likely  following  a  meet  

bet  ie  (R-N.J.).ween  Speaker  John  Boehner  (R-Ohio)  and  Gov.  Chris  Christ  
Sen.  Robert Menendez  (D-N.J.)  said  on  Thursday  t  Boehner  indicat  o  Christ  hat  s,  or  dollar-for-dollarhat  ed  t  ie  t  offset  

spending  cuts,  are  not going  to  be  a  big  issue.  
“The governor did  say that the Speaker ...  has said  that while  some in  his conference  may raise offsets,  that is not  where  

he believes the majority of his conference will be on this issue. That is critically important for us,” Menendez told reporters.  
In the wake of 2011 ’s Hurricane Irene, House Republicans sought offsets for disaster aid,  causing a short delay until a new  

fiscal  year  st ed  before  aid  was  passed.art  
The  White  House  and  Senate  Democrat  s  for  whats  are  on  record  opposing  offset  could  be  a  much  bigger,  $80  billion  

Sandy  supplement  ions  bill.al  appropriat  
So  far,  House  leaders  have  publicly  declined  t  o  t  issue.o  speak  t he  offset  
Boehner’s office did not confirm the comment.  
“Speaker Boehner is deeply concerned by the devastation  resulting from  this terrible storm.  When  we get the request from  

the Obama administration,  we will get to work immediately,” Boehner spokesman  Michael  Steel  said  in  response.  
Last mont  e  King  (R-N.Y.)  t  hat  old  him  he  support  hout  s.h,  Rep.  Pet  old  The  Hill  t  Boehner  t  s  moving  a  bill  wit  offset  
It remains  t  size  bill  will  be  request  hey  favoro  be  seen  what  ed  and  passed,  however.  House  Republicans  have  said  t  

moving  a  smaller  bill  now  and  saving  larger  investments,  such  as  t  damage  from  fut  orms,  for  a  bill  in  to  prevent  ure  st  he  spring.  
While  New  York,  New  Jersey  and  Connect  are  seeking  about  appears  t  t  e  House  isicut  $82  billion  in  aid,  it  ha  he  Whit  

preparing  t  ,  perhaps  in  to  ask  for  a  smaller  amount  he  $50  billion  range.  
“T  we  think the numbers that were supplied  were  he  $80  billion  area.  Right now  there  ishe fact of the matter is,  reliable,  in  t  

a difference of view as to what we need and what we can get,” Sen. Frank Lautenberg (D-N.J.)  said.  
Northeast senat  o  meet  h  Whit  Direct  s  and  Housing  Secretors  were  t  wit  e  House  Budget  or  Jeff  Zient  ary  Shaun  Donovan,  

the  Obama  point person  on  Sandy,  later  Thursday.  
Sen.  Charles Schumer (D-N.Y.) said t  ors would be pressing t  rat  o increase t  .he  senat  he  administ ion  t  heir  request  

Sa  pitolndy-Aid Request Looming In  Ca  
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By  Andrew  Grossman,  Wall  St  Journalreet  
Wall St  Journal, December 7,  2012reet  
Full-t  st  he  Wall  St  Journal  are  available  t  he  link.ext ories  from  t  reet  o  Journal  subscribers  by  clicking  t  

Sandy Likely To Define Chris  Christie Re-election  Bid  
By  Martha  T.  Moore  
USA Today,  December 6,  2012  
When  New  Jersey  Gov.  Chris  Christie  swep  through  Washingt  o  lobby  for  funds  t  aton,  D.C.,  on  Thursday  t  o  rebuild  his  st e  

aft  along  public  approval  rat  han  any  of  t  ed  officials  he  met  h,  including  hiser  Hurricane  Sandy,  he  brought  ings  higher  t  he  elect  wit  
st  Obama.orm  buddy  President  

Three  polls  in  the  pas  two  weeks  show  Christ  h  soaring  popularit  er  tie  wit  y  aft  he  Sandy  crisis,  which  earned  him  an  even  
higher  national  profile  than  his  keynote  speech  at  the  Republican  convention  in  August.  Christie’s  best  poll  result,  Fairleigh-
Dickinson  University’s PublicMind Poll  released Nov.  26,  showed him  with  a  ing.  He  headed  from  meet77% job-approval  rat  ings  
Thursday with Obama  and Congressional leaders to  his first appearance on  he Daily Show with Jon  Stewart,  a sureT  sign  he’s  
got buzz.  

Not a  bad  t  o  announce  a  re-elect  ie  did  last  wait  o  find  out whether  hisime  t  ion  bid,  which  Christ  week.  Now  he  is  just  ing  t  
Democrat  in  2013  will be  Newark Mayor Cory Booker,  t  ician  who  approaches  him  in  nameic  opponent  he  only  New  Jersey  polit  
recognition  and  popular  appeal.  

MORE:  Christ  s  witie  meet  h  Obama,  lawmakers  on  Sandy  aid  
Booker has said he will decide by Christmas if he wants to enter the governor’s race.  He is currently hitting front pages for  

his  week-long  effor  t  amps,  and  his  to  live  on  food  st  urn  on  The  Daily  Show  comes  Wednesday.  
Recovery from  the  storm  will  be  the  central  theme  of next year’s  governor’s  race,  says  Rider University political  scientist  

Ben  Dworkin.  Christie has estimat  s of t  orm  at  o $40 billion  justed  cost  he  st  close  t  in  New  Jersey.  
“Sandy changed  everything,’’  Dworkin  says.  “The next governor will be responsible for rebuilding New Jersey,  in  particular  

rebuilding  our iconic Jersey Shore,  which is much  more than  a beachfront.  It is part of the state’s identity.  For Chris Christie,  the  
opport  y  t  e  t  legacy,  t  leave  work  unfinished,  was  part  he  reason  why  he  made  his  decision.  Any  Democratunit o  creat hat  o  not  of  t  
who is going to run has to be able to speak to that issue.’’  

Christ  he  st e  faced  economic  t  in  New  Jersey  is  at  hanie  and  t  at  roubles  even  before  Sandy:  Unemployment  9.7%,  higher  t  
the national  rate  7.9%.  State  tax revenue  has not kept pace with Christie’s robust 7.2% growth projection  made  last February  –  
which  may  necessit e  midyear  budget  s.at  cut  

But that’s not going  to  be  Christie’s undoing,  says  his political  strategist Mike  DuHaime.  Voters,  he  says,  are  “going  to  be  
looking for somebodywho is tough enough and strong enough to make the tough decisions.’’  

Newark  Mayor  Cory  Booker  addresses  firefight  s  during  a  swearing  in  ceremony  on  Octer  cadet  .  9.  Booker  has  been  
ment  ic opponen  t  ie in  2013.(Phot  ez,  AP)ioned  as  a  possible  Democrat  o  New  Jersey  Gov.  Chris  Christ  o:  Julio  Cort  

Sandy could  also  affect Christie’s political fortunes  beyond  next November,  since  he  is  considered  a possible  presidential  
candidate  in  2016.  “How he  navigates this new political  terrain  in  the aftermath  of Sandy will be how he’s perceived  nationally,’’  
says Krist  or ofPublicMind.a  Jenkins,  direct  

Sandy tempered Christie’s partisan  image,  thanks to his  embrace  of Obama  –  eral  and  figurat  aft  he  stlit  ive  —  er  t  orm.  But  
he’s  still  a  Republican:  Christie  vetoed  a  same-sex marriage  bill  in  February;  he’s  expected  t  o  a  minimum-wage  increaseo  vet  
now  on  his  desk.  On  Thursday,  aft  ing  wit he  president  oed  for  t  ime  a  bill  t  e  a  st e-er  leaving  his  meet  h  t  ,  he  vet  he  second  t  o  creat  at  
run health care exchange to implement Obama’s 2010 health care law.  

In  Booker,  Christ  wit  ional  following.  A  head-t  chup  in  aie  would  face  a  well-financed  opponent  h  his  own  nat  o-head  mat  
Public Policy Polling  survey shows Christ  ing Booker by 14 percent  s  – but that’s closer than Christie against otherie  beat  age  point  
pot ial  candidat  at  e  president eve  Sweeney  or  former  governor  Richard  Codey.ent  es,  including  st e  Senat  St  

Booker could  skip the governor’s race and  run  for the Senate in  2014,  when  Democratic Sen.  Frank Lautenberg  will  come  
up  for  re-election  at the age of 90.  If Booker loses the governor’s race to Christie,  “does that destroy the Booker brand  – that’s a  
real  question  – or can he turn around and run for Senate the next year?” Dworkin says.  

“For  another  candidate,  (the  governor’s  race)  could  provide  name  recognition  and  organization  toward  a  future  race.  
(Booker) doesn’t need that,’’ says John Weingart, associate director ofRutgers University’s Eagleton Institute ofPolitics.  

But being  governor  is  an  appealing  job:  New  Jersey  has  one  of  t  powerful  execut  he  50  st es.  Thehe  most  ives  of  t  at  
governor  is  the  only  stat  ed  official,  appoint he  judiciary,  has  a  line  it  o,  and  exercises  cont  atewide  elect  s  t  em  vet  rol  over  all  st e  
boards  and  authorities.  “The opportunity to get things done when you are governor in New Jersey is huge,’’ Dworkin says.  
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New Jersey hasn’t had  a Republican  Senator since 1972 or voted Republican  for president since 1988.  Democrats control  
the  stat  ure  and  Democrat  age  in  part  rat  he  only  t  erm  governors  in  te  Legislat  s  have  a  big  advant  y  regist ion.  Even  so,  t  wo-t  he  past  
30  years  have  been  Republicans.  

John  Wisniewski,  a  state  Assemblyman,  chair  of the  state  Democratic  party  and  a  potential  candidate  for Christie’s  job,  
compares  Christie  to  President  remendous  popularit  he  first  lostGeorge  H.W.  Bush,  who  enjoyed  t  y  during  t  Gulf  War  but  re-
election less than two years later. “Any Democrat in a general election against Chris Christie starts off, without lifting a finger,  with  
47% of the vote,’’ he says.  “It’s a much closer election than any one would believe at this point in time.’’  

Eva Longoria  ir Ina  tion,  Jim  Messina  ir Pa deTo Co-cha  ugura  To Cha  ra  
By  Nat

on  Post  
alie  Jennings  

Washingt  , December 7,  2012  
Act  he  four  co-chairs  of  t  ialress  and Obama  for America  campaign  co-chair Eva  Longoria  will be  one  of t  he  2013 President  

Inaugural  Commi  t  he  organizatee,  t  ion  announced  Thursday.  
Obama’s 2012 campaign manager, Jim Messina, will chair the inaugural parade.  
The  Obamas,  Bidens  and  cabinet members  will  part  e  in  a  nat  he  Sat  heicipat  ional  day  of  service  on  t  urday  before  t  

inauguration,  Jan.  19,  and the president would ask other Americans to do the same to “to honor our shared values and celebrate  
the  legacy  of  Dr.  Martin  Luther  King,  Jr.”  Inauguration  day  falls  on  Martin  Luther  King  Jr.  Day,  Monday,  Jan.  21 ,  when  the  
Obamas  t  ionally  voluntradit  eer.  

Here’s the full list of campaign co-chairs:  
Ambassador Matthew Barzun,  National Finance Chair of President Obama’s reelection  campaign  and former ambassador  

to  Sweden  
Eva  Longoria,  Act  he  Eva  Longoria  Foundatress,  Obama for America Campaign  Co-Chair and Founder of t  ion  
Jane  Stetson,  Nat  he  Democrat  ional  Commi  tional Finance Chair of t  ic Nat  ee  
FrankWhite,  formermember of the Nat  y Business Entional  Advisory  Council  on  Minorit  erprises  
Ot  ions  announced  Thursday:her  posit  
Jim  Messina,  Chair,  Inaugural  Parade  
St  er,  Chair,  PIC Board  ofDirectephanie  Cu  t  ors  
Jen O’Malley Dillon, Chair, National Day ofService  
Julianna  Smoot  ions,  Chair,  Inaugural  Balls  and  Recept  
Rufus  Gifford,  Chair,  PIC  Finance  
Pat  ional  Mallrick  Gaspard,  Chair,  Nat  

Ina  l Committee Sta  Longoria To Co-chairugura  ffAnnounced,  Eva  
By  Byron  Tau  
Politico,  December 7,  2012  
The  2013  President  ee  announced  key  staff  positions  Tial  Inaugural  Commi  t  hursday,  with  many  of President  Obama’s  

former  campaign  st  es  and  donors  a  taffers,  surrogat  he  helm.  
(Also on POLITICO: Longoria ‘in tears’ when Obama won)  
Actress  Eva  Longoria  —  e  and  campaign  co-chair  —will  co-chair  t  ee  along  wita  key  Obama  surrogat  he  inaugural  commi  t  h  

Nat  o  Sweden  Ma  t  ional  finance  chair  Jane  St son  andional  Finance  Chair  and  former  Ambassador  t  hew  Barzun,  DNC  nat  et  
FrankWhite,  formermember of the Nat  y Business Entional  Advisory  Council  on  Minorit  erprises.  

All  four  living  presidents  — Jimmy  Cart  on  —er,  George  H.W.  Bush,  George  W.  Bush  and  Bill  Clint  are  named  as  honorary  
co-chairs.  

DNC  st  ephen  Kerrigan,  who  served  as  chief  of  st  he  2009  inaugural,  will  be  chief  execut  heaffer  St  aff  during  t  ive  officer  of  t  
commi  t  ive  directee,  while  David  Cusack  will  serve  as  execut  or.  

Obama’s  top  campaign  staffers  Jim  Messina,  Stephanie  Cutter,  Jen  O’Malley  Dillion,  Julianna  Smoot,  Rufus  Gifford  and  
Pat  aff,  chairing  a  variet  ees.  Messina  will  chair  t  ee.rick  Gaspard  are  also  on  st  y  of  subcommi  t  he  Inaugural  Parade  subcommi  t  

“Vice  President  Biden  and  I  are  grateful  to  these  distinguished  women  and  men  for  agreeing  to  serve  as  co-chairs  and  
honorary  co-chairs,  including  presidents  from  both  sides  of  t  ed  t  o  serving  the  aisle  who  have  dedicat  heir  lives  t  he  American  
people,” Obama  said in  a  “T  ogetstatement.  his year’s Inaugural  will  reflect our belief that working  t  her,  we  can  keep  moving  our  
country forward and fulfill the promise of the American Dream for all families.”  

The inaugural weekend  will  again  kick offwit  ional Day ofService  a t  ion  t Obama st ed in  2009.h  a  Nat  —  radit  hat  art  
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As  is  t  ional  when  an  inaugurat  ely  sworn  in  on  Sunday  — but will  hold  hisradit  ion  falls  on  a  Sunday,  Obama  will  be  privat  
public  inaugurat  .ion  ceremony on  Monday,  January 21st  

Presidential Inaugura  unches,  Announces  Co-Chal Committee La  irs  
By  Emma  Dumain,  Roll  Call  Staff  
Roll Call,  December 7,  2012  
Wit  le  more  t  h  unt he  57t  ial  inaugurat  he  Whit  sh  a  li  t  han  a  mont  il  t  h  president  ion,  t  e  House  has  officially  launched  it  

counterpar  to  t  Congressional  Commi  the  Joint  ee  on  Inaugural  Ceremonies.  
The  Presidential  Inaugural  Commi  tee,  which  oversees  t  ivit  he  inaugurat  ha  the  fest ies  surrounding  t  ion  t  ake  place  beyond  

the  Capitol  campus  —  the  joint  committee’s  jurisdiction  —  s  chief  stannounced  on  Thursday  it  aff  members  and  a  couple  of  
scheduling  details.  

The  Sat  ion  Day,  Monday,  Jan.  21 ,  will  be  a  Nat  radit  Barackurday  before  Inaugurat  ional  Day  of  Service,  a  t  ion  President  
Obama began  in 2009 in honor ofMart  herKing Jr.in  Lut  

Recognition  of the  civil  rights  hero  will  continue  right  up  to  the  day  of Obama’s  swearing  in.  Because  the  day  normally  
reserved  for  the  inauguration  ceremonies,  Jan.  20,  falls  on  a  Sunday  t  he  public  event  s  pageanthis  year,  t  and  all  it  ry  was  
rescheduled  for  t  day  which falls on the same day King’s legacy is celebrated.he  next  —  

The  20th  Amendment  states  that  presidents’  terms  end  on  Jan.  20;  Obama  will  have  a  “small,  private  swearing-in  
ceremony” on that day, according to the release, while the full-blown inauguration ceremony will be the following day.”  

More  informat  inaugural  event  hemes,  official  balls  and  t  he  comingion  about  s  including  t  he  parade  will  be  announced  in  t  
weeks.  

In  the  meantime,  t  ee  was  prepared  on  Thursday  t  s  co-chairs:  former  Ambassador  the  commi  t  o  announce  it  o  Sweden  
Ma  t  ress  Eva  Longoria;  Democrat  ional  Commi  t  ional  Finance  Chairwoman  Jane  St son;  and  Frankhew  Barzun;  act  ic  Nat  ee  Nat  et  
White,  formermember of the Nat  y Business Entional  Advisory  Council  on  Minorit  erprises.  

T  s  Jimmy  Carthe  Presidential  Inaugural  Committee’s  honorary  co-chairs  will  be  President  er,  George  H.W.  Bush,  Bill  
Clinton  and  George  W.  Bush.  

“Vice  President  Biden  and  I  are  grateful  to  t  inguished  women  and  men  for  agreeing  these  dist  o  serve  as  co-chairs  and  
honorary  co-chairs,  including  presidents  from  both  sides  of  t  ed  t  o  serving  the  aisle  who  have  dedicat  heir  lives  t  he  American  
people,” Obama  said in  a statement.  “T  we  can  keep movinghis year’s inaugural  will  reflect our belief that working  together,  our  
country forward and fulfill the promise of the American Dream for all families.”  

Clinton  Praises  Rice,  A Possible Successor  
By  Michael  Gordon  
NewYork Times,  December 7,  2012  
Secret  at  on  praised  Susan  E.  Rice,  t  ed  Nat  enderary  of  St e  Hillary  Rodham  Clint  he  Unit  ions  ambassador  and  a  leading  cont  

t  he  next  ary  of  st e,  during  a  news  conference  in  Dublin  on  Thursday.o  be  t  secret  at  
“Susan Rice has done a great job as our U.N. ambassador,” Mrs. Clinton said.  
“She has played an important role,” she added,  noting Ms.  Rice’s role in getting approval for multilateral sanct  hions  on  Nort  

Korean  and  Iran.  
Senat  s  of  t  ion  of  Ms.  Rice  t  on  when  she  ret  his  year  have  focusede  opponent  he  possible  nominat  o  replace  Mrs.  Clint  ires  t  

on  wha  t  at  s,  especially on  a series ofSunday t  alk shows,  in  t  er t  ack onhey call hermisst ement  elevision t  he days aft he deadly a t  
a diplomat  .  11 .ic  compound  in  Benghazi,  Libya,  on  Sept  

“What Susan  said  had  been  based  on  the  information  that had  been  given  to  every  senior official  in  our administration,”  
Mrs.  Clinton  said,  repeating  t  andard  administhe  st  ration  explanation  of the disputed  comments.  “She made it clear it was subject  
to change.”  

“Our understanding evolved over time,” Mrs. Clinton said of the intelligence regarding the Benghazi attack.  

Hilla  ughs Off 2016,  Amba  dorship For Bill Questionsry Clinton  La  ssa  
By  Byron  Tau  
Politico,  December 7,  2012  
Speaking  t  ers  in  Ireland,  Secret  at  on  laughed  off  quest  her  and  husband  Billo  report  ary  of  St e  Hillary  Clint  ions  about  

Clinton’s future — saying  she  was  focused  on  her  current job.  
“I’m  right now too focused  on  what I’m doing to complete all the work we have ahead  of us before I do step down,” Clinton  

said Thursday at a joint  h t  er of Ireland.appearance  wit he  prime  minist  
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“I’m frankly looking forward to returning to living a life that enjoys a lot of simple pleasures and gives me time for family and  
friends  and other pursuits,” she said.  

Asked  about rumors  t  Bill  Clint  o  replace  out  o  Ireland  Dan  Rooney,  Clinthat  on  is  being  considered  t  going  ambassador  t  on  
demurred.  

“I  cannot comment on  what President Obama  might do  in  the  second  term  – obviously,  it’s  his  decision,”  she  said.  “But I  
would think that my husband will be here many times in the future doing the work that he’s been doing without having to have the  
title of ambassador.”  

Pentagon’s Top Lawyer To Resign  
By  Charlie  Savage  
NewYork Times,  December 6,  2012  
Jeh  C.  Johnson,  the  Obama  administration’s  top  lawyer  at  the  Pentagon,  will  step  down  at  the  end  of  December,  the  

milit  he  course  ofPresident Obama’s first term, Mr. Johnson was a central player in some of the mostary  said  on  Thursday.  Over  t  
import  legal  policy  deliberat  he  administ ion.ant  ions of t  rat  

Mr.  Johnson,  who  was  general  counsel  t he  Air  Force  during  t  on  administ ion,  was  a  key  legal  adviser  and  fund-o  t  he  Clint  rat  
raiser  for  t  or  Obama  during  his  run  for  t  he  2008  campaign.  On  Thursday,  he  sent Mr.  Obama  a  le  terhen-Senat  he  presidency  in  t  
saying t  he would  resign  effect  on  Dec.  31 .hat  ive  midnight  

“Thank you  for the  opportunity to  be  part of your campaign,  your transition,  and  your Administration,”  Mr.  Johnson  wrote.  
“Thank you also for the best clients I will ever have: Robert Gates, Leon Panetta, and the men and women of the U.S. military.”  

Mr.  Johnson,  a  former  prosecut  ioned  as  a  pot ial  a  t  ep  downor,  has  been  ment  ent  orney  general  should  Eric  H.  Holder  Jr.  st  
in  Mr.  Obama’s  second  term.  That  speculation  has  been  centered  more  among  his  colleagues  in  the  Pentagon  rather  than  
among  civilian  law  enforcement officials,  however.  

In  his  current job,  Mr.  Johnson  worked  closely on internal debates about the scope and limits of the government’s power to  
hold  terrorism  suspects  in  indefinit  ent  o  t  hem  wit  rikes  in  places  like  Yemen  and  Somalia.  In  te  det ion  and  t arge  t  h  drone  st  hose  
debates  he  generally  sought broader  la  it  he  governmen  t  hers,  not  at  mentude  for  t  han  some  ot  ably  St e  Depart  officials.  

But Mr.  Johnson  t  rained  posit  han  some  colleagues  during  took  a  more  rest  ion  t  he  NATO-led  air  war  in  Libya.  As  American  
participation  in  t  neared  an  apparent  imposed  by  t  ion  for  host ies  t  had  nothe  effort  60-day  limit  he  War  Powers  Resolut  ilit  hat  been  
authorized  by  Congress,  he  urged  pulling  back  on  direct combat  ivit  like  missile  st  but  he  Whitact ies  –  rikes  –  was  overruled  by  t  e  
House.  

Mr.  Johnson  also  was  closely involved in  the  decision  to overhaul  and  rest  some  milit  rials  for tart  ary  commission  t  errorism  
suspects,  and  he  helped  resolve  a  dispute  over  press  access  t he  proceedings  in  a  way  t  grant  ers  greato  t  hat  ed  report  er  leeway  
t  hem.o  cover  t  

He  was  an  important Pent  eract  h  Congress  as  lawmakers  imposed  st  rict  he  tagon  official  int  ing  wit  eep  rest ions  on  t  ransfer  of  
detainees  from  the  prison  at  ánamo  Bay,  Cuba,  which  cont  ed  t he  failure  by  t  rat  o  follow  tGuant  ribut  o  t  he  administ ion  t  hrough  on  
Mr.  Obama’s  vow to  close  that prison.  Mr.  Johnson  also  helped  lead  the  successful  effort to  end  the  military’s  “don’t  ask,  don’t  
tell” policy that had barred gays and lesbians from serving openly in the armed forces.  

Mr.  Johnson  was  also  closely  involved  in  responding  to  the  mass  leaking  of  hundreds  of  t  milithousands  of  secret  ary  and  
diplomat  s  t  he  ant  ion  WikiLeaks.  He  sent  er  t  ing  WikiLeaksic  document hrough  t  isecrecy  organizat  a  le  t  o  a  lawyer  represent  
demanding  t  it  e  t  erials  rat  han  release  any  furt  s  and  helped  t  rat he  t  hehat delet he  mat  her  t  her  document  o  orchest e  t  ransfer  of  t  
Army  private  accused  of  leaking  the  archives,  Bradley  Manning,  out  he  Marines  brig  at  ico,  Va.,  amid  contof  t  Quant  roversy  over  
his  rest ive  condit  here.rict  ions of confinemen  t  

Mr.  Johnson  is  one  of  several  officials  who  have  delivered  prominent public  speeches  outlining  the  administration’s  legal  
t  he  war  on  t  he  proposit  hat  izens  who  join  Al  Qaeda  may  be  t  ed  for  killing.heories  in  t  errorism,  including  t  ion  t  American  cit  arget  

Last week,  he  delivered  a  high-profile  speech  a  t  hat  he  prospec  t  Al  Qaeda  and  ithe  Oxford  Union  in  England  t  raised  t  hat  s  
allies  would  eventually  be  degraded  to  t  t  t  t  o  a  close  —  and  wit  the  poin  ha  he  war  agains  hem  will  come  t  h  i  he  legal  
architecture  put  er t  errorist acks  of Sept  even  if a  few individuals  and  remnant  ill  claim  affiliatin  place  aft  he  t  a t  . 11 ,  2001  –  s  st  ion  
with  the  group.  When  t  happens,  he  said,  difficult  ions  will  arise  about  ers  as  whethat  legal  quest  such  ma  t  her  and  for  how  long  
the  United  St es  may  keep  holding  t  ainees  wit  rial  as  wartat  errorism  det  hou  t  ime  prisoners.  

Mr.  Johnson  said  he  would  t  ime  off  and  t  urn  t  e  law  pract  ed  t  urn  t he  lawake  some  t  hen  ret  o  privat  ice.  He  is  expect  o  ret  o  t  
firm  ofPaul,  Weiss,  Rifkind,  Whart  ner.on  &  Garrison,  where  he  formerly  was  a  part  

This  post has  been  revised  t  he  following  correcto  reflec  t  ion:  
Correction:  December 6,  2012  
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An  earlier  version  of  t  icle  said  Mr.  Jeh  was  general  counsel  t he  Army  during  t  on  administ ion.  He  washis  art  o  t  he  Clint  rat  
general  counsel  t he  Air  Force.o t  

Ma  piro On  Her Tenure As SEC Cha  nry Scha  irma  
Bloomberg  BusinessWeek,  December 6,  2012  
When  I  was  asked  to  take  t  alking  about  he  SEC.  That  hinkable  this  role,  people  were  t  abolishing  t  was  unt  o  me,  and  it  

made  t  echnology  and  st  he  world  had  changedhe  job  more  compelling.  The  SEC  had  fallen  behind  in  areas  like  t  affing,  and  t  
around  us.  I  t  he  handcuffs  off  t  aff  t  in  expert  he  t  cases.  Iook  t  he  st  o  be  more  aggressive  and  brought  s  so  we  could  do  t  oughest  
made  it clear  t  we  had  t  ors.hat  o  be  focused  on  invest  

I hadn’t anticipated  all the  hurdles to moving quickly,  like not being  able  to open  an  investigation  without having  to get five  
commissioners  to  vote  on  it  a  lot  many  of  t  ime  frames  t  were  built o  t.  We  got  done  in  Dodd-Frank,  but  he  t  hat  int he  law  were  
unrealistic.  T  .he budget was a consistent frustration.  We have to go to Congress every year, and it’s an uncertain process at best  
It didn’t allow us to get everything  we  needed  to  ramp  up  the  t  o  deal  witechnology  quickly  or  t  h  a  midyear  crisis.  

We  needed  to be  the  cop  on  t  . In  t  of the  beat  he  cases  coming  out  he  financial  crisis,  we  named  over 120 individuals  and  
en  it  hose  individuals  were  CEOs,  CFOs,  and  ot  .  For  our  sanct  o  work,  t  oies,  and  57  of  t  her  senior  management  ions  t  hey  had  t  
bite.  But we’re  limited by law in  how much  we can  get in  a se t  . If a firm  sells a fraudulent  and it makes $10  millionlement  product  
but invest  $10 million  in  disgorgement  year I  asked Congress for t  y t  hators lose $100 million,  we can  only get  . Last  he abilit o ge  t  
$100  million.  Senator (Jack) Reed  and Senator (Chuck) Grassley int  isan  bill in  t  hat  hatroduced  a  bipart  his  Congress  t  would  do  t .  
I  hope  they  reintroduce  it  he  nextin  t  Congress.  

I came in  wit he int ion  of serving  as long  as it  o do so.  The elect  ural  momen  t hinkh  t  ent  made  sense  for  me  t  ion  was  a  nat  o  t  
about whether I  wanted  to stay longer,  and I’m  thrilled  to turn  the  reins  over to my longtime  colleague  Elisse  Walter.  Right  now,  
I’m just packing boxes.  But it’s very strange in  government—you  can’t just pack boxes.  The archivist has to make sure you  don’t  
take anything that’s not public information.  

For four years  we’ve  been  running  a marathon  at a sprint pace.  The  spotlight has  been  very bright,  and  by all  measures,  
we’re  in  a  er  posit  akes  an  enormous  amount  ime  and  communicat  fromleagues-be  t  ion.  Changing  a  business  t  of  t  ion  and  effort  
the  leadership.  This  is  a  very  different agency  t  was  four  years  ago.  —  old  than  it  As  t  o  Diane  Brady  

John  Kerry,  Secreta  t?ry OfWha  
By  Seth  Lipsky  
Wall St  Journal, December 7,  2012reet  
Full-t  st  he  Wall  St  Journal  are  available  t  he  link.ext ories  from  t  reet  o  Journal  subscribers  by  clicking  t  

President Oba  Lights Na  l Christma Treema  tiona  s  
By  Ma  thew  Daly  
Associated  Press,  December 6,  2012  
WASHINGTON  (AP)  — President  he  swit  he  90t  ing  of  tBarack  Obama  and  his  family  have  flipped  t  ch  for  t  h  annual  light  he  

Nat  mas  Tree.ional  Christ  
Obama  was  joined  a  the  ceremony  by  TV  star  Neil  Pat  ed  trick  Harris,  who  host  he  ceremony.  Performers  included  singers  

Kenneth “Babyface” Edmonds, Ledisi, Jason Mraz, James T  he Fray.aylor and the band T  
T  new  was  on  park that lies  between  the  Whitehis  year’s  giant blue  spruce  is  and  transplanted in  October  the  Ellipse,  a  

House  and  t  ional  Mall.he  Nat  
The  previous  t  ransplant  er  just  hat  ree  t  st  han  30  years  wasree  died  from  t  shock  aft  a  year.  Before  t ,  a  t  hat ood  for  more  t  

destroyed  by winds in  February 2011 .  
Copyright 2012  Associat  s  reserved.  This  mat  be  published,  broadcast  en,  ored  Press.  All  right  erial  may  not  ,  rewri  t  

redist  ed.ribut  

Thune In  Line For Top Commerce Slot  
By  Lauren  Gardner  And  Ambreen  Ali,  Roll  Call  Staff  
Roll Call,  December 7,  2012  
Sen.  John  Thune  of  South  Dakota  appears  likely  t  t  op-ranking  Republican  seat  he  Senato  inheri  he  t  on  t  e  Commerce,  

Science  and  Transport ion  Commi  tat  ee.  

102  

Document  ID:  0.7.6033.10295-000004  

http://www.businessweek.com/articles/2012-12-06/mary-schapiro-on-her-tenure-as-sec-chairman
http://online.wsj.com/article/SB10001424127887324001104578161062571306322.html?mod=WSJ_Opinion_LEFTTopOpinion
http://news.yahoo.com/president-obama-lights-national-christmas-tree-232447488.html;_ylt=Aoa6mWOAuZ.CsuK.x1IEZUG3scB_;_ylu=X3oDMTQ2YWZtbXZmBG1pdANMYXRlc3ROZXdzIExpc3RpbmcEcGtnA2RkZGRjMTI4LTJiMjMtMzYzYy05MWEyLTcwZDU0Y2EyNDVhMgRwb3MDMTMEc2VjA01lZGlhU3RvcnlMaXN0VGVtcAR2ZXIDMmQ0MDhkZDAtM2ZmYy0xMWUyLWJkM2QtYWZjOWQ4M2ViZjY4;_ylg=X3oDMTFlamZvM2ZlBGludGwDdXMEbGFuZwNlbi11cwRwc3RhaWQDBHBzdGNhdAMEcHQDc2VjdGlvbnM-;_ylv=3
http://www.rollcall.com/news/thune_in_line_for_top_commerce_slot-219766-1.html?pos=hln


                   

                     

             
                   


          
                 

               

                   

                   


                  

    

          
  

    
                    


              
                    

                     


   
     

                
                


                        

                    


    
                   


         
                   
                       


         
                    

                     


       
                      

                       


                  

      

                  


    
               


       
   

   
                         


       

  

t
t

t

t
t

___  
t t

t

t

Jim  DeMint ofSout  ed t  hat  he new Congress convenes,  buth  Carolina  had  been  expect  o  assume  t  job  when  t  he  announced  
Thursday  he  will  leave  Congress  in  January  to  head  a  conservative  t  ank.  The  t  wo  Republicans  on  t  lyhink  t  op  t  he  panel  current —  
Kay  Bailey  Hut  —  iring.chison  ofTexas and Olympia J.  Snowe ofMaine  are ret  

Thune,  chairman  of  t  e  Republican  Conference,  is  t  in  line  in  seniorit  she  Senat  he  next  y.  He  made  clear  Thursday  he  want  
the post. “Of course I am interested in it,” he said.  

Hutchison said,  “He’s certainly well-regarded, so unless he has another option, I would assume it would be John.”  
DeMint  ive  whose  aversion  t  ion  and  government spending  made  him  a  tea,  an  uncompromising  conservat  o  new  regulat  

party  favorite,  had  been  expect  o  set  ive  t  he  commi  t  han  Hut  he  currented  t  a  more  combat  one  on  t  ee  t  chison,  t  ranking  member.  
DeMint has  been  at  h  infrast  ure  advocat  o  expand  federal  funding  for  road,  t  ,  rail  and  airportodds  wit  ruct  es  who  wan  t  ransit  

projects.  
One  lobbyist  who  works  on  hune  “appears  to  have  a broader perspective  and  we’ve  seen  hisinfrastructure  issues  said  T  

good hand in bipartisan efforts.”  

Aides: US Sen.  Ma  n.rk Kirk To Return  To Work Ja 3  
By  Sophia  Tareen  
Associated  Press,  December 7,  2012  
CHICAGO  (AP)  — Illinois  Sen.  Mark  Kirk,  who  suffered  a  major  st  hat  hs  of  introke  a  year  ago  t  required  mont  ense  physical  

and  speech  rehabilitation,  will  ret  o  work  in  Washingturn  t  on  on  Jan.  3,  aides  said  Thursday.  
Kirk had  indicated  previously  that he’d  be  back  next  month  but hadn’t  specified  a  date.  His  aides  confirmed  the  date  on  

T  a brief statement that the Republican  “remains  on  track to  be  back when  the  Senate convenes on  Jan.  3rdhursday,  saying  in  
for the 113th Congress.”  

His  office  provided  no  ot  ails.her  det  
Kirk’s doctors —  side  medical  expert —  ha  t  progress.and  out  s  have  said  t  he  53-year-old  has  made  excellent  
His  t  ment  al  t  h  longer  workout han  usual  for  st  ims.  Kirk  walked  nearlyreat  included  vigorous  experiment herapy  wit  s  t  roke  vict  

15  miles  and 145 flights of stairs  over t  mont  icipat  y st  the  course  of  nine  weeks.  Last  h  he  even  part  ed  in  a  charit  air  climb  a  he  
Willis  Tower.  Gripping  a  handrail  and  wearing  a  brace,  he  climbed  37  floors  for  a  fundraiser  for  the  Rehabilitat  ution  Ins  it e  of  
Chicago, where he’s received treatment.  

While  Kirk has  not  appeared publicly since  the  stroke,  he  has  released  a  hey’veseries  of videos  detailing  his  progress.  T  
shown  footage of him  working  with t  s and  climbing  stherapist  airs.  

In  one earlier this year,  he said  he dreamed  of being  able to walk up t he U.S.  Senato  t  e  chambers.  
“I’m  walking  again,  leading  to my hope  to climb the 45  steps that my staff counted from  the parking lot to the  Senate  front  

door, to fight for the people of Illinois,” he  said.  
Kirk  suffered  a  stroke  on  Jan.  21 ,  which  limited  movement  he  lefton  t  side  of  his  body  and  speech.  He  underwent  

emergency  surgery  t  included  t  emporary  removal  of  a  piece  of  his  skull  t  he  removal  of  smallhat  he  t  o  allow  for  swelling  and  t  
pieces of brain t  royed by t  roke.issue  dest  he  st  

Kirk  spoke  briefly  t  ers  last  h  on  Elect  his  plans  t  urn  t  on  as  he  cast  ino  report  mont  ion  Day  about  o  ret  o  Washingt  a  ballot  
suburban  Chicago.  He  used  a  cane  to  walk  and  said  that  he  Great  y  for  tbanning  sewage  dumping  in  t  Lakes  will  be  his  priorit  his  
Congress.  

Kirk  helped  out fellow  Republicans  on  t  rail  and  his  st  ive  on  several  causes,  includinghe  campaign  t  aff  has  remained  act  
legislat  relief.ion  on  Polish  visas  and  drought  

He  was  elect  o  t  e  in  2010  and  was  previously  a  five-t  ing  a  Chicago  areaed  t he  U.S.  Senat  erm  congressman  represent  
dist .rict  

Follow  Sophia  Tareen  at h  t  wi  t  areen.p://t  er.com/sophiat  
Copyright 2012  Associat  s  reserved.  This  mat  be  published,  broadcast  en,  ored  Press.  All  right  erial  may  not  ,  rewri  t  

redist  ed.ribut  

Ma  te Ja 3rk Kirk To Return  To Sena  n.  
By  Seung  Min  Kim  
Politico,  December 7,  2012  
Sen.  Mark  Kirk  (R-Ill.)  – who  has  been  absent  he  Senat  of 2012  as  he  recovered from  a st  is  se  tfrom  t  e  for  most  roke  –  o  

ret  o  Capiturn  t  ol  Hill  on  Jan.  3,  2013.  
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Kirk  had  previously  said  on  a  televised  interview  last  h  –  since  t  roke  –  hat  ed  tmont  his  first  he  st  t  he  want  o  come  back  in  
January.  The  senator’s office on Thursday further specified the date ofKirk’s return.  

“He’s on track to [return] on the 3rd for when the Senate convenes,” a Kirk spokesperson said.  
Rep.  Randy  Hult  ribune that there were plans to hold  “big party and celebration” upon Kirk’sgren  (R-Ill.) told the Chicago T  a  

ret  e  official  also  t  he  publicat  hat  ensive  physical  t  ourn.  An  anonymous  Senat  old  t  ion  t  Kirk,  who  has  undergone  int  herapy,  plans  t  
walk  up  the  Capitol  st  o  mark  his  reteps  t  urn.  

“I’m just really excited,” Hultgren said, according to the Tribune. “I’m so grateful for the recovery he’s been able to make.”  
Democratic  Sen.  Dick  Durbin,  Kirk’s  home-st e  colleague,  t  ers  on  Capit  hat  ified  of  aat  old  report  ol  Hill  t  he  had  been  not  

different ret  e  for  t  or,  but  haturn  dat  he  senat  added  t  he hoped Kirk would come back to work “soon.”  
“Believe me, there will be a great welcoming reception” once Kirk returns, Durbin said.  
Kirk  has  been  regularly  communicat  h  t  he  st us  of  his  recovery  t  at  s,  and  said  ining  wit he  public  on  t  at  hrough  video  st ement  

the  Nov.  4  interview  wit  he  st  air-climbing  challenge  t  rath  NBC  5  in  Chicago,  walked  up  t  eps  of  37  floors  in  a  st  o  help  demonst e  
how  much  he  has  recovered.  The  stroke  has  limited  his  mobilit  side,  and  Kirk  now  uses  a  cane  ty  on  his  left  o  help  him  walk.  

“I hope this gives a message to people across Illinois who may face stroke,” Kirk said at the time.  
Read  more  about:  Mark  Kirk  

Congress  Delays Rule On  Online Posting OfTop Staffers' Fina  l Informancia  tion  
By  Emily  Cahn,  Roll  Call  Staff  
Roll Call,  December 7,  2012  
Congress  on  Thursday  again  delayed  a  cont  hat  ing  of  t  s  ofroversial  rule  t  requires  online  post  he  financial  disclosure  report  

senior  federal  workers,  pushing  the  effective  implement ion  dat  urday  tat  e from Sat  o April 15.  
The  delay  will  give  Congress  time  to  review  a  fort  ional  Academy  of  Public  Administ ion  report  her  thcoming  Nat  rat  on  whet  he  

rule  compromises  privacy  and  poses  a  threa  to  nat  y  — fears  raised  in  lawsuit  ed  by  tional  securit  s  filed  by  workers  affect  he  rule.  
The  delay  passed  t  e  by  unanimous  consenthe  House  and  Senat  .  

The  rule  is  part of  t  op  Trading  on  Congressional  Knowledge  Act  o  prohibit members  of  Congress  andhe  St  ,  which  seeks  t  
st  ion  derived  from  t  ions  for  financial  gain.affers  from  using  nonpublic  informat  heir  official  posit  

It requires  st  h  t  ive  and  execut  t  aff  rat  oaffers  in  bot he  legislat  ive  branches  paid  a  he  senior  st  e  of  $119,553  or  more  t  
disclose  t  s,  liabilit  ransact  more  t  hen  be  post  o  an  onlineheir  asset  ies  and  financial  t  ions  valued  at  han  $1 ,000,  which  will  t  ed  t  
database.  

Such  financial  disclosure  report  en  requests  are  now  only  available  by  wri  t  .  
Many  government workers  say  t  hem  up  t he  t  of  iden  it heft  ionalhe  new  rule  opens  t  o  t  hreat  y  t  and  may  compromise  nat  

securit  informat  o ext workers using t  ion.y  by  encouraging  people  looking  for  classified  government  ion  t  ort  heir  personal  informat  
In  response  t he  new  rule,  execut  ive  branch  employees  have  filed  a  pair  of  lawsuit  rict  ino  t  ive  and  legislat  s  in  U.S.  dist  court  

Maryland seeking an injunction to block the online posting if Congress didn’t first delay the effective date.  
The  first lawsuit  by  a  group  of  execut  ive  branch  employeeswas  filed  in  August  ive  branch  employees.  A  group  of  legislat  

filed  a  similar  complaint Nov.  21 .  Bot  iffs  are  being  represent  he  American  Civil  Libert  heh  groups  of  plaint  ed  by  t  ies  Union  and  t  
law  firm  Pillsbury  Wint  man.hrop  Shaw  Pi  t  

“Absent injunctive relief from this court,  these  non-elect  ive  branch  employees  and  ted  legislat  heir  families  will  become  easy  
t  s  for  iden  it heft  he  nat  ent  ion  of  t  sarget  y  t  ,  financial  fraud,  and  even  kidnapping  when  t  ure,  ext ,  and  locat  heir  financial  asset  
become freely available worldwide,” according to the complaint  he group of legislatfiled  by  t  ive  employees.  

T  OCK Act’s online  disclosure  rule,  written  requests  to  these  staffers’  financialhe  lawsuits state  that prior to the  ST  access  
disclosure  reports  provided  safeguards  to  prot  hem  from  harm.  Wri  t  s  required  t  he  informatec  t  en  request  he  people  seeking  t  ion  
t  heir  name,  occupat  ha  t  use  t  ion  in  an  unlawful  manner.o  provide  t  ion  and  address,  as  well  as  affirm  t  hey  would  not  he  informat  
According to the lawsuit hese safeguards will no longer exist  h t  at  he online dats,  t  wit he implement ion  of t  abase.  

Jack  McKay,  an  a  torney  representing  t  he  lawsuit  o  amend  the  workers,  said  t  s  are  a  fail-safe  if  Congress  chooses  no  t  he  
STOCK  Ac  t  he  online  disclosure  provision.o  remove  t  

“Our goal is  to  have  a legislative  solution  to  have  Congress amend  the posting  requirements  to  something  more  rational,”  
McKay  said.  

The  online  posting  was  originally  slated  t  was  delayed  to  occur  Aug.  31  but  wice  before  by  Congress.  
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BUDGETNEWS:  

Oba  Seeks To Put Persona  lksma  l Touch On  Cliff Ta  
By  David  Espo  And  Ken  Thomas  
Associated  Press,  December 6,  2012  
FALLS  CHURCH,  Va.  (AP)  —  Barack  Obama,  t  o  put a  personal touch on  aPresident  rying  t  “fiscal cliff” negotiations, visited  

northern Virginia family’s basement apartment Thursday to press his hard line on tax rate increases for the wealthy.  
“We’re  in  the  midst of the  Christmas  season,” Obama  said,  sitting  at a  table  in  the  Santana  family’s Falls Church home.  “I  

think  the  American  people  are  count  his  ge  t  get o  t  he  more  st  here  is  going  ting  on  t  ing  solved.  The  closer  it  s  t he  brink,  t  ress  t  o  
be.”  

Obama  and  lawmakers  have  unt he  end  of  t  o  avert  he-board  spending  cut  ax  increases.  Theil  t  he  year  t  across-t  s  and  t  
president  reiterated  the  firm  stance  he  has  taken  in  recent  days,  warning  that  he’s  willing  to  let  that  economy-ra  tling  double  
whammy take effect ifRepublicans don’t drop their opposition to higher tax rates for the wealthy.  

“Just to  be  clear,  I’m  not going  to  sign  any package  that somehow prevents the  top  rate  from  going  up for the  folks in  the  
top 2 percent,” Obama said.  “But I do remain optimistic that we can get something done that is good for families like this one  and  
is  good for the American economy.”  

The president’s quick trip — just a 15  minute drive  from  the  Whit  was part of an  effor  to rally public supporte  House  —  for  
his  t  ed  is  one  of  many  t  shared  t  ories  online, at the White House’s urging,ax  proposals.  The  family  whose  home  he  visit  hat  heir  st  
of how t  if t  axes went  he end  of t  will also t  o Det  on  Monday.hey  would  be  hurt heir  t  up  a  t  he  year.  The  president  ravel  t  roit  

Obama  and  House  Speaker  John  Boehner  spoke  on  t  heir  first  ion  in  nearly  ahe  phone  Wednesday,  t  known  conversat  
week.  Neither  side  provided  details  of  t  he  Whit  he  lines  of  communicat  h  Capithe  call,  bu  t  e  House  said  t  ion  wit  ol  Hill  Republicans  
were  open  and  there  had  been  multiple  conversat  ween  stions  bet  aff.  

Unless  t  and  Republicans  reach  a  deal,  George  W.  Bush-era  t  es  will  expire  on  all  income  earners  onhe  president  ax  rat  
Jan.  1 .  Obama want o cont  hem  for 98 percent  ing t  he upper income earners.s t  inue t  ofAmericans,  while le t  hem  expire on  t  

If Republicans  t o block t  effort  ary Timothy Geithner said,  the administration  will  “absolutely”  let thery  t  hat  ,  Treasury  Secret  
count  he  fiscal  cliff.ry  go  over  t  

The size of the problem is so large it can’t be solved without rates going up,” he told CNBC on Wednesday.  
Geithner  drew  a  fierce  response  from  Republicans.  Sen.  Orrin  Hatch  of  Utah  called  his  statement  “stunning  and  

irresponsible.”  He  added,  “Going  over the  fiscal  cliff will  put  our economy,  jobs,  people’s  paychecks  and  retirement  at risk,  but  
that is  wha  the  White House wants, according to Secretary Geithner, if they don’t get their way.”  

Economist  side  t  warn  t  failing  t  on  t  hes  inside  and  out  he  government  hat  o  reach  agreement  axes  and  spending  could  land  t  
economy  back  in  recession.  

Beyond  his  insistence  tha  t  he  wealt  o  injec  t  hreataxes  increase  on  t  hy,  Obama  has  also  warned  Republicans  no  t  he  t  of  a  
government default o  negot ions  over  t  ract  s.int  iat  he fiscal cliff as a way of ext  ing concessions on  spending cut  

“It’s not a game I will play,” he said Wednesday,  recalling  t  year  in  which  a  budget andoff  pushedhe  brinkmanship  of  last  st  
the  Treasury  to  t  -ever  defaulthe  edge  of  a  first  .  

The  White  House  reaffirmed  Thursday  that did  not  he  president  he  aut  y  t  he  14tit  believe  t  had  t  horit hrough  t  h  Amendment  
t  he  debt  ive  order.  Democrat  ed  Obama  could  t  hat ep.o  raise  t  ceiling  by  execut  s  have  previously  suggest  ake  t  st  

Both sides say they want a compromise,  although the administration’s hand in  bargaining is strengthened by polls showing  
public support for Obama’s  position  on  t  ion  last  h.  The  president  o  rally  taxes,  as  well  as  by  his  re-elect  mont  is  also  working  t  he  
public  t  rip  scheduled  t  roit  week.o  his  side  and  has  a  t  o  Det  next  

In  a  concession,  Republican  leaders  have  agreed  to  back  increased  tax  revenue.  Yet  e  defect  hin  tdespit  ions  from  wit  he  
rank  and  file,  they  have  so  far  balked  at  Obama’s  demand  that  rates  go  up  on  income  over  $200,000  for  individuals  and  
$250,000  for  couples.  They  have  also  called  for  spending  cuts  and  measures  to  slow  t  h  of  governmenthe  growt  benefit  
programs.  Earlier  t  hey  called  for  curbing  t  h  in  Social  Securit  -of-living  increases,  as  well  as  delayinghis  week,  t  he  growt  y  cost  
Medicare  eligibilit  o  67,  beginning  in  a  decade.y  from  65  t  

Obama  has  said  he  will  back  spending  cut  of  a  deal  t  includes  t  ax  proposals,  including  savings  in  Medicare,  as  part  hat  he  t  
t  was  a  key  part  ion  bid.hat  of his re-elect  

Once  Republicans  yield  on  taxes,  he  told  the  Business Roundtable,  “We  can  probably solve  this  in  about a week;  it’s  not  
that tough.”  

Republicans  argue  t  t  $800  billion  in  addit  revenue  over  a  decade  by  closingha  hey  can  raise  about  ional  government  
loopholes  and  narrowing  t  ions  on  t  hy,  rat  han  raising  income  t  es.  They  argue  t  e  increase  wouldax  deduct  he  wealt  her  t  ax  rat  he  rat  
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impose  a  particularly  harmful  impact on  t  ion  at ime  when  t  ry  is  st  ruggling  the  economy  and  job  creat  a  t  he  count  ill  st  o  recover  fully  
from  t  recession  in  decades.he  deepest  
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Tra  ising Medicade-offs In  Ra  re Eligibility Age  
By  Ricardo  Alonso-zaldivar,  Associated  Press  
Associated  Press,  December 7,  2012  
WASHINGTON  (AP)  — Americans  are  living  longer,  and  Republicans  wan  o  raise  t  y  age  as  part oft  he  Medicare  eligibilit  

any deal to reduce the government’s huge deficits.  
But what  sacrifice  for  an  aging  societ hat  wat  s  budgetsounds  like  a  prudent  y  t  must  ch  it  could  have  some  surprising  

consequences,  including  higher  premiums  for  people  on  Medicare.  
Unlike  t  isan  divisions,  increasing  t  compromiseax  hikes,  which  spawn  hard  part  he  Medicare  age  could  help  ease  a  budget  

because  President  Barack  Obama  has  previously  been  willing  to  consider  it.  A  worried  AARP,  the  seniors’  lobby,  is  already  
running  ads  knocking  down  the  idea  as  a  quick  fix  that  erm  problems.  House  Democratwould  cause  long-t  ic  Leader  Nancy  
Pelosi,  D-Calif., doesn’t like it either.  

But for  Republicans  seeking  more  t  weaks  t  programs,  raising  t  eligibilithan  jus  t  o  benefit  he  current  y  age  of  65  has  become  
a top priority,  a symbol  of their drive to rein  in  government.  If Obama and  the GOP  can’t agree soon  on  a  budget  line,  itout  may  
trigger  tax  increases  and  spending  cut hat  hreats  t  would  t  en  a  fragile  economic  recovery.  

Increasing  t  y  age  t  5  percent annually,  compounding  intohe  eligibilit  o  67  would  reduce  Medicare  spending  by  about  
hundreds  of billions  of dollars over time. But things aren’t that simple.  

“T  ricia  Neuman,  a  leadinghis  is  a  policy  change  that  seems  straightforward,  but  has  surprising  ripple  effects,”  said  T  
Medicare  expert  with  the  nonpartisan  Kaiser  Family  Foundation.  “It’s  a  simple  thing  to  describe,  and  t  ificat  hathe  just  ion  is  t  
people are living longer, but I don’t think people have thought through the indirect effects.”  

Among  the  cost shift  ified  in  a  Kaiser  sts  ident  udy:  
—Higher  mont  s  would  go  up  because  keeping  younger,  healthly  premiums  for  seniors  on  Medicare.  Their  cost  hier  65- and  

66-year-olds  out of Medicare’s  insurance  pool  would  raise  rest.  Tcosts  for the  he  increase  would be  about 3 percent  when  the  
higher  eligibility  age  is  fully  phased  in.  

—Higher  premiums  for  privat  hat’s  because  older  adults  would  stick  withe  coverage  under  Obama’s  health  overhaul.  T  
privat  wo  ext  o  Medicare.  Compared  wit  s,  t  oe  insurance  for  t  ra  years  before  moving  int  h  younger  adult hey  are  more  expensive  t  
insure.  

—An  increase  in  employer  cost  ry  t  ay  on  company  insurance  plans.s  because  older  workers  would  t o  st  
—Higher out  healt  s for t  of t  s whose ent  o Medicare would be delayed.-of-pocket  h  care  cost  wo  out  hree  older  adult  ry  int  
The  Congressional  Budget Office  has  also  project  he  number  of  uninsured.  That  y  becomesed  an  increase  in  t  possibilit  

more  real  with populous states like  T  saying  they won’t accept the Medicaid  expansion  in  Obama’s  health  overhaul,  whichexas  
would  provide  coverage  t  hen  there’s  the  impacto  low-income  adults.  T  on  people  with  physically  demanding  jobs,  for  whom  
ext  heir  working  years  may  be  difficultending  t  .  

Still,  the idea isn’t going away.  
Polls  show  that many  Americans  are  willing  t  he  age  ato  consider  raising  t  which  people  become  eligible  for  Medicare  

benefits as part of a plan to reduce deficits, even  if on the whole it’s still unpopular.  
A  new  Associat  hat  he  eligibilit  opposeed  Press-GfK  poll  found  t  four  in  10  back  gradually  raising  t  y  age,  while  48  percent  

t  plan.hat  
Those  under  age  30  were  most support  y  of  t  ween  tive,  while  a  clear  majorit  hose  bet  he  ages  of  30  and  64  were  opposed.  

Seniors  were  split  here  were  no  significant  ical  part  he  idea  were  more.  Surprisingly,  t  differences  by  polit  y.  Overall,  foes  of  t  
adamant,  with  st  s  out  rong  supportrong  opponent  numbering st  ers by 2-1 .  

U.S.  life  expectancy  has  risen  by  about eight  ed  in  1965.  During  tyears  since  Medicare  was  creat  he  1980s,  Republican  
President Ronald  Reagan  and  Democrat  o  gradually  increase  tic  congressional  leaders  agreed  t  he  age  for  receiving  full  Social  
Security  benefits from 65 to 67. But they didn’t touch Medicare eligibility.  

Since  then,  some  policy  experts  have  advocat  he  Medicare  and  Social  Securit  y  ages  ted  aligning  t  y  eligibilit  hrough  a  
gradual  phase-in  t  would  spare  t  o  ret  .hat  hose  close  t  irement  

The  idea  gained  new  life  when  Republicans  won  t  Chairman  Paul  Ryan,  R-Wis.,  embracedhe  House  in  2010,  and  Budget  
it  ed he  was open  t during budge  t  h Republicans  in  2011 .  Bu  t  quickly ret  ed,  and  now.  Obama  indicat  o  it  alks  wit  he  president  reat  
says he’s not willing to consider  cu  ting  Medicare  unless  Congress  agrees  to  raise  t  he  wealtaxes  on  t  hy.  
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The No. 2 Democrat in the House, Maryland Rep. Steny Hoyer, says raising the eligibility age and other cuts “clearly are on  
the table,” although he doesn’t see much chance for them ifRepublicans don’t yield on taxes.  

For  his  part  ed  from  pursuing  ot  o  Medicare,  such  as,  House  Speaker  John  Boehner,  R-Ohio,  has  relent  her  major  changes  t  
privat  ion.  But  comes  t he  eligibilit  ill  pushing.izat  when  it  o t  y age,  he is st  

“It’s  a structural  change but it doesn’t require  you  to  adopt a  whole  new model,”  said Scott Gottlieb,  a health policy expert  
wit he  business-oriented American  Enterprise Institute.  “It can be enacted quickly so you  get the savings,  and it can  be phasedh t  
in so you don’t affect people about to retire.”  

AARP  and  ot  ing  older  adult  .her  groups  represent  s  are  mobilizing  agains  it  
“We are  prepared  to  oppose  this one pretty strongly,” said  AARP legislative policy director David Certner.  “It’s a pretty big  

deal.”  
Raising  the  eligibility  age  is  no  t  in  play.  Hospit  her  service  providers  could  see  reducthe  only  Medicare  cut  als  and  ot  ions  in  

payment  es  t he  government and  upper-income  seniors  would  face  higher  monthlys,  drug  companies  may  owe  new  rebat  o  t  
premiums.  The t al  package  could  reach  around  $400 billion  over 10 years.ot  
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In Obama’s Plan To TaxRich, $250,000 Figure MayMislead  
By  Catherine  Rampell  And  Binyamin  Appelbaum  
New York Times,  December 7,  2012  
President Obama’s  insistence  that marginal  tax rates  rise  for families making  more  than  $250,000 has convinced  millions  

of affluent Americans t  hey are likely t  ing larger checks t he government  year.ha  t  o be writ  o t  next  
But many of t  o frethose  families  have  no  reason  t  .  
A close look at the president’s plan  shows that a large majority of families making  up to $300,000 – as  well  as  hundreds  of  

t  h  even  larger  incomes  would  not  axes  at  e.housands  of families  wit  –  pay  t  a  higher  marginal  rat  
Because  t  y  of  t  ax  code  makes  it  t  hey  are  t  hehe  complexit  he  t  difficul  o  draw  clean  lines,  t  he  beneficiaries  of  choices  t  

administ ion  has  made  t  hat  han  $250,000  do  not  es.rat  o  ensure  t  families  earning  less  t  pay  higher  rat  
Some  of  t  households still  would pay higher taxes next year under other parts of the president’s tax plan  andhose  affluent  

increases  imposed  by  t  ,  but  under  t  erpiece,  t  most  ly  promot  he  presidenthe  Affordable  Care  Act  not  he  cent  he  part  frequent  e  by  t  
and  most bi  terly  opposed  by  Congressional  Republicans.  

John  Boudreau,  the  president of  a  Connect  const  ion  firm  who  expect o  make  about  his  year,  said  ticut  ruct  s  t  $300,000  t  hat  
was a welcome surprise. He voted forMr. Obama and said he was ready to pay taxes at a higher rate. But he’d rather  not.  

“I’m  willing to,  but if it works that I’m  not,  so be it,” he said.  “I  will  not be a person  that’s going to stick an  extra check in  my  
tax bill as my donation to my country.”  

Unless  t  e  House  and  Congress  are  able  t  ,  federal  t  o  rise  sharply  nexthe  Whit  o  reach  an  agreement  axes  are  scheduled  t  
year for a large majority ofAmericans.  Tax cuts first  George W.  Bush  are scheduled tpassed  in  2001  and  2003  under  President  o  
expire.  So  are cuts passed during Mr. Obama’s first term.  

T  an  income  threshold  Mr.  Obamahe  president’s  plan  would  prevent  most  of  the  scheduled  increase  for  those  below  
generally  describes  as  $250,000.  The  Senat  ion.  But  s  remain  at loggerheads  with  Housee  has  passed  similar  legislat  Democrat  
Republicans,  who  wan  t  scheduled  increases  for  t  affluent  oo.  And  t  ies  disagree  abouto  prevent  he  most  households,  t  he  part  
how  to  prune  federal  spending.  

The  number  t  now  divides  t  ies  was  int  he  early  days  of  t  ialhat  he  part  roduced  by  Mr.  Obama  in  2007,  in  t  he  president  
campaign,  when  he  promised  to  extend  t  ax  cut  hat  han  t  amounthe  Bush  t  s  for  families  t  made  less  t  hat  .  

“I  can  make  a firm  pledge,” Mr.  Obama  said  in  September 2008.  “ Under my plan,  no family making less than  $250,000  a  
year  will  see  any  form  of  tax  increase.  Not your  income  t  your  payroll  t  your  capit  axes,  notax,  not  ax,  not  al  gains  t  any  of  your  
taxes.”  

When  policy  makers  talk  about  income,  however,  they don’t  mean  the  amount  of money  a  family  earns;  they  mean  the  
axes.  The  government  t  o  ret  payment  gages  orportion  subjec  to  t  does  no  ax  contributions  t  irement plans,  interest  s  on  mort  

107  

Document  ID:  0.7.6033.10295-000004  

http://www.nytimes.com/2012/12/07/business/obamas-tax-plan-would-spare-many-affluent-families.html?hp


                   


                  

                     


       
                    

               
                   


                      

                  


                     
              


                     

                  


                       

                 

                 

                   


                   
     

                

                 

                

 

              

    

                
            

                   

                      

                      

      

            
                     


       
                


        

        
  

    
                   


    
                       


   
                    

     
    

           
                   

                       


  

  

t

t

t
t t

t
t

t

t

charit  ions,  among  ot  hings.  As  a  result wo  families  wit he  same  incomes  will  most  axableable  donat  her  t  ,  t  h  t  likely  have  differen  t  
incomes.  

To  guarantee  tha  t  es  do  not  han  $250,000,  t  ratax  rat  increase  for  any  family  making  less  t  he  Obama  administ ion  proposed  
in  2009  to  raise  marginal  rates  on  t  –  he  minimum  amount of  income  a  family  isaxable  income  above  roughly  $230,000  because  t  
en  itled  to  shelt  axater  from  t  ion  is  roughly  $20,000.  

Bu  t  families  in  t  income  range  are  en  it  o  shelt  axat  o  $60,000.he  average  amount  hat  led  t  er  from  t  ion  is  much  larger,  closer  t  
In  ot  h  t  $290,000  in  2009.herwords,  families wit axable income of $230,000  on  average earned  about  

“T  to be  able to say that ‘Absolutely nobody making less than  $250,000  could possibly pay higher taxes underhey wanted  
our plan,’” said Bob McIntyre,  the director of Citizens for Tax Justice,  a liberal  advocacy group “So they had to assume the  most  
ridiculous assumptions,  that even  if you’re a childless couple with no itemized deductions making $250,001 ,  your taxes still won’t  
go up. They figured that if this couple existed and their taxes went up, somebody would find them and jump on ‘em.”  

Furthermore,  to  remain  consistent  with  the  president’s  original  promise,  the  administration  has  adjusted  the  original  
numbers for inflation.  When Mr.  Obama says $250,000, the White House says he means “in 2009 dollars.” It is now proposing to  
raise  marginal  rates  on  families  with  t  meaning,  on  average,  families  earning  more  taxable  incomes  above  $246,000  –  han  about  
$305,000.  

While  t  has  said  t  he  want o  raise  t  es  for  t  op  2  percent  1  percent of  taxpayers  willhe  president  hat  s  t  ax  rat  he  t  ,  only  about  
face  higher  marginal  rates,  according  to  an  analysis  by  t  er,  a  widely  respecthe  Tax  Policy  Cent  ed  research  group.  

The  rest  ion  of  t  her  provisions  t  he  Bush  t  s,  including  limit  ions  andorat  he  ot  emporarily  suspended  by  t  ax  cut  s  on  deduct  
higher  taxes  on  investment  ill  would  raise  t  32  percent  h  income  betincome,  st  axes  for  only  about  of  families  wit  ween  $250,000  
and  $300,000,  according  to  an  analysis  by  Citizens  for  Tax  Just  77  percent  h  income  betice.  About  of  families  wit  ween  $300,000  
and  $350,000  would  face  an  increase.  

Neera  Tanden,  domestic  policy  director  for  Mr.  Obama’s  2008  general  election  campaign,  said  the  president  might  not  
have  succeeded  in  rallying  popular  support for  any  t  made  tax increase if he had  not  he $250,000 promise.  

But Ms.  Tanden,  now  president  he  left  er  for  American  Progress,  said  t  ratof  t  -leaning  Cent  he  administ ion  should  reconsider  
t  commit  .hat  ment  

She  co-authored  a  deficit-reduct  his  week  recommending  modes  tion  plan  released  earlier  t  ax  increases  on  households  
making  as  li  tle  as  $100,000.  

“We think it’s reasonable to ask a couple more dollars from people who make $150,000,” she said.  
Some of t  heir t  rise.he  beneficiaries  see  good  reasons  why  t  axes  should  not  
“I  wouldn’t exactly say I’m  disappointed,” said Ryan  Ruby,  36,  of Bothell,  Wash.,  after learning that the president’s tax plan  

probably wouldn’t affect him even  though he and his wife make between  $250,000 and $300,000 a year.  “I do think our tax rates  
should  go  up  event  right  hink  t  o  have  disposable  income  t  he  economy  moving  isually,  but  now  I  t  he  need  for  people  t  o  ge  t  
probably more important than broadening the base.”  

Most affluent  ill  will  pay  higher  t  year  for  othouseholds  st  axes  next  her  reasons.  
A  t  ax  break  is  scheduled  t  he  end  of  t  would  increase  Social  Securit axes  bywo-year-old  payroll  t  o  lapse  a  t  his  year.  That  y  t  

2 percent  s on  wage income below $113,700.age  point  
And  t  levies  new  t  arget  han  $250,000  andhe  Affordable  Care  Act  axes  specifically  t  ing  married  couples  earning  more  t  

singles  earning  more  t  ed  gross  income.han  $200,000  in  adjust  

Republicans’ Severe LackO  nf Leverage O The ‘fiscal Cliff’  
By  Aaron  Blake  

on  PostWashingt  , December 7,  2012  
T  a  President Obama has spent part of his time during  “fiscal  cliff” negotiations appealing to voters:  They arehere’s  reason  

Democrats’ ace on the hole.  
In  fact,  poll  after  poll  shows  Democrat  he  American  public  on  t  comes  t he  major  issues  ats  have  t  heir  side  when  it  o  t  hand  in  

t  alks.he fiscal  cliff t  
And more and more, it’s looking like Republicans have very little leverage —  least  comes  t  imentat  ,  when  it  o  public  sent  .  
House  Speaker  John  Boehner  (R-Ohio).  (AP)  
Here  are  three  reasons  why:  
1 .  The cent  he fiscal  cliff t  s overwhelminglyral issue of t  alks favors Democrat  
So  far,  t  issue  has  been  whet  e  t  ax  rat  he  wealt  Americans.  Andhe  dominant  her  Republicans  will  vot o  raise  t  es  on  t  hiest  

depending  upon  which  poll  you  look  at,  as  much  as  two-t  he  American  public  support his  as  a  way  t  h  thirds  of  t  s  t  o  deal  wit he  
country’s budget issues.  
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Democrats  have  had  be  ter  messaging  on  t  han  in  previous  clashes.  In  t  ,  t  have  justhis  t  he  past hey  might  come  away  
looking  like  t  hey  emphasize  t  bot hey  and  Republicans  agree  on  renewing  t  ax  cut  he  98ax-raisers.  Today,  t  hat  h  t  he  t  s  for  t  
percent,  and Republicans  are  preventing  a deal because  they  want to  renew  the  cuts  for  the  top 2 percent.  T  ahat’s  winning  
argument  o  t,  according  t he  polls.  

It’s  also  why  a  ax  hikefew Republicans,  including  Rep.  Tom  Cole  (R-Okla.),  have  edged  away from  the  party’s  firm  anti-t  
position.  “Some  people think that’s our leverage  in  the debate;  it’s the  Democrats’  leverage in  the debate,” Cole said.  More  and  
more, Cole is looking like he’s got his  finger  on  the  pulse.  

2. Even the secondary issues don’t favor the GOP  
Aside  from  balking  at raising  t  he  wealt  en  it  reforms  and  revenue  increases  fromaxes  on  t  hy,  Republicans  want  lement  

limit  ions.  But  h  of t  oo.ing  deduct  bot  hose  ideas  are  unpopular  t  
According  t  of  Americans  oppose  cut o  Medicaid  and  51  percent oppose  raising  theo  a  new  Quinnipiac  poll,  70  percent  s  t  

Medicare  eligibilit  Washingt  -ABC  News  poll  act  hat  ly  higher,  aty  age.  And  a  recent  on  Post  ually  showed  t  second  figure  significant  
67  percent.  

When  it comes  t  ing  deduct  he  WaPo-ABC  poll  showed  opposit  ronger  t  ,  49  percen  to  limit  ions,  t  ion  was  st  han  support  o  44  
percent  ions,  Quinnipiac  shows  67  percent  ing  rid  of  t  gage  int  deduct  hough.  As  for  specific  deduct  oppose  ge  t  he  mort  erest  ion  (t  
just 28 percent  o t  $500,000 of t  gage).are  opposed  if  you  limi  i  t he  first  he  mort  

To  be  clear:  These  are  not all  t  lement  ions  being  t  ,  bu  t  he  mosthe  en  it  reforms  and  deduct  alked  about  hey  are  among  t  
t .alked-about  

Republicans  will  not ha  t  ing  deduct  ernat  o  raising  t  ese  t  he  Q  poll  says  people  generally  prefer  limit  ions  as  an  alt  ive  t  ax  rat  
(45  percen  t  ).  But  ar  t  specific  deduct  hat  he  morto  39  percent  when  you  st  alking  about  ions  t  normal  people  enjoy,  like  t  gage  
int  deduct  ha  t  axes  on  the wealthy, the alternative doesn’t look so great.erest  ion,  and  compare  t  o  raising  t  

If and when  the discussion  begins to turn  to specific deductions,  it will become clear that it’s much easier to talk about it as  
a  broad  goal  t  ually  pick  t  ions  t  e.han  act  he  deduct  o  eliminat  

3.  Americans  trust President  he  DemocratObama  and  t  s  more  
This  Q  poll  says  it  all.  Obama’s  approval  rating  is  up  to  53  percent,  while  Democrats  in  Congress  have  a  37  percent  

approval  rating.  T  not  good,  but  it  is  compared  to  the  GOP’s  anemic  23  percent approval  rating.he  latter number might  seem  
Republicans  in  Congress don’t even  get the  approval  of a  majority of their own  party,  with 47 percent of Republicans  approving  
of t  disapproving.he  congressional  GOP  and  43  percent  

A  few  other  numbers:  While  56  percen  think  Obama  and  t  s  will  make  a  good  fait  on  the  Democrat  h  effort  he  fiscal  cliff,  just  
43  percen  t  ched  up  against  her,  people  t  Obama  and  t  s  over  think  Republicans  will,  and  mat  one  anot  rust  he  Democrat  he  
Republicans  by  a  53  percen  t  margin.  And  t  wice  as  many  people  would  blame  to  36  percent  he  WaPo-ABC  poll  showed  t  he  
GOP as blame Democrat  he fiscal cliff is breached.s  if t  

The  one  major  area  where  Republicans  have  a  consistent edge  in  polling  when  it  o  t  alks  is  tcomes  t he  fiscal  cliff  t  heir  
reputation  for  cu  t  o  emphasize  more  as  ting  spending,  which  Americans  really  like  and  which  Republicans  would  be  wise  t  he  
debate  lingers  on.  (There  has  also  been  some  suggestion  t  he  Alt  ive  Minimum  Tax  could  help  tha  t  ernat  he  GOP.)  

To  t  , t  hat  has  go t  as  t  e has  focused  much  more  on  t  he  GOP hashis  point hough,  t  point  en  lost  he  debat  he  issues  where  t  
very  li  tle  leverage.  

It’s all a recipe for Democrats to get much more ofwhat they want out of the fiscal cliff deal.  

Oba : Fisca  ble'ma  l Cliff 'Solva  
By  Byron  Tau  
Politico,  December 7,  2012  
President Obama  st  he  home  of  a  Fairfax,  Va.  family  t  o  ext  he  lower  and  middle-opped  by  t  o  prod  Congress  int  ending  t  

income  port  he  Bush  t  s.ion  of t  ax cut  
“T  hursday at the home of The message we all want to send to Congress is this is a solvable problem,” Obama said T  iffany  

and  Richard  Santana.  
“Very important we  get this  done  now,  we  he  closer it gets  to  the  brink,  the  stressed  were  goingdon’t wait.  T  more  to  be,”  

Obama  said.  
According  t he  Whit  eacher,  while  Richard  works  as  a  port  a  localo  t  e  House,  Tiffany  works  as  a  high  school  English  t  er  at  

Toyota  dealership.Tiffany’s  parents  also  live  in  their  Virginia  home,  where  they  still  work  in  child  care  he  U.S.  postand  for t  al  
service.  They  were  chosen  for  a  president  because  t  ed  a  video  t he  Whit  a  $2,000ial  visit  hey  submi  t  o  t  e  House,  explaining  what  
t  o tax  increase  means  t hem.  

Obama  emphasized  that since  bot  ions  are  st  heir  incomes  would  be  hith generat  ill  working,  all four of t  .  
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“They have dreams and ambitions, they have a beautiful 6 year old son Noah ,” Obama said.  
“They’re  keeping  it  together,  they’re  working  hard,  they’re  meeting  their  responsibilities.  For  them  to  be  burdened  

unnecessarily  because  Democrats  and  Republicans  aren’t  coming  together  to  solve  those  problems  gives  you  a  sense  of the  
costs on personal terms,” Obama said.  “It’s bad for our economy and it puts us back in a downward spiral.”  

(See  also:  Full  coverage  of  the  fiscal  cliff)  
Obama  also  repeat  ha  t  ax  rat  o  go  up  as  part  anded  his  vow  t  he  t  es  on  upper  earners  will  need  t  of  any  deal  over  debt  

deficit—  hing  t  congressional  Republicans  oppose.somet  hat  
“Everyone  is  going  to  have  to  share  in  some  sacrifice.  But it  starts  with  folks  who  are  in  the  best  position  to  sacrifice,  “  

Obama  said.  
“Just to  be  clear I’m  not going  to  sign  any package  that somehow prevents  the  top  rate  from  going  up,  the  top 2  percent  

from going up,” he said.  
Read  more  about:  Barack  Obama,  Fiscal  Cliff  

GOP La  kers Opening Door To Concessionswma  
Most remain  reluctant to a  x raddress issue of ta  tes  
By  Paul  Krawzak,  Roll  Call  Staff  
Roll Call,  December 7,  2012  
A  growing  number  of  Republican  lawmakers  are  reluct ly  concluding  t  o  abandon  t  ionant  hey  will  have  t  heir  bedrock  opposit  

t  ax  rat  o  get  hat  he  fiscal  cliff.o  increased  t  es  t  an  agreemen  t  avoids  t  
No  GOP  leader  has  publicly  surrendered  on  President Barack  Obama’s  demand  for  higher  upper-bracke  t  es,  butax  rat  

Republicans  are  wavering.  Some  have  spoken  in  favor  of  extending  tax  cut  t  op  t  ax  brackets  for  all  bu  he  t  wo  income  t  s,  and  
others have lef  the door open  t  ing t  idea ifDemocrato  accept  hat  s  make  concessions  on  spending.  

Both  parties  are  heavily  engaged  in  positioning  and  arranging  their political  cover for momentous  votes  that lie  ahead.  “I  
think  there’s  going  to  be  a  lot  of jockeying  between  now  and  the  end  of the  period  whenever  it  is,”  Georgia  Republican  Sen.  
Saxby  Chambliss  said.  

One  of  the  first Republicans  t  he  t  ed  exto  cross  t  ax  hike  line  was  Oklahoma  Rep.  Tom  Cole,  who  advocat  ending  lower-
bracket rat  o  remove  uncert  y  and  put  he  ba  t  es  for  incomes  above  $250,000.  And  Sen.  Tomes  now  in  order  t  aint  off  t  le  over  rat  
Coburn,  R-Okla.,  speaking  on  MSNBC  t  ed  company  wit  y  by  saying  he  would  rat  axhis  week,  part  h  many  in  his  part  her  increase  t  
rates  than  limit  ions  because  act  ax  breaks  now  would  make  a  fut  ax  overhaul  more  difficultdeduct  ion  on  t  ure  t  .  

Democrat  o  exploit  ching  emails  wit  es  from  any  GOP  lawmakers  have  been  quick  t  each  break  in  GOP  ranks,  dispat  h  quot  
who  indicates  a  willingness  to  accept  es  as  parthigher  rat  of  a  fiscal  bargain.  

The  Whit  ed  Thursday  t  Republican  accept  ax  rat  of  anye  House  indicat  hat  ance  of  higher  t  es  remains  a  necessary  part  
agreement.  “We  have  seen  increasing  numbers of Republicans,  including  elected  lawmakers,  acknowledge  that raising  rates is  
going  to  have  to  be  part  of this,  and  we  welcome  that  acknowledgement.  That’s  progress,”  White  House  Press  Secretary  Jay  
Carney  said.  

Alt  here was no sign  of an  imminent  o t  andoff.hough  Carney  said  discussions  are  ongoing,  t  end  t he  st  
The  Republican  negot ing  post  o  be  evolving  Thursday  as  t  iniat  ure  appeared  t  he  Jan.  1  cliff  deadline  approaches,  and  most  

the GOP were reluctan  t  he issue of t  es,  which  cont  o appear t  obst  o cu to  address  t  ax  rat  inued  t  he  largest  acle  t  ing  a  deal.  
A  bipart  h  Shuler,  D-N.C.,  Jim  Cooper,  D-Tenn.,  Mike  Simpson,  R-Idaho,  andisan  group ofHouse  lawmakers including  Heat  

St  e,  R-Ill.,  are  circulating  a  letter  urging  congressional  leaders  to  put  “all  options  for  mandatory  andeven  C.  LaToure  t  
discretionary spending and revenues” on the table.  None of the letter’s authors was willing to discuss their efforts Thursday.  

Some  Republicans  in  both  chambers  were  reacting  to  colleagues’  uncertainty  by  doubling  down  on  their  tax  hike  
opposition.  

Senate  Republicans  met privat  hem  appeared  t  rongly  opposed  tely  Wednesday,  and  on  Thursday  many  of  t  o  be  as  st  o  
higher rates as in  the  past.  “Obviously there are  a certain  few and they’ve already been  vocal  about that,” Dean  Heller,  R-Nev.,  
said of the dissenters.  “But as a conference overall,  raising rates, I don’t think the majority is there.”  

“I just think people are  of  t  hing  really  is  and  realize  tbeginning to look toward the end  he  year  and  realize  where  everyt  here  
may be some ways of putting leverage back onto the situation of actually getting to entitlements,” Bob Corker, R-Tenn.,  said.  

House  Ways  and  Means  Chairman  Dave  Camp,  R-Mich.,  sounded  on  Wednesday  as  if  he  would  not rule  out  ax  rata t  e  
increase.  But Thursday,  he  put  a  st ement  ion  t  es.out  at  reaffirming  his  opposit  o  higher  rat  

Chambliss,  a member of the  “gang  of eight”  who has  argued  that more  revenue  is needed  to  reduce  the  deficit,  ruled  out  
supporting  a  here  other ways  to  raise  revenue,  but [Obama]  israte  hike.  “No,”  he  said.  “I’ve  been  opposed  to  it all  along.  T  are  
just fixated on raising rates and that will not energize the economy.”  
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“I will not support anything that raises rates on individuals,” Alabama Republican Sen. Richard C. Shelby said.  
But some who cont  o oppose higher upper-bracket es acknowledged t  hey might  of a final package.inued  t  rat  ha  t  be  part  
“I think everything’s being discussed,” said Sen. John McCain, R-Ariz.  
Republicans  have  been  st  heir  call  for  t  s  t  lement  hing  even  Obamaepping  up  t  he  Democrat o  give  ground  on  en  it  s,  somet  

has suggested  will likely need to happen  ifRepublicans agree t  es.  Sen.  Olympia J.  Snowe,  R-Maine,  a moderato  higher  rat  e  who  
is  retiring  after  t  erm,  said  she  is  open  t  ax  rat  is  craft  o  hit  he  growthe  curren  t  o  a  t  e  increase  if  it  ed  no  t  small  businesses  and  if  t  h  
of en  it  programs is curbed.lement  

Democrat  an  o  t  cut  ic  spending  as  Republicans  are  abou  t  Senat  ys  are  as  reluct  t alk  about  s  in  domest  axes.  But  e  Majorit  
Whip  Richard  J.  Durbin,  D-Ill.,  said  he  could  foresee  a  deal  emerging  t  has  Obama  grant  o  Speaker  John  A.hat  ing  concessions  t  
Boehner,  R-Ohio.  

Lawmakers  are  hesit  t alk  about  s  remain  unwilling  t  rike  a  deal  onan  o  t  any  backup  plan  if  Republicans  and  Democrat  o  st  
rates  and  negotiat  .  Bu  t  one  t  could  come  intions  fall  apart  hey  suggest  hat  o  play.  

One  approach  pondered  by  several  former  GOP  congressional  aides  calls  for  House  Republicans  t  ion  to  pass  legislat  o  
ext  ax  rat  hat  o  t  e  would  give  House  Republicans  a  chance  t  eend  all  curren  t  es  and  reduce  spending.  Sending  t  bill  t he  Senat  o  vot  
on  a  measure  without higher  rates.  

Alt  he  plan  would  die  in  t  e,  Democrat here  could  t  up  t  ion.  A  conferencehough t  he Senat  s t  hen  put  heir own  version  of legislat  
commi  tee  could  resolve  differences  between  t  wo  bills  in  a  ma  t  o  lawmakers  and  sthe t  er of hours or days,  according t  aff.  

“Up here  anything  can  happen,”  said Shelby.  “It’s getting  complicated  and if the president wants to get involved,  he wants  
to meet the Republicans halfway, we’d get a deal.”  

David  Harrison,  Sam  Goldfarb  and  Ben  Weyl  contributed  t his  reporto t  .  

Fisca  tions Appea  rdl Cliff Negotia  r To Be Inching Forwa  
Could  no news  lks between the White House abe good news when it comes to ta  nd Boehner?  
By  St  affeven  T.  Dennis,  Roll  Call  St  
Roll Call,  December 7,  2012  
T  ahe adage in  Washington  is that if nobody is talking  about what they’re really talking  about,  that’s a good sign  for getting  

deal.  
In  what may  be  just  ive  sign,  President  heir  aides  onsuch  a  posit  Barack  Obama,  Speaker  John  A.  Boehner,  R-Ohio,  and  t  

Thursday seemed t  heir lips on t  he-scenes fiscal  cliff t  er a privat  weeno  be  zipping  t  he  behind-t  alks  aft  e  Wednesday  phone  call  bet  
the two men.  Of course,  bot  inued t  ions fight  and th  sides  also  cont  heir  public  relat  over  debt  axes.  

“Lines of communication are open,” one House GOP leadership aide said.  
Whit  ary  Jay  Carney  likewise  declined  t  ails  on  t  he  ongoing  discussions,  beyonde  House  Press  Secret  o  give  det  he  call  or  t  

saying  t  he  administ ion  st  ha  t  ime  t  provided  Republicans  agree  t  higherha  t  rat  ill  believes  t  here  is  t  o  reach  a  fiscal  cliff  deal  —  hat  
tax rates on  t  hy have t  of ithe  wealt  o  be  part  .  

That’s  something  that in  recent days more  Republicans  on  both  sides of the  Capitol  have  suddenly become  more  flexible  
on  as  t  he  pot ial  of  rat  .  Boehner,  however,  has  kep  t  om  line  ofhey  face  t  ent  es  going  up  on  everyone  come  Jan.  1  o  his  bo  t  
prevent  e increase in  favor of t  ions.ing  a  rat  rimming  deduct  

Before  the  call,  Republicans  had  become  increasingly  vocal  in  their  complaint ha  he  Whits  t  t  e  House  simply  wasn’t  
engaging  in  talks  at all.  Inst  hey  fel  t  was  wait  he  polit  o  ramp  up  on  t  —  hing  tead,  t  he  president  ing  for  t  ical  hea  t  he  GOP  somet  hat  
Democrat  ely  acknowledged  t  he  case.s  privat  o  be  t  

Wit  he  president  he  GOP  on  t  don’t think Republicans  sustain  opposition  toh  polls  backing  t  over  t  he  cliff,  Democrats  can  
raising taxes on the wealthy.  “Send us a memo on how you want to cave,” one Senate Democratic leadership aide suggested.  

That being  said,  t  e  House  and  t  s  cont  o  suggest  heir  own  flexibilit  h  t  eshe  Whit  op  Democrat  inued  t  Thursday  t  y  on  bot ax  rat  
as  well  as  en  it  reforms.  Carney  reit  ed  t  ers  Thursday  t  Obama  was  willing  t  he  $600  billion  inlement  erat  o  report  hat  o  go  beyond  t  
en  itlement savings  t  he  has  already  proposed  in  order  t  a  deal.  The  day  before,  Obama  predict  he  cut  of  that  o get  ed  t  s part  he  
package  could  be  reached  in  a  mere  week  after  the  t  witax  issue  is  dealt  h.  

The  bo  t  he  Whit  s  is  revenue,  not  es  no  the  $800  billion  figure  offered  byom  line  for  t  e  House  and  Democrat  rat  —  
Republicans,  but somet  o  t  rillion  sought by  Obama.hing  closer t he $1 .6 t  

It’s worth  noting  that the  White  House  had  sought a $1 .2 trillion  revenue  increase  at one  point in  2011  —  ly  halfwayexact  
between  the  t  he  two  offers  now  on  t  able.  

House  Minority  Leader  Nancy  Pelosi  suggested  raising  t  e  on  t  o  39.6  percent  iable,  bu  the  rat  op  earners  t  could  be  negot  he  
total  revenue  coming  from  the  wealthy  must  still  be  achieved.  “It’s  about  the  money,”  the  California  Democrat  said,  echoing  
Obama’s comments earlier this week.  
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St  h  sides  cont  he  showmanship  Thursday,  wit he  debt  aking  cent  age.  The  debt  is  aill,  bot  inued  t  h  t  ceiling  again  t  er  st  limit  
side  argumen  to  the  larger  t  ending  Bush-era  t  es  and  avert  omat  he-board  spending  cutalks  on  ext  ax  rat  ing  aut  ic,  across-t  s.  But  
it’s  a  o  prevent  ured  crises  in  which  t  he  t  of  aconcession  the  White  House  is  demanding  t  serial  manufact  he  GOP  uses  t  hreat  
government defaul  t  s.o  demand  spending  cut  

Senate  Democrats  appeared  to  surprise  Republicans  Thursday  by  closing  ranks  behind  Obama’s  proposal  to  give  the  
president unprecedent  horit o raise t  ceiling  wit  ed  congressional power ted  aut  y  t  he  debt  h  only  limit  o  block  him.  

Senat  y  Leader  Mit  ae  Minorit  ch  McConnell,  R-Ky.,  brought Obama’s proposal to the floor and said he was prepared to hold  
vote.  But he  subsequent  ed  when  Majorit  o  pass  it  y.  A  Senatly  object  y  Leader  Harry  Reid,  D-Nev.,  sough  t  by  a  simple  majorit  e  
Democrat  was  needed  to  pass  the  bill,  but McConnell quicklyic  aide  said he  “very confident”  that Democrats  had  the  51  votes  
tried to set  e,  filibust  hreshold for passage of t  o vota 60-vot  er-proof t  he measure before an agreemen  t  e was solidified.  

“I  would hope that we  can  work  t  her  here  and  get  e  on  it  o  express  toget  a  vot  and  give  his  members  a  chance  t  hemselves  
as to whether or not they think that’s  good  way forward for our country,  to give  this  president or any other president unlimita  ed  
aut  y t  he  wants  at  any time  he  wants  from  the  Chinese  or  hursdayhorit o  borrow  as  much  as  anybody  else,”  McConnell  said T  
morning, before he blocked Reid’s counteroffer.  

After,  Democrats  chided McConnell for the  reversal.  “T  a  a senator made  ahis  may be  moment in  Senate  history,  when  
proposal  and  when  given  an  opportunity for a vote on  that proposal filibustered his own  proposal,” said Majority Whip Richard  J.  
Durbin,  D-Ill.  

Senat  s  expec  t  he  measure  up  repeat  il  t  y  vot he  senior  aidee  Democrat  o  bring  t  edly  unt he  Republicans  allow  a  majorit  e,  t  
said.  

Carney  shot down  t  ched  by  some  senior  Democrat hat  he  debt  on  his  ownhe  idea  pit  s  t  Obama  should  simply  raise  t  limit  
through  the  14th Amendment,  which  says  the  debt  of the  United States  shall  not be  questioned.  “T  nothis  administration  does  
believe that the 14th Amendment gives the president the power to ignore the debt ceiling. Period,” Carney said.  

Ben  Weyl  and  Meredit  ribut  o  t  .h Shiner cont  ed t his report  

John  Boehner Fisca  l Opposed By Powerful Conserval Cliff Proposa  tive Groups  
By  Paul  Blument

on  Post  
hal  

Huffingt  , December 6,  2012  
WASHINGTON  — Two  of  t  powerful  and  polit  ive  conservat  on  are  not  hhe  most  ically  act  ive  groups  in  Washingt  pleased  wit  

the fiscal  cliff proposal  put forward  by Speaker of the  House  John  Boehner  (R-Ohio)  on  Monday.  
Americans  for  Prosperit  at  heir  disappoint  and  opposit  o  t  forward  byy  and  FreedomWorks  st ed  t  ment  ion  t he  proposal  put  

Boehner  as  a  counter  to  President Barack  Obama’s  offer because  it  contains  $800  billion  in  new  tax revenue  and  not  enough  
spending  reductions.  

“T  to  seriously deal  with the  reality of the problems facinghe  President’s  proposal  and Speaker Boehner’s counteroffer fail  
the nation,” Americans for Prosperity  president Tim  Phillips  said  in  a  st ementat  Monday.  

Matt  Kibbe,  president  of  FreedomWorks,  told  CNN  on  Tuesday,  “I  think  (Boehner)  is  negotiating  with  himself.  I  wish  
Republicans would lay out a more substantial vision.”  

The  t  he  t  polit  ive  conservat  he  2012  elect  owo  groups are  among t  op 10 most  ically act  ive groups in  t  ions having  combined t  
spend  $59  million.  In  2009,  they  helped  mobilize  the  Tea  Part  and  propelled  t  o  t  y  in  ty  movement  he  Republicans  int he  majorit  he  
House  ofRepresent ives  witat  h  massive  campaign  spending.  

FreedomWorks,  along  wit he  similarly  conservat  h,  have  used  t  ical  might o  enforceh  t  ive  Club  for  Growt  heir  polit  t  
conservative  orthodoxy  in  primary  elect  he  most  elect  hey  helped  Sens.-elections.  In  t  recent  ions  t  Ted  Cruz  (R-Texas)  and  Jeff  
Flake  (R-Ariz.)  win  tough  primary  ba  tles  against  er  funded  opponentbe  t  s.  They  also  aided  Indiana  Treasurer  Richard  Mourdock  
(R-Ind.)  as  he  unseat  hen  went  o  lose  in  t  ion.ed  Sen.  Richard  Lugar  (R-Ind.)  and  t  on  t  he  general  elect  

These  conservative  groups  have opposed deals and proposals from  Boehner and House leadership in  the past and  aren’t  
going  to  oppose  the  lat  plans  silentest  ly.  

“If the  deal  is  a bad  deal,  then  this  will  be  a big  part of our scorecard  and  we’ll  work very hard  to  educate  the  grassroots  
about why it’s a bad deal,” FreedomWorks legislative counsel Dean Clancy told The Huffington Post.  “We’re not going to be loyal  
soldiers and just fall in line because it’s the best that could be gotten, if it’s a truly bad deal.”  

Clancy  clarified  t  he  believes  the  Republican  leadership  is  still  operating  in  “good  faith,”  but  it  has  put  forward  anhat  
“unserious proposal.”  

The  White  House  already  rejected  Boehner’s  plan  outright  and  called  on  Republicans  to  come  closer  to  its  proposal,  
insisting  tha  t  earners.  hehey  accept higher tax rates  for the  nation’s  highest  T statements  by these  powerful groups,  however,  
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help  shed  light on  how  li  t  ually  has  t  o  make  a  deal  wit he  Whit  ole  room  Boehner  act  o  maneuver  as  he  seeks  t  h  t  e  House  prior  t  
Jan.  1 .  

For  FreedomWorks,  a  serious  proposal,  “would  go  somewhere  in  the  direction  of the  Paul  Ryan  budget that passed  the  
House,”  according  to  Clancy.  T  to  Medicare  and  thehat  budget included  large  spending  cuts,  the  introduction  of private  plans  
repeal  of t  , among  many othe  Affordable  Care  Act  her  provisions.  

Before  Republican  members  could  face  the  wrath  of  t  ical  groups  a  he  ballot box,  House  leadership  is  alreadyhese  polit  t  
facing  a  revolt wit  heir  own  ranks.hin  t  

“The current leadership is skating a little bit too close to thin ice at this point,” FreedomWorks’ Clancy says.  
Conservative  House  Republicans  are  calling  Boehner’s  offer  a  bad  deal.  Rep.  Austin  Scott  (R-Ga.)  said,  “I’d  like  to  see  

more cuts,” and Rep. Louie Gohmert (R-Texas) told Fox News that it was “not a good place to start.”  
Influent  conservat  a  ical  act  t  heseial  ive  blogger  Erick  Erickson  penned  call  for  polit  ion  against he  leadership  by  t  

conservative  groups  at his  web  site  Red  State,  “Freedomworks,  Americans  for Prosperity,  Club for Growth,  Heritage  Action  for  
America,  Madison  Project,  Concerned  Women  of  America,  Susan  B.  Anthony,  Gun  Owners  of  America,  et  c.  et  stc.  et  c.  must art  
working hard immediately to find quality candidates to challenge incumbent Republicans.”  

Erickson  ended by saying,  “Conservatives must seek  retribution  or  become  t  iger  John  Boehner,  Eric  Canthe  paper  t  or,  and  
Kevin McCarthy just declared them to be.”  

The  conservat  y  Act  o  be  removed  asive  group  American  Majorit  ion  has  already  begun  a  campaign  calling  for  Boehner  t  
speaker  and  replaced  by  Rep.  Jim  Jordan  (R-Ohio).  

“Speaker Boehner has been  an  abysmal failure as speaker,  and his latest purge is the nail in  the coffin  for conservatives.”  
American  Majority Action  president and CEO Ned Ryun  said in  a statement on  hursday,  “Boehner has  never won  a  negatT  ion  
ba t  h  t  e  House  or  Senat  an  embarrassing  spokesman  for  the  Conservativele  wit he  Whit  e—and  he’s  been  nothing  short  of  
Movement. It’s time for him to go.”  

House  GOP  leadership  is  already  under  fire  from  these  conservative  groups  over  Boehner’s  decision  to  remove  
conservat  ees  aft  hey  split  ant  es  over  t  wo  years.  The  deposedive  Republicans  from  powerful  commi  t  er  t  on  import  vot  he  pas  t  
congressmen  — Reps.  Just  (R-Ariz.),  Tim  Huelskamp  (R-Kan.)  and  Waltin  Amash  (R-Mich.),  Dave  Schweikert  er  Jones  (R-N.C.)  
— blast  an  event  he  conservat  age  Foundated  Boehner  and  Republican  leadership  at  a  t  ive  Herit  ion.  

Michael  McAuliff cont  ed  reportribut  ing.  

Dems See Jobs Report As Fa  lctor In  Push For Stimulus In  Debt Dea  
By  Peter  Schroeder,  Bernie  Becker  And  Vicki  Needham  
The Hill,  December 7,  2012  
Lawmakers  and  economists  are  bracing  for  a  jobs  repor  that  erm  stcould  signal  how  much  of  a  push  shor  -t  imulus  will  get  

as part of a fiscal deal bet  he Whitween  Congress  and  t  e  House.  
The  White  House  and  Democrats  are  wrest  o  bolst  he  economy  as  t  iatling  over  how  much  t  er  t  hey  negot e  a  deal  aimed  at  

addressing the nation’s long-term  fiscal  challenges.  
Wit  o  any  st  he  scene  is  set  ense  horse  t  erm  measuresh  Republicans  cool  t  imulus  measures,  t  for  int  rading  involving  shor  -t  

— such  as  ext  he  payroll  t  benefit  and  longer  t  o  reform  en  it  s  orending  t  ax  holiday  or  unemployment  s  —  erm  measures  t  lement  
t  ax  code.he  t  

Rep.  Sandy  Levin  (Mich.),  the  top  Democrat  House  Ways  and  Means,  said  tat  he  November  figures  would  play  a  role  in  
whet  anot  he  payroll  t  ,  or  a  reasonable  subs  it e.her he would  support  her year of t  ax cut  ut  

“You  should keep  open  that option,  depending  on  what we  see  on  he  presidentFriday,”  Levin  told  reporters  this  week.  “T  
has  proposed  that  we  look  at  that  or  other  measures,  and  we’ll  see  whether  the  economy  is  continuing  to  grow  and  
unemployment continues to go down.”  

Friday’s jobs report is the first since  Hurricane  Sandy  hi  the  Northeast  ed  tand  is  expect  o  be  grim.  Weekly  unemployment  
claims  have  jumped  because  of  job  losses  in  t  heast  ed  t  remely  disappoint  erhe  Nort  relat  o  Sandy.  An  ext  ing  number  could  bolst  
t  imulus.he  case  for  more  st  

The focus of the fiscal talks has been  on  t  lement  s t  end Bush-era rataxes  and  en  it  s.  Obama  want o  ext  es  on  annual  income  
below  $250,000  while  allowing  rates  above  tha  hreshold  t  o  win  reforms  tt  o  expire.  Republicans  are  looking  t  o  Medicare,  
Medicaid  and  Social  Securit  hey  argue  are  t  spending.y,  which t  he main  drivers of rising government  

The stimulus measures are a relatively small part of this battle.  President Obama’s fiscal proposal to Republicans included  
$110 billion  for a  payroll  t  ext  hing  similar,  plus  billions  more  for an  ext  insuranceax  cut  ension  or  somet  ension  of  unemployment  
and  addit  imulus.ional  st  
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Momentum  for  extending  t  ax  cut  benefit  s  was  growing  before  the  payroll  t  and  unemployment  s  among  Democrat  he  
election.  

On  Wednesday,  Sen.  Bob  Casey  (D-Pa.)  introduced  legislation  t  would  ext  ha  that  end  t  ax  holiday  for  one  year,  and  Rep.  
Chris  Van  Hollen  (D-Md.)  has  been  pressing  for  an  ext  hs.ension  for  mont  

Republicans,  however,  have  long  doubt  he  payroll  t  did  much  t  imulat he  economy.ed t  ax cut  o st  e t  
Sen.  Bob  Corker  (R-T  on  his own  fiscal  consolidation  plans,  told  reporters on  hursday that “the veryenn.),  who is working  T  

best stimulus we could possibly have for our nation is to put this fiscal reform issue in the rearviewmirror.”  
Obama  has  called  for  unemployment benefit o  be  ext  of  ts  t  ended  as  part  he  deal,  and  some  Republicans  have  offered  

support—  h  caveatwit  s.  
“Generally I  think with  unemployment still  so  high  and  so  many people  out of work through  no  fault of their own  we  need  

some  sort of  ext  I  would  like  t  er  links  t  raining  and  t  s  as  partension  but  o  see  be  t  o  job  t  ougher  job-search  requirement  of  a  
package,” said Sen. Susan Collins (R-Maine),  who  has  support  ensions  in  t  .ed  ext  he  past  

“We’ve  got to  do  this,  there  are  more  than  2  million  people  looking  over a  hereal  cliff,”  Sen.  Jack Reed  (D-R.I.)  said  of  t  
unemployed.  

Reed has taken  the  lead  on  the issues and  collected  support from  41  other Democratic colleagues.  “We’re trying  to  make  
sure the issue is on the table,” he said.  

While  Washingt  he  economy  has  shown  signs  of  improving.  The  housing  marketon  policymakers  haggle  over  a  fiscal  deal,  t  
is  beginning  t  he  const  ion  sect  oo  rebound,  which  has  been  good  news  for  t  ruct  or.  Signs  have  emerged  of  companies  beginning  t  
spend  t  ocks  closed  higher  on  Thursday.heir  savings,  and  st  

A  pair  of  economist  ha  t  o  be  gaining  enough  ground,  which  could  allows  generally  agreed  Thursday  t  he  economy  seems  t  
governmen  to  pull  its  t  from  temporary  support  he  economy.  

“You  don’t want to  get into  a cycle  of dependency,”  said Mark Zandi  of Moody’s  Analytics.  “You  want to  slowly phase  out  
the support to the economy and let the private sector fill in the holes.”  

Kevin  Hasse  t  or  of  economic  policy  a  t  ive  American  Ent  ut  ended  Thursday  t  he,  direct  he  conservat  erprise  Ins  it e,  cont  ha  t  
time  had  come  to  focus  on  ge  t  he  sting finances in order and  shake off t  imulus.  

“We’re  kind  of in  a hangover phase from  these things,” he said.  “If we just now recognize that we’re  out of the emergency  
period,  and  ifwe fix t  over the hangover.”hese  big  problems,  we  can  get  

Regardless  of  what happens  t hose  lifelines,  Zandi  was  opt  ic  t  he  economy  is  poised  for  a  st  is,  ifo t  imist ha  t  rong  2013.  That  
Washingt  o  avoid  ton  finds  a  way  t  he  fiscal  cliff.  

“If you  address  this  problem  reasonably  gracefully,  I  think  the  fundamentals  of  this  economy  are  in  great  shape,”  said  
Zandi.  “Ifwe nail this down, we’ll be off and running.”  

Centrist Democra  x-cut Dischats  Flock To Ta  rge Petition  
By  Mike  Lillis  
The Hill,  December 7,  2012  
A  long  list of  House  Democrat  heir  part his  summer  t  ax  breaks  t  ing  only  ts  who  bucked  t  y  t  o  oppose  t  arget  he  middle  class  

have  now  t  heir  support  he  same  bill.hrown  t  behind  t  
Fift  he  19  cent  Democrat  he  GOP  in  Augus  t  e-passed  proposal  ext  he  Bush-een  of  t  rist  s  who  joined  t  o  kill  a  Senat  ending  t  

era  tax  rates  only  on  income  below  $250,000  have  now  endorsed  a  discharge  pe  it  o  bring  tion  pressing  Republican  leaders  t  hat  
very  bill  back  t he  House  floor  t  h.o  t  his  mont  

T reasons  outside  thehe  could  be  varied.  Six  of the  19  aren’t  returning  next year,  for  instance,  leaving  them  free  to  act  
confines  of reelection  concerns.  

Bu  t  resounding  explanat  his  week  for  t  ch  is  also  t  simple:  The  imminenthe  most  ion  lawmakers  gave  t  heir  swit  he  most  
“fiscal cliff” deadline, they say,  has simply forced a change of heart.  

“With less than  four weeks remaining this year,  American  families and  small businesses are counting  on  Congress to meet  
t  he  so-called ‘fiscal cliff,’” Rep. Henry Cuellar (D-Texas),  one of t  s,  said Thursday in an  email.he challenge of t  he 15 convert  

“We  have  an  obligat  o  t  ion  on  t  ion,  or  any  reasonable  legislat  hat  ax  reliefion  t ake  act  his  discharge  pe  it  ive  effor  t  ensures  t  
for the middle class and small businesses,” he added. “It is no longer an option to do nothing.”  

Rep.  Tim  Walz,  t  he  discharge  pe  it  e.  The  Minnesot  said  hehe  lead  sponsor  of  t  ion,  sounded  a  smiler  not  a  Democrat  
opposed  t  e  bill  in  August  hat  rict  hit  he  est e-t  hathe  Senat  over  concerns  t  his  farm-heavy  dist  would  get  hard  by  t  at ax  provisions  in  t  
proposal.  But wit he clock t  oward 2013,  he said  addressing t  ax rat  he bigger fish th  t  icking  down  t  he  middle-class  t  es  is  t  o  fry.  

“In  August,  I was still  making the case that the estate tax needed to be changed in  a  hursday bypositive way,” Walz said T  
phone. “T  her  day  on  t  one.hat was August, and I need to live to fight anot  hat  
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“The greater good is to get this done for the middle class voters,” Walz added,  “so I’m willing to make that compromise.”  
As  was  t  wo  years  ago,  t  ion  over  how,  or  whet  o  ext  he  Bush  t  es  has  emerged  t  hhe  case  t  he  quest  her,  t  end  t  ax  rat  his  mont  

as  the  highest barrier  t  isan,  lame-duck  budgeto  a  bipart  deal.  
President Obama  and  t  s  have  urged  a  cont  ion  of  t  es  on  household  income  belowhe  Democrat  inuat  he  lower  marginal  rat  

$250,000,  while  allowing  the  rates  t  hato  increase  on  income  above  t  level.  
Republicans,  meanwhile,  are  warning  t  a  t  housands  of  small  businesses  andhat  ax  hike  on  upper  incomes  would  cripple  t  

prevent hiring  in  t  o  ext  he  lower  Bush  rathe  middle  of  an  ongoing  jobs  crisis.  They  wan  t  end  t  es  for  all  earners.  
The  compet  h  came  t he  House  floor  in  August  never  hading proposals bot  o t  . The GOP version  passed  easily,  256-171 ,  but  

a chance  to  clear the Democratically controlled Senate.  Obama’s proposal  – which  t  e  had  passed  in  July  –he  Senat  failed  by  a  
tally of 170-257.  Nineteen Democrat  o kill ts  joined  every  Republican  t  he  bill.  

Fourmonths and  a presidential  elect  er,  most  hose  Democrat  he 19  –ion  lat  of  t  s  have  reconsidered.  Only  four  of  t  Reps.  Jim  
Matheson  (Utah),  John  Barrow  (Ga.),  Mike  McInt  –yre  (N.C.)  and  Joe  Donnelly  (Ind.)  have  not  endorsed  Walz’s  discharge  
pe  ition.  

Of the 15 who have signed  on,  several  are either retiring  or were defeated in  this year’s elections,  meaning the “fiscal  cliff”  
fight will  be  t  on  Capit  ic  Reps.  Dan  Boren  (Okla.),  Heatheir  last  ol  Hill.  Blue  Dog  Democrat  h  Shuler  (N.C.)  and  Mike  Ross  (Ark.),  
for  inst  iring  a  t  he  mont  mire  (Pa.)ance,  are  all  ret  he  end  of  t  h,  while  Reps.  Ben  Chandler  (Ky.),  Larry  Kissell  (N.C.)  and  Jason  Alt  
all  los  t  ion  bids.heir  reelect  

Among  the  nine  who  will  return  t  ol  Hill  next  cit  he  t  heir  principal  impeto  Capit  year,  most ed  t  ime  crunch  as  t  us  for  backing  
t  e plan  t  .he  Senat  hey  opposed  in  August  

“It’s  mostly a  function  of:  Now it’s December and  not August,” Rep.  Kurt Schrader (D-Ore.),  who  vot  he  $250Ked  agains  t  
t  he  summer but endorsed the petition, said Threshold  over  t  hursday by phone.  “We’ve got to move something along.”  

Conversely,  several  Democrats  who  supported  Obama’s  plan  in  August  are  now  declining  to  endorse  the  Walz  petition.  
The  office  of  Rep.  Carolyn  McCarthy,  for  instance,  said  t  is  concerned  t  hreshold  is  the  New  York  Democrat  he  $250,000  t  oo  low  
considering t  of living in  her Long Island dist .he  high  cost  rict  

“T  arek said  of McCarthy withholding her signature.  He  could  not,  however,  explainhat’s  intentional,”  spokesman  Shams  T  
her  support for  t  hreshold  in  Augustha  t  .  

Rep.  Jim  Moran  is  another  Democrat  in  a  tough  spot  over  the  discharge  petition.  Moran  voted  in  favor  of the  Senate’s  
middle-class-only  tax  cut ext  ,  but  hern  Virginia  dist  is  among  t  hiest  he  countension  in  August  his  Nort  rict  he  wealt  in  t  ry,  and  he  has  
not endorsed the Democrats’ discharge petition.  

Pressed on the issue this week, Moran’s office said only that the Virginia Democrat “is still reviewing the petition.”  
As  of Wednesday,  Walz’s  petition  had  attracted  the  support of 178  of t  s in  the  191  Democrat  he  House.  No  Republicans  

have  endorsed  the  measure,  even  those  who  support  e  middle-class  t  ext  at  one,  Rep.  Waltan  immediat  ax-cut  ension.  But least  er  
Jones (R-N.C.),  said he might reconsider if t  ween GOP leaders and t  e House remains next week.he  impasse  bet  he  Whit  

Rep.  Mike  Thompson  (D-Calif.),  who  voted  against bot  he  Bush-rat  ensions  in  Augusth  versions  of  t  e  ext  ,  said  he  did  so  
because  neither  proposal  was  offset by  changes  elsewhere  in  t  .  The  looming  Jan.  1  middle-class  the  budget  ax  hikes,  his  office  
said  Thursday,  has  forced  those  deficit concerns  t he  back  burner  – and  drew  his  name  t he  pe  ito t  o t  ion.  

“T  worse  that  aren’t paid for,”  said  spokesman  Austin  Vevurka,  “may in  fact be  going  over  thehe  only thing  than  tax cuts  
fiscal cliff.”  

Brain  Tam  contributed  t his  reporto t  .  

Oba  Ta  x Fight With GOP To  Virginiama kes  Ta  
By  Amie  Parnes  
The Hill,  December 7,  2012  
President Obama  visit  o  underline  his  call  for  t  es  t  heed  a  middle-class  family  in  Virginia  on  Thursday  t  ax  rat  o  be  raised  on  t  

wealthy  but no  the  middle  class.  
Obama  reit  ed  t  t  he  would  not  ion  t  would  preven  he  wealt  individuals  from  payingerat  ha  hat  sign  any  legislat  hat  t  hiest  

higher  t  es.ax  rat  
But Obama did once again signal that there’s room to compromise on the looming crisis.  
“Everyone is going to have to share in some sacrifice,” Obama said, speaking at a private home in Northern Virginia.  “But it  

starts  wit  he  best  ion  th  folks  who  are  in  t  posit  o  sacrifice.  
“Just to  be  clear,”  the  president  reaffirmed  while  sitting  at the  family’s  kitchen  table  as  television  cameras  rolled,  “I’m  not  

going to sign any package that somehow prevents the top rate from going up, the top 2 percent from going up.”  
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Obama  said  going  over  the  fiscal  cliff  would  be  “bad  for  our  economy  and  it  puts  us  back  in  a  downward  spiral,”  while  
arguing that “this is a solvable problem.”  

Obama  urged  Congress  to  act  now,  three  weeks  before  the  deadline,  because  “the  closer  it gets  to  the  brink,  the  more  
stressed we’re going to be,” he said.  

The  president spoke  Wednesday  on  t  h  Speaker  John  Boehner  (R-Ohio)  on  t  er.  The  Whithe  phone  wit  he  ma  t  e  House  and  
Boehner  have  exchanged  proposals  as  t  o  avoid  scheduled  t  s  next  hat  s  sayhey  work  t  ax  hikes  and  spending  cut  year  t  economist  
could  trigger  a  recession.  

Obama  wants  rates  on  annual  income  above  $250,000  t  ax  rato  be  raised,  while  Republicans  have  said  no  t  es  should  rise.  
T  on  hursday shouldn’t be  burdened  unnecessarily  because  Democrats  andhe president said that the family he met with  T  

Republicans aren’t coming together to resolve those problems.  
Wit  ion,  t  es are se  t  households on  Jan.  1 .h  no  act  ax  rat  o  rise  for  most  

Peeking Over The ‘fiscal Cliff’: What’s Down There?  
By  Anit  chy  Newspapersa  Kumar  And  Kevin  G.  Hall,  Mcclat  
McClatchy,  December 7,  2012  
Now  just weeks  away,  a  crisis  looms  t  migh  ouch  every  paycheck  in  t  services  from  that  t  he  land,  and  government  he  

border  t  ional  parks.o  nat  
President Barack  Obama  and  a  divided  Congress  are  t  o  avert  he-year  spending  cut  axrying  t  a  series  of  end-of-t  s  and  t  

increases that’s been dubbed the fiscal cliff. They still disagree on how to do that.  
Failure  would  mean  that $500  billion  in  t  ake  effect  year,  coupled  witax  increases  t  early  next  h  $109  billion  in  spending  

reduct  he  first  allmen  t  rillion  in  cut  wo  years.  The  nonpart  Office  has  saidions,  t  inst  oward $1.2 t  s over t  isan  Congressional Budget  
that might  he unemployment e t  or higher and push  us back intraise  t  rat o  9  percent  o  a  recession.  

What is  t  o  t  does  it  he  government  ?he fiscal  cliff? How did  we ge  t he edge? And  what  mean  for Americans if t  goes over it  
Here  are  some  answers.  
THE  BEGINNING  
The  failure  ofCongress  to  reach  a  bipartisan deal last year to reduce projected budget deficits led to today’s predicament.  
Congress  agreed  that if  a  12-member  commi  t  o  reduce  project  s  by  $1 .2  t  he  nextee  failed  t  ed  deficit  rillion  over  t  decade,  

spending  would  be  cut aut  ically.  The  commi  t  he  first  omat  ions  is  se  t  artomat  ee did fail,  and t  round  of aut  ic reduct  o st in  January.  
Federal  Reserve  Chairman  Ben  Bernanke  coined  the  term  “fiscal  cliff”  in  February  testimony  to  Congress,  where  he  

warned that under current law “there’s going to be a massive fiscal cliff of large spending cuts and tax increases.”  
SPENDING  
Absent a deal,  the 2011  law will  cut nearly 10 percent of the nation’s defense and domestic spending.  T  ashe cuts,  known  

sequest ion,  might  o  fewer  FBI  and  Border  Pat  s,  air  t  rollers  and  park  rangers.  Housing  for  low-incomerat  lead  t  rol  agent  raffic  cont  
families  would  be  cut  and  repairs  for  t  ary  would  be  delayed.,  and  medical  research  would  suffer.  New  equipment  he  milit  

The  Indian  Health  Service  faces  a  cut of  $356  million,  leading  t  ive  American  populat  hato  less  care  for  a  Nat  ion  t  already  
has a  he National Science  Foundationlife  span  that’s 5 years  shorter than  any other racial group’s in  the United States.  T  would  
be  forced  to  reduce  research  and  education  grant  ance  provided  by  t  udent Aids by 1,600.  Financial  assist  he  Office  of Federal St  
would  fall  by $140 million.  

The  list goes  on  and  on:  The  agricult  er-relief  fund,  which  was  in  t  he  brut  ,ural  disast  he  news  during  t  al  summer  drought  
st  o lose $104 million  in  funding.  The Cent  rol  and Prevent  by $464 million; t  ionalands  t  ers  for  Disease  Cont  ion  would  be  cut  he  Nat  
Ins  itutes  of  Healt  he  Transport ion  Securit  rat  securith,  $2.5  billion;  t  at  y  Administ ion,  $429  million  for  airport  y  measures.  The  fund  
that doles out  o t  . 11  victmoney t he families ofSept  ims would  shrink by $24 million.  

Judge Julia S.  Gibbons,  of the 6th U.S.  Circuit  ofAppeals  in  Tennessee,  t  ha  t  s would have tCourt  old  Congress  t  he  court  o  
downsize,  implement furloughs,  delay  civil  t  securit  o  cope  wit he  cutrials and lay off court  y officers t  h t  s.  

Most defense  programs  would  be  cut  ,  while  domest  reductby  9.4  percent  ic  programs  would  see  an  8.2  percent  ion.  
Administration  officials  couldn’t  say  how  many  federal  employees  would  lose  their  jobs,  but  they  said  the  cuts  would  have  a  
“significant impact on the federal workforce.”  

Medicare  benefits wouldn’t be  touched.  Nor would  veterans’  benefits and  food  stamps,  under the  law.  Medicare  providers  
would  take  a  2  percent hit.  

INCOME  TAXES  
If  t  emporary  George  W.  Bush-era  t  s  are  allowed  t  he  income  t  o  t  s  fromhe  t  ax  cut  o  expire,  t  ax  code  would  rever  t ax  bracket  

2000.  
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The  curren  t  e  of  35  percent  o  one  of  t  es,  eit  or  39.6  percent  axop  rat  would  rise  t  wo  rat  her  36  percent  .  The  25  percen  t  
bracket would  rise  t  ,  while  t  bracket  o  33  percento  28  percent  he  31  percent  would  rise  t  .  

On  the low end,  the current  om  t  of 10 percent  ing t  bracketbo t  ax bracket  would disappear,  revert  o a 15 percent  .  
A  married  couple  without children  who  have  t  heir  income  taxable  income  of  $57,462  would  see  t  axes  go  up  by  $2,262,  

according  t  ax  calculat  ed  by  t  er,  a  nonpart  er.  A  couple  wit  axableo a t  or creat  he  Tax Policy Cent  isan  research  cent  h $106,059 in  t  
income would pay $4,218 more t  ra $20,841 .o Uncle Sam,  and  couples  earning  $415,687 would  pay an  ext  

High-income  taxpayers  would  see  their  personal  exempt  ,  and  t  emized  deduct  ed  tions  phased  out  heir  it  ions  subject  o  more  
limits.  For  married  couples  filing  jointly,  t  andard  deduct  heir  1040  t  ive  the  st  ion  on  t  ax  forms  would  shrink  in  size  relat  o  single  
filers.  

Investors’ dividends would be taxed at the rate of ordinary income taxes, instead of the current 15 percent.  
Capit  o  20  percental gains would increase from  15 percen  t  .  
“The dividend tax increase alone is almost cataclysmic,” Kevin Hassett,  an  research  centeconomist with the free-market  er  

t  erprise  Ins  it e,  warned  Congress  on  Thursday,  saying  it might spark  a  recession.he  American  Ent  ut  
The  child  tax  credit would  be  cut  o  $500  per  child  under  t  -care  creditin  half,  t  he  age  of 17.  The  child- and dependent  , as  

well  as  the  earned-income  credit for  poorer  taxpayers,  also  would  shrink.  
DEBT  CEILING  
Somet  er  t  h,  t  is  expect  o  bump  up  agains  t  rillion  limit  andingime  lat  his  mont he  federal government  ed  t  he  $16.3  t  on  ou st  

federal  debt  he  debt  comes  from  spending  already  approved  by  Congress.,  called  t  ceiling.  The  debt  
For  t  t  hs,  t  ment  o  keep  paying  it  ors  who  boughthe  nex  wo  mont  he  Treasury  Depart  can  move  money  around  t  s  credit  

Treasury bonds.  Republicans  insist they’ll pass a new debt ceiling,  allowing  the government to borrow to pay what it now owes,  
only if st  s are agreed  on.eep  spending  cut  

Absent a deal, there’d be  debt default.  
In August 2011 , similar negotiations went to the wire and resulted in  Standard & Poor’s downgrading the credit rating of the  

U.S.  government.  If its  competitors  Moody’s  Investors  Service  and  Fitch  Ratings  do  the  same  early  next  year,  it  might disrupt  
financial  markets.  Many  pension  funds,  endowments  and  ot  ut  ors  would,  under  t  ers,  have  ther  big  ins  it ional  invest  heir  chart  o  
divest ofU.S. government bonds that aren’t AAA rated.  

PAYROLL  TAX  
The  payroll-tax holiday,  first passed in  2010,  reduced to 4.2 percent from 6.2 percent the percentage ofworker’s pay,  up to  

$110,100,  that’s subject to the tax that helps finance Social Security and Medicare.  In  2012 that translated into a $700 tax cut for  
a person  who makes $35,000 a year and  a $2,202 t  for workers who earn  $110,100 ormore.  Ending t  for 160 millionax  cut  he  cut  
American  wage earners would t  e int  ional t  coffers in 2013.ranslat  o  $95  billion  in  addit  ax  revenue  for  government  

HEALTH  CARE  TAX  
Under  the  Affordable  Care  Act –  which  some  call  Obamacare  –  a  surt  will  be  t  o  investax  of  3.8  percent  acked  on  t  ment  

income  for  individual  filers  whose  modified  adjust  –  filers  st ing  Jan.  1 .ed  gross  incomes  exceed  $200,000  $250,000  for  joint  –  art  
ALTERNATIVE  MINIMUM  TAX  
The  alternative  minimum  t  ax  enact  he  1960s  t  op  t  hy  from  skirt  axes  tax  is  a  parallel  t  ed  in  t  o  st  he  wealt  ing  t  hrough  

deductions.  It was never indexed  to inflation,  so income that was considered huge back then  isn’t so huge today.  Congress has  
“patched” the AMT repeatedly but it didn’t do that for 2012 income.  If no bill is passed to patch it by Dec.  31 ,  it might hit 31  million  
people  when  t  ax-filing  deadline  arrives  and  the April 15 t  axes on 2012 income are due.  

The  estimated  cost  ch  is  $85  billion.  Taxpayers  most  risk  are  couples  filing  joint  h  tof  a  one-year  pat  at  ly  wit wo  or  more  
children,  and  whose  income  falls  bet  hose  witween  $75,000  and  $500,000,  especially  t  h  income  above  $200,000.  

‘DOC FIX’  
Doct  s  in  Medicare  payment  .ors  face  cut  s  as  high  as  27.4  percent  
For  more  than  a  decade,  the  Medicare  system’s  funding  formula  has  failed  to  match  its  spending,  regularly  leaving  

Congress  to  choose  between  providing  addit  ing  reimbursemen  t  ed  for  a  pational  money  or  cu  t  o  physicians.  Congress  has  opt  ch  
dubbed  the  “doc fix,”  providing  additional  money to  ensure  that doctors  aren’t  cut off and  Medicare  recipients  don’t suffer.  Last  
year’s one-year pat  $19 billion.ch  cost  

Erika  Bolstad,  Michael  Doyle  and  Rob  Hotakainen  cont  ed  t his  reportribut  o t  .  

‘Fiscal Cliff’ Would Cost Hundreds O  f Federal JobsfThousands O  
By  Franco  Ordonez  
McClatchy,  December 7,  2012  
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Along  with  lawmakers  and  policy  wonks,  the  unions  t  representhat  federal  employees  foresee  worse  consequences  from  
the “fiscal cliff” than merely hundreds of thousands ofworkers losing their jobs.  

The  magnitude  of losses  to  the  labor  force  if Congress  and  the  White  House  can’t  reach  a  deal  to  avert  $1 .2  trillion  in  
automatic spending  cuts would  undermine  the  nation’s  economy by crippling  airports,  federal  courts and food processing plants  
and  would  jeopardize  safety  at federal  prisons,  lawmakers  and  policy  experts  say.  

“I’m  astounded  that people haven’t estimated this and thought through the consequences more clearly,”  said Scott Lilly,  a  
senior  fellow  a  t  er  for  American  Progress,  a  liberal  research  cent  aff  direct  hehe  Cent  er,  who  formerly  served  as  clerk  and  st  or  of  t  
House ofRepresent ives Appropriat  ee.at  ions  Commi  t  

Hi  ting  the  so-called  fiscal  cliff  would  send  t  o  recession  and  cause  unemploymen  o  surge  the  economy  back  int  t  o  9.1  
percent by  t  year,  according  t  Nov.  8  from  t  Office,  t  budget armhe  end  of  next  o  a  report  he  Congressional  Budget  he  independent  
of  Congress.  The  CBO  est  es  t  he  economy  would  shrink  by  0.5  percent  year  if  all  t  ax  increases  and  spendingimat  ha  t  next  he  t  
cut  ed.s  are  enact  

The  budget cut  rat  across  t  ry.  An  est  ed  85  percent  he  federals,  known  formally  as  sequest ion,  would  be  felt  he  count  imat  of  t  
workforce  lives  and  works  outside  the  Washingt  way,  according  t  he  chairman  of  ton  belt  o  William  Dougan,  t  he  Federal  Workers  
Alliance,  a collect  of 22 unions t  represent more than  300,000 federal employees.ive  effort  hat  

“If sequestration kicks in, that will be the biggest threat to the federal workforce,” Dougan said.  
An  estimated  277,000  federal  workers  and  470,000  federal  cont  ors  might  heir  jobs  in  t  12  montract  lose  t  he  next  hs,  

according  to  a  study  by  George  Mason  Universit  of  cut  ipulat  he  Budget  rol  Acty,  as part  s st  ed in  t  Cont  of 2011 ,  which  was signed  
t  he  federal  borrowing  limito  raise  t  .  

The  District of  Columbia  and  nine  st es  –  including  California,  Texas,  Florida  and  Pennsylvania  –  are  partat  icularly  
vulnerable  t  s,  as  t  for  more  t  he  expect  he  report found.  The  othero  federal  spending  cut  hey  account  han  half  t  ed  job  losses,  t  
st es  are  Virginia,  Maryland,  New  York,  Massachuse  tat  s  and  Georgia.  

Facing  huge  federal  deficit  o  come,  however,  policymakers  need  t  rimming  some  of  $200s  for  years  t  o  look  more  closely  a  t  
billion  annually  spent in  federal  pay,  according  t  he  direct  ax  policy  st  t  o  Ins  it e,  ao  Chris  Edwards,  t  or  of  t  udies  a  he  Cat  ut  
libertarian  policy  group.  He  said  excessive  growth  of  t  h  overly  generous  benefit  ithe  federal  workforce,  combined  wit  s,  kept s  
employees on “an elite island of secure and high-paid workers.” It’s time for some restraint,  he said.  

“We got a trillion-dollar  deficit,” Edwards said.  “We have to cut every area of the budget.  So we ought to cut federal pay.  Or  
we ought to at least freeze federal pay.”  

The  Department  of Labor  and  other  agencies  have  referred  questions  about  department  impacts  to  the  White  House’s  
Office  of Management and  Budget.  Calls  to  the  OMB  weren’t returned,  but an  agency report says  there’s  “no  question  that the  
sequestration would be deeply destructive to national security, domestic investments and  core government functions.”  

For  months,  some  lawmakers have discounted the possibility that Congress wouldn’t reach  a deal.  But concern  is growing  
as  President Barack  Obama  and  Republican  congressional  leaders  cont  o  jockey  for  t  h  four  weeks  leftinue  t  he  upper  hand  wit  
unt  ax  hikes  and  spending  cut  o  t  .il  massive  t  s  are  t ake  effect  

A  worst-case  scenario  includes  as  many  as  100  airports  shu  t  raffic  conting  down  because  of  a  lack  of  air  t  rollers,  meat  
processing  plant  food  inspect  guards,  Lilly  said.s closing because of lost  ors and  unsafe prisons because of lost  

The  Federal  Bureau  of  Prisons  might be  forced  t  e  t  ional  officer  posit  leasto eliminat housands  of correct  ions,  at  10 percent  
of  its  correctional  officer  workforce,  according  t  by  Rep.  Norm  Dicks  of  Washingt  at  he  ranking  Democrato  a  report  on  st e,  t  ic  
member  on  t  ions  Commi  the  House  Appropriat  ee.  

The  Federal  Aviat  rat  have  t  more  t  s  air  t  rol  syst  andion  Administ ion  might  o  cut  han  $800  million  from  it  raffic-cont  em  budget  
lay offmore t  raffic cont  echnicians and  support aff,  t  found.han  2,200  employees,  including  air  t  rollers,  t  st  he  congressional  report  

More  than  3,000  FBI,  Drug  Enforcement Administ ion  and  Bureau  of  Alcohol,  Tobacco,  Firearms  and  Explosives  agentrat  s  
and U.S.  marshals and  nearly 1 ,000 lawyers might lose t  o make up for $2.5 billion  in  cut o t  ment  ice,heir  jobs  t  s  t he  Depart  of  Just  
t  said.  As  many  as  5,400  people  who  work  for  t  s  might be  let go.he  report  he  federal  court  

Federal  workers  already  are  under  a  t  o  t  hey  already  havewo-year  wage  freeze.  According  t he  Federal  Workers  Alliance,  t  
contributed $103 billion  in budget  hrough pay freezes,  delayed  raises and increased benefit  ributsavings  t  cont  ions.  

Some  lawmakers  have  proposed  extending  the  pay  freezes  as  part  s  t  he  size  of  tof  effort o  reduce  t  he  federal  government  
aft  h  during  t  he  early  part  he  first  erm.er several years of explosive growt  he George W.  Bush presidency and t  of t  Obama t  

The  expectation  is  t  federal  workers  will  cont  o  share  in  t  enthat  inue  t  he  sacrifices.  New  a  t ion  has  been  placed  on  a  
bipartisan  plan  led  by  Erskine  Bowles  and  Alan  Simpson,  former  co-chairmen ofObama’s fiscal commission of 2010.  

The  Whit  edly  open  t he  idea  of  increasing  pension  cont  ions  from  federale  House  and  Republicans  are  report  o  t  ribut  
employees,  and  there’s  sentiment  for  curbing  cost-of-living  adjustments.  Simpson-Bowles  suggest  ask  force  ted  a t  o review  
milit  h and  ret  programs,  wit  ing $70 billion  over 10 years.ary,  federal healt  irement  h a goal  of cu  t  
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Dougan  said  federal  workers  already had  contributed  more  herthan  their fair share.  It’s  time  for time  for leaders  to  find  ot  
ways to reduce the deficits,  he said, instead of always looking to those who’ve dedicated their lives to public service.  

Agency  heads  are  reluct  t ell  t  o  plan  for  pink  slips,  but  o  dustan  o  t  heir  workers  t  union  bosses  are  encouraging  members  t  
off t  away some cash  and hold  off on  any big purchases unt  least er negot ions conclude.heir resumes,  put  il  at  aft  iat  

“We’re  encouraging people to save as much  money as you  can,” Dougan  said.  “Don’t go  crazy,  and  maybe  think whether  
you  need  t  hat  now ormaybe you can wait until after this passes and see if you still have a job.”o  buy  t  car  right  

Let’s All Jump OffThe Fiscal Cliff  
By  Bradley  Belt  
Bloomberg  News,  December 7,  2012  
With  less  than  four  weeks  left  o  avoid  t  ive  shor  -t  of  t,  reaching  an  agreemen  t  he  negat  erm  economic  impact  he  so-called  

fiscal cliffmight be beyond t  y of t  rained U.S.  polit  em.he  abilit  he  st  ical  syst  
Just kicking  t  he  road,  avert  he  more  t  omat  s  and  the  can  down  t  ing  t  han  $600  billion  in  aut  ic  spending  cut  ax  increases  

scheduled  t ake  effect  o  give  ground  on  a  core  belief:  eit  s  t  ensiono  t  in  January,  requires  one  side  t  her  for  Democrat o  allow  an  ext  
of  lower  tax  rates  on  t  o  accept  urn  t  es  for  t  axpayers.  It  ime  top  earners  or  for  Republicans  t  a  ret  o  higher  rat  hose  t  is  t  o  consider  a  
backup  plan.  

Both  parties  agree  t  any  deal  will  include  increased  revenue.  They  disagree  over  t  hathat  he form  of t  revenue.  
Republicans  look  t  deduct  hat  people  wit  ending  t  35  percento  limit  ions  t  mainly  benefit  h  high  incomes,  while  ext  he  current  

top  income-tax  rat  $800  billion  over  10  years  if  t  ion  cap  is  broadly  applied,  but considerablye.  This  could  raise  about  he  deduct  
less  if  tax  breaks  such  as  for  charitable  giving  are  left  ouched  or  if  t  o  avoid  a  huge  penaltunt  he  cap  is  phased  in  gradually  t  y  for  
couples  crossing  t  hreshold.he  $250,000  income  t  

President Barack Obama’s  plan  raises  twice  that  much  through  higher tax rates  and  limit  ions  for  householdss  on  deduct  
with the t  of incomes.  He would  ext  ax ratop  2  percent  end  curren  t  es  for  lower-income  groups.  

Democrats  and  Republicans  know  tha  t  ion  is  unsust  hat  he  the U.S.  fiscal posit  ainable and t  reforms are needed  of t  ax code  
and  en  itlements,  ye  t  he  there  is  no  consensus  on  which  programs  should  be  on  t  able.  Two  Tracks  

Our  view  is  that fiscal  policy  must  e  on  t  ime  t  erm  support  he  stoperat  wo  t  racks:  providing  near-t  for  t  ill-fragile  recovery,  while  
driving  t  ical  syst  o  address  t  erm  imbalance.  We  propose  t  all  t  s  expire  and  t  hehe  polit  em  t  he  long-t  o  let  ax  cut  emporarily  offse  t  
negat  .ive  economic  impact  

The  changes  involved  are  unsatisfactory  t  ax  rat  her  to  all.  Increased  revenue  comes  mainly  from  higher  t  es  rat  han  from  a  
broader  t  he  higher  rat  all  income  levels;  t  ernat  ax  hit  was  never  int  oax  base;  t  es  affect  he  alt  ive-minimum  t  s  millions  it  ended  t  
reach;  and  spending  cuts  are  focused  on  discretionary  programs  rat  han  t  lement hat  he  long-ther  t  he  en  it  s  t  drive  t  erm  fiscal  
imbalance.  

To  avoid  a  recession,  we  propose  temporary  tax  and  spending  measures  t  near-t  hout makingo  boost  erm  demand  wit  
choices  bet  he  agendas  of  t  wo  part  his  last  as  essent  ing  pas  t  h  t  damageween  t  he  t  ies.  We  see  t  point  ial.  Ge  t  he  cliff  wit he  least  
to  the  economy  requires  not  fundament  erm  issues  in  a  lame-duck  se  t  hatmaking  choices  about  al  long- t  ing.  This  means  t  our  
proposal  doesn’t  separate  upper-income  tax  brackets  from  ot  ax  rat  by  President  neither  t  es  as  sought  Obama,  but  her  does  it  
extend  all  rate  cut  by  Republicans.  Inst  ax  rats  as  sought  ead,  all  t  es  go  up.  

Our  proposals  are  explicitly  temporary.  We  propose  a  one- year,  $200  billion  t  o  supportax  refund  t  household  spending,  
with rebate checks of about  ional $600  a child  sent  in  t  half of 2013.  As  wit$1 ,200 for a  couple  and  an  addit  out  he  first  h a similar  
measure  enacted  with  bipart  in  2008,  t  ax  rebat  for  higher-income  households,  focusing  tisan  support  he  t  es  would  phase  out  he  
cash  on  low- and  middle-income  households.  

We  would  add  $50  billion  for  spending  t  ific  research.o  rebuild  roads,  repair  and  modernize  public  schools,  and  fund  scient  
We  see  a  need  for  a  sust  ruct  he  face  of  t  erm  fiscal  adjust  .  Thisained  increase  in  infrast  ure  spending,  even  in  t  he  long-t  ment  
amount is meant  art  ion  t only so many high-qualit  s can  be init ed in  2013.  Keep Patas  a  st ,  and  in  recognit  hat  y  project  iat  ches  

An  addit  o  fiscal  relief  for  st es.  This  would  offset  he  economic  drag  from  t  s  butional  $50  billion  would  go  t  at  some  of  t  heir  cut  
not erase all budget gaps or remove state governments’ incent  o  reach  sustives  t  ainable  levels  of  spending  and  revenue.  

Finally,  we  propose  t  end  t  ive  pat  hat  s  t  ernat  ax  from  hi  t  ens  of  millions  ofo  ext  he  legislat  ch  t  prevent he  alt  ive-minimum  t  ing  t  
households and  the  Medicare  “doc fix”  that averts  sharp  cuts  in  payments  to  doct  izens.  We  also  advocators  serving  senior  cit  e  
t  he  sequest  in  place  in  August  hat  omat  s.urning  off t  er put  2011  t means some $100 billion  in aut  ic spending cut  

The  AMT  patch  and  the  doc  fix  bot  ended  under  any  futh  will  be  ext  ure  fiscal  package  and  aren’t  entangled  in  political  
conflicts.  The  spending  sequester  likewise  is  opposed  by  all  sides.  We  t  can  be  t  hou  t  ion  on  think  it  urned  off  wit  aking  a  posit  he  
disagreement over  t  es.ax  rat  
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All  of  t  oget  he  cont  ion  from  t  o  offse  t  ofhese  proposals  t  her  reduce  t  ract  he  cliff  by  $300  billion  and  add  $300  billion  t  he  rest  
the  fiscal  tight  he  economy  wit  erm  st  o  suppor  t  o  provide  tening  and  provide  t  h  a  near-t  imulus.  We  look  t  he  recovery  and  t  ime  for  
a  grand  bargain  t  iat  axes  and  spending  t  erm  fiscal  sust  y.o  be  negot ed  on  t  o  ensure  long-t  ainabilit  

At  the  same  time,  this  isn’t  a  “least  common  denominator”  approach;  the  fiscal  cliff isn’t  avoided,  as  tax  rates  rise  and  
expendit  hat  ical  persuasions.ures decrease in  ways t  are painful for people of all polit  

This is an outcome preferred by none.  Ye  it is be t han  a st  e t  hreater  t  alemat ha  t  ens  recession.  
(Bradley  Belt is  senior  managing  direct  he  Milken  Ins  it e  and  former  direct  he  Pension  Benefit  y  Corp.or a  t  ut  or of t  Guarant  

under  President George  W.  Bush;  Jared  Bernst  he  ins  it e  and  former  economic  adviser  tein  is  economic  policy  fellow  a  t  ut  o  Vice  
President Joe  Biden;  William  Gale  is  t  t  uthe  Arjay  and  Frances  Miller  Chair  a  he  Brookings  Ins  it ion;  Phillip  Swagel  is  a  senior  
fellow  a  the  Milken  Ins  itut  he  Universit  ant  ary  of  te  and  professor  a  t  y  of  Maryland,  and  was  an  assist  secret  he  Treasury  under  
President George  W.  Bush.  Read  more  abou  t  heir  own.)heir  plan  here.  The  opinions  expressed  are  t  

To  cont  he  edit  his  art  y  Robert  Krobert  .ac  t  or  responsible  for  t  icle:  Kat  s  at  s29@bloomberg.net  

Democra  mts Hint At Entitlement Progra Cuts In  U.S.  Budget  
By  Heidi  Przybyla  
Bloomberg  News,  December 7,  2012  
Two  Senate  Democratic  leaders  signaled  t  o  accept  s  t  lement  o  secure  a  deficithey  may  have  t  cut o  U.S.  en  it  programs  t  -

reduct  er  some  Republicans  expressed  willingness  t  ax  rat  op  earners.ion  deal,  aft  o discuss higher t  es for t  
Dick  Durbin  of  Illinois,  t  e  Democrat  o  alt  ives  including  expanded  means-he  second-ranking  Senat  ,  said  he  is  open  t  ernat  

t ing  —  charging  higher-income  seniors  more  —  s  t  lementest  for  Medicare.  Republicans  are  seeking  limit o  spending  on  en  it  
programs.  Durbin  and  New  York  Senat  he  chamber’s  third-ranking  Democrat,  didn’t  rule  them  out  whileor  Chuck  Schumer,  t  
speaking  wit  ers  t  on.h  report  oday  in  Washingt  

More  than  $600  billion  in  tax  increases  and  federal  spending  cut  ar  t  in  January  unless  Congress  acts  will  st  aking  effect  s.  
President Barack  Obama  has  made  clear  t  no  agreement  he  so-called  fiscal  cliff  wit  raising  income  that  is  possible  on  t  hout  ax  
rat  he  t  of  earners.es  for  t  op  2  percent  

Republicans  need  a  concession  on  en  itlement programs,  Durbin  said,  in  exchange  for  any  agreement  ax  raton  higher  t  es.  
“T  put  up  on  the  wall  and  say,  ‘OK,  we  gave  on  taxes,  they gave  on’”  entitlements,  Durbin  said.  “Ihey want  something  to  

hope we don’t go that route and we may end up facing it as the only way out of this.”  
“Means-testing to me is the easiest approach,” Durbin  said.  
A  few  dozen  Republicans  have  signed  a  bipartisan  letter  seeking  to  consider  “all  options”  on  taxes  and  entitlement  

programs, signaling they are ready to bargain on Obama’s call for a tax rate increase.  
Republican  House  Speaker  John  Boehner,  in  a  $2.2  t  plan  he  offered  t  ionrillion  debt  his  week,  proposed  using  a  new  inflat  

yardst  hat  -of-living  increases  in  Social  Securit  he  Medicare  eligibilit  herick  t  would  reduce  cost  y,  as  well  as  raising  t  y  age.  Ot  
Republicans  have  also  advocat  ested  means-t ing.  

Boehner has insisted that Republicans won’t agree to higher tax rates for anyone.  
Raising  t  y  age  and  t  Social  Securit  ick  were  on  t  able  during  unsuccessful  budgethe  Medicare  eligibilit  he  different  y  yardst  he  t  

t  ween  Obama and Boehner in  2011 .alks  bet  
A  Republican  leader  of  t  ion  t  ions,  Represent ive  Mike  Simpson  of  Idaho,  said  he  couldhe  pe  it  o  consider  all  revenue  opt  at  

accept higher  t  es  for  married  couples  earning  more  tax  rat  han  $500,000  a  year,  in  exchange  for  an  overhaul  of  spending  in  
en  it  programs.lement  

About 80 members ofCongress have signed t  er,  half of t  ic,  according the  le  t  hem  Republican  and  half  Democrat  o  Simpson  
spokeswoman  Nikki  Wa  ts.  

Separately,  some  omHouse Republicans have endorsed Oklahoma  Republican  T  Cole’s call to extend the 2001  and  2003  
t  s  for  middle-class  earners  while  allowing  t  s  for  t  o  expire,  as  Obama  has  asked  Congress  t  heax cut  he  cut  op  earners  t  o do  by t  
end  of the  year.  

Representative KayGranger ofTexas called it “just the right thing to do.”  
Simpson  said  new  en  it  limits  could  include  changing  the  way  seniors’  Social  Security  cost-of-living  increases  arelement  

calculat  he  Medicare  eligibilited  and  raising  t  y  age.  
Schumer, when asked about those alternatives, said,  “Let them give it to us officially as an idea,” without ruling  t  .hem  out  
Amid the signs of flexibility in both parties, Obama and Boehner haven’t disclosed any progress in private talks.  
Lawmakers  of  bot  ies  must  heir  ideological  corners,  and  t  is  best  eh  part  move  from  t  hat  done  behind  closed  doors,  Senat  

Budget Commi t  Conrad ofNort  a,  a Democrat  erday.ee  Chairman  Kent  h  Dakot  ,  said  yest  
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In  t  e  t  y  Leader  Harry  Reid,  a  Nevada  Democrat  y  Leader  Mit  uckyhe  Senat oday,  Majorit  ,  and  Minorit  ch  McConnell,  a  Kent  
Republican,  sparred  over the  president’s  proposal  to  give  himself authority  t  he  federal  debt  hout approval  byo  raise  t  ceiling  wit  
Congress.  

McConnell  sought a  vot  he  proposal,  t  reat  hreat  er  aft  se  on  t  hough  he  quickly  ret  ed  by  t  ening  a  filibust  er  Democrat  
det  hey  had  t  es  necessary  t  he  bill.ermined  t  he  51  vot  o  pass  t  

Regarding entitlement programs, Durbin said it would be “difficult” to change the calculation ofSocial Security cost- of-living  
increases,  and  raising  t  y  age  could  hurt  ire  early  wit  h  problems.he  Medicare  eligibilit  poor  seniors  who  ret  h  healt  

Higher-income  senior  cit  s.izens  already  pay  more  for  Medicare  benefit  
“The question  is what other means-tests should apply,” Durbin  said.  “I think that is reasonable and  certainly consistent with  

t  ic  message  t  hose  who  are  be  t  ry  should  be  willing to pay a little more,” said Durbin.he Democrat  ha  t  er off in our count  
Republicans have “got to come through with specifics on that,” he said.  
Durbin  was  also  responsive  to  Republican  Simpson’s  suggestion  to  raise  the  annual  income  threshold  Obama  is  

advocat  ax  increase.  The  let tax rates  increase  for individuals’  income  above  $200,000  a year anding  for a  t  president wants  to  
married couples’ income above $250,000.  

“If you’ve  been  around  here  long  enough,  you  know there’s  going  to  be  some  give  on  both  sides,”  Durbin  said.  “Some  of  
the  other elements, $250,000, $375,000, $500,000, you know” he said.  

“As the president said, and I’ll just leave it in his words,  ‘I’m open to good ideas,” Durbin said.  
—Editor:  Laurie  Asseo,  Jodi  Schneider  
To  contac  the  report  his  st  on  at hprzybyla@bloomberg.neter  on  t  ory:  Heidi  Przybyla  in  Washingt  
To  cont  he  edit  his  st  jschneider50@bloomberg.netac  t  or  responsible  for  t  ory:  Jodi  Schneider  at  

Some See Hope As Ta  l Cliff'lks Resume Over 'Fisca  
By  Janet Hook  
Wall St  Journal, December 7,  2012reet  
Full-t  st  he  Wall  St  Journal  are  available  t  he  link.ext ories  from  t  reet  o  Journal  subscribers  by  clicking  t  

It’s Nothing But APowerPlay  
By  Charles  Kraut

on  Post  
hammer  

Washingt  , December 7,  2012  
Let’s  understand  President Obama’s  strategy in  the  “fiscal  cliff”  negotiations.  It has  nothing  to  do  with  economics  or  real  

fiscal  reform.  T  he election  returned him  to office.  This is entirely about politics.  It’s Phase 2 of the 2012 campaign.  T  he fiscal  cliff  
negotiations  are  designed  t  he  Republican  opposit  him  polit  hing  he  to  break  t  ion  and  grant  ical  supremacy,  somet  hinks  he  earned  
wit  vict  ion  Day.h  his  landslide  2.8-point  ory  margin  on  Elect  

This  is  why  he  sent Treasury  Secret  hner  t he  Republicans  t  a  negot ing  offer  but a  demand  forary  Tim  Geit  o  t  o  convey  not  iat  
uncondit  hnerional  surrender.  House  Speaker  John  Boehner  had  made  a  peace  offering  of  $800  billion  in  new  revenue.  Geit  
pocketed  Boehner’s  $800 billion,  doubled  it to  $1 .6  trillion,  offered  risible  cut hat  ually  be  exceeded  by  news  t  in  2013  would  act  
st  hen  demanded  t  Congress  t  o  t  all  power  over  t  ceiling.imulus  spending  and  t  hat  urn  over  t he  president  he  debt  

Boehner  was  loud.  In  nobler  days,  they’d  have  offered  Geithner  a  piststunned.  Mitch  McConnell  laughed  out  ol  and  an  
early-morning  appointment at  er  wit  suggestWeehawken.  Alas,  Boehner  gave  again,  coming  back  a  week  lat  h  spending-cut  ions  
— as  demanded  by  Geit  —  o have t  h a wave of thner  only  t  hem  dismissed  wit  he  hand.  

What’s  going  on  here?  Having  taken  Boehner’s  sword,  and  then  his  shirt,  Obama  sent  Geithner  to  demand  Boehner’s  
t  his  is  whatrousers.  Perhaps  t  Obama  means  by  a  balanced  approach.  

He  pretends  that  Boehner’s  offer  to  raise  revenue  by  eliminating  deductions  rather  than  by  raising  rates  is  fiscally  
impossible.  

But on July 22, 2011 , Obama had said that “$1 .2 trillion in additional revenues . . . could be accomplished without hiking tax  
rat  could  simply  be  accomplished  by  eliminat  ing  some  deduct  ax  reformes,  but  ing  loopholes,  eliminat  ions  and  engaging  in  a  t  
process.” Which is exactly what the Republicans are offering today.  

You’ve heard of situational ethics.  This is situational mathematics.  
As for the alleged curative effect on debt ofObama’s tax-rat  the full rate hike on the “rich” would  have  reducede  demand  —  

the 2012 deficit from  $1 .10 t  o $1 .02 trillion  t  rillion.  
T  error.hat’s a joke, a rounding  
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Such  nonsense  abounds  because  Obama’s  objective  in  these  negotiations  is  not  economic but political:  not to  solve  the  
debt crisis  bu  t  ure  t  y  in  t  Boehner  t  he  t  h  Democrat  eso  fract  he  Republican  majorit  he  House.  Get  o  cave,  pass  t  ax  hike  wit  ic  vot  
provided  by  Minorit  he  Republican  civil  war  begin.y  Leader  Nancy  Pelosi  and  le  t  

It doesn’t even  matter whether Boehner gets deposed  as  ered,speaker.  Either way,  the  Republican  House  would  be  neut  
giving Obama a free hand t  e Washingt  he en  it  st e of his liking.o  dominat  on  and  fashion  t  lement at  

This  is  partisan  zero-sum  politics.  Not  erest  reducthing  more.  Obama  has  never  shown  int  in  genuine  debt  ion.  He  does  
not  wo  years,  t  he  nex  t  -reduct  han  four  years,  he  hashing  for  t  hen  spends  t  wo  ignoring  his  own  debt  ion  commission.  In  less  t  
increased  U.S.  public  debt by  a  st  .  As  a  percent  ic  product he  real  marker  of  nataggering  83  percent  age  of  gross  domest  ,  t  ional  
solvency,  it has  spiked  from  45  percen  t  .o  70  percent  

Obama  has  never  once  publicly  suggest  ruct  in  en  it  s.  On  t  rary,  he  creat  irely  newed  a  st  ural  cut  lement  he  cont  ed  an  ent  
en  it  —  t , according  t he  Congressional Budget  rillion  over 11lement  Obamacare  —  hat  o  t  Office,  will  increase  spending  by  $1 .7  t  
years.  

What’s  he  thinking?  Doesn’t  Obama  see  looming  ahead  the  real  economic  cliff  —  hea  European-like  collapse  under  t  
burden  of  unsustainable  debt?  Perhaps,  but  s  t  e  his  avowedly  t  ional  social-democrathe  want o  complet  ransformat  ic  agenda  first  
and  let his  successors  — likely  Republican  — act  ax  collect  he  middle  class  (where  t  akers  ofas  t  ors  on  t  he  real  money  is)  and  t  
subsidies from  t  hs of babes.he  mout  

Or  possibly  Obama  will  get fiscal  religion  and  undert  ax  and  en  it  reform  in  his  second  t  but  erake  t  lement  erm  —  only  aft  
having  dest  he  Republican  opposit  hat  he  reformat  erms.royed  t  ion  so  t  he  can  carry  ou  t  ion  on  his  own  ideological  t  

What should Republicans do? St  uff away.  If Obama remains int  , let  he one t ake us over top  giving  st  ransigent  him  be  t  o  t  he  
cliff.  And  then  le  the  new  House,  which  is  sworn  in  weeks  before  t  ,  immediat  roduce  and  pass  a  full  across-the  president  ely  int  he-
board  restoration  of t  ax cuthe  George  W.  Bush  t  s.  

Obama  will  count  h  t  he-rich  t  —  he  market  e  and  t  o  wobbleer  wit he  usual  all-bu  -t  ax  cut  as  t  s  gyrat  he  economy  begins  t  
under  his  feet.  

Result? We’re back to square one,  but with  a  level playing field.  Tmore  he risk to Obama will be rising  and the debt ceiling  
will  be  looming.  Most import  of  all,  however,  Republicans  will  st  heir  unit heir  self-respect  and  tant  ill  be  in  possession  of  t  y,  t  —  heir  
trousers.  

le  t  hammer.comers@charleskraut  
Read more from T  he death of “tax reform” Dana Milbank: Republicans wave thehe Washington Post: Robert Samuelson: T  

whit  ched  by  Obama  E.J.  Dionne:  Republicans  reboot  :  Business  leaders  back  Obama  one  flag  George  Will:  Bewit  Greg  Sargent  
debt ceiling  Jennifer Rubin:  Fiscal  cliff antics  

The Dea  x Reformth OfTa  
By  Robert J.  Samuelson  

on  PostWashingt  , December 7,  2012  
T  erhe story behind the story is that “tax reform,” as we know it,  is dying. During the 1980s, no major piece of legislation  be t  

symbolized bipartisan  consensus than  t  of 1986,  which  was regarded by bot  ive experthe  Tax  Reform  Act  h  liberal  and  conservat  s  
as  the  bes  tax  law  since  World  War  II.  The  basic  idea  was  simple:  Reduce  t  es  and  recover  lostax  rat  revenue  by  ending  (or  
limiting)  tax  breaks.  The  struggle  between  President Obama  and  House  Speaker John  Boehner over the  “fiscal  cliff”  indicates  
t  his  beneficial  consensus  has  collapsed.ha  t  

Jus  t  e  is  occurring.  President  s  not  ha  t  axes  (a  legit  e  demand)  buthe  opposit  Obama  insist  only  t  he  rich  pay  more  in  t  imat  
also  that their tax rates  go  up (questionable).  T  on  revenueshis  turns  traditional  tax “reform”  its  head.  Boehner says  the  added  
should  come  through  closing  loopholes.  The  two  also  disagree  on  t  of  the  amount  ax  increases:  Boehner  has  offered  $800  billion  
over  a  decade,  about half  of  what  s.  Bu  his  difference  is  amendable  t  iat  he  ratObama  want  t  o  negot ion;  t  es-versus-loopholes  
dispute  is  less  so.  

For Obama,  the obsession  with  raising  top  rates (from  today’s 33 percent and  35  percen  to  36  percent and  39.6  percent)  
seems  an  exercise  in  polit  s  t  he  rich  — and  Republicans.  Otherwise,  why  notical  symbolism.  He  want o  be  seen  as  vanquishing  t  
accept Boehner’s means (loophole closing) to achieve his policy ends (higher taxes on the  rich)?  

The  White  House  claims  that  loophole  closing  can’t  raise  enough  revenues.  This  is  bogus.  T  axhe  nonpartisan  T Policy  
Cent  imat  hat  emized  deduct  $17,000  for  couples  and  $8,500  for  singles  would  produce  $1 .7er  has  est  ed  t  capping  all  it  ions  at  
trillion  in  added  taxes  over  a  decade.  To  be  sure,  t  ical  problems;  some  there  would  be  pract  ax  increases  would  fall  on  
households under Obama’s income  thresholds of $250,000 for couples  and  $200,000 for singles.  But these  could  be  managed  
wit  e  polith  adequat  ical  will.  
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Unfortunately,  it’s  missing.  The  itemized  deductions  most  threatened  would  include  those  for  charitable  contributions,  
interest on  home  mort  at  axes.  Howls  would  come  from  affect  ies,  hospitgages  and  st e  and  local  t  ed  groups:  churches,  universit  als  
(the  charitable  deduct  at  gage  bankers  (t  gage  int  deduct  ation);  builders,  real  est e  brokers  and  mort  he  mort  erest  ion);  and  st e  and  
local  government he  t  ion).  Obama  seems  unwilling  t  ical  capit  hese  groups.s  (t  ax  deduct  o  spend  his  polit  al  opposing  t  

The  lower  rat  ax  base  of  t  goals:  t  h;  t  hees  and  broadened  t  he  1986  law  had  explicit  o  increase  economic  growt o  reduce  t  
use  of  taxes  to  promot  ivit  hers;  t  ax  breaks;  and  t  he  syste  some  act ies  and  discourage  ot  o  minimize  lobbying  for  t  o  make  t  em  
simpler.  Wit ime,  t  hese  goals  has  faded.h t  he appeal of t  

Economists  generally  believe  that axes  influence  behavior  and  t  low  t  es  favor  growt  ax  ratt  hat  ax  rat  h  while  high  t  es  
discourage  it  t  s  are  hard  t  report  he  Congressional.  Bu  he  overall  effect  o  measure  and  may  be  small.  Several  recent  s  from  t  
Research  Service  could  find  no  clear  relationship  between  changes  in  t  es  and  economic  growt  es.  This  is  probably  tax  rat  h  rat  rue,  
because ot  ing t  en  overshadow t  of t  er orworse.her  forces  affect  he  economy  oft  he  impact  axes,  for  be  t  

In  the  1950s,  tax rat  so  was  economic growt  -World War II boom,  driven  by pentes  were  high  but  h.  The  post  -up  demand  in  
consumer goods  and housing,  dwarfed  any ill  effects from  taxes.  Asked  about  he  1986 law,  a group  of economistgains  from  t  s  
guessed  t  might have ultimately increased the economy’s annual growth  rate by one percentage point,  if “allowed to remainha  it  
in force.” This would have been a sizeable gain, but the effect would have been gradual and invisible.  

That’s not much of an advertisement.  
As  import ,  many  polit  ax  breaks  for  favored  groups  (t  he  poor,  small  business)  and  causesant  icians  suppor  t  he  elderly,  t  

(homeownership,  attending  college,  “green”  industries).  T  he  who  really pronounced  the  deathhis  enhances  their power.  T man  
sent  he  Tax Reform  Act  on,  who  increased t  op rat o 39.6 percent her t  heence for t  of 1986  was Bill Clint  he  t  e t  rat  han  broadening t  
base.  As  t  op  rat  he  value  of  generat  ax  breaks.  Ironically,  many  of  t  hehe  t  e  rose,  so  did  t  ing  new  t  he  people  who  complain  t  
loudest about  on  influence-peddling  and  lobbying  are  t  higher  t  es,  which  st  eWashingt  he  same  people  who  support  ax  rat  imulat  
more  influence-peddling  and  lobbying.  

Aft  he  1986 law,  t op  st ut  e was  28 percent  es  were  t  al gainser  t  he  t  at ory  rat  and  rat  he  same  on  ordinary  income  and  capit  
(profits  on  the  sale  of  st  her  asset  al  gains  —they’re now taxed at no more than 15 percentocks  and  ot  s).  The  preference  for  capit  
and  represen  the  bigges  tax  break  for  t  hy  —  at  er t  op  rat  er the  wealt  was  reinst ed  only aft  he  t  e rose.  The  1986 law was  be t  han  
what we  have  t  cert  er  t  we  will  have  t  depended  on  bipart  and  Whitoday and,  almost  ainly,  be t han  what  omorrow.  It  isan  support  e  
House  leadership.  There  is  now  li  t  her.le  of eit  

Read  more  from  The  Washington  Post:  Dana  Milbank:  Republicans  wave  t  e  flag  George  Will:  Bewithe  whit  ched  by  Obama  
E.J.  Dionne:  Republicans  reboot Greg  Sargent  ceiling  Jennifer  Rubin:  Fiscal  cliff  ant:  Business  leaders  back  Obama  on  debt  ics  
The Post’s View: What Boehner and Obama’s opening bids share  

Oba 's Fa  x 'Victory'ma  mous Ta  
Top marginal income ta  tes max ra  y go up. But the president's second-term spending wish list will be history.  
By  Kimberley  A.  Strassel  
Wall St  Journal, December 7,  2012reet  
Full-t  st  he  Wall  St  Journal  are  available  t  he  link.ext ories  from  t  reet  o  Journal  subscribers  by  clicking  t  

Pa  nts In  Ta  l Shrink To Two: Oba  And Boehnerrticipa  lks  On  ABudget Dea  ma  
By  Jonat  er  Bakerhan  Weisman  And  Pet  
NewYork Times,  December 7,  2012  
WASHINGTON  — At House Speaker John  A.  Boehner’s  request,  Senate  leaders  and  Representative  Nancy Pelosi have  

been  excluded  from  talks  to  avert  t  Obama  alone  ta  fiscal  crisis,  leaving  it o  Mr.  Boehner  and  President  o  find  a  deal,  
Congressional  aides  say.  

All  sides,  even  t  ies  excluded,  say  clearing  t  iat  he  chance  of  success.  It  yhe  part  he  negot ing  room  improves  t  adds  complexit  
as  t  wo  negot ors  consult  ely  wit he  leaders  not  he  room.  Bu  it  he  number  of  people  who  needhe  t  iat  separat  h  t  in  t  also  minimizes  t  
t  o an init  .o  say  yes  t  ial  agreement  

“This  is  now  the  speaker and  the  president working  this  through,”  said  Senator Richard  J.  Durbin  of Illinois,  the  Senate’s  
No.  2  Democrat.  

White House aides and the speaker’s staff,  by mutual  agreement,  have largely shut down  public communication  about the  
t  o avert  omat ax increases and  spending cut  o begin  in  January if no deal  can  bealks t  hundreds of billions of dollars in  aut  ic t  s se  t  
reached.  Bot  hat  ion  remained  open.h sides said  on  Thursday t  lines of communicat  
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For  public  consumpt  s  and  Republicans  are  engaging  in  an  increasingly  elaborat  ical  t  er.ion,  Democrat  e  show  of  polit  heat  
Mr.  Obama  on  Thursday  wen  t he  home  of  a  middle-income  family  in  t  on  to  t  he  Virginia  suburbs  of  Washingt  o  press  for  an  
ext  ax cut  he middle class  and for t  ion  ofBush-era t  s on incomes over $250,000.ension  of expiring t  s for t  —  he  expirat  ax  cut  

“Just to be clear,  I’m  not going to sign  any package that somehow prevents the top rate from  going up for folks at the top 2  
percent,” Mr. Obama said.  “But I do remain optimistic that we can get something done.”  

On  Capitol  Hill,  Senator  Mit  ucky,  t  hursday  to  vote  on  Mr.  Obama’sch  McConnell  of  Kent  he  Republican  leader,  moved  T  
proposal,  in  his  broader  deficit  package,  to  permanently  diminish  Congress’s  control  over  the  federal  government’s  statutory  
borrowing  limit  hat  s  would  break  ranks  and  embarrass  t  .  Inst  ic  leaders  did  a,  assuming  t  Democrat  he  president  ead,  Democrat  
count,  found  they  had  51  solid  vot  ook  Mr.  McConnell  up  on  what  or  Harry  Reid  of  Nevada,  t  e  majorites,  and  t  Senat  he  Senat  y  
leader, called “a positive development.”  

Mr.  McConnell  then  filibustered  his  own  bill,  object  o  a  simple-majorit  e  and  saying  a  change  of  such  magniting  t  y vot  ude  
requires  the  assent of 60  senators.  

“I do believe we made history on the Senate floor today,” Mr. Durbin said.  
The  government is  expect  o  hit s  borrowing  limit  e  January  or  early  February,  and  it  ion  ined  t  it  in  lat  is  an  added  complicat  

t  alks  because  some  House  Republicans  say  t  her  spending  cut  hey  lif  t  ceiling.  Mr.he  defici  t  hey  will  demand  furt  s  before  t  he  debt  
Obama  has  said  t  any  deal  on  t  ensure  t  here  will  not  her  crisis  over  t  ceiling  earlyhat  axes  and  spending  must  ha  t  be  anot  he  debt  
next year.  

Bu  t  e  House  on  Thursday  gave  Republicans  assurances  t  would  not  ent  o  gethe  Whit  he  president  employ  a  pot  weapon  t  
what he  want  s,  including  former  President  on,  have  t  ha  t  ut  he  presidents.  Some  Democrat  Bill  Clint  heorized  t  he  Cons  it ion  gives  t  
the  authority  to  raise  the  debt  ceiling  unilaterally,  citing  a  sclause  in  the  14th  Amendment guaranteeing  that the  nation’s  debt  
“shall not be questioned.”  

Mr.  Obama  renounced  such  an  ion  of  aut  hursday  through  his  spokesman.  “I  can  say  that  thisassert  hority  on  T  
administration  does not believe that the 14th Amendment gives the  president the  power to ignore the debt ceiling,” Jay Carney,  
the  White  House  press  secret  old  report  hatary,  t  ers,  reading  from  language  t  had  been  prepared  for  him.  

Administration  officials  had  long  discounted  the  possibility  that  the  president  would  claim  such  power,  but  Thursday’s  
statement  ive  t  he  pastseemed  more  definit  han  any  in  t  .  

The  exclusion  of  Senat  he  House  Democrat  ure  from  lastors  Reid  and  McConnell  and  Ms.  Pelosi,  t  ic  leader,  is  a  depart  
year’s  search  for  a  major  deficit  deal.  T  t  h  side  t  ween  Vice  Presidenthen,  Obama-Boehner  defici  alks  coincided  wit  alks  bet  
Joseph  R.  Biden  Jr.  and  Represent ive  Eric  Cant  he  House  majorit  alksat  or  of  Virginia,  t  y  leader,  which  were  followed  by  broader  t  
by  a  special  bipart  ee.  All  failed.isan  Congressional  commi  t  

This  t  he  sole  focal  point  eamime,  while  Mr.  Boehner  has  made  himself  t  ,  aides  say  he  has  made  sure  a  broad  leadership  t  
is  behind  him.  He  meet  he  House  is  in  session  wit he  full  slat  hes  every  morning  while  t  h  t  e  of  Republican  leaders,  as  well  as  t  
commi  t  likely  implement  at  he  Budgetee  chairmen  who  would  most  a  deal:  Represent ive  Paul  D.  Ryan  of  Wisconsin,  who  heads  t  
Commi  tee;  Representat  he  Ways  and  Means  Commi  t  ative  Dave  Camp  of  Michigan,  who  leads  t  ee;  and  Represent ive  Fred  
Upt  he  Energy  and  Commerce  Commi  ton ofMichigan,  who heads t  ee.  

White  House  officials  have  begun  daily  conference  calls  with  t  ions  sthe  communicat  affs  of  Mr.  Reid  and  Ms.  Pelosi.  The  
Whit  ions  direct  wit he  Senat  ic  Caucus  last  he  direct  hee  House  communicat  or,  Dan  Pfeiffer,  met  h  t  e  Democrat  week,  and  t  or  of  t  
National  Economic  Council,  Gene  Sperling,  spoke  with  t  s  lat  monthe  House  Democrat  e  last  h.  

The  arrangement has  led  t  isan  grumbling.  Senat  ,  an  independent  heo  bipart  or  Bernard  Sanders  of  Vermont  and  perhaps  t  
Senate’s  most  liberal  member,  said  on  Thursday  that  Senate  Democrats  needed  to  find  a  way  to  make  themselves  more  
relevan  t he  search  for  a  resolut  o  t  andoff.o  t  ion  t he  fiscal  st  

Senator JeffSessions, Republican ofAlabama, has gone to the Senate floor repeatedly to denounce “secret” deficit talks.  
“Shouldn’t the  president lay out his  plan?”  Mr.  Sessions  asked.  “He’s  the  president of  t  ed  St es  and  the  Unit  at  he  only  one  

who represents everybody.  Orwill that  ? Will it  be revealed t  he eve ofChrist  he eve of tremain  a  secret  just  o  us  on  t  mas  or  on  t  he  
new calendar year and we will be asked to vote for it like lemmings?”  

The Baby Boom  Bump  
By  Kenneth  S.  Baer  And  Jeffrey  B.  Liebman  
NewYork Times,  December 7,  2012  
CONVENTIONAL  wisdom  calls  the  2012  presidential  race  the  “demographic  election,”  attributing  President  Obama’s  

vict  o  his  commanding  advant  inos  and  millennials.ory  in  large  par  t  age  among  rapidly  growing  groups  like  Lat  
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But if  demographics  is  dest  ics,  it  rue  for  policy.  Far  from  t  he  debat  he  budgetiny  in  polit  is  even  more  t  he  headlines,  t  e  over  t  
deficit axes  and  unemployment  he  American  populat  and  in  this  case,  it’s  not,  t  is  being  driven  by  large-scale  changes  in  t  ion  —  
t  he young t  are import , but her t  he baby boom.he new demographics of t  hat  ant  rat  he old demographics of t  

For  decades  we  have  known  t  he  ret  of  t  al  event  he  economy.  Butha  t  irement  he  baby  boomers  would  be  a  monument  for  t  
now that it’s happening,  many fiscal policy makers are acting  as if the boomers are eternal teenagers and  are turning  a blind  eye  
t  he  boomers’  aging  changes how  should  approach  economic policy.  And  this affects two  of the  central issues of theo  how  t  we  
negot ions:  how  much  t  should  spend  and  how  we  can  cut unemployment.iat  he  government  

Consider  t  e  over  spending.  The  Congressional  Budget  s  t  if  current  inue,  t al  federalhe  debat  Office  project hat  policies  cont  ot  
spending  will  rise  t  of  gross  domest  in  2022.  Republicans  and  Washingt  hawks  argue  t  hiso  24  percent  ic  product  on  deficit  ha  t  
means spending is out of cont  he past  spending has averaged 21 percentrol,  since  over  t  40  years  government  .  

Their  proposed  solution  is  a  cap  on  government spending  as  a  percent  he  economy.  Mi  t  ed  tage  of  t  Romney  want  o  cap  
spending  at 20  percent  or  Bob  Corker,  Republican  of  Tennessee,  has  proposed  a  cap  of  20.6  percent  hof  G.D.P.  Senat  wit  
Senat  from  Missouri.  Jus  his  week,  Gov.  Bobby  Jindal  of  Louisiana,  a  2016  Republicanor  Claire  McCaskill,  a  Democrat  t  
president  ,  suggest  cap.ial  aspirant  ed  an  18 percent  

These  plans  ignore  t  t  you  cannot  he  aging  of  t  ures  arehe  simple  fact hat  repeal  t  he  boomers.  The  main  reason  expendit  
rising  this  decade  is  that  y,  Medicare  and  Medicaid  is  increasing  by  a  whopping  3.7  percentspending  on  Social  Securit  of  G.D.P.  
as  the  baby  boomers  age  and  retire.  This  demographic  fact  y  insurance  paymentalso  has  been  driving  increases  in  disabilit  s  as  
more  knees  give  way  and  backs  give  out.  

These  inexorable  demographic  changes  mask  t  hat  he  past four  years  we  have  experienced  historic  levels  ofhe  fac  t over t  
fiscal  discipline.  While  there  was  a  temporary  and  necessary  spike  in  spending  from  t  ,  annual  appropriathe  Recovery  Act  ions  
act  a  year  bet  ion-adjust  aft  aually  declined  by  1 .4  percent  ween  2008  and  2012  in  inflat  ed  dollars  —  er  growing  by  6.1  percent  
year  during  t  rat  he  caps  agreed  t  year,  discret  o  reachhe  George  W.  Bush  administ ion.  Under  t  o  last  ionary  spending  is  scheduled  t  
it  level,  as a share of t  he Eisenhower administ ion.s  lowest  he  economy,  since  t  rat  

This  discipline,  however,  is  being  overwhelmed  by  demographic  reality.  We  need  to  accep  t  hathe  fac  t  we  simply  cannot  
rever  t  orical norms in government  h wit  ment  o millions of aging  workers.o  hist  spending  and  keep  fait  h  commit  s  made  t  

Bu  t  is  no  excuse  for  inact  ion  t he  exist  ionary  spending,  we  need  higher  revenueshat  ion:  in  addit  o  t  ing  caps  on  discret  
along  wit  h  in  our  social  insurance  programs.h  slower  spending  growt  

Ignoring the economics of boomer retirement  ort  es abou  t  ratalso dist s debat  he unemployment e.  
Despit he  fac  t  he  unemployment e  has  dropped  fast  he  past  han  at  ime  since  1995,  Republicanse t  ha  t  rat  er in  t  year t  any t  

say  t  he  job  market  he  150,000  jobs  being  added  mont  hhere  has  been  no  recovery  in  t  ,  since  t  hly  are  simply  keeping  up  wit  
populat  h.  They  not ha  he  employmen  -t  ion  rat  recovered  significant  ha  he  onlyion  growt  e  t  t  o-populat  e  has  not  ly  and  claim  t  t  
reason  the  unemployment rat  hate  is  going  down  is  t  people  are  giving  up  looking  for  work.  

If t  he  1960s,  t  have  a case.  Bu  t  he  1960s  are  now in  t  ashis  were  t  hey  might  he  children  of  t  heir  60s,  and  are  simply  not  
likely  to  wan  t  he  labor  force  as  younger  workers.  The  employmen  -t  ion  rat  eady  downward  to  be  in  t  o-populat  io  is  on  a  st  rend,  
regardless of the economy.  The fac  tha  t  e is flat  ha  t  is recovering (t  fasthe  rat  is  evidence  t  he  labor  market  hough  not  enough).  

With  more  than  200,000  boomers  exit  he  labor  force  each  mont hrough  ret  ,  t  humb  t  ting  t  h  t  irement he  rule  of  t  ha  he  
economy needs  t  h t  h populat  h no  longer holds.  The  new normal is  100,000,o add 140,000 jobs  per mont o keep  up  wit  ion  growt  
which is  why 150,000  new  jobs  a mont  he  unemployment  e from  9.5 percen  t  over  t  woh  has  brough  t  rat  o  7.9  percent  he  las  t  
years.  

Ge  ting  this  right  ers.  If  policy  makers  believe  t  he  labor  market  improved  over  t  hree  years,  tma t  ha  t  has  not  he  pas  t  hey  
will  rejec  t  imulus  approach  t  he  presiden  t  her  effort o  boost  e  demand  —  ashe  st  ha  t  ook  in  2009  and  oppose  furt  s  t  aggregat  just  
John  A.  Boehner,  t  he  House,  did  last  er  t  rat  imulus  package.he speaker of t  week aft he administ ion  called for a $50 billion  st  

Over t  ohe  coming  weeks,  big  fiscal  policy  choices  will  be  made,  and  many  will  be  looking  backward  for  a  guide  on  how  t  
move  forward.  But just as the generation that once proclaimed “don’t trust anyone over 30” has had to face the reality of gray hair  
and  grandkids,  the  new  economics  of  the  baby  boom  dict e  t  we  must  h  t  ry  and  economy  we  have  tat hat  deal  wit he  count  oday  —  
no  t  he histhe  one  in  t  ory  books.  

Kenneth  S.  Baer,  a  managing  director  of  t  e  direct  the  Harbour  Group,  was  a  senior  adviser  and  associat  or  a  he  Office  of  
Management and  Budget from  2009  until July.  Jeffrey B.  Liebman,  a professor of public policy at Harvard’s Kennedy School  of  
Government,  was  acting  deput  or  and  execut  e  direct  he  O.M.B.  from  2009  ty direct  ive associat  or a  t  o 2010.  

The Forgotten  Millions  
By  Paul  Krugman  
NewYork Times,  December 7,  2012  
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Let’s get one thing straight: America is not facing a fiscal crisis. It is, however, still very much experiencing a job crisis.  
It’s  easy  to  get  confused  about  the  fiscal  thing,  since  everyone’s  talking  about  the  “fiscal  cliff.”  Indeed,  one  recent  poll  

suggests that  y of t  ha  t  deficit  hata large pluralit  he public believes t  he budget  will go up ifwe go off t  cliff.  
In  fact  he  danger is  that the  deficit will  down  too  much,  too  fast.  And  the  reasons,  of  course,  it’s just the  opposite:  T  come  

that might  ical;  we  may  be  abou  t  axes  not  s  demand  ithappen  are  purely  polit  o  slash  spending  and  raise  t  because  market  ,  but  
because  Republicans  have  been  using  blackmail  as  a  bargaining  st egy,  and  t  seems  ready  t  heir  bluff.rat  he  president  o  call  t  

Moreover,  despite  years  of  warnings  from  the  usual  suspect  he  dangers  of  deficit  ,  our  government cans  abou  t  s  and  debt  
borrow  at incredibly  low  int  rat  int  rat  ion-prot ed  U.S.  bonds  are  act  ive,  so  investerest  es  —  erest  es  on  inflat  ect  ually  negat  ors  are  
paying  our government to  make  use  of their money.  And  don’t tell  me  that  markets  may suddenly turn  on  us.  Remember,  the  
U.S.  government  can’t  run  print he  st  he  wors  hat  he  dollar,  whichout  of cash  (it  s  t  uff),  so  t  t  could  happen  would  be  a  fall  in  t  
wouldn’t be a terrible thing and might actually help the economy.  

Ye  t  ry  built  he  promot  panic.  Lavishly  funded  corporat  hehere  is  a  whole  indust  around  t  ion  of  deficit  e  groups  keep  hyping  t  
danger  of  government debt  he  urgency  of  deficit  ion  now  now  now  —  ha  tand  t  reduct  excep  t  hese  same  groups  are  suddenly  
warning  agains  t  reduct  he  public  is  confused.oo  much  deficit  ion.  No  wonder  t  

Meanwhile,  there  is  almost no  organized  pressure  t  h  t  errible  t  hat  ually  happening  righto  deal  wit he  t  hing  t  is  act  now  —  
namely,  mass unemployment.  Yes,  we’ve made progress over the past year.  But long-term  unemployment remains  at levels  not  
seen  since  the  Great Depression:  as  of  Oct  han  six  montober,  4.9  million  Americans  had  been  unemployed  for  more  t  hs,  and  3.6  
million  had  been  out ofwork formore than  a  year.  

When  you  see  numbers  like  those,  bear  in  mind  that  we’re  looking  at  millions  of  human  tragedies:  at  individuals  and  
families  whose  lives are falling apart because they can’t find work,  at savings consumed, homes lost and dreams destroyed.  And  
the  longer  this  goes  on,  t  he  the bigger t  ragedy.  

There  are  also  huge  dollars-and-cents  costs  t  jobs  crisis.  When  willing  workers  endure  forced  idleness  societo  our  unmet  y  
as  a  whole  suffers  from  t  e  of  t  s  and  t  s.  The  Congressional  Budget  imat  hat  we  arehe  wast  heir  effort  alent  Office  est  es  t  what  
act  ofwhat  ofG.D.P.,  or $900 billion  a year.ually  producing  falls  short  we  could  and  should  be  producing  by  around  6  percent  

Worse  yet,  there  are  good  reasons  t  hat  is  undermining  our  fut  h  as  well,  as  to  believe  t  high  unemployment  ure  growt  he  
long-term  unemployed  come to be considered  unemployable,  as invest  falt  he face of inadequatment  ers  in  t  e  sales.  

So  what can  be  done?  The  panic  over  t  ory.  It  hat  he  deficithe  fiscal  cliff  has  been  revelat  shows  t  even  t  scolds  are  closet  
Keynesians.  That  is,  they believe  that  right  now  spending  cuts  and  tax  hikes  would  destroy jobs;  it’s  impossible  to  make  that  
claim  while  denying  t  emporary  spending  increases  and  t  s  would  creat  ill-depressed  economy  needsha  t  ax  cut  e  jobs.  Yes,  our  st  
more  fiscal  stimulus.  

And,  t  ,  President  amount  imulus  in  his  init  offer;  t  e  House,  ato  his  credit  Obama  did  include  a  modest  of  st  ial  budget  he  Whit  
least,  hasn’t  completely  forgotten  about  the  unemployed.  Unfortunately,  almost  nobody  expects  those  stimulus  plans  to  be  
included  in  what  ually  reached.ever  deal  is  event  

So  why aren’t we  helping  the  unemployed? It’s  not because  we  hose  ult  s,  pluscan’t afford  it.  Given  t  ralow  borrowing  cost  
the  damage  unemployment is  doing  t  o  t  ax  base,  you  can  make  a  pre  t  hato  our  economy  and  hence  t he  t  y  good  case  t  spending  
more  t  e  jobs  now  would  act  ion.o  creat  ually  improve  our  long-run  fiscal  posit  

Nor,  I  t  really  ideology.  Even  Republicans,  when  opposing  cut  ely  st  alkinghink,  is  it  s  in  defense  spending,  immediat  ar  t  
about how  such  cut  roy  jobs  —  and  I’m  sorry,  but  weaponized  Keynesianism,  the  assertion  that  governments  would  dest  
spending  creates  jobs,  but only  if  it goes to the military, doesn’t make sense.  

No,  in the end it’s hard to avoid concluding that it’s about class.  Influential people in Washington aren’t worried about losing  
their jobs; by and large they don’t even know anyone who’s unemployed.  The plight of the unemployed simply doesn’t loom large  
in  their  minds  —and, of course,  the unemployed don’t hire lobbyists ormake big  campaign contributions.  

So  the  unemployment crisis  goes  on  and  on,  even  though  we  have  both  the  knowledge  and  the  means  to  solve  it.  It’s a  
vas  tragedy  —and it’s also an outrage.  

Keep The Sta  x Deductionte Ta  
NewYork Times,  December 7,  2012  
As  t  inue  t  he  year-end  fiscal  deadline,  bot  s  and  Republicans  are  considering  caps  onhey  cont  o  wrangle  over  t  h  Democrat  

federal  income-t  ions.ax  deduct  
That could  be  very  bad  news  for  resident  her  st es  and  cit  hat  heirs  of  New  York,  New  Jersey  and  ot  at  ies  t  rely  heavily  on  t  

own  income  t  he  value  of  t  ion  for  st e  and  local  income  t  ofaxes.  Such  a  cap  would  reduce  t  he  deduct  at  axes,  which  has  been  part  
t  ax  code  for  a  cent  hough  t  ion  has  been  dilut  he  alt  ive  minimum  t  couldhe  federal  t  ury  (t  he  deduct  ed  by  t  ernat  ax).  That  
substantially  reduce  middle-class  disposable  incomes  in  high-t  at  urn,  would  put  hose  st es  tax  st es,  which,  in  t  pressure  on  t  at  o  cut  
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taxes  and  the  services  t  o  provide.  (A  cap  would  also  affect  y  and  sales  t  hough  they  have  long  chosen  t  propert  axes,  t  hose  are  
spread  around  more  evenly  among  all  t  athe  st es.)  

T  was  to states in  taxes is not really part of an  individual’s disposablehe theory behind the deduction  that the amount paid  
income,  because  it is  obligat  herefore,  should  not  axed  t  ime,  t  ion  has  become  t  ofory  and,  t  be  t  wice.  Over  t  he  deduct  he  equivalent  
a  subsidy  from  t  o  st es  t  believe  in  a  st  ive  government  may  infuriat  iveshe  federal  governmen  t  at  hat  rong  and  act  .  That  e  conservat  
in  low-tax states like T  ually  a  good  texas, who hate subsidizing states with different views of government’s role, but it’s act  hing  for  
t  ry.he  count  

T  hehe deduction is Washington’s way of supporting  states that support their most vulnerable citizens and neediest cities.  T  
seven  states  t  account  of  st e  and  local  t  ions  (including  sales  and  propert axes)  —hat  for  90  percent  at  ax  deduct  y  t  New  York,  New  
Jersey,  California,  Pennsylvania,  Maryland,  Illinois  and  Massachuse  t —  er  job  of  providing  for  t  h  ands  generally  do  a  be  t  he  healt  
welfare of t  izens,  and  are more willing t  ut  hat  y as a whole.heir  cit  o  pay  for  ins  it ions  t  are  good  for  societ  

Rapid-t  syst  at  s,  subsidized  wit ax  dollars,  save  energy  and  improveransit  ems  in  st es  like  New  York  and  Massachuse  t  h  t  
the  environment.  Few  cit  o  operat heir  own  universit  he  Cit  y  of  New  York,  also  subsidized  wities  can  afford  t  e  t  ies,  bu  t  y  Universit  h  
t  ut  h  nat  s.  Public  hospit  ems  and  generous  Medicaid  programsax  dollars,  is  an  enormously  valuable  ins  it ion  wit  ional  benefit  al  syst  
have improved  and ext  he lives of tended t  ens ofmillions of low-income people.  

Texas  is  proud  no  to  have  an  income  tax,  but also  has  by  far  t  percent  he  countit  he  highest  age  of  uninsured  people  in  t  ry.  
It ranks  last in  prenatal  care as well  and  in  overall  federal  assessment of health  quality.  

In  t  ions for t  hy,  t  heirheir  fiscal-cliff  offer,  Republicans  have  proposed  raising  $800  billion  by  capping  deduct  he  wealt  hough  t  
proposal  would  inevitably  affec  the  middle  class  in  expensive  st es  like  New  York  and  California.  Presidentat  Obama  would  prefer  
t  ax  rat  he  has  also  proposed  deduct  s  t  would  affect at  hat  o  impose  higher  incomeo  raise  t  es,  but  ion  limit hat  st es  t  have  chosen  t  
taxes.  Governors,  mayors  and  representat  hose  st es  need  t  heir  voices  heard  in  support  hatives of t  at  o make t  of t  choice.  

Hea  re Dominoeslth-ca  
By  Rut

on  Post  
h  Marcus  

Washingt  , December 7,  2012  
Raising  t  y  age  for  Medicare  sounds  like  a  fiscal  no-brainer.he  eligibilit  
After  all,  the  Social  Securit  irement  o  67.  It  o  have  ty  ret  age  is  rising  t  would  seem  sensible  for  Medicare  t  he  same  rule.  
Aft  ancy  is  growing.  Today,  t  o  live  anot  —  five  yearser  all,  life  expect  he  average  65-year-old  can  expec  t  her  20  years  about  

longer  t  arthan  when  Medicare  st ed.  
Aft  h-care spending is on  unsustainable course. Something’s got to give.er  all,  federal  healt  an  
Amid  the  en  itlement  he  eligibilit  ract  o  polit  ing  aboutmumbo  jumbo,  raising  t  y  age  is  a  t  ive  t  icians  cast  for  savings  because  it  

is  tangible.  It is  a  he  t  he  Republican  wish  list  was  part  he  never-consummat  hatt  op  of  t  .  It  of  t  ed  deal  t  House  Speaker  John  
Boehner  and  President Obama  craft  year  alt  y  Leader  Nancy  Pelosi  has  declared  her  opposited  last  —  hough  House  Minorit  ion.  

Here’s  the  wrinkle:  This  no-brainer  turns  out  to  be  exceedingly  complicated.  The  savings  aren’t  as  big  as  you  might  
imagine,  because  costs  to  ot  healt  .  Meanwhile,  ther  government  h  programs  would  rise  as  a  result  he  move  could  have  an  array  of  
problematic  effects,  from  leaving  seniors  uninsured  t  s  for  many  oto  raising  premium  cost  hers.  

The  Congressional  Budget Office  (CBO)  est  es  t  gradually  increasing  t  y  age  timat  hat  he eligibilit  o 67 would  save $113 billion  
over t  decade;  t  he  second 10 years,  wit he  cut  ed,  would be  larger.  By 2035,  Medicarehe  next  he  savings  in  t  h  t  s  fully  implement  
spending  would  be  7  percent lower  t  herwise  expect  when  t  o  account  herhan  ot  ed,  or  5  percent  aking  int  higher  spending  on  ot  
programs. This isn’t chump change.  

The  Kaiser  Family  Foundat  ing  t  of  an  immediat  h  a  much  smaller  number:  lession,  calculat  he  effect  e  change,  came  up  wit  
t  hat  he  eligibilit  hose  seniors  by  $31han  $6  billion  in  2014.  Kaiser  found  t  raising  t  y  age  would  reduce  Medicare  spending  on  t  
billion  that year.  Bu  t  s  would  drop  by  $7  billion  because  some  seniors  would  not  o  then  Medicare  premium  receipt  be  paying  int he  
program.  Meanwhile,  because  some  of  t  urn  t he  new  healt  ohe  newly  Medicare-less  seniors  would  t  o  t  h-insurance  exchanges  t  
obt  he  exchanges  (premium  and  costain  insurance,  federal  spending  on  t  -sharing  subsidies  for  lower-income  seniors)  would  
increase  by  $9.4  billion.  

And  federal  spending  on  Medicaid,  t  h  care  program  for  t  he  pooresthe  healt  he  poor,  would  increase  by  $8.3  billion  as  t  
seniors enroll in  Medicaid  under t  of t  h care law.he  new  expanded-coverage  part  he  healt  

Of  course,  that full  Medicaid  cost  not  erialize  if  st es  choose  no  t  icipat  he  Medicaid  expansion,  as  tmight  mat  at  o part  e in  t  he  
Supreme Court has allowed.  But then  you’d have some  poor seniors  —  he  way,  t  o  be  in  t  healt  leftby  t  hose  likely  t  he  worst  h  —  
uninsured.  

Indeed,  the  problem  of  uninsured  seniors  is  a  big  part of  t  ween  Kaiser  (t  ion  assumed  the  difference  bet  he  organizat  hat  
everyone  would  find  new  coverage)  and  t  imat  he  Supreme  Court  hat  of  65- andhe  CBO,  which  est  ed,  before  t  ruling,  t  5  percent  
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66-year-olds  would  be  uninsured.  Yes,  you  can  save  money  on  government health  programs  by  kicking  people  off.  Leaving  more  
people  uninsured  hardly  sounds  like  good  policy.  

Paradoxically,  with  the  higher  eligibilit  he  federal  government  overall  naty  age,  t  would  spend  less  money,  but  ional  spending  
on  health care would  rise because Medicare costs are lower t  hose of privathan  t  e  insurers.  

Meanwhile,  with  the  youngest  of  t  em,  Kaiser  est  ed,  premiums  for  tseniors  out  he  Medicare  syst  imat  he  remaining  seniors  
would  increase  by  3  percent because  t  populat  he  healthat  ion  becomes  older  and  sicker.  Likewise,  premiums  on  t  h-care  
exchanges  would  increase  by  3  percent,  as  the  average  age  of  enrollees  (and  t  he  average  costherefore  t  )  rises.  The  risk  pools  
get messed  up  in  bot  ions.h  direct  

And  many  of  t  he  CBO  said,  would  pay  higher  premiums  or  spend  more  out  .  This  ishe  newly  ineligible  seniors,  t  of  pocket  
not a  problem  for  be  t  h  plans;  indeed,  it  hemer-off seniors who’d  simply turn  to their employers or their retiree healt  would  make  t  
more  conscious  of costs.  

But consider  t  t  o  qualify  for  federal  insurance  subsidies  —  andhe  65-year-old  who  makes  $46,000  a  year  —  oo  much  t  
whose exchange premiums could  reach  $12,000.  How is this  affordable?  

Raising  t  he University of Pennsylvania’s Ezekielhe eligibility age would  make sense if the neediest seniors are protected.  T  
Emanuel  has  int  ying  age  limit  y  and  Medicare  t  ime  earnings:  t  heriguingly  proposed  t  s  in  Social  Securit  o  lifet  he  richer  you  are,  t  
longer you  wai  t  benefit  h earnings in t  om  halfwould be shielded from  any age increase.o  collect  s.  Those  wit  he  bo  t  

The  lesson  of  healt  hat  weak  t his  complex  mechanism  has  far-reaching,  oft  ended,h-care  reform  is  t  every  t  o  t  en  unint  
consequences.  Raising  the  eligibility  age  is  wort  ing  but  wit  considering  t  s  of  th  debat  not  hout  he  ripple  effect  his  seemingly  simple  
change.  

rut  .comhmarcus@washpost  
More  on  this  topic:  Greg  Sargent  s  must  o  raising  Medicare  eligibilit:  Pelosi:  Democrat  say  No  t  y  age  George  F.  Will:  

Bewit  he  Post’s  View:  Opening  bids  ‘fiscal  cliff’  too  small  Ruth  Marcus:  Feeling  ill  the  Medicareched  by  Obama  T  on  are  over  
debates  

Fisca  lks SpurCha  ble Givingl Ta  rita  
By  Laura  Saunders  And  Hannah  Karp  
Wall St  Journal, December 7,  2012reet  
Full-t  st  he  Wall  St  Journal  are  available  t  he  link.ext ories  from  t  reet  o  Journal  subscribers  by  clicking  t  

Business Lea  maders  Siding With Oba  On  Debt Ceiling?  
By  Greg  Sargent  

on  PostWashingt  , December 7,  2012  
One  int  ing  polit  now  is  t  Obama  is  working  t  he  support  o  preventerest  ical  dynamic  right  hat  o  enlis  t  of  business  leaders  t  

another  debt ceiling  st  year.  House  Republicans  are  t  caving  now  on  t  ax  cut  tandoff  next  hinking  about  he  middle  class  t  s  —  hen  
coming back  next year and  st  her 2011  st  ceiling ba t o win  t  lement  s t  . Businessaging  anot  yle  debt  le  t  he  deep  en  it  cut hey  want  
leaders  are  cool  to  the  possibilit  andoffs  risk  damaging  ty,  because  such  st  he  economy.  

I’ve  just learned  that one  of the  most influential  business  groups  in  Washington,  the  Business  Roundtable,  is  prepared  to  
support a  provision  designed  t  ically  minimize  t  y  of  anot  andoff  now  and  in  t  ure  —  one  alsoo  dramat  he  possibilit  her  st  he  fut  
supported by the  Whit  ep forward forWhit  s t  a 2011 -st  le,  which led te  House.  This  is  a  st  e  House  effort o  prevent  yle  ba  t  o  a  credit  
downgrade  for  the  United  St es,  and  widespread  fears  t  he  count  o  defaultat  ha  t  ry would go int  .  

Obama  —who  is  refusing  t  iat  he  debt ceiling  again  —supports a measure called the “McConnell provision,”o  negot e  over  t  
a  proposal  pushed  by  Mit  year  t ry  t  he  crisis.  Under  t  he  president  a  debtch  McConnell  last  o  t o  defuse  t  he  provision,  t  can  request  
limit hike,  aft  e  t  he  request  .  The  president  hen  vet hat  ,  ander  which  Congress  can  vot o  deny  t  by  disapproving  of  it  can  t  o  t  request  
unless  Congress  overrides  t  vet  h  a  t  hirds  vot  h  houses,  it  ransfers  most  rol  overhat  o  wit  wo-t  e  in  bot  is  honored.  The  provision  t  cont  
the  debt ceiling  t he  President  far  harder  for  t  y  in  Congress  t  meaning  to  t  and  makes  it  he  opposing  part  o  block  hikes  —  he  
constan  threat  ,  and  t  y  t  ,  are  effectof default  he abilit o engage in  brinksmanship around it  ively removed.  

The  McConnell  provision  was  passed  as  a  temporarily measure  as  part of last year’s  debt ceiling  compromise  but would  
need  to  be  extended  now.  The  Whit  ending  it  hat  be  able  te  House  has  proposed  ext  ;  if  t  happens,  House  Republicans  would  not  o  
st  andoff nextage  a  meaningful  st  year.  

I’m told reliably that the Business Roundtable will support the McConnell provision if it’s proposed again in Congress.  
This  underscores  t  erminat  many  of  whom  are  aligned  wit he  GOP  —  o  avoidhe  rising  det  ion  among  business  leaders  —  h t  t  

a  rerun  of  the  2011  debacle.  Obama  is  aggressively  lobbying  these  business  leaders,  publicly  and  privat  o  make  tely,  t  heir  
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opposition  to  another standoff known.  And  it  appears  that they  are  doing  so.  As  Politico’s  Ben  White  reports  today,  executives  
are  privat  o  coalesce  around  t  o  t  end.ely  beginning  t  he  McConnell  provision  as  a  means  t hat  

The  prospect of  anot  ceiling  fight  s  t  erest  ,  pi  t  s  Tea  Parther  debt  put he  House  GOP  in  an  int  ing  spot  ing  it  y  wing  against  
more  pragmat  erest  he  business  communit  he  former  will  be  spoiling  for  anot  ,  t  eric  GOP-aligned  int  s  in  t  y.  While  t  her  fight he  la  t  
appears  far  less  willing  t  he  count  hrough  anot  ceiling  brinksmanship  —  ho  see  t  ry  dragged  t  her  deeply  damaging  round  of  debt  wit  
t  h  and  credit  he  Unit  at  he  economy,  at ake  t  ime  around.he full fait  of t  ed St es,  and t  st  —  his  t  

White House Rules Out 14th Amendment Option  On  Debt Ceiling  
By  Byron  Tau  
Politico,  December 7,  2012  
White  House  press  secretary  Jay  Carney  said  t  he  Obama  administ ion  does  not  hey  can  unilatha  t  rat  believe  t  erally  raise  

the nation’s borrowing limit under the 14th Amendment to the Constitution.  
“T  h  Amendment  he  presiden  t  o  ignore  t  ceiling  —his administration  does not believe that the  14t  gives  t  he  power t  he  debt  

period,” Carney told reporters Thursday.  
Congressional  Republicans  are  threatening  another  standoff  over  raising  the  nation’s  debt  ceiling  —  hoping  to  use  

congressional  approval of t  as a chip in  t  andoffwit  Obama over debt  s.he  borrowing  limit  he  larger  st  h  President  s  and  deficit  
Some  legal  scholars  believe  tha  the  14t  —  he  validit  he  public  debt  he  Unit  ath  Amendment  which  affirms  t  y  of  t  of  t  ed  St es  

— supersedes  t  at  sethe  st uary  borrowing  limit  by  Congress.  
Bu  the  White  House  disagrees  — saying  t  heir  legal  int  at  hat  he  borrowing  limitha  t  erpret ion  is  t  only  Congress  can  lif  t  .  
“I  think this  is  actually  consistent  with  what  we  said  last year,”  he  said.  “I  think there  was  a period  where this  was  under  

discussion  and  maybe  the  quote  you  found  was  before  it  in  t  level  of  det  I  believe  when  thad  been  looked  at  hat  ail.  But  his  was  
under discussion at the time, this is where we landed.”  

Obama  has  said  t  he  is  not erest  her  negot ion  wit  he  debt  .hat  int  ed  in  anot  iat  h  congressional  Republicans  over  t  limit  
“T  as  weapon  for is  destroying your credit rating,”  Obama  told  a group  of businesshe  only thing  the  debt ceiling is  good  a  

leaders  Thursday.  “I will not play that game.”  
UPDAT  a  tool  the  White  House  would  be  able  to  use.  “I’veE:  Still,  some  leading  congressional  Democrats  believe  it’s  

always thought it was an option,” Sen. Dick Durbin (D-Ill.)  t  ers  on  Thursday.old  report  

Tim  Pawlenty Visits The White House  
By  Donovan  Slack  
Politico,  December 7,  2012  
Spo  t  ering  t  Wing:  former  Minnesot  ial  candidat  y.ed  ent  he  West  a  Gov.  and  GOP  president  e  Tim  Pawlent  
Pawlenty  did  not respond  t  ions  from  report  inside  shorto  quest  ers  as  he  went  ly  before  noon  Thursday.  
He is now CEO of t  able,  a lobbying group for t  or.he  Financial  Services  Roundt  he  financial  sect  
It was  unclear  if  he  was  going  t  wit  Obama  or  ot  rat  e  House  official  did  noto  meet  h  President  her  administ ion  officials.  A  Whit  

immediat  o  a  message  seeking  more  informately  respond  t  ion.  
UPDATE:  A  Whit  y  is  not  ing  wit  wit  her  administ ion  officials.  Thee  House  official  says  Pawlent  meet  h  Obama  but  h  ot  rat  

official did  not specify which  officials or say wha  t  of t  ing  was.he  subject  he  meet  

Republica  te Vote On  Debt Limit Plans Press,  Then  Drop,  Bid For Sena  n  
By  Ben  Weyl,  Roll  Call  Staff  
Roll Call,  December 7,  2012  
T  hursday took up and then abruptly dropped a test of President Barack Obama’s bid to take the sting  out ofhe Senate on T  

t  limit  o fiscal  cliff negot ions.he  debt  ,  providing  a  brief  public  showdown  over  an  issue  linked  t  iat  
The  ma  ter  fell  apart when  Republicans  object  o  a  st  majorit  e  on  a  debt  hat  e  Minorited  t  raight  y  vot  ceiling  plan  t  Senat  y  

Leader  Mit  o  tch  McConnell,  R-Ky.,  had  brough  t he  floor.  
McConnell  had  sough  the  vote  on  a  Whit  o  give  t  what  o  unlimit  horite  House  proposal  t  he  president  would  amoun  t  ed  aut  y  

t  he  st ut  s  on  federal  borrowing.o  raise  t  at ory  limit  
But McConnell,  who  was  seemingly  reviving  a  legislat  act  s  int  ically  t  es,  lative  t ic  of  pushing  Democrat  o  polit  ough  vot  er  

effect  ed  an  offer  by  Senat  y  Leader  Harry  Reid,  D-Nev.,  t  he  vot  ernoon.  McConnellively  reject  e  Majorit  o  hold  t  e  Thursday  aft  
insist  e-t  hing  Reid  refused,  ending  t  er  for  t  while  leaving  manyed  on  a  60  vot hreshold  for  passage,  somet  he  ma  t  he  moment  
senat  he  rapid  maneuvering  on  tors  looking  confused  abou  t  he  floor.  
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The  act  ed  t  Democrat  es  on  at  one  fiscal  cliff  issue  t  may  have  dividedions  suggest  hat  s  have  a  solid  bloc  of  vot  least  hat  
liberals  from  more  conservative  members.  

A Senate Democratic aide said T  onhursday he was “very confident” that Democrats would have had the 51  votes needed  
a  simple-majority  vote.  Before  t  e  was  called  off,  conservat  Ben  Nelson  of  Nebraska  said  he  would  back  the  vot  ive  Democrat  he  
proposal  to  take  t  hreat  default  he  t  iathe t  of a government  off t  able in  fiscal negot ions.  

Under the administration’s plan,  once the president requests an  increase in  the debt ceiling,  Congress would have 15 days  
t  a  joint  ion  of  disapproval.  If  bot  he  resolut  would  be  sen  o  t  ,  who  couldo  enact  resolut  h  chambers  passed  t  ion,  it  t he  president  
sign  or  veto  it.  If  the  president  vetoed  the  resolution,  the  government’s  borrowing  capacity  would  increase  absent  a  vote  to  
override  the  veto,  requiring  t  hirds  supportwo-t  in  each  chamber.  

Administration  officials  call  it  the  “McConnell provision”  because  McConnell had proposed it  as  part  of the  2011  law  (PL  
112-25) t  raised t  ceiling.hat  he  debt  

McConnell  init  hat  Democrat  ough  posit  e.ially  may  have  believed  t  he  had  put  s  in  a  t  ion  by  calling  for  a  vot  
“I  would hope that we can  work together here and get a vote  on  it and give  his members a chance to express themselves  

as to whether or not they think that’s  good  way forward for our country,  to give  this  president or any other president unlimita  ed  
authority to  borrow  as  much  as  he  wants  at  any time  he  wants  from  the  Chinese  or  hursdayanybody  else,”  McConnell  said  T  
morning.  

Aft  s  chided  McConnell  for  terwards,  Democrat  he  reversal.  
“T  a moment in  Senate  history,  when  a senator made  a  unit  e  onhis  may be  proposal  and  when  given  an  opport  y  for  a  vot  

that proposal filibustered his own proposal,” said Senate MajorityWhip Richard J. Durbin,  D-Ill.  
Whit  ary  Jay  Carney,  meanwhile,  shot  he  idea  t  Obama  would  simply  ignore  t  ceilinge  House  Press  Secret  down  t  hat  he  debt  

on  his own  through the 14t  , which  says t  he debt  he Unit  at  be questh Amendment  ha  t  of t  ed St es shall not  ioned.  
“T  not  ignore  the  debt  ceiling.his  administration  does  believe  that the  14th Amendment gives  the  president the  power to  

Period.”  
Carney  called  on  Congress to “do its job” and  make sure that the nation’s bills are paid,  noting that the  debt limit does not  

authorize  new  spending  but simply  allows  for  spending  t  Congress  has  already  passed  inthat  o  law.  
Steven  T.  Dennis  and  Meredith  Shiner  cont  ed  t his  reportribut  o t  .  

Debt Ceiling BluffCa  rry Reid,  Lealled By Ha  ving Mitch McConnell To Filibuster Himself  
By  Michael  Mcauliff  

on  PostHuffingt  , December 6,  2012  
WASHINGTON  —  A  move  t  s  backfired  on  Senat  y  Leader  Mito  embarrass  Democrat  e  Minorit  ch  McConnell  Thursday  as  

the Kentucky Republican  proposed  a vote on  raising  the  nation’s debt ceiling  —  hen  filibust  when  t  s  t  ot  ered  it  he  Democrat ried  t  
t  he  offer.ake him  up on  t  

On  Thursday  morning  McConnell  had  made  a  mot  he  vot  ion  t  would  le  t  ext  heion  for  t  e  on  legislat  hat  he  president  end  t  
country’s borrowing limit on  his own.  Congress would  then  have  the  option  to disapprove  such hikes,  in  a fashion  similar to  one  
that McConnell first suggested during last year’s standoff over the debt ceiling.  

The  minority  leader  apparently  did  no  hink  Senat  y  Leader  Harry  Reid  (D-Nev.)  would  tt  e  Majorit  ake  him  up  on  his  offer,  
which  would  have  allowed  McConnell  t  ray  President  Barack  Obama’s  desire  for  such  authority  as  something  eveno  port  
Democrats  opposed.  

Reid  objected  at first  old  McConnell  he  t  might  er  Senat  aff  reviewed  t,  bu  t  hough  it  be  a  good  idea.  Aft  e  st  he  proposal,  Reid  
came  back  t he  floor  and  proposed  a  st  up-or-down  vot  he  idea.o  t  raight  e  on  t  

McConnell  was  forced  to  say  no.  
“What we’re talking about here is a perpetual debt ceiling grant, in effect,  to the president,  “  hisMcConnell said.  “Matters of t  

level of controversy always require 60 votes.”  
Sixt  es  are  required  t  er  during  debat  e.y  vot  o  end  a  filibust  e  on  a  bill  and  hold  a  vot  
Democrats  immediately  seized  on  McConnell’s  reversal,  noting  it  was  the  sort  of  obstruction  that  they  think  warrants  

changes  t he  rules  on  filibusto  t  ers.  
“What we have here is a  case of the Republicans here  in  the Senate once again  not taking yes for an  answer,” Reid  said.  

“This morning the Republican leader asked consent to have a vote on his proposal. Just now I told everyone we’re willing to have  
that vot  e,  and  now  t  s  te,  an  up-or-down  vot  he  Republican  leader  object o  his  own  idea,  so  I  guess  we  have  a  filibuser  of  his  own  
bill.”  

Democrats  piled  on.  
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Sen.  Chuck  Schumer  (D-N.Y.) told  reporters  that McConnell  thought he’d  thrown  Democrats for a  loop.  “It was  a little  too  
clever by half,” Schumer said,  adding that it “would have been a great moment.”  

“Sen. McConnell’s usually astute political radarwas a bit off today,” Schumer said.  
“T  a moment in  Senate  history when  a senator made  a proposal  and,  when  given  an  opportunity for a  vote  onhis  may be  

that proposal,  filibustered his  own  proposal,” said Sen.  Dick Durbin  (D-Ill.).  “I  think we have  reached  a new spot  he  histin  t  ory of  
the Senate we’ve never seen before.”  

“I don’t know how the Republicans can  say they’re  not abusing  the  filibuster after what we saw on  the floor today,” Durbin  
told  reporters.  “It’s somewhat comic,  but sad  as well,  that we’ve reached  t  where  Sen.  McConnell  will  not  ahe  point  even  accept  
majority vote on his own measure.”  

Democrat  ake  up  a  previous  offer  by  McConnell  on  a  vot hat  o  t  hens  did,  however,  t  e  t  he  seemed  t hink  would  fail,  which  he  t  
declined  t  er.  In  July  t  e  vot  o  ext  he  Bush-era  t  s  for  98  percent  not  he  richest 2o  filibust  he  Senat  ed  t  end  t  ax  cut  of  earners,  but  for  t  
percent.  

The passage of t  significant  he House,  who are opposed t  ing  any of t  axhe  bill  has  put  pressure  on  Republicans  in  t  o  le  t  he  t  
cuts  expire.  

Michael McAuliff covers Congress and polit  on  Post  o him  on  Facebook.ics  for  The  Huffingt  .  Talk  t  

Reid Rejects GOP Move To Vote On  Debt-limit Powers In  Obama Plan  
By  Ramsey  Cox  
The Hill,  December 7,  2012  
Senat  y  Leader  Harry  Reid  (D-Nev.)  on  Thursday  reject  o  vot  he  debt  ion  ofe  Majorit  ed  GOP  calls  t  e  on  t  -ceiling  port  

President Obama’s deficit-reduction  package.  
Reid  initially  signaled  he  could  agree  to  a  vot  he  Obama  plan  t  he  administ ion  t  erally  raise  te  on  t  o  allow  t  rat  o  unilat  he  debt  

ceiling.  Bu  the  Democratic  leader  wit  hat  er  he  said  Republicans  insist  be  subjec  t  e  thdrew  t  offer  aft  ed  it  o  a  60-vot hreshold.  
The  ba  tle  continues  an  ongoing  fight  ween  Reid  and  Senat  y  Leader  Mit  he  tbet  e  Minorit  ch  McConnell  (R-Ky.)  as  t  wo  seek  

t  h  vot  he  lat  ax-and-spending  fight  on.he  upper  hand  wit  ers  in  t  es  t  in  Washingt  
McConnell on  ion  proposal,  believingWednesday began pressing for Reid to allow a Senate vote on Obama’s deficit-reduct  

it could embarrass Democrats if some voted against the president’s plan.  
After Reid  rejected McConnell’s suggestion,  the  GOP leader on  T  on  powers  inhursday called for a  vote  just the  debt-limit  

Obama’s plan.  
Obama’s proposal  also would  raise  $1 .6 trillion  with higher t  lementaxes,  find  $400  billion  in  savings  from  en  it  s  and  spend  

$50  billion  on  measures  t  imulat he  economy.o st  e t  
Republicans  have  said  it is  a  one-sided  offer that shows the White House isn’t serious about the talks.  House Republicans  

this  week  made  a  counter  offer  t  includes  $800  billion  in  new  t  he  Whit  ed  ithat  ax  revenues,  bu  t  e  House  reject  ,  demanding  higher  
t  es on  t  hy.ax  rat  he  wealt  

After the floor fight,  Reid  accused McConnell  of “filibustering his own  bill,” adding that he’ll  t  o  hold  an  up-or-downry  again  t  
vot  he  debt  provision.e  on  t  -limit  

“The Senate should pass Sen.  McConnell’s proposal to give the President the authority to avoid the knock-down,  drag-out  
fight we  had  over  t  ceiling  last  a  figh  t  caused  t  -ever downgrade  of this  country’s  credit,  and  cost ourhe  debt  year  —  hat  he  first  
economy billions,” Reid said in a statement later Thursday.  

“Sen.  McConnell’s filibuster prevented  us  from  having  this  vote  today,  but I  will  continue  to  seek an  agreement to  hold  an  
up-or-down  vote on his proposal to avoid another debt ceiling debacle,” Reid added.  

This  st  ed  atory  was  updat  3:08  p.m.  

Ra  test 'Fiscaising Debt Ceiling Is  La  l Cliff' Hitch  
By  Susan  Davis  
USA Today,  December 6,  2012  
WASHINGTON  — The  lat  part  le  in  slow-moving  negot ions  t  he  end-of-year “fiscal  cliff” hinges on  theest  isan  ba  t  iat  o  avoid  t  

debt ceiling  and  whet  s  role  t he  president  horizing  t  t  sher  Congress  should  cede  it  o  t  in  aut  he  U.S.  governmen  o  increase  it  
borrowing  limit.  

“Look,  the only way we ever cut spending around here is by using the debate over the debt limit to do it.  Now the president  
wants to remove  ch  McConnell,  R-Ky.  “I  you:  It’s not going tothat spur to cut altogether,” said Senate Minority Leader  Mit  assure  
happen.”  
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T  on  the  debt  ceiling  are  in  addition  to  Democrats’  stance  that there  can  be  no  agreement  unlesshe  hardening  positions  
individual  tax  rates  rise  on  t  op  2%  of  earners.  Republicans  cont  o  oppose  higher  t  es  and  are  insthe  t  inue  t  ax  rat  ead  proposing  
new  revenue  with  a  tax  code  overhaul.  The  t  alling  negot ions,  which  bot  ies  called  gridlocked  two  issues  are  st  iat  h  part  his  week.  

OBAMAAIDES: President can’t raise debt ceiling on his own  
In  his  init  o  cut  spending  by  $4  t  Obama  included  a  reques  t  ially  endial plan  t  deficit  rillion  over 10 years,  President  o essent  

the  requirement  that Congress  vote  in  favor  of any  request  he  debt  ceiling  doesto  increase  the  nation’s  borrowing  limit.  T  not  
aut  is  t  o  meet  ing  obligat  ems  such  as  Medicare  benefit  aryhorize  new  spending.  It  he  money  required  t  exist  ions  on  it  s,  milit  
salaries  and  tax  refunds.  

White  House  spokesman  Jay Carney reiterated  Obama’s  position  that no  final  “fiscal  cliff”  deal  is  possible  wit  a  debthout  
ceiling  resolution.  “We  believe  that dealing  with  the  debt ceiling  ought to  be  part of this  end-of-the-year  package.  It ough  to  be  
done without delay and without drama,” he said.  

The  $16.4  t  ceiling  is  expect  o  hit s  limit  s,rillion  debt  ed  t  it  in  mid-February.  Obama,  backed  by  congressional  Democrat  
wants  to  remove  forever  t  hreat  as  part  e  negot ions  around  t  is  t  ion  of  the t  of default  of separat  iat  he cliff.  That  he  combinat  he Dec.  
31  expiration  of  the  George  W.  Bush-era  t  s  and  t  riggering  of  $1 .2  t  s  over  10  years  tax  cut  he  Jan.  2  t  rillion  in  spending  cut  hat  
threaten  t  he  economy  back  int  hey  occur  unalto force t  o a recession  if t  ered.  

Democrats have “at least” 51  votes in favor ofObama’s debt ceiling proposal, Sen. Charles Schumer, D-N.Y.,  said.  
Obama’s proposal  roils Republicans who  view it as a rare  leverage point to extract spending  cuts from  Democrats.  Under  

House  Speaker  John  Boehner,  R-Ohio,  t  y  has  embraced  an  informal  rule  t  any  debt ceiling  hike  must be  accompaniedhe  part  hat  
by an  equal or greater amount of cut  hat  he debt  o achieve $1 .5 ts.  Republicans used t  principle in  a 2011 deal on  t  ceiling t  rillion  in  
spending  cuts,  according  to  t  est  he  Cent  and  Policy  Priorithe  lat  analysis  from  t  er  on  Budget  ies.  

Bu  that ba  t  led  financial  markets  and  resulted  in  a Standard  & Poor’s  credit downgrade.  Tle  also  ra t  he  Bipartisan  Policy  
Center released  a report last  h t  est  ed t  ceiling ba t  he  U.S.  economy $18.9 billion  due  tmont hat  imat  he  debt  le  also  cos  t  o  higher  
interest rat  ed  t he  fightes relat  o t  .  

Allowing the debt ceiling to become a perpetual political battle could  wreak havoc on  the U.S.  economy,  Moody’s Analytics  
ChiefEconomist Mark Zandi t  he Joint  ee Thursday.old  t  Economic  Commi  t  

“In terms of the debt ceiling,  that at minimum needs to be increased unt he  ot  he  elect  would  be  niceil  t  her  side  of  t  ion,  and  it  
to extend it past the next presidential election, and it’d be even nicer than that to get rid of it altogether,” Zandi said.  

T  not  “default on  the  debt under any circumstance,”  testified Kevin  Hassett,  senior fellow at thehe  United States  should  a  
conservative  American  Enterprise  Institute.  But,  he  added,  “there’s  a  long  history  of especially parties  out  of power  using  that  
debt limit as a moment to extract concessions from the party in power.”  

McConnell  made  clear  T  on  the  debt  ceiling.  “We’rehursday  that  Republicans  will  fight  ceding  congressional  authority  
happy to have (that fight),” he said.  

McConnell Ta  rd Linekes Ha  
Veteran Sena  l-Ma  ys Re-Election Isn't Behind His Tough Tate Dea  kerSa  lk on Budget  
By  Naftali  Bendavid  
Wall St  Journal, December 7,  2012reet  
Full-t  st  he  Wall  St  Journal  are  available  t  he  link.ext ories  from  t  reet  o  Journal  subscribers  by  clicking  t  

White House Derides  GOP Request ForBudget Debate  
Daily Caller,  December 6,  2012  
Whit  s  for  t  -run  Senat o  drafte  House  spokesman  Jay  Carney  on  Thursday  derided  renewed  GOP  request  he  Democrat  e  t  

and  debat  bill.e  a  budget  
The requests “aren’t serious,” Carney told reporters at the White House press conference  Dec.  6.  
The  dismissal  reflects  the  Democrats’  desire  to  force  House  Republicans  to  negotiate  a budget fix with  President Barack  

Obama,  rat  han  wit he  fragment  ic  caucus  in  t  e.her  t  h  t  ed  Democrat  he  Senat  
That cent  rary  t he  budget  lined  in  t  ut  it  ect  eralized  process  would  be  cont  o  t  process  out  he  Cons  it ion,  but would  prot  Senat  

Democrats  from  having  to  part  e  in  unpopular  floor  vot  he  president  he  media  and  cooperaticipat  es  and  help  t  use  t  ive  businesses  
t  ors.o  increase  pressure  on  GOP  legislat  

T  be  meeting in  secret  and  then  plop down  the  floor  of the  Senate  in  the  last hour  withhe  Democrats’  strategy  “is  to  on  
some sort of coerced agreement,” Sen. JeffSessions, the leading Republican on the Senate budget committee, said Dec. 6.  

GOP  leaders  have  pushed  for  Obama  t  a  budget  he  Senat  he  House.  (RELATED:  Houseo  submit  for  review  by  t  e  and  t  
speaker  recruit  alks)s 2011  Obama for fiscal-cliff t  
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“If the president doesn’t agree with our proposals and our outline,  I think he has an obligation to send one [budget proposal]  
to  Congress  —one that can pass both houses ofCongress,” Speaker of the House John Boehner said Dec. 5.  

The  Republican  Senate  leader,  Mitch  McConnell,  has  also  pushed  t  ic  Senat  o  drafthe  Democrat  e  leader,  Harry  Reid,  t  ,  
debate  and  pass  a  budget fix  for  the  so-called  fiscal  cliff.  

The  budget commi  t  ed  any  budget  e  in  t  e.ee  has  been  sidelined  since  2009,  because  Reid  has  prevent  debat  he  Senat  
Inst  -minut  ween  House,  Whit  e  leaders  t  e  annualead,  Reid  has  used  closed-door,  last  e  deals  bet  e  House  and  Senat  o  complet  
federal  budgets.  

That st egy  has  helped  Reid  keep  t  ic  majorit  he  Senat  shields  Democrat  orat  he  Democrat  y  in  t  e,  because  it  s  from  having  t  
publicly  support unpopular  spending  during  floor  votes.  

But  the  GOP  requests  for  an  open  budget  process  are  “the  kind  of  political  games  that  aren’t  serious,”  Carney  told  
reporters  Dec.  6.  

Democrats face a “filibuster” because they don’t have 60 votes in the Senate, Carney complained.  
T  a  to  compromise  with  the  Republicanhat’s  problem  for the  White  House,  because  the  Democratic majority  would have  

minorit  could  agree  on  a  budge  t  would  lat  h  a  draft  .y  before  it  hat  er  be  merged  wit  House  budget  
“You’re  going  along  with  the  gamesmanship  here,”  Carney  snapped  at  one  reporter,  who  asked  him  about  the  GOP’s  

request for  a  budget  e.debat  
“We’re trying to be serious in  the negotiations,” he insisted,  adding that “we’ve seen  no counter-proposal” from  the GOP to  

the president’s pitch for a $1 .6 trillion  tax  increase.  
Obama’s  proposed  10-year budget plan  would  raise  taxes  by $1.6  trillion,  and  still  push  the  nation’s  debt to  $25  trillion  in  

2022,  Sessions  said  in  a  Dec.  6  speech  on  t  e  floor.he  Senat  
The  plan  t  ive  deficit hat  ot  rillion  over  t  decade,  Sessions  added.rims  only  $400  billion  from  cumulat  s  t  would  t al  $9  t  he  next  
The  budget-busting numbers in the president’s plans are hidden by careful manipulation,  Sessions argued.  
“This would not be possible if we had the [budget] plan on the floor so it could be voted in the light of day,” he said.  

'Grea  r Fa  Billt Progress' On  5-Yea  rm  
By  David  Rogers  
Politico,  December 7,  2012  
House  Agriculture  Commi  tee  Chairman  Frank  Lucas  signaled  new  opt  hatimism  t  a  deal  could  be  reached  on  a  five-year  

farm bill,  saying “great progress” has been made on the commodity title and he is looking for a year-end  budget agreemen  to  get  
over  the  finish  line.  

Wit  weeks  left  his  Congress  adjourns,  Lucas  spelled  out  ment  ilh  just  before  t  a  process  in  which  enact  could  be  delayed  unt  
early 2013 as part of a  larger deficit  ion  package.  But-reduct  a  five-year bill “can  be done and if the powers that be determine that  
it will  be  done, it will happen,” Lucas said.  

The  Oklahoma  Republican  made  his  comments  first before  a  Washingt  sponsored  by  ton  breakfast  he  Farm  Journal,  and  
Senat  ure  Commi  t  abenow  (D-Mich.)  echoed  his  opt  he  same  forum  juste  Agricult  ee  Chairwoman  Debbie  St  imism  in  a  speech  a  t  
hours  later.  

“We  are  in  a  room  working  on  the  final  pieces…and  I’m  very  encouraged,”  Stabenow  said.  “We’re  so  close,  and  I  am  
confident we will be ready.”  

If  anyt  abenow  was  more  adamant  closing  t  his  mont  he  need  for  somehing,  St  about  he  deal  t  h.  And  while  Lucas  discussed  t  
t  ion  given  t  y  of  t  abenow  resist  he  not  ension  t  wouldransit  he  complexit  he  changes  proposed  in  farm  policy,  St  ed  t  ion  of  any  ext  hat  
dist  from  complet  he  t  hand.ract  ing  t  ask  at  

Toget  h  t  erson  (D-Minn.)  and  Sen.  Pat  s  (R-Kan.),  t  wo  chairs  areher  wit heir  ranking  members,  Rep.  Collin  Pet  Robert  he  t  
focused first on  proposed  reforms t  he out ed  and  cost  em  of direct  s to  replace  t  dat  ly  subsidy  syst  cash  payment o  producers.  

The  Senate  bill,  adopted  in  lat  ions  including  a  shallow  loss  program  popular  wite  June,  offers  new  crop  insurance  opt  h  corn  
and  soybean  farmers  in  t  .  But  ed  on  also  preserving  t  ional  t  price  opt  or “price  losshe  Midwest  Lucas  has  insist  radit  arget  ions  —  
coverage” as he calls it—  hern  wheat  growers.favored  by  Sout  ,  rice  and  peanut  

The  federal  renewable  fuels  mandate  and  the  rapid  growt  he  et  ry  had  helped  underwrith  of  t  hanol  indust  e  corn  prices.  But  
Lucas  emphasized  his  own  family’s  heritage  as  Georgia  and  West  Texas  cotton  growers  and  Oklahoma’s  bitter  Dust  Bowl  
hist  —ory.  And  he  said the new revenue insurance options favored by the Midwest don’t provide adequate protection for all crops  
including those more vulnerable to big price variations like the 80’s.  

“We  have  to  get this  right,”  Lucas  said.  “We  don’t  control  the  weather but  we  do  decide  the  policy….I  want to  be  able  to  
walk up  and  down  the  street knowing  that in  my part of being  chairman  in  my tenure  in  this  body,  I  didn’t do  things  that would  
create another 1930’s another 1980’s. That’s my goal. It’s very personal. It’s very important.”  
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HEALTHCARE NEWS:  

NJ Rejects  Sta  sed Hea  ngete-ba  lth Excha  
By  Elise  Viebeck  
The Hill,  December 7,  2012  
New  Jersey  Gov.  Chris  Christie  (R)  declined  to  set  at  he  healtup  a  st e-based  insurance  exchange  under  t  hcare  law  

Thursday  — the  same  day  he  met with  President Obama  on  Hurricane  Sandy  aid.  
The  move  will  be  welcomed  by  conservat  ie  for  praising Obama’s response  to  the storm.ives  who  blamed  Christ  Sandy hit  

just before the election and distracted national media coverage from Obama’s campaign against Mitt Romney, who lost.  
In  a  st ement  ie  said  New  Jersey  would  defaul  t  he  Obama  administ ion  didat  ,  Christ  o  a  federally  run  exchange  because  t  rat  

not provide enough information on alternatives. He also said an exchange would be “extraordinarily costly” for the state in spite  of  
massive  federal  grant o  build  its t  .  

“We  will  comply  with  the  Affordable  Care  Act,  but  only  in  the  most efficient  effectand  cost  ive  way  for  New  Jersey  
taxpayers,” Christie said in a statement.  

“I  will  not ask New Jerseyans to commit today to a state-based  exchange  when  the  federal  government canno  tell  us  what  
it will  cost  hat  compares  t  her  opt  rol  t  he  st es  over  t  ion  t  comes  at,  how  t  cost  o  ot  ions,  and  how  much  cont  hey  will  give  t  at  his  opt  hat  
the  cost of our state’s taxpayers.”  

In  a  t  ie  vet  hat  o  est  he  exchange.echnical  sense,  Christ  oed  a  bill  t  would  have  begun  t  ablish  t  
At least  at  o  creat heir  own  market  are  governed  by  Republicans  who  cont  o17  st es  are  declining  t  e  t  places,  and  most  inue  t  

oppose  t  hcare  law.he  healt  
The  decisions  pose  a  huge  challenge  t he  Depart  of  Healt  st  heo  t  ment  h  and  Human  Services,  which  must ep  in  and  do  t  

work it  be up and  running by Jan.  1 ,  2014.self.  All  exchanges  must  
Christ  on  Thursday  t  h  Obama.  He  also  met  h  Whit  affie  was  in  Washingt  o  discuss  recovery  aid  wit  wit  e  House  chief  of  st  

Jack  Lew,  budget direct  s  and  ot  o  reportor  Jeffrey  Zient  her  senior  officials,  according  t  s.  

WARNEWS:  

Genera  q Dra  d CentComl Who Led Ira  wdown  To Hea  
By  Lolit  ed  Pressa  C.  Baldor,  Associat  
Associated  Press,  December 7,  2012  
WASHINGTON  (AP)  — President  apped  t  he  final  t  hdrawal  in  Iraq  tBarack  Obama  has  t  he  general  who  oversaw  t  roop  wit  o  

direc  t  he  U.S.  combat  an.he end  of t  role in  Afghanist  
Gen.  Lloyd  Austin  III,  currently  vice  chief  of  st  he  Army,  would  become  t  op  U.S.  commander  for  taff  of  t  he  nex  t  he  Middle  

East if t  e confirms his nominat  in  would be t  African-American  general t  ral Command.he  Senat  ion.  Aust  he  first  o  lead  U.S.  Cent  
An  experienced  combat leader,  Aust  he  3rd  Infant  hat  o  Baghdad  in  March  2003.  Hein  headed  t  ry  Division  t  marched  int  

returned  to  Iraq  in  February  2008  for  a  year,  and  t  here  again  in  lat  he  t  ing  then deployed t  e 2010  as t  op commander,  direct  he final  
t  hdrawal  and  t  he  war.roop wit  he end  of t  

“Lloyd  would  bring  an  important combination  of strategic thinking,  regional  knowledge  and  proven  judgment to  one  of the  
most crit  hursday.ical posts in the department,” Defense Secretary Leon Panetta said T  

Aust  an  from 2003 t  he 10t  ain  Division.in  also  served  in  Afghanist  hrough  2005,  leading  t  h  Mount  
Nearly all int  ional comba  t  o leave Afghanist  he end  of 2014.ernat  roops  are  t  an  by  t  
Copyright 2012  Associat  s  reserved.  This  mat  be  published,  broadcast  en,  ored  Press.  All  right  erial  may  not  ,  rewri  t  

redist  ed.ribut  

NewCommander For Tense Region  
By  Thom  Shanker  
NewYork Times,  December 7,  2012  
President Obama  int  o  nominat  in  III  t  he  t  he  Unit  at  ral  Command,ends  t  e  Gen.  Lloyd  J.  Aust  o  be  t  op  officer  of  t  ed  St es  Cent  

responsible  for  American  milit  ions  in  t  and  Sout  Asia,  t  agon  announced  Thursday.  Theary  operat  he  Middle  East  hwest  he  Pent  
command’s  area  of  responsibility  includes  Afghanistan,  Egypt,  Syria,  Iran  and  the  Persian  Gulf.  General  Austin,  currently  the  
Army’s  vice  chief of staff,  previously  served  as  at  ,  Defense  Secret  athe  top  commander  in  Iraq.  In  a  st ement  ary  Leon  E.  Pane  t  
described  him  as  “one  of  the  military’s  most  seasoned  combat  leaders.”  If  confirmed  by  the  Senate,  General  Austin  would  
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replace  Gen.  James  N.  Ma  tis.  Among  other  changes  in  t  ed  the  region,  Gen.  Joseph  F.  Dunford  Jr.  has  been  nominat  o  succeed  
Gen.  John  R.  Allen  as  t  an.he  commander  in  Afghanist  

Afghan Spy Chief Is Wounded In  Atta  ls Sack,  Officia  y  
By  Ma  thew  Rosenberg,  Sangar  Rahimi  And  Alissa  J.  Rubin  
NewYork Times,  December 7,  2012  
KABUL,  Afghanistan  —A Taliban  suicide bomber tried to assassinate the influential new chief of Afghanistan’s intelligence  

service  at an  agency  guest  ack  t  lefthouse  in  Kabul  on  Thursday,  officials  said,  in  a  brazen  a  t  hat  him  seriously  wounded  and  
underscored the insurgency’s ability to go after those at the highest levels of the government.  

The  a  t  Asadullah  Khalid,  who  had  jus  aken  over  t  ional  Direct  e  of  Securit  ember,  hasack  against  t  he  Nat  orat  y  in  Sept  
sidelined a man who had emerged as one of the insurgency’s fiercest opponents, as well as an implacable critic ofPakistan.  

In  his  shor  time  a  t  epped  up  clandest  aliban’s  middle- and  upper-he  reins,  Mr.  Khalid  has  st  ine  operations  against the  T  
level  leadership,  according  t  ion  officials.  He  has  also  put  he  forefront of  Afghan  and  Westerno  Afghan  and  coalit  his  agency  a  t  
efforts  to  clamp  down  on  t  ion  t  he  police,  some  of  which  have  been  a  t  ed  the  killings  of  coalit  roops  by  Afghan  soldiers  and  t  ribut  o  
Taliban  infilt ion.rat  

The National Directorate of Security said in  a statement that Mr.  Khalid had  survived  a “cowardly terrorist attack.” It offered  
no  details,  but his  wounds  appeared  subst ial:  Afghan  and  West  h  knowledge  of  his  condit  hatant  ern  officials  wit  ion  said  t  he  had  
sustained  injuries  to  his  chest  hat  a  hospitand  abdomen.  One  Afghan  official  said  t  he  arrived  bleeding  and  unconscious  at  al  run  
by  t  elligence  service.he  int  

President Hamid  Karzai,  who  is  close  t  ed  him  soon  aft  he  a  t  at  t  hiso  Mr.  Khalid,  visit  er  t  ack  and  said  in  a  st emen  hat  
condition  was  improving.  

Mr.  Khalid  was  later  flown  to  Bagram  Air  Base,  nort  he  coalith  of  Kabul,  said  Jamie  Graybeal,  a  spokesman  for  t  ion.  The  
move  was  made  t ake  advant  he  be  t  ies  available  at  he  largest  ion  bases  ino  t  age  of  t  er  medical  facilit  Bagram,  one  of  t  coalit  
Afghanistan.  

The  Taliban  claimed  responsibility  for  the  a  t  o  tack  in  an  e-mail  sen  t he  news  media.  Some  Afghan  officials,  aware  of  Mr.  
Khalid’s public criticism ofPakistan’s ambitions and influence in Afghanistan,  voiced suspicions that Pakistani interests may  have  
approved  of the a  tack  — a frequent hough most  ern  of blame aft  acks here in recent,  t  ly  unprovable,  pa  t  er  high-profile  a  t  years.  

The  a  tack  took  place  in  t  ric  t  is  home  the  Kabul  neighborhood  of  Taimani,  an  upscale  dist  hat  o  many  foreigners,  inside  one  
of the guesthouses t  Mr.  Khalid  and t  elligence direct  e use,  according t wo Westhat  he  int  orat  o  t  ern  officials.  

Mr.  Khalid,  an  ethnic  Pashtun  from  Kandahar  Province  who  has  long  been  close  t he  Karzai  family,  became  a  favorito t  e of  
Western  intelligence  officials  because  of  his  ant  as  governor  of  Kandahar  and  t  he  ministi-Taliban  record,  first  hen  as  t  er  of  border  
and  tribal  affairs.  

Neighbors  on  the  street  he  bombing  happened  on  Thursday,  bet  hat was  notwhere  t  ween  2:15  p.m.  and  3  p.m.,  said  t  it  a  
large  explosion,  but somewhat  ha  it  o  have  t  he  guestmuffled,  and  t  appeared  t  aken  place  inside  t  house.  

West  hat  ing t  h t  ment  hern  and Afghan officials said t  Mr.  Khalid had been  meet  here wit he head  ofDepart  24,  which deals wit  
borders  and  extraterrit  ivitorial  act ies.  

Tha  t  ack  occurred  inside  t  ed  t  hat  out  rust  ohe  a  t  he  house  suggest  o  some  officials  t  whoever  carried  it  was  t  ed  enough  t  
enter without  horoughly searched.  Such  a t ic would be similar t he  one  used in  t  ember 2011  assassinatbeing  t  act  o  t  he  Sept  ion  of  
Burhanuddin  Rabbani,  a  former  president and  t  he  High  Peace  Council,  whose  assassin  was  said  the  head  of  t  o  be  a  courier  
bringing  an  important message  from  t  hus  gained  ent  o  the  Taliban  leadership  and  t  rance  t he  house.  The  bomb,  hidden  in  his  
turban,  detonat  hin  a  few  feeted  wit  ofMr.  Rabbani.  

One  neighbor  who  lives  a  few  houses  from  t  house  said  t  Mr.  Khalid  frequent  ed  t  hhe  guest  hat  ly  visit  here,  arriving  alone  wit  
his  driver  in  an  armored  vehicle.  The  man,  who  refused  t  hat  ed  his  neighbors  ifo  give  his  name,  said  t  Mr.  Khalid  always  greet  
they  were  on  the  st  ,  shaking  treet  heir  hands.  

It was  not  her  anyone  was  killed  in  t  ack  or  whet  her  people  were  wounded.clear  whet  he  a  t  her  ot  
Mr.  Khalid  has  many  enemies  as  well  as  admirers,  and  he  was  accused  of  human  right  ime  ass  abuses  during  his  t  

governor  of  Kandahar,  leading  some  Afghans  and  diplomats  to  raise  object  his  elevat  o  intions  about  ion  t  elligence  chief.  
However,  t  ent  ensified  Taliban  t  in  many  areas  of  t  h  and  east  he  West  missionhe  pot ial  for  an  int  hreat  he  sout  as  t  ern  combat  
deadline  nears  led  many  in  t  o  event  o  his  appoint  .he  Afghan  Parliamen  t  ually  agree  t  ment  

Afghan Intelligence Chief Injured In  Suicide Attack  
By  Pamela  Const

on  Post  
able  

Washingt  , December 6,  2012  
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KABUL  — Afghanistan’s  national intelligence  director was  badly injured T  ahursday in  suicide  bombing in  the  capital  that  
officials  described  as  an  assassinat  empt  ha  he  bomb  exploded  as  he  was  greet  or  at  eion  a  t  ,  adding  t  t  ing  a  visit  his  privat  
guesthouse.  

A  Taliban  spokesman  assert  y  for  t  ernoon  a  t  roversial  formered  responsibilit  he  aft  ack  on  Asadullah  Khalid,  43,  a  cont  
governor  and  cabinet minist  o  t  op  int  in  Sept  Hamid  Karzai  in  a  cabineter  who  was  named  t he  t  elligence  post  ember  by  President  
shake-up.  

Government officials,  speaking  on  t  ion  of  anonymit  hey  were  not  horized  t  he  ma  the  condit  y  because  t  aut  o  discuss  t  er  
publicly,  said  t  Khalid  was  rushed  t  al  operat  he  Nat  orat  y  and  t  he  had  sufferedhat  o  a  hospit  ed  by  t  ional  Direct  e  of  Securit  hat  
mult  o  his  lower  body.iple  injuries  t  

A  police  officer  described  Khalid’s  injuries  as  severe,  but  intelligence  officials  said  they  were  not  life-t  hehreatening.  “T  
director general survived a cowardly terrorist attack,” the intelligence service said in a brief statement.  

Karzai  visited  Khalid  in  the  hospital  Thursday  evening,  telling  reporters  afterward  that the  intelligence  director’s  condition  
was  good and that he was undergoing surgery.  “We now have lots of hope that he will recover,” the president said.  

The  a  tack  recalled  the  assassinat  and  head  of  tion  of  Burhanuddin  Rabbani,  a  former  Afghan  president  he  High  Peace  
Council,  who  was  killed  in  Sept  ered  his  Kabul  residence  posing  as  a  peace  emissaryember 2011  by a  suicide  bomber who  ent  
from  the  Taliban.  The  man  detonat  he  bomb  as  Rabbani  was  greeted  t  ing  him.  

Late  Thursday,  a  spokesman  for  the  int  ha  t  he  a  telligence  service,  Shafiqullah  Tahiri,  said  t  he  suicide  bomber  in  t  ack  on  
Khalid  had  been  “representing  the  Taliban  group”  as  a  “messenger  of peace”  and  that  he  had  ostensibly  come  to  talk  to  the  
intelligence chief about “negotiations with the Afghan side.”  

Tahiri  said  t  ing  wit he  int  or  at  house.  Khalid  oft  hehe  man  blew  himself  up  while  meet  h  t  elligence  direct  his  guest  en  used  t  
heavily guarded facility,  in Kabul’s residential Taimani district, for private meetings.  

T  ensively  the attack deals a  sharp blow to Afghanistan’s highly regarded intelligence service,  which  has  been  int  rained  by  
U.S.  advisers.  It  ion is similar t hat  he FBI.s funct  o t  of t  

Khalid,  an  imposing  and  charismat  ical  figure,  was  known  as  a  leading  opponent  he  Taliban  and  had  servedic  polit  of  t  
Karzai  as  governor  of  two  provinces  that  ers  of  Taliban  act y,  Kandahar  and  Ghazni.  A  natare  cent  ivit  ive  of  Ghazni  and  a  
politician’s son, he is from the same Pashtun ethnic group as Karzai and is regarded as one of his most loyal aides.  

However,  Khalid,  who  lived  in  Nort  icism  from  human  righthern  Virginia  for  several  years,  also  drew  crit  s  groups  and  
Western  diplomats  aft  ions  surfaced  in  2010  t  he  had  run  a  secret dungeon  while  governor  of  Kandahar  and  waser  allegat  hat  
involved  in  drug  t  he  charges.  In  2007,  he  survived  anot  ion  a  t  .rafficking.  He  denied  t  her  assassinat  empt  

In  November,  the  Taliban  also  asserted  responsibilit  hat  wo  Afghan  guards.  In  ty  for  a  suicide  bombing  in  Kabul  t  killed  t  hat  
incident,  two attackers dressed in  military uniforms penetrated  one  aining  severalof the capital’s most highly secured  zones,  cont  
embassies  and  a  U.S.  military  base.  

Sayed  Salahuddin  in  Kabul  contributed  t his  reporto t  .  

Afgha Spy Chief Injured In  Assa  tion  Attemptn  ssina  
By  Maria  Abi-habib  And  Nathan  Hodge  
Wall St  Journal, December 7,  2012reet  
Full-t  st  he  Wall  St  Journal  are  available  t  he  link.ext ories  from  t  reet  o  Journal  subscribers  by  clicking  t  

Ta  nliba To Meet With Northern  Foes  
By  Yaroslav  Trofimov  And  Nathan  Hodge  
Wall St  Journal, December 7,  2012reet  
Full-t  st  he  Wall  St  Journal  are  available  t  he  link.ext ories  from  t  reet  o  Journal  subscribers  by  clicking  t  

The US Is  Aba  l Friends In  Afgha  nndoning Its Loya  nista  
By  Marshall  Wilde  

on  PostWashingt  , December 7,  2012  
The  writer is a  lawyer and  served  as Chief,  Rule of Law,  for ISAF.  
The  Unit  at  effect  an  by  deliberat  o  implemented  St es  has  abandoned  our  most  ive  and  loyal  friends  in  Afghanist  ely  failing  t  

t  ect  .  In  2011 ,  I  served  as  t  he  Int  ional  Securit  ancehe  Afghan  Allies  Prot ion  Act  he  chief  adviser  on  rule  of  law  for  t  ernat  y  Assist  
Force  in  Kabul  (ISAF).  I  witnessed  the  heroism  and  st  courage  of  our  Afghan  employees  as  t  ed  t  s  from  teadfast  hey  resist  hreat  he  
Taliban  and  from  t  .  Now,  as  we  draw  down  and  leave  t  refuses  t  sheir  own  government  hem  vulnerable,  our  government  o  follow  it  
own  laws  t  hem.o  save  t  
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The  2009  act provides  up  t  visas  for  Afghans  who  worked  for  t  ed  St es  for  at  a  yearo  7,500  special  immigrant  he  Unit  at  least  
and  who  face  an  ongoing  and  serious  t  o  t  y.  The  U.S.  Embassy  resist  he  law  was  passed,  claiminghrea  t heir  safet  ed  as  soon  as  t  
t  allowing  t  heir  spouses  and  children  t escape the threats to their lives would have  “deleterious impact”hat  hese  Afghans  and  t  o a  
on the mission.  The embassy also said it would require the strictest scrutiny of the applications, demanding “clear and convincing  
evidence” of the threat—  andard  t  hat  he  law.a  higher  st  han  t  required  by  t  

As  a  result  oday,  5,700  Afghans  have  applied  for  visas  —, by  mid-2011 ,  no  visas  had been  approved.  As  of t  and  only 32  
have  been  approved.  To  pu  t  ext  he  st  of  our  int  ion  in  Afghanist  han  80  int  ers  havehis  in  cont ,  since  t  art  ervent  an,  more  t  erpret  
been  killed  in  combat.  

During  my  time  in  Afghanistan,  my  dut  he  Afghan  governmen  t  s  own  laws.  My  counties  included  convincing  t  o  abide  by  it  ry  
adviser,  Abdul,  provided  invaluable  assist  erpret  ings  wit  ical  insight oance,  int  ing  my  meet  h  Afghan  officials  and  giving  me  crit  int  
Afghanistan’s tumultuous politics. Abdul —  ident  her t  he risk t  had previously worked forwhom  I  do  not  ify  furt  o  lessen  t  o  his  life  —  
USAID  in  one  of  t  an.  As  a  result  hers  was  kidnapped  for  ransom  byhe  more  dangerous  rural  areas  of  Afghanist  ,  one  of  his  brot  
the  Taliban.  After  Abdul  moved  t  inued  t  hreat  h  t  he  Afghan  governmento  Kabul,  he  cont  o  face  t  s  from  bot he  Taliban  and  t  ,  who  
wanted  him  to  reveal  classified  U.S.  milit  ion.  He  was  followed  around  Kabul  by  element  he  securitary  informat  s  of  t  y  forces  and  
t  ional Direct  e ofSecurit  hreat  an.he  Nat  orat  y  and  received  t  ening  phone  calls  from  phone  numbers  in  Iran  and  Pakist  

One  day,  upon  returning  from  work  at ISAF,  Abdul  discovered  a  Taliban  member  in  his  house,  searching  for  information.  
He  called  t  hey  prompt  ed  t  ruder  bu  hen  det  han  12he  police;  t  ly  arrest  he  int  t  ained  Abdul,  his  wife  and  his  children  for  more  t  
hours.  ISAF  had  t  ervene  t  ook  a  bribe  t  he  Taliban  member,  and  Abdulo  int  o  secure  his  release.  The  police  allegedly  t  o  release  t  
subsequently  received dozens  of death  threats.  In  a separate  incident,  Abdul’s  sister was  aliban,  who  calleddetained  by the  T  
Abdul  to  try  t  o  secure  t  s  from  Afghan  custo  force  him  t  he  release  of  insurgent  ody.  

Abdul  continues  to  work  for  t  ,  promot  he  rule  of  law  in  Afghanisthe  U.S.  government  ing  democracy  and  t  an.  He  and  his  
family  face  death  every  day.  More  than  a  year  ago,  t  yethey  applied  for  U.S.  visas:  They  have  not  been  approved.  

I  found  it difficul  t ell  t  o  obey  it  was  clear  t  ha  t  ed  St es  was  noto  t  he  Afghan  governmen  t  s  laws  when  it  o  me  t  he  Unit  at  
doing  the  same.  It is  apparen  t  he  St e  Depart  has  no  int ion  of  implement  he  Afghan  Allies  Prot ion  Ac  tha  t  at  ment  ent  ing  t  ect  o  
save Abdul,  his family or t  housands ofAfghans who help us every day.he  t  

This  abject moral  failure  reflect  ry  and  t  ens  our  abilit o  recruit  he  futs  poorly  on  us  as  a  count  hreat  y  t  allies  in  t  ure.  How  will  we  
prevent anot  ghazi-style attack when  no  locals will  work with  us because we  won’t protect them? How will  we  capitalizeher  Ben-
on  t  hout  o  help  us  underst  he  local  language  and  polit  her  count  ohe  Arab  Spring  wit  locals  t  and  t  ics?  How  can  we  push  ot  ries  t  
observe  t  follow  our  own?he  rule  of  law  when  we  so  clearly  do  not  

While  I  made  it home  safely,  Abdul  cont  o  face  danger  every  day.inues  t  

Not Yet Time ForWomen  To Serve In  Infantry  
By  Robert H.  Scales  

on  PostWashingt  , December 7,  2012  
The writ  ired Armymajor general,  is a former commandant  he ArmyWarCollege.er,  a ret  of t  
Recently  The  Post report  hat  he  Army,  t  h  Purple  Hearted  t  four  women  serving  in  t  wo  wit  s,  had  filed  a  federal  lawsuit  

seeking  to  overturn  the  military’s  combat  exclusion  policy.  “Combat exclusion”  is  code  for being  kept from  serving  in  the  close-
combat arms  of  t  s  are  made  up  of  soldiers  whose  purpose  is  t  he  enemyhe  Army,  Marines  and  special  forces.  These  unit  o  kill  t  
direct  ually  all  of  tly.  They  also  do  virt  he  military’s dying: Since the end ofWorld War II,  four out of five combat deaths suffered by  
men  and  women  serving  in  the  U.S.  military  have  been  in  t  ry,  which  includes  more  t  of  t  ive-duthe  infant  han  6  percent  he  act  y  
military.  

I’m torn by this issue. My family  has  served  in  the  military  for  t  ions.  My  fat  in  World  War  II  and  rethree  generat  her  fought  ired  
a  colonel.  Both  of  my  kids  served  as  officers.  Both  commanded  t  alions,  at  and  Notheir  ROTC  ba  t  Wake  Forest  re  Dame,  
respect  h  were  parat  h  served  in  combat divisions,  one  in  Bosnia  and  Kosovo.  And  both  are  women.ively.  Bot  roopers.  Bot  

So I  have some  emotional  skin  in  this game.  First,  I’m  disturbed that these  four soldiers  are using the  courts to decide the  
issue.  The  court  he  law  of  t  hey  know  not  close  combat  he  int  ing  and  dyings  know  t  he  land,  bu  t  hing  about  and  t  imacies  of  fight  
within  a  small  unit.  Second,  while  t  acular  job  of  int  ing  minorithe  ground  services  have  done  a  spect  egrat  ies  including  African  
Americans,  Hispanics  and  now  gays,  they  still  have  a  long  way  t  o  achieve  percept  y  for  to  go  t  ual  equalit  he  female  rank  and  file.  
One  need  only  read  t  at ics  about  s  among  serving  women  t  he  case.he  st ist  personal  assault  o  make  t  

Today  women  are  excluded  from  t  he  ground  services:  art  ry.  I  have  no  problemhree  branches  of  t  illery,  armor  and  infant  
with integrat  o t  illery.  I commanded  an  art  he 1980s where women  served  as gunners.  Fifting  women  int he  art  illery  brigade  in  t  een  
ofmy ba tery commanders were women,  and they performed  spect  ill hear from  some of t  ired  recentacularly.  I  st  hem  who  ret  ly  as  
colonels.  Art  he purpose of t  le is t  a dist  enemy,  notillery  is  okay  for  women  because  t  he  guns  in  ba  t  o  deliver  firepower  against  ant  
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to  engage  in  close  combat.  Some  do,  t  he  Silver  St  illery  firebase  in  Vieto  be  sure.  I  received  t  ar  for  defending  my  art  nam.  But  
artillery  close  combat is  incidental.  

Infantry and armor soldiers alone do virtually all the intimate killing.  Here’s where the issue gets hard forme.  Intimate killing  
is  done  in  small  units,  normally  squads  and  teams.  In  t  s  t  and  oft  for  counthese  engagement hey  fight  en  die  not  ry  or  mission  but  
for each other.  We borrow a phrase from Shakespeare’s “Henry V” and term this phenomenon the “band of brothers effect.” This  
is  t  ial  glue  in  milit  ure  t  causes  a  young  man  t  hat  survive.he  essent  ary  cult  hat  o  sacrifice  his  life  willingly  so  t  his  buddies  might  
Contemporary  history  suggest hat  ry  unit  equally  well  when  made  up  of  soldiers  of  different hnicits  t  U.S.  infant  s  fight  et  ies,  
cultures,  intelligence  and  social  background.  The  evidence  is  also  solid  t  gays  make  just  rymen  as  do  sthat  as  good  infant  raight  
men.  

I’ve  been  studying  the  band  of brothers  effect for almost 40  years  and  have  written  extensively on  the  subject.  We  know  
t  ime  t  her  allows  effect  or “battle buddies,” to use the common  Army term.  We know that four solid buddyha  t  oget  ive  pairings  —  
pairings  led  by  a  sergeant compose  a  nine-man,  ba  t  ly  larger.  We  know  from  watle-ready  squad.  The  Marine  squad  is  slight  ching  
Ranger  and  special  forces  t  hat  en  spont  he  human  formula  t  ensures  successfulraining  t  buddy  groups  form  oft  aneously.  Bu  t  hat  
buddy  pairings  is  still  a  mystery,  and  that’s  the  key  stumbling  block  in  the  debate.  Veteran  SEALs,  special  forces,  Rangers,  
t  rymen  will  swear  t  t  e,  premedit ed  and  brut  of  int  e  killing  is  a  male-onlyankers  and  line  infant  hat he  deliberat  at  al  act  imat  
occupation.  But no  one  can  prove  it  h  dat  est  a  exist  he  Unit  atwit  a  from  empirical  t s  because  no  such  dat  from  t  ed  St es.  They  just  
know intuitively from battlefield experience that it’s true.  

T be  sure,  soldiers  may be  fit,  they may be  skilled  and  they may be able  to “hang.” Many have  proved  with  theiro  women  
lives  t  hey  are  willing  t  he  ult  e  sacrifice.  But  ions  of  formerha  t  o  make  t  imat  our  senior  ground-force  leaders,  as  well  as  generat  
close  combat vet  ually  unit  :  The  precious  and  indefinable  band  oferans  from  all  of  our  previous  wars,  are  virt  ed  on  one  point  
brothers  effect so  essent  o  winning  in  close  combat  hin  mixed-gender  infantial  t  would  be  irreparably  compromised  wit  ry  squads.  

The  military  has  only  about 7,000  squads.  This  t  an.  For  thin  red  line  is  already  fragile  from  overuse  in  Iraq  and  Afghanist  he  
moment I have to side with my infantry comrades in arms.  elyLet’s get the data,  study the band of brothers effect to make absolut  
sure  women  will  fit in  before  we  t  he  plunge  —ake  t  and for heaven’s  sake  keep the  decision  away from  lawyers  and  judges.  Of  
course,  one ofmy combat daught  bot  hem  reluct ly agree wit  ion.ers is now a lawyer.  But  h of t  ant  h my caut  

Two Important Steps ForWomen  
NewYork Times,  December 7,  2012  
The  version  of  t  ional  Defense  Aut  ion  Act  his  week  by  t  e  cont  wo  import  provisionshe  Nat  horizat  approved  t  he  Senat  ains  t  ant  

promoting  equitable  t  ment  h  merit  ent  he  final  bill  now  being  negot ed  by  a  House-Senatreat  of  women.  Bot  ret ion  in  t  iat  e  
conference  commi  tee.  

The first provision  would  end  an  injustice to women  who serve in  America’s military.  Offered by Senator Jeanne Shaheen,  
a  New  Hampshire  Democrat,  it would  lif  t  at ory  ban  t  denies  female  service  members  coverage  for  aborthe  st ut  hat  ions  in  cases  
of rape and incest. Under current law, military health plans pay for abortions only when a pregnancy endangers a woman’s life.  

The  change  should  not be  cont  he  serious  problem  of  sexual  assault  wouldroversial,  given  t  among  service  members.  All  it  
do,  essentially,  is  give  military  women  t  he  federal  governmenthe  same  coverage  now  afforded  civilians  who  work  for  t  ,  rely  on  
Medicaid  or  women  who  are  raped  while  serving  time  in  prison.  

The  provision  was  supported  by  Senator  John  McCain  of  Arizona,  t  he  Senathe  ranking  Republican  on  t  e  Armed  Services  
Commi  t  he  commi  t  earlier  t  ence  t  it  he  final  bill  will  be  crit  oee,  when  t  ee  approved  it  his  year.  His  insist  hat remain  in  t  ical  t  
ensuring  that sexual  assault  ims  in  t  ary  be  t  ed  wit  he  det  ion  of  Republican  members  of  tvict  he  milit  reat  h  fairness.  Bu  t  erminat  he  
House  to  block  abortion  services  should  not  imatbe  underest  ed.  

The  other  provision  offers  hope  for  the  Afghan  women  who  fear  t  o  harsh  custhey  will  be  even  more  vulnerable  t  oms  and  
t  hem  aft  roops  wit  an.he  men  who  impose  t  er  American  t  hdraw  from  Afghanist  

Women’s rights have made modest gains in the past decade as more women  attended  school,  received better health  care  
and  were  allowed  to  move  abou  their  communit  hese  advances  could  be  eroded  wit  conties  more  freely.  Bu  t  hout  inued  support  
from  Afghan  and  American  leaders.  

A  valuable  amendmen  to  the  Senat  ors  Bob  Casey,  a  Democrate  bill  sponsored  by  Senat  of  Pennsylvania,  and  Kay  Bailey  
Hutchison,  a  Republican  of  Texas,  and  championed  by  Amnesty  Int  ional,  would  require  t  agon  t  raternat  he  Pent  o  develop  a  st egy  
to  protec  t  e  securit  roops  are  withese  gains  and  promot  y  for  women  as  t  hdrawn.  

There  is  no  good  reason  to  drop  this  provision,  which  calls  for  t  ion  of  dathe  collect  a  on  women’s  security  and  using  that  
data in  decisions abou  transferring  areas of t  ry from  American  t  rol.  It  raining Afghan  securithe  count  o  Afghan  cont  also  calls  for  t  y  
forces on women’s rights, holding forces accountable for violations,  recruiting more women  he  Army  and  police  and  providingfor  t  
semiannual  st us  report o  Congress.at  s t  
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OTHERNEWS:  

Lea  tive DeMint Resigning Sena  tding Conserva  te Sea  
By  Donna  Cassat  ed  Pressa,  Associat  
Associated  Press,  December 6,  2012  
WASHINGTON  (AP)  — Sen.  Jim  DeMint  ron  saint  he  t  y  and  a  would-be  Republican  kingmaker,  announced,  pat  of  t  ea  part  

suddenly T  hink  thursday he would  resign  his South Carolina  seat to head Washington’s conservative  Heritage  Foundation  t  ank,  
a  shif  t  reverberat  hrough  a  soul-searching  GOP.hat  ed t  

Jus  t  o  a  second,  six-year  t  said  he  would  st  o  helm  Herit  inuingwo  years  int  erm,  DeMint  ep  down  on  Jan.  1  t  age  while  cont  
t  ive  fight  o  hurry  home  t  h  Carolina  nearly  every  weekend,  had  signaledhe  conservat  .  The  61-year-old  lawmaker,  known  t  o  Sout  
t  his  t  ,  but  announcement  Republican  colleagues.ha  t  erm  would  be  his  last  his  abrupt  shocked  even  his  closest  

“When  he  told  me  this  morning,  I  about  fell  off  my  couch,”  said  South  Carolina’s  other  senator,  Republican  Lindsey  
Graham. “I didn’t see this coming.”  

Prizing  ideology  over  elect  y,  DeMint  imes  infuriat  habilit  somet  ed  fellow  Republicans,  picking  sides  in  GOP  primaries  wit  
decidedly  mixed  result  ience  for  cent  Republicans,  pushing  t  y  t he  right  ess.  He  had  no  pat  rist  he  part o  t  while  bankrolling  candidat  
with  millions  from  his  political  act  ee,  t  e  Conservation  commi  t  he  Senat  ives  Fund.  

In 2010,  candidat  ly support  he GOP eminent  s.  This year,  DeMint  er success.es  he  ardent  ed  cos  t  ly  winnable  seat  had  be  t  
“One  of the  most  rewarding  things  I’ve  done  in  the  Senate  is  work  with  the  grassroots  to  help  elect  a  new  generation  of  

leaders who have the courage to fight for the principles of freedom that make this country so great,” DeMint said in  his statement  
announcing his departure.  “I’m confident these senators will continue the legacy of conservative leaders before them.”  

DeMint also  has  somet  horn  in  t  ion,  jus  t  icizing  House  Speaker  Johnimes  been  a  t  he  GOP  side  on  legislat  his  week  crit  
Boehner’s “fiscal cliff’ count  o  President  hat  ax  revenue  $800  billion  as  crushing  for  Americaneroffer  t  Barack  Obama  t  would  raise  t  
jobs.  

DeMint’s departure creates an  opening for a new generation of hard-charging  conservat  he  Senat  Rand  Paul  ofives in  t  e  —  
Kentucky,  Mike  Lee  of  Utah  and  soon-t  rong  conservat  is  pi  t  to-be  Sen.  Ted  Cruz  of  Texas.  The  st  ive  element  ed  agains  he  
establishment as  the  Republican  Party tries  to  figure  out its  next moves  after this  year’s  defeat in  the  presidential  race  heand t  
loss  of  congressional  seats.  

Shocked  Senat  oo  court  o  say  good  riddance  t  ,  but  clear  t  here  weree  Republicans  were  t  eous  t  o  DeMint  a  few  made  it  ha  t  
still hard feelings over the senator’s political moves.  

“I  won,”  Sen.  Lisa  Murkowski,  R-Alaska,  said  tersely  when  asked  about DeMint backing  her  Republican  primary  rival  Joe  
Miller in 2010,  forcing her t  e-in candidato  run  as  a  writ  e.  

Democrats pointed  out that they increased  their numbers  in  this  year’s elections  and  will hold  a  he  Senat55-45  edge  in  t  e  
next year.  

“His effect on  the  system  may have  been  more  beneficial  to  Democrats  than  to  Republicans,”  said  Sen.  Chuck Schumer,  
D-N.Y.  

Sen.  John  Cornyn,  R-Texas,  who headed the National Republican Senat  ee in  2010 and torial  Commi  t  his  year,  said  he  and  
DeMint  agreed  as  conservatives  “on  95  percent  of the  issues,  it’s  a  lot  of it has  to  do  with  tactics  to  advance  the  conservative  
cause  through the electoral process. I wish him well.”  

Delaware  and  Colorado  in  2010  are  sore  points  for  Republicans  who  were  certain  t  he  Democrathey  could  win  t  ic-held  
seats.  DeMint  backed  Christine  O’Donnell  who  prevailed  over  the  more  electable  Rep.  Mike  Castle  in  the  GOP  primary;  
Democrat Chris Coons easily beat O’Donnell that November.  

In  Colorado,  DeMint support  ive  Ken  Buck  who  st  Democrat  .ed  conservat  umbled  in  his  race  against  ic  Sen.  Michael  Bennet  
Yet for  t  s,  t  heir  seat o  DeMint  hey  expressed  appreciathe  defeat here  are  several  Republicans  who  owe  t  s  t  ,  and  t  ion  for  a  

man  t  he chief inst  or of t  ea part  .hey  consider  t  igat  he  t  y  movement  
“We  have  a much  bigger liberty caucus  in  the  Senate  than  we  did  before,” Paul  said.  “I  think a  lot of that is thanks  to  Jim  

DeMint.”  
Said Florida’s Marco Rubio:  “I  would not be in the U.S. Senate had it not been for Jim DeMint taking a shot on me.”  
In  an  int  h  conservat  Rush  Limbaugh,  DeMint  rat  h  t  y  whenerview  wit  ive  radio  host  said  he  was  frust ed  wit he  Republican  Part  

it held  t  y  during  t  rathe  majorit  he  George  W.  Bush  administ ion.  
“It’s  part  frustration,  but  I  am  also  reassured  that  we  have  now  stocked  the  Senate  with  some  of  the  strongest  

conservatives in the country today and that’s a big change.  So I’m leaving the Senate better than I found it,” DeMint said.  
Senat  ch McConnell  ofKent  forced Washingt  o address economic issues.e  Republican  leader  Mit  ucky  said  DeMint  on  t  
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“There is no question in my mind that he raised the profile of important issues like spending and debt and helped galvanize  
the American people against a big government agenda,” McConnell said in a statement.  

DeMint’s  exit  ensures  a  far  more  lucrative  future  for him  than  the  annual  Senate  salary  of $174,000.  Edwin  Feulner,  the  
man  DeMint will  replace,  made  more  t  year.han  $1 .2 million  last  

DeMint’s decision creates an opening in South Carolina and the prospect of two elections in November 2014.  
Republican  Gov.  Nikki  Haley  will  pick  a  successor  to  serve  two  years  unt he  next  ion.  Among  t  entil  t  elect  he  pot ial  

candidates  are  several  House  members,  including  Rep.  Tim  Sco  t,  who  would  be  t  African-American  Republican  senathe  first  or  
in  decades.  

The opening also ensures that much of the state’s attention  will be focused on that race while Graham seeks another term.  
A  primary  challenge  t  hough  he  and  DeMint  imes.o  Graham  now  seems  unlikely  alt  have  clashed  a  t  

“You  could  say what you  like about the tea  party,  but without the tea  party none  of us would be talking  about fiscal issues  
like we are today,” Graham said.  “Jim’s biggest legacy is creating energy for those who believe in limited government.”  

Graham  called  DeMint  “a  strong  voice.  He  didn’t  mind  disagreeing  with  his  colleagues.  At  the  end  of  day  I  think  the  
movement that Jim helped start is going to be alive and well in 2014.”  

DeMint had  recent  epped  aside  as  head  of  t  eering  Commi  t  he  chairmanship  t  -ly  st  he  Republican  St  ee,  handing  off  t  o  first  
t  Toomey,  a  conservat  he  Pennsylvania  seat held  by  Sen.  Arlen  Specter.erm  Sen.  Pat  ive he backed for t  

DeMint was  poised  t  he  t  he  Senat  at  ee  wito  become  t  op  Republican  on  t  e  Commerce,  Science  and  Transport ion  Commi  t  h  
the  retirement  chison  of  Texas  and  Olympia  Snowe  of  Maine.  The  posits  of  Sens.  Kay  Bailey  Hut  ion  would  have  given  him  a  
major  say  over  highways,  the  Coast Guard  and  navigation  issues.  

Republican  Sen.  Richard Shelby of Alabama,  who has been  in  the Senate  since 1987,  said DeMint’s decision  reflects  the  
markedly  different outlooks  of various  lawmakers.  

“People  have  different mind-sets,  different goals,”  Shelby said.  “Some  people  come  erm  or t  erms,  or a  tup for a  t  wo  t  erm  
and  a  half  and  leave  and  go  on  t  hings.  Some  people  come  up  t  ance  runners,  t  oo  differen  t  o  be  long-dist  o  make  a  difference,  t  
workwithin the institution.”  

Joked  Sen.  Roy  Blunt,  R-Mo.:  “I think it’s actually a good fit and it moves me up in the Commerce Committee.”  
Explore  Relat  ented  Cont  
1  — 4  of 20  
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DeMintWill Lea  te To Run  The Herita  tionve Sena  ge Founda  
By  Jennifer  Steinhauer  
NewYork Times,  December 7,  2012  
WASHINGTON  — Senat  ,  t  ive  Republican  from  Sout  e  t  yor  Jim  DeMint he  conservat  h  Carolina  who  helped  ignit he  Tea  Part  

movement,  will  leave  the  Senat o  become  president  he  Herit  ion,  a  conservate t  of t  age Foundat  ive research group.  
Mr.  DeMint —  o  a  bit  ive  Republicans,  oft  he  expense  ofwho  has  fashioned  himself  int  of  a  kingmaker  for  conservat  en  a  t  

his  own  Republican  colleagues  —  now  finds  himself  wit  able  and  well-paying  perch  t  will  provide  a  plat  oh  a  comfort  hat  form  t  
cont  s  t  he  Republican  Part o  t  .inue  his  effort o  push  t  y  t he  right  

His  imminent depart  o  oppose  even  more  loudly  a  big  budget  hat  ax  revenuesure  will  allow  him  t  deal  t  includes  higher  t  
sought by  President Obama.  He  has  been  among  the  biggest critics  of  a  deal  proffered  by  House  Speaker  John  A.  Boehner  to  
address  the  impending  fiscal  crisis  by  generating  at  $800  billion  in  new  tleast  ax  revenue.  

“I’m  leaving  the  Senate  now,  but I’m  not leaving  the  fight,”  Mr.  DeMint  said  in  a prepared  statement.  “I’ve  decided  to  join  
The  Herit  ion  at  ime  when  t  ive  movement  rong  leadership  in  t  le  of  ideas.  Noage  Foundat  a  t  he  conservat  needs  st  he  ba  t  
organizat  er  equipped  t  his  fight  he  privat  or  as  aion  is  be  t  o  lead  t  ,  and  I  believe  my  experience  in  public  office  as  well  as  in  t  e  sect  
business  owner  will  help Heritage become even more effective in the years to come.”  

A  hero  t  ies,  Mr.  DeMint  rat  e  colleagues  by  eagerly  backingo  many  Republicans  for  his  fund-raising  abilit  frust ed  Senat  
Republican  candidat  his  year,  contes like Sharron Angle ofNevada in  2010 and Richard Mourdock of Indiana t  enders who proved  
t  ive  t  ed  st ewide.  The  losses  by  Ms.  Angle  and  Mr.  Mourdock  and  ot  es  endorsed  by  Mr.oo  conservat  o  be  elect  at  her  candidat  
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DeMint hurt  he  last wo  elect  heir  effort o  ret  he  Senat  hough  he  successfully  backedRepublicans  in  t  t  ions  in  t  s t  ake  t  e,  t  
conservat  es  in  Florida,  Texas  and  Utive  candidat  ah.  

“The truth is that Jim DeMint’s philosophy on everything from Medicare to women’s reproductive rights,  as embodied by his  
handpicked  candidates  for  Congress,  has  been  rejected by voters,”  said  Senator Patty Murray of Washington,  who  headed  the  
Democrat  orial  Campaign  Commi  t  his  year.ic  Senat  ee  t  

The  costly Senate  defeats,  as well  as  Mr.  DeMint’s proclivity for gumming  up legislation  on  the  floor,  stunted  his  chances  
for  leadership  in  t  e,  and  his  influence  may  well  be  enhanced  from  t  side.he  Senat  he  out  

Gov.  Nikki  Haley  of  South  Carolina,  a  Republican,  will  now  be  compelled  to  appoint  hen  run  ta  successor  who  would  t  o  
maintain  the seat  ion  in  2014,  when  t  or Lindsey Graham,  t  or from  t  atin  a  special  elect  he  Republican  Senat  he  senior  senat  he  st e,  
will  also  be  up  for  re-election.  Aides said that Ms. Haley was surprised by Mr. DeMint’s sudden announcement.  

South  Carolina  is  a  small  stat  ically  speaking,  and  almost  he  House  delegate,  polit  every  Republican  member  of  t  ion,  many  
of t  o Mr.  DeMint  ically and personally,  are possible fill-ins.hem  close  t  polit  

Represent ive  Tim  Sco  t  on  who  is  well  known  around  t  at  heat  is  a  popular  freshman  from  Charlest  he  st e  from  his  year  in  t  
South  Carolina  General  Assembly.  The  first African-American  Republican  t  at  ructo  serve  his  st e  since  Reconst  ion,  Mr.  Sco  t  
could  give  Republicans  a  high-profile  black  member  in  t  e,  which  current  herhe  Senat  ly  has  no  African-American  member  from  eit  
part  is  believed to have other ambitions,  including a possible run at the governor’s mansion.y.  Mr.  Sco t  

Ms.  Haley  could  also  look  to  Representat  ics  align  closely  witive  Mick  Mulvaney,  also  a  freshman,  whose  polit  h  Mr.  DeMint  
but who  is  viewed  by  House  Republican  leadership  as  less  of  a  obst  ionist  en  vot  itruct  ,  even  as  he  oft  es  against s  leaders.  Mr.  
Mulvaney  is  among  the  more  active  members  of  his  delegat  ,  unlike  Mr.  Sco  tion  and  House  freshmen.  But  ,  Mr.  Mulvaney  has  no  
pre-exist  ionship  t  at  ionships  ma  t  perhaps  a  more  likelying  relat  o  Ms.  Haley  in  a  job  and  st e  where  relat  er,  making  Mr.  Sco  t  
choice  

Mr.  DeMint  “has  served  South  Carolina  and  the  national  conservative  movement exceptionally  well,”  said  Ms.  Haley in  a  
statement.  “His  voice  for  freedom  and  limited  government  has  been  a  true  inspiration.  On  a  personal  level,  I  value  Jim’s  
leadership  and  friendship.  Our state’s  loss  is  the  Heritage  Foundation’s  gain.  I  wish  Jim  and  Heritage  all  the  best in  continuing  
our shared commitment to America’s greatness.”  

Represent ive  Trey  Gowdy,  another South Carolina  freshman,  said he  not interested.  “I know  Gov.  Nikki Haley  willat  was  
make  the  decision  that is  best for South Carolina,”  he  said in  a  herestatement,  “and I  pray the  Lord  will give  her wisdom.  T  are  
scores  of  t  ed  women  and  men  in  Sout  o  be  considered.  I  hope  she  will  consider  my  fouralent  h  Carolina  who  are  qualified  t  
Congressional colleagues Tim Scott, Mick Mulvaney, JeffDuncan, or Joe Wilson.”  

The  distraction  of  a  new  seat  aken  some  posit  hatmay  well  save  Mr.  Graham,  who  has  t  ions  t  have  drawn  fire  in  his  very  
conservative state.  Mr.  Graham  told a  hursday that when  Mr.  DeMint,  whom  he called  “irreplaceable inlocal  radio station  T  many  
ways,” told him the news, he said,  “Don’t tell me what you’re about to tell me.”  

Mr.  DeMint will depar  t  e in  January.  He replaces  Edwin  J.  Feulner,  71 ,  who will  cont  ime as chairman  ofhe  Senat  inue  par  -t  
the foundation’s Asian Studies Center.  

Jim  DeMint Resigning From  Sena  d Conserva  nkte To Hea  tive Think Ta  
By  Paul  Kane  And  David  Fahrent

on  Post  
hold  

Washingt  , December 6,  2012  
Sen.  Jim  DeMint (R-S.C.),  a  leading  conservat  he  Senat  in  January  t  he  nextive  voice  in  t  e,  will  resign  his  seat  o  become  t  

president of t  ive t  ank t  age Foundat  h far-reaching implicathe  conservat  hink  t  he  Herit  ion,  a  sudden  move  wit  ions.  
“It’s been  an  honor to serve the people of South Carolina in  the United States Senate for the past eight years,  but now it’s  

time  for  me  to  pass  the  torch  to  someone  else  and  take  on  a  new  role  in  the  fight  for  America’s  future,”  DeMint  said  in  a  
st ementat  Thursday  morning.  

“I’m  leaving the Senate now,  but I’m  not leaving the fight,” he continued.  “I’ve decided to join  The Heritage Foundation  at a  
t  he  conservat  needs  st  he  ba  t  ion  is  be  t  o  leadime  when  t  ive  movement  rong  leadership  in  t  le  of  ideas.  No  organizat  er  equipped  t  
t  and  I  believe  my  experience  in  public  office  as  well  as  in  t  e  sect  agehis  fight  he  privat  or  as  a  business  owner  will  help  Herit  
become even more effective in the years to come.”  

DeMint’s departure comes during  a  s  rankscritical moment for the conservative movement and leaves uncertainty among  it  
in  the  Senate.  Aft  he  t  y  movement  a  deep  impact  he  2010  midt  ions,  iter  t  ea  part  left  on  t  erm  elect  s  influence  faded  in  2012.  
Meanwhile,  the  debate  over  the  “fiscal  cliff”  is  raging  in  Congress,  with  Democrats  pressing  Republicans  to  join  them  in  
supporting  tax  increases  for  t  hy,  a  proposal  conservathe  wealt  ives  have  decried.  

The  Wall  Street  Journal  first  reported  the  news  of DeMint’s  resignation.  DeMint  will  succeed  Ed  Feulner,  who  has  been  
president of t  ion  since 1977.  Feulnerwill departhe  foundat  in  April.  
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“T  —  homas  A.his  is  a  crucial  moment  for  America  and  for  the  conservative  movement  and  we  are  seizing  it,”  said  T  
Saunders,  chairman  of the  Heritage  Foundation’s  board.  “Ed  Feulner  has  made  Heritage  not  just  a  permanent  institution  on  
Capitol Hill, but the flagship organization of the entire conservative movement.”  

DeMint elaborat  erview  wit  ive  t  Rush  Limbaugh  on  Thursday  afted  on  his  decision  in  an  int  h  conservat  alk  radio  host  ernoon,  
underscoring  a  desire  to  use  his  new  platform  t  he  way  conservat  e  to  improve  t  ives  communicat heir  ideas,  an  area  where  he  
t  hey  have  fallen  shorthinks  t  .  

“I  think  the  problem  is,  as  conservatives,  we  have  not  taken  enough  control  of  our  message  and  our  ideas  and  
communicated them directly to the American people,” he told Limbaugh. “That’s what we want to do at Heritage.”  

First elect  ed in  2010,  DeMint  he conservat  he upper chamber,  a role  heed  in  2004  and  easily  reelect  has  led  t  ive  charge  in  t  
has  embraced  and  one  which  has  oft  him  at  h  Republican  leadership.en  put  odds  wit  

Seen  heading  t  he  Senat  e  Minorit  ch  McConnell  (R-Ky.)o  his  office  near  t  e  chamber  Thursday  morning,  Senat  y  Leader  Mit  
did  not respond  t  ions  about  ,  keeping  t  radit  er  quest  he  halls.o  quest  DeMint  o  his  t  ion  of  ignoring  report  ions  while  walking  t  

But  McConnell  later  released  a  statement  thanking  DeMint,  “for  his  uncompromising  service  to  South  Carolina  and  our  
country  in  the  Unit  at  e.  Jim  helped  provide  a  powerful  voice  for  conservat  own  where  ted  St es  Senat  ive  ideals  in  a  t  hose  principles  
are too often hidden beneath business as usual.”  

According  to  a  Washington  Post  h,  DeMint  he  poorest members  of  Congress.  Hisanalysis  of  congressional  wealt  is  among  t  
estimated  wealth  in  2010  was  $40,501 .  He  could  stand  to  receive  a significant bump in  pay in  his  new position.  Feulner’s  total  
2010 compensat  age was more t  ax records show.ion  package  from  Herit  han  $1  million,  t  

Finances also may have been a  he group’s financial model is built uponfactor in Heritage’s decision to bring on DeMint.  T  a  
foundat  mail  t  ive  act  s,  over  whom  DeMint  influence.ion  of direct  o conservat  ivist  exercises great  

Before  joining  t  e,  DeMint  represented  South  Carolina’s  4th  District  in  the  House  of  Representatives.  Prior  tohe  Senat  
entering  politics,  he  worked  in  market  old  t  reet  hat  ed  about  age  Foundatresearch,  and  he  t  he  Wall  St  Journal  t  he  is  excit  Herit  ion  
research and working to “translate t  o  real-life demonstrations of things that work.”hose  policy  papers  int  

Leadership  aides  said  DeMint called  McConnell  on  Thursday  morning  wit  will  serve  as  th  his  news.  DeMint  he  boss  of  
McConnell’s wife, Elaine Chao, the former labor secretary, who is a Herit  inguished  fellow.age  dist  

T  to  his  state’s Republican  governor,  Nikki Haley.  Haley willhe  responsibility to  fill DeMint’s  vacancy in  the  Senate  will fall  
appoint a  replacemen  o  serve  unt he  next  ion,  in  2014.  That  h  Carolina  will  have  t  et  il  t  general  elect  means  Sout  wo  Senat  
elections  in  2014,  with Sen.  Lindsey O.  Graham  (R)  also  up for reelect  hat  hanked DeMint for his  service  onion  t  year.  Graham  t  
t  e  floor  on  Thursday.he  Senat  

Some  names  that are  likely  t  ossed  around  as  possible  replacement  ,  who  would  become  to  be  t  s  include  Rep.  Tim  Sco  t  he  
only black senator and  the first black Republican  senator since the 1970s,  and  members of the state’s House delegation,  which  
includes Reps.  Joe Wilson,  JeffDuncan  and  MickMulvaney.  

DeMint privat  old  st e  Republican  officials  t  he  want  t  o  a  Soutely  has  t  at  hat  s  Sco  o  succeed  him,  according  t  h  Carolina  
Republican  operat  h knowledge of t  ions.ive  wit  he  conversat  

“Jim DeMint has said he wants T  —  he ball is in Governor Haley’s court. Does  she  goim Scott  period,” the operative said.  “T  
with the status quo and appoint Scott? I think it would be hard not to.”  

Bu  t  ive,  who  request  y  because  he  was  not  horized  t  int  ions,he  operat  ed  anonymit  aut  o  speak  publicly  about ernal  deliberat  
said  Haley  also  may  appoint a  placeholder  t  il  t  ion;  t  orneyo serve  unt he  2014  elect  wo  names  under  discussion  are  former  a t  
general Henry McMaster and former ambassador David Wilkins.  T  set off what the operative called  “a  massive brawl”hat would  
of a GOP primary for t  .he  open  seat  

In  a  st ement  said:  “I  first want to  thank Senator DeMint for the  tremendous work he  has  done  on  behalf of Southat  ,  Sco t  
Carolina  and  t  ion.  His  commit  t  ive  principles  leaves  a  t  ly  enjoyed  ge  t  ohe  nat  men  o  conservat  rue  legacy,  and  I  have  great  ing  t  
know  and  work  with  him  over  the  pas  t  a  new  Senatwo  years.  Looking  forward,  Governor  Haley  will  now  appoint  or,  and  I  know  
she will make the right choice both for South Carolina and the nation.”  

Ma  t Hoskins,  a  longt  aide  who  heads  t  e  Conservat  ical-act  ee  t  time  DeMint  he  Senat  ives  Fund  polit  ion  commi  t  ha  he  
senator started  but that now operates  independently,  denied  that DeMint is  playing  favorites.  “Senator DeMint does  not have  a  
favorit  erms  of  who  replaces  him.  He  knows  Governor  Haley  will  select  rust  o  make  t  decision.e  in  t  someone  good  and  t  s  her  t  hat  
Anyone who says differently doesn’t knowwhat they’re taking about,” Hoskins said.  

In  t  e  and  on  t  rail,  DeMint  ed  his  own  pat  en  agit ed  fellow  Republicans.he  Senat  he  campaign  t  has  chart  h,  which  has  oft  at  
Through  the  Senate  Conservat  art  has  oft  o  conservatives  Fund  PAC  he  st ed,  DeMint  en  helped  provide  financial  suppor  t  ive  
candidates  in  GOP  Senate  primaries  who  ran  against  ablishmentest  -backed  Republicans.  
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During  the  2012  cycle,  the  group’s  record  was  exas,  it  scored  big  victory when  it backed  Ted  Cruz  (R),  themixed.  In  T  a  
recently  elected  senat  ant  over  Lt  (R).  In  Wisconsin  and  Nebraska,  tor  who  won  a  subst ial  upset  .  Gov.  David  Dewhurst  hough,  
DeMint backed  candidat  heir  primaries.es  who  wound  up  losing  t  

In  2010,  DeMin  threw his support behind Ken Buck (R) in Colorado,  Sharron Angle (R) in Nevada,  and Christine O’Donnell  
(R)  in  Delaware.  All  three  lost in  t  ion.  He  also  backed  now-Sen.  Marco  Rubio  (R-Fla.),  who  was  the  general  elect  hen  engaged  in  
a  primary  against Charlie  Crist he  preferred  choice of Senate Republicans’ campaign  at the time.  Rubio said T, t  arm  hursday that  
DeMint is “one of the main reasons” he’s in the Senate today.  

“When  I  ran  for the U.S.  Senate two and  a half years ago,  no one thought I  had  a chance to  win.  Jim  DeMint was the  first  
person in Washington that believed in me and invested in me, and I’m eternally grateful,” said Rubio in a statement.  

DeMint won  praise  from  a  host  her  conservat  he  Club  For  Growt  i-tof  ot  ive  leaders  Thursday.  The  head  of  t  h,  an  ant ax  
organization  which,  like  DeMint,  has  often  been  at odds  with  Republican  leadership,  lauded  the  senator’s work and  wished him  
well  in  his  next endeavor.  

“Senator  DeMint  has  done  more  to  advance  the  cause  of freedom  and  liberty  in  Congress  than  anyone  else  since  his  
election,” said Club for Growth president Chris Chocola  in  a statement congratulating the senator.  “We wish him  nothing but the  
best in his new role at Heritage.”  

“Senator Jim  DeMint will be sorely missed as a leading  voice in  the Senate for limited government and  spending  restraint,”  
said  Tim  Phillips,  president  of the  conservative  group  Americans  For  Prosperity.  “While  he  will  be  missed  in  the  Senate,  the  
conservative movement and The Heritage Foundation have gained a strong new voice and brilliant leader.”  

Ed O’Keefe,  Philip  Rucker  and  Aaron  Blake  contributed  t his  reporto t  .  

DeMint Shook Up The Sena  ves ADisencha  dershipte But Lea  nted GOP Lea  
By  David  A.  Fahrent

on  Post  
hold  

Washingt  , December 6,  2012  
Sen.  Jim  DeMint (S.C.)  creat  he  modern  Congress:  He  was  a  cheerful  st er  of  civil  wars  — a  Republicaned  a new role in  t  art  

who  assembled  candidat  o  beat her  Republicans.es  and  money  t  ot  
By  now,  DeMint’s  tactics  have  changed  the  face  of the  Senate  and  made  the  junior senator from  South  Carolina  into  a  

power  broker  independent of  t  y  hierarchy.  DeMint  ives  such  as  Rand  Paul  (Ky.),  Mike  Lee  (Uthe  part  -backed  conservat  ah)  and  
Marco Rubio (Fla.) won their races and have pulled the chamber’s GOP caucus to the right.  

Still,  DeMint’s  strategy came  hursday,  of his  closest associates  said  these  may havewith  serious  limitations.  And T  some  
spurred  DeMint’s  decision  to  leave  Congress  during  his  second  term  as  senator.  Ta  he  Senate’s  ultimate  outsider,  they  said,  
may  have  decided  he  needed  t  her  outo  go  fart  side.  

“Jim  is  the  guy  who’s  passionate,  [with]  conviction,  [an]  idea  guy  who  has  a  vision  for  the  country  and  believes  it’s  one  
worth  fighting  for,”  said  former  senator and  presidential  candidate  Rick Santorum  (R-Pa.),  who  was  an  ally  of DeMint’s  in  the  
Senate.  

“I  think  that  was  his  motive  to  go  to  the  Senate”  in  the  first  place,  Santorum  said.  “What  this  shows  is  that  maybe  he’s  
looking at the Senate as not the best place to do that right now.”  

DeMint  ive  of  Greenville,  S.C.,  and  a  small  businessman  who  founded  a  market  own,  61 ,  is  a  nat  research  firm  in  his  homet  
before  he  was  elect  o  t  er,  he  won  t  e  seat  ed  by  ret  Ernested  t he  U.S.  House  in  1998.  Five  years  lat  he  Senat  vacat  iring  Democrat  
F.  Hollings,  a  change  that reflected  South  Carolina’s  broader  political  shift  from  bastion  of  the  Democratic  “Solid  South”  to  
epicent  ism.er of a deep-red  modern  conservat  

Out of  t  environment  became  one  of  t  elect  o  channel  t  he  Teahat  ,  DeMint  he  first  ed  officials  t  he  money  and  energy  of  t  
Party, rising as the movement’s elder statesman in Washington.  Along with Paul and Lee, DeMint was a founding member of the  
Senat  y  Caucus.e  Tea  Part  

In  the  Senate,  DeMint  inguished  by  his  st  a  t  s:  The  healt  e,  he  predicthas  been  dist  rident acks  on  Democrat  h-care  debat  ed,  
would be President Obama’s “Waterloo.” DeMint said Obama was the “world’s best salesman of socialism.”  

But  many  of DeMint’s  most  ant  at  h  Republicans.  Under  Presidentimport  confront ions  have  been  wit  George  W.  Bush,  he  
helped  derail  an  immigrat  ed  by  Bush  and  Sen.  John  McCain  (R-Ariz.).  He  also  harangued  his  fellow  Senation  proposal  support  e  
Republicans  to  support a  moratorium  on  earmarks.  

Rep.  Mick Mulvaney (R-S.C.),  a conservative who  said he considered DeMint a ment  he  senat old him  no  tor,  said t  or t  o be  
co-opted  in  Washington.  “ ‘Be  true  to  yourself,’  ” Mulvaney said  DeMint told  him.  “And he  said,  ‘You’re  going  to  have  to  try and  
figure out if you’re going to fix this from within the system orwithout the system.’ ”  

By “system,” Mulvaney said, DeMint meant the Republican mainstream.  
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DeMint’s political  action  committee,  the Senate Conservatives Fund,  drew big donations from  hedge  funds,  manufacturers  
and  the  well-known  conservative  donors  at  ries.  In  all,  it  hered  4,740  cont  ions  of  more  tKoch  Indust  gat  ribut  han  $200,  according  
to  the  Cent  ics.  The  PAC  raised  money  — $13.7  million  in  2012  — for  a  st  conservater  for  Responsive  Polit  ring  of  long-shot  ive  
candidates,  who  often  defeated  mainstream  Republicans  in  party  primaries.  DeMint’s  money  helped  create  a  new  brand  of  
Republican  senator,  focused,  like  DeMint,  on  shrinking  t  ,  cu  t  ing  conservathe  federal  government  ing  spending  and  support  ive  
social  causes.  

But in general elections,  DeMint’s people lost more often than they won. In 2010, he helped  nominate three Republicans —  
Sharron  Angle  in  Nevada,  Christine  O’Donnell  in  Delaware  and  Ken  Buck in  Colorado  —  e  seat hatfor  Senat  s  t  had  seemed  
wit  hree  los  t  happened  again,  wit  es  Josh  Mandel  in  Ohio  and  Richard  Mourdock  inhin  reach.  All t  heir races.  In  2012,  it  h candidat  
Indiana  losing  t  s.o  Democrat  

These  losses  were  cold  comfor  t  had  helped  undermine  before,  such  as  former  Souto  Republicans  whom  DeMint  h  
Carolina  congressman  Bob Inglis.  Inglis  had been  a friend  of DeMint  DeMint  o endorse  him  in  a 2010 Republican,  but  declined  t  
primary fight against a former prosecutor, Trey Gowdy, whose politics were closer to DeMint’s.  

That st egy  may  work  in  hursday,  but it is dangerous to attempt on  the national level.  “We’verat  South Carolina,  Inglis said T  
got to  get into  the  business  of addition  and  multiplication,  and  out of the  business  of subtraction  and  multiplication,”  Inglis  said.  
“Because it ain’t working out for us.”  

The defeat of DeMint’s allies this year helped keep Republicans as the Senate minority and left DeMint with little trust from  
the GOP leadership. During DeMint’s eight years in the Senate, none of the bills he has authored have been signed  into  law.  

“He hasn’t been  terribly successful  as a politician  or as a  ompkins,  a political  science professor at thesenator,” said Mark T  
University of South Carolina who has followed DeMint’s career.  “At the end  of the day,  he just wasn’t temperamentally a  man  of  
the Senate.”  

DeMint will  move  t  he  Herit  ion,  a  place  where  he  has  deep  t  ,  in  2009,  t  ha  to  head  t  age  Foundat  ies.  In  fact  he  head  of  t  hink  
tank  said  of  DeMint:  He  “may  be  the  junior  senator  from  South  Carolina,  but  here  we  call  him  the  senior  senator  from  the  
Heritage Foundation.”  

The Case For Tim  Scott  
By  Aaron  Blake  

on  PostWashingt  , December 7,  2012  
The  choice  of  who  will  replace  Sen.  Jim  DeMint (R-S.C.)  for  t  t  s  withe  nex  wo  years  rest  h  one  person  and  one  person  

alone:  Nikki  Haley.  
And it’s much harder to handicap an appointment than an election.  
But when  it  o  t  e  quickly  st  as  making  a  whole  lot  o  join  tcomes  t he  choice  before  Haley,  one  candidat  ands  out  of  sense  t  he  

upper chamber:  Rep.  Tim  Sco t (R-S.C.).  
Rep.  Tim  Sco t (R-S.C.)  speaks  a  June  8,  2010,  primary  elect  gat  The  Hilt  el  in  Nortion  night  hering  at  on  Garden  Hot  h  

Charlest  les  AP)on,  S.C.  (Brad  Ne  t  –  
“T  im Scott is if she picks herself,” said South Carolina GOP strategist Wesley Donehue.he only way that she doesn’t pick T  

“It makes all the sense in the world.”  
The  reasons  Scott’s  name  has  quickly  risen  the  the  top  are  legion  (and  for  more  on  the  man  himself,  see  the  National  

Journal magazine’s recent profile):  
*  Given  t  he  Republican  Part  ion  since  t  ion,  adding  Sco  o  it  ehe premium  t  y has placed  on  diversificat  he  2012  elect  t s Senat  

caucus  would  be  nothing  but good.  He  would  be  t  black  senat  he  first  or  since  the  only  current  or  and  t  Republican  black  senat  he  
1970s.  

What’s  more,  this  is  the  state  of longtime  Sen.  Strom  T  or  would  make  ahurmond  (R-S.C.),  where  having  a  black  senat  
huge historical  statement.  hurmond’s  son,  Paul T  an  open  primary for(Further symbolism:  Scott easily dispatched T  hurmond,  in  
his House seat in  2010.)  

*  Sco  t and  Haley  are  friendly.  They  even  recent  he  Democrat  ional  Convent  oget  hey  share  aly  crashed  t  ic  Nat  ion  t  her.  And  t  
t  ical  adviser  and  pollstop  polit  er,  Jon  Lerner.  

*  Sco  t has  a  down-t  ive  record  t  few  in  t  y  would  balk  at  h  likes  him,  and  the-line  conservat  hat  he  part  .  The  Club  for  Growt  he  
tea party likes him. In addition, he’s a member of the House leadership and thus has ties to the establishment wing of the party.  

“Tim Scott has an excellent record on our issues,  but right now we’re not even thinking  about who the replacement will be,”  
Club  for  Growt  old  The  Fix.h  spokesman  Barney  Keller  t  

Added  conservative  blogger  Erick  Erickson:  “Gov.  Nikki  Haley  now  o give  t  e ithas  the  ability  t  he  US  Senat s  only  black  
Senat —  ive  from  Sout  .or  a  conservat  h  Carolina  named  Tim  Sco  t  
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*  DeMint has  report  old  st e  Republican  officials  t  he  want  t  o  a  Soutedly  t  at  hat  s  Sco  o  become  his  successor,  according  t  h  
Carolina Republican  operat  h knowledge of t  ions.ive  wit  he  conversat  

“Jim DeMint has said he wants T  —  he ball is in Gov.  Haley’s court.  Does she go withim Scott  period,” the operative said.  “T  
the status quo and appoint Scott? I think it would be hard not to.”  

(Update:  Longtime  DeMint aide  Matt Hoskins denies this,  saying  “Senator DeMint does not have a favorite in  terms of who  
replaces him. … Anyone who says differently doesn’t know what they’re taking about.” )  

*  Sco  t is  pre  t  erest  aking  t  st  elling  t  ional  Journal  in  March:  “Ty  clearly  int  ed  in  t  he  next ep,  t  he  Nat  he  House  is  training  for  
whatever the  good  Lord  has  for me  next.  I  know that this  is  not the  end itself.  …  I  know where  I’m  supposed  to  be  three  and  a  
half years from now.”  

* It would be difficult for Haley to appoint herself.  She’s not  h  Carolina  right  ers  have  oftvery  popular  in  Sout  now,  and  vot  en  
balked  a  t  ing  t  ,  no  governor  has  appoint  he  1970s,  and  beforehe  idea  of  governors  appoint  hemselves.  In  fact  ed  himself  since  t  
t ,  only  one  who  appoint  he  next election.hat  ed  himselfwon  t  

In  addition,  she  would  be  allowing  her  rival,  stat  e  Pro  Tem  Glenn  McConnell  (R),  te  Senat  o  become  governor,  which  as  
we’ve written before is a tricky situation and could harm the party more broadly (McConnell is a Confederate history buffwho was  
once  phot  wo  African-Americans  dressed  as  slaves).ographed  alongside  t  

* Haley’s unpopularity means she could also benefit from such an historic appointment.  
Haley  does  have  some  mot  ion  no  t  —  icularly,  if  she  would  prefer  a  placeholder  for  t  rat  hanivat  o pick Sco t  part  he seat her t  

someone who will run  in 2014 and have a pot ial leg  up on  t  ion.ent  he  compe  it  
Two  names  under  discussion  are  former  st e  a  t  er  and  former  ambassador  David  Wilkins.at  orney  general  Henry  McMast  

That would  set  he  operat  years  —  andoff  wha  t  ive  above  called  “a  massive  brawl”  of a  GOP  primary for the  open  seat in  two  
could potentially t  offHaley herself,  who is up for reelectake some heat  ion  in  2014.  

Scott’s office put out a statement Thursday in which it didn’t say whether he would seek the job.  
“Looking forward,  Governor Haley will now appoint a new Senator,  and I know she will make the right choice both for South  

Carolina and the nation,” Scott said.  
Over  t  few  hours  and  days,  expec  t  ional  wisdom  t  le  around  t  hat  is  t  choice.he  next  he  convent  o  se  t  he  idea  t  Sco  t  he  right  
Philip  Rucker  contributed  t his  posto t  .  

Wha  shington  Powert Jim  DeMint Tells Us AboutWa  
By  Manu  Raju  And  Sco  tWong  
Politico,  December 7,  2012  
South Carolina  Sen.  Jim  DeMint accomplished  very little  in  the Senate in  the traditional  sense:  He wasn’t a legislator,  has  

no  signat  o  his  name  and  has  never  been  part  isan  negot ions.ure laws t  of anymajor bipart  iat  
Bu  the  fac  that  leaves  t  s  best  ive  senatDeMint  he  chamber  as  one  of  it  known  conservat  ors  shows  how  a  message  man  

relying  on  the  outside  P.R.  game  can  become  a  powerhouse  in  his  part — often  with morey  influence than  the Senate’s old bulls  
and  their laundry list of accomplishments.  

(Also  on  POLITICO:  Wit  age  rising)h  a  new  leader,  Herit  
It also  shows  how  t  ol  Hill  urging  Republicans  t  ay  t  o  the  powerful,  ideologically  rigid  voices  off  of  Capit  o  st  rue  t heir  

conservat  end  t  he  real  driving  forces  in  t  underscores  how  bot  ies  have  seenive principles t  o be t  he halls  ofCongress.  And it  h part  
t  ive  caucuses  grow  younger  and  more  part  aking  t  ors  who  are  moreheir  respect  isan,  overt  he  consensus-minded  senior  senat  
inclined  to  compromise.  

As  Congress  grapples  with  a  debt crisis  it must resolve  before year’s end,  DeMint’s  sudden  announcement Thursday that  
he’d  quit his  seat in  January to  head  the  conservative  Heritage  Foundation  shows  where  he  thinks  the  real power center in  his  
party  resides.  

“I  honestly think I  can  do  a lot more  on  the  outside  than  I  can  on  the  inside,”  DeMint said  after delivering  a speech  to  an  
enthusiastic  crowd  a  t  age  Foundathe  Herit  ion.  

(PHOTOS: Jim DeMint’s career)  
It’s a striking acknowledgment for a man  on  twho was poised to ascend to the top Republican spot  he  Commerce,  Science  

and  Transportation  Committee  in  the  next Congress.  If he  were  to  stay,  DeMint would have  a major hand  rewriting  the  nation’s  
highway policy and overseeing the country’s aviation, passenger rail and telecommunications laws.  

But given  his  emphasis  on  messaging  over  legislat  he  61 -year  move  to  one  of Washington’s  most  influentialing,  t  -old’s  
conservat  hink t  er a 14-year congressional  career appears t  ural choice.ive t  anks aft  o be a nat  

“He’s a good  messenger; his skills as he says are in  marketing  and public relations,” Sen.  Lamar Alexander (R-Tenn.)  said  
aft  briefly  addressed  his  colleagues  at  y  lunch.er  DeMint  a  part  
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(Also  on  POLITICO:  Think  t  ive  landing  spotank  jobs  a  lucrat  )  
“I  think it gives him the chance to play the kind  of advocacy role that he really enjoys,” said Maine Sen.  Susan  Collins,  one  

of t  es.he  few  remaining  GOP  moderat  
DeMint had  long  promised  t  aft  erm,  which  is  up  in  January  2017.  But  ually  no  one  knew  he  wouldo quit er his  second  t  virt  

resign  his  sea  t  er  Herit  he  job  offer  on  Wednesday,  he  informed  a  handful  of  his  mos  rusthis  soon.  Aft  age  made  DeMin  t  t  ed  
aides lat hat  unned t  of his st  h t  old Senat  yer  t  day.  On  Thursday  morning,  he  st  he  rest  aff  wit he  news,  as  he  did  when  he  t  e  Minorit  
Leader  Mitch  McConnell  and  South  Carolina  Gov.  Nikki  Haley  (R),  who  will  select  erim  senatan  int  or  before  a  2014  special  
election to fill out DeMint’s term.  

“I  almost fell  off my  couch,”  said  Sen.  Lindsey Graham  (R-S.C.),  who  met privat  heely  in  his  office  Thursday  morning  in  t  
Senate Russell building. “I didn’t see this coming.”  

With ANewLea  ge Risingder,  Herita  
By  Dylan  Byers  
Politico,  December 7,  2012  
Four decades after its launch,  t  powerful conservat  hink t  on  is ge the  most  ive  t  ank  in  Washingt  ing  new  blood.  
Jim DeMint’s surprise departure from the Senate reinvigorates the 39-year-old  Herit  ion  at ime  when  much  ofage  Foundat  a  t  

t  put  ive  t  anks  has  become  predict  en  lacking  inhe  ideas  and  policy  out  flowing  from  conservat  hink  t  able,  uninspiring  and  oft  
influence.  

(Also  on  POLITICO:  Jim  DeMin  t  o  head  Herit  ion)o  resign  t  age  Foundat  
The ultimate impact ofDeMint’s move remains to be seen,  but in  round-robin  interviews  wit  reeth  The  Wall  St  Journal,  CNN,  

Fox  News  and  Rush  Limbaugh,  he  is  already  showing  how  a  marquee  name  can  raise  t  he  already  venerablehe  profile  of  t  
foundation.  

But  DeMint’s  appointment  is  raising  concerns  among  conservatives  that  experience  on  t  ical,  given  his  past  he  polit  
ba  t  he  former  senat  empt  o  t  age  int  Democrat  her  t  of  boldlefield,  t  or  will  be  t  ed  t urn  Herit  o  a  weapon  against  s,  rat  han  as  a  fount  
new  ideas  t  he  righto  inspire  t  .  

(Also  on  POLITICO:  Think  t  ive  landing  spotank  jobs  a  lucrat  )  
“Heritage  under Jim  DeMint  could  well  be  a  powerful  political  force,”  Bill  Kristol,  founding  editor of the  Weekly Standard,  

told POLITICO.  “But will it be a powerful think tank, a source of new policy ideas and fresh thinking? I hope so.”  
Because  DeMint is  founder  of  t  e  Tea  Part  ment  ivehe  Senat  y  Caucus,  his  appoint  also  bodes  well  for  more  conservat  

members  of the  Republican  Party  who  champion  Heritage’s  recent  moves  further to  the  right,  including  the  creation  in  2010  of  
Herit  ion  for  America, which made an aggressive push for the repeal ofPresident BarackObama’s health care law.age  Act  

(Also  on  POLITICO:  All  eyes  on  Nikki  Haley  t  successor)o  pick  Jim  DeMint  
“Republican  congressmen  have  been  deeply  upset by the  aggressiveness  of Heritage  Action  for  America,  which  sprung  

from  T  here  had  been  hope  that  HAFA  would  not  be  year,”  Erick  Erickson,he  Heritage  Foundation.  T  as  forceful  in  the  new  
founder of conservat  at old POLITICO.ive  blog  Red  St e,  t  

“DeMint not only ensures  also  ensures  The  Herit  ion  will  contHAFA will  continue  to  be  forceful  but  age  Foundat  inue  being  
t  ive  sthe  conservat  andard-bearer instead  of trying  to  find  ways  to  fit general  Republican  policies  under a  conservative  banner,”  
Erickson  added.  

Meanwhile,  DeMint will  have  great  ive  policy  t  or,  t  he  righter  influence  on  conservat  han  he  ever  could  as  a  senat  hose  on  t  
said.  

As  president of  Herit  he  const  s  of  lawmaking,  DeMint  han  $80  million  atage,  and  freed  from  t  raint  will  now  have  more  t  his  
disposal  to  shape  and  push  a  conservative  agenda  and  lead  an  aggressive  opposit  o  Democration  t  s.  

Tim  Scott's Bio Ra  te Appeaises Sena  l  
By  Kate  Nocera  And  Seung  Min  Kim  
Politico,  December 7,  2012  
Rep.  Tim  Sco  t already  brought  ory  t  erm  in  t  ive  black  Republican,a  remarkable  personal  st  o  his  firs  t  he  House:  a  conservat  

raised poor in the corner ofSouth Carolina where t  arthe  Civil  War  st ed.  
But if  t  on  and  Sout  ,  Sco  t  soon  be  t  African-American  senat  hehe  buzz  in  Washingt  h  Carolina  is  right  might  he  first  or  from  t  

South  since  Reconstruct  o  appoint  o  t  vacat  ,  who  abruption  if  Gov.  Nikki  Haley  decides  t  him  t he  seat  ed  by  Sen.  Jim  DeMint  ly  
resigned  Thursday  t ake  a  job  running  The  Herit  ion.o  t  age  Foundat  

(Also  on  POLITICO:  All  eyes  on  Haley  t  successor)o  pick  DeMint  

146  

Document  ID:  0.7.6033.10295-000004  

http://www.politico.com/story/2012/12/with-a-new-leader-heritage-rising-84721.html?hp=f1
http://www.politico.com/story/2012/12/tim-scotts-bio-raises-senate-appeal-84719.html?hp=f3


                    

                   

                 


        
                    


                  
       
                         


               
                


                    

         
                     

                 

                    


     
                      


        
                      


                      

                         

   

                 

    
     
    
                  


                

           

                           
           

                 

                    


       
               


                    

                   


                       

            
               


                   

        

                  

                   


       
                 

                


                   

 

                 
                   

  

tt

t

t

t
t

t

t

t

t
t

t

It seems  t  :  DeMint  are  close,  personally  and  ideologically,  and  Sco  t  he  conservato  be  a  logical  fit  and  Sco  t  has  t  ive  bona  
fides  t  are  undoubt  -approved.  He’s risen  in  the House  quickly since  his  elect  he  powerfulhat  edly  DeMint  ion  in  2010,  serving  on  t  
Rules  Commi  t  h  GOP  leadership  as  a  liaison  for  t  aining  goodee  and  working  closely  wit  he  freshman  class,  while  maint  
relationships  with  t  ea  parthe t  y wing  ofHouse Republicans.  

At least for the  moment,  DeMint is  staying  mum  on  his  preferred  pick,  saying  he’ll  leave  the  decision  to  Haley.  Likewise,  
Sen.  Lindsey  Graham  (R-S.C.) said he isn’t going to speculate on who might join him in the upper chamber.  

(See  also:  Sen.  DeMint ea  part,  t  y  leader,  resigning)  
“Tim is a great guy. I don’t know what the governor is doing; it’s her call.  Jim and I  are going to talk among ourselves about  

that issue,” Graham said.  “The good news for South Carolina is we’ve got a deep bench.”  
Sco  t  h  fellow  Sout,  along  wit  h  Carolina  GOP  freshmen  Trey  Gowdy,  Mick  Mulvaney  and  Jeff  Duncan,  quickly  became  

known  as  the  “fab four,”  or more  ominously,  “the  four horsemen,”  who  came  to  hey’veWashington  ready to  shake  things  up.  T  
remained  united  on  most issues  and  are  all  st  ly  conservateadfast  ive.  

But Scott also  has  the  kind  of personal  story that’s  undoubtedly appealing  to  a party that’s  trying  to  diversify its  base:  He  
worked  his  way  out of  povert o  become  a  successful  small-business  man,  local  polit  ual  congressman.  Ify  t  ician  and  event  
appoint  would  be  t  or  t  ly  serve  in  t  he  first  Rolanded,  Sco  t  he  only  black  senat  o  current  he  chamber,  and  t  since  Illinois  Democrat  
Burris lef  t  e in 2010.he  Senat  

A  t  ive  beliefs  is  t  hat  alism  and  hard  work  can  help  t  he  economiche  crux  of  his  conservat  he  idea  t  capit  he  poor  move  up  t  
ladder.  And  he  tells  that ory  at  unitst  every  opport  y.  

“As  a  poor kid  growing  up  in  a  single-parent  household  in  North  Charleston,  S.C.,  I  felt like  I  didn’t have  much  going  for  
me,” Scott said in  a speech  at the Republican  National Convention  this summer.  “I  did have a mom  who believed in  tough love,  
and  t  love comes at the end of a switch  and [a] small-business  owner,  who  was  my  ment  aught  hink  myhat  …  or,  who t  me I  could t  
way out of poverty.”  

Scott’s mentor taught him that “having a job is a good thing,  but creating jobs was even better.”  

DeMint's Hiring Eleva  ge's Profiletes Herita  
By  Janie  Lorber,  Roll  Call  Staff  
Roll Call,  December 7,  2012  
Sen.  Jim  DeMint’s move to The Heritage Foundation  will  elevate  t  ical  profile  of  the  public  and  polit  he  39-year-old  research  

ins  it e.ut  
The  fiery  South  Carolina  conservative,  who  est  he  Senat  y  Caucus,  provides  a  dramat  ylistablished  t  e  Tea  Part  ic  st  ic  shift  

from  Edwin  Feulner,  the quiet 71-year-old  president and  founder he will  replace.  
“It’s  just like  having  a  think tank run  by me  and  then  handing  it off to  Ben  Affleck.  You  know,  all  of a  sudden  it has  a real  

profile,” said Jeffrey Taylor, a Republican lobbyist at U.S. Government Relations International.  
The  move  publicly solidifies the think tank’s gradual move further rightward.  Heritage established  an advocacy arm in  2010  

in  an  effor  to  capitalize  on  t  y  ent  player  in  t  ional  politea  part  husiasm  and  has  since  become  an  increasingly  prominent  he  nat  ical  
debate,  weighing  in  on  most major  legislative  issues.  

Heritage  Action,  organized  under  t  ax-exempt  ion,  has  been  partax  code  501(c)(4)  as  a  t  social  welfare  organizat  icularly  
vocal  in  its  efforts  to  repeal  President  Barack  Obama’s  health  care  law  and  in  its  opposition  to  any  and  all  int  ionalernat  
agreements,  including  the  Unit  ions  t  y  on  t  s  of  t  he  Senat  ed  ted  Nat  reat  he  right  he  disabled,  which  t  e  reject  his  week.  The  nonprofit  
raised  more  than  $3  million  in  its  first  ion,  it ax  ret  used  some  of  t  money  tyear  of  operat  s  t  urns  show,  and  it  hat  o  run  
advert  s  pressuring  Republicans  t  o  repeal  t  h  care  law.isement  o  sign  a  measure  t  he  healt  

Wonkish  Washingt  hink  t  ion-orient  years,  favoring  t  heon  t  anks  have  become  increasingly  act  ed  in  recent  he  mold  of  t  
Democratic  Center  for  American  Progress  over  a  more  passive  policy  t  over  t  rol  of  t  arian  Catack.  A  conflict  he  cont  he  libert  o  
Ins  it e  earlier  t  ered  around  t  ion.ut  his  year  cent  his  very  quest  

DeMin  t  he  Wall  St  Journal  he  did  not end  t  icize  The  Herit  ion,  but  sold  t  reet  int  o  polit  age  Foundat  some  Republican  lobbyist  
worried  t  he  senat  ol  Hill,  could  be  just  ive  t he  Republicanha  t  or,  known  for  bucking  Republican  leadership  on  Capit  as  disrupt  o  t  
Part  side ofCongress.y  in  his  new  role  out  

“I’m  hoping  they  broaden  the  conservative  horizon  and  become  the  catalyst for  developing  new  ideas  based  on  the  
principles below,  rather than attackRepublicans for being insufficiently conservative,” said Jack Howard,  vice chairman ofWexler  
Walker Public Policy Associates.  “They need to focus on  making it easier for people  to  embrace  t  ive  agenda  rathe  conservat  her  
than harder.”  

Taylor  said  he  did  not expect  ,  but  he  risks  t he  well-funded  organizatsuch  a shift  warned  of t  o t  ion.  
“I think ifHeritage moves in a dramatically more activist role,  it might lose some of the supporters,” he said.  
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The  t  ank  raised  just  han  $74  million  in  2011 ,  only  4  percent  ions,  according  t shink  t  less  t  of  which  came  from  corporat  o  it  
most recent  .  Unlike  some  ot  hink  t  age  does  not  ract  age  Viceannual  report  her  t  anks,  Herit  do  cont  work  for  companies,  Herit  
President ofDevelopment  y t  year.John  Fogart old  Roll  Call  last  

Prominent conservat  ivist  of  Coors  Brewing  Co.,  botive  act  Paul  Weyrich  and  Joseph  Coors,  president  h  now  deceased,  
helped  Feulner  found  Herit  t  remained  small,  focusing  primarily  on  t  rade  issues.age  in  1973.  Throughou  he  1980s,  it  ax  and  t  
When  President Bill  Clint  ook  office,  it  post  art  o  a  t  larger  donaton  t  became  an  out  for  displaced  Republicans  and  st ed  t  ract  ions.  

Feulner  had  been  planning  to  step  down  for  more  t  age,  a  new  posithan  a  year.  He  will  be  named  chancellor  of  Herit  ion,  
and  will  cont  -time capacity as chairman of the foundation’s Asian Studies Center.inue  in  a  part  

Jim  DeMint Going From  4th-poorest Sena  ge Millionator To Herita  ire  
Daily Caller,  December 6,  2012  
In  his  new  role  as  Heritage  Foundation  president  h  Carolina  Sen.  Jim  DeMint,  Republican  Sout  may  very  well  become  a  

newly-DeMinted  millionaire.  
Senators  are  all  assumed  to have some  wealth  and  while the stereotype is often  true,  it isn’t always.  DeMint,  for instance,  

is  barely  a  t  o  financial  records.housandaire,  according  t  
As  of  2010,  of  the  101  members  of  the  Senat  including  Vice  President  of  te  —  Joe  Biden,  who  is  officially  President  he  

DeMint  he  fourt  h  an  est  h  bet  he  low  end  andSenate  —  ranked  as  t  h  poorest senator  wit  imated  net wort  ween  $16,002  on  t  
$65,000  on  the  high  end,  according  OpenSecrets.org.  His  average  est  ed  net  h  placed  him  above  only  Democratimat  wort  ic  Sens.  
Debbie  St  ah.abenow ofMichigan,  Mark Pryor ofArkansas and  Republican  Sen.  Mike Lee ofUt  

If  DeMint were  t  o  out  age  Foundat  Ed  Feulner,  he  would  quickly  become  ao  pull  a  similar  salary  t  going  Herit  ion  President  
millionaire.  According  to  The  Heritage  Foundation’s  2010 IRS filing,  Feulner made  nearly $1 ,100,000 in  total  compensation  that  
year.  DeMint current  or.ly makes $174,000 a year as a  senat  

“As of this point,  money has not been  discussed,”  Heritage  Foundation  Vice President of Communications Mike  Gonzalez  
told The Daily Caller when asked what DeMint’s salary would be.  

“I’m sure money will be discussed soon,” he added laughing.  
Gonzalez  said  that DeMint made  the  jump  because  it  was  the  ”right  move  for him”  to  engage  in  the  “battle  of ideas”  he  

cares  about.  
DeMint will  report  he  Senat  ake  t  age  Foundatedly resign  from  t  e in January and  officially t  he helm ofThe Herit  ion  in April.  
Follow  Jamie  on  Twi  ter  
URL to article: h t  -going-from-4t  -senat  o-heritp://dailycaller.com/2012/12/06/jim-demint  h-poorest  or-t  age-millionaire/  

DeMint Ga  gues Short Notice OfMove To Heritave FewCollea  ge  
By  Alexander  Bolton  
The Hill,  December 7,  2012  
Republican  senators  were  shocked  to  hear  Thursday  morning  t  Sen.  Jim  DeMint  Senathat  (R-S.C.),  a  prominent  e  

conservat  ire  a  t  he  year.ive,  would  ret  he  end  of  t  
DeMint said  he  would  leave  t  e  t ake  over  as  president  age  Foundathe  Senat o  t  of  The  Herit  ion  in  January,  four  years  before  

his  second  Senat erm  is  due  te t  o expire in  2016.  
DeMint informed his st  he decision  Thursday morning  and it  many of t  ely by surprise.aff of t  caught  hem  complet  
He  called  Senate  Republican  Leader  Mitch  McConnell  (Ky.)  at  h  t  an  hour  before  The  Wall  St9  a.m.  wit he  news,  about  reet  

Journal  broke  t  ory  t he  public.he st  o t  
DeMint also  gave  a  heads  up  t  h  Carolina,  Sen.  Lindsey  Graham  (R-S.C.),  who  lato  his  colleague  from  Sout  er  said  he  was  

so surprised,  “I about fell off ofmy couch.”  
“Everybody was really surprised,” said Sen. Susan Collins (R-Maine).  
DeMint announced  his  retirement to  the  editorial  page  of T  yhe  Wall  Journal’s  editorial  page.  Daniel  Henninger,  the  deput  

edit  he edit  ed  a st  short  er 10 a.m.or of t  orial page,  post  ory abou  it  ly aft  
Aft  spoke  t  e  st  s  Avenue  NW  t  wit he  st  ageer  DeMint  o  his  Senat  aff,  he  crossed  Massachuse  t  o  meet  h  t  aff  of  The  Herit  

Foundat  o  a  source  familiar  wition,  according  t  h  his  day.  
He  and  outgoing  Heritage  president  hen  did  a  radio  int  h  conservat  alk  show  hostEd  Feulner  t  erview  wit  ive  t  Rush  Limbaugh.  
“I  believe  that I  can  do  more  good  for the  conservative  movement  outside  of the  Senate  in  leveraging  the  assets  of The  

Herit  ion to communicate a more positive, optimistic message to the American people,” DeMint told the host.age  Foundat  
Report  DeMint er  his  t  Herit  he  spoke  t hem  only  briefly.ers  caught  aft  alk  at  age,  but  o  t  
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At noon,  Senat  ic  Leader  Harry  Reid  (D-Nev.)  t  ers  t  DeMinte  Democrat  old  report  hat  had  personally  informed  him  of  his  
plans  t  ire  early.o  ret  

“Sen. DeMint came and talked to me just a short time ago,  to tell me what he was going to do. I’ve read his book.  He’s read  
my book. We’re friends,” Reid said.  

“We  spent  a  half hour within  the  past week talking  about the  Senate.  At that time,  I  didn’t know that he  was  considering  
leaving. I’m not sure that he’d made the decision at that time. I rather doubt it.  But I’ve always liked the guy,” Reid said.  

“And,  even  though  I  disagree  with  so  much  of what he’s  done,  I  appreciate  —  his  outI  personally  believe  he  does  t  of  a  
sense of real belief,  it’s not political posturing for him, as it is for a lot of people,” he added.  

DeMint had  confirmed  t  ory  the  st  o  Limbaugh.  
“This may surprise you,  but Harry Reid’s a good friend ofmine. I just walked into his office and talked to him,” DeMint said.  
“The problem is not Harry Reid.  I think the problem is,  as conservatives,  we have not taken enough control of our message  

and our ideas and communicated them directly to the American people,” he said.  
DeMint vot  ion  t  rade  relat  h  Russia  and  against  ion  for  t  herned  for  legislat  o  normalize  t  ions  wit  a  judicial  nominat  he  nort  

district of Florida before slipping into a Republican  lunch in the Senate’s Lyndon Baines Johnson Room shortly after noon.  
He  dined  a  t  able  as  Sens.  Bob  Coker  (R-Tenn.),  Mike  Crapo  (R-Idaho),  Ron  Johnson  (R-Wis.)  and  rethe  same  t  iring  Sen.  

Dick  Lugar  (R),  who  los  t  e  Republican  primary  in  Indiana  t  e  DeMint backed  in  thehe  Senat  o  Richard  Mourdock,  a  candidat  
general  election.  

He  slipped  out of  t  hrough  a  back  door,  avoiding  report  side  t  e  chamberhe  lunchroom  t  ers  who  had  assembled  out  he  Senat  
unt  2  p.m.  t  erview  him.il  well  past  o  int  

Sen.  Jim  DeMint's Resigna  d Times For Tea rtytion  A Sign  OfBa  Pa  
Sen.  Jim  DeMint's  surprise  resignation  comes  as  the  politica  ppea  gal  winds  a  r  to  be  blowing  a inst  the  South  

Ca  Republica a  tive movement he ha spoken  for.rolina  n  nd the conserva  s  
By  Paul  West  on  Bureau,  Washingt  
Los Angeles Times,  December 7,  2012  
WASHINGTON  — The  surprise  resignat  of  Sout  oion  of  Republican  Sen.  Jim  DeMint  h  Carolina  on  Thursday  could  prove  t  

be a marker for a decline in  the influence of the t  y movementea  part  he  has  helped  lead.  
His  departure  from  Congress,  effective next  h,  comes as  t  ical  winds  appear t  he 61-yearmont  he  polit  o  be  blowing  agains  t  -

old  lawmaker  and  the  movement  he  has  spoken  for.  Some  of  the  movement’s  most  fiery  members  lost  reelection  bids  last  
mont  of  Florida,  Joe  Walsh  of  Illinois  and  Chip  Cravaack  of  Minnesot  his  mont  heh,  including  Reps.  Allen  West  a.  Earlier  t  h,  t  
House  GOP  leadership  unceremoniously  removed  t  ives  from  key  commi  t  s.hree  conservat  ee  assignment  

And  polls  have  shown  declining  support  for  the  movement.  A  wide  survey  in  DeMint’s  very  conservative  home  state,  
released  t  hat  h  Carolinians  now  disapprove  of  t  ea  part  t  .  Evenhis  week,  found  t  more  Sout  he  t  y  movemen  han  approve  of  it  
among the state’s Republican voters, fewer than 1  in 12 said they considered themselves tea partyers, according to the Winthrop  
University  poll.  

“This  may be  an  indication  that the  movement is truly waning,”  said  Jennifer Duffy,  an  analyst with  the  independent Cook  
Political Report.  “This should also be frustrating” for DeMint.  

DeMint  o  carve  out  ial  role  as  t  he  Republican  right  he  Senat  ake  over  in  April, who  sough  t  an  influent  he leader of t  in  t  e,  will t  
as president of the Heritage Foundation,  a conservative think tank based in  Washington.  In  a statement,  he said he was “leaving  
the  Senate  now,  but …  he  foundat  aff  t  his  new  jobnot leaving  the  fight.”  Later,  he  joked  during  an  appearance  before  t  ion  st  hat  
was “a big promotion,” according to an account on the Heritage website.  

DeMint posit  unyielding  foe  of  Republican  effort o  compromise  wit  Obama  overioned  himself  as  an  s  t  h  President  
government spending,  aggressively  opposed  effort o  provide  a  pat  o  cit  ed  immigrants t  hway t  izenship formillions of undocument  s,  
and  alienat  least  hreat  o  back  primary  challenges  agains  t  ed  fromed  at  some  Republican  colleagues  by  t  ening  t  hose  who  deviat  
conservat  ions.ive  posit  

On  Tuesday,  he  crit  o  raise  $800  billion  in  addit  axicized  a  proposal  by  House  Speaker  John  A.  Boehner  (R-Ohio)  t  ional  t  
revenue,  made  as  part of  negot ions  designed  t  spending  cut  axes  t  would  ot  ake  effectiat  o  avert  s  and  increased  t  hat  herwise  t  next  
month. DeMint said Boehner’s “tax hike will destroy American jobs and allow politicians in Washington to spend even more.”  

DeMint’s  influence  was  at  its  zenith  last  year  during  the  Republican  presidential  primary  contest,  in  which  tea  party  
sent  helped  push  Mi  t  her  cont  o  t  .  o  gain  his  endorsement  ialiment  Romney  and  ot  enders  t he  right Hoping  t  ,  five  president  
candidates,  including  Romney,  flew  to  Columbia,  S.C.,  t  he  senat  ions  at  ionally  to  cour  t  or,  answering  his  quest  a  nat  elevised  
LaborDay forum  t  he organized.hat  
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But Republican  losses  in  t  ion  weakened  his  posit  y  had  hoped  t  rol  of  t  e,  but  eadhe  elect  ion.  The  part  o  win  cont  he  Senat  inst  
lost ground.  DeMint  he  worst  s.  He  embraced  t  er  tplayed  a role in  some of t  defeat  he candidacy ofTodd Akin,  even aft he Missouri  
congressman’s  controversial  remark  about  “legitimate  rape”  sent  the  Republican  establishment  fleeing.  And  in  Indiana,  he  
provided  financial  support for  Richard  Mourdock,  a  conservat  ed  longt  heive  who  oust  ime  Republican  Sen.  Richard  G.  Lugar  in  t  
GOP  primary  but proved  t  reme  for  vot  he  general  electoo  ext  ers  in  t  ion.  

Similarly,  in  2010,  DeMint provided  endorsement  for Sharron  Angle ofNevada and Christs  and  financial  encouragement  ine  
O’Donnell ofDelaware, both tea-part  es for t  e who los  t  s.y-backed  candidat  he  Senat  o  Democrat  

On  Thursday,  tea  party  leaders  pushed  back  agains  he  not  ha  heir  movementt  ion  t  t  was  in  decline.  Republican  Sen.  
Patrick  J.  Toomey  of  Pennsylvania,  who  took  over  for  DeMint  he  influent  e  Republican  Stas  chairman  of  t  ial  Senat  eering  
Commi  tee,  said  he  did  not see  t  he  line  for  t  ea  parthe end  of t  he t  y.  

“We had  a number of terrific advocates for limited government and freedom  who won  elections to the Senate  — Ted  Cruz  
and JeffFlake and Deb Fischer,” T  he cause is still strong.”oomey said.  “T  

South  Carolina  Gov.  Nikki  Haley,  a  Republican,  will  appoint  DeMint’s  successor,  to  serve  until  the  2014  election,  when  
voters  will  fill  the  remaining  two  years  of the  senator’s  term.  Speculation  about  DeMint’s  replacement  centered  on  a  cadre  of  
young  conservative Republican  congressmen,  including Rep.  T  was  to be  DeMint’s  choice and  would beim  Scott,  who  reported  
t  he  Senathe only African American  member of t  e if chosen.  

DeMint’s decision  could  also  open  the  way for him  to  for the  GOP presidential  ion.  As  recent  montrun  nominat  ly  as  last  h,  
he had refused to discuss a 2016 candidacy,  saying only that he wasn’t ruling anything out.  

In  the  meantime,  his  decision  t  he  Herit  ion  could  provide  a  measure  of  financial  securito  join  t  age  Foundat  y  for  a  man  who  
is  among  the  least wealt  he  Senat  o  financial  disclosure  reporthy  members  of  t  e,  according  t  s.  His  predecessor,  Edwin  J.  Feulner,  
who helped found Heritage in  the 1970s,  was paid  more than  $1  million  in  2010,  according to the foundation’s most recent filing  
wit he  Inth  t  ernal  Revenue  Service.  

paul.west  imes.com@lat  
Lisa  Mascaro,  Kathleen  Hennessey  and  Morgan  Li  tle  in  t  on  bureau  cont  ed  t his  reporthe  Washingt  ribut  o  t  .  

Sena  nktorQuits For Think Ta  
GOP Conservative DeMint,  Who Helped Bring Tea Pa  ge Foundarty to Prominence,  Will Run  Herita  tion  
By  Patrick O'ConnorAnd  Valerie Bauerlein  
Wall St  Journal, December 7,  2012reet  
Full-t  st  he  Wall  St  Journal  are  available  t  he  link.ext ories  from  t  reet  o  Journal  subscribers  by  clicking  t  

DeMint Sa  cement Could Be Nays His Repla  med Within  AWeek  
By  Mary  Orndorff Troyan  
USA Today,  December 6,  2012  
WASHINGTON  —  of  Sout  unned  his  colleagues  when  he  announcedRepublican  Sen.  Jim  DeMint  h  Carolina,  who  st  

Thursday  he  will  leave  t  e  t  ive  t  ank,  said  he  expect  o  be  named  wit  he  nexthe  Senat o  head  a  conservat  hink  t  s  his  successor  t  hin  t  
week.  

DeMint’s replacement in  t  e  will  be  select  h  Carolina  Gov.  Nikki  Haley,  a  Republican.he  Senat  ed  by  Sout  
MORE:  GOP  Sen.  DeMin  t  age  Foundato  resign,  run  Herit  ion  
In  an  int  ol  Hill  office,  DeMint  he  decision  is  complet  o  Haley.erview  Thursday  in  his  Capit  said  t  ely  up  t  
“I  told  Governor  Haley  that  I  would  support  her  recommendation  and  that  I  trusted  her,”  he  said.  “It’s  her  decision,  not  

mine.”  
Rob  Godfrey,  a  spokesman  for  Haley,  declined  comment on  whom  she  might name.  
“Today is about Sen. DeMint’s service to our state and nation, and that’s where the focus should remain,” he said.  
DeMint  he  t  y  movement  h  GOP  leaders  he  found  insufficient  ive,, a hero of t  ea part  who  occasionally clashed  wit  ly conservat  

will  leave  t  e  in  January  t ake  t  op  job  a  t  ive  Herit  ion.he  Senat  o  t  he  t  he  conservat  age  Foundat  
The  foundation,  based  in  Washington,  said  DeMint  ake  over  as  president  will  manage  a  stwill  t  in  April.  DeMint  aff  of  250  

with  an  annual  budget ofmore than  $80  million.  
DeMint was  scheduled  t  e  his  second  t  will  serve  a  to  complet  erm  in  January  2017.  The  person  Haley  will  appoint  erm  

ending  Jan.  3,  2015.  
A special election will be held Nov.  4,  2014 to fill the last two years ofDeMint’s term,  and an election will take place in 2016  

for  the  next full  six-year  term.  
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DeMint’s  plans  to  leave  the  Senate  promise  plent  ion-year  drama  in  Sout  ion  t hey  of  elect  h  Carolina  in  2014.  In  addit  o  t  
special  election  to  fill  the  last two  years  of DeMint’s  term,  both  Haley and  South  Carolina’s  senior senator,  Republican  Lindsey  
Graham,  will  be  up  for  re-elect  hation  t  year.  

Haley has a number of names to choose from in choosing DeMint’s successor.  
South Carolina’s  congressional delegation  includes  GOP Reps.  Mick Mulvaney,  Jeff Duncan,  T  im  Scottrey Gowdy and  T  

— all  viewed  as  pot ial  content  enders  for  higher  office.  
Sco  t  ly  in  news  account,  who  is  black,  had  been  eyeing  a  run  for  governor  and  his  name  has  come  up  frequent  s  as  a  

possible  DeMint replacement.  
Ot  ent  enders  include  former  ambassador  David  Wilkins,  former  Sout  orney  general  Henryher  pot ial  cont  h  Carolina  a  t  

McMaster,  stat  aff t  at  is Lofte Sen.  Tom Davis,  who served  as chief of st  o former governorMark Sanford,  and  st e Treasurer Curt  is.  
DeMint did  not express  a  preference  for  who  should  replace  him.  
“Certainly I’m  close  to  the  delegation  here  so  I  feel good  about them,  but that doesn’t mean  there  are  not other people  in  

South Carolina I would be happy with too,” he said.  
Haley t  h Carolina on  Thursday she will not  herself t  .old  News  Radio  WORD  in  Sout  appoint  o  replace  DeMint  
Experts  say  Haley  must decide  whet  o  appoint  aker  in  t  he  seather  t  a  caret  he  office  or  someone  who  would  run  for  t  during  

t  ion  in  2014.he  special  elect  
Haley  said  DeMint  “has  served  South  Carolina  and  the  national  conservative  movement  exceptionally  well.  His  voice  for  

freedom  and  limit  has been a true inspiration.”ed  government  
DeMint said  t  h  Herit  he  indicat  hics  forms  he  filed  abouthe  deal  wit  age  was  reached  Wednesday,  which  is  what  ed  on  et  

11 :30 a.m.  Thursday.  
DeMint said  he  began  not  and  called  Haley  Thursday  morning.  He  also  met  hifying  family  and  friends  Wednesday  night  wit  

Graham  a  few  minut  he  st  he  Herit  ion.es before addressing t  aff a  t  age Foundat  
Graham, in an interview off the Senate floor, said he was stunned by DeMint’s news.  
“When he told me, I about fell offmy couch,” he said.  
Graham said he hasn’t had time to think about how his own political future will be affected by DeMint’s departure.  
“Jim’s biggest legacy I think is creating energy for those who believe in limited government,” Graham said.  
DeMint said  he  will  support  a  t  age  FoundatGraham  from  his  new  post  he  Herit  ion.  
“Despite  what people  read  back home,  we’ve  been  great partners,”  he  said.  “We’ve  worked  the  system  pretty well  ...  He  

kind  of  t  hings  out  s  people  all  churned  up,  but  his  record,  we  same  way.  He’s  ahrows  t  and  get  if  you  look  at  generally vote  the  
player and he’s been fun to work with.”  

DeMint said his move to the foundation doesn’t mean he’s leaving his constituents behind.  
“I  wouldn’t be doing it if I  didn’t think the opportunity at the  Heritage Foundation  would  allow  me  t  o  improve  to  do  more  t  he  

lives of the  people  of South Carolina  but also  all  over the  country,”  he  said,  wearing  a blue  tie  with  the  Heritage  symbol  on  it.  “I  
think I’ll have more impact outside the Senate for South Carolina than if I  stay.”  

He  said his new job will be to sell policies at a national level that he believes “make life better for people — poor,  rich,  every  
race, in every family situation.”  

The  Heritage  Foundation  was  founded  in  1973.  Its  web  site  says  its  mission  is  “to  formulate  e  conservatand  promot  ive  
public  policies  based  on  t  erprise,  limit  ,  individual  freedom,  t  ional  American  values,  andhe  principles  of  free  ent  ed  government  radit  
a strong national defense.”  

“Jim  DeMint  has  shown  that  principled  conservatism  remains  a  winning  political  philosophy,”  Heritage  Chairman  of the  
Board Thomas A. Saunders said in a statement. “His passion for rigorous research, his dedication to the principles of our nation’s  
founding,  and  his  abilit o  t  e  policy  ideas  int  ion  make  him  an  ideal choice to lead Heritage to even greater success.”y  t ranslat  o  act  

DeMint first  he  Senat  er  limit  o  t  erms  in  t  hough  he  was  re-electran  for  t  e  in  2004  aft  ing  himself  t hree  t  he  U.S.  House.  Alt  ed  in  
2010,  he was never cert  her he would  run  for a t  erm.ain  whet  hird  t  

He  will  replace  Ed  Feulner  as  president of  t  age  Foundat  over  $1  million  in  2010,he  Herit  ion.  Feulner  was  paid  just  
according  t ax  forms  filed  by  t  ion.o  t  he  foundat  

DeMint,  who  earns  $174,000  a  year  as  a  senator,  is  one  of  t  affluent  he  Senathe  least  members  of  t  e.  The  personal  
financial  disclosure  form  he  filed  in  May  t  ed  individual  ret  account  s  for  2011  wort  ween  $2,002his  year  report  irement  asset  h  bet  
and  $30,000.  

It also  says  he  earned $43,755 from  a book advance  last  s t  ial  mort  ween  $100,000year  and  list wo  resident  gages,  one  bet  
and  $250,000,  and  one  between  $250,000  and  $500,000.  

T  a  and limited government,  called DeMint  “ahe  Club for  Growth,  conservative  think tank that  advocates  for  lower taxes  
champion of economic freedom (and) a defender of free markets.”  
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The  Senat  ives  Fund,  t  ical  act  ee  t  DeMint  at  Thursday  sayinge  Conservat  he  polit  ion  commi  t  hat  founded,  issued  a  st ement  
DeMint  “has  consistently  fought  for  conservative  policies  and  he’s  helped  elect  a  new  generation  of  conservatives  who  will  
cont  his  legacy.”inue  t  

DeMint used the fund to financially support the candidacies of conservatives such as Pennsylvania’s Pat Toomey, Florida’s  
Marco Rubio and  Sen.-elect Ted  Cruz ofTexas.  

The  fund  was  three-for-nine  in  picking  conservative  Senat  es  t  er  spending  more  te  candidat  his  year  aft  han  $8.7  million.  
DeMint is  no  longer  affiliat  h  t  comment  er  t  ion  sugges  t  y  Republicansed  wit he  fund,  but  s he  made  aft  he  2012  elect  ea  part  

have  no  intention  of  compromising  on  core  issues  just  Obama  won  a  second  tbecause  President  erm.  
“We will  cert  les  in  Congress  in  t  hs  t  will  give  us  t  unit o  clearly  art  eainly  face  many  ba  t  he  coming  mont  hat  he  opport  y  t  iculat  

the failures of liberalism and the common sense of conservative alternatives,” DeMint wrote on his Facebook page.  “We must not  
shrink  from  t  on  Capit  hese  dist  ions  for  t  he  a  t  edhe  fight  ol  Hill  or  in  drawing  t  inct  he  American  people,  regardless  of  t  empt  
distortions by the mainstream press.”  

Contributing:  Tim  Smit  he  Greenville  (S.C.)  News,  and  Cath  and  David  Dykes,  t  alina  Camia  and  Susan  Davis,  USA  TODAY  

Jim  DeMint Leaves  The Senate  
on  PostWashingt  , December 7,  2012  

WE’RE  HAPPY TO  accept Sen.  Jim  DeMint’s  stated  reason  for quitting  the  Senate  seat he  has  held  for  eight years:  to  
become  president  of the  Heritage  Foundation  think  tank.  The  South  Carolina  Republican  says  he’s  moving  on  “because  the  
conservat  needs strong leadership in the battle of ideas,” and running Heritage is, for him, the way to provide it.ive  movement  

Among  the  thought  has  expressed  as  a  senat  ion  t  ts  Mr.  DeMint  or  include  his  observat  ha  he  2008  financial  rescue  
package  t  saved  American  capit  was  a  step  toward  “the  pit  of  socialism,”  and  his  support  for  a  constitutional  ban  onhat  alism  
same-sex  marriage.  

But Mr.  DeMint’s  decision  also  may have  consequences  for the  Senate,  for the  Republican  Party and for the  country.  Mr.  
DeMint has  been  t  o  leverage his position  as the tea  party’s uncompromising  man  in  Washington  into broader power overrying  t  
the  GOP,  and  his  resignation  suggest ha  t  has  failed,  or  at  sts  t  his  effort  least alled.  

Wit  having  capt  he  Senat  hey  once  expect  o  do,  Mr.  DeMint  her  hopeh  Republicans  not  ured  t  e  in  November,  as  t  ed  t  has  neit  
of  becoming  majorit  ly,  of  displacing  his  rival,  Sen.  Mit  ucky,  as  leader  of  a  shrunkeny  leader  nor,  apparent  ch  McConnell  of  Kent  
minority.  

Furthermore,  there’s  a  case  to  be  made  that  Mr.  DeMint helped  put the  Senat  s  present  .  To  bee  GOP  in  it  predicament  
sure,  his political apparatus helped  several of the Senate’s most conservative members win  the seats they now hold,  but he also  
backed  candidates  who  were  so  far  righ  tha  t  winnable  races  and  damaged  they  lost  he  party’s brand.  

We  have  no  particular  stake  in  the  GOP’s  electoral  fortunes,  much  less  its  power  struggles,  which  are  undoubtedly just  
beginning.  The party is still badly divided  over how t  s 2012 defeato  recover  from  it  .  

But everyone  has  a  st  e  whose  members,  of  bot  ies,  are  neit  icallyake  in  a  Senat  h  part  her  ideologically  inflexible  nor  polit  
cowed  by the  threat of primary challenges  from  the  ideologically inflexible.  Solutions  to  many of the  nation’s  problems,  its  fiscal  
challenge most of all,  will  require give and  take.  That’s true for substantive,  as well  as political,  reasons.  Republicans who  don’t  
see  compromise  as  a  dirt  h  move  t  y  in  t  direct  er  influence  Democrat o  give  up  somey word  could bot  heir part  he right  ion and be t  s t  
of t  ainable ortheir  unsust  hodoxies.  

From  that  point  of  view,  Mr.  DeMint’s  departure  may  be  a  sign  that  a  chastened  GOP  could  shift  in  a  more  pragmatic  
direction  on  Capitol  Hill  —  o  say,  itwhich  is  t  may  be  a  hopeful  sign.  

The Republican Glasnost  
By  David  Brooks  
NewYork Times,  December 7,  2012  
Senator Marco  Rubio  won  ing  tthe  Jack Kemp Foundation’s  Leadership Award  earlier this  week.  In  his  speech  accept  he  

award,  he  sket  his  Republican  vision.  Some  of  t  ioned  were  pre  t  ional  for  someone  of  hisched  out  he  policies  he  ment  y  convent  
part  ing  regulat  he  Keyst  ional,  at  as  t  yy:  limit  ions,  approving  t  one  XL  Pipeline.  Some  were  less  convent  least  he  Republican  Part  
has  recent  self:  creat  y  healt  ers,  invest  eacher  t  s.ly  defined  it  ing  more  communit  h  cent  ing  in  more  t  raining,  embracing  Pell  grant  

Bu  t  o  sing  t  he  end.  Rubio  made  an  oblique  rebu  t o  some  of  the  speech  really  began  t  oward  t  al  t  he  Republican  gaffes  
during  t  hat too many people want thingshe campaign:  “Some say that our problem  is that the American  people have changed.  T  
from government. But I am convinced that the overwhelming majority of our people just want what my parents had: a chance.”  

Then  he  recalled  an episode:  “I  was giving a speech at a fancy hotel in New York City.  When I arrived at the banquet hall,  I  
was  approached by  group  of three  uniformed  employees  from  the  hotel’s  catering department.  T  seen  my speech  ata  hey had  
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t  ion,  where  I  t  he  st  her  t  bart  hey  had  a  gift  edhe  Republican  convent  old  t  ory  of  my  fat  he  banquet  ender.  And  t  for  me.  They  present  
me with this name tag,  which says,  “Rubio, Banquet Bartender.”  

As  he  was  t  his  st  ioned  t  he  service  st  he  Kemp  dinner.  They  st  o  list  o  him.elling  t  ory,  Rubio  mot  o  some  of  t  aff  a  t  opped  t  en  t  
“It  all  starts  with  our  people,”  Rubio  continued.  “In  the  kitchens  of  our  hotels.  In  the  landscaping  crews  that  work  in  our  
neighborhoods.  In  the  late-night  orial  shift hat  he  dreams  America  was  builtjanit  s  t  clean  our  offices.  There  you  will  find  t  on.  There  
you  will find  the  promise  of tomorrow.  T  can  sheir journey is  our nation’s  destiny.  And if they  give  their children  what our parent  
gave us,  the 21st-cent  he single great  nat  hatury  America  will  be  t  est  ion  t  man  has  ever  known.”  

People  a  the  dinner  say  tha  t  h  there  was  a  hushed  silence  for  a  second  as  Rubio  concluded  wit his  refrain.  Then  a  roaring  
ovat  he  room.ion  swelled  and  filled  t  

The  Republican  Party  has  a  long  way  to  go  before  it  self  as  a  majorit  y.  Bu  t  speech  signifies  a  momentrevives  it  y  part  hat  in  
t  revival.  And  I  would  say  t  mont  .hat  he  last  h  has  marked  a  moment  

Over  the  past mont  he  Republican  Part  han  I  expect  ,  t  th,  t  y  has  changed  far  more  t  ed.  First he  people  a  he  ideological  
ext  he  part  o  self-ghe  t  y  movement ract  o  black  andremes  of  t  y  have  begun  t  oize.  The  Tea  Part  a  t  ed  many  people  who  are  drawn  t  
white  certaint  ep  unit  hat  endency  t  e  from  mainst  ics,  which  is  inevities  and  lock-st  y.  People  like  t  have  a  t  o  migrat  ream  polit  ably  
messy  and  impure,  t  y.o evermore marginal  oases of purit  

Jim  DeMint,  for  example,  is  leaving  the  Senat o  go  t  age  Foundat  he  cent  he  acte  t  he  Herit  ion.  He  is  leaving  t  er  of  t  ion,  where  
immigration,  tax  and  ot  ed,  for  a  polit  ion  known  more  for  ideological  purither  reforms  will  be  craft  ical  advocacy  organizat  y  and  
fund-raising  prowess  than  for  creativit  y  or  int  ual  innovaty,  curiosit  ellect  ion.  

Second,  polit  ime,  Republican  candidat  hatics  is  being  reborn.  For  a  t  es  like  Richard  Mourdock  of  Indiana  proudly  declared  t  
they didn’t believe in compromise. Political  act  s  spent  ime  purging  deviat  s  t  rying  t  ract  s.ivist  more  t  ionist han  in  t  o  a  t  new  convert  

Bu  t  mania  has  passed.  There  are  increasing  signs  t  House  Republicans  are  willing  t  e  behind  Speaker  Johnhat  hat  o  unit  
Boehner so  he  can  cut a deal  to  avert the  “fiscal  cliff.”  T  an  ry  there  has  been  epidemic of open-mindedness  as  Republicans  t o  
win  minorit  es  and  creat  heir  part hat  ive  in  st es  like  Connect  and  California.y vot  e a version of t  y t  can  be compe it  at  icut  

Finally,  t  ing  of  economic  values,  or  at  in  how  t  y  present hose  values.  Thehere  has  even  been  some  shift  least  he  part  s  t  
other speaker at the Kemp dinner was Representative Paul Ryan,  who spoke about how to alleviate poverty.  He didn’t abandon  
any  of  his  fundament  he  framed  t  h  and  newal  beliefs,  but  hose  beliefs  in  a  more  welcoming  way  and  opened  up  room  for  growt  
thinking.  

The  obligations  to  combat poverty,  Ryan  said,  are  he  real debate  is  how  best  we  canbeyond dispute.  “T  meet them.  It’s  
whether  they  are  be  t  by  privat  —  ary  act  act  ruter  met  e  groups  or  by  government  by  volunt  ion  or  by  government  ion.  The  t h  is,  
there  has  to  be  a  balance.  Government  act  he  common  good,  while  leaving  privat  o  do  t  hatmust  for  t  e  groups  free  t  he  work  t  only  
they can do.”  

Like  Rubio,  Ryan  project  ract  h  passion  abou  t  o  rise.ed  a  more  balanced  and  a  t  ive  vision.  He  spoke  wit  hose  who  long  t  
The  Republicans  may  still  blow  it.  If President  Obama  is  flexible  and  they  don’t  meet  him  partway,  Republicans  would  

contribute  t  hat  t  t  he  right  ion  and  moving  fasto  a  recession  t  would  discredi  hem  for  a  decade.  Bu  hey  are  moving  in  t  direct  .  
These  are  first steps,  and  encouraging  ones.  

Two Sena  ts In  South Ca  , But Few Democratic Prospectste Sea  rolina  
By  Nate  Silver  
NewYork Times,  December 6,  2012  
The  unexpect  irement  or  Jim  DeMint  ive  Republican  from  Sout  e  his  seated  ret  of  Senat  ,  a  conservat  h  Carolina  who  will  vacat  

t  he  t  age  Foundat  e  an  unusual  circumstance  in  which  both  of the  state’s  Senate  seatso  become  head  of  t  he  Herit  ion,  will  creat  
are on  t  in  2014.he  ballot  

A special election will be held to fill out the remaining two years ofMr. DeMint’s term, which was originally set to expire after  
the  2016  election.  In  addit  was re-election,  South Carolina’s other senator,  the Republican  Lindsey Graham,  who  ed  in  2008,  will  
also be on  t  in 2014.he  ballot  

Mr.  DeMint’s  retirement  could  conceivably help  Mr.  Graham,  whose  approval  ratings  in  South  Carolina  are  middling.  Mr.  
Graham  also  draws  the  ire  of  some  Republicans  for  being  seen  as  too  willing  t  h  Democrato  compromise  wit  s,  making  him  
pot ially  vulnerable  tent  o  a  primary  challenge.  

If the stronger Republican  candidates are drawn  toward  competing for Mr.  DeMint’s former seat instead, Mr.  Graham  could  
be  spared  a  difficul  t .  On  t  her  hand,  some  of  t  es  whom  Gov.  Nikki  R.  Haley  might  o  fill  Mr.  DeMint’sest  he  ot  he  candidat  appoin  t  
seat for  t  wo  years,  like  Represent ive  Tim  Sco  t  polit  ures  while  being  more  reliablyhe  nex  t  at  ,  are  viewed  as  having  bright  ical  fut  
conservat  han  Mr.  Graham,  meaning  t  Mr.  Graham  could  st  he  more  vulnerable  t  in  a  Republican  primary.ive  t  hat  ill  be  t  arget  
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Opport  ies  for  Republicans  t  o  t  e  in  Sout  t  ive  primaries  becauseunit  o  ascend  t he  Senat  h  Carolina  ough  o  yield  compe  it  
t  es.here is a  large supply ofwell-qualified  candidat  

All nine ofSouth Carolina’s elected executive officials, from the governor, Ms.  Haley,  to the agriculture commissioner,  Hugh  
Weathers,  are Republicans.  In  addition,  six of t  at  hat  h Carolina will  send t he Unit  athe  seven  represent ives  t  Sout  o  t  ed  St es  House  
in  January are  Republicans;  the  exception  is  the  Democrat James  E.  Clyburn,  who  represents  South  Carolina’s  majority-black  
Sixt  ricth  Congressional  Dist .  

The  abundance  of  Republican  elect  h  Carolina  precludes  Democrat  “bench”  ined  officials  in  Sout  s  from  having  much  of  a  
the  stat —  hem  from  making  a  st  eit  e  seate  and  may preven  t  rong  run  at her Senat  in 2014.  

The  statist  hat  yEight  o  forecast  e  and  gubernat  her  factical  models  t  FiveThirt  uses  t  Senat  orial  races  include,  among  ot  ors,  a  
variable  to  designate  a  candidate’s credentials, which is based on the highest office that he or she has been elected to.  The more  
prominen  t  ha  t  e  has  won,  t  er  he  or  she  t  o  do  when  running  for  t  e  or  for  governor.he  races  t  he  candidat  he  be  t  ends  t  he  Senat  

We  divide  t  o the  offices  int hree  tiers,  which  might be  thought of as tantamount to  professional baseball’s  system  of major  
and  minor  leagues.  

In  t  op  t  es  who  have  already  done  t  of  ascend  t he  majors  by  having  been  elect  o  ahe  t  ier  are  candidat  he  equivalent  o  t  ed  t  
Unit  at  e  seat  some  point  hese  candidat  o  find  unless  t  heed  St es  Senat  or  a  governorship  at  .  Bu  t  es  are  hard  t  hey  are  already  t  
incumbent  hose  races.  (An  except  o  run  for  t  e,  or  vice  versa.)s  in  t  ion  is  when  a  governor  crosses  over  t  he  Senat  

So  in  practice,  parties  draw  more  heavily  from  t  ier  of  elect  hem  wit heir  the  second  t  ed  officials,  which  provide  t  h  t  op  
prospect  hey  wan  o  compet  e  or  gubernat  .  In  t  ed  St es  represent ives  ands  when  t  t  e  for  a  Senat  orial  seat  his  group  are  Unit  at  at  
statewide  elect  orneys  general  and  secret  ated  officials,  like  a  t  aries  of  st e.  

Because  almost none  of  t  s  in  Sout  he  part  o  draw  from  these  officeholders  have  been  Democrat  h  Carolina,  t  y  has  had  t  he  
t  ier  of  candidat  s  largely  of  st e  senat  at  at  es  face  a  far  biggerhird  t  es,  which  consist  at  ors  and  st e  represent ives.  These  candidat  
transition  when  t  o  compet  ed  office  like  Unit  at  e  or  governor,  in  trying  t  e  for  a  major  elect  ed  St es  Senat  erms  of  raising  funds,  
building  name  recognition  and  developing  platforms  t  allow  t  o  appeal  t  ers  t  athat  hem  t  o  enough  vot  o  win  st ewide.  

And  in  some  cases  in  South  Carolina,  Democrats  have  nominat  es  who  have  not  ed  office  at all.  Ined  candidat  held  elect  
2010,  t  e for t  ed St es  Senat  eran  who  had  never run  for public  office  andheir  candidat  he  Unit  at  e  was  Alvin  Greene,  an  Army  vet  
who  was  unemployed  when  he  was  chosen  as  the  nominee.  

It is  not  ance  t  Democrat  rouble  fielding  compe  it  es  for  st ewide  electmere  happenst  hat  s  have  had  t  ive  candidat  at  ions  in  
South Carolina.  Much  of it has t  h t  he geography of t  ato  do  wit he  demographics  and  t  he  st e.  

President Obama  won  44  percent  he  vot  h  Carolina  t  han  he  did  in  19  ot  atof  t  e  in  Sout  his  November,  more  t  her  st es.  
However,  in  Sout  can  be  exceedingly  difficult  o  go  from  winning  44  or  46  percent  he  vot o  50h  Carolina,  it  for  a  Democra  t  of  t  e  t  
percent.  

This  is  because  of  a  concept we  call  elast y,  which  is  relat  o  t  ers  in  each  st e  who  mighticit  ed  t he  number  of  swing  vot  at  
consider  vot  her  parting  for  eit  y.  

Some  red  states  like  Alaska  are  also  fairly  elast  hey  have  t  ers  who  are  politic,  meaning  t  heir  fair  share  of  vot  ical  
independent  e  or  mixed  polit  s  usually  lose  in  t  at  bu  t  es  or  who  have  moderat  ical  views.  Democrat  hese  st es  —  hey  can  compet  
with  the  right  es  and  under  t  circumstcandidat  he  right  ances.  

In  Sout  her  st es  in  t  h,  however,  t  ers.  African-Americansh  Carolina  and  some  ot  at  he  Deep  Sout  here  are  very  few  swing  vot  
vot  s  in  overwhelming  numbers,  while  t  majorit  es  are  conservat  e  Republican.e forDemocrat  he vast  y ofwhit  ive and  vot  

This  makes  t  come  of  elect  hese  st es  much  more  predict  s  have  a  high  floor  for  how  manyhe  out  ions  in  t  at  able.  Democrat  
votes they receive,  but  hey almost  of 50 percentalso  a  low  ceiling,  and  t  always  wind  up  coming  up  short  .  

Democrats’ problems are compounded in  South Carolina because of the geographical distribution  of black voters,  who are  
heavily  concent ed  in  cert  ies,  count  ive  dist s.rat  ain  cit  ies  and  Congressional  and  legislat  rict  

This  year,  Mr.  Clyburn,  the  Democrat,  won  overwhelmingly  in  South  Carolina’s  Sixth  Congressional  District,  taking  94  
percent of  t  e  and  facing  no  Republican  opposit  Democrat  he  ot  ed  St es  House  races,  and  the  vot  ion.  But  s  los  t  her  six  Unit  at  heir  
candidat  han  45  percent  he  vot  hem.es won no more t  of t  e in  any of t  

This  does  not just make  it difficult for  Democrats  to  win  elections  in  Sout  hey  do,  it  en  inh  Carolina.  When  t  is  oft  
overwhelmingly  Democratic  district  es  may  have  li  t  ice  in  appealing  t  uency  of  vots.  The  candidat  le  pract  o  a  broader  cons  it  ers,  
and  they  may  accumulate  liberal  vot  hat  hem  unaccept  o  t  es  in  Souting  records  t  make  t  able  t he  few  moderat  h  Carolina.  

Instead,  the  closes  t  h  Carolina  has  t  e  may  be  Mr.  Sco  t  ion  thing  Sout  o  a  crossover  candidat  ,  who  won  re-elect  his  year  in  
the  First Congressional  Dist .  He  is  African-American  —rict  and  Republican.  

ATricky Task:  Ted Cruz As  NRSC Link To Tea Party  
By  David  Catanese  
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Politico,  December 7,  2012  
Ted Cruz’s tea party cred is about to be put to the ultimate test.  
The  Texas  senator-elect’s  decision  to  take  a  formal  role  a  he  Nat  orial  Commi  tt  ional  Republican  Senat  ee  places  him  

squarely inside an  organization  many on  the right  h suspicion,  if not  rightview  wit  out  disdain.  
His  it  could  just  —  o t  s wing  of t  y,le  will  be  vice  chairman,  bu  it  as  easily  be  ambassador  t he  ideological  grass-root  he  part  

which helped propel Cruz’s long-shot bid  over  a  si  t  enant  his  year.ing  lieut  governor  t  
(PHOTOS:  Mee  t  ed  senathe 12 newly elect  ors)  
It’s  a  high-wire  act  for  the  political  neophyte.  As  an  NRSC  deputy,  he’ll  have  to  balance  t  ical  pragmathe  polit  ism  of  a  

quint  ial  inside-t  way  ins  it ion  wit  arnishing  his  brand  as  an  ant  ablishment  ut  ive.essent  he-Belt  ut  hou  t  i-est  cons  it ional  conservat  
“I don’t see a conflict at all,” said incoming NRSC Chairman  Jerry Moran.  “He brings a respect  he  grass-root  offrom  t  s  part  

our  party  that  I  think is  very helpful  to  us  as  we  recruit  candidates  and  try  to  educate  …  our  nominees,  how  to  get  elected  in  
[general elections].”  

Yet unless the GOP  can  able  t  he  41-year-old  Cuban-American  willhalt its recent history of bloody primaries,  it’s  inevit  ha  t  
find himself in  some t  uatouchy  sit ions.  

If the campaign arm decides to bless a candidate over an  insurgent challenger,  it’s Cruz who will most likely be tasked  with  
smoothing  over  any  bad  feelings  —  ent  ing  tand pot ially be accused  of bigfoot  he locals.  

Conversely,  if  t  ee  opt o  st  he  sidelines  in  a  race  in  which  a  t  y  cont  eam,  Cruzhe  commi  t  s  t  ay  on  t  ea  part  ender  is  gaining  st  
could  come  under  pressure  to  show  fealty  t he  movemento t  .  

“I  honestly don’t see how he  can  balance the two,”  said  a GOP  strategist who  is  an  admirer of Cruz but is  skeptical  of his  
new role.  “If he were the chairman  and had  complete control,  that would be one thing,  but the NRSC is still run  by the leadership  
and  is  st  he  grass  root  ives.ill  biased  agains  t  s  and  conservat  

“T  conservat  es.  They  did  i  t  ohe  leadership didn’t tap him  for this role  to  recruit  ive  candidat  o  use  him  as  a  human  shield  t  
defend themselves against attacks from the right when theymess up,” the strategist added.  

Cruz  declined  an  int  for  t  ory.  But  o  him  say  t  he  NRSCerview  request  his  st  sources  close  t  he  idea  of  bringing  Cruz  under  t  
umbrella  was  originally  hat  e  Majorit  ch  McConnell  in  conjunct  h  Moran.ched  by  Senat  y  Leader  Mit  ion  wit  

Tapping  an  eloquent  Hispanic  who’s  well-connected  t he  grass  root —  at  egral  to  t  s  and  from  a  st e  int  o  Republican  
fundraising  — was  a  no-brainer,  Capit  h  knowledge  of  t  iat  once  t  ended  inol  Hill  sources  wit  he  negot ion  said.  But  he  offer  was  ext  
t  he  elect  ed  t  ies.he week following t  ion,  Cruz want  o be assured  of real responsibilit  

“Cruz did  not lobby for the position.  He was not interested in  having  a  figurehead-type role.  His view was,  ‘I’m  not going  to  
take something just for you to slap my name on,’” said a Republican consultant privy to the conversation.  

But in  accept  he  NRSC  job,  which  is  st  undefined  despit  ic  st  hating  t  ill  somewhat  e  his  wishes,  Cruz  showed  a  pragmat  reak  t  
could be crucial to any national ambition he harbors. He hasn’t denied interest in eventually running for president.  

GOP Sena  ma  l On  FHALossestors  Press  Oba  Officia  
By  Associated  Press  
Associated  Press,  December 7,  2012  
Republican  senators are  pressing  the U.S.  government’s housing  official  to  take  steps to shore  up  the  federal  agency  that  

insures mortgages formillions of borrowers.  An  audit shows t  require a the agency faces $16.3 billion  in  losses and  might  axpayer  
bailout.  

Shaun  Donovan,  secretary  of  housing  and  urban  development,  said  Thursday  at  he  Senata  hearing  of  t  e  Banking  
Commi  t  ha  t  he  Federal  Housing  Administ ion,  has  already  t  ion  t  rengt  s  finances.ee  t  he  agency,  t  rat  aken  act  o  st  hen  it  

Republican senators said more must be done,  such as ending the FHA’s backing of reverse mortgages. They said the FHA  
has  sustained big  losses from  defaults on  those loans,  which  allow homeowners age 62  or older to borrow against their home’s  
equity.  They  also  urged  reducing  the  maximum  amount  gages  t  can  be  insured  by  ts ofmort  hat  he FHA.  

The  independent audit  ha  t  were  steeper  than  earlier  projections.  High  numbers  ofshowed  t  he  FHA’s  estimated  losses  
mortgage defaults triggered by the housing crisis have reduced the agency’s reserve funds,  it showed.  Mortgages insured by the  
FHA t  were issued in  2007  and 2008 caused  a major part  he losses,  Donovan  said.hat  of t  

There is “clear potential now for a taxpayer bailout,” said Sen. David Vitter, R-La.  
The  agency  has  expanded  so-called  short sales  — when  a  home  sells  for  less  than  what is  owed  on  the  mortgage.  And  it  

has raised  annual  insurance premiums paid  by FHA borrowers by an  average of $13 a month.  
“Based  on  those  steps,  I  believe  we  have  significantly  decreased  the  chance  of having  a  bailout  at  the  end  of 2013,”  

Donovan  said.  
But Sen. Richard Shelby ofAlabama, the committee’s senior  Republican,  said  t  do  more.he  agency  must  

155  

Document  ID:  0.7.6033.10295-000004  

http://www.politico.com/story/2012/12/a-tricky-task-ted-cruz-as-nrsc-link-to-tea-party-84665.html?hp=l22
http://news.yahoo.com/gop-senators-press-obama-official-180502963.html;_ylt=AnTKK7SuWBBKWaXSouoUruO3scB_;_ylu=X3oDMTQ3OGUxN2hlBG1pdANMYXRlc3ROZXdzIExpc3RpbmcEcGtnA2VlMTIwYzAwLWFhNmMtM2FlMy1iODE3LTNjYzg5YTkzMjk0ZgRwb3MDMjEzBHNlYwNNZWRpYVN0b3J5TGlzdFRlbXAEdmVyAzFlYTYxZTAwLTNmZTUtMTFlMi1iZWZiLWY0Nzc0MjY3ZGUwZA--;_ylg=X3oDMTFlamZvM2ZlBGludGwDdXMEbGFuZwNlbi11cwRwc3RhaWQDBHBzdGNhdAMEcHQDc2VjdGlvbnM-;_ylv=3


                    
                    


              
               


       
  

    
                  


                  

  

                     


                   

        

                  

                   


                    

      

                  
                      


         
                   


          
                  


      
                   


               
              

                     

                 

            

                 

                 


  
                 

                   


             
                    


              
                   


                      

      
               


      
   

    
                 


            

  

t

tt

t

t

t

t
t

__  
t t t

t

“It is time for serious reform of the FHA before it needs a taxpayer bailout,  if it isn’t too late already.”  
Donovan  agreed  the  changes  would  be  helpful.  But he  said  t  HUD  lacks  t  horit o  make  that  he  legal  aut  y  t  hose  changes  in  

the FHA’s operations and Congress would have to revise the law to make it possible.  
Copyright 2012  Associat  s  reserved.  This  mat  be  published,  broadcast  en,  ored  Press.  All  right  erial  may  not  ,  rewri  t  

redist  ed.ribut  

NAACP Seeks  To Mount Sha  tionkeup In  US Educa  
By  Suzanne  Gamboa  
Associated  Press,  December 7,  2012  
WASHINGTON  (AP)  — The  NAACP  is  going  on  t  ion,  deploying  volunt  he  count  she  offensive  on  educat  eers  across  t  ry  in  it  

biggest push  for a public education  overhaul  since  the  nation’s  classrooms  were  ordered  desegregated  in  1954,  the  civil  rights  
group  said  Thursday.  

The  volunteers,  who  have  been  trained  for  t  wo  years,  will  lobby  a  t  at  y  levels  for  four  educathe  pas  t  he  st e  and  count  ional  
priorities:  

Such  changes  for  all  children,  not just  ies,  are  t  o  ensure  an  educatminorit  he  only  way  t  ed  American  workforce  and  a  
t  and  CEO  Ben  Jealous.hriving  economy,  said  NAACP  president  

“We will always play defense on Brown (vs. Board of Education),” Jealous said,  invoking the 1954 Supreme Court decision  
that  ended  legal  school  segregation  and  became  a  civil  rights  milestone.  “We  will  always  play  defense  when  folks  who  are  
disproportionately  disciplining  our  children  harshly  in  ways  t  do  not  hem.  You  know  what we  are  playing  offense  on?  Wehat  help  t  
are playing offense on these four things.”  

Without desegregation,  “You  don’t get a Gen. Colin Powell ... you don’t get a President BarackObama,” Jealous said.  
“We  are  seeking  to  ensure  that  our  nation  can  lead  the  world  in  job  creation  again.  We  are  seeking  to  ensure  that  our  

nation can lead the world in innovation again,” Jealous said.  
“Maybe  when  this country was founded,  you  could get away wit  ing  a  port  ion  and  succeedh  only  educat  ion  of  your  populat  

in the world, but you can’t do that anymore,” he added.  
The  current educat  em  is  leaving  out  ion  Secretion  syst  hundreds  of  children  of  all  races,  said  Educat  ary  Arne  Duncan,  who  

gave  his  suppor  t he  NAACP  agenda.o t  
Twenty-five  percent of  all  children,  about  of  school  each  year,  Duncan  said.  In  t1  million  children,  drop  out  he  African  

American  and  Lat  ies,  he  said,  t  o  40  percen  t  .ino  communit  he  number  is  closer  t  o  60  percent  
“T  his is devastating entire communities,” Duncan said.his is not just devastating individuals and families. T  
Duncan and  others said  a system  wit hose kinds of result  s t  ion at  ive disadvant  if th  t  s  put he  nat  a  compe  it  age.  But he  NCAA  

could ban  the University of Connecticut’s men’s championship  basket  eam  from  post  year  because  of  poorball  t  season  play  next  
athlete graduation rates, Duncan said, surely activists could take on “this sacred cow.”  

Jealous  said  for  most of  his  life  t  on  ing  and  defending  the  NAACP  has  focused  implement  he  Supreme  Court’s  
desegregation  decision.  But increasingly,  branches  of  NAACP  in  38  st es  have  pushed  for  changes  in  educatat  ion  laws  and  
legislation,  he  said.  

For  example,  Adora  Obi  Nweze,  president of  t  athe  Florida  st e  NAACP  conference,  helped  push  for  reform  of  “zero  
tolerance”  laws  that governed  school  discipline  in  her state.  She  said  the  Florida  conference  was  successful  in  getting  the  law  
modified  so  ot  eps  must  udent is  suspended,  expelled  or  arrested.her  st  occur  before  a  st  

Jealous  said  volunt  rained  t  o  make  present ions  t  ist  o  a  localeers  have  been  t  o  be  able  t  at  o  a  local  Bapt Church  and  t  
Kiwanis  Club  so  the  reforms  will  not be  perceived  as  only  benefi  ting  African  American  children.  

He  emphasized  t  he  report  anot  udy,  but  eers  were  t  wo  yearsha  t  released  Thursday  was  not  her  st  a  plan.  Volunt  rained  for  t  
in  t enet  he report  wo years of research  about  makes t  schools perform so well.he t  s of t  , which was based  on t  what  he best  

Follow Suzanne Gamboa on Twi ter at h t  wi tp://www.t  er.com/APsgamboa  
Copyright 2012  Associat  s  reserved.  This  mat  be  published,  broadcast  en,  ored  Press.  All  right  erial  may  not  ,  rewri  t  

redist  ed.ribut  

Feds:  New Student Loan Repayment Options Set  
By  Justin  Pope  
Associated  Press,  December 7,  2012  
A  new  version  of  the  income-based federal  student loan  repayment program  that’s more  favorable to  many borrowers will  

go into effect st ing Dec.  21 ,  according t  ions scheduled for publicatart  o  regulat  ion  Friday.  
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The  “Pay  as  You  Earn”  program  will  allow  eligible  student-loan  borrowers  t  hly  payment o  10  percent ofo  cap  mont  s  t  
discret  heir  loans  forgiven  aft  he  program  capped  payment  15ionary  income,  and  have  t  er  20  years.  An  earlier  version  of  t  s  at  
percent and  offered  forgiveness  aft  he  new  program  t  he  Obamaer  25  years.  Congress  had  scheduled  t  o  phase  in  in  2014,  bu  t  
administ ion  t  ory  measures  t  hose  opt  It’s estimated 1.6 million  borrowers  could takerat  ook  regulat  o  make  t  ions  available  sooner.  
advant  he  program.age  of t  

To  qualify,  borrowers  must have  st ed  t  federal  loans  aft  ober  1 ,  2007,  and  received  at  oneart  aking  out  er  Oct  least  
disbursement aft  ober  of  last  qualify  for  part  he  port  heir  incomeer  Oct  year.  They  also  must  ial  financial  hardship  based  on  t  ion  of  t  
st  s  would  cost  o  cert  federal  loans,  and  no  t  e  loans  from  banksandard  repayment  .  The  program  applies  only  t  ain  direct  o  privat  
and  other  non-federal  lenders.  

The  program  will  set maximum  mont  s  based  on  income  and  family  size,  which  can  adjusthly  payment  each  year.  Typically  
those  monthly  payment  hough  ts  could  be  lower,  t  here  are  also  possible  downsides:  By  choosing  a  so-called  Income-Based  
Repayment borrowers  could  end  up  paying  more  over  t  hey  will  have  t  document ion  each  year.he  life  of  a  loan,  and  t  o  submit  at  
Some  critics  have  also  argued  the  program  could  encourage  st  s  t  han  tudent o  borrow  more  t  hey  should.  

But President  out  he  program  as  a  way  tBarack  Obama  has  t ed  t  o  ensure  borrowers  aren’t  crushed  by  student  debt  
burdens  at a  t  anding  st  debt  imat  rillion.ime  when  ou  st  udent  has  by  some  est  es  surpassed  $1  t  

Two-thirds  of  the  nat  h  loan  debt  hose  who  borrowed  walked  off  tional  college  class  of  2011  finished  school  wit  ,  and  t  he  
graduation  stage  owing  on  average  $26,600  —  5  percent  he  class  before,  according  t  figures  from  tup  about  from  t  o  recent  he  
Project on  St  Debtudent  .  

The  Pay  as  You  Earn  program  also  offers  loan  forgiveness  aft  o  ter  10  years  t hose  involved  in  public  service  who  have  
made all t  s on their  payment  ime.  

The  depart  has  also  developed  a  t  o  have  t  ax  dat ransmi  t  ly  from  t  ernalment  ool  allowing  borrowers  t  heir  t  a  t  ed  direct  he  Int  
Revenue  Serivce  int heir  Income-Based  Repayment  ion.o  t  applicat  

Online:  h  t  udent  and/plans/pay-as-you-earnp://www.st  aid.ed.gov/repay-loans/underst  
Follow  Just  h  t  wi  t  inPopeAPin  Pope at p://www.t  er.com/Just  
Copyright 2012  Associat  s  reserved.  This  mat  be  published,  broadcast  en,  ored  Press.  All  right  erial  may  not  ,  rewri  t  
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S.E.C.  Weighs Suit Against Netflix Over Improper Disclosure  
By  Michael  J.  De  La  Merced,  New  York  Times  "DealBook"  blog  
NewYork Times,  December 6,  2012  
Net  irred  up  t  s  cust  h  cont  a  seemingly  innocuous  postflix  has  st  he  ire  of  it  omers  wit  roversial  business  decisions  before.  But  

by the online video company’s chief executive on his Facebook page may have gotten him hot waterwith regulators.  
Netflix  disclosed  on  Thursday  tha  t  ies  and  Exchange  Commission  has  sent  h  it  s  chief,  Reed  Hasthe  Securit  bot  and  it  ings,  

so-called  Wells  not  ing  t  he  agency  may  file  civil  lawsuit  hem.ices,  indicat  ha  t  s  agains  t  
The  Wells  not  o  t  ied  t  ion  t  Mr.  Hast  onices,  according  t he  company,  are  t  o  informat  hat  ings  disclosed  in  a  Facebook  post  

July  3  abou  t  hat  ched  t  he  service  t  h.he one billion hours of video t  subscribers wat  hrough t  he previous mont  
Shares in Netflix were down  1 .3 percent in  aft  rading  on  Thursday,  ater-hours  t  $85.02.  
What was behind the S.E.C.’s move,  according to (what else?) a new Facebook post by Mr.  Hastings,  was a concern  that  

the  post  violated  the  agency’s  “fair  disclosure”  rules.  According  to  securities  rules,  information  that  erial  tcould  be  mat  o  a  
company’s  business should  be  made available  to  all investors,  usually through  a news  release  or a  regulatory filing.  The  rule  is  
mean  t  select  ant  ion.o prevent  ive disclosure of import  informat  

But Mr.  Hast  hat  hat  he  informatings  argues  t  he  has  a  few  defenses.  One  is  t  he  disclosed  t  ion  fairly  broadly:  his  Facebook  
feed  is  publicly  viewable  and  has  more  t  he  specific  post  hosehan  200,000  subscribers.  Moreover,  t  was  shared  by  some  of  t  
followers,  and  t  ion  was  subsequent  ed  by  several  media  out s.he  informat  ly  report  let  

Another defense  is  that Netflix simply didn’t view the  information  as  hursday’s  post,  Mr.  Hastings wrote  that,material.  In  T  
several  weeks  before  the  Facebook  message  in  question,  t  s  corporat  ha  it was  servinghe  company  had  announced  on  it  e  blog  t  
nearly  one  billion  hours  of  video  a  month.  

And while Netflix’s stock rose on July 3,  it was already getting a rise from a positive analyst note published the night before,  
according to Mr. Hasting’s latest post.  

“We remain optimistic this can be cleared up quickly through the SEC’s review process,” he wrote.  

Stocks Finish Modestly Higher  
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By St  saffAnd  Wire Report  
USA Today,  December 5,  2012  
St  he  day  up  Thursday  aft  rading  session  marked  by  changes  in  direct  hroughou  t  orsocks  ended  t  er  a  t  ion  t  he  day.  Invest  

seem  t  inuing  t  iat  on  over  avoiding  t  ax  increases  and  spending  cuts of the “fiscalo  be  cont  heir  focus  on  negot ions  in  Washingt  he  t  
cliff.”  

“Everybody  is  paying  close  attention  to  the  soap  opera  in  Washington,”  said  John  Canally,  investment  strategist  and  
economist at LPL  Financial.  

The  Dow  Jones  indust  s,  0.3%,  trial  average  ended  up  39.62  point  o  13,074.11 .  The  broader Standard & Poor’s 500 index  
finished  4.66  point  o  1 ,413.94.  The  t  e  index  closed  up  15.57  point  os  higher,  0.3%,  t  ech-heavy  Nasdaq  composit  s,  0.5%,t  
2,989.27,  just shy of t  3,000 level.he  psychologically  significant  

President Obama  said  Wednesday  t  he  an  agreement “in  about a week”  ifha  t White  House  and Republicans  could  reach  
Republicans  drop  their  opposition  t  axes  on  t  han  $250,000  a  year.  That  he  sto  raising  t  hose  making  more  t  helped  give  t  ock  
marke  its first gain  of the  week.  

Most invest  aors  believe  Obama and Congressional Republicans will  strike  budget deal to avoid the “fiscal  cliff” before the  
year is out. Until t  , however,  t  ockmarket  age t  ofWashingthey  reach  an  agreement  he  st  will  likely  be  host  o  news  out  on.  

“Yesterdaywas a good day,” Canally said. “But we’ll probably have a lot of bad days before we’re through.”  
For the month,  t  he Dow is up 0.1%.  The Nasdaq has losthe S&P 500 is down 0.5% and t  1 .2%.  
The  Labor  Depart  said  unemployment  s  applicat  week  t  entment  benefit  ions  dropped  25,000  last  o  370,000,  a  level  consist  

wit  hiring.h  modest  
The  report comes  a  day  before  t  releases  it  ched  mont  report Privathe  government  s  closely  wat  hly  employment  .  e  

economist  t  hiring  in  November  sank  sharply  from  t  h.  The  unemployment  e  is  expect  os  forecas  hat  he  previous  mont  rat  ed  t  
remain  unchanged  at 7.9%.  

Apple (AAPL) shares end  up $8.454,  1 .6%,  to $547.24,  a day after t  s worst  e intaking  it  fall  in  four  years.  In  separat  erviews,  
CEO  Tim  Cook  said  Apple  will  produce  one  of  it  ing  lines  of  Mac  comput  he  Unit  at  year  and  will  spends  exist  ers  in  t  ed  St es  next  
$100 million  in  2013 t  product  he line from  China.o shift  ion  of t  

The price of crude oil fell $1 .57,  or 1 .8%,  to end  at $86.31  a barrel Thursday,  while the  price  of  gold  ended  up  $6.50,  0.4%,  
to $1 ,698.90 an  ounce.  

The  yield  on  t  e  dropped  modest o  1 .58%  as  t  ional  average  rat  ehe  10-year  Treasury  not  ly  t  he  nat  e  for  30-year  fixed-rat  
mort  week  t  above  t  wo  weeks  ago.gages edged  up last  o 3.34%,  just  he record 3.31% low hi  t  

In  currency  trading,  the  euro  slipped  0.8%  agains  t  1 .2868,  while  t  eady  agains  the  dollar,  finishing  at  he  dollar  held  st  he  
yen  at 82.40.  

Europe’s Central bank left its  benchmark interest rate  unchanged  at record  lows.  The  central  bank cut its  growth forecast  
for  next year  from  posit  o  negative  t  ive.  

In  overseas  t  ock  indexes  in  Germany  and  France  finished  higher  Thursday,  surprising  market  chersrading,  major  st  -wat  
who  say  both  markets  are  at 52-week highs despite ongoing  concerns about Europe’s  economy and budget negotiations  in  the  
U.S.  along  wit  about whether China’s slowdown  is beginning  reverse.  A key stock index in  London  ended Thursdayh  worries  to  
modestly  higher.  

In  Asia,  major  stock  indexes  in  most count  h  t  ion  of  stries  closed  higher,  wit he  except  ock  indexes  in  Shanghai  and  Hong  
Kong.  

TRACK  STOCKS:  Get real-t  es  wit  folio  Trackerime  quot  h  our  free  Port  
In  ot  ock  acther  major  st  ion:  
H&R Block (HRB)  shares  closed  up 5.1%  after  posting  revenue  he  largestand  earnings  that  beat  analysts’  estimates.  T  

U.S.  t  ion  company  report  -cu  t  s.  I  t  urns  in  a  loss  in  t  o-ax  preparat  ed  a  smaller  loss,  helped  by  cost  ing  effort  ypically  t  he  Augus  -t  
Oct  akes in  most  s revenue during t  ax season.  H&R Block gained 65 cent o $18.02.ober period because i  t  of it  he U.S.  t  s t  

Men’s  Wearhouse  (MW)  stock  ended  down  2.7%  after  the  men’s  clothing  company’s  third-quart  s  missed  Waller  result  
Street’s estimates. The company also cut its full-year  and  fourth-quart  forecaster  profit  s.  

Boeing  (BA)  finished  down  0.2%  t  under  $74.  Unit  rical  generat  s  new  Boeingo just  ed Airlines said  a failed  elect  or in  one of it  
787s  caused  t  o  make  an  emergency  landing  in  New  Orleans,  short  er  t  on.he plan  t  ly aft aking  off from  Houst  

Lululemon  Athletica  (LULU)  shares  rose  7.3%.  The  Canadian  yoga  wear  maker  said  it  s  sales  growt o  slow.  Itexpect  h t  s  
fourt  er  earnings and revenue forecasts also came in belowWall Street’s expectations.h-quart  

Despite Apple’s gains Thursday,  a day earlier its stock (AAPL) dragged down the entire Nasdaq composite index.  
If  you  bought a  t  o  diversify  your  t  noticed that Apple’s woes are yours as well.echnology  ETF  t  ech  holdings,  you  may  have  

And that’s because Apple is such a big slice of the largest technology ETFs.  
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Powershares  QQQ,  Qubes,  as  they’re  called,  have  18.8%  of their  assets  in  Apple,  according  to  Morningstar.  QQQ  fell  
1 .1% Wednesday t  hey did  recover 0.6% Thursday.hough  t  

Technology  Sector  Select SPDR  (XLK)  has  19.2%  of  it  s  in  Apple.  Its  asset  fell  1 .0%  Wednesday,  recovering  0.6%  
Thursday.  

Vanguard Informat  fell 1% Wednesday,  and  regained 0.7% Thursday.ion  Technology  ETF  (VGT),  20.5%  in  Apple.  It  
IShares Dow Jones U.S.  Techology (IYW)  has 22.9%  in  Apple.  The fund  fell  1 .3% Wednesday,  rebounding  0.8%.  
These  funds’  huge  positions  in  Apple  point to  a problem  with  indexing  in  a stock sector,  especially when  the  index  gives  

greater  weigh  to  st  h  larger  market  alizat  st  iplied  by  shares  ou  stocks  wit  capit  ion  —  ock  price  mult  anding.  
Apple  is  a  behemoth,  weighing  in  at over  $500  billion.  Rival  Microsoft he  second-largest,  t  holding  in  QQQ,  has  a  market  

cap  of  just under  $225  billion.  The  t  or  is  so  t  alizat  ing  t  he  five-largest  heech  sect  op-heavy  by  capit  ion  weight  ha  t  members  of  t  
Nasdaq 100 index are 41 .5% of t  if you  buy a t  slice by far is Apple.he  index.  But  ech  ETF,  your  biggest  

Contributing: Associated Press; USA TODAY’s John Waggoner  
Copyright 2012  The  Associat  s  reserved.  This  mat  be  published,  broadcast  en  ored  Press.  All  right  erial  may  not  ,  rewri  t  
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In  Shift Of Jobs,  Apple Will Ma  cske Some Ma In  U.S.  
By  Catherine  Rampell  and  Nick  Wingfield,  New  York  (NY)  Times  
NewYork Times,  December 7,  2012  
Apple  plans  t  growing  number  of  companies  t  are  bringing  some  manufact  o  t  edo  join  a  small  but  hat  uring  jobs  back  t he  Unit  

States,  drawn  by  t  ical  advant  heir  home  markethe growing  economic and polit  ages of producing in  t  .  
On  T  hy  D.  Cook,  who  built s  efficient  uring  net  hehursday,  Apple’s  chief  executive,  Timot  it  Asian  manufact  work,  said  t  

company  would invest $100  million  in  producing  some  of it  ers  in  t  ed St es,  beyond  ts  Mac  comput  he  Unit  at  he  assembly  work  it  
already  does  in  t  ed  St es.  He  provided  li  t  ail  about  he  money  would  be  spent  kinds  of  workers  mighthe  Unit  at  le  det  how  t  or  what  
benefit.  

Apple,  which  long  manufact  s  in  t  ed  St es  but opped  about  oured  part  he  Unit  at  st  a  decade  ago,  has  been  under  pressure  t  
creat  s  market  sold  237  million  iPods,  iPads,  Macs  and  ot  he  year  ended  ine  more  jobs  here  given  it  power.  It  her  devices  in  t  
September.  

“I  don’t think we have a responsibility to  create a certain  kind  of job,” Mr.  Cook told  Bloomberg Businessweek.  “But I  think  
we do have a responsibility to create jobs.”  

Some  analyst  ha  t  ive  company  like  Apple  could  inspire  a  broader  renaissance  ins  are  hopeful  t  he  move  by  a  big,  innovat  
American  manufact  a number of expert  ical.uring,  but  s  remain  skept  

“I  find  it hard  to  see  how the  supply chains  that drive  manufacturing  are  going  to  move  back here,”  said  Andre  Sharon,  a  
professor at Boston  University and  director of the  Fraunhofer Center for Manufacturing  Innovation.  “So  much  of the  know-how  
has  been  lost  to  Asia,  and  there’s  no  compelling  reason  for  it  when  a  company  says  t  t  eto  return.  It’s  great  hey  wan  o  creat  
American  jobs  — but only  really  helps  t  ry  if  t  hat  st s  a  chain  react  of  ait  he  count  hose  are  jobs  t  belong  here,  if  it art  ion  or  is  part  
bigger economic shift.”  

Over  t  few  years,  companies  across  various  indust  ronics,  aut  ive  and  medical  devices,  havehe  last  ries,  including  elect  omot  
announced that they are “reshoring” jobs after decades of shipping them abroad.  Lower energy costs in  America,  rising wages in  
developing  countries  like  China  and  Brazil,  quality  cont  he  desire  t  he  supply  chain  close  t he  gigantrol issues  and  t  o keep  t  o t  ic  
American  consumer  base  have  all  fact  o  tored  int hese  decisions.  

“Companies  were  going  abroad  in  pursuit  of  cost  reduction,  and  it  turns  out  there  were  a  lot  of  unintended  costs,”  said  
Diane  Swonk, chief economist at Mesirow Financial.  “America has been looking a lot more competitive lately.”  

Even  so,  the  impact on  t  has  been  modest  he  work  brought back  has  been  high-he  American  job  market  so  far.  Much  of  t  
value-added,  aut  ed  product  hat requires few actual workers,  which is part of the reason  America’s higher wages are notomat  ion  t  
scaring  off companies.  

American  manufacturing  has  been  growing  in  the  las  t  he  sect  ill  has  t  han  itwo  years,  bu  t  or  st  wo  million  fewer  jobs  t  had  
when  t  uring  appears  t  er,  even  for  many  ofhe  recession  began  in  December  2007.  Worldwide  manufact  o  be  growing  much  fast  
t  hat  home.  General  Elect  o  buildhe  American-owned  companies  t  are  expanding  at  ric,  for  example,  has  hired  American  workers  t  
water  heaters,  refrigerat  opload  washers,  but  inues  tors,  dishwashers  and  high-efficiency  t  cont  o  add  more  jobs  overseas  as  well.  

Apple  has  not announced  plans  t  he  complex,  fast  ions  of  it  lines.  Macs  now  represento  move  t  er-growing  port  s  product  a  
relatively small part of Apple’s business,  account  han  20  percent  s  nearly  $36  billion  in  revenue  in  it  recenting  for  less  t  of  it  s  most  
quarter.  T  to  be  made  inhe  company’s  iPad  and  iPhone  products,  which  amount to  nearly 70 percent of its  sales,  will  continue  
low-cost cent  uring like China,  most  ract  h outers ofmanufact  ly on  cont  wit  side companies like Foxconn.  
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Mr.  Cook’s  statements  suggested  Apple  was  planning  to  build  more  of  the  Mac’s  components  domestically,  but  with  
partners.  He told Bloomberg Businessweek that the  plan  “doesn’t mean  that Apple  will do it ourselves,  but we’ll be working  with  
people, and we’ll be investing ourmoney.”  

Whether Apple’s  newly  announced  plan  might help  create  he  supply  line  depends  on  tother higher-paying  jobs  along  t  he  
nat  he  manufacture of t  uring.  

Ot  ermanufact  rickling back t he Unit  at  er largely shift  he 1990s.her  comput  uring  has  been  t  o  t  ed  St es  aft  ing  overseas  in  t  
In  October,  Lenovo,  the  comput  based  in  China,  said  it  s  Think-branded  computer  giant  would  begin  making  it  ers,  including  

notebooks,  desktops  and  some  t  s,  at  y  in  Whit  ,  N.C.  The  move  will  creat  uring  jobs  a  he  plantablet  a facilit  se t  e 115  manufact  t  ,  
the  company  said.  

Mark  St on,  direct  ions  for  Lenovo,  said  t  moving  t  o  t  ed  St esant  or  of  global  supply  chain  communicat  hat  he  jobs  t he  Unit  at  
would  allow  Lenovo  to  offer  faster  t  imes  for  it  omers  in  Nort  han  if  turnaround  t  s  cust  h  America  t  he  machines  were  coming  from  
overseas,  and  t  he  company  was  not  ing  t  ical  pressure.ha  t  specifically creat  he American  jobs because of any polit  

“We’re  certainly  not  unaware  of the  economic situation  and  political  environment,”  he  said.  “It’s  an  added  benefit,  but we  
didn’t go in with that premise.  We went in with a business case.”  

The  globalized  model  of  t  ronics  indust  year  by  supply  chain  disrupt  er  floods  in  Thailand.he  elect  ry  was  shaken  last  ions  aft  
The  auto  industry  faced  similar  challenges  aft  he  t  coincident  ly  announced  t  iter  t  sunami  in  Japan.  Not  ally,  Ford  recent  hat was  
adding  1 ,200  jobs  in  Michigan,  and  foreign-owned  aut  urers  like  Honda  and  Volkswagen  have  also  investo  manufact  ed  in  more  
hiring  and  training  in  Indiana  and  Tennessee.  

For  t  part  o  be  st  ion  in  t  ed  St es  for  domest  omers,  as  opposedhe  most  ,  companies  seem  t  epping  up  product  he  Unit  at  ic  cust  
t  s,  said  Chad  Mout  he  chief  economist  he  Nat  ion  of  Manufact  heiro  export  ray,  t  a  t  ional  Associat  urers.  (Companies  are  moving  t  
product  o  where  t  omers  are  in  Europe,  t  -Packard supplied all of Europe’s desktopsion  closer  t  heir  cust  oo.  Five  years  ago,  Hewle  t  
from  China,  bu  today  it manufact  he  Czech  Republic,  Turkey  and  Russia  inst  o  Tony  Prophetures  in  t  ead,  according  t  ,  senior  vice  
president for operations for H.P.’s PCs and printers.)  

Bu  t  ed  St es  is  also  becoming  a  more  a  t  ive  place  t  ure  goods  dest  s.  Whilehe  Unit  at  ract  o  manufact  ined  for  overseas  market  
the  National  Associat  urers  and  ot  an  ant  ax  and  regulation  of  Manufact  her  business  groups  complain  about  ibusiness  t  ory  
environment in  America,  an  international  ranking from  the  World Bank on  the “ease of doing business” placed the United States  
near t  op of t  , and  count  he Philippines near t  om.he  t  he  list  ries  like  Brazil,  India  and  t  he  bo  t  

“If you  ask how many days does it take to open  a business,  to get electricity,  things like  that,  you  realize there are  a lot of  
reasons  why  the  business  environment is  really  much  be  t  han  in  places  whereer  here  t  labor happens to  be  really cheap,”  said  
Torsten  Slok,  chief  internat  at  sche  Bank  Securitional  economist Deut  ies.  

On  Thursday,  the  White  House  said  it  o  see  more  big  American  companies  bringing  back  manufactwas  encouraging  t  uring.  
“Policy  matters,  and  our  count  hat  uring,  R.&  D.,  infrast  ure,  skills  and  try  is  pushing  policies  t  encourage  manufact  ruct  he  

support for growing  supply chains,” said  Gene Sperling,  director of the  president’s National Economic Council.  “I  think what you  
want is  a  mut  rends  t  make  t  ive  for  manufactually  reinforcing  cycle,  where  basic  economic  t  hat  he  U.S.  more  compe  it  uring  and  for  
creat  ed  by  policies  t  recognize  t  ion  decisions  have  broader  spillovering  supply  chains  is  encouraged  and  support  hat  hose  locat  
impact hat  he  economy beyond specific companies.”s  t  benefi  t  

Charles  Duhigg  and  Quent  ribut  ing.in  Hardy  cont  ed  report  

US Reps.  Expect Deeper LookAt NJ Derailment  
By  GeoffMulvihill  
Associat  isted  Bapt Press,  December 7,  2012  
CLARKSBORO,  N.J.  (AP)  — Federal  regulat  ions  of  rail  bridges  and  ot  ruct  s  onions  require  inspect  her  infrast  ure  and  report  

accidents,  but leave  i  t  railroad  owners  t  he  work  to  freight  o  do  t  hemselves.  
After  a  derailmen  that  housands  of  gallons  of  a  hazardous  chemical  int he  air  last week  in  New  Jersey,  forcingreleased  t  o  t  

dozens  of  households  to  be  evacuated,  a  congressman  said  Wednesday  t  it  ime  t  he  called  “a  culture  of selfhat is  t  o  end  what  -
regulation” for the industry.  

“We’ve  got  to  come  up  with  a  sensible  set  of  regulations,”  U.S.  Rep.  Rob  Andrews,  a  Democrat  whose  district includes  
Paulsboro,  t  e of t  , t  ed Press on Wednesday.he  sit  he  derailment old  The  Associat  

Andrews,  and  Republican  Reps.  Pat Meehan  of  Pennsylvania  and  Frank  LoBiondo  of  New  Jersey,  met Thursday  at a  
command  cent  h  officials  working  on  t  response.  The  congressmen  said  t  oer  in  nearby  Clarksboro  wit  he  accident  hey  expec  t  
hold hearings looking  at bot he causes of t  and t  o ith  t  he  derailment  he  response  t .  

An  indust  he  rail  companies  have  specific  requirement  he  Federal  Railroad  Administ ionry  spokeswoman  said  t  s  from  t  rat  
and  ot  ors,  and  t  makes  sense  for  companies  t  heir  own  inspect  on  t  s.her  regulat  ha  it  o  conduc  t  ions  and  report  heir  own  accident  
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“We  are  the  only  mode  of  transportation  that  owns,  maintains  and  repairs  its  own  infrastructure,”  said  Holly  Arthur,  a  
spokeswoman  for  the  Association  of American  Railroads.  “It  is  in  the  railroad’s  interest  to  ensure  that  infrastructure  is  world-
class.”  

Many  st  ion,  she  said,  are  laid  out  ions  and  t  he  power  t  erandards  for  rail  operat  in  federal  regulat  he  FRA  has  t  o  go  aft  
noncompliant railroads  wit  ies.  She  said  t  he  indust  o  haul  hazardous  chemicals  and  th  civil  penalt  ha  t  ry  is  required  by  law  t  hat  
leaks  are  rare.  

Last Friday,  seven  cars  on  an  84-car  t  yle  bridge  over  Mantrain  derailed  on  or  near  a  swivel-st  ua  Creek  in  Paulsboro.  A  
t  o  make  PVC  plast  ured,  sending  t  he  chemicalanker  car  carrying  vinyl  chloride,  a  gas  used  t  ic,  was  rupt  housands  of  gallons  of  t  
int he  ato  t  mosphere.  

Dozens  of  people  who  live  or  work  nearby  were  checked  out at  han  emergency  room  and  none  showed  serious  healt  
effects.  Since  then,  more  t  he  indust  own  across  t  ernathan  200  homes  in  t  rial  t  he  Delaware  River  from  Philadelphia  Int  ional  Airport  
have  been  evacuated.  Vinyl  chloride  levels  have  intermi  t ly  risen  high  enough  t  workers  t  o  recover  tent  hat  rying  t  he  remaining  
chemical,  which  nat  o a solid,  have been  pulled  off turally  hardened  int  he  scene.  

On  Thursday,  t  Guard  said  it  he  vinyl  chloride  from  t  anker  and  was  moving  in  ahe  Coast  had  removed  all  t  he  breached  t  
150-t  o  move  t  o  a  barge.  The  evacuat  ed  t  o  effect until  Sunday  becauseon  crane  t  he  derailed  cars  ont  ion  was  expect  o  remain  int  
other  cars  containing  t  ill  had  the  chemical  st  o  be  moved.  

Meanwhile,  Paulsboro  residents  are  growing  frustrat  a  raucous  meet  h  officials  Wednesday  nighted.  At  ing  wit  ,  hundreds  
showed  up  wit  ha  t  ing  inconsist  informat  whet  he  air  was  safe  t  he  and  whenh  concerns  t  hey  were  ge  t  ent  ion  about  her  t  o  breat  
everyone  could  ret  o  turn  t heir  homes.  

Andrews  said  one  area  he  wants  to  explore  is  the  structure  of the  government’s  response  team,  which  includes  several  
federal,  state  and  local  agencies  coordinat  he  U.S.  Coasted  by  t  Guard.  

“When everyone’s in charge,” he said,  “no one’s in charge.”  
He  said  t  for  fut  his,  perhaps  one  specific  agency  should  be  given  broad  powers  t  he  Federalhat  ure  problems  like  t  he  way  t  

Emergency  Management Agency  is  aft  ural  disaster  nat  ers.  
“I’m  certainly  aware  of  the  fact  that  people  in  the  community  have  had t  ion  and  too  much  misinformat  oo  many  false  

deadlines,” he said.  
Meehan said that’s one of the issues he wants to explore after the accident investigation is complete.  
The  National  Transportat  y  Board  is  invest  ing  t  ruled  on  ition  Safet  igat  he  crash  and  has  not  s  cause.  
But board  chairman  Deborah  Hersman  has  laid  out  he  bridge,  originally  built  he  weekshow  t  in  1873,  had  problems  in  t  

leading  up  t he  derailment  he  t  o  t  yle  st  ure  on  Friday,  t  was  red.  She  saido  t  .  When  t  rain  pulled  up  t he  swivel-st  ruct  he  signal  light  
that was an  indication  that all four locking  mechanisms on  the  bridge  were not secured.  But after the train’s conductor looked  at  
t  ruct  cher  several  miles  away  t  .he  st  ure,  he  received  permission  from  a  dispat  o  cross  even  under  a  red  light  

Hersman  was  careful  t  ha  t  rain  crew  members  followed  t  raining.o say t  he t  heir t  
But Andrews  said  t  guidance  may  have  been  incorrecthat  .  
He said it’s a similar story with other railroad  ma  t  he  FRA  may  have  been  following  t  ocol,  he  said,ers.  Conrail  and  t  heir  prot  

bu  t  hemselves  could  be  flawed.he  rules  t  
There  was  a  derailment  on  the  same  bridge  in  August  2009,  but  from  the  publicly  available  documents,  it’s  hard  to  tell  

whet  was  similar to last week’s.her  it  
Consolidated  Rail  Corp.  and  Norfolk-Southern,  a  t  ime  co-owners  of  t  he  requisithe  t  he  line,  each  filed  t  e  one-page  form  on  

the  accident,  which  caused  $480,000  in  damage  when  nine  coal  cars  derailed.  According  t  he  form  to  a  code  on  t  he  cause  was  
found to be “bridge misalignment.”  

Each  form  cont  one  sent  en  descript  happened.ained just  ence ofwri t  ion  ofwhat  
Neit  he  FRA  nor  t  igat  he  accident  and  neit  o  do  so.her  t  he  NTSB  invest  ed  t  —  her  was  required  t  
Railroad  experts  agree  tha  t  ively  few  swivel-t  of  an  est  ed  75,000  there  are  relat  ype  bridges  remaining  out  imat  o  100,000  

freight rail  bridges  across  t  ry.he  count  
But FRA spokesman  Kevin  Thompson said t  keep a complet  ory of bridges,  eithe  agency  does  not  e  invent  her.  
Andrews  said  he  believes  t  an  independent  er  role  in  rail  safet  rains  carryinghat  agency  should  have  a  great  y,  especially  for  t  

hazardous  mat  hat  h.erials  t ,  if  spilled,  can  jeopardize  public  healt  
He said it’s Congress that needs to force such changes.  
Bob  Comer,  an  Ohio  man  who  has  investigated  300  t  s,  most  witrain  accident  on  his  own  and  some  as  an  expert  ness  for  

plaintiff’s lawyers in lawsuits,  said the problems run deep.  
“All the way back to 1825 when  the railroad industry started in  the United States,” he said,  “they have put money ahead  of  

safety.”  
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Jeb Bush To Lea  tionad Na  l Constitution  Center  
By  Maryclaire  Dale,  Associated  Press  
Associated  Press,  December 7,  2012  
PHILADELPHIA  (AP)  —  It  might  not  be  the  White  House,  but  former  Florida  Gov.  Jeb  Bush  will  follow  in  his  father’s  

foo  st  he  Nat  ut  er  in  Philadelphia.eps as head  of t  ional Cons it ion Cent  
The  younger  Bush  on  Thursday  was  named  t  chairman  of  t  Georgehe  next  he  Philadelphia  museum,  a  job  former  President  

H.W.  Bush  held  from  2007-2008.  Anot  ,  Bill  Clint  he  pos  t  four  years.her  former  president  on,  has  held  t  he  last  
Bush,  59, said he feels a cultural shift brewing in the United States. He’s been  reading up on U.S. and world hist  o t oory  t ry  t  

prepare  for  it.  
“I  think ...  there’s going  to  be  a time  of cultural  change  in  our country,”  Bush  said,  “and  typically these  have  been  done  in  

ways that people didn’t anticipate.  
“I want to learn about the past so I can think about the future,” he said.  
But asked if a run  for president  ure in 2016,  Bush demurred  and polit  he tis  in  his  fut  ely  changed  t  opic.  
Bush himself is bilingual,  and led  a diverse,  immigrant  ion as governor of Florida from 1999-2007.-rich  populat  
He said he hopes to fill “a critical void in our country” as he carries out the center’s mission of improving civic education and  

engagement.  
And  he  joked  that he  was  honored  t  on  as  chairman  because  t  and  someto  follow  Clint  he  Democrat  ime  Bush  family  rival  

has become like “a brother from anothermother.”  
“He has developed a relationship with my dad that is verymoving,” Jeb Bush said.  “These guys have become really close.”  
In  2006,  both Clinton  and the elder Bush  received the Constitution  Center’s Liberty Medal,  an  o tannual  award given  t hose  

whose  act  t  he  Unit  at  heir  effort  ims  ofions  represen  he  founding  principles  of  t  ed  St es.  They  were  honored  for  t  s  helping  vict  
Hurricane  Katrina  and  the  t  heastsunami  in  sout  Asia.  

Prior  to  becoming  governor,  Jeb  Bush  worked  in  banking  in  Texas  and  Venezuela.  He is also the state’s former commerce  
secretary.  

Former Pennsylvania Gov.  Ed Rendell,  the board’s vice chairman,  said he knows Bush to be a consensus builder who will  
bring  a  fresh  vision  to  the  Constitution  Center’s  mission.  T  heir  gubernat  erms  overlapped,hey  worked  together  when  t  orial  t  
Rendell  said.  

The  center explores constitutional ideals through its museum  exhibits,  which include  rare  artifacts,  a theater,  and Signers’  
Hall,  which  holds  42  life-size,  bronze  statues  of  t  hers.  The  Cons  it ion  Cent  s  public  lecthe  Founding  Fat  ut  er  also  host  ures  and  
debates,  and  houses  the  Annenberg  Cent  ion  and  Outer  for  Educat  reach.  

Bush  said  the  country’s  problems  may  seem  daunting,  but  pale  in  comparison  to  those  faced  by  the  nation’s  founders,  
disparate  people  who  came  toget  uther and  forged  a cons it ion.  

“If they were to have done that, we can solve the fiscal cliff problem and we can solve other problems,” Bush said.  
Copyright 2012  Associat  s  reserved.  This  mat  be  published,  broadcast  en,  ored  Press.  All  right  erial  may  not  ,  rewri  t  

redist  ed.ribut  

MSNBC's Chris  Ha  ryyes  Promises More Cuomo Commenta  
By  Mackenzie  Weinger  
Politico,  December 7,  2012  
MSNBC’s Chris Hayes says he’s not done taking on New YorkGovernorAndrewCuomo.  
Hayes has slammed Cuomo on  his Saturday show “Up  with Chris Hayes” for not supporting fellow Democrats in  the  state  

senat —  hursday he’ll keep following the story.e  and he told Crain’s NewYork on T  
“Yes,  I will,” Hayes told Crain’s Insider.  “I  will probably do an  update on  the [state Senate] deal,  to keep viewers filled in  on  

the  deal  that  was  struck this  week,  and  the  [governor’s]  op-ed.  But I  think  we’ll  continue  to  cover  it,  particularly [the  push  for]  
public  [campaign]  financing,  because  that’s  extremely important,  and  it’s  a  structural  shift,  and  it’s  a  shift  that I  think  we  really  
need.”  

“T  a general  frustration,  which  is  that  New  York  state  should  be  a kind  of laboratory for  ambitious,  progressivehere  is  
solut  o  problems—the demographic profile, the party ID numbers.  And it has not been,” Hayes added.ions  t  
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And  Hayes  told  Crain’s  that  viewers  of his  show  can  expect more  commentary  on  the  New York governor,  especially as  
Cuomo is considered  a pot ial 2016 president  e.ent  ial  candidat  

“If the  governor’s people  decide  that they’re mad  at me and they never want to talk to  me again—which they haven’t,  I’ve  
been  in  contact wit he  office—but  if they  decide  that  I’ll  neverh t  be  able  to  interview  Andrew  Cuomo,  that’s  fine,”  Hayes  told  
Crain’s.  “I’m operating in a universe where I just don’t have to worry about that stuff.  I coverwhat I want to cover,  and I  say what I  
think is true.”  

Cuomo’s office had no comment.  

Fina  mpa  rs Recordl Ca  ign  Reports: 2012 Election  Nea  
By  Stephen  Braun  And  Jack  Gillum  
Associated  Press,  December 7,  2012  
WASHINGTON  (AP)  — Final  campaign  finance  t  rickled  out  ial  race  expect  o  be  tallies  t  Thursday  for  a  president  ed  t  he  most  

expensive  in  U.S.  polit  ory,  showing  a  last  e  $10  million  cont  ion  t  ical  act  ee  backingical  hist  -minut  ribut  o  a  polit  ion  commi  t  
Republican  candidate  Mi  t Romney  from  a  billionaire  Las  Vegas  casino  magnate  who  has  been  the  election’s  biggest  
moneyman.  

The  $10  million  donation  by  Sheldon  Adelson  to  the  Restore  Our  Future  “super”  PAC  raised  the  casino  owner’s  total  
cont  ions  for  t  o  at  $72  million,  all  for  Republicans.ribut  he 2012 campaign t  least  

The  new  campaign  finance  filings  t he  Federal  Elect  heo  t  ion  Commission  were  among  newly-released  records  covering  t  
final  two  weeks  of  the  race,  when  campaign  organizat  Barack  Obama,  along  witions  for  Romney  and  President  h  a  slew  of  super  
PACs,  raised  and  spent millions  t  ed  $2  billion  campaign.oward  an  expect  

By  late  October,  bot  ures,  and  super  PACs  supporth  campaigns  already  had  neared  $1  billion  in  expendit  ing  Obama  and  
Romney  had  spent more  t  ically-oriented  nonprofit  “social  welfare”  organizations  that do  nothan  $500  million  in  media  ads.  Polit  
have  to  declare  their  finances  or  ident  heir  fundraisers  have  spentify t  hundreds ofmillions more on  so-called issue ads.  

Adelson,  who  owns  casinos  in  Las  Vegas,  Singapore  and  t  errit  he  t  hehe  Chinese  t  ory  of  Macau,  has  been  t  op  donor  in  t  
2012  race.  He  has  provided  more  t  ing Romney and  ot  ial  candidat  ionalhan  $54  million  support  her  GOP  president  es  and  an  addit  
$18 million  for other  Republicans.  

The  lat  $10  million  figure  for  donat  he  pro-est  ions  for  Adelson  and  his  wife,  Miriam,  was  released  Thursday  only  for  t  
RomneyRestore Our Future, but the couple’s totals could grow as more campaign finance tallies are reported.  

Adelson  vowed  early  on  in  t  ial  race  t  his  polit  ions  would  t  he  Novemberhe  president  hat  ical  donat  op  $100  million  by  t  
election.  His  postelect  ot  mat  hat  t  e  also  hintion  super  PAC  t al  does  not  ch  t  figure,  bu  he  casino  magnat  ed  he  would  also  give  
millions  more  to  GOP-leaning  nonprofits  t  do  not  o  repor  t  s  t he  FEC,  but  ead  provide  confidenthat  have  t  heir  war  chest o  t  inst  ial  
figures  t he  Into  t  ernal  Revenue  Service.  

Along  with  his  dominant presence  in  t  ial  race,  Adelson  also  poured  money  inthe  president  o  super  PACs  backing  several  
GOP Senate candidates in t  he elect  han  $1 .5 million  in  Adelson  money wen  the final  weeks of t  ion.  More t  o a super PAC backing  
GOP  candidate  George  Allen  in  Virginia,  $1  million  to  a  commi  t  e  Pet  ra  and  $500,000  tee  aiding  Michigan  candidat  er  Hoekst  o  a  
super  PAC  supporting  Sen.  Sco  t Brown.  All  were  defeated.  

Ot  op  last  e  donors  t he  pro-Romney  Rest  ee  included  Larry  Ellison,  head  of  soft  Oracleher  t  -minut  o  t  ore  commi  t  ware  giant  
Corp.,  who  gave  $3  million,  and  Houst  McNair,  who  gave  $1  million.  The  Renco  Group,  a  New  Yorkon  Texans  owner  Robert  
company  headed  by  invest  ,  also  gave  $1  million.or  Ira  Rennert  

Adelson  recently  told  The  Wall  St  Journal  t  he  would  double  his  $100  invest  in  GOP  causes  by  treet  hat  ment  he  next  
elect  he  financial  muscle  t  .  His  massive  campaign  donat  ive  casino  holdings  inion  and  he  has  t  o  do  it  ions  are  backed  by  his  lucrat  
the  U.S.  and  Macau.  The  most  recent  November  quarterly  statement  of his  Las  Vegas  Sands  Corp.  estimated  that  Adelson’s  
casino revenues surged $1 .11 billion  in  the first nine mont  h ths of 2012  compared  wit he same period  in  2011 .  

In  lat  special  dividend  of $2.75  share  in  anticipation  of the  threatenede  November,  Adelson’s  company  announced  a  a  
“fiscal  cliff” rise in federal tax rates.  The dividend move netted Adelson  — who owns more than  half of Sands’ 820 million  shares  
— an est  ed personal gain  of as much  as $1 .2 billion,  according t  s.imat  o  financial  analyst  

Adelson’s  role  as  the  premiere  fundraiser  in  American  politics  could  be  complicated  by his  casino  company’s  continuing  
struggles  with  t  over  t  ice  Depart  and  Securithe  federal  government  ax  revenues  and  Just  ment  ies  and  Exchange  Commission  
invest  ions  focusing  on  possible  violat  he  Foreign  Corrupt  ices  Act which  t  s  money-laundering  andigat  ions  of  t  Pract  ,  arget  
int  ional  bribery.ernat  

Sands’  recent  quarterly  statement  acknowledged  the  federal  probes  as  well  as  iat  h  he  IRSnegot ions  wit t  over  
“unrecognized  tax  benefits”  highlighted  by  a  tax  audit  of the  company’s  Macao  and  Singapore  casino  earnings  between  2005  
and  2009.  
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Sands cited a “possible settlement ofmatters presently under consideration at appeals in connection with the IRS audit.”  
Copyright 2012  Associat  s  reserved.  This  mat  be  published,  broadcast  en,  ored  Press.  All  right  erial  may  not  ,  rewri  t  
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Romney Raised $86 Million  In  Closing Weeks  
By  Tarini  Parti  
Politico,  December 7,  2012  
Mitt Romney’s victory effort raised $86 million between Oct.  18 and Nov. 26, his campaign said Thursday.  
The  t al  reflect  by  t  he  Republican  Nat  ee.ot  s  a  combined  fundraising  effort  he  Romney  campaign  and  t  ional  Commi  t  
According  t he  email  from  t  hough  t  s  will  show  t  he  campaign  st  heo  t  he  campaign,  alt  he  report  ha  t  ill  has  $24.4  million  in  t  

bank,  that  number  number  “does  not  take  into  account  spending  current  inues  tly  in  process.  The  campaign  cont  o  process  
invoices  for  pre-election expenses and forecasts that there will be less than $1  million at year end.”  

About 91 .8  percent  ions  during  t  t  he  campaign  raised  $28  million  fromof  donat  ha  ime  period  were  $250  or  less,  and  t  
checks  less  than  $250.  

“Romney Victory continued its strong fundraising  through the  final  weeks of the  campaign.  Every dollar we  raised  was put  
to use in the effort to elect Mitt Romney,” said Romney Victory National Finance Chairman Spencer  Zwick  in  the  email.  

Official  numbers  and  details  regarding  how  the  money  was  spent  Thursday  when  botwill  be  released  by  midnight  h  
commi  tees  file  campaign  finance  reports  wit he  Federal  Electh  t  ion  Commission.  

Oba  Outspent Romney In  Fina  ysma  l Da  
By  Dave  Levinthal  
Politico,  December 7,  2012  
In  late  June,  his  fundraising  machine  struggling,  President  Barack  Obama  darkly  declared  to  supporters,  “I  will  be  

outspent.”  
So  much for that:  As  the  presidential  election  reached  its  climax,  Obama’s  campaign  spending  dwarfed  that of Romney’s  

campaign,  outspending  its  Republican  count  by  more  t  ween  Oct  ion  Day,  according  terpart  han  $71  million  bet  .  18  and  Elect  o  
document  wit he  Federal  Elect  inue  Readings filed Thursday night h t  ion  Commission.  Cont  

Such  spending,  coupled  with  the  late,  but heavy  support from  friendly  super PACs  and  union  groups,  boosted  Obama’s  
fort  atunes in  key swing  st es such  as Florida,  Virginia,  Iowa,  New Hampshire,  Colorado,  Nevada and  Ohio,  all  ofwhich  he won.  

For  perspective,  the  $176.4  million  Obama’s  campaign  spent  during  this  brief  but  critical  period  could  run  all  city  
government operat  on,  Ohio,  for  more  tions  in  Dayt  han  a  year.  

As  it was, the bulk of Obama’s money went toward  campaign  advertisements,  production  and  consulting  —  han  $85more  t  
million  from  Oct.  18  to  Nov.  26,  according  to  the  campaign’s  filings.  Online  advertising  accounted  for another $22.66  million  in  
spending.  

Travel ($9.6 million) and payroll ($4.44 million) also cons it ed  major 11t  he campaign.ut  h  hour  expenses  for  t  
The $111  million  raised by Obama’s committees and the Democratic National Committee in  the weeks immediately before  

and  after the election  also boosted their collective fundraising total to more than  $1.12 billion,  POLITICO’s calculations of federal  
filings indicate. Obama’s campaign alone raised more than $88 million of that from Oct. 18 to Nov. 26.  

Romney’s  committees  and  the  Republican  National  Committee  raised  about $86  million  during  the  same  period,  federal  
records  show.  

As  of Nov.  26,  Obama’s  campaign  commi  t  s  account  ,  hisee  had  $5.4  million  remaining  in  it  versus  $7.22  million  in  debt  
filing  shows.  

This  means  his  commi  tee  will  likely  continue  fundraising  even  t  her  campaigns  though  Obama  has  no  furt  o  run.  
Kennet  ribut  o  t  .h  P.  Vogel  cont  ed  t his  report  

Libera  ve To  Priorities USAAction  Super PAC At 11th Hourl Donors Ga  
By  Dave  Levinthal  
Politico,  December 7,  2012  
Once-bedraggled,  pro-Barack  Obama  super  PAC  Priorit  ion  saved  it  fundraising  effort  ,  reapingies  USA  Act  s  best  s  for  last  

riches from liberal donors and labor unions during the presidential election’s final three weeks.  
Invest  ies  USA  Actor  Henry  Laufer  and  Renaissance  Technologies  Chairman  James  Simons  each  gave  Priorit  ion  $1 .5  

million  between  Oct.  18  and  Elect  s  filed  wit he  Federal  Election  Day,  federal  document  h  t  ion  Commission  on  Thursday  night  
show.  Continue  Reading  
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Media  mogul  Fred  Eychaner,  law  firm  chief  St  yn  and  Renaissance  Technologies  Chief  Execut  ephen  Roberteve  Most  ive  St  
each  added  $1  million,  helping  Priorit  ion  raise  nearly  $15.2  million  for  t  pummeled  Republicanies  USA  Act  he  period  as  it  
president  e  Mi  t  h  relent  ive  advertisements during the campaign’s final days.ial  candidat  Romney  wit  less  negat  

Union  en  it  h-hour  cash,  including  t  ernat  h  America  ($1ies  also  ponied  up  serious  11 t  he  Laborers  Int  ional  Union  of  Nort  
million  on  Nov.  5),  Int  ional  Brot  rical  Workers  ($500,000)  and  t  ed  Brot  ers  andernat  herhood  of  Elect  he  Unit  herhood  of  Carpent  
Joiners’s Working forWorking Americans super PAC ($500,000).  

In  all,  Priorities  USA  Action  spent  ween  Oct  he  period  witnearly $21  million  bet  . 18 and Nov.  26 while ending t  h $4.33 million  
cash  on  hand  and  no  debt.  

While  most of  t  spent  e  Oct  i-Romney  ads,  the  money  it  in  lat  ober  and  early  November  funded  ant  he  super  PAC  did  spend  
six-figure  amount  rat  report indicates.s  on  research  and  media  st egy  services,  it  

Such  spending  is  remarkable  considering  Priorit  ion  began  t  ut  all  asies  USA  Act  he  year  des  it e,  barely  raising  any  money  at  
Democrat  ing  super  PACs,  which  by  law  may  raise  and  spend  unlimit  s  ofs,  largely  on  principle,  shunned  support  ed  amount  
money t  e or a t  es.o  promot  ack  candidat  

But Obama  in  February  gave  t  approval  t  ies  USA  Act  wo  of  his  formeracit  o  his  funders  backing  Priorit  ion,  which  is  run  by  t  
Whit  affers,  Bill  Burte  House  st  on  and  Sean  Sweeney.  

From  that point  o  roll  in,  even  if  Priorit  ion  never  compet  h  itforward,  cash  slowly  began  t  ies  USA  Act  ed  dollar-for-dollar  wit s  
main  Republican  super  PAC  count  s,  pro-Romney  Rest  ure  and  Karl  Rove-backed  American  Crossroads.  Inerpart  ore  Our  Fut  
August,  it had  raised  $10.13  million,  and  in  Sept  raised  $15.2  million,  adding  anot  he  first 17  daysember,  it  her $13 million  during t  
ofOct  s federal  reportober,  it  s  show.  

Ca  te $10 Million  Betsino OwnerAided Romney In  La  
By  Stephen  Braun  And  Jack  Gillum  
Associated  Press,  December 7,  2012  
WASHINGTON  (AP)  — New  campaign  finance  figures  for  t  wo  weeks  of  t  hathe  final t  he  2012  campaign  show t  Las  Vegas  

casino  magnate  Sheldon  Adelson  and  his  wife  gave  $10  million  to  a  “super”  political  committee  supporting  losing  GOP  
president  e  Mi  tial  candidat  Romney.  

Adelson,  who  owns  casinos  in  Las  Vegas,  Singapore  and  t  errit  he  t  hehe  Chinese  t  ory  of  Macau,  has  been  t  op  donor  in  t  
2012  race,  providing  more  t  ing  Romney  and  ot  ial  candidat  ional  $18han  $54  million  support  her  GOP  president  es  and  an  addit  
million  for  ot  he  pro-Romney  Resther  Republicans.  The  new  $10  million  figure  for  Adelson  and  his  wife,  Miriam,  is  for  t  ore  Our  
Fut  heir  t als  could  grow  as  final  campaign  finance  t  ed  Thursday.ure  super  PAC,  bu  t  ot  allies  are  report  

Adelson had  vowed t  han  $100 million  on GOP causes t  ion  cycle.o  spend  more  t  his  elect  
Copyright 2012  Associat  s  reserved.  This  mat  be  published,  broadcast  en,  ored  Press.  All  right  erial  may  not  ,  rewri  t  
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Sheldon  Adelson  Gave Another $10 Million  To Pro-Romney Super PAC  
By  Dave  Levinthal  
Politico,  December 7,  2012  
Billionaire  casino  mogul  Sheldon  Adelson  kept  giving  and  giving  to  the  bitter  end  of Republican  Mitt  Romney’s  doomed  

presidential  campaign.  
Adelson,  along  wit  o  t  of  pro-Romney  super  PAC  Rest  ure  onh  wife,  Miriam,  poured  $10  million  int he  account  ore  Our  Fut  

Oct  s  filed  t  h  t  ion  Commission  indicat  inue  Reading. 19,  new document  oday wit he Federal Elect  e.  Cont  
The  massive  donat  s  nearly  half  t  ore  Our  Fut  ween  Oct  hroughion  represent  he  $21.15  million  Rest  ure  raised  bet  .  18  t  

Election  Day  on  Nov.  6  — an  amoun  t  exceeds  what  her  super  PAC  in  t  ion  collect  he  pas  that  nearly  every  ot  he  nat  ed  during  t  wo  
years.  

An  eclectic  mix  of  notable  businesspeople  also  made  big-dollar,  11 -hour  cont  ions  t  ore  Our  Futribut  o  Rest  ure,  including  
Oracle  Corp.  Chief  Execut  on  Texans  Chairman  Robertive  Officer  Lawrence  Ellison  ($3  million),  Houst  McNair  ($1  million)  and  
Jimmy John’s sub shop founder James Liautaud ($500,000).  

Ot  sburgh Tribune-Review Publisher Richard Scaife  ($417,500),  former Price  is  Right  Bobhers  include  Pi  t  game  show  host  
Barker ($174,200),  Dick’s Sporting Goods Chairman Edward Stack ($100,000) and Mary Brock,  co-owner of the WNBA’s Atlanta  
Dream  ($100,000).  

Several  corporat  ies  also  made  big-dollar  cont  ions,  including  t  y-based  holding  company  Rencoe  en  it  ribut  he  New  York  Cit  
Group  ($1  million),  which  is  led  by  invest  rialist  ,  and  aut  al  and  service  companyor,  miner  and  indust  Ira  Rennert  o  sales,  rent  
Penske  Corp.  ($250,000).  
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Restore  Our  Future  spent  ween  Oct  of  t  funded  advert  s,  alt$45.5  million  bet  .  18  and  Nov.  26.  Most  hat  isement  hough  $1 .33  
million went to the Podium Capital Group for “fundraising consulting services.”  

As  of  Nov.  26,  the  super  PAC  reported  $842,061  left  s  coffer  and  no  debt  inguished  nearly  all  of  tin  it  ,  having  ext  he  $153  
million  it raised  during  the  election  cycle  primarily  on  advertisements  slamming  President Barack Obama,  or earlier,  Romney’s  
Republican  primary  foes  in  Newt Gingrich  and  Rick  Santorum.  

Overall,  the  Adelsons  gave  $30  million  in  the  2012  cycle  to  Restore  Our  Future.  T  tens  of  millions  ofhat  doesn’t  count  
dollars  more  t  o several  ot  ing  super PACs,  including $15  million  t he  previously pro-he  Adelsons  gave  t  her  Republican-support  o  t  
Newt Gingrich  Winning  Our  Fut  ee.ure  commi  t  

Although the Adelsons’ massive amounts of cash largely went toward  supporting  candidates who lost,  Sheldon  Adelson  is  
remaining  quite  visible,  meeting  t  h  this  week  wit op  Republican  congressional  and  campaign  leaders.  

He  told  the  Wall  Street  Journal  this  week  that  he’s  considering  spending  at  least  $100  million  or  more  during  future  
campaigns.  

Republica Na  l Committee Finished 2012 Cycle Debt-Freen  tiona  
By  Sean  Sullivan  And  Aaron  Blake  

on  PostWashingt  , December 7,  2012  
The  Republican  Nat  ee  will  release  a  report er  t  showing  zero  debt  erional  Commi  t  lat onight  and  $3  million  cash  on  hand  aft  

the  2012  election  cycle,  a  commi  t  ells  The  Fix.  The  commi  t  raised  it  ic  count  $293  million  tee  source  t  ee  out  s  Democrat  erpart  o  
$181  million  this  year,  and  the  DNC  ended  t  ion  wit  han  $20  million  in  debt and  $9.7  million  cash  on  hand,he  elect  h  more  t  
according to its report.  It’s normal for committees to go into debt at the end of the election; the question is usually howmuch.  The  
RNC  had  $25 million in debt at the start ofChairman Reince Priebus’s tenure in 2011 .  

In  Priva  l Strate Meeting,  RNC,  GOP Digita  tegists Look To Improve  
By  Kyle  Trygstad  
Roll Call,  December 7,  2012  
Several dozen  Republican  digital  strategists met at the Capitol Hill Club  on  hursday to hear what worked  and  what didn’tT  

from  the digital heads of t  Romney campaign and t  ional Commi the  Mi  t  he  Republican  Nat  ee.  
According  to  three  sources  in  t  he  t  ing  was  a  review  of  t  rics  from  the  room,  t  wo-hour  meet  he  key  met  he  campaign  and  a  

discussion  about how t  y can  improve  it  al  st egies  and prepare  for 2016.  It  hathe  part  s  digit  rat  is  widely  acknowledged  t  President  
Barack  Obama’s re-election  victory  was  built  on  a  vast  al  effortin  part  ly  superior  digit  .  

T  was  one  said,  plus  representatives  from  Google,  Facebook and T  hehe  “entire  GOP digital  world”  there,  source  witter.  T  
meeting  was led by Romney Digital Direct  , RNC Digit  or Tyler Brown  and RNC Chief ofStor Zac Moffa t  al Direct  aff Jeff Larson.  

Both the RNC and the Romney campaign have been criticized for their digital effort in 2012,  especially for Romney’s much-
hyped  Project ORCA “get-ou  -t  egrathe-vote”  tool,  and  specifically that Obama  raised  more  money  online  and  had  a  more  int  ed  
digit  ion.al  operat  

But one  source  said  t  he  meet  h  a  be  t  anding  of  what  he  insurmounthey  emerged  from  t  ing  wit  er  underst  happened  and  t  able  
odds  Moffa  t faced  in  t  o  build  a  digit  in  five  mont  hat  e  wit he  Obama  trying  t  al  effort  hs  t  could  compet  h  t  eam.  

The  t  ha  t  o  remain  commi  t  o  building  a  digit  ruct  heakeaway,  sources  said,  was  t  he  RNC  needs  t  ed  t  al  infrast  ure  or  else  t  
party’s  next presidential  nominee  will face  the  same  hat,  of  course,  depends  in  partdisadvantages  that Romney did.  T  on  how  
much  data  the  Obama  campaign  hands  over  t he  Democrat  ional  Commi  to  t  ic  Nat  ee.  

To  that end,  t  he  RNC  1  million  online  donor  emails  and  2.2  million  new  acthe  Romney  campaign  has  given  t  ive  emails.  
More  than  300  pages  of  memos  on  analytics  and  opt  ion  will  also  be  handed  over  t he  RNC,  along  witimizat  o  t  h  framework  
infrast  ure  for  Facebook  and  mobile  apps.ruct  

One  source  said  the  meeting  was  so  posit  hat was  almost  her  source  said  mostive  t  it  as  if  Romney  had  won,  and  anot  of  
t  endees  emerged  shaking  hands  and  feeling  most  he  discussion.he a t  ly good  abou  t  

Part of  t  hat  laid  out  it  o  compet  h  t  eam.  One  source  said  it washe  reason  for  t  is  Moffa  t  how  difficult was  t  e  wit he  Obama  t  
clear how  “herculean”  the  task was  for the  Romney campaign  and  that it’s  “probably unrealistic to  put together an  entire  digital  
infrast  ure  for  a  billion-dollar operation  in  five  months.”  T  team  went from  14  staffers in  April  toruct  he  Romney campaign’s digital  
160  by  November,  the  source  said.  

“T  Zac  basically  said  over  and  over  again  is  t  hey  had  an  enormous  amount  o  do  and  not  ofhe refrain that  ha  t  ofwork t  a lot  
time  to  do  it,”  the  source  said.  “And  they  were  disadvantaged  vis-a-vis  Obama  because  Obama  was  the  incumbent and  had  
years  t  his,  and  to work on  t  hey had to get through a primary.”  
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When  asked  t  ,  an  RNC  official  said  t  o  t  al  operat  heo  comment  he  discussion  delved  int he  RNC  and  Romney  digit  ions,  t  
st  ure  and  how  digit  eract  h  t  ions,  polit  ment  he  int  he  effortruct  al  int  ed  wit he  communicat  ical  and  finance  depart  s,  plus  t  ricacies  of  t  
— online  fundraising  and  advert  and  analytising,  mobile  apps,  social  media,  program  development  ics.  

“Clearly what we did this cycle wasn’t enough,  but we did  a lot of good things with the time and  resources we had  and  our  
effort  his is the first step in  multistep process as we lays  have steadily improved  over the past decade,” the RNC official  said.  “T  a  
out the direction our party goes with its digital presence and howwe get there.”  

NRSC Spent Big Late In  Missouri  
By  John  Bresnahan  And  Manu  Raju  
Politico,  December 7,  2012  
The  Nat  orial  Commi  t  ly  sent  o  t  y  in  early  November,ional  Republican  Senat  ee  quiet  $760,000  t he  Missouri  Republican  Part  

just as  t  at  ing  a  last  V ad blitz to boost Rep.  The  st e  GOP  was  mount  -minute T  odd Akin’s sagging Senate campaign,  according to  
records  released  Thursday.  

The  NRSC  funds  appear  t  he  pro-Akin  TV  ads  as  he  was  st  o  narrow  Sen.  Claireo  have  helped  pay  for  t  ruggling  t  
McCaskill’s  lead  at  the  polls.  The  disclosure  is  highly  significant  because  the  Senate  GOP  campaign  committee  promised  to  
abandon  Akin  after failing to push the conservative congressman  out of the race  imatfollowing his August declaration  that “legit  e  
rape” rarely leads to pregnancies because female bodies often shut down.  

The  NRSC  declined  to  comment Thursday  night.  
When  asked  in  Sept  he  commi  tember  if  t  ee  would  consider  reversing  course  and  backing  Akin,  Texas  Sen.  John  Cornyn,  

t  ICO,  “We’re  done.”  Akin  washe  NRSC  chairman,  flatly  told  POLIT  thus  left  without  potentially  millions  of dollars  in  financial  
support he  would  have  received  from  t  o  McCaskill.he  NRSC  in  his  challenge  t  

But as  November began,  Senat  2012 landscape  had  shift  hem.e  Republicans  were  facing  a  crisis.  The  once-bright  ed  on  t  
Inst  e  majorit hey  were  fight  o  keep  seat  he  most vulnerable  Democraticead  of  winning  a  Senat  y,  t  ing  t  s.  McCaskill,  once  seen  as  t  
incumbent  he  polls.,  was  leading  Akin  by  a  solid  margin  in  t  

As  as  t  e  race  dragged  on  and  Akin  made  up  some  ground  in  t  est he  NRSC  was  in  a  quandary:he  Missouri  Senat  he  cont ,  t  
Does  it st  o  it  flip-flop  and  send  an  infusion  of  cash  int he  raceick  t s  word  and  hope  Akin  could  rebound  on  his  own?  Or  should  it  o  t  
in  a  last ch  bid  t-dit  o  save  his  campaign?  

Now  it appears  t  he  la  t  ain  t  o  Democrat  o  hit  e  Republicans  on  hypocrisyo  have  been  t  er,  cert  o  give  fodder  t  s  eager  t  Senat  
charges.  

The  NRSC  sent $760,000  t he  Missouri  GOP  on  Nov.  1 -2,  according  t  -elect  he  st e  parto  t  o  post  ion  filings  by  t  at  y.  The  
Missouri GOP, along with Akin’s campaign, dumped those funds into a large TV buy seeking to boost his campaign.  

As word broke about the Missouri GOP’s late investment into the McCaskill-Akin  race,  t  ly  refused  the  NRSC  adamant  o  say  
whether  it was  involved  at all.  

And  even  aft  ion  Day,  t  o  comment elling  report  o  wait until  campaign  filings  wereer  Elect  op  Republicans  declined  t  ,  t  ers  t  
released  a  mont  er.h  lat  

Asked  abou  the  ma  ter  in  a  post  ion  int  say  if  t  ly  got-elect  erview,  Cornyn  would  not  he  NRSC  quiet  involved  in  Missouri,  but  
hint  ha  ited  t  did.  

“We needed to do what we needed to do to help win Senate seats,” Cornyn told POLITICO.  
Bu  the  late  TV  ad  blit  he  NRSC  appeared  t  le  difference  anyway,  as  McCaskill  cruised  tz or reversal by t  o make  li t  o a 15-

point win  on  Nov.  6.  Akin will leave Capit  he end  of t  h Congress.ol Hill a  t  he 112t  
And  Cornyn,  despite  the  poor  showing  by  Senat  t  wo  seate  Republicans  —  hey  ended  up  losing  t  s,  a  huge  win  day  for  

Democrats  —  ed  minoritwas  elect  y  whip.  

Fox's Correspondent On  Front Lines With Obama  
By  David  Bauder  
Associated  Press,  December 6,  2012  
NEW  YORK  (AP)  — Ed Henry’s assignment covering  the Whit  , no  ma te  House  would  be  a  challenge  for  any  journalist  er  

his  employer.  
Yet Henry  works  at Fox  News  Channel,  home  base  for viewers  who  longed  for President Barack Obama’s  defeat.  More  

t  ands  how  t  ural  adversarial  role  of  report  he  highest  has  becomehan  anyone,  he  underst  he  nat  ing  on  t  level  of  government  
complicat  years  by  t  isan  media  and  online  crit  ers  and  anchors  say.ed  in  recent  he  rise  in  part  ics  who  parse  every  word  report  

“It definitely puts pressure on  all  of us,” Henry said,  “and if you  step out and  ask tough questions,  you’re somehow seen  as  
a  partisan  now  —even if it’s a substantive question and even if it’s a fair question.”  
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Henry,  41 ,  is preparing for four more years on  the beat and  would like t  he Obama administ ion  from  beginning to  cover  t  rat  o  
end.  He  came  t  on  since  2004  (his  wife,  Shirley  Hung,  is  a  CNNo Fox  in  2011  from  CNN,  for whom  he  had  worked in  Washingt  
producer).  Prior  t  ing  int elevision,  t  ive  worked  in  print Roll  Call.o  ge  t  o  t  he  Queens,  N.Y.,  nat  at  

He  said  he  brings  to  his  coverage  the  desire  t  y  account  heir  acto  hold  public  officials  of  each  part  able  for  t  ions,  and  no  
ideological  point of view.  

Fox  has  never  denied  t  prime-time  stars  like  Bill  O’Reilly  and  Sean  Hannity  are  opinionated.  Daytime  hours  andhat  
programs hosted by Shepard Smith and Bret Baier are set aside for news, although it’s naive to suggest there’s no point of view.  

Three  recent episodes  illust e  t  .  Fox  aired  27  minut  before  trat he  point  es  of  Obama  speaking  during  four  days  just  he  
elect  compared  t  es  of  Republican  challenger  Mi  t  he  liberal  wat  ers  for  Americaion  —  o  168  minut  Romney,  t  chdog  Media  Ma t  
noted.  Author T  as ahomas Rick’s interview on  Fox last week was abruptly cut short when  he accused the network of “operating  
wing  of  the  Republican  Party”  with  its  coverage  of  the  September  terrorist  attack  in  Benghazi,  Libya.  The  Washington  Post  
reported  Tuesday  that  reaus  t  ,  altFox  News  chief  Roger  Ailes  encouraged  David  Pet  o  run  for  president  hough  Ailes  said  he  was  
joking.  

For  a  reporter  like  Henry,  Fox  “frames  the  work,  you  can’t  escape  that,”  said  Frank  Sesno,  a  former  CNN  Washington  
bureau  chief and professor at George Washingt  y.  The se t  her layer of scruton  Universit  ing  adds  anot  iny.  

“It’s  very difficult when  you  work for an  organization  where  the  opinion  page  is  on  the  front page,”  said  Sesno,  who  hired  
Henry  as  a  paid  fellow  at George  Washingt  year.on  last  

Henry  has  had  two  tense  moment  h  Obama  at  one,  Henry  asked  Obama  why  it  aken  ts  wit  news  conferences.  At  had  t  he  
president several days to express anger about bonuses given  to AIG insurance executives.  Obama responded that “it took us a  
couple of days because I like to knowwhat I’m talking about before I speak.”  

When  Henry asked Obama to respond to a Romney comment that “if you  do not want America  to be  the  strongest nation  
on Earth, I am not your president,” Obama said that,  “I didn’t know you were the spokesman forMitt Romney.”  

The  first incident  CNN,  t  Fox.happened  while  Henry  worked  at  he  second  when  he  was  at  
Arguably,  for  an  int  ,  t  quest  ionable:  it  hat  oerview  subject he  first  ion  would  be  more  object  infers  t  Obama  has  been  slow  t  

move  on  an  issue.  The  second  was  simply  asking  for  a  response  to  a critic’s statement, something reporters do every day.  
Henry  and  Whit  ary  Jay  Carney  have  gone  back-and-fort  h  Carney  oncee  House  Press  Secret  h  in  some  briefings,  wit  

suggesting that “you’re creating  a thing here for Fox.” But they appear to have a  ionship.  Henry  said  t  esolid working  relat  he  Whit  
House  has  never  retaliated  against  his  nethim  for any of his work,  or because of anger at  work.  

“Like every other professional journalist who covers the White House, we don’t like every word that Ed has said on camera,  
but we  work  wit  o  provide  t  ion  t  he  needs  t  e  th  him  every  day  t  he  access  and  informat  hat  o  communicat o  a  sizable  audience  
what’s happening at the White House,” said White House spokesman Josh Earnest.  

Benghazi  has  proven  an  int  ing  case  st  s  t  ion  t  he  works  off  Fox  marching  orders  inerest  udy.  Henry  reject he  not  hat  
discussing the issue, but said,  “I wouldn’t lie to you.  I see that we’re covering Benghazi a lot, and I think that should be something  
that we’re asking about.”  

He  said  other  news  outlet  were  killed  and  there’s  still  somes  have  under-covered  the  story,  since  four Americans  mystery  
about wha  t  rat  hey  knew  abou  t  ack.he  administ ion  knew  and  when  t  he  a  t  

“We’ve  had  the  proper emphasis,”  he  said.  “But I  would  not be  so  deluded  to  say that  some  of our shows,  some  of  our  
commentators, have covered it more than it needed to be covered.”  

Henry  is  keenly  aware  of the  “noise  machine,”  bloggers  like  Media  Matters  who  quickly  pounce  on  work  they  consider  
objectionable.  He  suggested  t  MSNBC  hosthat  Chuck  Todd,  who  also works for NBC News,  doesn’t get the same level of critical  
a  t ion  paid  t  hough  MSNBC  is  clearly  slant  .ent  o  his  work  even  t  ed  left  

As  a  young  report  o  former  Whit  s  like  Sam  Donaldson,  famed  forer,  Henry  said  he  looked  up  t  e  House  correspondent  
shout  a question  at Obama,  you’re  somehow seen  as a bad guy,”ing  questions at President Ronald Reagan.  “Now if you  shout  
he said.  “I think some people have been cowed.”  

Donaldson,  now  78,  recalled  angry  le  t  he  had  go  t  from  Republicans  about  he  Reaganers  en  his  coverage  of  t  
administration.  When  he  covered President Bill Clinton’s  second term  from  ABC and  asked tough questions,  Republicans wrote  
t  him  on  his  mat y,  he  said.o  compliment  urit  

He had his boss’  support and didn’t have to look over his shoulder at blogs,  said Donaldson,  who considers Henry “one of  
the best” on the beat now.  

“It’s not that they are  all  afraid  and  cringe,  because they don’t,” Donaldson  said.  “But it’s so  much  tougher to do it in  every  
way.”  

His advice on dealing with the critics: “You just have to try to ignore them.”  
Henry  said  he  tries.  
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For all  of the attention  that Henry’s work gets from  people with  strong political points of view,  Sesno said it would probably  
have been  more difficult for him  ifRomney had  won t  ion.he  elect  

His  theory is  that  most  Fox  viewers  don’t  mind  if Henry is  tough  on  Obama.  Showing  such  toughness  on  someone  that  
many of his viewers are sympat ic t  harder.het oward  would  be  a  lot  

EDITOR’S NOTE —David  Bauder  can  be  reached  at  )ap.org  or  h  t  wi  tdbauder(at  p://t  er.com/dbauder  .  
Copyright 2012  Associat  s  reserved.  This  mat  be  published,  broadcast  en,  ored  Press.  All  right  erial  may  not  ,  rewri  t  

redist  ed.ribut  

With Rove's  Fa  reer As PowerBroker?ce Time Reduced On  Fox,  Is Sun  Setting On  Ca  
By  Lee-Anne  Goodman,  The  Canadian  Press  
Associated  Press,  December 7,  2012  
WASHINGTON  —  Word  t  Foxhat  News  has  moved  to  limit Karl  Rove’s  appearances  in  the  aftermath  of U.S.  President  

Barack Obama’s  decisive  re-election  victory in  November has  fuelled  speculation  that the  longtime  Republican  operative’s  grip  
on  t  y  is  finally  slipping.he  part  

Nicknamed  “Bush’s brain” when  he was a top aide to George W.  Bush,  Rove was apparently given  a time-out by  Fox  from  
his  most visible  pulpit  Roger  Ailes  apparent  empt o  undo  some  of  t  ed  upon  t  work  byas  president  ly  a  t  s  t  he  damage  inflict  he  net  
Romney  cheerleaders  last month.  

Net  hat  now  get pre-clearance  before  booking  either  Rove  or  Dickwork  officials  have  confirmed  t  Fox  producers  must  
Morris,  anot  who predict  Romney overObama on  Nov.  6.herRepublican pundit  ed  a landslide win forMi t  

According to Rove’s website,  he’s  st  o  appear  on  t  week.ill  scheduled  t  wo  Fox  News  shows  next  
But even  Ailes  was startled  by Rove’s  infamous on-air  melt  ion  night  he  net  hedown  on  elect  when  t  work  declared  Obama  t  

winner.  
Ailes  later  recounted  in  an  interview  that  he’d  had  a  “what  the?”  reaction  as  he  watched  Rove  challenge  his  network’s  

election  callers  on-air.  
“Rove was wrong,” Ailes said.  “He backed down. Our guys were right.”  
In  the  days  following  the  election,  Rove  also  accused  Obama  of  “suppressing  the  vote”  by  criticizing  Romney’s  policy  

proposals.  As well,  he’s been  facing  tough questions for weeks from  wealthy Republican  donors who  forked  out US$300  million  
to Rove’s pro-Romney  Super  PAC,  Crossroads,  and  had  not  o  show  for  ithing  t  on  Nov.  7.  

One  of  t  ive  act  Richard  Viguerie,  called  for  Republicans  t  h  Rove  and  Edhose  donors,  legendary  conservat  ivist  o  purge  bot  
Gillespie from their ranks. Gillespie helped found Crossroads before leaving to manage Romney’s ill-fated  campaign.  

“In any logical universe,  no one would give a dime to their ineffective super PACs,” Viguerie said in a statement in  the days  
following  t  ion.he  elect  

Rick  Tyler,  a  former  st egist  a “colossal failure.”rat  for  a  pro-Newt Gingrich Super PAC, agreed, calling Crossroad  
“Rove  has  too  much  control  over  yler  fumed  t he  St  -Dispatch.  “I  don’t think donorsthe  purse  strings,”  T  o  t  .  Louis  Post  are  

ever going to invest in that level again because it turns out that the architect didn’t knowwhat he was talking about.”  
Rove  was  t  he  $1  billion  effor  t  erm  and  ret  he  U.S.  Senat o  Republicanhe  public  face  of  t  o  deny  Obama  a  second  t  urn  t  e  t  

control. Since Romney’s defeat, he’s spent the last fewweeks making amends.  
One Republican consultant says Rove’s heyday is far from over.  
“Obviously when you’re high profile and you make a bold prediction that proves to be off base,  it hurts your credibility,” Matt  

Mackowiak  said  in  an  interview.  
“But  Crossroads  played  a  major  role  in  the  campaign,  and  will  continue  to  be  the  biggest  Republican  organization  of its  

kind,  and I agree with Rove that if there hadn’t been as many donations as there were,  the result of the election would have been  
much,  much worse.”  

Cal  Jillson,  a  political  scientist  at Southern  Methodist University in  Dallas  who  has  long  watched  Rove’s  career,  says  the  
Republican  operative’s “access to a bottomless pool  of dumb money in  Texas” will  ensure he remains a party mover and  shaker  
for  years  to  come.  

“That  money  was  the  foundation  of his  fundraising  for  Crossroads  in  the  early going  of the  campaign,  and  some  of the  
biggest contributors to Crossroads were from Texas,” Jillson said.  

“Those donors aren’t going to abandon him, and since he lacks the embarrassment gene, he’s not likely to take himself out  
of the game.”  

Another political observer, however,  argues that the sun  is setting on Rove’s career as a Republican soothsayer.  Rove had  
developed  a  name  for  himself  as  a  brilliant polit  rat  ,  bu  t  ion  has  t  ed  t  reput ion.ical  st egist  he 2012 elect  aint  hat  at  
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“American  politics  is  rife  with  people  who  were  in  the  right place  at the  right time  at  a  critical  moment  — you  had  James  
Carville  behind  Bill  Clinton  in  1992,  for example,  and  you  had  Rove  behind  Bush  in  2000  and  2004,”  said  James  Heaney,  an  
assistant professor of organizat  udies and polit  Universitional st  ical  science at  y ofMichigan.  

“These  were  people  who  truly understood  a particular moment in  political history;  they were  able  to  put their finger on  the  
pulse and develop brilliant strategy.”  

Bu  the  world  changes,  Heaney  added.  
“And  so  people  like  Karl  Rove  are  now  hey  have  had  their  moment  in  the  sun,  but  nowout  of date.  T  the  party  needs  

someone new, and it’s not Karl Rove orDickMorris.”  
There  are  fut  t  er  underst  he  rapidly  changing  face  ofure  Karl  Roves  ou  here,  Heaney  said,  who  possess  a  be  t  anding  of  t  

America and ideas that will appeal to the party’s base while attracting voters traditionally wary ofRepublicans.  
“Karl  Rove  had  eight years  of making  a  huge  difference  in  the  way politics  was  hose  years  areplayed  in  America,  bu  t  

gone,” he said.  
“He’s not a nobody,  but there are other people out there who get what’s going  on  with the electorate,  and they have ideas,  

and they are not people like Karl Rove and Dick Morris.”  
Copyright 2012  Associat  s  reserved.  This  mat  be  published,  broadcast  en,  ored  Press.  All  right  erial  may  not  ,  rewri  t  
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Karl Rove Returns To Fox News  
By  Mackenzie  Weinger  
Politico,  December 7,  2012  
Well, that didn’t last very long —Karl  Rove  will  be  back  on  Fox  News  next week.  
Rove,  who  was  report  he  cable  net  wo  upcoming  media  appearances  list  e:edly  benched  from  t  work,  has  t  ed  on  his  websit  

He’ll be on  Fox News’s  “Special Report with Bret Baier” Dec.  10 at 6 p.m.,  and  on  Fox Business Network’s “Varney & Co.” Dec.  
13  at 9:20  a.m.  

New York’s  Gabe  Sherman  reported  earlier this  week that Fox News president Roger Ailes  told  staff to  keep those  faces  
associated  with  t  ion  — namely,  Rove  and  Dick  Morris  — off  t  o  his  reporthe  elect  he  air  for  a  while.  According  t  ,  producers  were  
ordered  t  permission  before  booking  eit  .o  get  her  pundit  

Fox  News  has  not responded  t  for  commento  a  request  .  

Allen  West Spent $18 Million  In  Losing Effort  
By  Tarini  Parti  
Politico,  December 7,  2012  
Rep.  Allen  West spent  he  same  amount  he  final  days  before  t  ion  as  his  opponent  during  t  irenearly  t  in  t  he  elect  spent  he  ent  

elect  and  st  .ion  –  ill  lost  
In  all,  the  Florida  Republican  spent $18.1  million  in  t  han  four  the  2012  cycle,  which  was  more  t  imes  as  much  as  his  

opponent Pat  $4.2  million.rick  Murphy,  who  spent  
West dropped $4.1  million  bet  . 18 and Nov.  26 alone,  according t  s filed Thursday.ween  Oct  o  federal  report  
Murphy,  a  29-year-old  const  ion  company  execut  office  before  t  $880,000ruct  ive  who  had  never  sought  his  year,  spent  

during  t  same  period.hat  
West st  in  his  campaign  coffers  –  han  t  raised  by  House  GOPill  has  $1 .5  million  left  more  money  t  he  average  amount  

freshmen  in  2010,  when  West was first  ed,  according t he Cent  ics.elect  o  t  er  for  Responsive  Polit  

Priebus  To Run  Aga  irin  ForRNC Cha  
By  Emily  Schultheis  
Politico,  December 7,  2012  
Republican  Nat  ee  Chairman  Reince  Priebus  officially  launched  his  reelect  h  a  YouTubeional  Commi  t  ion  bid  Thursday,  wit  

video  and  an  e-mail  sen  t  he  commi  to members of t  ee.  
“I  am  formally  announcing  my  campaign  for a  second  term  as  RNC  Chairman  today,”  Priebus  wrote  in  his  e-mail  t heo t  

168-member committee,  according  to  a copy of the  email  obtained by POLIT  his  is  not a decision  I made  lightly,  butICO.  “T  we  
have  unfinished business and our country and Party need our leadership over these next two years.”  

J.C.  Wa t  es a ts  escalat  acks  on  Priebus  
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Priebus  was  elected  to  t  in  January  2011 ,  oust  eele.  The  Wisconsin  nathe  post  ing  previous  chairman  Michael  St  ive  has  
been  credited  with  turning  around  the  RNC’s  precarious  financial  situation,  and  has  strong  support from  a  majority  of the  168-
member  commi  tee.  

In  his  email  t  ed  t  high  level  of  support  a  new  chairman  ato  RNC  members,  Priebus  not  hat  .  Republicans  will  officially  elect  
t  er  Meet  e,  N.C.,  next month.heir  Wint  ing  in  Charlo  t  

“As  I  mentioned  to  you  be  email  just  before  T  rong  support  he  RNChanksgiving,  I  appreciate  the  st  by  so  many  of  t  
members,” he wrote.  “I am humbled to have over 150 members pledge their public endorsement to me for a second term.”  

He also spoke to the changes he’s made at the committee, both in regards to its finances and in avoiding  further  scandals.  
“When  I  decided  to run  for chairman  of the  Republican  National  over two years ago,  the  financial  state  of the RNC was in  

disarray,” he says in  his YouTube video.  “It felt like each day brought another news article revealing  an  embarrassing  discovery,  
Republican  infighting  or  the  loss  of  donor  confidence.  Back  t  was  clear  t  ha  t  ional,  operathen  it  o  all  of  us  t  o  be  a  fully  funct  ional  
political committee, there was a lot ofwork that needed to be done at the RNC.”  

As  of  now,  no  other  candidates  have  emerged  t  h  Sto  challenge  Priebus.  Bot  eele  and  former  Oklahoma  GOP  Rep.  J.C.  
Wa  ts  have  hinted  at  ent  have  not  ion  t  hey  plan  tpot ial  runs  but  given  any  serious  indicat  ha  t  o  launch  a  bid.  

Black RNC Member Pours Cold WaterOn  J.C.  Wa  ndidatts Ca  cy  
Daily Caller,  December 6,  2012  
Former Republican Rep.  J.C.  Watts says he’s being encouraged to run for chairman of the Republican National Committee  

t  he  GOP  appeal  t  ies.o  help  t  o  minorit  
But a  prominent  ional  commi  t  hrowing  cold  wat  hatblack  nat  eeman  is  t  er  on  t  idea.  
“Having a person  of color at the helm is not a silver bullet to increasing diversity in our party; we have been there and done  

that,”  Glenn  McCall  of  Sout  ained  by  The  Daily  Caller  t  was  dist  ed  t he  ent  eeh  Carolina  said  in  an  email  obt  hat  ribut  o  t  ire  commi  t  
on  Wednesday.  

McCall’s “been there and done that” statement refers to the past chairmanship ofMichael Steele.  
RNC  chairman  Reince  Priebus  has  told  the  members  of the  committee  that  he’s  running  for  ion,  which  will  tre-elect  ake  

place in  January.  Amajority ofmembers have commi ted t  ing him,  according to  support  o  sources.  
In  t  s  has  been  crit  he  Republican  Party’s outreach to minorities,  particularlyelevision  appearances,  Wa  t  ical  of  Priebus  and  t  

black  voters.  
But McCall,  in  his  Wednesday  email,  offered  suppor  t  ribut  o  an  opinion  piece  about  so  Priebus.  He  also  dist  ed  a  link  t  Wa  t  

once claiming he was considering supporting President Obama’s election  in  2008.  
“Reince,  thank  you  for  not  being  distracted  by  any  potential  challengers  for  chair  who  are  talking  about  our  party  not  

reaching out to nontraditional voters,” he wrote.  
Said  McCall:  “I  feel  extremely comfortable  in  saying  that our State  Part  anding  job  of  working  ties  are  doing  an  ou  st  o  get  

our  message  out in  nont  ional  communit  are  working  t  solid  diverse  candidat  hat  ourradit  ies  and  o  recruit  es  t  believe  in  
conservative values.”  

Priebus Says He’s Locked Up Support For Second Term As RNC Chairman  
By  Cameron  Joseph  
The Hill,  December 7,  2012  
Republican  Nat  ee  (RNC)  Chairman  Reince  Priebus  says  he  has  locked  up  t  needed  for  a  secondional  Commi  t  he  support  

term.  
In  a new video  released  on  Thursday,  Priebus  claims  t more  t  he  168  commi t  ohat  han  150  of t  ee  members  have  pledged t  

back  him  cont  ing  t  a  possible  challenge  t  enure  was  unlikely  t  erialize.inuing  as  chairman,  suggest  hat  o  his  t  o  mat  
Both  former  Rep.  J.C.  Wa  ts  (R-Okla.)  and  former  RNC  Chairman  Michael  St  ed  teele  had  float  he  idea  of  challenging  

Priebus,  but commi t  old The Hill t  he current  he backing  ofmost  he commi tee sources had previously t  ha  t  chairman had t  of t  ee.  
Priebus  took  over  an  organization  t  was  in  dire  financial  st s  and  helped  t  inthat  rait  urn  it  o  a  fundraising  powerhouse,  a  

development he stresses early in  the video.  But Priebus also acknowledges the party’s need to expand its base,  by appealing to  
women  and  minorities.  

“We  also  must  acknowledge  that  our goals  are  far  greater  and  yet to  be  realized,”  he  says  in  the  video  after touting  his  
fundraising  and  organizat  y.ional  abilit  

“T  y is t  y andogether we’re going to make the case to every American  from coast to coast that the Republican  Part  heir  part  
is  the  best  choice  for the  future  of our great nation  and  the  principles  it  was  founded  upon,”  he  says  amid  a montage  showing  
racially  diverse  families  and  American  symbols  like  t  at  y.he  St ue  of Libert  
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A  poll  released  Thursday  by  the  Democratic-affiliat  hat  20  percent of  Republicansed  firm  Public  Policy  Polling  showed  t  just  
wanted  Priebus  to  cont  want  most  y  insiders,  who  will  detinue  on  as  chairman,  while  37  percent  ed  someone  else.  But  part  ermine  
t  come,  hold  him  in  high  regard  for turning  the  committee around  after Steele’s tenure  left the  organization  in  dire financialhe  out  
st s.rait  

Illinois  LawmakerRelea  pons Chased On  Wea  rge  
By  Don  Babwin  
Associated  Press,  December 7,  2012  
CHICAGO  (AP)  — An  Illinois  st e  senat  h  t  o  board  a  flight  h  a  gun  and  ammunitat  or  charged  wit rying  t  wit  ion  in  a  carry-on  

bag  post  court  hout  he  charges  or  whet  would  affect  o  run  for  Jesseed  bond  and  left  Thursday  wit  a  word  abou  t  her  it  his  decision  t  
Jackson Jr.’s vacant congressional seat.  

The  62-year-old  Tro  t  wearing  the  same  clothes  he  had  on  when  he  was  arrested  the  morning  before  at Chicago’ser  —  
O’Hare  International  Airport  —  opped  t  ers  aft  apparentst  o  address  report  er  his  release,  but  ly  changed  his  mind  when  he  was  
asked  abou  the  case.  

“Not now, not today,” said Trotter, a couple of hours after he had appeared in court and a judge set his bond at $25,000.  
Regardless of whether T  —  inuerotter is saying  so,  observers say it’s clear that his congressional  campaign  if  he  does  cont  

to  run  —will  look  a  lot  han  itdifferen  t  did  before  Wednesday  morning.  
“T  was carrying  a loaded gun  onto an  airline,”his will handicap him  because everywhere he  goes he will be asked  why he  

said  Dick  Simpson,  a  former  Chicago  alderman  and  a  polit  ist  t  y  of  Illinois  at  rotter’sical  scient a  he  Universit  Chicago.  Until  T  
arrest  he  st  es  in  a  growing  field,  Simpson  said., he was one of t  ronger candidat  

Tro  ter  has  24  years  of  public  service,  both  as  a  st e  represent ive  and  a  st e  senat  hat  outat  at  at  or,  t  he  could  t  during  a  
campaign.  That service was something his attorney pointed to in  asking the judge to impose a “reasonable” bond.  Now,  though,  
said  Simpson,  vot  o  answer  a  much  more  basic  questers  will  be  asked  t  ion.  

“Do you really want a congressman who’s not bright enough to not take a gun on an airplane?” he said.  
Tro  ter  is  charged  with  a  Class  4  felony,  which  carries  a  sent  o  one  t hree  years  in  prison  upon  convictence  t  o  t  ion.  In  Illinois,  

defendants  must post 10 percent  of the  set bond,  so  rotter had  to  put up $2,500,  to  be  released.  He’s  scheduled  t  urn  tT  o  ret  o  
court for a hearing  Dec.  12.  

During Thursday’s hearing  where  a Cook County judge  set his bond,  Assistant State’s Attorney Lorraine  Scaduto outlined  
the events that led to Trotter’s arrest.  

Tro  ter,  she  told  t  t  Wednesday  morning  for  an  8:07  a.m.  fligh  o  Washingthe  judge,  was  a  he  airport  t  on,  D.C.  During  a  
routine  X-ray  of  his  carry-on  bag,  Transportat  y  Administ ion  officers  spo  t  he  unloaded  gun  and  clip  of  bulletion  Securit  rat  ed  t  s.  
Tro  ter  was  then  t  o  custaken  int  ody.  

Scaduto  said  that  er  explained  t  he  .25-caliber  Bere  t  h  a  securitTro  t  o  officers  he  uses  t  a  handgun  for  his  job  wit  y  company.  
She  said  he  told  them  that  he’d  worked  until  midnight  the  night  before  and  that he’d  forgotten  the  gun  and  ammunition  in  his  
garment bag  when  he  packed  at 4:30  a.m.  on  Wednesday.  

“He said he did not realize it was still in his bag,” Scaduto said.  
Copyright 2012  Associat  s  reserved.  This  mat  be  published,  broadcast  en,  ored  Press.  All  right  erial  may  not  ,  rewri  t  

redist  ed.ribut  

Eldest Sta  n  s Seen  Big Changestesma Ha  
By  Emily  Cahn,  Roll  Call  Staff  
Roll Call,  December 7,  2012  
As the adage goes, “With age comes wisdom.”  
If  that saying  rings  t  hen  Rep.  Ralph  M.  Hall,  R-T  man  to  have  served in  the  House  ofrue,  t  exas,  may well  be  “the  wisest  

Representatives,” as Hall’s Texas colleague LamarSmith said on the House floor Nov. 27.  
On  t  day,  Hall  officially  became  t  member  of  t  o  cast  e,  a  milest  ed  by  dozenshat  he  oldest  he  House  ever  t  a  vot  one  celebrat  

of his colleagues,  who rose t  e speeches.o  honor  him  in  a  series  of  one-minut  
Hall,  89,  broke the record previously set in  Sept  edman  ofNortember 1930 by Rep.  Charles Manly St  h Carolina,  who died in  

office  a  t  hs  and  25  days.  (Sout  rom  Thurmond  is  t  ever  the  age  of  89  years,  4  mont  h  Carolina  Republican  Sen.  St  he  oldest  o  
serve  in  Congress  and  the  only  senator  t  inue  serving  past  h  birto cont  his 100t  hday.)  

“If there  were  a  congressional  hall  of fame,  tonight  would  be  Rep.  Hall’s  induction  as  the  oldest  —  some  would  say  the  
most seasoned  —voting member in the House ofRepresentatives,” Smith said.  
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In  honor  of  the  record-se  ting  achievement he  House  accept  rai  t  feat  h  his  lat,  t  ed  a  port  hat  ures  Hall  wit  e  wife,  Mary  Ellen,  
who  died  in  2008.  Hall  is  wearing  a  space  shuttle  pin  on  his  lapel,  representing  the  longtime  Science  Committee  member’s  
commit  o  tmen  t he  space  program.  

First elect  o  Congress  in  1980  at  er  a  t  at  ics,  Hall  has  seen  ted  t  age  57,  aft  hree-decade  career  in  st e  and  local  polit  he  
ins  it ion  change  dramat  o  adap  t hose  changes  in  many  ways,  including  swit  icalut  ically.  And  he  has  been  forced  t  o  t  ching  polit  
part  o  hold  ont  .ies  in  order  t  o  his  seat  

He  began  his  congressional  career  as  a  conservative  Southern  Democrat  he  original  Boll  Weevils  who  oft,  one  of  t  en  sided  
wit  Ronald  Reagan  on  t  ma t  ly  at  h  t  yh  President  ax  and  budget  ers  and  were  frequent  odds  wit heir  increasingly  liberal  part  
brethren.  

In  t  a  vote  for  Massachusetts  Democrat  T  ip”  O’Neill  forhe  mid-1980s,  he  voted  “present”  rather  than  cast  homas  P.  “T  
speaker.  Such  prot  vot  common  t  were  virt  hen.est  es  have  become  somewhat  hese  days,  but  ually  unheard  of  back  t  

Bu  t  t  he  dist ,  much  of  which  was  once  representhe  leadership,  happy  jus  o  have  t  rict  ed  by  legendary  Speaker  Sam  
Rayburn, never struck back.  “I do what I have to do, and they do what they have to do,” Hall said at the time.  

As  t  hern  Democrat  hrough  t  t  ook  a  sharp  dive  in  1994,he  number  of  Sout  s  declined  t  he  Reagan  and  Bush  years  —  hen  t  
when  the  Republican  Revolution  earned  t  he  majorit  he  firs  t  Hall  cont  o  st  h  the  GOP  t  y for  t  ime  in  40 years  —  inued  t  ick  wit he  
part  ors,  t  her  vot  han  a  Republican.y of his ancest  hose Texans who would  rat  e for a yellow dog t  

A  year  later,  in  1995,  he  was  one  of  the  founding  members  of  t  ion,  and  he  conthe  now-denuded  Blue  Dog  Coalit  inued  
deviat  he  part  —  h  Republicans  more  oft  han  any  ot  .ing  from  t  y  line  Hall  sided  wit  en  t  her  Democrat  

Finally,  in  2004,  after  a  decade  of  speculation  t  he  would  bol  he  part  ched  sides  under  that  t  y,  Hall  swit  he  pressures  of  
redist ing,  when  a  midt  him  wit  ive  cons  it  han  he  already  had.rict  erm  map  change  left  h  an  even  more  conservat  uency  t  

He  ended  up  winning  re-elect  e  ever  since.  Unlike  tion  as  a  Republican  and  has  been  a  reliable  GOP  vot  he  days  when  he  
would  post part  y  scores  (t  age  of  vot  h  a  majorit  s  against  y  ofy  unit  he  percent  es  on  which  he  sided  wit  y  of  Democrat  a  majorit  
Republicans) in  the 40s,  Hall is now a reliable vote for t  han  90 percent  he the GOP more t  of t  ime.  

In 2010,  he joined t  y Caucus,  along  wit  hermembers of t  ion.he  House  Tea  Part  h  a  dozen  or  so  ot  he  Texas  delegat  
At 89, Hall is used to hearing about how he’s too old to be effective.  
So,  in  May,  after  being  a  tacked  along  t  o  skydive  those  lines  by  a  primary  challenger,  Hall  decided  t  o  prove  his  

sprightliness.  
“I  run a couple ofmiles every morning, and when I was running, I looked up and there was an airplane up there. I thought, if  

I  could  jump  up and touch that airplane, they’d think I  was agile enough maybe to keep on being their congressman,” Hall  said in  
a speech on  the House floor.  “If running two miles every morning,  voting 99-plus percent of the time,  if that wasn’t enough,  I had  
to  do  something else. So I decided if I jump two miles, maybe that would be it.”  

Hall  won  the  primary,  and  in  November  he  cruised  to  vict  he  general  elect  he  oldest person  everory  in  t  ion,  becoming  t  
elect  o  a  House  seated t  .  

Among  all  the  demographic  changes  that  aken  place  in  Congress  over  t  illust es  thave  t  he  decades,  perhaps  one  best  rat  he  
evolution ofHall’s career.  

When  he  t  erans  serving  in  t  o  aook  office  in  1981 ,  Hall  was  one  of  125  World  War  II  vet  he  House,  according  t  
Congressional  Research  Service  analysis  of  dat  he  American  Legion.  Today,  Hall  and  Rep.  John  D.  Dingell,  D-Mich.  —a  from  t  
t  -oldest  86  —  the only members  of “the  greatest generation”  still  serving in  the  House.  T  arehe  next  House  member  at  are  here  
three  in  the  Senat  s:  Frank  R.  Laute,  all Democrat  enberg ofNew Jersey and Daniel K.  Inouye and Daniel K.  Akaka ofHawaii.  

Michiga GOP Pushes  Right To Work Amid Protestsn  
By John  Flesher And  JeffKaroub  
Associated  Press,  December 7,  2012  
LANSING,  Mich.  (AP)  — Republicans  rushed  righ  -t  ion  t  he  Michigan  Legislato-work  legislat  hrough  t  ure  Thursday,  drawing  

raucous  prot s  from  hundreds  of  union  support  hey  t  o  st  heest  ers,  some  of  whom  were  pepper-sprayed  by  police  when  t  ried  t  orm  t  
Senate  chamber.  

The  House  vot  ernoon  t  he  measure  prohibit  privat  ing  feesed  58-52  Thursday  aft  o  approve  t  ing  most  e  unions  from  collect  
from  nonunion  employees.  The  Senat  ed  t  er  Thursday,  but  ure  vot  hee  was  expect  o  follow  lat  fut  es  are  necessary  because  t  
versions  are  different.  

Opponent  o-work  measures  say  t  heir  abilit o  bargain  for  goods of so-called  righ  -t  hey drain  unions ofmoney and  weaken  t  y t  
wages  and  benefits.  Supporters  insis  it  he  economy  and  job  creatwould  boos  t  ion.  

A  victory  in  Michigan  would  give  the  movement s  st  foot  in  t  Beltit  rongest  hold  yet  he  Rust  region,  where  organized  labor  
already  has  suffered  several  body  blows.  
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But even  before  t  es,  prot ers  st  appeared  inevit  er  Gov.  Rick  Snyder  joinedhe  vot  est  reamed  inside  preparing  for  what  able  aft  
GOP  legislat  hey  would  push  swiftive  leaders  Thursday  morning  in  announcing  t  passage.  

“This  is all  about taking  care  hem  freedom  tof the  hard-working  workers  in  Michigan,  being  pro-worker  and  giving  t  o  make  
choices,”  Snyder  said  during  a  news  conference  with  House  Speaker  Jase  Bolger  and  Senate  Minority  Leader  Randy  
Richardville.  

“The goal isn’t to divide Michigan, it is to bring Michigan together,” Snyder said.  
Lt.  Gov.  Brian  Calley  repeatedly  gaveled  for  order  as  Democrat  ors  denounced  t  ion  tic  senat  he  legislat  o  applause  from  

protesters  in  the  galley.  At  one  point,  a  man  shouted,  “Heil  Hitler!  Heil  Hitler!  T  quicklyhat’s  what  you  people  are.”  He  was  
escort  .  Anot  er  yelled,  “We will remember in November.”ed  out  her  lat  

Eight people  were  arrest  ing  and  obst  ing  when  t  ried  t  wo  t  he  Senated  for  resist  ruct  hey  t  o  push  pas  t  roopers  guarding  t  e  
door,  st e  police  Inspectat  or  Gene  Adamczyk  said.  

The  Capit  emporarily  closed  because  of  safet  ernoon,  sending  hundredsol,  which  was  t  y  concerns,  reopened  Thursday  aft  
of protesters  streaming  back  inside  with  chants  of,  “Whose  house?  Our  house!”  Adamczyk  said  a  judge  ordered  the  building  
reopened.  

But t  o  push  forward  in  t  he  Legislature’s  lame-duck  session  infuriat  numberedhe  decision  t  he  waning  days  of  t  ed  out  
Democrats,  who  resorted  t  ary  maneuvers  t  ion  but  o  block  t  hat  ed  to  parliament  o  slow  act  were  powerless  t  he  bills  t  were  expect  o  
be  introduced  Thursday.  

Prot ers  waved  placards  and  chant  as “Union  buster” and  “Right-to-work has got to go.” Adamczyk saidest  ed  slogans  such  
the troopers used pepper spray aft he people refused t  o ster  t  o  obey  orders  t  op.  

He  est  ed  t  about  ors  were  inside  t  ol,  where  t  s  reverberat  one  halls  andimat  hat  2,500  visit  he  Capit  heir  shout  ed  off  st  
frequent  he  ornatly  could  be  heard  inside  t  e  chambers.  

After  repeatedly  insist  t  hat  o-work  was  noting  during  his  firs  wo  years  in  office  t  righ  -t  on  his  agenda,  Snyder  reversed  
course  Thursday,  a  mont  er  vot  ed  a  ballot  iat  hat  he  st eh  aft  ers  defeat  init ive  t  would  have  barred  such  measures  under  t  at  
cons  it ion.ut  

In  an  interview  with  The  Associated  Press,  Snyder  said  he  had  kept  the  issue  at  arm’s  length  while  pursuing  other  
programs t  er t  at  he said  circumst  he ma t o t  .o bolst he st e economy.  But  ances had pushed t  er t he forefront  

“It  is  a  divisive  issue,”  he  acknowledged.  “But  it  was  already  being  divisive  over  the  past  few  weeks,  so  let’s  get  this  
resolved. Let’s reach a conclusion that’s in the best interests of all.”  

Also  influencing  his  decision,  he  said,  were  report hat  o  locat  hats  t  some  90  companies  had  decided  t  e  in  Indiana  since  t  
state  adopt  o-work legislation.  “Ted  righ  -t  hat’s thousands of jobs, and we want to have that kind of success in Michigan,” he said.  

Snyder  and  t  ed  t  ion  was  not  t  ive  bargaining,  saying  ithe  GOP  leaders  insist  he  legislat  mean  o  weaken  unions  or  collect  
would  make  unions  more  responsive  t heir  members.o t  

Senate Democratic leaderGretchen Whitmer said she was “livid.”  
“T  hey are pushing through the most divisive legislation  they couldhese guys have lied to us all along the way,” she said.  “T  

come  up  with  in  the  dark  of  night  t,  a  he  end  of  a  lame-duck  session  and  then  they’re  going  to  hightail  it  out  of  town.  It’s  
cowardly.”  

Republicans  have  commanding  majorities  in  both  chambers  —  he  House  and  26-12  in  t  e.  Under  t64-46  in  t  he  Senat  heir  
rules,  only  a  simple  majorit  ed  and  serving  must  o  have  a  quorum  and  conduct business.  For  thaty  of  members  elect  be  presen  t  
reason,  Democrats  acknowledged  that  ing  sessions  and  going  intboyco  t  o  hiding,  as  some  lawmakers  in  neighboring  Indiana  and  
Wisconsin  have  done  in  recent years  t  all  legislat  h  unions,  would  be  futo  st  ion  unpopular  wit  ile  in  Michigan.  

Throngs of protesters spent  side capit  hose st es,  clashing over union  rightweeks  out  ol  buildings  in  t  at  s.  
“We will  not have anotherWisconsin  in  Michigan,” Adamczyk said.  “People are allowed to protest,  but they need to do in a  

peaceful manner.”  
Copyright 2012  Associat  s  reserved.  This  mat  be  published,  broadcast  en,  ored  Press.  All  right  erial  may  not  ,  rewri  t  

redist  ed.ribut  

Mich.  House OKs Right-to-work LawAmid Angry Protests  
By  Kristen  Daum  
Lansing  St e Journal,  December 6,  2012at  
LANSING,  Mich.  — The  Michigan  House  passed  cont  o-work  legislat  er  House  Democratroversial  righ  -t  ion  Thursday,  aft  s  

walked  off t  o prot  he closure of t  ol t he public.he  chamber  floor  t  es  t  he  Capit o  t  
The legislat  e of 58-52.ion  passed  on  a  vot  
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Earlier,  Democrats  retreat  o  t  he  hallway  behind  t  s  of  ted  t heir  caucus  room  and  t  he  chamber.  Sergeant  he  chamber  would  
not allow  report  o  follow  or  approach  ters  t  hem.  

ST  o-work  st eORY: Indiana becomes Rust Belt’s first right-t  at  
MORE:  Union  act  s  gat  olivist  her  near  Michigan  Capit  
After about 10 minut  s ret  o t  o grab t  s,  purses,  bags and  otes,  several  Democrat  urned  t he  chamber  t  heir  coat  her  belongings  

before  t  ed  again.hey  depart  
Earlier,  police  arrested  several  protest  o  t  he  st e  Capiters  and  sprayed  mace  int he  crowd  in  t  at  ol  on  Thursday  as  lawmakers  

discussed  t  ion.he  legislat  
The  protesters  were  arrest  hey  t  o  rush  t  e  floor,  said  Michigan  St e  Police  Inspected  as  t  ried  t  he  Senat  at  or  Gene  Adamczyk.  
“When  several  of the  individuals  rushed  the  troopers,  they  used  chemical  munitions  to  disperse  the  crowd,”  he  said.  “It  

would be a lot worse if someone gets hurt and I failed to act.”  
The  police,  who  said  t  capacit  he  ent  o  t  ol,  leaving  several  hundred  peoplehe  building  was  at  y,  blocked  t  rance  t he  Capit  

out  ing  t  inside.side  wait  o  get  
Bre  t Brown  or  Owosso,  Mich.,  chant  rat  he  Rot  os  as  pro-union  demonst ors  crowd  t  unda  in  Lansing,  Mich.,  on  Wednesday  t  

prot  he  vot  o-work  legislat  o:  Dale  G.  Young,  AP)es  t  e  on  righ  -t  ion.(Phot  
Adamczyk said  later the  building  wasn’t at  capacity,  but that the  protesters  were  so  heavily  ratconcent ed  in  a  few  areas,  

including jam packed outside the Senate, that they didn’t want to add to that crush of people.  
Backed  by  shout  s,  House  Minorit  e  Segal,  D-Ba  t  ed  t  he  bill  bes  from  fellow  Democrat  y  Floor  Leader  Kat  le  Creek,  insist  ha  t  

read  aloud  in  it  irets  ent y.  
The  House  clerk,  Gary  Randall,  t  he  bill  aloud.hen  read  t  
Righ  -to-work legislation  makes it  o require financial  support  ion  of employmentillegal t  of a union  as a condit  .  
State  Rep.  Vicki  Barne  t  on  Hills,  who  spoke  agains  t  o  loud  applause  from  t  cont,  D-Farmingt  he  bill  t  he  gallery,  said  it  ains  

an  appropriation  of  stat  o  make  it  ion  bills  can  not be  repealede  funds  designed  t  referendum-proof.  Bills  considered  appropriat  
t  measure,  as  happened  wit he  t  4,  on  Nov.  6.hrough  a  ballot  h  t  oughened  emergency  manager  law,  Public  Act  

The  Republicans  are  using  a  bill  that was  in  t  ee  t  was  designed  t  e  a  commission  the  House  Commerce  Commi  t  hat  o  creat  o  
handle  labor  disputes.  

They  discharged  it earlier  in  t  he  commi  t  roduced  a  subs  it e  bill  inthe  day  from  t  ee  and  int  ut  roduced  by  Rep.  Mike  Shirkey,  
R-Clark  Lake,  who  has  been  draft  o-work  legislating  righ  -t  ion.  

“An  individual  shall  not  be  required  as  a  condition  of  obtaining  or  continuing  employmen  t  pay  and  dues,  fees,o  ...  
assessments or other charges or expenses of any kind ... or provide anything of value to a labor organization,” the bill says.  

Shout  est  side  t  he  bill.s of prot ers out  he chamber could be heard  as Randall read t  
“You’re doing this in  lame duck because you know next session,  you won’t have the votes,” said state Rep.  Brandon Dillon,  

D-Grand Rapids.  “This is an outrage.”  
Gov.  Rick  Snyder  had  said  in  a  morning  news  conference  he  was  prepared  to  sign  the  legislat  he  bills  ge  tion  when  t  o  his  

desk.  
During  a news  conference  in  the  state’s  Capitol,  Snyder said  the  Legislature  will  proceed  with  right-t  ion  foro-work  legislat  

public  and  private  employees  — which  would  exclude  police  and  firefight  and  t  he  bills  could  be  inters  —  ha  t  roduced  Thursday  
during  the  lame-duck  session.  

“The  goal  isn’t  to  divide  Michigan.  It  is  to  bring  Michigan  together,”  the  governor  said,  as  hundreds  of  union  protesters  
stormed the Capitol and the governor’s office, voicing their opposition to the plan.  

Snyder,  who  for more  than  a  year had  maintained  that he  didn’t want to  deal  with  the  contentious issue  and  called  it  “too  
divisive,”  said  one  of  the  things  he  looked  at  when  deciding  about  backing  right-t  ion  in  Michigan,  was  to-work  legislat  he  
neighboring  state  of  Indiana  where  voters  recently  chose  to  make  that  a  “freedom  to  choose”  state.  The  governor  said  since  
righ  -t  ivito-work  rules  were  added  in  Indiana,  economic  act y  has  increased  and  business  has  grown.  

He  said  police  and  firefighters  would  be  excluded  due  to the danger associated  with their jobs and the need for a  “special  
bond” among them.  

House  Speaker  Jase  Bolger  also  cit  o  t  at  he  st e  cons  it ion  anded  special  provisions  given  t he  Michigan  St e  Police  in  t  at  ut  
binding  arbit ion  laws  t  apply  t  y  workers.rat  hat  o  public  safet  

Outside  the  news  conference,  t  esthe  prot s  raged.  
They carried signs that read:  “Right to work: nobodywants it. Nobody needs it.” and “Workers’ rights, not right to work.”  
Daniel Mouradian  of Southfield left his electrician’s job at 3  a.m.  er a  10-hour shift  o t  ol t  heaft  and  came  t he  Capit o  join  in  t  

prot .est  
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“I’m  here  for my family,  your family and  all  work people,”  he  said.  “I’m  going  to  be  here  every chance  I  get.  If that means  
camping out here, I’ll do it. I already told mywife that she needs to be ready to bail me out.”  

Katie  Oppenheim,  a  nurse  a  the  Universit  h  syst  ive  voice  t  iaty  of  Michigan  Healt  ems,  said  having  a  collect  o  negot e  will  only  
help care for patients at the state’s hospitals.  

“This is about being able to negotiate for things like safety equipment and having adequate rest between shifts,” she said.  
Geoff  Kish,  a  union  pipefi  t  radespeople  in  t  o-work  st e  ofer  from  Davison,  said  he  worked  alongside  non-union  t  he  righ  -t  at  

Louisiana and believes if the change is approved,  it will drive down  wages,  benefit  he sts and  t  andard  of living  in  Michigan.  
“It’s a proven fact that in right-to-work states the economy is worse,” he said.  
Opponents  and  proponents  cit  ing  st  he  impact  and  wages  of  t  at  hate  conflict  udies  abou  t  on  employment  he  23  st es  t  have  

righ  -t  ion.o-work  legislat  
Cont  ing:  Det  Free  Press  report  hleen  Gray  and  Lori  Higginsribut  roit  ers  Paul  Egan,  Kat  

G.O.P.  Sena  l: Diversity Ta  ck Sea  nyte Dea  kes  Ba  t To Power In  Alba  
By  Thomas  Kaplan  
NewYork Times,  December 7,  2012  
New  York  is  one  of  the  most diverse  st es  in  t  ion,  witat  he  nat  h  3.5  million  Hispanics,  2.8  million  blacks  and  1 .5  million  

Asians.  More than  40 percent of it  s are minorits  resident  ies.  
Yet all  of  it  at  ed  officials  are  whit  icians.  And  in  Albany,  Republicans  and  a  group  of  dissidents  st ewide  elect  e  polit  

Democrat  aken  cont  he  St e  Senat  ion  t  would  consist  ent  e  lawmakers.s have t  rol  of t  at  e by forming  a coalit  hat  almost  irely ofwhit  
The  coalit  t  e  Democrat  he  onlyion  would  preven  he  Senat  ic  caucus,  which  includes  14  blacks  and  Hispanics  and  is  t  

legislat  e  person,  from  t  s  have  31  of  t  s  in  t  e,  andive  caucus  in  Albany  led  by  a  nonwhit  aking  power.  Democrat  he  63  seat  he  Senat  
are  expect  o  win  seat  wo  dist s  where  vot  ill  being  count  s.ed  t  s  in  t  rict  es  are  st  ed;  Republicans  have  30  seat  

Black  and  Hispanic  leaders  are  growing  increasingly  concerned  abou  t  anding  in  st e  government  ing  t  onlyheir  st  at  ,  not  hat  
two  years  ago,  the  governor’s  office  was  erson,  and  a  diverse  Democrat  rolledheld  by  a  black  man,  David  A.  Pat  ic  caucus  cont  
t  e  chamber.he  Senat  

“T  the  state  tohis  coalition  of  convenience  will  limit  the  elevation  of people  that  communities  of  color  elected  all  across  
positions of significance,” said  Hakeem  S.  Jeffries,  a  Democrat  in  Congress  lastic  assemblyman  from  Brooklyn  who  won  a  seat  
month.  

“That reality is one  that disturbs a great many people and is one  of the reasons why undermining  the  will  of the  electorate  
t  his  back-room  deal  is  problematic,” he added.hrough  t  

The  emergence  of  the  coalition,  which  made  it  ruggles  in  Albany  ts  plans  public  on  Tuesday,  is  exposing  power  st  hat  
appear  t  y,  as  well  as  ideology.o  be  fueled  by  race  and  personalit  

Et  y  has  been  a  source  of  conflict  he  Senat  ime.  The  leadership  t  er  Democrat  ehnicit  in  t  e  for  some  t  urmoil  aft  s  won  a  Senat  
majorit  he  2008  elect  because  a  group  of  lawmakers,  who  called  t  he  four  amigos,  were  upsety  in  t  ions  began  in  part  hemselves  t  
at wha  t  inos  in  key  leadership  posit  s  leaders  have  been  upset  h  t  ehey  described  as  a  lack  of  Lat  ions.  And  civil  right  wit he  Senat  
since  last wint  he  Republican  majorit  rict  ha  hey  said  dilut  he  vot  rengt  yer,  when  t  y  drew  a  redist ing  plan  t  t  ed  t  ing  st  h  of  minorit  
communit  er  and  Long  Island.ies  in  places  like  Buffalo,  Rochest  

“Now,  there’s nothing for them,” said Rubén  Díaz Sr.,  a Bronx Democrat and the only one of the four amigos who is still in  
the  Senate.  “There’s  nothing  for  minorities.  Of  course  it  concerns  me.  What  are  we  doing?  We  minorities,  we’re  not  getting  
anywhere.”  

A  the  same  time  t  minorit  rat  seeing  polit  heir  grasp,  othat  y  leaders  are  frust ed  and  angered  at  ical  power  slip  from  t  her  
liberals  are  angry  at Gov.  Andrew  M.  Cuomo  for  not  ical  muscle  t  more  of  his  fellowusing  his  considerable  polit  o  help  elect  
Democrat o  t  e,  or  t  ic  cont  he  wake  of  t  ion.  Mr.  Cuomo  has  insist  ha  t  es  t he  Senat  o  demand  Democrat  rol  in  t  he  elect  ed  t  he  Senat  
has t  ermine it  ed t  he  las  t  he  Democrat  y in  t  e,  in  2009  and 2010,o  det  s  own  leadership,  and  not  ha  t  ime  t  s  had  a  majorit  he  Senat  
t  en  chaothe  chamber  was  oft  ic.  

In  a  public  expression  of  anger  a  t  s  in  Albany,  t  on  has  called  on  civil  right  ohe  unfolding  event  he  Rev.  Al  Sharpt  s  leaders  t  
rally on  Saturday to protest the new Senate leadership coalition,  which he said  would  serve  hese  legislatto “effectively deny  t  ors  
of color  what is  rightfully theirs.”  In  an  interview,  Mr.  Sharpton  said  he  hoped  that Mr.  Cuomo  would  speak  out  and  urge  that  
minorit  ee  chairmanships.y  lawmakers  receive  commi  t  

“We are in  a dramatic and graphic retreat on  black and Latino inclusion  in  state government,” Mr.  Sharpton  said,  adding  of  
Mr.  Cuomo, “If any of the statements about him having ambition for national politics is true,  how does he go to the country having  
presided  over t  reat  ure? How does he do that?”he ret  of inclusion  in his own  Legislat  
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Assemblyman  N.  Nick Perry,  a Brooklyn  Democrat who is chairman  of t  at  ion  of Black and Puerthe  New  York  St e  Associat  o  
Rican  Legislators,  was  he African-American  communit  aking  not  he  fac  t  he  pot ial  for  a  positalso unhappy.  “T  y is  t  e of t  ha  t  ent  ion  
that has  st ewide  impac  tat  o  be  held  by  an  African-American is being beaten back,” he said.  

In  an  int  or  Jeffrey  D.  Klein,  who  leads  t  s  who  formed  t  ion  wit heerview,  Senat  he  group  of  five  Democrat  he  coalit  h  t  
Republicans,  said  the  arrangement would  fost  ion  t  would  allow  for  acter collaborat  hat  ion on  a number of policy measures favored  
by  minority  lawmakers  that  he  Legislat  his  year.  As  examples,  Mr.  Klein,  from  tlanguished  in  t  ure  t  he  Bronx,  said  he  was  confident  
that Republicans  would  not block floor votes  on  legislation  to  raise  the  state’s  minimum  wage,  change  a  marijuana-possession  
law  t  has  led  t  op-and-frisk  arrest  e  a  privat  o  help  t  s  payhat  o  a  high  number  of  st  s  and  creat  e  fund  t  he  children  of  illegal  immigrant  
college  t ion.uit  

“We  want to make  sure  all  of these  issues  get a fair shake  on  the  Senate  floor,  and  when  they do  I’m  very confident that  
they’ll  pass  the  full  Senate,”  Mr.  Klein  said,  recalling  the  dysfunction  when  the  Democrats  were  in  control  of the  Senate  and  
shifting  alliances  sometimes handcuffed it.  “We’re committed to the same progressive agenda that we’ve always supported.”  

Scott Reif,  a  he  new Senate  majority coalition  represents  the  interests ofspokesman  for the  Senate  Republicans,  said,  “T  
all NewYorkers.”  

Many  Democrat  hey  were  skept  hat he  coalit  e  would  pay  a  t ion  t  ys,  however,  said  t  ical  t  t  ion-led  Senat  ent  o  minorit  
communit  he  way  t  he  Senat  s  would  have,  given  t  he  Republicans  have  been  t  o  aies  in  t  ha  t  e  Democrat  ha  t  he  main  roadblock  t  
host of  legislat  ies  for  lawmakers  from  minorit  ies.  Some  Democrat  hey  were  concerned  t  tive  priorit  y  communit  s  said  t  ha  he  
Republicans  would  wat  s  t  at uit  o  illegal  immigrant  hater  down  some  measures,  like  effort o  provide  st e  t ion  aid  t  s,  or  block  some  t  
are  cont ious,  like  microst  omat  ols.ent  amping  for  semiaut  ic  pist  

“One more reason that we should have a Democratic majority is we would have a more fair representation ofwhat the state  
actually  looks  like  in  policy-making positions in the State Senate,” said SenatorGustavo Rivera, a Bronx Democrat.  

Mr.  Klein’s  group,  the  Independent  Democratic  Conference,  had  been  all-whit  il  Tuesday,  when  it  he  unt  added  a  fift  
member,  Malcolm  A.  Smith,  from  Queens,  who  formerly  led  the  Senat  s  bute  Democrat  now  says  he  is  considering  running  for  
mayor  of  New  York  Cit  h  Democrat  he  Republicany  as  a  Republican.  A  sixt  ,  Simcha  Felder,  from  Brooklyn,  has  said  he  will  join  t  
caucus,  giving  the  new  alliance  between  it  he  Independent  ic  Conference  at  36  vot  he  Legislatand  t  Democrat  least  es  when  t  ure  
begins  it  session,  in  January.s  next  

Mr.  Klein  said  he  would  welcome  more  black  and  Hispanic  senators  to  his  group  of  breakaway  Democrats.  “The  
Independent  Democratic  Conference  is  not  an  exclusive  club,”  he  said.  “It’s  open  to  all  senators  who  are  serious  about  
governing.”  

The  Senate  Democratic  caucus  has  been  led  by  black  lawmakers  for  t  decade.  The  currenthe  past  leader,  John  L.  
Sampson,  from Brooklyn,  said it was “inclusive” and  “reflective of the state of New York.” He said he was concerned that Senate  
Republicans  were  t  o  “steal power and control.”rying  t  

“What  should  be  of concern  to  New Yorkers  is  the  Republicans,  our State  Senate  colleagues,  trying  to  nullify  or void  the  
mandate of the voters,” Mr. Sampson said.  

James  Sanders  Jr.,  a  Democratic  councilman  from  Queens  who  was  elected  t he  Senat  mont  he  pacto t  e last  h,  said  of t  ,  
“This move passes the legal test but it doesn’t pass the smell test.”  

“People  of color could have actually chosen  to  be one of the  three people in  the  room,”  he said,  referring  to the  traditional  
Albany  power-troika  of the  governor,  the  Assembly  speaker  and  the  Senate  majority  leader.  “Now  that  opportunity  does  not  
exist.”  

Report:  Wa  ywashington  Post Likely To Introduce Pa  ll In  2013  
By  Mackenzie  Weinger  
Politico,  December 7,  2012  
The  Washingt  is  likely  t  reet  ed  on  Thursday.on  Post  o go behind  a paywall in  2013,  The Wall St  Journal  report  
Sources  told  the  Journal  t  he  online  sit  ered  paywall  and  t  it  roduced  no  earlier  tha  t  e  will  likely  use  a  met  hat will  be  int  han  

summer 2013. The paper’s newsstand price will also go up, according to the Journal.  

Wa  ns A Pa  llshington  Post Pla  ywa  
By  Keach  Hagey  
Wall St  Journal, December 7,  2012reet  
Full-t  st  he  Wall  St  Journal  are  available  t  he  link.ext ories  from  t  reet  o  Journal  subscribers  by  clicking  t  

Energy Economics In  One Lesson  
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Natural ga exports  re good forAmericas a  .  
Wall St  Journal, December 7,  2012reet  
Full-t  st  he  Wall  St  Journal  are  available  t  he  link.ext ories  from  t  reet  o  Journal  subscribers  by  clicking  t  

Uncovering Secrets About The Jim  Gra mha Probe  
on  PostWashingt  , December 7,  2012  

THE  DISTRICT  igat  o  whet’S  NEWLY  created  ethics  board  is  conducting  a  preliminary  invest  ion  int  her  D.C.  Council  
member  Jim  Graham  (D-Ward  1)  violated  the  city’s  code  of conduct.  This  is,  by  our count,  the  fifth  time  that  some  part  of the  
District  government  has  been  alerted  to  issues  about  Mr.  Graham’s  actions  concerning  the  city’s  lottery  contract.  The  ethics  
board  should  examine  Mr.  Graham’s  conduct,  but it  also  might  want to  figure  out why this  troubling  matter was  so  long  swept  
under  the  rug.  A  2008  documen  that  ained  last  arkly  t  ent  rayed  a  twe  obt  week  reveals  how  st  he  pot ial  wrongdoing  was  port  he  
time.  

The  D.C.  Board  of  Et  Account  y  launched  it  ober  aft  invest  ionhics  and  Government  abilit  s  review  in  Oct  er  an  independent  igat  
commissioned by the Washington  Met  an  Area Transit  horit  hat  hen  a member of tropolit  Aut  y  concluded  t  Mr.  Graham  in  2008,  t  he  
Metro  board,  violated  the  transit agency’s  rules  when  he  tried  to  get a developer to  drop  out of a  land  deal  in  exchange  for  his  
support of  a  separat  ery  cont  pending  before  te  lo  t  ract  he  D.C.  Council.  Mr.  Graham  has  denied  wrongdoing.  

What’s intriguing  is how the  investigation  tracks conclusions reached  in  July 2008 by Robert G.  Andary.  Then  the head  of  
oversight and  int  y  for  D.C.  Chief  Financial  Officer  Nat  o  invest  e  aegrit  war  M.  Gandhi,  Mr.  Andary  had  been  assigned  t  igat  
complaint  anonymously  but  by  Mr.  Graham,  against  he  former  procurement  or  for  t  ery,  brought  in  fact  Eric  W.  Payne,  t  direct  he  lo  t  
who  is  now  suing  t  y  for  unlawful  t  ion.he  cit  erminat  

In  exonerat  ed,  uncovered  allegat  hat  oing  Mr.  Payne,  Mr.  Andary,  as  has  previously  been  report  ions  t  Mr.  Graham  offered  t  
suppor  t  ery  bid  of  a  D.C.  businessman  if  he  got  ner  in  anot  o  wit  he  Met  was  nothe  lo  t  a  part  her  firm  t  hdraw  from  t  ro  deal.  What  
known  but is clear from  the  recently obtained  draft of Mr.  Andary’s  July 29,  2008,  report is  his  conclusion  t  Mr.  Graham  washat  
not candid,  may  have  had  polit  ives  in  bringing  t  and  act  ely.ical  mot  he  anonymous  complaint  ed  inappropriat  

“Moreover,”  reads  the  signed  draft  report,  “the  investigation  revealed  how  highly  politicized  the  Lottery  contract  has  
become,  and  revealed  inappropriate  actions  by Mr.  Graham  with  respect to  the  Council’s  consideration  of the  lottery  contract.”  
That and  ot  ical language does not  he final report is unclearwhy.her  crit  appear  in  t  ;  it  

Mr.  Andary  t  ialitold  us  a  confident y  agreement he  signed  with  Mr.  Gandhi’s  office  restricts  him  from  public  comment.  He  
gave a deposition  in  Mr.  Payne’s case,  but the portions that deal  with his 2008 investigation  remain  under court seal because  of  
t  ent  y  a  t  hat  ial  source  (i.e.,  Mr.  Graham)  is  involved.he  cont ion  by  cit  orneys  t  a  confident  

A spokesman forMr. Gandhi said that the chief financial officer did not see a draft ofMr.  Andary’s report,  receiving only the  
final  report.  The  spokesman  said  that  Mr.  Gandhi’s  deputy,  who  directly  supervised  Mr.  Andary,  does  not recall  suggesting  
changes  to  Mr.  Andary.  

What transpired  in  the  months  after Mr.  Andary issued  his  report bears  scrutiny.  Why weren’t more  questions  asked;  why  
was  there  seemingly  so  li  tle  int  in  invest  ing  serious  allegat  ant y  cont  ?  A  moterest  igat  ions  concerning  an  import  cit  ract  ion  by  Mr.  
Payne  to  lif  the  court  he  Dist  is  int  ed  in  finally  providing  some  needed  answers,  itseal  will be  heard Dec.  12.  If t  rict  erest  will drop  
it  ion.s  opposit  

Read  more  from  Opinions  The  draft version  of  Robert Andary’s July 29,  2008,  report The  final  version  of Robert Andary’s  
July  29,  2008,  report  T  he  Post’s  View:  Whyhe  Post’s  View:  More  questions  for  Jim  Graham  T  are  D.C.  officials  squelching  
dissent? Colbert I. King: NatwarGandhi’s overblown reputation The Post’s View: D.C.’s drip, drip, drip in the finance office  

Assa  l Asylum  In  La  If Forced To Flee Syriad Seeking Politica  tin  America  
By  Carlo  Strenger  
Ha'aretz,  December 5,  2012  
Syrian  President Bashar  Assad  has  been  looking  int he  possibilit  ical  asylum  for  himself,  his  family  ando  t  y  of  claiming  polit  

his  associat  in  America,  in  case  he  is  forced  tes  in  Lat  o  flee  Damascus.  

Al Assad Estudia Pedir Asilo En  Cuba Ecua,  dorO Venezuela  
El  Universal,  December 7,  2012  
El  presidente  de  Siria,  Bashar  al  Assad,  está  est  ar  asilo  polítudiando  la  posibilidad  de  solicit  ico  para  él,  su  familia  y  sus  

allegados  en  América  Lat  es.ina,  en  caso  de  verse  obligado  a  huir  de  Damasco,  donde  se  han  recrudecido  los  combat  
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El  viceminist  eriores  de  Siria,  Faisal  al-Miqdad,  mantro  de  Relaciones  Ext  uvo  la  semana  pasada  reuniones  en  Venezuela,  
Cuba  y  Ecuador,  a  donde  llevó  cart  res  países,  según  el  diarioas  personales  clasificadas  de  al-Assad  a  los  líderes  de  esos  t  
israelí  Haaretz.  

La  cancillería  venezolana  confirmó  que  al-Miqdad  entregó  una  carta  al  president  es  de  que  éste  Hugo  Chávez  ant  e  viajara  
a  Cuba  para  seguir  su  t amient  at  a  ahora  haya  podido  averiguar  cuál  fue  larat  o  médico,  según  el  rot ivo  israelí,  sin  que  hast  
respuesta  de  Venezuela.  

El  embajador  sirio  en  Venezuela,  Ghassan  Abbas,  t  uvo  cont os  conambién  ha  confirmado  que  al-Miqdad  mant  act  
responsables  venezolanos  en  Caracas,  pero  aseguró  que  no  t  o  sobre  el  contiene  conocimient  enido  de  la  misiva  de  Al  Assad.  

Desde  que  empezó  el  conflict  amento en  Siria,  en  marzo  de  2011 ,  Chávez ha  expresado  abiert  e su  respaldo  a al-Assad  a  
pesar  de  la  violenta  represión  del  régimen  contra  los  oposit  róleo  y  combustores,  incluso  no  ha  dejado  de  enviar  pet  ible,  según  
Haaretz.  

El  vicecanciller  sirio  t  uvo  reuniones  similares  la  semana  pasada  en  La  Habana  y  en  Quitambién  mant  o,  países  a  los  que  
t  regado  cartambién  habría  ent  as  de  al-Assad.  

Las  versiones  de  que  Al  Assad  est  ico  contaría  buscando  asilo  polít  radicen  sus  declaraciones  hechas  en  noviembre  
pasado a la cadena Russia T  en  engo que vivir yoday,  las que niega que vaya a abandonar Siria.  “Soy sirio, he nacido en Siria. T  
morir en Siria”, dijo.  

Sin  embargo,  el  avance  de  los  rebeldes  hacia  Damasco  cont  es  se  han  intinúa  y  los  combat  ensificado,  lo  que  hace  pensar  
que  la  caída  de  al-Assad  est  as  polítá  cerca,  según  analist  icos.  

En  un  int o  por  recuperar  las  zonas  pérdidas,  aviones  del  régimen  sirio  bombardearon  estent  e  miércoles  posiciones  
rebeldes  en  los  suburbios  de  Al  Mleha  y  Sabhin,  al  sureste  de  Damasco,  así  como  otros  al  suroest  ó  el  Observate,  report  orio  
Sirio  de  Derechos  Humanos  (OSDH).  

Según  el  diario  Al  Watan  
,  favorable  al  presidente  sirio,  el  ejército  cont  iendo  a  los  grupos  armados  en  los  alrededores  del  aeropuertinúa  combat  o  

int  ando  e  hiriendo  a  decenas  de  rebeldes.ernacional,  mat  
Por  t  ales  realizaron  varios  allanamient  ro  de  Damasco,  señaló  el  OSDH.ierra,  las  fuerzas  gubernament  os  en  el  cent  
La  est egia  del  Ejércit  ores  rurales  donde  los  rebeldes  son  cada  vez  másrat  o  sirio  es  separar  a  Damasco  de  los  sect  

dominantes.  
Las  t  aques  aéreos  e  incursiones  de  artropas  del  régimen  de  Al  Assad  han  lanzado  at  illería  en  los  suburbios  en  manos  de  

los  insurgentes  cerca  de  Damasco  durante  más  de  una  semana,  en  lo  que  según  act  as  es  la  peor  ofensiva  vistivist  a  en  el  área.  

Sena  Chemica  pons  Wa nt Actiontors: Syria  l Wea  rra  
By  Jonat  affhan  Broder  And  Emily  Cadei,  Roll  Call  St  
Roll Call,  December 7,  2012  
Calls  for  a  t  Syria  int  isan  group  of  senat  Barackougher  U.S.  policy  against  ensified  Thursday  as  a  bipart  ors  urged  President  

Obama  t hreat  oppling  milit  ion  if  President  rebels  t  oo  t  en  regime-t  ary  act  Bashar  al-Assad  uses  chemical  weapons  against  rying  t  
drive  him  from  power.  

Speaking  at a  hastily  arranged  news  conference,  Sens.  John  McCain,  R-Ariz.;  Lindsey  Graham,  R-S.C.;  Joseph  I.  
Lieberman,  I-Conn.;  and  Chris  Coons,  D-Del.,  cited  recent media  report  int  ing  Syrian  ts  about elligence  suggest  roops  had  mixed  
precursor  chemicals  for  a  deadly  nerve  gas  and  t  he  weapons  might  o  bombs  and  art  heha  t  be  loaded  int  illery  shells  for  use  in  t  
fighting.  

The  lawmakers  also  called  on  Obama  to  launch  pre-emptive military action if the administration received  “hard intelligence”  
of an  Assad decision  t  ually use to  act  he  chemical  weapons.  

“The time for talking  about what to do may now be coming to a close,” said McCain,  the ranking Republican  on  the Armed  
Services  Commi  t  he  effort  ol  Hill  t  he  Syrian  rebels  since  t  wo  yearsee,  who  has  led  t  on  Capit  o  arm  t  heir  insurgency  began  nearly  t  
ago.  

He  said  the  administration  now  has  to  decide  “whether  to  continue  on  the  sidelines  and  hope  that  a  man  who  has  
slaught  o  t  he  next ep  and  use  far  more  dest  iveered  nearly  40,000  men,  women  and  children  in  Syria  will  decide  no  t ake  t  st  ruct  
weapons  t  ly  larger  numbers  of  people,  or  whet  o  t  ary  act  hat  a  masso  kill  significant  her  t ake  milit  ion  of  some  kind  t  could  prevent  
atrocity. That is the choice we now face.”  

Graham  said  he  was  preparing  a  resolution  authorizing  t  o  preventhe  use  of  force  t  Assad  from  using  weapons  of  mass  
dest  ion  agains  t  s.ruct  he  insurgent  

“If he does,  it would be the end of his regime,” Lieberman said.  
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Obama,  Secretary of State Hillary Rodham  Clinton  and NATO leaders have warned  that Syria’s use of chemical  weapons  
would  be  met wit  rong  int  ional  response,  but  he  Unit  at  s  allies  would  do  in  th  a  st  ernat  none  has  specified  wha  t  ed  St es  and  it  he  
event such  weapons  were  used.  

“I don’t want to pre-suppose  wha  t  is  going  t  h  t  ,  but hink  what  be  underst  hathe  president  o  do  wit he  Cabinet  I  t  must  ood  is  t  
t  hose  weapons  is  for  us  a  qualit ively  different uat  ries  in  t  it  that  way,”he  use  of  t  at  sit ion  and  frankly  count  he  region  also  view  
Robert S.  Ford,  t  o  Syria,  said  Thursday  at  ed  by  t  ion  for  Defense  of  Democracieshe  U.S.  ambassador  t  a  forum  host  he  Foundat  
think tank.  “And so it will change our calculations in a fundamental way, change completely the approach to the Syrian problem.”  

Ford  added,  “We  want to  be  very  clear,  very  clear  to  the  Syrian  government,  as  its  situation  deteriorates,  they  must  not  
deploy these weapons, they must not deploy them.”  

Unt  he  Unit  at  o  arm  t  fall  int he  hands  of  Islamicil  now,  t  ed  St es  has  refused  t  he  rebels,  fearing  such  weapons  might  o  t  
extremists  ing  he  Syrian  regime.  ead,  Washingt  has  provided  he  rebels  only  wit humanit  aidfight  t  Inst  on  t  h  arian  and  
communications  gear.  

The reports ofSyrian  troops preparing  chemical  weapons appeared  as represent ives of 70 nat  hemselves tat  ions  calling  t  he  
“Friends of Syria” prepared to meet Dec.  12 in Marrakesh,  Morocco,  to discuss the crisis.  At the gathering,  Clinton was expected  
to  recognize  the  recent  ion,  a  broad  coalit  h  inside  and  outly formed Syrian  opposit  ion of rebel groups bot  side Syria.  

The  New  York  Times  on  Wednesday  reported  that  elligence  officials  had  det ed  t  Syrian  tU.S.  int  ect  hat  roops  have  mixed  
together  small  amount  one  or  t  orage  sit  ha  ts  of  precursor  chemicals  for  sarin,  a  deadly  nerve  gas,  at  wo  st  es,  and  t  he  chemical  
weapons  could  be  used  in  bombs  and  artillery shells.  Syria  has  said  it would  not use  such  weapons  against its  own  people  “in  
any circumstances.”  

The  four  senators  also  urged  the  administ ion  t  he  use  of  milit  securerat  o  consider  t  ary  force  to  Syria’s chemical  weapons if  
Assad’s regime collapses.  

“There  is  a  unanimous  view  here  today  that  we  support  President  Obama  in  announcing  a  red  line  and  prompt  
consequences  should  Bashar  al-Assad  take  the  unt  ep  of  using  advanced  chemical  weapons  againsthinkable  st  his  own  people,  
said Coons,  a member of t  e Foreign Relat  ee and t  Democra  t  he group ofSyria hawks.he  Senat  ions  Commi  t  he  first  o  join  t  

Separat  he  Foreign  Relat  ee  on  Near  East  h  andely,  Sen.  Bob  Casey,  D-Pa.,  chairman  of  t  ions  Subcommi  t  ern  and  Sout  
Cent  ot  eps  he  t  he  Obama  administ ion  should  t  o  assis  he  Syrianral  Asian  Affairs,  on  Thursday  laid  out her  st  hinks  t  rat  ake  t  t  
opposition  that  her  t  hing  he  has  advocat  o  datgo  furt  han  anyt  ed  t  e.  

Speaking  a  t  ion  for  Defense  of  Democracies  event  he  administ ion  t  aking  outhe  Foundat  ,  Casey  called  on  t  rat  o  consider  t  
Syrian  government fight  o-surface  Tomahawk  missiles.  He  emphasized  t  argeters  by  using  surface-t  he  t  s  would  be  Air  Force  
planes  abou  to  take  off,  rat  han  in  ther  t  he  air.  

He  added  that the  administration  should  consider other ways  the  United  States  can  “hamper the  ability  of the  Syrian  Air  
Force to conduct aerial attacks on civilians.”  

Casey  also  said the administration should consider initiating monetary support and security cooperation with “heavily vetted  
opposition  groups  that  are  committed  to  the  democratic  process  and  universally  accepted  human  rights.”  Security  cooperation  
would  include  training  and  intelligence  sharing,  but  ,  not  her  lawmakers  have  advocatnot  ably,  providing  arms,  as  some  ot  ed.  

“If we can help them,  and help them on this front in a way that does not exacerbate international opposition dynamics,  then  
we should,” he said.  

Lawmakers’ push for new U.S.  action  comes as the momentum on  the ground in  Syria appears to be shifting in  the rebels’  
favor.  

“I think the direction  of events on  the ground,  the direction  is very clear now,” Ford  said.  “When  Damascus airport,  which is  
not far  from  t  y,  t  o  close  it  comes  under  a  t  ion  forces  ...  when  armed  opposithe  cit hey  have  t  because  it  ack  of  armed  opposit  ion  
groups seize control of air defense sites inside the outerDamascus beltway,  the writing is on the wall.”  

NATO Moves Towa  Borderrd Deployment On  Syria  
By  Ben  Hubbard  
Associated  Press,  December 7,  2012  
BEIRUT  (AP)  —  he  Wes  t  Syrian  President Bashar  Assad  will  unleash  chemical  weapons  as  an  act ofAs  fears  grow  in  t  hat  

desperation,  NAT  hursday with its plan to place Patriot missiles and troops along Syria’s border with T  oO moved forward T  urkey t  
prot  against  ent  acks.ect  pot ial  a  t  

Assad’s  regime  blasted  the  move  “psychological  warfare,”  saying  the  would  not  er  itas  new  deployment  det  from  seeking  
vict  views  as  t  s.ory  over  rebels  it  errorist  

180  

Document  ID:  0.7.6033.10295-000004  

http://news.yahoo.com/nato-moves-toward-deployment-syria-border-190530827.html


                  

                    

         
                     


                   

            

                 

                  


    
                    

            

               

                    

  

                    

  
               


                 


                  

       

                

                   


               
                   


                      

      

                 
                   


         
                  

                   

      

                  

                  

                  

                       


          
                


                    

          

                 

                  
                


              
               

               


       
      
     

  

t

t t

t

t

t

t

t

t

The  missile  deployment sends  a  clear  message  t  hato  Assad  t  consequences  will  follow  if  he  uses  chemical  weapons  or  
strikes  NATO  member  Turkey,  which  backs  the  rebels  seeking  his  oust  it  ed  scope  also  reflect he  low  appe  iter.  But s  limit  s  t  e  in  
Western  capitals  for  direct  ary  int  ion  in  tmilit  ervent  he  civil  war.  

The  U.S.  and  many  European  and  Arab  countries  called  for  Assad  to  st  he  uprising  but  ruggled  tep  down  early  in  t  have  st  o  
make  that happen.  Russia  and  China  have  prot ed  Assad  from  censure  by  t  y  Council,  and  tect  he  U.N.  Securit  he  presence  of  
extremists  among  t  he  U.S.  and  ot  arming  the  rebels  makes  t  hers  nervous  about  hem.  

In  Dublin,  Ireland,  U.S.  Secret  atary  of  St e  Hillary  Rodham  Clinton  joined  Russia’s  foreign  minister  and  the  U.N.  peace  
envoy  t he  Arab  count  hree-way  t  hat  ed  Washingt  oward  a  common  st egyo  t  ry  for  t  alks  t  suggest  on  and  Moscow  were  working  t  rat  
as  the  Assad  regime  weakens.  

The  diplomat  s  t  he  civil  days after NAT  urkey’sic  effort o  end  t  war come  O agreed to post Patriot missiles and troops along T  
sout  h  Syria  aft  ars  and  shells  from  Syria  killed  five  Turks.hern  borderwit  ermort  

Germany’s  Cabinet  approved  the  move  on  T  homas  de  Maiziere  t  ershursday,  and  German  Defense  Minister  T  old  report  
t  he  overall  mission  is  expect  o  include  t  eries  each  from  t  herlands  and  t  ed  St es,  plus  400  soldiersha  t  ed  t  wo  ba t  he  Net  he  Unit  at  
and  monit  .oring  aircraft  

“Nobody knows  what such  a  regime  is  capable  of and  that is  why  we  are  acting  protectively here,”  said  German  Foreign  
Minist  erwelle.er  Guido  West  

In  Washington,  U.S.  Defense  Secretary  Leon  Pane  t  hat  elligence  report  hata  said  Thursday  t  int  s  raise  fears  t  an  
increasingly  desperat  —  he  U.S.  and  Russia  agree  ise  Assad  is  considering  using  his  chemical  weapons  arsenal  which  t  
unacceptable.  

The  Assad  regime  said  the  NATO  deployment would  not  he  tmake  Assad  change  course,  calling  t  alk  of  chemical  weapons  
part of a conspiracy t  ify fut  ervento  just  ure  int  ion.  

“The  Turkish  step  and NAT  are  provocative  movesO’s support for it  that constitute  psychological  warfare,”  Syria’s Deputy  
Foreign  Minister  Faisal  Mekdad  said  in  an  interview  with  Lebanon’s  Al-Manar  TV.  “But  if  they  think  this  will  affect  our  
det  ion  and  work  for  a  decisive  victerminat  ory  in  this fight against terrorism, they are very wrong.”  

Syria  has  not confirmed  it  ing  t  it  ithas  chemicals  weapons,  while  insist  hat would  never  use  such  arms  against s  own  
people.  

“I  repeat for the hundredth time that even  if such  weapons exist in  Syria,  they will  not be  used  against the Syrian  people,”  
Mekdad said.  “We cannot possibly commit suicide.”  

Analysts  say  the  missile  deployment  o  Assad  t  he  war  in  his  own  countsends  a  message  t  o  keep  t  ry.  
“There is an  element there of deterrence,  of coercive diplomacy,” said Yezid Sayigh  of the Carnegie Middle East Center in  

Beirut.  “We won’t go further if you don’t go further.”  
Sayigh  said  it is  possible  t  Syria,  t  s  chemical  weapons  t  er-message  t he  Westhat  oo,  moved  it  o  send  a  count  o  t  .  
Still,  the  missile  deployment  appear  t  ep  t  ary  int  ion,  he  said,  not  hatdoes  not  o  be  a  st  oward  milit  ervent  ing  t  no  NATO  

member nat  o ent he war.ions wan  t  er t  
NATO  officials  said  the  Patriot  o  int  Syrian  weapons  t  ents  will  be  programmed  only  t  ercept  hat  er  Turkish  airspace  and  will  

not be  fired  int  ively.  This  means  t  arget  ary  act ies  t  remain  inside  Syria.o  Turkey  preempt  hey  would  no  t  Syrian  milit  ivit  hat  
The  German  Parliament is  expect  s  final  approval  in  mid-December,  and  t  ch  are  also  expect  o  approveed give  it  he  Dut  ed  t  

t  he  plan  t  o t  y and  size  of t  riot  eries,  t  ohe  move  soon,  allowing  t  o  go  ahead.  Due  t he  complexit  he  Pat  ba  t  hey  will  probably  have  t  
t  urkey for anothermonth.ravel  by sea and won’t arrive in T  

In  Syria,  government forces  shelled  rebellious  suburbs  around  t  al,  Damascus.  They  also  clashed  withe  capit  h  rebels  in  
Damascus  as  well  as  in  the  northern  cit  i-regime  act  s  say  more  ty  of  Aleppo  and  elsewhere.  Ant  ivist  han  40,000  have  been  killed  
since the country’s crisis started with political protests in March 2011 .  

The  fighting  in  Syria  has  enflamed  tensions  in  neighboring  Lebanon,  where  securit  he  ty  officials  said  t  oll  in  clashes  
bet  wo  neighborhoods  in  t  hern  cit  o  eight  han  60  wounded.ween  t  he nort  y ofTripoli had  risen  t  dead  and  more t  

The  clashes  between  the  two  communities,  which  support  opposite  sides  in  Syria’s  civil  war,  started  Monday,  following  
report hat  er  ent  o  fight  he  rebels.s t  17 Lebanese men  were killed  aft  ering Syria t  alongside t  

The officials spoke on  condition  of anonymity because t  aut  o brief they  were  not  horized  t  he  media.  
Copyright 2012  Associat  s  reserved.  This  mat  be  published,  broadcast  en,  ored  Press.  All  right  erial  may  not  ,  rewri  t  

redist  ed.ribut  

U.S. Adopts Fluid Stance O Syria’s Chemical Armsn  
By  David  E.  Sanger  And  Eric  Schmi  t  
NewYork Times,  December 7,  2012  
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WASHINGTON  —  hatWhen  President  Obama  first  warned  Syria’s  leader,  President  Bashar  al-Assad,  t  even  making  
moves  toward  using  chemical  weapons  would  cross  a  “red  line”  that  might  force  the  United  States  to  drop  its  reluctance  to  
intervene in the country’s civil war, Mr. Obama took an expansive view ofwhere he drew that boundary.  

“We cannot have a situation  where chemical  or biological  weapons are falling into the hands of the wrong people,” he said  
at an  Aug.  20  news  conference.  He  added:  “A  red  line  for  us  is  we  start  seeing  a  whole  bunch  of chemical  weapons  moving  
around or being utilized. That would change my calculus.”  

But in  t  week,  amid  int  s  t  some  precursor  chemicals  have  been  mixed  for  possible  use  ashe  past  elligence  report hat  
weapons,  Mr.  Obama’s  “red  line”  appears  to  have  shifted.  His  warning  against  “moving”  weapons  has  disappeared  from  his  
public  pronouncement  hose  of  Secret  at  on.  The  new  warning  is  t  if  Mr.  Assads,  as  well  as  t  ary  of  St e  Hillary  Rodham  Clint  hat  
makes use of t  his own people or his neighbors,  he will face unspecified  consequences.hose  weapons,  presumably  against  

It is  a  hursday:  “Tveiled  threat that Defense  Secretary Leon  E.  Panetta  repeated T  he  president  of the  United States  has  
made  very  clear  t  here  will  be  consequences,  t  he  Assad  regime  makes  a  t  ake  byha  t  here  will  be  consequences  if  t  errible  mist  
using these chemical weapons on their own people.”  

The  White  House  says  the  president  changed  his  posit  all  — it is all in the definition of the word “moving.”has  not  ion  at  
T  hursday that  ‘moving around’ means proliferation,”ommy Vietor,  the spokesman for the National Security Council,  said T  “  

as  in  allowing  extremist groups  like  Hezbollah,  which  has  t  he  weapons  sit  o  obt  he  matraining camps near t  es,  t  ain  t  erial.  
Such  shifts  are  nothing  new  in  global  st  he  Israelis  have  moved  t  han  a  half-dozen  tandoffs;  t  heir  lines  more  t  imes  in  recent  

years  when  talking  about how  close  t  o  ge  t  he  capacit o  build  a  nuclear  weapon  before  they  would  allow  Iran  t  oward  t  y  t  aking  
action.  

But for  Mr.  Obama,  t  s  t  polit  ics  of  act  ively  againsthe  change  in  wording  reflect he  difficult  ics  and  logist  ing  pre-empt  Mr.  
Assad.  No  American  president has  t  he  need  t  he  use  of  weapons  of  mass  dest  ion,  and  talked  more  abou  t  o  preven  t  ruct  o  lock  
down  exist  ockpiles.  And  no  president  ed  more  publicly  t  his  is  a  t  he  Unit  at  o  exit  heing  st  has  insist  ha  t  ime  for  t  ed  St es  t  wars  in  t  
Middle  East,  not enter  new  ones.  

“We’re kind  of boxed in,” an  at  s  alliesadministration  official  said this week as intelligence agencies in the United  St es  and  it  
were  trying  to  figure  out  the  worrisome  activity  at  one  or  two  of  the  three  dozen  sites  where  Syria’s  chemical  weapons  are  
stockpiled. “There’s an issue of presidential credibility here,” the official said.  “But our options are quite limited.”  

T  hat couldhe chief limitation, American and Israeli officials say,  is that chemical weapons sites cannot be safely bombed. “T  
create  the  exact situation  we  are  trying  to  avoid,”  said  one  erviewedsenior American  military official,  who  like  several  others  int  
would  speak only on  t  ion  of anonymithe  condit  y.  

Making  t  he  st  es  are  near  t  h  Jordan,  raising  t  y  t  any  plume  ofhings  worse,  many  of  t  orage  sit  he  border  wit  he  possibilit hat  
chemicals  created  by  an  a  tack  could  drift  he  t  ory  of  an  American  ally.  Pu  t  roops  on  tover  t  errit  ing  t  he  ground  has  never  been  a  
serious  option,  American  officials  say.  

Bu  the  Israelis  clearly  take  t  of  pre-emptive  strikes  seriously.  T  one  against Saddam  Hussein’she  concept  hey conducted  
nuclear reactor in  Iraq in  1981 ,  and  another,  against  h Korean-built  or in t  , in Septa  Nort  react  he  Syrian  desert  ember  2007.  

“I don’t think we’d  act again  unless we thought Hezbollah  might get their hands on  these weapons,” said  one senior Israeli  
official. “But we’ve proven that we are willing to do it, and probably more willing than the Americans.”  

When  Mr.  Obama  warned  against moving  chemical  weapons,  administ ion  officials  said  he  did  not  ing  trat  mean  shift  he  
weapons  from  one  sit o  anot  imes,  but preparing  them  for  use.e  t  her,  which  has  happened  several  t  

But in  recent  hat  ly  what elligence  agencies  fear  has  happened.  American  officials  have  det ed  tdays,  t  is  exact  int  ect  hat  
Syrian  t  s  of  precursor  chemicals  for  sarin,  a  deadly  nerve  gas,  at  wo  st  es  —roops  have  mixed  small  amount  one  or  t  orage  sit  
though  there  is  no  indicat  hat  roops  are  under  fierce  assault  o  order  tion  t  Mr.  Assad,  whose  t  from  rebel  forces,  is  ready  t  he  use  of  
his  arsenal.  

Mr.  Panetta  said  Thursday  that  the  administration  was  “very  concerned,  very  concerned”  that  as  the  opposition  fighters  
close  in  on  Damascus,  t  al,  t  might  ually  use  a  chemical  weapon.  Over  t  fourhe  Syrian  capit  he  Assad  government  act  he  past  
decades,  Syria  has  amassed  one  of  t  undeclared  st  he  world,  including  huge  supplies  ofhe  largest  ockpiles  of  chemicals  in  t  
mustard  gas,  sarin  nerve  agent and  cyanide,  according  t  s  by  to  unclassified  report  he  C.I.A.  

With Wa  Ta  's Futurer Shifting,  US,  Russia lk Syria  
By  Bradley  Klapper,  Associated  Press  
Associated  Press,  December 7,  2012  
DUBLIN  (AP)  — Diplomatic  efforts  to  end  Syria’s  civil  moved  forward  Twar  hursday  with U.S.  Secretary  of State  Hillary  

Rodham  Clinton  joining Russia’s foreign  minister and the U.N.  peace envoy to the Arab country for extraordinary three-way  talks  
that suggest  on  and  Moscow  might  e  behind  a  st egy  as  ted  Washingt  finally  unit  rat  he  Assad  regime  weakens.  
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In  Washingt  ary  Leon  Pane  t  elligence  report  hat  e  Syrianon,  Defense  Secret  a  said  int  s  raise  fears  t  an  increasingly  desperat  
President Bashar  Assad  is  considering  using  his  chemical  weapons  arsenal  —  he  U.S.  and  Russia  agree  is  unacceptwhich  t  able.  

“I  think  there  is  no  question  that  we  remain  very  concerned,  very  concerned,”  Panetta  said,  “that,  as  the  opposition  
advances,  in  part  hat  very well consider the use of chemical weapons.”icular  in  Damascus,  t  regime  might  

It was  unclear  whet  t  rebels  wit  ries,  buther  Assad  migh  arget  hin  Syria  or  bordering  count  growing  concern  over  such  a  
scenario was clearly adding urgency to discussions in Ireland’s capital.  

On  t  s  conference,  Clint  hered  wit  er  Sergey  Lavrov  andhe  sidelines  of  a  human  right  on  gat  h  Russian  Foreign  Minist  
mediator  Lakhdar  Brahimi  for  about 40  minut  o  look  for  a  st egy  t  ernat  y  could  rally  around  tes  t  rat  he  int  ional  communit  o  end  
Syria’s 21 -month  civil  war.  

“We have talked  a little bit about how we can  work out hopefully a process that will get Syria back from  the brink,” Brahimi  
said  aft he meeter  t  ing  ended.  

The  experienced  Algerian  diplomat  ing  t  he  Arab  League,  said  he  would  pu  t  her  a  peace,  represent  he  global  body  and  t  oget  
process  based  on  a  political  transit  rat  he  U.S.  and  Russia  agreed  on  in  Geneva  in  June.  Then,  tion  st egy  t  he  process  quickly  
became  bogged  down  over  how  the  internat  y  might  s  conditional  communit  enforce  it  ions.  

“We  haven’t taken  any  sensational  decisions,”  Brahimi  said.  “But I  think we  have  agreed  that the  situation  is  bad  and  we  
have  agreed  that we  must  inue  t  oget  o  see  how  we  can  find  creat  his  problem  under  contcont  o  work  t  her  t  ive  ways  of  bringing  t  rol  
and hopefully starting to solve it.”  

The  former  Cold  War  foes  have  fought bi  t  o  address  t  ,  but  on  st  he  meeterly  over  how  t  he  conflict  Clint  ressed  before  t  ing  
t  hey  shared  a  common  goal.ha  t  

“We have been trying hard to work with Russia to try to stop the bloodshed in Syria and start a political transit  -ion  for  a  post  
Assad Syrian future,” Clinton told reporters in Dublin.  

“Events  on  the  ground in  Syria  are  accelerating  and  we  see  that in  many different ways,”  she  said.  “The  pressure  against  
the  regime  in  and  around  Damascus  seems  very  clear  what  ion  is  wit  oto  be  increasing.  We’ve  made  it  our  posit  h  respec  t  
chemical weapons, and I think we will discuss that and many other aspects ofwhat is needed to end the violence.”  

A senior U.S.  official  said  the  meeting  focused  on  how to  help Syria’s  political  transition  in  “practical  terms.”  Both  Clinton  
and Lavrov supported Brahimi’s efforts,  and they agreed to a meeting  chaired by the envoy next week that would include senior  
U.S.  and  Russian  officials  to  discuss  next st  ion  of  anonymity because  she wasn’t authorizedeps.  The  official  spoke  on  condit  to  
speak  publicly  on  t  er.he  ma  t  

Washingt  en  publicly  chast  her  t  ed  on  an  int  ional  st egy  foron  and  Moscow  have  more  oft  ised  each  ot  han  cooperat  ernat  rat  
Syria.  The  U.S.  has  crit  s  Arab  ally.  The  Russians  have  accused  ticized  Russia  for  shielding  it  he  U.S.  of  meddling  by  demanding  
Assad’s  downfall  and  ultimately  seeking  an  armed  intervention  such  as  the  one  last  year  against  the  late  Libyan  strongman  
Moammar  Gadhafi.  

Bu  t  hering  of  t  hree  key  int  ional  figures  suggest  he  offing.  Athe  gat  he  t  ernat  ed  possible  compromise  in  t  a  minimum,  it  
confirmed  what officials  described  as  an  easing  of  some  of  t  hat  ween  Moscow  and  Washingthe  acrimony  t  has  raged  bet  on  over  
t  ure  of  Syria,  an  et  ion  whose  st  y  is  crit  s  geographic  posit  ween  powder  kegshe  fut  hnically  diverse  nat  abilit  ical  given  it  ion  in  bet  
Iraq,  Lebanon  and  Israel.  

Ot  rat  days  have  spoken  about Syrians  preparing  weapon  components  of  sarin  gas.  Theher  administ ion  officials  in  recent  
new  act y,  coupled  wit  hat  e,  have  led  t he  fear  t  he  is  deployingivit  h  fears  t  rebel  advances  are  making  Assad  more  desperat  o  t  hat  
the  weapons.  

On  Capit  ors  even  suggest  ary  act  Assad.ol  Hill,  some  senat  ed  milit  ion  against  
Sen.  John  McCain  told  reporters  the  U.S.  should  “be  ready to  do  whatever is  necessary to  prevent”  the  use  of chemical  

weapons, “including the option ofmilitary intervention.”  
Syria’s  Deputy Foreign  Minister Faisal Mekdad  on  hursday accused  the  United States  and Europe  of using  the  issue  ofT  

chemical  weapons  to  justify  a  fut  ary  int  ion  against  hat  erventure  milit  ervent  Syria.  He  warned  t  any  such  int  ion  would  be  
“catastrophic.”  

Brahimi  is  hoping  t  at  hing  akin  t he  plan  craft  his  year  by  his  predecessor  as  Syria  peaceo  resuscit e  somet  o  t  ed  earlier  t  
envoy,  former  U.N.  Secret  off  t  in  frust ion.ary-General Kofi Annan. Annan’s  plan  never  got  he  ground,  and  he  resigned  his  post  rat  

Annan’s plan  demanded  several  steps by the Assad  regime to de-escalate  tensions  and  end  t  hat  ivisthe  violence  t  act  s  say  
has  killed  more  than  40,000  people  since  March  2011 .  I  then  required  Syria’s  opposition  and  the  regime  to  put  forward  
candidat  ransit  ,  wit  he  righ  t  o  nominees  proposed  by  t  her.es  for  a  t  ional  government  h  each  side  having  t  o  vet  he  ot  

If  anyt  hat  would  surely  mean  t  han  four  decades  of  an  Assad  familyhing  resembling  t  plan  progresses,  it  he  end  of  more  t  
member at Syria’s helm.  The opposition has demanded Assad’s departure and has rejected any talk of him staying in  power.  Yet  
it also  would  grant  at  he  opport  y  t  remist  hers  in  t  ion  t  hey  rejectregime  represent ives  t  unit o  block  Sunni  ext  s  and  ot  he  opposit  ha  t  .  
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The  United  Stat  he  collapse  on  Russia  for  vet  hird  resolut  he  U.N.  Securit  hates  blamed  t  oing  a  t  ion  a  t  y  Council  t  would  have  
applied world sanctions against Assad’s government for failing to live by the deal’s provisions.  

Russia insisted that the Americans unfairly sought Assad’s departure as a precondition and worried about opening the door  
t  ary  act  on  offered  t  ion  t  would  have  expressly  forbiddeno  milit  ion,  even  as  Washingt  o  include  language  in  any  U.N.  resolut  hat  
out  erventside  armed  int  ion.  

The  same  he  Obama  administration  is  likely  to  insist  anewpitfalls  threaten  Brahimi’s  process.  T  that  it  be  internationally  
enforceable  —  ep  Moscow  may  st  an  t  o.a  st  ill  be  reluct  o  commi  t  

But wit he  war  t  Assad,  U.S.  officials  are  hoping  t  Russia  will  be  prepared  t  s  support for  him.h  t  urning  against  hat  o  drop  it  
In  Syria,  government forces  on  Thursday  shelled  rebellious  suburbs  around  Damascus  and  clashed  wit  heh  rebels  in  t  

capit  self  and  in Aleppo, Syria’s largest city.al  it  
Robert  Ford,  the  U.S.  ambassador  in  Damascus  until  his  recall  earlier  this  year,  pointed  to  the  closure  of Syria’s  main  

airport and  t  ure  of  defense  sit  he  Damascus  belt  ors  of  t  hehe  rebel  capt  es  inside  t  way  as  key  indicat  he  conflict’s  direction.  “T  
writing is on the wall,” he said at the Foundation for Defense ofDemocracies forum in Washington.  

Also  T  O advanced its  plan  to  urkey  to  protecthursday,  NAT  place  Patriot  missiles  and  troops  along Syria’s  border  with T  
against pot  move  as  “psychological  warfare,”  saying  the  new  deployment  would  notential  attacks.  Assad’s  regime  blasted  the  
det  from  seeking  vict  views  as  t  s.er  it  ory  over  rebels  it  errorist  

Copyright 2012  Associat  s  reserved.  This  mat  be  published,  broadcast  en,  ored  Press.  All  right  erial  may  not  ,  rewri  t  
redist  ed.ribut  

U.N.  Envoy Is Seeking ADea  d From  Syrial To Oust Assa  
By  Michael  R.  Gordon  And  Ellen  Barry  
NewYork Times,  December 7,  2012  
DUBLIN  — Wit he  support  he  Unit  at  he  Unit  ions  special  envoy  on  Syria  is  mount  ic  pushh  t  of  t  ed  St es,  t  ed  Nat  ing  a  diplomat  

for  a  he  inst  ion  of  abrokered  agreement  that  would  lead  to  the  ouster  of the  country’s  president,  Bashar  al-Assad,  and  t  allat  
t  ional  governmentransit  .  

The  envoy,  Lakhdar Brahimi,  convened  an  unusual  three-way meeting  on  Thursday night a Dublin  hot  h Secretat  el  wit  ary  
ofState Hillary Rodham  Clint  he Russian foreign  ministon  and  t  er,  Sergey  V.  Lavrov.  

Aft  he  40-minute  meeting,  Mr.  Brahimi  said  his  goal  was  to  “put  together  a  peace  process”  that  would  build  oner  t  
discussions  t  he  Unit  at  which  quickly  collapsed.ha  t  ed  St es  and  Russia  had  in  June  but  

Mr.  Brahimi  and  senior  American  and  Russian  officials  plan  t  again  in  several  days  t  hey  can  agree  ono  meet  o  see  if  t  
specifics of a negotiating  approach t  might  he 20-mont  , which has killed  more that  end  t  h  conflict  han  40,000  Syrians.  

With  Mr.  Assad’s  fortunes  looking  bleaker and  persistent  worries  that the  Syrian  leader  is  considering  using  his  chemical  
arsenal, the hope on the American side was that the Russians might throw their weight behind Mr. Brahimi’s effort.  

“Events  on  the  ground  in  Syria  are  accelerating,  and  we  see  that  in  many different  ways,”  Mrs.  Clinton  said  before  the  
meeting,  alluding  to  reports  on  he  pressure  against  the  regime  in  and  around  Damascuschemical  weapons  developments.  “T  
appears to be increasing.”  

The  United  Stat  o  preven  t  ary  development  pacing  t  arrangementes  is  in  a  race  t  he  milit  s  in  Syria  from  out  he  nascent  s  for  a  
polit  ransit  daunt  ions  remain,  including  t  y  t  he  Russian  posit  fundament  edical  t  ion.  But  ing  quest  he  possibilit ha  t  ion  has  not  ally  shift  
and  t  ion  t  Assad  government  s  and  t  ion  are  int  ed  in  negot ing  ahe  absence  of  any  indicat  hat  loyalist  he  Syrian  opposit  erest  iat  
transitional  arrangement  h  each  otwit  her.  

“The longer Syrian  violence continues,  the more extremists benefit,” the American  ambassador to Syria,  Robert Ford,  said  
in  remarks  at a  Washingt  organized  by  t  ion  for  t  group.on  event  he Foundat  he Defense ofDemocracies,  a nongovernment  

T  hat is,  who would govern Syriahe goal of the United States is to cobble together an  answer to the “day after” questions.  T  
if  Mr.  Assad  were  finally  deposed?  And  how  can  t  ernat  y  reduce  t  arianhe  int  ional  communit  he  risk  of  a  downward  spiraling  sect  
and ethnic bloodletting that might spill over Syria’s border and enable radical Islamists to emerge as a potent political force?  

Each  of  t  s  t he  American  st egy  is  challenging  in  it  ,  and  t  ion  inhe  several  element o  t  rat  s  own  right  hey  require  synchronizat  
the  weeks  ahead.  

The  United  Stat  rying  t  he  Syrian  opposit  hat can  play  a  major  role  in  a  polites  is  t  o  shape  and  broaden  t  ion  so  t  it  ical  
transition  should  Mr.  Assad  be  driven  from  power.  Mrs.  Clint  ed  t  t  ed  St es  will  recognize  ton  has  hint  ha  he  Unit  at  he  Syrian  
opposit  he  legit  e  polit  at  he  Syrian  people  at  ing  next  —ion  as  t  imat  ical  represent ive  of  t  a  meet  week  in  Marrakesh,  Morocco  
assuming  t  he  opposit  inues  t  s  organizat  ical  st  ure.ha  t  ion  cont  o  flesh  ou  it  ion  and  polit  ruct  

Brit  he GulfCooperat  he group.ain,  France,  Turkey  and  t  ion  Council  have  already  formally  recognized  t  
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Recognit  he  Unit  at  han  symbolic.  The  hope  is  t  he  group  becomes  a  mechanism  forion  by  t  ed  St es  would  be  more  t  ha  t  
channeling  aid  inside  Syria  and  governing  territory  t  liberat  he  Assad  governmentha  it  es from  t  .  

“For the  first time,  there  is  a national  opposition  leadership,”  Mr.  Ford  asserted in  his  appearance  on  hursday.  “Finally,T  
people on the inside are working with those on the outside.”  

The  Unit  at  o  designat he  Nusra  Front  ernat  errorist  ion,  a  move  t  hased  St es  is  also  moving  t  e  t  as  an  int  ional  t  organizat  hat  
pros  and  cons  since  t  he  most  ers  agains  t  .  Bu  hehe  group  is  made  up  of  some  of  t  experienced  fight  he  Assad  government  t  
Unit  at  s  t  e  t  ically  from  t  of  t  ion  during  a  t  ion,  because  t  is  seen  byed  St es  want o  isolat he  group  polit  he  rest  he  opposit  ransit  he  front  
expert  ed  wits  as  affiliat  h  Al  Qaeda.  

Lastly, the Obama administration is trying to get the Russians on board to revive last June’s Geneva discussions  wit hemh t  
and the United Nations that collapsed.  The United States had thought those talks would lead to Mr.  Assad’s relinquishing power  
and  a  United  Nations  Securit  ion  t  ening  economic  sanct  heory,  milit  ion  under  Chapty  Council  resolut  hreat  ions  and,  in  t  ary  act  er  7  
of the United Nat  er,  bu  t  er int  ed t  alks differentions  Chart  he  Russians  lat  erpret  he  t  ly.  

Forging  a  common  American  and  Russian  posit  he  only  majorion,  American  officials  believe,  would  leave  Iran  as  t  
int  ional  support  he  Assad  government  loyalist o  abandon  Mr.  Assad.ernat  er of t  and  encourage government  s t  

The  focus  of Thursday  night’s  talks,  which  took place  on  the  margins  of a  meeting  of the  Organization  for  Security  and  
Cooperation in Europe, was, Mr. Brahimi said, how “to put together a peace process that will be based on Geneva.”  

“We  haven’t  taken  any  sensational  decisions,”  he  added.  After  the  talks  ended,  Mr.  Lavrov  caught  a  flight  to  Moscow,  
presumably to  brief President Vladimir V.  Putin  and  plan  Moscow’s  next moves.  Russia  has  cast its support for  Mr.  Assad  as  a  
principled  stand  against West  ervent  he  region.  But  o  be  tern-led  int  ions  in  t  Russian  officials  now  appear  t  hinking  more  seriously  
about a  t  ion.ransit  

A  lawmaker  with  the  dominant  y,  Unit  old  visit  ish  legislat  hat hough  Russia  wantpart  ed  Russia,  t  ing  Brit  ors  on  Thursday  t  alt  s  
to see the Assad government rule effectively, “time shows that this task is beyond its strength.”  

Russia  is  also  eager  to  protect  its  strategic  interests  in  Syria,  fading  traces  of the  Soviet  Union’s  strong  foothold  in  the  
Middle  East  alks  wit  ion  figures,  officials  have  raised  t  s  modest  y  a  he  port  us,.  In  t  h  opposit  he  issue  of  it  naval  facilit  t  of  Tart  
Russia’s  last  military  base  outside  the  former  Soviet  Union.  It  is  almost  certainly  eager  to  continue  its  defense  cont  s  witract  h  
Damascus  because  t  import  players  in  t  ry  who  have  already  been  ba  t  he  Arabheir  loss  would  hurt  ant  he  defense  indust  ered  by  t  
uprisings.  

Because  Russia  has  few  lines  of  communicat  h  t  he  forefront of  fighting  in  Syria,  asion  wit he  rebel  groups  now  in  t  
discussions  of  a  t  ional  arrangement  hopes  t  he  role  of  t  ic  opposit  has  st  iesransit  begin,  it  o  increase  t  he  domest  ion  groups  it  rong  t  
wit  s  here  said.h,  analyst  

And  on  Monday  came  the  first official  st ement  helping  Russian  cit  a  nearly  impossible  tat  about  izens  leave  Syria  —  ask,  
since  t  housands  of  Russian  women  have  married  int  ered  wit heir  children  t  heens  of  t  o  Syrian  families  and  are  sca  t  h  t  hroughou  t  
country.  

Michael  R.  Gordon  reported  from  Dublin,  and  Ellen  Barry  from  Moscow.  

WiderChaos Feared As  Syria Rebels Clan  sh With Kurds  
By  Tim  Arango  
NewYork Times,  December 7,  2012  
CEYLANPINAR,  Turkey  —  In  plain  view  of  t  rons  at  door  cafe  here  in  t  own,  the  pat  an  out  his  border  t  he  convoy  of  gun  

t  he  flag  of  t  hrough  t  come  t  heirrucks  waving  t  he  Syrian  rebels  whizzed  t  he  Syrian  village  of  Ras  al-Ain.  They  had  not  o  figh  t  
primary  enemy,  t  hey had rushed in to battle the ethnic Kurds.he  soldiers  ofBashar  al-Assad’s government. T  

The  confrontation  spoke  not  o  t  hat  also  t  await  he  governmentonly  t he  violence  t  has  enveloped  Syria,  but  o  what  s  if  t  falls.  
The  fear  —  erializing  in  t  is that Syria’s ethnic groups will take up arms against one another in  a bloody,already  mat  hese  hills  —  
post  est-Assad  cont  for  power.  

The Kurdish  milit  hern  Syria had hoped t  ay out of the civil  war raging in  Syria.  They were focused  on  preparingias  in  nort  o  st  
to  secure  an  autonomous  enclave  for  t  hin  Syria  should  t  oppling  t  .  Buthemselves  wit  he  rebels  succeed  in  t  he  government  slowly,  
inexorably,  they  have  been  dragged  into  t  ing  and  now  have  one  goal  in  mind,  t  onomy,  which  also  means  the  fight  heir  aut  he  
Balkanizat  he  st e.ion  of t  at  

“We  want  to  have  a  Kurdish  nation,”  said  Divly  Fadal  Ali,  18,  who  fled  the  fighting  and  was  recently  staying  in  a  local  
community center here  for Kurdish  refugees.  “We  want our own  schools,  our own  hospitals.  We  want the  government to  admit  
our  existence. We want recognition of ourKurdish identity.”  
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These  skirmishes  bet  ake  on  a  darker  meaning  for  Syria  as  t  o  gainween  Kurds  and  Arabs  t  he  rebels  appear  each  day  t  
moment  he  government  o  rest  rol.  The  rebels  have  t  ary  bases,  laidum  and  t  appears  less  and  less  able  t  ore  cont  aken  over  milit  
siege  t  he  airpor  to  Damascus  and  forced  t  o  close.  

Bu  t  he  most  ive  among  t  remist  h  Al  Qaeda,  ahe  rebels  are  largely  Sunni  Arabs,  and  t  effect  hem  are  ext  s  aligned  wit  
prospec  t  worries  not  he  West  he  Christ  es,  Druze  — and  Kurds  — ofSyria.hat  only  t  ,  bu  t  ians,  Shiit  

The  fighting  in  Ras  al-Ain,  which  came  after  a  fierce  ba  t  ween  rebel  and  government  mont  ratle  bet  forces  last  h,  demonst ed  
t  y  of  a  bloody  civil  war  t  has  already  claimed  more  t  he  sect  les  in  Iraq  aft  hehe  complexit  hat  han  40,000  lives.  Like  t  arian  ba  t  er  t  
American  invasion,  the  recent violence  bet  es  t  her  unraveling  of  a  societween  Arabs  and  Kurds  in  Syria  indicat  he  furt  y  whose  mix  
of sects,  iden  ities and t  ions were held t  her by t  atradit  oget  he yoke of a dict or.  

Analyst  his  combust  could  presage  a  bloody  et  arian  conflic  hat  e  fars  fear  t  ible  environment  hnic  and  sect  t  will  resonat  
beyond  Syria’s  borders,  especially if it  involves  the  Kurds.  There  is  concern  that Iraq’s  Kurds,  who  are  already training  Syrian  
Kurds  t  ,  may  jump  int he  Syria  figh  t  ec  t  hnic  bret  could  also  pull  in  Turkey,  which  fears  t  ano  fight  o  t  o  prot  heir  et  hren.  That  hat  
autonomous  Kurdish  region  in  Syria  would  become  a  haven  for  Kurdish  militant o  carry  out  acks  in  ts  t  cross-border  a  t  he  Kurdish  
areas  in  sout  ern  Turkey.heast  

“T  at  ed  might  he  Kurds  t  ional  securit  ohe  fear that an  Arab-Kurdish  confront ion  has  been  ignit  lead  t  o  ask  for  addit  y  forces  t  
protect their lands,” said Maria Fantappie,  an  o  prepare  a  reportIraq  analyst at the International Crisis Group,  who is helping t  on  
the  Syrian  Kurds.  

She  said  tha  the  Syrian  Kurdish  fight  rained  in  nort  andby  and  could  be  sen  ters  being  t  hern  Iraq  were  on  st  o  Syria,  which  
would  escalat he  sit ion.e  t  uat  

Before  t  he  Kurds  in  Ras  al-Ain  lived  peacefully  wit heir  Arab  neighbors,  t  he  war  hashe  uprising  in  Syria,  t  h  t  hey  say.  Bu  t  
shredded t  as surely as t  ions in  t  ed t  o dream  of an independent  ionhose  bonds  just  he  revolut  he  region  have  prompt  he  Kurds  t  nat  
uniting  the  Kurds  in  Syria,  Iraq,  Turkey  and  Iran,  and  pu  t  amp  on  t  cont  for  power  under  way  in  their  own  st  he  great  est  he  Middle  
East.  

“Our  time  has  come  after  so  much  suffering  and  persecution,”  said  Barham  Salih,  the  former  prime  minister  of  Iraq’s  
regional  Kurdish  government.  “T  Our  right  y  and  cult  allyhe  20th  century  was  cruel  to  the  Kurds.  s,  iden  it  ure  were  brut  
suppressed.”  

Amid  t  here  are  recriminat  he  Kurds  are  cooperat  h  t  ,  ahe  fog  of  war  here,  t  ions.  The  rebels  say  t  ing  wit he  government  
common  percept  ly  because  t  has  wit  oion  among  Arabs  in  Syria.  This  is  part  he  government  hdrawn  from  Kurdish  areas  t  
concentrate  on  fight  ly  because  t  grant  s  like  cit  o  ting  rebel  forces,  and  part  he  Assad  government  ed  new  right  izenship  t he  Kurds  
aft he uprising began  and issued t  ificat  hey had long been  denied.er  t  hem  official  ident  ion  cards,  which  t  

A  t  ime,  a  powerful  Syrian  Kurdish  milit  he  Democrat  y,  or  P.Y.D.,  is  an  offshoot  he  Kurdishhe  same  t  ia,  t  ic  Union  Part  of  t  
militant  group  in  Turkey known  as  the  Kurdistan  Worker’s  Party,  or  P.K.K.,  which  has  fought  an  insurgency  within  Turkey  for  
nearly 30 years. As Turkey has supported the rebels within Syria, the perception  has arisen that Mr.  Assad’s government and the  
P.Y.D.,  which  is  viewed  suspiciously  by  ot  ions,  have  coordinat  o  face  a  common  enemy  in  Turkey.her  Kurdish  fact  ed  t  

The  Kurds  say  t  ers  t  came  t  hey  say  belonged  t  remist Islamist group,he  rebel  fight  hat  o  Ras  al-Ain,  some  of  whom  t  o  an  ext  
burned  and  loot  heir  village,  incit  hat hey  did  not  now  t  out  he  spoils  ofed  t  ing  a  sense  among  Kurds  t  if  t  fight  hey  could  be  left  of  t  
power  and  aut  -Assad  Syria.onomy  in  a  post  

A  rebel  fighter  inside  the  village,  who  gave  his  name  as  Abu  Mohammed,  said  t  some  Kurdish  milit s  were  fighthat  ant  ing  on  
the  side  of the  government,  but that  rebels  had  no  plans  to  he  regime  is  hoping  andpenetrate  deeper into  Kurdish  territory.  “T  
working  hard  to  spark  an  Arab-Kurdish conflict,” he said,  a black radio in  his hand  and  a sniper rifle slung from  his shoulder.  “We  
should save our efforts to fight the Assad forces, not ourKurdish brothers.”  

A  Kurdish  fighter  worried  that he  fight  t  ruggle  t  would  out  tt  ing  was  just he  beginning  of  a  long  st  hat  last he  Assad  
government.  “I  am  sure  that Arabs  and  Kurds  will  fight each  other for years  and  years  after the  Assad  regime  is  finished,”  said  
t  er,  Abu  Zaradashithe  fight  .  

Lying  in  a  hospital  bed  here,  a  rebel  fighter  named  Haqer  Hammed  said  he  was  shot  he  leg  aftin  t  er  being  ambushed  by  a  
group  of Kurdish fighters.  “The  Kurds want their own  small  nation,” he said.  “Arabs don’t mind if they have their own  nation,  but  
since  they  are  working  hand-in-hand with the regime, there will be fighting.”  

Ceylanpinar,  a  town  of  wheat and  pist  le  breeders,  like  it  er  village  across  tachio  farmers  and  ca  t  s  sist  he  border,  has  a  
sizable  Kurdish  population,  and  the  clashes  have  also  height  ensions  here  because  local  Kurds  regard  tened  t  he  Turkish  
government’s support of the Syrian rebels as a threat.  “Of course we are concerned,” said Ismail Arslan, the mayor.  Mr.  Arslan,  a  
Kurd, said,  “T  urkish government for the Arabs, the Free Syrian Army.”here is clear support by the T  
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As  t  ly,  a  rumor  was  spreading  t  own  t  fight  he  border  in  ahe  mayor  spoke  recent  hrough  t  hat  ing  would  resume  across  t  
couple  of hours.  T  call  from  a source  who  told  him  that  a cease-fire  for  funerals  would  soonhe  mayor’s  assistant  received  a  
expire,  and  t  he  fight  art  precisely  3:30  p.m.ha  t  ing  would  st again  at  

Sure  enough,  before  a  clut  ownspeople  who  had  gat  he  cafe  t  ch,  t  rucks  appeared  atch  of curious  t  hered  a  t  o wat  he  gun  t  
t  ed  hour  and  t  resumed.  Under  dimming  skies,  t  he  borderhe  appoint  he  fight  he  playful  shrieks  of  schoolchildren  on  one  side  of  t  
competed  to  be  heard  above  t  he  othe din  of explosions and gunfire on  t  her.  

Sebnem  Arsu  cont  ed  reportribut  ing from  Ceylanpinar,  and  an employee of The New York Times from Ras al-Ain,  Syria.  

Turkey Missile Dea  d,  With Limitsl Moves  Ahea  
By  Stephen  Fidler  
Wall St  Journal, December 7,  2012reet  
Full-t  st  he  Wall  St  Journal  are  available  t  he  link.ext ories  from  t  reet  o  Journal  subscribers  by  clicking  t  

Russia Joins US,  U.N.  Envoys In  Vow To Seek "Creative"  Solution  On  Syria  

on  Post  
By  Anne  Gearan  
Washingt  , December 7,  2012  
DUBLIN  —  e  discussion  Thursday  wit  ary  of  St e  Hillary  RodhamRussia’s  top  diplomat  held  a  hurried  privat  h  Secret  at  

Clint  he  U.N.  envoy  for  Syria  abou  t  h-old civil war in the country that is Russia’s closest Middle East ally.on  and  t  he  20-mont  
The  meet  hat  for  Syrian  President Bashar  al-Assad,  purely  as  a  practicaling  is  a  sign  t  Russia  may  be  reconsidering  support  

response  to  his  weakening  military  posit  il  now,  Russia  has  reject  her  calls  tion.  Unt  ed  U.S.  and  ot  o  abandon  Assad  and  has  
appeared  t hink  t  he  can  defea  t  int .o  t  hat  he  rebels  and  keep  his  government act  

Russia  has been  the chief international defender of Assad’s regime,  a military and  trade partner,  and the main  obstacle to  
tougher U.N. action to pressure him to end the war and step aside. No decisions emerged from Thursday’s three-way  discussion,  
but a  St e  Depart  official  said  t  alks  had  been  const  ive.  Lakhdar  Brahimi,  t  o  Syria,  saidat  ment  he  t  ruct  he  U.N.-Arab  League  envoy  t  
the group was seeking a “creative” solution to the Syria crisis.  

The  meeting  came  amid  fresh  concerns  that  e  Assad  might  o  using  chemical  weapons  agains  ta  desperat  resor  t  he  rebels  
or civilians. Clinton would not directly address reports that Assad’s army has prepared deadly sarin gas for delivery by missile.  

“Events  on  the  ground in  Syria  are  accelerating,  and  we  see  that in  many different ways,” she  said  ahead  of the meeting.  
“The pressure against the regime in and around Damascus seems to be increasing.  We’ve made it clear what our position  is with  
respect to chemical weapons.” President Obama has warned the Syrian  government t  he  use  of  such  munitha  t  ions  would  cross  
a “red line” and trigger U.S. intervention.  

Defense  Secret  a  also  was  asked  whet  he  t  appears  imminent  a  did  not  newary  Leon  E.  Pane  t  her  t  hreat  .  Pane  t  say  what  
intelligence  information  he  has  about Assad’s  intentions,  but he  said  at  on  t  it  oa  news  conference  in  Washingt  hat is  enough  t  
raise  U.S.  fears.  

“I  think there  is  no  question  that we  remain  very concerned,  very concerned  that as  the opposition  advances,  in  particular  
very  well consider the  of chemical  weapons,”  Panetta  said.  “Ton  Damascus,  tha  the  regime  might  use  he  intelligence  that we  

have causes serious concerns that this is being considered.”  
Other U.S. officials said this week that intelligence agencies have detected that Assad’s government has been preparing  its  

chemical  weapons stockpiles for possible use.  About 40,000 people have died  in  the  uprising.  
On  Wednesday,  Clinton  called  Assad’s  fall  “inevitable,”  but  Russian  officials  have  long  believed  that  he  can  defeat  the  

rebels.  
“We have been trying hard  t  h Russia t  op t  art  ical t  ion  t  -o work wit  o st  he bloodshed in  Syria and  st a polit  ransit  owards a  post  

Assad Syrian future,” Clinton said at a news conference before the meeting.  
The  session  among  Clint  er  Sergei  Lavrov  and  Brahimi  cameon,  Russian  Foreign  Minist  at the  U.N.  envoy’s invitation.  He  

and  other  would-be  peacemakers  say  that  ing  solut  bet  he  Unit  ata  last  ion  would  require  agreement  ween  t  ed  St es  and  Russia.  
The  United  Stat  he  largest  ernat  erventes  is  t  player  in  deciding  any  int  ional  response  or  int  ion  in  Syria,  and  Russia  is  Syria’s  
patron.  

After  the  40-minut  hat  aken  bu  t  he  t  ies  had  agreed  te  session,  Brahimi  said  t  no  major  decisions  were  t  ha  t  hree  part  o  work  
t  her.oget  

“We have agreed that the situation  is bad,  and  we  oget  o  see  how  we  canhave agreed that we must continue to  work  t  her  t  
find creative ways of bringing this problem under control.”  
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The State Department official,  who insisted on anonymity,  said in a written statement that the meeting had focused “on  how  
to  support a  polit  ransitical  t  ion  in  practical  terms’’  and  that American  and  Russian  officials  would  meet again  with Brahimi  within  
days “to discuss the specifics of taking this work forward.’’  

The  U.S.-Russian  discussion  took  place  on  the  sidelines  of  an  unrelat  ing  of  t  elect  oring  Organizated  meet  he  - ion-monit  ion  
for  Securit  ion  in  Europe.y  and  Cooperat  

It came  ahead  of  a  gat  he  West  week,  at  he  Unithering  of  t  ern-backed  Friends  of  Syria  group  in  Morocco  next  which  t  ed  
States  is  expect  o  recognize  a  reorganized  Syrian  polit  ion  as  t  imat  o  ted  t  ical  opposit  he  legit  e  successor  t he  Assad  regime.  

Russia  is  highly  unlikely  to  back  any  military  act  he  Syrian  government  ary  action  agains  t  ,  and  U.S.  officials  say  milit  ion  is  
no  t  was  also  not  hat  ends  t  hdraw  it  for  Assad,  but Lavrov’s  willingness to  attend  theheir  goal.  It  clear  t  Russia  int  o  wit  s  support  
meet  ed  t  he  Kremlin  is  exploring  it  ions.ing  indicat  ha  t  s  opt  

Brahimi  t  he  envoy  role  from  Kofi  Annan,  whose  plan  for  a  cease-fire  and  peace  t  earlierook  over  t  alks  for  Syria  fell  apart  
this  year.  

Brahimi  has  called  for  a  U.N.  Security  Council  resolution  based  on  a  deal  t  world  powers  reached  in  Geneva  in  June  that  o  
set up  a  t  ional  Syrian  government  o  end  t  .  That  did  not  role,  if  any,  Assad  wouldransit  in  a  bid  t  he  conflict  document  specify  what  
play  in  such  a  t  ional  administ ion.ransit  rat  

U.S.  officials  say  t  a  st  e  would  put  her  pressure  on  Assad  t  ep  down  and  t  Russianhat  ronger  U.N.  mandat  furt  o  st  hat  
agreement over  such  an  effort  he  Syrian  president  h  no  meaningful  int  ional  support  hdrawal  ofwould  leave  t  wit  ernat  .  Any  wit  
Russian  backing  for  Assad  could  help  convince  him  that he  cannot  o  power  any  longer,  thold  on  t  he  officials  say.  

Russian  int  ion  is  likely  only  if  President  mir  Put  ha  t  will  be  defeat  inervent  Vladi- in  concludes  t  he  Syrian  government  ed.  Put  
want  ees  t  Russia  will  keep  it  ial  t  ies  even  in  a  post  s  say  t  ones  guarant  hat  s  naval  base  and  preferent  rade  t  -Assad  Syria;  expert  hat  
way ofmaintaining that influence could be forMoscow to join international efforts to push and plan for Assad’s departure.  

Syria’s  deputy  foreign  minister  said  Thursday  that  Western  powers  were  whipping  up  fears  about  the  use  of  chemical  
weapons in Syria’s civil war as a “pretext for intervention.”  

Meanwhile,  Obama  administration  officials  say  t  inuing  t  hose  close  t  o  defecthey  are  cont  o  encourage  t  o  Assad  t  .  

Morsi Defends Wide Authority As Turmoil Rises  In  Egypt  
By  David  D.  Kirkpatrick  
NewYork Times,  December 7,  2012  
CAIRO  — Egypt  o  polit  urmoil  on  Thursday  as  t  led  presidentdescended  deeper  int  ical  t  he  emba  t  ,  Mohamed  Morsi,  blamed  

an  outbreak of violence on  a “fifth  column” and  vowed to proceed  with  a referendum  on  an  Islamist-backed  cons  it ion  t  hasut  hat  
prompt  reet  les  bet  ers  and  t  s.ed  deadly  st  ba  t  ween  his  support  heir  opponent  

As  t  anks  and  armored  vehicles  of  t  e  president  he  palace,  Mr.  Morsi  gave  a  nat  elevisedhe  t  he  elit  ial  guard  ringed  t  ionally  t  
address  offering  only  a  hint of  compromise,  while  st  utanding  firmly  by  his  plan  for  a  Dec.  15  cons it ional  referendum.  His  
opponent  ed,  even  mocked,  his  speech  and  called  for  new  prot s  on  Friday.s  quickly  reject  est  

Many  said  the  speech  had  echoes  of his  predecessor,  Hosni  Mubarak,  who  always  saw  “hidden  hands”  behind  public  
unrest.  Mr.  Morsi  said that corrupt beneficiaries of Mr.  Mubarak’s autocracy had been  “hiring  thugs and giving  out firearms,  and  
the time has come for them to be punished and penalized by the law.” He added,  “It is my duty to defend the homeland.”  

Mr.  Morsi,  a  former  leader  of  the  Muslim  Brotherhood,  spoke  a  day  aft  he  growing  ant  ween  his  supporter  t  agonism  bet  ers  
and  t  ion  had  spilled  out o  t  out  ween  polit  ions  here  since  Gamal  Abdelhe  secular  opposit  int he  worst  break  of  violence  bet  ical  fact  
Nasser’s coup six decades ago. By the time the fighting ended, six people were dead and hundreds were wounded.  

The  violence  also  led  to  resignations  t  rocked  t  ,  as  advisers,  part  he  head  of  that  he  government  y  members  and  t  he  
commission  overseeing  the  planned  vote  on  a  new  cons  it ion  st  ing  tut  epped  down,  cit  he  bloodshed.  

Mr.  Morsi  also  received  a  phone  call  from  President  Obama,  who  expressed  his  “deep  concern”  about  the  deaths  and  
injuries  overnight he  Whit  at  .,  t  e  House  said  in  a  st ement  

“T  hat  ical  leaders  in  Egypt  o  t  ers  t  violence  ishe  president  emphasized  t  all  polit  should  make  clear  t heir  support  hat  
unacceptable,” the statement said,  chastising both Mr.  Morsi and the opposition  leaders for failing to urge their supporters to  pull  
back  during  t  .he  fight  

Prospects of a political  solut  y,  as bot  ively refused tion  also  seemed  a  casualt  h  sides  effect  o  back  down  on  core  demands.  
The  opposit  o  negot e  unt  hdrew  a  decree  t  put  s  beyond  judicialion  leadership  refused  t  iat  il  Mr.  Morsi  wit  hat  his  judgment  

review  until  the  referendum  —  o  do.  And  it  ha  twhich  he  refused  t  demanded  t  he  referendum  be  canceled,  which  he  also  refused.  
The  hostilities  have  t  ened  t  he  legit  he  cons  it ional  referendum  wit  polithreat  o  undermine  t  imacy  of  t  ut  h  concerns  about  ical  

coercion.  The  feasibilit  he  vot  ain  amid  a  t  herhood  offices  around  t  ry  andy  of  holding  t  e  also  appears  uncert  acks  on  Brot  he  count  
open  st  fight  he shadow of t  ial palace.reet  ing  in  t  he  president  
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Though  Mr.  Morsi  spoke  of  opening  a  door  for  dialogue  and  compromise,  leaders  of  t  ical  opposit  hehe  polit  ion  and  t  
thousands  of  protest  orial  saber  ra  ters  surrounding  his  palace  dismissed  his  conspirat  ling  as  an  echo  of  Mr.  Mubarak.  And  his  
tone,  after  a  night  ional  t  o  widen  t  ween  his  Islamist  ers  and  tmany here view as a nat  ragedy,  seemed  only t  he gulf bet  support  heir  
secular  opponents  over  his  efforts  t  hrough  t  -backed  chart  he  objecto  push  t  he  referendum  on  an  Islamist  er  approved  over  t  ions  of  
other  factions  and  t  ic  Christhe  Copt  ian  church.  

Out  he  palace,  demonst ors  huddled  around  car  radios  listen  to  toside  t  rat  to  Mr.  Morsi’s  words  and  mocked his  attempts  
blame  out  rat  he  violence,  which  began  when  t  support  ed  an  opposit  -in.side infilt ors for t  housands of his Islamist  ers roust  ion  sit  

“So we are the ones who attacked him, the ones who attacked the sit-in?” one protester asked sarcastically.  “So we are the  
ones with the swords and weapons and money?” asked another.  

Some  left for  t  ers  of  t  herhood,  where  a  mob  had  broken  in,  loothe  headquart  he  Muslim  Brot  ed  offices,  and  made  a  bonfire  
out of t  —  il  riot  hem  away  wit ear  gas.he  belongings of the group’s spiritual leader  unt  police  officers  chased  t  h  t  

“I  never  thought  I  would  say  this,  but  even  Mubarak  was  more  savvy  when  he  spoke  in  a  time  of  crisis,”  said  Hossam  
Bahgat  ive  direct  he  Egypt  iat  s., execut  or of t  ian  Init ive for Personal Right  

The  direct  at  ing  resigned  Thursday,  as  did  Rafik  Habib,  a  Christ  he  vice  president  heor  of  st e  broadcast  ian  who  was  t  of  t  
Muslim  Brotherhood’s Freedom  and Justice Party and the party’s favorite example of its commitment to tolerance  and  pluralism.  
Their  departures  followed  an  announcement Wednesday  by  Zaghoul  el-Balshi,  t  ary  of  the  new  general  secret  he  commission  
overseeing  the planned  constitutional  referendum,  that he was quitting.  “I  will  not participate in  a  ianreferendum  that spills  Egypt  
blood,” Mr.  Balshi said.  

Mr.  Morsi’s speech,  previously set for 6 p.m.  here  and delayed for several hours,  was his first attempt to address both  the  
night of  deadly  violence  and  t  off  by  his  Nov.  22  decree  pu  t  s  above  the  underlying  crisis  set  ing  his  own  edict  he  review  of  any  
court unt he  rat  ion  of  a  new  cons  it ion.  He  had  said  he  needed  t  o  prot  he  cons  it ional  assembly  andil  t  ificat  ut  hose  powers  t  ec  t  ut  
planned  referendum.  He  has  also  said  he  wanted  to  head  off  int  errevoluterference  by  a  count  ionary  conspiracy  of  corrupt  
businessmen  and  foreign  enemies,  cynical  opposition  leaders  willing  to  derail  democracy  rat  han  let  s  win  electher  t  Islamist  ions,  
and  t  ed  judges  who  had  already  dissolved  an  earlier  assembly  and  t  ically  elect  .he  Mubarak-appoint  he  democrat  ed  Parliament  

Each  side of t  ical ba t  ha  it faces an  imminent coup.  Secular groups believe Mr.  Morsi is forcinghe  polit  le  is  now  convinced  t  
through  a  cons  itut  hat  imat  groups  and  religious  leaders  t  he  demands  tion  t  will  ult  ely  allow  Islamist  o  wield  new  power.  And  t  o  
st  he  referendum  have  convinced  Islamist ha  t  s  seek  t  he  new  democracy.op  t  s  t  heir  secular  opponent  o  abor  t  

Advisers  t  for  days  t  o  reach  ou  t  ics  and  resolve  t  ension.  Ino  Mr.  Morsi  say  he  has  sought  o  find  a  way  t  o  his  crit  he  building  t  
his  speech,  he  offered  to  withdraw  an  art  decree  whose  Orwellian  language  giving  him  ill-defined  powers  ticle  of  his  recent  o  
protec  t  ion  had  unnerved  his  opponent  ed  opposit  h  leaders  t  ing  at hishe  revolut  s.  He  invit  ion  and  yout  o  join  him  for  a  meet  
palace  at 12:30 p.m.  on  Sat  o t o hammer out  ing  cert  s of t  charturday  t ry  t  some  compromise,  suggest  ain  element  he  draft  er  might  
be  revised.  And  he  declared  t  even  if  t  ut  he  referendum  onhat  he  cons  it ion  failed  he  would  relinquish  his  emergency  powers  a  t  
Dec.  15.  

But opposition  leaders dismissed his offers as  heir main  objection  moreall but meaningless.  T  to Mr.  Morsi’s decree  is the  
essent  icle  removing  t  hat  ake  place  on  t  dayial  art  he  judicial  check  on  his  power.  They  said  t  his  proposed  dialogue  would  t  he  first  
of  overseas  vot  he  new  cons  it ion,  giving  t  ing  li  t  he  t  or  t  he  t  ofing  on  t  ut  he  meet  le  chance  of  changing  t  ext  he  schedule.  And  t  ext  
the draft cons it ion,  if approved  as expectut  ed,  would  already  end  his  emergency  powers.  

Mohamed  ElBaradei,  the  former  diplomat  now  acting  as  coordinator of the  secular opposition,  said  Mr.  Morsi’s  refusal  to  
postpone the referendum until there was consensus on a new constitution  had  “closed the door to any dialogue.” He argued that  
the Morsi government’s failure to stop the previous night’s bloodshed had “made the authority lose its legitimacy.”  

Nadine  Sherif of the  Cairo  Institute  for Human  Rights Studies said  in  a statement:  “President Morsi had  a choice  to  either  
bring  t  ry  t  her  or  t  apart  seems  clear that he has made his decision and civil war seems looming.”he  count oget  ear  it  .  Today  it  

In  its  own  statement  on  the  night’s  clashes,  the  Muslim  Brotherhood  said  its  members  had  demonstrated  peacefully but  
had come under attack by “crowds of thugs, armed with all kinds of firearms, knives,  Molot  ails,  tov  cockt  ear  gas,  rocks,  as  well  as  
a sniper in the area.”  

The  group  named  five  of  it  said  had  been  killed  in  t  ing.  The  healt  ry  pu  t  ot  hs  own  members  who  it  he  fight  h  minist  he  t al  deat  
t  six,  suggest  hat  o  t  herhood’s calculations it sustained farmore casualties than its opponents.oll  at  ing  t  according  t he  Brot  

“The zenith of the conspiracy was the attempt to storm the presidential palace and occupy it,  bringing down the system and  
its legitimacy,” the group said,  an attack thwarted only by the sacrifice of the five Brotherhood members “who gave their lives and  
their blood to protect the revolution and the popular will.”  

Two employees ofThe NewYork Times cont  ed  reportribut  ing.  

Egypt's President Offers Nothing To Defuse Crisis  
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By  Maggie  Michael  And  Aya  Bat  ed  Pressrawy,  Associat  
Associated  Press,  December 7,  2012  
CAIRO  (AP)  — An  angry  Mohammed  Morsi  refused  Thursday  t  ed  cons  it ion  t  haso  call  off  a  referendum  on  a  disput  ut  hat  

sparked Egypt’s worst political  crisis in  two years,  drawing  chants of “topple the regime!” from  protesters who waved their shoes  
in  cont  .empt  

The  Egyptian  president’s  uncompromising  stand  came  a  ers  and  opponentnight  after  thousands  of  his  support  s  fought  
pitched  ba  tles  out  leastside  his  Cairo  palace,  leaving  at  six  dead  and  700  injured.  

Speaking in  a nationally televised  address,  Morsi  accused  some in  the opposition  of serving  remnants of Hosni Mubarak’s  
aut  arian  regime and vowed he would never tolerate anyone working for the overthrow of his “legitimate” government.horit  

T —  he  samehat  brought  shouts  of “the  people  want to  topple  the  regime!”  from  the  crowd  of 30,000  Morsi  opponents  t  
chant used  in  t  est hat  down  Mubarak.he  prot s  t  brought  

Morsi also invited the opposition  to a “comprehensive and productive” dialogue starting Saturday at his presidential palace,  
but gave  no  sign  t  he  mighthat  offer  any  meaningful  concessions.  

The  opposition  has  already  refused  to  engage  Morsi  unless  he  first  rictrescinds  decrees  giving  him  nearly  unrest ed  powers  
and  shelves  t  cons  it ion  hurriedly  adopt  allies  in  a  marat  week.he  draft  ut  ed  by  his  Islamist  hon  session  last  

Morsi  said  the  referendum  on  the  disput  er  would  go  ahead  as  scheduled  on  Dec.  15.  He  also  refused  ted  chart  o  rescind  
the  Nov.  22  decrees.  

Reading  from  prepared  notes,  Morsi  frequently  broke  off  t  ie  in  mourning  for  to  improvise.  He  wore  a  black  t  he  six  people  
killed in Wednesday’s clashes.  

From  Washingt  Barack  Obama  called  Morsi  to  express  “deep  concern”  about  the  deaths  and  injuries  ofon,  President  
prot ers  in  Egypt  o  a  Whit  at  .est  ,  according  t  e  House  st ement  

The  st ement  said  t  Obama  t  hat  her  polit  must make  clear  toat  Thursday  night  hat  old  Morsi  t  he  and  ot  ical  leaders  in  Egypt  
their supporters that violence  is unacceptable.  Obama  welcomed Morsi’s call for a  dialogue with  opposition  leaders in  Egypt but  
stressed  that  hout  ions.  The  Unit  at  ion  leaders  tsuch  a  dialogue  should  occur  wit  precondit  ed  St es  also  has  urged  opposit  o  join  in  
t  hout  ions.alks  wit  precondit  

Earlier  T  to  protest  his  handling  of the  ohursday,  Morsi’s  troubles  grew  when  another  of his  advisers  quit  crisis,  raising  t  
seven  t  hose  in  his  17-person  inner  circle  who  have  abandoned  him.  The  only  Christhe  number  of  t  ian  in  a  group  of  four  
president  ant  .ial  assist s  has  also  quit  

Violence  persist  o  t  ,  h  group  of  prot ers  a  t  he  Cairo  headquarters  of  Morsi’s  Muslimed  int he  night wit a  est  acking  t  
Brotherhood,  ransacking  the  ground  floor.  Another group  of protesters  attacked  the  Brotherhood’s offices  in  the  Cairo  district of  
Maadi.  Outside  the  president’s  house  in  his  hometown  of Zagazig,  50  miles  north  of Cairo,  police  fired  t  o  disperseear  gas  t  
hundreds of prot ers,  securitest  y  officials  said.  

During  his  speech,  Morsi  repeat  ions  t  a  conspiracy  agains  t  at  o  assumeed  earlier  assert  hat  he  st e  was  behind  his  move  t  
near  unrestricted  powers,  but  reveal  any  det  he  plothe did  not  ails of t  .  

“It is my duty ...  to  protect institutions  of the nation,”  he  said.  “I  will  always fulfill  this  role,  no matter how much pressure  or  
what the situation.”  

Opposit  est  heir  shoes  in  cont  .ion  prot ers  jeered  and  raised  t  empt  
“We  have  two  simple  demands:  Cancel  t  he  draft  ut  her  t  hat  gohe  decrees  and  change  t  cons  it ion.  Ot  han  t  he  can  just  

away,” shouted one protester,  Osama El-Sayyed.  
“I have no hope in this man” shouted another as thousands chanted “Erhal! Erhal!” — “Leave! Leave!” in Arabic.  
Later,  a  photograph  of  Morsi  giving  his  speech  was  circulat  working  sited  on  social  net  es  alongside  one  of  Mubarak  

addressing  the  nation  during  t  ha  t  h  wore  black  the  18-day  uprising  t  oppled  his  29-year  rule  in  February  2011 .  Bot  ies  and  dark  
suits.  

The  opposition  issued  a  statement rejecting  Morsi’s  offer  of a  dialogue,  and  spokesman  Hussein  Abdel-Ghani  dismissed  
Morsi’s address.  

“Tonight,  he proved that he is not a president for all Egyptians,  but merely the representative of the Muslim  Brotherhood in  
t  at elevision.he  presidency,” Abdel-Ghani  said  on  st e  t  

Earlier  Thursday,  the  Egyptian  army  and  elit  he  president  h  te  Republican  Guard  sealed  off  t  ial  palace  wit anks  and  barbed  
wire,  following  the  worst night  he  tof violence of t  wo-week crisis.  

Responding  t  o  “protect”  the  presidential  palace,  thousands  of  Brotherhood  members  and  other  Islamistso  a  call  t  
descended  on  t  ing  and  chasing  away  some  300  opposit  est  aging  ahe  area  Wednesday,  beat  ion  prot ers  who  had  been  st  
peaceful  sit-in  there.  Hours  of  st  ba  treet  les  followed.  
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“We  raise  Egypt’s flag  but they raise  the  Brotherhood  flag.  This is  the  difference,”  Cairo  protester Magdi Farag  said  as he  
held  t  ri-colored national flag stained with blood from his friend’s injury in the clashes.he  t  
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Egypt’s Agony  
NewYork Times,  December 7,  2012  
The revolut  is in  danger of being lost  s.  The t  oion  in  Egypt  in  a  spasm  of  violence,  power  grabs  and  bad  judgment  op  aides  t  

President Mohamed  Morsi  of  Egypt  on  t  o  promot heir  count  ic  model  for  twere  in  Washingt  his  week  t  e  t  ry  as  a  new  democrat  he  
Arab  world.  But it was Mr. Morsi’s dictatorial edict placing himself above the law last month that ignited this crisis.  

By Thursday,  street fighting between  Mr.  Morsi’s Islamist supporters and their secular opponents left at least six dead  and  
450  wounded,  tanks  blocked Cairo’s streets and the special presidential guard took up positions around his palace.  Nine officials  
have resigned from  t  rat  est  he bloodshed  and his handling  of t  urmoil.he  Morsi  administ ion  in  prot  over  t  he  t  

On  Thursday  night  her  deepened  t  est  he  opposit  h,  Mr.  Morsi  furt  he  crisis  by  accusing  some  prot ers  for  t  ion  of  siding  wit  
remnant  he  old  Mubarak  regime.  He  again  refused  t  he  decree  giving  him  near  absolut  ed  on  as  of  t  o  rescind  t  e  powers  and  insist  
going  forward  wit  ed  draft  ut  he  object  he  secular  opposit  heh a referendum  on  Dec.  15 on  a disput  cons it ion  over t  ions of t  ion  and t  
Copt  ian  Church.ic  Christ  

There  is  li  tle  doub  that  he  opposit  t  ore  t  ocratsome  of  t  ion,  which  has  been  divided  and  feckless,  wan  o  rest  he  old  aut  ic  
order.  Those  element  o  exploi  t  h  violence  and  fear  of  t  herhood,  which  Mr.  Morsis  have  been  quick  t  ensions  wit  he  Muslim  Brot  
once  helped  lead  and  whose  Freedom  and  Justice  Party  dominat  he  government  ot  he  opposites  t  .  But her  members  of  t  ion  want  
t  ic societ  he voice of all t  ed.o  build  a  pluralist  y  where  freedoms  and  t  he  people  are  respect  

The  draft cons  it ion  would  fulfill  ral  demands  of  t  ion  by  ending  tut  some  cent  he  revolut  he  all-powerful  presidency,  
strengthening  Parliament  ort  ent  hou  rial.  Demands  by  ult  ive  Salafis  for  puritand  banning  t ure  and  det ion  wit  t  raconservat  anical  
moral  codes  were  rejected.  

But it would give Egypt’s generals much  of the power and privilege they had during the Mubarak era.  According to Human  
Rights  Watch,  constitutional  articles that give  the  state  power to  protect “the  true  nature  of the  Egyptian  family” and  “ethics and  
morals  and public  order”  could be  interpreted  to  limit fundamental  rights.  T  on  women’s  rights,  omitting  anyhe  charter is  weak  
reference  t  ion  based  on  sex  but  ing  t  at  role  in  balancing  “a  woman’s obligations toward theo  banning  discriminat  permi  t  he  st e  a  
family and public work” —  should  have  no  righ  t  erfere.an  area  where  it  o  int  

While one article protects freedom ofexpression, others ban insulting prophets and “the individual person” and maymake it  
hard  t  hat  he  prosecut  crit  he  human  right  her  art  so  reform  laws  t  have  allowed  t  ion  of  government  ics,  t  s  group  said.  Anot  icle  limit  
t  o  pract  o  Muslims,  Christ  hus  discriminat  Shiit  hers.he  righ  t  ice  religion  t  ians  and  Jews,  t  ing  against  es,  Bahias  and  ot  

There  were  also  very  troubling  problems  with  t  s  creat  ic  Christhe  process  of  it  ion.  Secular  and  Copt  ian  members  walked  out  
of  t  hat  e  t  ut  ha  t  acked  wit  s.  Aft  hat he  assembly  quicklyhe  assembly  t  wrot he  cons  it ion,  charging  t  he  group  was  st  h  Islamist  er  t ,  t  
approved  t  ut  he  referendum  dat  hs.  He  said  he  had  t  far-reachinghe  cons  it ion  and  Mr.  Morsi  sped  up  t  e  by  several  mont  o  assert  
powers  and  pre-empt a  Mubarak-appoint  from  dissolving  t  hwart  he  democrat ransited  court  he  assembly  and  t  ing  t  ic  t  ion.  

Many  Egyptians  are  deeply  skeptical  of  t  herhood  and  it  he  counthe  Muslim  Brot  s  vision  for  t  ry.  Mr.  Morsi  should  have  
worked  much  harder  to  bring  opposition  figures  int  ,  ensure  t  ut  ato  his  government  he  Cons  it ional  Assembly  was  fully  represent ive  
and  tha  there  was  broad  consensus  for  t  ut  he  referendum  was  sethe  cons  it ion  before  t  .  

A  this  point,  t  he  referendum  and  rescinds  his  decree.  Neithe  only  way  forward  for  dialogue  is  if  Mr.  Morsi  delays  t  her  he  
nor  his  opponents  can  afford  to  le  t  ing  confront ion  conthis  dangerous  and  self-defeat  at  inue.  

Oba  Tells Morsi Violence In  Egypt "Una  ble"ma  ccepta  
Associated  Press,  December 7,  2012  
WASHINGTON  (AP)  — The  Whit  Barack  Obama  has  called  Egypt  Mohammed  Morsie  House  says  President  ian  President  

to express “deep concern” about the deaths and injuries of protesters in Egypt.  
A  Whit  at  says  t  old  Morsi  t  he  and  ot  ical  leaders  in  Egypt  make  clear  t heire  House  st ement  he  presiden  t  hat  her  polit  must  o  t  

support  hat  able.ers  t  violence  is  unaccept  
T  hursday night said  that Obama  welcomed Morsi’s  call for a  dialogue  with  opposition  leaders  in  Egypt buthe  statement T  

stressed  that  hout  ions.  The  Unit  at  ion  leaders  tsuch  a  dialogue  should  occur  wit  precondit  ed  St es  also  has  urged  opposit  o  join  in  
t  hout  ions.alks  wit  precondit  

Obama’s  call  to  the  Egyptian  president  came  after  thousands  of Morsi  supporters  and  opponents  fought  pitched  battles  
out  hat  at  six  dead  and  nearly  700  injured.side  his  Cairo  palace  t  left least  
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Egypt Lea  lm  Oppositionder Tries  To Ca  
By  Ma  t Bradley  
Wall St  Journal, December 7,  2012reet  
Full-t  st  he  Wall  St  Journal  are  available  t  he  link.ext ories  from  t  reet  o  Journal  subscribers  by  clicking  t  

Lure Of Illega  n  res  S.C.  Businessmanl Profits From  Ira Ensna  
By  By  Michael  Doyle,  Mcclatchy  Newspapers  
McClatchy,  December 7,  2012  
The  shadowy  world  of illicit  trade  with  Iran  could  come  into  sharper  focus  with  a  North  Charleston,  S.C.,  businessman’s  

guilty  plea  to  charges  surrounding  illegal  export o  t  ern  counts  t he  Middle  East  ry.  
Businessman  Markos  Baghdasarian’s  guilty  plea  could  send  him  t  o  five  years,  according  to  federal  prison  for  up  t  o  his  

a  t  art alking,  Baghdasarian  also  could  help  invest  ors  find  out  how  U.S.  goods  are  findingorney.  If  he  st s  t  igat  even  more  about  
t  o  a  count  ions.heir  way  int  ry  whose  economy  has  been  crippled  by  sanct  

“He  accepts responsibility,” Baghdasarian’s attorney,  Bart Daniel,  said in  a  hursday,  adding  that nowtelephone interview T  
“he’s got the opportunity to assist the government.”  

Daniel,  a  former  federal  prosecutor,  said  it’s  not  yet  known  whether  Baghdasarian  will  begin  cooperat  h  Justing  wit  ice  
Department officials beyond tendering his guilty plea.  A defendant’s cooperation  can be taken  into account for sentencing,  which  
in Baghdasarian’s case could take place around March.  

Baghdasarian  pleaded  guilty  on  Tuesday  to  charges  of  conspiracy  t  e  t  ernato  violat he  Int  ional  Emergency  Economic  
Powers  Act,  as  well  as  violating  t  at  s.  Manager  of  a  Russian-owned  and  Northe  same  law,  and  making  false  st ement  h  
Charleston,  S.C.,-based  company  called  Delfin  Group  USA,  Baghdasarian  admi  ted  t  ing  aviato  export  ion  engine  oils  and  polymer  
to  Iranian  customers.  As  part  he  scheme,  he  filed  document  ha  t  s  were  bound  for  custof  t  s  falsely  claiming  t  he  product  omers  in  
t  ed  Arab  Emirathe  Unit  es.  

Wit  he  second  day  of  t  he  49-year-old  Baghdasarian  becomes  t  est  o  beh  his  plea,  coming  on  t  rial,  t  he  lat  wheeler-dealer  t  
caught doing  illegal  business  with  Iran.  

In  September,  Iranian  national  Saeed  Talebi  pleaded  guilt  o  helping  ship  indust  hrough  Dubai  ty  in  New  York  t  rial  supplies  t  o  
Iranian  petrochemical  companies.  In  July,  Andro  Telemi  of  Sun  Valley,  Calif.,  pleaded  guilty  t rying  t  s  to  t  o  ship  TOW  missile  part o  
Iran  via  Dubai.  That same  mont  y  t  o  export  ers  th  in  Tampa,  Fla.,  Mohammad  Reza  Hajian  pleaded  guilt o  conspiring  t  comput  o  
Iran.  

Ot  ions-evading  schemes  prosecut  he  Just  ment  he  pas  t  sher  sanct  ed  by  t  ice  Depart  over  t  wo  years  have  covered  product  
including  specialized  metals,  aircraft component  rifuges  and  fight  engines,  according  t  ments,  cent  er  jet  o  a  depart  summary.  

Underscoring  the  high  visibility  of  t  est  he  plea  agreement  ly  announced  by  U.S.  A  the  lat  Iranian  case,  t  was  joint  orney  for  
South  Carolina  William  N.  Nettles,  along  with  the  Justice  Department’s  assistant  attorney general  for national  security and  two  
t  oms  officials.  A  Washingtop  cust  on,  D.C.,-based  attorney  from  the  Justice  Department’s  National  Security  Division,  Elizabeth  
Cannon,  served  as  co-counsel.  

“T  case  is that we wanted  to make a statement about deterrence,” Assistant U.S. A t  hhe  significance of this  orney  for  Sout  
Carolina  Alst  elephone  inton  Badger  said  in  a  t  erview  Thursday.  

Iran, Daniel said, is “still a pariah country.”  
The  United  Stat  ions  on  Iran  since  milit s  seized  52  U.S.  hostes  has  imposed  a  succession  of  economic  sanct  ant  ages  in  

1979  and  held  t  ended  t  eer  Iran  away  from  support  ernat  errorism,  t  ions  nowhem  for  444  days.  Once  int  o  st  for  int  ional  t  he  sanct  
are  being  used  to  pressure  the  count  entry  away  from  a  pot ial  nuclear  weapons  program.  

“T  take  a dramatic toll  on  Iran’s  economy,”  the  isan  Congressionalhe  accumulation  of…sanctions  is  beginning  to  non-part  
Research Service noted in October, while adding that “sanctions against Iran have not, to date, clearly reduced Iran’s influence  in  
the  Middle  East or  it  rat  ies  in  ts  st egic  capabilit  he  Persian Gulf region.”  

Prosecut  hat  izen,  as  early  as  June  2010  undert  he  scheme  t  includedors  say  t  Baghdasarian,  who  is  a  U.S.  cit  ook  t  hat  
registering  “paper”  companies  in  the  United  Arab Emirates.  He  also  produced  fictitious  labels  for Delfin  Group USA products  in  
order to obscure the company’s identity from export enforcement officials.  

Invest  ors  subsequent  ha  t  ious  Delfin  labels  included  a  spurious  Sant  oll-igat  ly  learned  t  he  fic  it  a  Cruz,  Calif.,  address  and  a  t  
free number “associated with the intimate apparel  company Victoria’s Secret,” according to the indictment. The indictment further  

192  

Document  ID:  0.7.6033.10295-000004  

http://online.wsj.com/article/SB10001424127887324640104578162911114076932.html?mod=ITP_pageone_2
http://www.mcclatchydc.com/2012/12/06/176621/lure-of-illegal-profits-from-iran.html
https://tomakeastatementaboutdeterrence,�AssistantU.S.At


                  

          

         
  

   
                   


  

        
    

                   

                 
                 


               
                   


              
                   


               
                   

                 

             
                     


                    

         
                 


                 

                   


                
               


           
  

    
                  

               


    
                


                   

     

                    

                 


      
                  


                 

     

             
                      


                  

                


                 

    

  

t

t
t

t t

t
t

tt

t

t

t

noted  that  her  Baghdasarian  nor  t  s,  who  remain  at  o  be  overseas,  ever  obtneit  wo  co-defendant  large  and  are  presumed  t  ained  
the  license  needed  to  ship  t  s,  wort  imathe  product  h  an  est  ed  $850,000.  

Exclusive: U.S.  Likely To Extend Ira Sa  ivers  - Sourcesn  nction  Wa  
By  Timothy  Gardner  
Reuters,  December 7,  2012  
Full-text st  ers  current  be  included  in  t  .  he  link  above  tories  from  Reut  ly  cannot  his  document You  may,  however,  click  t  o  

access  t  ory.he  st  

US Set To Extend Wa  n  nctionsivers On  Ira Oil Sa  
Associated  Press,  December 7,  2012  
WASHINGTON  (AP)  — The  Obama  administ ion  is  se  t  end  waivers  of  U.S.  sanct  has  grant  o  major  Asianrat  o ext  ions  it  ed t  

pet  h Korea,  for reducing t  s of Iranian  oil,  officials said Thursday.roleum  consumers,  including  China,  India  and  Sout  heir  import  
Two  officials  said  an  announcement of  t  h  ext  ed  from  t  at  menthe  six-mont  ensions  was  expect  he  St e  Depart  on  Friday.  The  

officials  spoke  on  condit  y  because  t  aut  o  publicly  preview  t  ep.ion  of  anonymit  hey  were  not  horized  t  he  st  
In  addit  o  China,  India  and  Sout  he  waivers  will  apply  t  h  Africa,  Sri  Lanka,  Turkeyion  t  h  Korea,  t  o  Malaysia,  Singapore,  Sout  

and  Taiwan.  All  nine  were  originally  granted  six-month  renewable  exempt  he  sanctions  from  t  ions  in  June.  
The  exemption  means  that  her  financial  ins  it ions  based  in  t  be  hit  h  penaltbanks  and  ot  ut  hose  places  will  not  wit  ies  under  

U.S.  law  enact  o  come  clean  abou  ited  as a way of pressuring Iran t  s nuclear program.  
A  total  of  20  count  ed  t  hers  —  ain,  tries  and  Taiwan  have  been  grant  he  waivers.  The  ot  Belgium,  Brit  he  Czech  Republic,  

France,  Germany,  Greece,  It  he  Net  will  come  up  for  review  in  March.aly,  t  herlands,  Poland,  Spain  and  Japan  —  
The  administ ion  says  t  ions  are  a  sign  t  pressure  on  Iran  is  increasing.rat  he  exempt  hat  
In  June,  U.S.  officials  said  Iran’s  oil  exports  have  declined  from  about 2.5  million  barrels  a  day last  year to  between  1 .2  

million  and  1 .8  million  barrels  a  day,  choking  a  key  source  of  revenue  for  t  over  int  ionalhe  regime,  which  remains  defiant  ernat  
demands  t  prove  t  s  nuclear  program  is  peaceful.ha  it  ha  it  

The  U.S.  sanctions  target  foreign  financial  institutions  that  do  business  with  Iran’s  central  bank  by  barring  them  from  
opening  or  maint  operat  he  Unit  at  ions  would  apply  t  ral  banks  onlyaining  correspondent  ions  in  t  ed  St es.  The  sanct  o  foreign  cent  
for  t  ions  t  involve  t  roleum  or  pet  s  and  t  he  Obama  administ ionransact  hat  he  sale  or  purchase  of  pet  roleum  product  hen  only  if  t  rat  
determined  tha  t  o  make  up  t  hout  ing  oil  markethere  was  enough  non-Iranian  oil  available  t  he  difference  wit  disrupt  s.  

Copyright 2012  Associat  s  reserved.  This  mat  be  published,  broadcast  en,  ored  Press.  All  right  erial  may  not  ,  rewri  t  
redist  ed.ribut  

UN Nuclear Chief: Alleged Weapons  Testing Site Wa Proba  nitized By Iras  bly Sa  n  
By  Joby  Warrick  

on  PostWashingt  , December 7,  2012  
The  Unit  ions’  chief  nuclear  official  urged  Iran  on  T  a  military  base  where  Iranianed  Nat  hursday  to  allow  inspection  of  

scientists  are  suspect  ing  secret  hough  he  acknowledged  t  any  ted  of  conduct  nuclear-weapons  research,  alt  hat  races  of  illicit  
act y  have  probably  been  removed.ivit  

Int  ional  At  or  General  Yukiya  Amano  said  t  chdog  would  t  weekernat  omic  Energy  Agency  Direct  he  nuclear  wat  ry  again  next  
t  he  Parchin  milit  hough  t  ed  t s  on  high-precision  explosiveso  visi  t  ary  base,  a  sprawling  complex  where  Iran  is  t  o  have  conduct  est  
used  t  onato  det  e  a  nuclear  bomb.  

Iran  has  repeatedly  refused  to  let  ors  visi  t  he  out  s  of  Tehran.  Inst  he  montIAEA  inspect  he  base,  on  t  skirt  ead,  in  t  hs  since  
the  agency  requested  access,  sat  e  phot  appears  t  ensive  cleanup  work  around  tellit  os  have  revealed  what  o  be  ext  he  building  
where  t s  are  alleged  test  o  have  occurred.  

“We  are  concerned  that  our  capacity  to  verify  would  have  been  severely  undermined,”  Amano  told  a  gathering  of  the  
Council  on  Foreign  Relations  in  Washington.  He  noted  Iran’s  “extensive”  cleanup  effort at he  sitt  e,  which  has  included  
demolishing  buildings  and  st  opsoil.ripping  away  t  

“We cannot say for sure that we would be able find something,” Amano said.  
The  IAEA chief made  the  remarks  six days  before  a scheduled  visi  to Iran  by IAEA inspect  o t o resolve  a stors  t ry  t  andoff  

over the  country’s  refusal  to  clear up  suspicions  about research  projects  conducted  by Iranian  scientists  nearly  a  decade  ago.  
The  experiment  s  obt  ern  spy  agencies,  appear  t  ist  os,  described  in  document  ained  by  West  o  show  Iranian  scient s  seeking  t  
mast  echnologies  used  in  making  nuclear  weapons.  Iran  claims  t  s  are  forgeries  and  insist ha  heer  specific  t  he  document  s  t  t  
country’s nuclear program is peaceful.  
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In  his remarks,  Amano noted a  he Obama“sense of urgency” in  the effort to clear up questions about Iran’s nuclear past.  T  
administration  said last month that Iran  must fully cooperate with the IAEA’s investigation by March or face the prospect of being  
brought before  t  y  Council  for  furt  ion,  possibly  including  new  sancthe  U.N.  Securit  her  act  ions.  

The nuclear agency chief also acknowledged that computer hackers have made several attempts to break into the  IAEA’s  
sensitive  files  in  recent mont  ly  disclosed  an  int  hat  a  from  IAEA  compuths.  Agency  officials  recent  rusion  by  a  group  t  swiped  dat  er  
net  ed  some of it  e.works  and  post  on  a  Web  sit  

Amano  said he  could  not  confirm  reports  that the  hackers  were  he  group  . . . has  an  Iranian  name,  but thatIranians.  “T  
doesn’t mean that the origin was Iranian,” he said.  

King OfJordan Visits West Bank To Show Support For UN  Vote  
By  Isabel  Kershner  
NewYork Times,  December 7,  2012  
JERUSALEM  — King  Abdullah  II  of  Jordan  on  Thursday  became  t  head  of  st e  t  he  Westhe  first  at o  visi  t  Bank  since  last  

week’s  vote  by the  United  Nations  General  Assembly  upgraded  the  o  nonmember  observer  st e.  Itstatus  of the  Palestinians  t  at  
was a gesture of suppor  that  he import  he vot o Jordan,  analystalso underlined t  ance of t  e t  s said.  

The  visit also  gave  anot  t he  president  he  Palest  horither  boos  o  t  of  t  inian  Aut  y,  Mahmoud  Abbas,  a  day  before  Khaled  
Meshal,  the  leader  in  exile  of the  authority’s  rival,  Hamas,  was  scheduled  to  make  a  historic  visit  to  Gaza,  where  Hamas,  the  
milit  Islamic  group,  holds  sway.ant  

The  visit came  barely  t  er  a  cease-fire  put  o  an  int  ing  betwo  weeks  aft  an  end  t  ense  round  of  fight  ween  Israel  and  Hamas  in  
Gaza  that enhanced  the  Islamic group’s  image  among  many Palestinians,  and  three  weeks  after Jordan  was  rocked  by violent  
protests  over  he  king’s  arrival by helicopter in  the  West Bank city of Ramallah  also  signaled  an  effor  tgas  price  increases.  T  o  
maint  abilit  urmoil.ain  some  balance  and  st  y  in  a  region  in  t  

Jordan’s  foreign  minister,  Nasser  Judeh,  who  accompanied  the  king,  told  reporters  that  the  king  had  come  because  he  
wanted  to  be  “the  first  to  congratulate  President Abbas  he  Palest  heir  st egic  decision  a  he  Unitone  and  t  inian  people  for  t  rat  t  ed  
Nations,” according to the official Palestinian news agency,  Wafa.  

Jordan,  a  count  h  a  sizable  port  inian  origin,  is  an  import  ally  of  t  ed  St es  inry  of  six  million  people  wit  ion  of  Palest  ant  he  Unit  at  
the  region  and  maintains  a  peace  t  y  wit  ed  St es  and  Israel  st  he  Palest  treat  h  Israel.  The  Unit  at  rongly  opposed  t  inian  bid  a  he  
Unit  ions,  and  vot  .ed  Nat  ed  agains  it  

But for  Jordan,  wit s  sensit y  t he  occasional  t  ernat  he  Palesth  it  ivit o  t  alk  in  Israel  of  Jordan  as  an  alt  ive  homeland  for  t  inians,  
t  e laid down  an  import  marker by endorsing a fut  Palest  at  rolledhe  General  Assembly  vot  ant  ure  independent  inian  st e.  Jordan  cont  
t  Bank  from  1948  t  during  t  neverhe  West  o  1967,  when  Israel  seized  it  he  Six-Day  War.  Jordan’s  hold  over the  West Bank was  
recognized bymost of t  ceded  any claim  t he area.he world,  and in  1988 it  o t  

“T  at  the  United  Nations  is  also  a Jordanian  success,”  said  Mahdi  Abdul  Hadi,  chairman  of thehe  Palestinian  success  
Palestinian  Academic  Society for the  Study  of International  Affairs,  an  independent  research  institute  in  East  Jerusalem.  “It  is  
very important for Jordan to have an independent, sovereign Palestine separate from Jordan and Israel.”  

Mr.  Abbas  frequently  meets  wit he  Jordanian  monarch  in  Amman,  t  al,  but  s  by  t  o  th  t  he  Jordanian  capit  visit  he  king  t he  West  
Bank  are  much  rarer.  His  last visit  over  a  year  ago,  came  as  Mr.  Abbas  was  abou  t  er  int  alks  wit,  just  o  ent  o  power-sharing  t  h  Mr.  
Meshal  in  Cairo  t ry  t  he  five-year  schism  dividing  t  inians.  So  far,  pract  eps  t  ion  haveo  t  o  endt  he  Palest  ical  st  oward  reconciliat  
remained  elusive.  

So  has  an  Israeli-Palestinian  agreement for  a  t  at  ion.  Jordan  t  o  facilit e  a  resumptwo-st e  solut  ried  unsuccessfully  t  at  ion  of  
long-stalled peace negotiat  ing  a round  of explorat  ween  tions,  host  ory  discussions  bet  he  sides  in  January.  

In  recent days,  Israel’s  government has  come  under unprecedented  criticism  from  European  countries  after it announced  
approval  for  3,000  more  housing  unit  est  Jerusalem  and  around  t  Bank.  It  woulds  in  cont ed  areas  of  East  he  West  also  said  it  
resume planning  and  zoning  work in  a part  ent  of Jerusalem  known as E1 .icularly  cont ious  area  east  

The  plans  were  meant as  a  count  o  wha  t  eral  Palest  he  Unitermeasure  t  he  Israelis  described  as  a  unilat  inian  move  a  t  ed  
Nat  hey  said  violat  heir  previous  signed  agreement  he  new  se  t  plans,  andions,  which  t  ed  t  s.  World  leaders  denounced  t  lement  
crit  hat  ure building in E1  could harm  t  s of a  viable and  cont  inian st e.ics  warned  t  any  fut  he  prospect  iguous  Palest  at  

Mr.  Judeh,  the  Jordanian  foreign  minister,  st  icized  t  icularly  t  ing  trongly crit  he Israeli plans,  part  hose relat  o E1.  
“The settlement policy is not only rejected from  our side as Arabs and Palestinians,  but also  by the  whole world,” he  said,  

according  t  ed  Press.o  The  Associat  
Last  month’s  protests  in  Jordan  were  aggressive  in  the  cash-st  he  tthe  most  rapped  kingdom  in  t  wo  years  since  popular  

revolutions  erupted  around  t  side  t  al,  prot ers  broke  a  longst  aboo  and  shouthe  region.  Out  he  capit  est  anding  t  ed  slogans  against  
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King  Abdullah  II.  Aside  from  t  est  ending  wit  ing  furt  rainhe  prot s,  Jordan  has  been  cont  h  an  influx  of  refugees  from  Syria,  pu  t  her  st  
on the country’s finances and stability.  

Neta  hu,  In  Visit To Germa  nsnya  ny,  Defends Settlement Pla  
By  Nicholas  Kulish  
NewYork Times,  December 7,  2012  
BERLIN  —  Prime  Minist  anyahu  of  Israel  gave  no  ground  on  Thursday  over  his  plans  ter  Benjamin  Net  o  expand  Jewish  

se  t  s,  which  have  been  widely  critlement  icized  by  European  allies.  
Speaking  at a  news  conference  here  wit  anyahu  said  th  Chancellor  Angela  Merkel  of  Germany,  Mr.  Net  he  3,000  new  

homes  planned  for  se  t  ed  “a  consistent policy”  that Israel  would  continue  under any version  of an  eventual peacelers  represent  
deal  wit he  Palesth  t  inians.  

Mr.  Netanyahu  repeatedly  emphasized  t  Germany  and  Israel  remained  close  friends  despit heir  disagreementhat  e t  , and he  
t  int  during  t  est  .hanked  Ms.  Merkel  for  her  unst ing  support  he  lat  Gaza  conflict  

Asked  whether  Israel  had  “lost  Europe,”  Mr.  Netanyahu  said  that  was  not  the  case,  but  he  acknowledged,  “There  is  
obviously a difference of view in Europe on the issue of the settlements.”  

Ms.  Merkel  concurred.  “On the question of settlements, we agreed that we do not agree,” she said.  
Mr.  Netanyahu’s  visit  followed  a  vote  last  week  by  the  United  Nations  General  Assembly  on  upgrading  the  status  of  

Palestinians  to  nonmember  observer  st e,  in  which  Germany joined 40  other nations in  abstaining.  Germany’s decision  hadat  no  
effect on  t  come,  wit  ions  vot  he  proposal  and  9  vot  ,  including  Israel  and  t  ed  St es.he out  h 138 nat  ing for t  ing  agains  it  he Unit  at  

Israel  announced  t  day  t  he  government  s  of  housing  in  cont ed  areas  of  Easthe  next  ha  t  had  approved  3,000  more  unit  est  
Jerusalem  and  the  West Bank  and  was  resuming  planning  and  zoning  work  in  an  area  east of  Jerusalem  known  as  E1.  The  
announcement was viewed  as a react  o t  ed Nat  e,  and  crit  ure const  ion  in  E1 ,  which lies betion  t he  Unit  ions  vot  ics  said  fut  ruct  ween  
East Jerusalem  and  t  lement  he  chances  for  a  viable,  conthe  Israeli  se  t  of  Maale  Adumim,  could  irreparably  harm  t  iguous  
Palest  at here.inian  st e  t  

Most count  lement  he  1967  boundaries  as  illegal  under  int  ional  law.  So  tries  regard  any  Israeli  se  t  beyond  t  ernat  he  3,000  
new  unit  icism  in  any  case.  Bu  t  hrea  t  ruck  a  deepers would produce crit  he apparen  t  o build  on  E1 ,  however symbolic for now,  st  
chord  of criticism.  

Any  expect ions  t  Mr.  Net  ry  t  he  sit ion  or  at  play  it down  during  his  visi  to  Berlin  wereat  hat  anyahu  would  t o  defuse  t  uat  least  
dashed  Thursday  when  he  brushed  aside  criticism.  

T  warm  relations  between  Israel  and  Germany  have  been  especially  strained  in  recent  days.  Israel’s  loss  ofhe  usually  
support from  Germany  in  t  ed  Nat  e  sthe  Unit  ions  vot  ung  especially  hard.  German  leaders  have  backed  Israel  for  decades  as  
amends  for  the  Holocaust,  whet  hat  he  form  of  diplomat  s.  But  he  Nazi  era  recedes  inther  t  came  in  t  ic  help  or  arms  shipment  as  t  o  
t  ,  Germans  have  proved  increasingly  willing  t  icize  Israel.he  past  o  crit  

Wit  ary  elect  mont  anyahu  had  a  st  ive  t ake  a  t  andh  parliament  ions  coming  up  next  h  in  Israel,  Mr.  Net  rong  incent  o  t  ough  st  
after  the  Unit  ions  voted  Nat  e.  

Mr.  Net  o  Germany  wit  ers  for  regularly  scheduled  int  al  consult ions.  Theanyahu  came  t  h  several  minist  ergovernment  at  
t  he  meet  o  be  innovat  ainabilit  ion,  bu  t  was  overshadowed  a  he  newshemes  of  t  ing  were  supposed  t  ion,  sust  y  and  educat  hat  t  
conference  by  t  he  se  t  const  ion.alk of t  lement  ruct  

Referring  to  the  “special  relationship”  between  the  two  countries,  Mr.  Netanyahu  said  to  Ms.  Merkel,  “I  want  to  take  this  
opportunity to  make  it absolutely clear that I  have  no  ydoubt whatsoever about the  depth  of your commitment to  Israel’s securit  
and  t he  well-being  of  to t  he  Jewish state.”  

St  ribut  ing  from  Jerusalem.even  Erlanger  cont  ed  report  

Khaled Meshaal’s Visit To Gaza Another Sign OfHamas’ Rise  
By  Sheera  Frenkel  
McClatchy,  December 7,  2012  
When  Khaled  Meshaal  crosses  into  the  Gaza  Strip  at noon  on  Friday it will  be  the  Hamas  leader’s  first trip  to  the  coastal  

t  ory.  It  he  Palest  movement  h  Israel  and  t  ed  St es  haveerrit  also  will  be  a  symbol  of  how  far  t  inian  Islamist  ,  which  bot  he  Unit  at  
branded  a  terrorist organizat  s  inception,  has come since it  ion  in  1987.  

Meshaal,  often  called  “the  exiled  Hamas  leader,”  assumed  control  of the  group in  2004,  after its  founder,  Sheikh  Ahmed  
Yassin,  was  assassinat  raveled  widely  t  across  t  lyed  by  Israel.  He  has  t  o  help  Hamas  garner  support  he  Arab  world  and  recent  
has  helped  secure  t  ic  support  at  he  region.he  diplomat  of  key  Arab  st es  in  t  

But no visit will be as significant as Meshaal’s trip to Gaza this weekend. Regional analysts call it a “watershed moment.”  
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“Hamas  feels  the  wind  of  change  beneath  their  wings,”  said  Jonathan  Spyer,  a  senior  researcher  a  t  igioushe  prest  
Interdisciplinary Center,  a private university in the Israeli coastal city of Herzylia.  “Khaled Meshaal’s visit to Gaza is significant…  it  
means that Meshaal is back in the game.”  

In  the  past year,  Meshaal  has  t  irement  ical  life,  leading  many  t  e  t  a  riftwice  announced  his  ret  from  polit  o  speculat hat  had  
grown  between  the  local  Hamas  leadership  in  Gaza  and  their  exiled  leadership  abroad.  Meshaal’s  visit  to  Gaza  indicates,  
however,  t  he  movement  ed,  Spyer  said.ha  t  is  indeed  unit  

“It’s not hard to see why.  If you  look at the process ofwhat used to be called the Arab Spring,  you  can  see what is really a  
movement of old, decrepit nationalist movements being replaced by the Muslim Brotherhood,” Spyer said.  

Hamas,  which  sees  itself  as  the  Palestinian  offshoot  of  Egypt’s  Muslim  Brotherhood,  saw  its  influence  grow  when  
Mohammed Morsi, a longtime Brotherhood official, won Egypt’s presidency in June.  

Part of  a  ceasefire  deal  negot ed  by  Egypt  mont  ruce  in  fight  ween  Israel  and  Hamas  as  well  asiat  last  h  called  for  a  t  ing  bet  
an  end  to  target  ions.  It  hat  arget  had  Yassin  t  had  kepted  assassinat  was  fear  t  Israel  would  t  Meshaal  as  it  hat  Meshaal  from  
visiting  Gaza.  With  t  ,  t  impediment was  gone.he  cease-fire  in  effect hat  

Hamas  “announces  the  visit of  Khaled  Meshaal,  head  of  t  ical  bureau,  t  o  part  e  in  the  polit  omorrow,  December  7,  t  icipat  he  
celebration of the movement’s 25th anniversary,” Hamas spokesman Sami Abu Zuhri announced in a statement Thursday.  

T  was “a fruit of the victory of the resistance over the occupation.”he visit, Abu Zuhri added,  
Meshaal’s visit will include a tour ofGaza,  as well as meetings with the families of those killed  and injured during the recent  

round  of  fight  ween  Israel  and  Hamas,  which  began  Nov.  14  with  Israel’s  targeted  killing  of Hamas  military  commandering  bet  
Ahmed  Jaabari.  

Meshaal,  who  was  born  in  t  Bank village  of Silwad in  1956,  moved t  aft he  1967 Six-Day War in  whichhe  West  o Kuwait er t  
Israel  captured  the  West  he  Egypt  er  moved  t  ion  witBank,  Gaza  and  t  ian  Sinai.  He  lat  o  Jordan,  where  his  associat  h  Hamas  
began.  

His  role  in  t  ion  has  shift  he  years.  A  t  o  be  a  t  he  decision-makinghe organizat  ed  over t  imes he was considered t  he head  of t  
process  for  Hamas,  while  at ot  imes  he  appeared  t  he  Gaza-based  Hamas  leader,  Ismail  Haniyeh.her  t  o  have  been  sidelined  by  t  

Israel will be watching the visit closely to try to determine whetherMeshaal’s influence in  Hamas has grown.  In the past,  he  
was  considered  a  moderating  influence  who  tried  t  oward  reconciliat  h  t  ern-backed  Fato  lead  Hamas  t  ion  wit he  West  ah  movement  
t  governs  t  Bank.hat  he  West  

Hamas’  charter  calls  for  the  eventual  destruction  of  Israel  and  the  establishment  of  an  Islamic  state  on  the  pre-1948  
borders  of  t  ish  Palest  e.  In  recent  ed  t  hey  could  moderat heirhe  Brit  ine  Mandat  years,  however,  Hamas  officials  have  hint  ha  t  e  t  
views in  exchange for great  ic influence and  an  end t he Israel-imposed blockade of t  rip.er  diplomat  o  t  he  Gaza  St  

European  officials  already  have  suggest  hat  ern  government  h  Hamas.  Last  h,ed  t  West  s  should  begin  a  dialogue  wit  mont  
U.N.  Mideast envoy Robert Serry told  McClatchy that his  office  has  had  “quiet engagements”  with  Hamas  officials  in  the  Gaza  
St  hat  ical  and  diplomat  was  t  ime  t  ed  t  act  h  Hamasrip  t  included  discussion  of  polit  ic  issues.  It  he  firs  t  he  U.N.  has  admi  t  o  cont s  wit  
beyond  t  o-day  management  ions  in  Gaza.he  day-t  of  U.N.  operat  

The Iron  Dome Military Revolution  
Historically,  defensive measures  g behind  offensive  pa  el's new ala  ca bilities.  Not so with Isra  ntimissile system.  
By  Michael  Oren  
Wall St  Journal, December 7,  2012reet  
Full-t  st  he  Wall  St  Journal  are  available  t  he  link.ext ories  from  t  reet  o  Journal  subscribers  by  clicking  t  

Pa  el Foreign  Aidul Softens Opposition  On  Isra  
By  Jonat  affhan  Broder,  Roll  Call  St  
Roll  Call,  December 7,  2012  
Sen.  Rand  Paul,  an  out  of  all  foreign  aid,  is  ready  t  ion  for  Israel.spoken  opponent  o  make  an  except  
The  freshman  Kentucky Republican,  who  is  considering  a 2016 presidential  run,  st  he  Unit  atill  says  t  ed  St es  should  reduce  

its  spending  by  cu  ting  foreign  assist  o  count  and  Libya,  where  U.S.  diplomatance  t  ries  such  as  Egypt  ic  missions  have  been  
a t  s t  aid t  an unt releases from  jail a local doct  he operat  hatacked.  He  also  want o  halt  o  Pakist  il  it  or  who  helped  U.S.  forces  in  t  ion  t  
killed  al-Qaida  leader  Osama  bin  Laden.  

But Paul  has  changed  his  t  o  Israel,  which  he  once  said  should  not  o  foreignune  on  aid  t  be  spared  from  his  call  for  an  end  t  
aid.  
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“What I’ve  said  is that we  can’t continue  to spend  a trillion  dollars  we  don’t have,  so  we have  o  look  everywhere  for  cutt  s,  
and foreign  aid is one  uesday.  “Within  foreign  aid,  I would  start with  cutting those who don’t appear  tof those  areas,” he said T  o  
be our allies. The one thing you can say about Israel is there doesn’t seem to be anymobs burning our flag there.”  

Paul  plans  to  make  his  firs  trip  t  he  spring.  He  said  he  would  be  t  h  a  group  of  evangelical  Christo  Israel  in  t  raveling  wit  ian  
clergymen.  Evangelicals,  for  whom  support for  Israel  is  as  import  as  such  social  issues  as  opposing  abortant  ion,  are  a  key  
cons  it  ial  hopeful.uency  for  any  GOP  president  

“I’ve never been a proponent of saying,  ‘Oh,  let’s go punish Israel,’” Paul said.  “I’ve made general statements about foreign  
aid  that some  in  t  y  have  misint  ed  t  that I  have  some  sort of animosity toward  Israel.  The  pro-Israel  communit  erpret  o  mean  hat’s  
not true.”  

In  a February 2011  interview  with ABC News,  Paul  said his  calls  t  o Israel  were  parto  end  aid  t  of  his  larger  push  for  fiscal  
rest  .raint  

“I’m not singling out Israel.  I support Israel,” he said at the time. “I want to be known as a friend of Israel, but not with money  
you don’t have. We can’t just borrow from our kids’ future and give it to countries, even if they are our friends.”  

He  also  said  in  that earlier interview that Israel’s  strong  economy and  relative  wealth  also  made  U.S.  aid  unnecessary.  “I  
think they’re an  important ally,  but I  also think that their per capita income is greater than  probably three-fourt  he  rest  hehs  of t  of t  
world,” Paul said.  “Should we be giving free money orwelfare to a wealthy nation? I don’t think so.”  

Israel,  t  recipient  ary  aid  ever  since  it  s  peace  t  yhe  largest  of  U.S.  aid,  has  received  $3  billion  annually  in  milit  signed  it  reat  
with  Egypt in  1979.  In  recent  he  Unit  at  about  o  help  fund  several  Israeli  antyears,  t  ed  St es  also  has  spent  $1  billion  t  i-missile  
systems,  such  as  Iron  Dome.  

On  Tuesday,  Paul  said  he  was  visit  o  familiarize  himself  wit  ern  affairs.  He  said  he  would  meet withing  Israel  t  h  Middle  East  
both  Israeli  Prime  Minister  Benjamin  Net  inian  Aut  y  President Mahmoud  Abbas.anyahu  and  Palest  horit  

“I  want to know more  about the discussions,  the debate,  whether or not I  could be  any part of moving  the debate towards  
peace or some kind of solution,” he said.  

But Paul  t  o  avoid  ruffling  any  Israeli  feat  s  recent  o  build  Jewish  se  t  s  in  a  sensitook  pains  t  hers  over  it  decision  t  lement  ive  
area  east of  Jerusalem  t  would  effect  he  West  off  Jerusalem  from  t  of  t  inianhat  ively  divide  t  Bank  in  half  and  cut  he  rest  he  Palest  
t  ory.errit  

“I don’t think it’s a good idea for the United States to dictate to Israel where their settlements should be,” he said.  “Israel’s a  
sovereign  nation.  One of the mist  hinking because we give t  ell t  o do.  I takes  we  make  is  t  hem  money,  we  can  t  hem  wha  t  hink  we  
should respect Israel’s sovereignty to make their own decisions.”  

Tensions Mount As  UN Clima  lks  Neate Ta  r End  
By  Karl  Ri  t  ed  Presser,  Associat  
Associated  Press,  December 7,  2012  
DOHA,  Qat  U.N.  climat alks  are  heading  int he  final  st ch  wit  of  issues  unresolved,  including  aar  (AP)  —  e t  o t  ret  h a host  

st  ressed  rich  count  o  help  t  ackle  global  warming.andoff over howmuch money financially st  ries can  spare t  he developing  world t  
he  t  hey  st  ar,  t  ry t  heThat issue  has  overshadowed  t  alks  since  t  arted  last week  in  Qat  he  first Middle  Eastern  count o  hos  t  

slow-moving  annual  negot ions  aimed  at  ing  a  global  response  t  e  change.iat  craft  o  climat  
Tensions  built up  Thursday  — t  imat  he  schedule  —  he  Philippines  made  an  emot  ionhe  penult  e  day  on  t  as  t  ional  call  for  act  

t  ing  t  at  yphoon  t  killed  around  350  people.o  keep  global  warming  in  check,  cit  he  devast ion  caused  by  a  powerful  t  hat  
Meanwhile,  Greenpeace  and  five  ot  ivisther  act  groups  accused  rich  nations  of pushing  the  talks  to  the  “brink of disaster,”  

while  a  small  group  of  warming  skept  a  side  event  hey  dismissed  t  ire  process  as  a  sham  t ransferics  appeared  at  where  t  he  ent  o  t  
wealt o  th  t he  poor  world.  

British  climate  change  skept  opher  Monckt  o  slip  intic  Christ  on  even  managed  t  o  a  conference  hall  where  he  addressed  a  
plenary session,  apparently  mistaken  for an  official  delegate.  A tweet from  the  U.N.  climate  secretariat said  he  was  “debadged  
and escorted out” of the venue “for impersonating a Party” and violating the conference’s code of conduct.  

Rich  nat  hree  years  ago  t  erm  financing  t  ions  swit  o  clean  energy  and  adaptions  pledged  t  o  deliver  long-t  o  help  poor  nat  ch  t  
t  her  impacto rising  sea levels and  ot  s of global  warming.  They offered $10 billion  a year in  2010-2012 in  “fast-start” financing and  
said the amount would be ramped up to $100 billion in 2020. But they didn’t say how.  

Developing  countries  are  demanding  firm  pledges  before  the  Doha  conference  ends,  like  a  midt  argeterm  t  of  $60  billion  in  
the  nex  three  years,  or  wri  t  hat  il  2020.  But  ries  have  been  relucten  agreemen  t  funds  will  be  scaled  up  annually  unt  rich  count  ant  
to  make  such  commitment  ing  t  urmoil  t  is  st  heir  budgets,  cit  he  financial  t  hat  raining  t  s.  
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“We are not going to leave here with promises upon  promises,” said Gambia delegate Pa Ousman  Jarju,  who represents a  
group of least developed  countries.  “The minimum  that we can  get out of here is a demonstration  that there will be $60 billion  on  
the table moving onward.”  

Negotiators  were  working  int he  nigh  rying  t  hat  rying  t  to  t  t  o  resolve  t  issue.  They  were  also  t  o  finalize  an  agreemen  o  
formally  ext  he  Kyot  ocol,  an  emissions  pact  ries  t  expires  a  t  his  year.end t  o Prot  for rich  count  hat  he end  of t  

The  U.S.  never  joined  Kyoto  while  Japan,  New  Zealand,  Canada  and  Russia  don’t  want  to  be  part  of  the  extension,  
meaning it would only cover about 15 percent of the world’s emissions of greenhouse gases.  

Government  a  deadline  of  2015  t  hat  h  developed  and  developings  have  set  o  agree  on  a  wider  deal  t  would  include  bot  
countries, which now represent a majority of the world’s emissions.  

Philippine  envoy  Naderev  Sano  said  that deadly  st  his  count  his  montorms  like  Typhoon  Bopha,  which  hit  ry  earlier  t  h,  were  
nightmare  scenarios  the  world  may  face  more  frequent  e  change  is  leftly  if  climat  unchecked.  

“As we vacillate  and procrastinate  here,  we are suffering,” he said.  “Heartbreaking  tragedies like this are  not unique  to the  
Philippines.”  

Climate  scientists  say it’s difficult to  link a  single  weather event to  global  warming.  But some  cont  he  damage  causedend  t  
by  the  recent Hurricane  Sandy  and  ot  ropical  sther t  orms was worse because of rising  sea levels.  

The  goal  of  the  U.N.  talks  is  t  emperat  han  2  C  (3.6  F),  compared  t  rial  to  keep  t  ures  from  rising  more  t  o  preindust  imes.  
T  the  latest  report by the  U.N.’s  top  climateemperatures  have  already  risen  about 0.8  C  (1 .4  F)  above  that level,  according  to  
body.  

A  recent project  he  World  Bank  showed  t  ures  are  expect  o  increase  by  up  t  he  yearion  by t  emperat  ed  t  o 4 C (7.2 F) by t  
2100.  

“I’m  getting  concerned that ministers are  not stepping  up to the mark and providing  solutions that we need  at this stage  of  
the game,” Gregory Barker, Britain’s minister of climate change told The Associated Press.  

“We  need  increased  flexibility  on  all  sides  and  a  higher  sense  of  urgency,”  he  said.  “Developed  countries  also  need  to  
demonstrate a clear ambition across the board in terms of climate goals.”  

Climat  ivist  heir  crit  ions.  Kumi  Naidoo  of  Greenpeace  said  t  icular,  wase  act  s  focused  t  icism  on  developed  nat  he  U.S.,  in  part  
a  stumbling  block  to  t  iathe  negot ions.  

The  Obama  administration  has  already  t  eps  taken  some  st  o  rein  in  emissions,  such  as  sharply  increasing  fuel  efficiency  
st  rucks  and  invest  a  climat  hat  alled  inandards  for  cars  and  t  ing  in  green  energy.  But  e  bill  t  would  have  capped  U.S.  emissions  st  
t  e.he  Senat  

In  a message to the conference,  U.S.  Sen.  Barbara Boxer said  “there are leaders in  Congress who understand the urgent  
threat facing  t  ed  t  ing  t  erriblehe  globe,  and  we  are  dedicat  o  prevent  he  t  impacts of unchecked climate change.”  

Her  message  contrasted  wit hat  her  U.S.  senath  t  of  anot  or,  Republican  Jim  Inhofe,  who  spoke  in  a  video  recording  shown  
at the side event in  Doha  with  climate skeptics.  Calling global  warming  a  he  Doha  conference  was“hoax,” he  said the  focus  of t  
not the environment, but “spreading the wealth around.”  

In  2010,  a  survey  of  more  than  1 ,000  of  the  most ed  and  published  climat  ist  hat  of  tcit  e  scient s  found  t  97  percent  hem  
believe climat  he burning  of fossil fuels.e  change  is  very  likely  caused  by  t  

“It’s  getting  harder  and  harder  to  be  a  climate  denier  as  the  evidence  of  climate  change  grows,”  said  Michael  Oko,  a  
spokesman  for the  World  Resources  Institute,  an  environmental  think tank.  “Fortunately,  I’m  sure  the  negotiators  here  won’t let  
this take away from what needs to be done to address this global challenge. We need more solutions, not distractions.”  

Copyright 2012  Associat  s  reserved.  This  mat  be  published,  broadcast  en,  ored  Press.  All  right  erial  may  not  ,  rewri  t  
redist  ed.ribut  

Ambassador: US Working ‘day And Night’ To Keep Internet Rules O  fUN Treatyut O  
By  Jennifer  Martinez  
The Hill,  December 7,  2012  
Ambassador  T  on  T  ensure  new  Interneterry  Kramer  hursday  said  the  United  States  will  be  working  “day  and  night”  to  

regulations  are  kept out  ed  Nat  reatof a Unit  ions t  y.  
“Fundamentally  the  conference,  to  us,  should  not  be  dealing  with  the  Internet  sector,”  Kramer  told  reporters  on  a  

conference  call  from  Dubai,  where  t  reat  iat  a  conference  host  he  Unit  ions  Int  ionalhe  t  y  is  being  negot ed  at  ed  by  t  ed  Nat  ernat  
Telecommunicat  he  U.S.  delegat  he  conference.ions  Union.  He  is  leading  t  ion  a  t  

Kramer  shot down  a  repor  t  he  U.S.  and  Canada  failed  t  her  count  o  keep  tha  t  o  win  backing  from  ot  ries  for  a  proposal  t  he  
Int  out  he  t  y.  The  t  ries  are  pushing  t  he  focus  of  t  iat  elecommunicat  works,ernet  of  t  reat  wo  count  o  keep  t  he  negot ions  on  t  ions  net  
so  tha  the  updat  o  major  operated  rules  would  only  apply  t  ors  like  AT&T  and  Verizon.  
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Discussions  abou  the  scope  of  the  t  y  are  expect  o  pick  up  on  Friday,  so  t  he  U.S.  treat  ed  t  he  pressure  is  on  t  o  drum  up  
support for their plan. Kramer said it’s gaining traction with countries in Europe, Latin America and the Asia Pacific region.  

He  said  the  U.S.  opposed  a  Russian  proposal  that  ional  government o  assume  great  horitcalls  for  nat  s  t  er  aut  y  over  key  
Int  funct  he  Int  should  cont  o  be  governed  by  variousernet  ions,  such  as  assigning  domain  names.  The  U.S.  believes  t  ernet  inue  t  
public  and  privat  ions,  and  not  y.e  organizat  overseen  by  a  single  en  it  

“We’ve looked at the proposal, but we’re not keen to get into a discussion about [it] because we believe it’s out of scope for  
the conference,” Kramer said.  

Member  countries  of  the  ITU  are  updat  ernat  elecommunicat  reat  he  firs  ting  an  int  ional  t  ions  t  y  for  t  ime  since  1988.  The  
t  y  conference  has  drawn  scrut  s  are  allowed  t  icipat  he  negot ions.  Google  hasreat  iny  because  only  government  o  part  e  in  t  iat  
argued  t  some  of  government  he  t  y  conference  t  hey  disagree  wit  ohat  s  are  using  t  reat  o  clamp  down  on  online  speech  t  h  and  t  
gain  more  aut  y  over  thorit  he  Web.  

The  ITU  confirmed  t  it  e  was  inaccessible  for  part  er  accoun  hat  o  behat s  websit  s  of  Wednesday.  A  Twi  t  t  appears  t  
associat  h t  y for t  age on t  e.ed  wit he  hacker  group  Anonymous  claimed  responsibilit  he  out  he  ITU  sit  

“T  y,  media  and  ot  erest  ies  from  following  t  edhe  incident  blocked  civil  societ  her  int  ed  part  he  proceedings,  and  prevent  
access  to  the  wealth  of online  information,”  the  IT  statement.  “Some  delegates  were  frustrated  atU  said  in  a  being  unable  to  
access  some  of the  online  working  documents that were being considered by the meeting.”  

ITU  Secretary-General  Hamadoun  Touré  condemned  the  t  s  made  by  hacker  groups  agains  threat  he  conference.  
“It is ironic that the  very people  who  claim  to be fighting  for a  free  Internet are  preventing  those  around  t  rying  the  world  t  o  

follow  the  event  online  from  getting  access,”  Touré  said  in  a  statement.  “Do  they  believe  in  one  rule  for  them,  and  one  for  
everyone else?”  

In  its  release,  the  IT  a  some  countries  areU noted  that  the  disruption  “reinforces  the  importance  of cybersecurity,”  topic  
pushing  to  include  in  the  t  y.  The  U.S.  is  opposed  t  y  rules  in  t  ernat  reat  ha  treat  o  including  cybersecurit  he  int  ional  t  y,  arguing  t  hey  
would  prevent count  o  deal  wit  acks  occurring  in  real-tries  from  being  nimble  enough  t  h  cybera  t  ime.  

Kramer said  the  website  outage  did  not bolster the  ITU’s case  for including  cybersecurity measures  in  the  treaty.  He  said  
the U.S. thought it was “a helpful reminder” about “the necessary skills and speeds” that are needed to deal with cyber issues.  

Oba ,ma The UN And The Internet  
Wall St  Journal, December 7,  2012reet  
Full-t  st  he  Wall  St  Journal  are  available  t  he  link.ext ories  from  t  reet  o  Journal  subscribers  by  clicking  t  

Russian Tra  n  ds To Obade,  Huma Rights Bill Hea  ma  
By  Jim  Abrams,  Associated  Press  
Associated  Press,  December 6,  2012  
WASHINGTON  (AP)  —  rade  and  human  right  BarackA  Russian  t  s  bill  cleared  Congress  and  headed  for  President  

Obama’s signature Thursday,  opening  new export opportunities for American  businesses but antagonizing  relations with Russia  
over its treat  of dissidentment  s.  

The  Moscow  government  er  t  ions,  t  ened  ret  ion  over  a  sect  he  bill  t  would, while welcoming be t rade  relat  hreat  aliat  ion  of t  hat  
punish  Russian  officials  who  allegedly  commit human  right  ions.  A  Russian  parliament  ed  sancts  violat  official  suggest  ions  could  
be  imposed  on  U.S.  officials  accused  of  right  ions  in  Afghanist  he  Foreign  Minist  hes  violat  an,  Iraq  and  elsewhere  while  t  ry  said  t  
legislation  “will  have  a  on  bilateral  cooperation”  and  responsibility for  that  will  “completely lie  with  the  Unitnegative  impact  ed  
States.”  

Sen.  John  McCain,  R-Ariz.,  a  main  sponsor  of  the  human  rights  measure  wit  ended  ith  Sen.  Ben  Cardin,  D-Md.,  cont  would  
help the Russian  people by “sending  a signal to Vladimir Putin  and the Russian  plutocracy that these kinds of abuses of human  
rights will not be tolerated.”  

The  92-4  vote  Thursday  by  the  Senat o  est  normal  t  ions  wite  t  ablish  permanent  rade  relat  h  Russia  followed  an  equally  
convincing  vote  in  the  House  last  h.  The  bill  eliminat  e  1974  provision,  called  tmont  es  a  long-obsolet  he  Jackson-Vanik  
Amendment ha  t  rade relat  h t  Union t he emigrat  herSoviet minorities., t  ied t  ions wit he formerSoviet  o t  ion  of Jews and  ot  

Alt  president  he  pas  t  he  Jackson-Vanik  rest ions,  ithough  Obama  and  past  s  over  t  wo  decades  annually  have  waived  t  rict  
lingered  on  the  books  because  of  congressional antipathy toward Russia’s human  rights record  and  anti-American  policies.  This  
year t  of t  in  Syria.he  issues  have  included  Russian  support  he  Assad  government  

But act  o  eliminat he  1974  provision  and  making  normal  relat  became  a  necessiting  t  e  t  ions  permanent  y  when  Russia  on  
Aug.  22  entered  the  World  Trade  Organizat  o  lower  t  rest ions,  prot  int  ual  propertion,  forcing  i  t  ariffs,  ease  import  rict  ect ellect  y  and  
part  e  in  t  e  resolut  em.icipat  he  WTO  disput  ion  syst  
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Until  the  Unit  at  rade,  U.S.  t  he  members  of  t  ion  WTO  unable  ted  St es  normalizes  t  raders  will  be  alone  among  t  he  157-nat  o  
enjoy  t  access.he  increased  market  

Obama  issued  a  statement  he  legislat  ends  permanent  rade  relat  o  tsaying  t  ion,  which  also  ext  normal  t  ions  t he  former  
Soviet state ofMoldova, “will  ensure that American businesses and workers are able to take full advantage of the WTO rules and  
market access  commit  s  t  he  Unit  at  o  negotiate.”ment ha  t  ed  St es  worked  so  hard  t  

The  administration  and  economist  imat hat  s  of  goods  and  services,  now  abouts  est  e  t  U.S.  export  $11  billion  a  year,  could  
double  over  t  five  years  under  normalized  t  ions  wit  —  s 140 million  consumers.he  next  rade  relat  h  Russia  and  it  

The  Coalit  s  manufact  ure  int  s,  says  t  edion  for  U.S.-Russia  Trade,  which  represent  uring,  service  and  agricult  erest  he  Unit  
States now commands only about 4 percent ofRussia’s import market of $400 billion  a year,  compared to 40 percent for Europe  
and  16 percent for China.  

It says t  over t  20 years Russian  carriers will  need  about  valued  at  $100 billion,  that  he  next  900  passenger  aircraft  about  hat  
Russia  relies  on  import  50  percent  s  $150  billion  chemical  market  hat  ions  for  about  of  it  and  t  Russian  demand  for  informat  
t  ure  goods,  energy  t  are  growing  rapidly.echnology,  agricult  echnology  and  medical  equipment  

Sen.  Max  Baucus,  D-Mont  he  Senat  ee,  st  ha  t  ion  can  only  be  a  plus..,  chairman  of  t  e  Finance  Commi  t  ressed  t  he  legislat  
“We change no U.S. tariffs and no U.S. trade laws. This is  a  one-sided deal in favor ofAmerican exporters.”  

U.S.  Chamber of Commerce  President  and  CEO  Thomas  J.  Donohue  called  it  a  “rare  bill  that  will  create  American  jobs  
without  costing  the  taxpayer  a  dime.”  He  said  bipartisan  cooperation  on  trade  matters,  including  complet  radeion  of  free-t  
agreements  with  Sout  horizat  he  U.S.  Export  Bank,  have  been  among  th  Korea,  Colombia  and  Panama  and  reaut  ion  of  t  -Import  he  
“top achievements” of the current Congress.  

But it  ions  on  overall  U.S.-Russian  relations.  T  a  provision  to  sanctioncould  have  ramificat  hat’s  because  the  bill  includes  
Russian  human  right  ors  by  wit  s.  The  measure,  named  for  Russian  lawyer  ands  violat  hholding  visas  and  freezing  financial  asset  
whistleblower  Sergei  Magnitsky  who  died  in  a  Russian  prison  t  er  allegedly  being  t ured,  was  included  in  three  years  ago  aft  ort  he  
t  normalizing  t  hout  able  for  it  s  record.rade  bill  as  lawmakers  balked  at  rade  wit  holding  Russia  account  s  poor  human  right  

“Jackson-Vanik  served  it  h  respec  t  in  it  os  purpose  wit  o  Russia  and  should  be  revoked,  but  s  place  we  should  respond  t  
Russia’s  continued  corruption  and  human  rights  violations,”  said  Sen.  Orrin  Hatch  of  Utah,  the  top  Republican  on  Baucus’  
commi  tee.  

Aft he Senat  e,  Alexei Pushkov,  head  of t  ee  in the lower house ofRussia’s parliament, saider  t  e  vot  he  foreign  affairs  commi  t  
t  at  ions  on  U.S.  officials  accused  of  violat  he  right  izenshe  St e  Duma  may  respond  by  imposing  similar  sanct  ing  t  s  of  Russian  cit  
abroad.  An  alt  ive  would  be  t arget  s  violat  an,  Iraq,  Libya  and  ot  ions,ernat  o  t  U.S.  officials  accused  of  right  ions  in  Afghanist  her  nat  
Pushkov  was  quot  elling  ted  as  t  he  ITAR-Tass  news  agency.  

Sen.  Carl  Levin,  D-Mich.,  said  he  vot  he  bill  because  t  sky  provision,  as  wri  t  he  House,  appliesed  agains  t  he  Magnit  en  by  t  
only  t  s  violat  e  proposal  would  have  applied  t  ions  worldwide.o  Russian  human  right  ors.  The  original  Senat  hose  sanct  

“Why  would  we  deny  visas  only  to  Russian  human  rights  violators?”  Levin  asked  in  a  statement.  “Why  diminish  the  
universality of the values t  sky bill  seeks the  Magnit  o uphold?”  

Associated  Press  writer  Vladimir  Isachenkov  in  Moscow  cont  ed  t his  reportribut  o t  .  
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Senate Passes Russia Tran  de Bill,  With Conditions  
By  Jeremy  W.  Peters  
NewYork Times,  December 6,  2012  
The  Senate  voted  on  Thursday  t  e  cold  war-era  t  rict  a  he  same  to  finally  eliminat  rade  rest ions  on  Russia,  but  t  ime  it  

condemned  Moscow  for  human  right  hreat  o  furt  rain  an  already  fraught  ionship  wit he  Kremlin.s  abuses,  t  ening  t  her  st  relat  h  t  
The  Senat  he  House  of  Represent ives  last  h,  now  goes  t  Obama,  who  has  opposede  bill,  which  passed  t  at  mont  o  President  

turning a trade bill into a statement on the Russian government’s treatment of its people.  
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But wit  in  Congress  –  he  measure  passed  t  e  92  t  he  House  365  t  th  such  overwhelming  support  t  he  Senat  o  4  and  t  o  43  –  he  
Whit  le  leverage  t  s  case.e  House  has  had  li  t  o  press  it  

And  President Obama  has  shown  li  t  o  pick  a  fight  o  be  siding  wit he  Russians  onle  desire  t  in  which  he  would  appear  t  h  t  
such  a  delicate  issue.  

In  a  st ement  er  t  e  vot  he  Whit  ioned  t  s  component of  the  bill  only  inat  issued  aft  he  Senat  e,  t  e  House  ment  he  human-right  
passing,  inst  ha  t  was  looking  forward  t  hat  he  playing  field  foread  emphasizing  t  he  president  o  signing  a  measure  t  would  level  t  
American  workers.  

The  most immediat  of  t  o  formally  normalize  t  ions  wit  er  nearly  40  years.  Sincee  effect  he  bill  will  be  t  rade  relat  h  Russia  aft  
t  ween  Russia  and  t  ed  St es  has  been  subjec  t  rict  hat  o  punishhe  1970s,  commerce  bet  he  Unit  at  o  rest ions  t  were  designed  t  
Communist nat  hat  o  allow  t  izens  tions  t  refused  t  heir  cit  o  leave  freely.  

While  president  he  rest ions  since  t  —  hem  t  he  books  as  as  have  waived  t  rict  he  cold  war  ended  allowing  t  o  remain  on  t  
symbolic  sore  point wit he  Russians  —  he  issue  t  his  summer  aft  he  World  Tradeh  t  t  ook  on  new  urgency  t  er  Russia  joined  t  
Organizat  ake  advant  rade  t  h  nat  hat  rade  st usion.  American  businesses can  t  age of lower t  ariffs only wit  ions t  enjoy normalized t  at  

By some est  es,  t  h Russia is expect  o double aft he limit  ed.imat  rade  wit  ed  t  er  t  s  are  lift  
But anot  of t  and  one t  has Russian officials furious wit  on  –  o  require  t  he  federalher  effect  he  bill  –  hat  h  Washingt  will  be  t  ha  t  

government freeze t  s ofRussians implicat  s abuses and t  hem  visas.he  asset  ed  in  human  right  o  deny  t  
Lawmakers  on  Capitol  Hill  were  inspired  to  a  t  hose  provisions  t he  t  ion  because  of  tach  t  o  t  rade  legislat  he  case  of  Sergei  L.  

Magnitsky,  a  Russian  lawyer  who  was  tort  er  he  exposed  a  governmen  tured  and  died  in  prison  in  2009  aft  ax  fraud  scheme.  
During the Senate debate, it was Mr. Magnitsky’s case, and not Russia’s trade status, that occupied most of the time.  
One  by  one,  Democrat  ors  alike  rose  t  heir  disregard  for  basicic  and  Republican  senat  o  denounce  Russian  officials  for  t  

freedoms.  
“This  culture  of  impunity  in  Russia  has  been  growing  worse  and  worse,”  said  Senator  John  McCain,  an  Arizona  

Republican.  “T  ill  many  people  who  look  a  t  sky  Act as  anti-Russia. I disagree,” he added. “Ultimately passinghere are  st  he  Magnit  
this legislation will place t  ed St es squarely on  t  he Russian  people and t  side ofRussian  histhe Unit  at  he side of t  he right  ory,  which  
appears  to be approaching a crossroads.”  

Russian  officials  denounced  t  e  vothe  Senat  e.  
“This initiative is intended to restrict the rights ofRussian citizens,  which we consider completely unjust and baseless,” said  

Konstantin  Dolgov,  the  Russian  foreign  ministry’s  human  rights  envoy,  in  comments  t he  Into  t  erfax  news  agency  in  Brussels.  
“T  an  inuehis is  attempt to interfere in  our internal  affairs,  in  the  authority of Russia’s investigative and judicial  organs,  which  cont  
to investigate the Magnitsky case.”  

Init  here  was  pressure  on  t  e  t  hat  s  violat  ions,  not  hoseially  t  he  Senat o  pass  a  bill  t  punished  human  right  ors  from  all  nat  jus  t  
who  are  Russian.  Bu  t  o  Russia.  And  t  e  followed  suit  ers  of  t  edhe  House  bill  applied  only  t  he  Senat  ,  as  support  he  bill  want  
somet  hat  require  a  complicat  h  wit he  House.hing  t  could  pass  quickly  and  not  ed  back-and-fort  h  t  

Ellen  Barry  cont  ed  reportribut  ing  from  Moscow.  

Sena  sses Russia  de Bill In  92-4 Votete Pa  Tra  
By  Ramsey  Cox  
The Hill,  December 6,  2012  
The  Senate  voted  t  Russia  permanent  rade  relat  ato  grant  normal  t  ions  (PNTR)  st us  on  Thursday.  
On  a  92-4  vot he  Senat  he  Russia  t  h  broad  bipart  .e,  t  e  approved  t  rade  bill  wit  isan  support  
“We  have  to  take  very difficult  votes  in  this  chamber,  but  this  is  not  one  of them,”  Senate  Finance  Committee  Chairman  

Max  Baucus  (D-Mont.) said before the vote. “PNTR is good for United States jobs ... and this is strong human rights legislation.”  
Rep.  Dave  Camp  (R-Mich.)  int  he  Russia  and  Moldova  Jackson-Vanik  Repeal  and  Sergei  Magnitroduced  t  sky  Rule  of  Law  

Account  y  Act  o  benefit  ariffs  aft  he  Worldabilit  , H.R.  6156,  which is  necessary for U.S.  businesses  t  from  lower t  er Russia  joined  t  
Trade  Organizat  his  summer.ion  (WTO)  t  

The  same  bill  passed  in  t  mont  h  broad  support  it  e.he  House  last  h  wit  —  was  approved  on  a  365-43  vot  
Sen.  Rob  Port  rade  represent ive  t he  WTO,  said  he  support  he  measure  because  itman  (R-Ohio),  a  former  U.S.  t  at  o  t  ed  t  

would  help  generat  uring  and  farming  induste  new  U.S.  jobs  in  manufact  ries.  
“We  need  to  do all  we  can  that we  make  sure  our farmers  and  workers have  access to  the  95 percent of consumers  that  

are  outside  of the  U.S.  borders,”  Portman  said  the  floor Wednesday  evening.  “Without passing  this  legislaton  ion,  our  farmers  
and workers will get left behind.”  
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Sen.  Ben  Cardin  (D-Md.)  had  hoped  to  include  human  rights  language  t  would  have  imposed  that  ravel  and  financial  
sanct  s  violat  he  world,  bu  t  hat  ionsions  on  alleged  human  right  ors  around  t  he  House-passed  version  included  language  t  sanct  
only  violators  in  Russia.  

Cardin  said passing the bill would  make sure the United States was “on  the right side of history” and was a step forward in  
prot ing  human  rightect  s  globally.  

Sens.  Carl  Levin  (D-Mich.),  Jack  Reed  (D-R.I.),  Sheldon  Whit  .)  vot  heehouse  (D-R.I.)  and  Bernie  Sanders  (I-Vt  ed  agains  t  
trade  bill.  

Levin  said  Wednesday  t  he  would  have  preferred  t  t  e  vot  s  version  of  t  hehat  ha  he  Senat  e  on  it  he  bill,  which  included  t  
sanctions  worldwide,  rather  t  affecthan  just  ing  Russia.  

“I don’t understand why we’re not taking up the Senate version and applying these standards universally,” Levin said on the  
Senate floorWednesday night.  “The only answer I  can  get is that the House might not pass the Senate version.  Well,  we should  
do  what we think is right.”  

The  Magnit  —  ed  by  Democrat —  he  administ ion  t  ify  officials  involvedsky  language  largely  support  s  would  require  t  rat  o  ident  
in  Russian  tax lawyer Sergei  Magnitsk’s  death,  make  those  names  public,  and  freeze  the  U.S.  assets  related  to  those  officials.  
Magnit  igat  ion  and t  of t  when  he was jailed.sky  was  invest  ing  corrupt  heft  he  Russian  government  

Senat  ee  ranking  member  Orrin  Hat  was  “a  powerful  new tool  toe  Finance  Commi  t  ch  (R-Utah)  said  that portion  of the  bill  
battle corruption” in Russia.  

“If the  [Obama]  administration  uses  these  tool  effectively  we  will  see  h aourselves  in  the  future  working  side-by-side  wit  
Russia free of corruption,” Hatch said.  

T  he administration said it support he  measure.he bill now goes to President Obama’s desk for his signature. T  s t  
Several  senat  hey  wished  t  rat  h  Russia  on  sanit  rict  Russiaors  said  t  he  Obama  administ ion  would  be  firmer  wit  ary  rest ions  —  

has  not allowed  some  U.S.  produce  and  meat  s  because  of  sanit  rict  e  having  similar  sanit  andardsimport  ary  rest ions,  despit  ary  st  
as  the  United  St es.  The  bill  includes  language  t  urges  t  iat  o  cont  o  work  on  making  sure  tat  hat  rade  negot ors  t  inue  t  here  are  not  
“unjustifiable” reasons forwhy U.S. agriculture products can’t be exported to Russia.  

OKOfRussian Tra  nde Bill Is  Victory For Huma Rights Activist  
The  provision  in  a mea  a  n  rights  asure  pproved  by  Congress  punishes  huma  busers,  including  those  involved  in  

the death  of a Russia lan  wyer.  
By  Don  Lee  
Los Angeles Times,  December 7,  2012  
WASHINGTON  —Aft  hs  of  delays,  U.S.  lawmakers  finally  passed  a  t  h  Russia.  And  perhaps  no  one  waser  mont  rade  bill  wit  

as  deeply  moved  as  investor  William  Browder.  
His  emotions  had  nothing  t  h  t  ions  of  t  ion,  which  normalizes  t  ions  wito  do  wit he  commercial  implicat  he  legislat  rade  relat  h  

Russia  and  should  give  a  boos  t  ers  such  as  Cato  big  American  export  erpillar  Inc.  and  Deere  &  Co.  
Instead,  Browder’s  focus  was  entirely  on  a  provision  that  would  punish  Russians  accused  of  human  rights  abuses,  

specifically  those  involved  in  the  2009  deat  ime  Russian  lawyer,  Sergei  Magnith of his onet  sky.  
Since  Magnit  en  t  h  in  a  Russian  jail  cell  t  er  aut  ies  arrest  Browdersky  was  beat  o  deat  hree  years  ago,  aft  horit  ed  him  on  what  

believes  were  trumped-up  charges  of  fraud,  Browder  has  devoted  much  of  his  life  t elling  leaders  in  America  and  oto  t  her  
countries about Magnitsky’s story and the human rights problems in Russia.  

Every six weeks  over t  2 1/2 years,  Browder had  t  o Washingt  , hehe  last  raveled  from  his  home  in  London  t  on;  by  his  count  
has met wit  hird  of t  he House and half t  e.h one-t  he members of t  he Senat  

Aft he  Senat  ed  92  t  o  approve  t  he  House  last  h  and  is  expect  o  beer  t  e  vot  o  4  on  Thursday  t  he  bill,  which  cleared  t  mont  ed  t  
signed  by  President Obama,  Browder  could  hardly  contain  his  feelings.  

“This  is  really a tribute  to  Sergei Magnitsky.  I  was  touched  and  awed  that his  story would  have  such  a  visceral  impact on  
lawmakers in America,” he said from NewYork.  

Bu  t  heaterhe  Russian  Foreign Ministry was quick to condemn the passage of the measure,  comparing it to “a play in the T  
of the Absurd.”  

Congress  was  “just  motivated  by  a  vengeful  desire  to  settle  scores  with  Russia  for  its  principled  and  consistent  line  in  
foreign  affairs in favor of rigorously following international law,” the ministry said in a statement on its website.  

The  t  op  priorit  hough  t  ed  just  h  ofrade  bill  was  a  t  y  for  American  business  groups.  Even  t  he  U.S.  export  $8.3  billion  wort  
goods  to  Russia  last year  out of a  total  of $1 .5 trillion  globally,  American  companies  see  vast opportunities  in  the  world’s ninth-
largest economy,  with  a  sizable  middle  class  and  rich  resources.  

202  

Document  ID:  0.7.6033.10295-000004  

http://www.latimes.com/business/la-fi-senate-russia-trade-20121207,0,1292422.story


                 

                    


     
                 


               
                     

            
                 

                    


   
               


                   

  

                   

                 


          
      
                  


                     

              

        
               


                   

           

                   

                  

                         

             
             

                     

             

                     

                

           

           

       
  
     

               

     
    

    
                      


                     

     
                  


                    
                    


                       

      

  

t

t

t
t

t

t t

t
t

t
t

t

In  August  he  ranks  of  t  ion,  and  Congress  needed  t  Russia  permanent,  Russia  joined  t  he  World  Trade  Organizat  o  grant  
normal  trade  relations  in  order  for  U.S.  businesses  t ake  full  advant  he  lower  barriers  and  ot  openings  creato  t  age  of  t  her  market  ed  
byRussia’s entry into the WTO.  

Congress  could  have  t  ion  years  earlier  t  rade  relat  h  Russia.  But  en  oaken  act  o  normalize  t  ions  wit  lawmakers  were  cont  t  
leave  t  hey  were  because  it  hem  some  leverage  in  it  h  Russia.hings  as  t  gave  t  s  dealings  wit  

“It was the WTO that forced the hand of the United States,” said Jeffrey Mankoff,  deputy director of the Russia and Eurasia  
Program  a  t  er  for  St egic  and  Int  ional  St  on  t  ank.he  Cent  rat  ernat  udies,  a  Washingt  hink  t  

In  approving  the  new  trade  bill,  lawmakers  repealed  what  he  Jackson-Vanik  amendmentwas  known  as  t  ,  a  Cold  War  
measure  t  set  ions  on  American  t  h  t  Union  t  hat  her  minorit  hathat  condit  rade  wit he  former  Soviet  o  ensure  t  Jews  and  ot  ies  in  t  
count  e.ry  could  freely  emigrat  

The  Jackson-Vanik  amendment had  long  irked  Russian  leaders,  and  many  American  officials  agreed  t  he  rest ionha  t  rict  
had  become  obsolet  he  same  t  isfied  wit he  level  of  corrupt  se.  A  t  ime,  U.S.  officials  have  remained  dissat  h  t  ion  and  human  right  
violations  in  Russia.  

While  t  rade  bill  approved  Thursday  got  ant  eral  relat  he  Magnit  hs  hashe  t  rid  of  one  irrit  in  bilat  ions,  t  sky  provision  for  mont  
been  met wit  icism  and  t  s  of  ret  ory  act  sky  measure  would  penalizeh  sharp  crit  hreat  aliat  ion  from  Russian  leaders.  The  Magnit  
Russian  human  right  ors  by  wit  s.s  violat  hholding  visas  and  freezing  financial  asset  

The Russian ministry’s statement suggested possible retaliation.  
“We  don’t  want  to  discard  the  positive  achievements  in  our  bilateral  relations  reached  not  without  difficulty  over  the  last  

years,” the statement said.  “But we should be aware that the bill  adopted by the Senate will quite negatively affect the prospects  
of the bilateral cooperation. Naturally, the blame for that entirely lies with the United States.”  

Quiz:  What se  t  ernethe Int  on fire in 2012?  
Addit  ive  comment hough  probably  not  Vladimir  Put  ed,  said  Andersional  negat  ,  t  from  Russian  President  in,  should  be  expect  

Aslund,  a  senior  fellow  a  t  erson  Ins  it e  for  Int  ional  Economics.  Aslund  said  t  in  some  ways,  Russia  already  hadhe  Pet  ut  ernat  hat  
responded  by  pursuing  ant  i-human  right  ion.i-America  propaganda,  expelling  USAID  and  reinforcing  ant  s  legislat  

Mankoff  and  other  analysts  view  t  sky  measure  as  a  largely  symbolic  move.  Some  in  t  e  sough  the  Magnit  he  Senat  o  widen  
t  sky  provision  t  ries,  bu  t  o  be  insufficient  for  such  a  sweeping  measure.he  Magnit  o  include  all  count  here  appeared  t  support  

As for Russia,  it remains to be seen  how many people will be added to any kind of list for sanctions.  And it’s not clear how  
much  influence  t  raveling  t he  U.S.here  would  be  in  blocking  some  Russians  from  t  o  t  

“I don’t think it’s going to change the way the system operates,” Mankoff said.  
Browder,  for  his  part  ha  t  ion  would  have  a  powerful  effect  hat,  was  much  more  hopeful  t  he  new  legislat  .  He  said  he  hopes  t  

all  t  he  deat  sky  will  be  brough  t  .he people involved in  t  h ofMagnit  o light  
And  he  said  he  will  be  lobbying  ot  ries  — — to  enacther  count  Browder will be  talking  with Canada’s  parliament next week  

similar  legislat  hat  s  violat  able  and  put  s  like  Russia.ion  t  would  hold  human  right  ors  more  account  pressure  on  government  
“This is a huge deal,” he said.  “It hits their Achilles’ heel.”  
don.lee@latimes.com  
Times staffwriter Sergei L.  Loiko in  Moscow cont  ed t his reportribut  o t  .  

Congress  Votes To Repea  de Curbs On  Russial Tra  
By  Sudeep  Reddy  
Wall St  Journal, December 7,  2012reet  
Full-t  st  he  Wall  St  Journal  are  available  t  he  link.ext ories  from  t  reet  o  Journal  subscribers  by  clicking  t  

Strong Earthquake Strikes OffNorthea  pastern  Ja n  
By  Elaine  Kurt  ed  Pressenbach,  Associat  
Associated  Press,  December 7,  2012  
TOKYO  (AP)  —A  st  hquake  st  he  coast  heast  he  same  region  t  was  hitrong  eart  ruck  Friday  off  t  of  nort  ern  Japan  in  t  hat  by  a  

massive  eart  sunami  last  y  in  t  ed  t  a  small  t  ,  bu  here  were  nohquake  and  t  year.  A  cit  he  region  report  hat  sunami  had  hit  t  
immediat  s of injuries or damage.e  report  

The  Japan  Met  he  eart  ude  of  7.3  and  st  he  Pacific  Oceaneorological  Agency  said  t  hquake  had  a  preliminary  magnit  ruck  in  t  
off t  ofMiyagi prefect  5:18 p.m.  (0818 GMT).  The epicent  ers (6.2 miles) beneat he seabed.he coast  ure at  erwas 10 kilomet  h t  

Aft  he  quake,  which  caused  buildings  in  Tokyo  t  least  es,  aut  ies  issued  a  warning  t  aer  t  o  sway  for  at  several  minut  horit  hat  
tsunami potent  ers  (2.19 yards)  could hit  y in  Miyagi,  report  hat sunami  of 1  metially  as  high  as  2  met  .  Ishinomaki,  a  cit  ed  t  a  t  er  (1  
yard)  hit at 6:02  p.m.  (0902  GMT).  
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The  Pacific  Tsunami  Warning  Cent  here  was  no  risk  of  a  widespread  ter  said  t  sunami.  
Miyagi  prefectural  police  said  there  were  no  immediat  s  of  damage  or  injuries  from  t  sunami,  alte  report  he  quake  or  t  hough  

t  opped  in  some  places  traffic  was  being  st  o  check  on  roads.  
Short  he  eart  ruck,  NHK  t  o  warn  t  a  st  oly before t  hquake st  elevision broke off regular programming t  hat  rong quake was due t  

hit.  Afterward,  t  edly  urged  all  near  t  o  flee  the  announcer  repeat  he  coas  t  o  higher  ground.  
The  magnit  hquake  and  ensuing  t  hat  o  nort  ern  Japan  on  March  11 ,  2011 ,  killed  orude-9.0  eart  sunami  t  slammed  int  heast  

left missing  some 19,000 people, devastating much of the coast. All but two of Japan’s nuclear  plant  down  for  checkss  were  shut  
aft  he  eart  sunami  caused  melt  he  Fukushima  Dai-Ichi  nuclear plant  he  worst nuclear disaster sinceer t  hquake  and  t  downs  a  t  in  t  
t  er.he 1986 Chernobyl  disast  

Immediately following Friday’s quake,  there were no problems at any  of  t  s  operathe  nuclear  plant  ed  by  Fukushima  Dai-Ichi  
operat  ric  Power  Co.,  said  a  TEPCO  spokesman,  Takeo  Iwamotor  Tokyo  Elect  o.  

Copyright 2012  Associat  s  reserved.  This  mat  be  published,  broadcast  en,  ored  Press.  All  right  erial  may  not  ,  rewri  t  
redist  ed.ribut  

U.S.  Wa  's Pla  unchrships Moving To Monitor North Korea  nned Rocket La  
By  David  Alexander  
Reuters,  December 7,  2012  
Full-text st  ers  current  be  included  in  t  .  he  link  above  tories  from  Reut  ly  cannot  his  document You  may,  however,  click  t  o  

access  t  ory.he  st  

Images: SnowMay Ha  Lave Slowed NKorea unch Prep  
Associated  Press,  December 7,  2012  
SEOUL,  Sout  New sat e images show t  heavy snowfall  may have slowed Nort  launchh  Korea  (AP)  —  ellit  hat  h  Korean  rocket  

preparations  bu  that  ill  be  ready  for  lift  artPyongyang  could  st  off st ing  Monday.  
Analysis  of  GeoEye  satellite  images  from  Dec.  4  by  t  e  38  Nort  ion  wit  hKoreaTech  shows  the  websit  h  in  cooperat  h  Nort  hat  

snow  may  have  kept Pyongyang  from  erect  s  t  age  Unha  rocket  it  coast  e  by  Wednesday.  Thating  it hree-st  at s  west  launch  sit  
contradicts  Sout  s  t  he  rocket  up  by  th  Korean  media  report ha  t  had  been  set  hen.  

The  analysis  provided  t  ed  Press  was  wri  t  Nick  Hansen.o  The  Associat  en  by  imagery  expert  
Washington  believes  Pyongyang’s  rocket  launch  is  a  cover to  test  technology for  missiles  that  could  one  day  attack  the  

Unit  ated  St es.  
North  Korea says it want o launch  a peaceful  sat  e bets  t  ellit  ween  Monday  and  Dec.  22.  
Copyright 2012  Associat  s  reserved.  This  mat  be  published,  broadcast  en,  ored  Press.  All  right  erial  may  not  ,  rewri  t  

redist  ed.ribut  

US Wa  ted To Tra  unch By North Korearships  Reloca  ck Expected Rocket La  
By  Thom  Shanker  
NewYork Times,  December 7,  2012  
The  commander  of  American  military  forces  in  the  Pacific  region  said  Thursday  t  warships  equipped  withat  h  advanced  

radar  and  ot  ic-missile  defense  syt  ed  t  or  a  pot ial  rocket  h  Korea.her  ballist  ems  were  being  relocat  o  monit  ent  launching  by  Nort  
The  commander,  Adm.  Samuel  J.  Locklear  III,  said  t  ary  was  wat  he  expect  h  Koreanhe  American  milit  ching  for  t  ed  Nort  

operation  “very  closely,”  and  he  reiterated  that  the  launching  of any  long-range  missile  would  violat  ed  Nat  ye  Unit  ions  Securit  
Council  resolutions.  

Nort  urday  t  would  t o  launch  anot  before  t  he  year.  Theh  Korea  announced  on  Sat  ha  it  ry  t  her  long-range  rocket  he  end  of  t  
launching,  expected  sometime  between  Monday  and  Dec.  22,  would  commemorate  the  death  a  year  ago  of  North  Korea’s  
longtime  ruler,  Kim  Jong-il,  and  would  come  as  his  son  Kim  Jong-un,  the  current  empt o  build  crediblitleader,  a t  s t  y.  

During  a  Pent  he  relocat  heagon  news  conference  on  Thursday,  Admiral  Locklear  discussed  t  ion  of  American  warships  in  t  
Pacific  Ocean  and  acknowledged  the  assignment of  ballist  o  monitic-missile  defense  vessels  t  or,  and  learn  as  much  as  possible  
about  h  Korea.,  any  launching  by  Nort  

“It  should  seem  logical  that  we’ll  move  them  around  so  we  have  the  best  situational  awareness,”  Admiral  Locklear said.  
“And to the degree that those ships are capable of participating in  ballistic-missile  defense,  t  ion  t  o  be  ablehen  we  will  posit  hem  t  
to do that.” The  goal  would be  to  track a  missile  launch to determine  “what kind is it? What is it about? Where  does it go? Who  
does it threaten?” he said.  
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He  acknowledged  that  the  military’s  missile-defense  effort  he  Pacific  region  were  also  designed  ts  in  t  o  reassure  allies  
worried about North Korea’s missile capabilities, and had a role in homeland security for the United States.  

Although  North  Korea  says  it  o  loft  ellit  o  orbits  missile  launches  are  t  sat es  int  for  peaceful  purposes,  American  officials  
consider  t  est  echnology  for  int  inent  ic  missiles  t  could  event  o  carryhese  missions  a  cover  for  t ing  t  ercont  al  ballist  hat  ually  be  used  t  
nuclearweapons.  

In North Korea’s most recent launching of such a rocket,  in April, the  missile  disintegrated  short  er  tly  aft akeoff.  
T a  he  unlikelyhe Navy’s missile  defense ships carry interceptors that are capable of shooting down  long-range  missile  in  t  

even  t  his  was  called  for.ha  t  

Horrific Fire Revealed AGap In  Sa  l Brafety ForGloba  nds  
By  Jim  Yardley  
NewYork Times,  December 7,  2012  
ASHULIA,  Bangladesh  —  ered  t  ony  of  t  ory.  Hundreds  ofThe  fire  alarm  sha  t  he  monot  he  Tazreen  Fashions  fact  

seamstresses  looked  up  from  their  machines,  st led.  On  t  hird  floor,  Shima  Akht  ching  hoods  ontart  he  t  er  Pakhi  had  been  s it  o  
fleece  jacket  o  a  sts.  Now  she  ran  t  aircase.  

Bu  two  managers  were  blocking  the  way.  Ignore  t  hey  ordered.  It  a  t .  Back  the  alarm,  t  was  just  est  o  work.  A  few  women  
laughed  nervously.  Ms.  Pakhi  and  other  workers  returned  t heir  sewing  t  ch  a  hood  t  in  abouto  t  ables.  She  could  s  it  o  a  jacket  90  
seconds.  She  arranged  t  y  seconds.  Again.  Ninethe  fabric  under  her  machine.  Ninet  y  more  seconds.  She  sewed  six  pieces,  
maybe  seven.  

Then  she  looked  up.  
Smoke  was  filt  hrough  t  hree  st  wo  managers  had  vanished.  Powerering  up  t  he  t  aircases.  Screams  rose  from  below.  The  t  

suddenly  went ou  t  he  eight ory  building.  There  was  nowhere  t  aircases  led  down  int he  fire.  Ironhroughou  t  -st  o  escape.  The  st  o  t  
grilles  blocked  the  windows.  A  man  cowering  in  a  fifth-floor  bat  her  t ell  her  he  was  abou  throom  called  his  mot  o  t  o  die.  

“We all panicked,” Ms. Pakhi said.  “It spread so quickly. And there was no electricity. It was totally dark.”  
Tazreen  Fashions  Ltd.  operated  a  he  beginning  of  t  hat  hes  made  in  Bangladesh  tt  he  global  supply  chain  t  delivers  clot  o  

stores  in  Europe  and  the  Unit  at  he  fact  a  safe  place  t  y  preparated  St es.  By  any  measure,  t  ory  was  not  o  work.  Fire  safet  ions  were  
woefully  inadequate.  The  building  itself  was  under  const  ion  —  inued  inside  —  and  mounds  ofruct  even  as  sewing  work  cont  
flammable  yarn  and  fabric  were  illegally  st  he  ground  floor  near  elect  ors.ored  on  t  rical  generat  

Yet Tazreen  was  ers  latmaking  clothing  destined  for some  of the  world’s  top  retailers.  On  the  third  floor,  where  firefight  er  
recovered  69  bodies,  Ms.  Pakhi  was  s  itching  sweater  jacket  he  fifts  for  C&A,  a  European  chain.  On  t  h  floor,  workers  were  making  
Faded  Glory  short  .  Ten  bodies  were  recovered  t  he  sixt  downs  for  Walmart  here.  On  t  h  floor,  a  man  named  Hashinur  Rahman  put  
his  work  making  True  Desire  lingerie  for  Sears  and  event  hers.  Inside  one  factually  helped  save  scores  of  ot  ory  office,  labor  
activists  found  order  forms  and  drawings  for  a  licensee  of  t  ed  St es  Marine  Corps  t  makes  commercial  apparel  withe  Unit  at  hat  h  
the Marines’ logo.  

In  all,  112  workers  were  killed  in  a  blaze  last mont hat  among  global  cloth  t  has  exposed  a  glaring  disconnect  hing  brands,  
t  oring syst  o prot  workers and t  ories act  he orders.  Aft he fire,  Walmart  herhe  monit  em  used  t  ect  he  fact  ually  filling  t  er  t  ,  Sears  and  ot  
ret  he  same  st ling  admission:  They  say  t  know  t  Tazreen  Fashions  was  making  t  hing.ailers  made  t  art  hey  did  not  hat  heir  clot  

But who,  t  imat  hings  go  so  wrong?hen,  is  ult  ely  responsible  when  t  
The  global  apparel  industry  aspires  to  operat  h  account  y  t  ext  ant  ories  t  ail  ste  wit  abilit hat  ends  from  dist  fact  o  ret  ores.  Big  

brands  demand  that fact  ed  by  accredit  ing  firms  so  t  he  brands  can  cont  y  and  understories  be  inspect  ed  audit  ha  t  rol  qualit  and  
how,  where and by whom  their goods are made.  If a factory does not  er,  it  supposed t  orders from  Westpass  must  is  not  o  get  ern  
customers.  

Tazreen  Fashions  was  one  of  many  clothing  factories  t  exist  he  margins  of  t  em.  Facthat  on  t  his  syst  ory  bosses  had  been  
faulted  for  violations  during  inspect  ed  on  behalf  of  Walmart  t  of  tions  conduct  and  a  he  behest  he  Business  Social  Compliance  
Init ive,  a  European  organizatiat  ion.  

Yet Tazreen  Fashions  received  orders  anyway,  slipping  t  he  gaps  in  t  em  by  delivering  t  s  andhrough  t  he  syst  he  low  cost  
quick  t  hat  and  consumers  demand.  C&A,  t  ailer,  has  confirmed  ordering  220,000urnarounds  t  buyers  — —  he  European  ret  
sweaters from  the  factory.  But much  of the  factory’s  business  came  through  opaque  networks of subcontracts  with  suppliers  or  
local  buying  houses.  Labor  activists,  combing  t  e  of  t  er,  found  labels,  order  forms,  design  drawings  and  arthe  sit  he  disast  icles  of  
clothing  from  many  global  brands.  

Walmart and  Sears  have  since  said  t  he  suppliers  t  subcont  ed  work  t  some  crithey  fired  t  hat  ract  o  Tazreen  Fashions.  Yet  ics  
have  quest  ,  one  of  t  wo  biggest  s  sophist  edioned  how  a  company  like  Walmart  he  t  buyers  in  Bangladesh  and  renowned  for  it  icat  
global  supply  syst  he  connectem,  could have been  unaware of t  ion.  
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The  factory’s  owner,  Delowar  Hossain,  said  his  managers  arranged  work  through  local  middlemen.  “We  don’t  know  the  
buyers,” Mr. Hossain said in an  he local man is important. T  — I don’t care.”interview.  “T  he buyer  

Bangladesh is now a garment manufacturing giant,  the world’s second-leading  apparel  exporter,  behind  China,  which  is  no  
longer  t  place  t  he  lowest  wages  in  t  hehe  cheapest  o  make  many  basic  goods.  Bangladesh  has  t  garment  he  world,  and  many  of  t  
Tazreen  factory’s  victims  were  young  rural  women  with  little  education,  who  earned  as  little  as  $45  a month  in  an  industry  that  
now  account  s.s for $19 billion  in  export  

In  Bangladesh,  public out  he fire has boiled  over.  An  est  ed 100,000 people a t  he burial  ceremony ofrage  abou  t  imat  ended  t  
53  workers  whose  bodies  could  not be  ident  ry  leaders  have  promised  financial  support  he  familiesified.  Indust  for  survivors  and  t  
of the dead.  The Bangladeshi government has started inspecting the  country’s 4,500 garment factories;  it has already found fire  
code  violations  in  almost a  t  he  hundreds  ithird  of t  has examined.  

“Now  we  have  to  do  much  more,”  said  Mohammad  Shafiul  Islam  Mohiuddin,  president  of  the  Bangladesh  Garment  
Manufacturers and Exporters Association,  conceding past failures.  “We have learned. We start from here.”  

In  the United St es,  Labor Secret  he  Tazreen  blaze  t he 1911  Triangle  shirt  factat  ary  Hilda  L.  Solis  compared  t  o  t  waist  ory  fire  
in  New  York,  which  led  t  shops.  In  Bangladesh,  fact  ento  sweeping  reforms  of  American  sweat  ory  fires  have  been  a  persist  
problem,  with  the  Int  ional  Labor  Right  han  600  garment workers  have  died  in  such  fires  since  2005.ernat  s  Forum  saying  more  t  

And  even  azreen  on Bangladesh’s garment sector to increase wages andbefore the T  blaze,  outside pressure was building  
ease  restrictions  on  union  organizing.  Secret  at  on,  along  wit  s,  has  urged  tary  of  St e  Hillary  Rodham  Clint  h  European  diplomat  he  
governmen  t  igat he unsolved  murder of a labor organizer,  Aminul Islam.o  invest  e  t  

In  reconst  ing  t  erviewed  more  t  wo  dozen  survivors;  relat  heruct  he  deadly  blaze,  The  New  York  Times  int  han  t  ives  of  t  
vict  fact  ors;  and  ot  he  end,  analyst  heims;  Bangladeshi  fire  officials;  garment  ory  owners  and  managers;  audit  hers.  In  t  s  said,  t  
conflagration  was  a  tragic  byproduct  ry  in  which  global  brands  and  retof  an  indust  ailers,  encouraged  by  hundreds  of  millions  of  
consumers  around  t  ill  primarily  mot  ed  by  t  om  line.he  world,  are  st  ivat  he  bo  t  

“We  as  consumers  like  to  be  able  to  buy  er  quan  itever-great  ies  of  ever-cheaper  goods,  every  year,”  said  Richard  M.  
Locke,  deputy dean  of the M.I.T Sloan  School  of Management.  “Somebody is bearing  the cost of it,  and  don’t want to  know.  we  
about it. The people bearing the cost were in this fire.”  

‘Precious’ Escape Time Is Lost  
Several  months  ago,  Shima  Akhter  Pakhi  was  summoned  t he  sixto  t  h  floor  of  Tazreen  Fashions.  Ms.  Pakhi,  24,  had  

worked  a  t  ory  for  t  h  she  sent money  back  to  her  family  in  rural  Bangladesh.  Now  she  earned  ahe  fact  hree  years,  and  every  mont  
mont  h  overt  he  sixt  apping  her  for  fire  safet  y.hly base salary of $51 ,  maybe $20 more wit  ime.  Up on  t  h floor,  managers were t  y dut  

When  Ms.  Pakhi  st ed  at  he  fact  hree  floors,  bu  he  owner  was  adding  five  upper  floors  inart  Tazreen,  t  ory  had  only  t  t  
expect ion  t  business  would  grow.  The  empt  h  floor  was  nearly  t  ball  field.  Ms.  Pakhi  and  aat  hat  y,  unfinished  sixt  he  size  of  a  foot  
few  ot  inguishers  and  t  o  remove  t  he  handle  and  spray.  They  wereher  employees  were  handed  fire  ext  augh  t  he  pin,  squeeze  t  
also  t  hat  he  case  of  a  fire  on  upper  floors,  employees  should  evacuat  he  st  opold  t  in  t  e  down  t  aircases  in  descending  order  from  t  
t  om.o  bo  t  

“They did not tell us what we would do if the fire started on the ground floor,” Ms. Pakhi recalled.  
Fire  investigators  say  t  ed  on  t  er  st  fire.  Had  the  blaze  erupt  he  cavernous  ground  floor  aft  acks  of  yarn  and  fabric  caught  he  

fabric  been  st  he  fire  could  have  been  cont  he  workers  couldored  in  an  enclosed,  fireproof  room,  as  required  by  law,  t  ained  and  t  
have  escaped.  

Inst  he  blaze  spread  quickly,  pushing  up  t  aircases,  along  wit oxic  fumes  from  burning  acrylic.  Invest  orsead,  t  he  st  h t  igat  
discovered  that few  fire  ext  ast  ake  by  initinguishers  had  been  used.  And,  finally,  managers  made  a  cat rophic  mist  ially  dismissing  
the  fire  alarm.  

“They killed  time,”  said  Abu  Nayeem  Mohammad  Shahidullah,  the  director general  of Bangladesh’s  national  fire  service.  
“Time was so precious, so important. But they said it was a false alarm.”  

Mr.  Hossain,  t  ory  owner,  said  in  a  separat  erview  wit  hat  know  whyhe  fact  e  int  h  Bangladeshi  news  media  t  he  did  not  
managers  on  the  floor  would  have  tried  t  op  employees  from  leaving  t  ory.  He  added  t  none  of  t  es  in  to  st  he  fact  hat  he  gat  he  
staircases  were  locked.  

Managers  had  been  preparing  the  factory  for  inspect  aged  a  drill  a  few  days  before  tions  from  buyers  and  st  he  fire,  several  
employees  said.  Ms.  Pakhi  said  managers  had  even  displayed  phot  he  fire  t  in  boards.ographs of t  raining  session  on  bullet  

“I think they took the pictures and hung them on the board to show the buyers,” she said. “They would  see  the  pictures  and  
think they have trained people to fight fires. But personally, I don’t think I  could fight fires with this training.”  

Tazreen  Fashions  is  part of  a  larger  garment  e,  t  least half  a  dozen  apparelconglomerat  he  Tuba  Group,  which  owns  at  
factories in  Bangladesh.  Mr.  Hossain  said  a team  from Walmart’s local  office conducted  a compliance audit last year and faulted  
the  factory  for  excessive  overt  ion  of  fire  safet  her  issues.  Moreover,  he  said,  time,  while  making  no  ment  y  or  ot  he  local  buying  
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houses  had  also  inspect  he  fact  ant  ,  he  assumed,  t  and  t  her  globaled  and  approved  t  ory,  t amount  o  approval  from  Walmart  he  ot  
brands  t  ed.hese  middlemen  represent  

Kevin  Gardner,  a  azreenWalmart spokesman,  said the company stopped  authorizing production  at T  “many months before  
the fire.” But he did  not say why.  Accredited outside auditors inspected the factory on  Walmart’s behalf at least twice in  2011 ,  he  
said.  T  hree months later,  thehat May,  auditors gave the factory an  “orange” rating,  meaning there were “higher-risk violations.” T  
factory’s grade improved to “yellow,” meaning there were “medium-risk violations.”  

Sears,  in  a  st ement  s  supplier “was not authorized”  to produce goods at the T  factory and  that it had doneat  , said it  azreen  
so “in violation” ofSears’s rules.  

But  David  Hasanat,  the  chairman  of  the  Viyellatex  Group,  one  of  the  country’s  most  highly  regarded  garment  
manufact  ed  ou  hat  ailers  oft  ories  t  he  scale  ofurers,  point  t  global  apparel  ret  en  depend  on  hundreds  of  fact  o  fill  orders.  Given  t  
work,  ret  ly  place  orders  t  her  middlemen  who,  in  t  eer  work  t  ories  t  deliver  lowailers  frequent  hrough  suppliers  and  ot  urn,  st  o  fact  hat  
costs  —  a  pract  he  said  is  hardly  unknown  to  Western  retailers  and  clothing  brands.  Tice  he  order  for  Walmart’s  Faded Glory  
shorts,  documents show,  was  subcontracted from  Simco  Bangladesh Ltd.,  a local garment maker.  “It is an  open  secret to allow  
factories to do that,” Mr. Hasanat said.  “End of the day, for them it is the price that matters.”  

A Friend Shouts, ‘Save Us!’  
On  the  sixth  floor,  Hashinur  Rahman  heard  t  o  a  st  hers  had  been  making  sathe  screams  and  rushed  t  aircase.  He  and  ot  iny  

lingerie,  bu  t  a  manager  and  began  descending  int hicker  and  t  he  manager  wouldhey  pushed  past  o  t  hicker  smoke.  Ignoring  t  
save  their  lives.  

The  fact  have  ceiling  sprinklers  or  an  out  er  concluded  t  he  t  aircases  onory  did  not  door  fire  escape.  Fire  officials  lat  ha  t  wo  st  
the  eastern  side  of  t  h  fire  and  t  officials  say  t  ern  sthe  building  were  quickly  overwhelmed  wit  oxic  smoke.  But  he  lone  west  aircase  
remained  passable  for  many  minut  e  for  many  survivors.  About  hates  and  provided  an  escape  rout  1 ,150  people  were  working  t  
night  he  roughly  300  workers  on  t  o  escape  down  t  airs,  fire  officials  said., and  all  of t  he second floormanaged t  he st  

Mr.  Rahman,  32,  had  barely  made  it out  he  building,  along  wit  wasof  t  h  many  of  his  colleagues,  when  his  cellphone  rang.  It  
a friend  who worked  on  t  hird floor.  Hundreds of people were the  t  rapped.  

“Save us!” the friend shouted. “Help us!”  
Mr.  Rahman  said  he  ran  to  the  narrow  alley that  separated  the  factory’s  western  wall  from  a building  under construction.  

The  gap  was  maybe  five  feet  he  west  h  ricket  hey  could  put.  Work  crews  had  covered  t  ern  wall  wit  y  bamboo  scaffolding  so  t  
plast  he  ext  he  st  ory.er on  t  erior of t  ill-unfinished Tazreen  fact  

Mr.  Rahman  climbed  t  o  a  t  h  an  iron  grille.  He  leapt  o  a  concret  hehe  bamboo  t  hird-floor  window  covered  wit  ont  e  slab  of  t  
new  building  and  found  a  brick.  He  began  smashing  t  rying  t  open.  He  looked  inside  and  saw  his  co-workers’he  grille,  t  o  break  it  
desperat  he  room  where  samples  were  made  and  sen  o  buyers  for  final  approval,  and  t  ood  one  faces.  They  were  in  t  t  hey  st  
sewing  t  ically  on  tables,  pulling  frant  he  grille.  

One  seamstress,  who  goes  by  a  single  name,  Rahima,  had  tried  t  he  t  airwell  but began  chokingo  escape  t  hird  floor  by  a  st  
on  smoke.  As  the  smoke  thickened,  Ms.  Rahima  said,  she  fell  t he  floor.  Then  people  to  t  rampled  her.  

“When  I fell down,  and the people were stepping  on  me,  I did not think I  would  survive,” she recalled.  “But then  I thought of  
my daughter.”  

Ms.  Rahima  had  been  married  to  a  husband  who  beat her.  When  t  er  was  born  five  years  ago,  their  daught  he  husband  fled.  
Ms.  Rahima  left her  village  t  he  garment  ry,  which  has  provided  an  escape  from  grinding  rural  poverto  find  work  in  t  indust  y  for  
millions  of  women  like  her  in  Bangladesh  and  around  the  world.  She  moved  into  a  rent  h  her  t  ers  and  got a  jobed  room  wit  wo  sist  
at Tazreen.  In  the village, Ms.  Rahima’s parents cared for her daughter while she sent backmoney.  Two days before the fire, the  
li t  .le  girl  arrived  for  a  rare  visit  

“I got my strength, and I stood up,” Ms.  Rahima said. “I  ran to the sample room.”  
Finally,  the  iron  grille  gave  way.  
A  few  men  jumped  t he  concret  he  adjacent  he  scaffolding,  t  heo  t  e  slab  of  t  building.  Leaning  agains  t  hey  reached  across  t  

gap  t  he  leap.  Women  went  .  Ms.  Rahima  made  it across.  So  did  Ms.  Pakhi.  On  other  floors,  peopleo  help  co-workers  make  t  first  
smashed  open  windows  or  t  exhaust  int he  darkness.  Some  landed  on  t  al  roofs  of  nearbyore  out  fans  and  leapt  o  t  he  met  
shant  he  ground.ies.  Some  landed  on  t  

And  some  never  made  it out at all.  
Son Phones ‘Ma’ Before Dying  
As  word  spread,  people  raced  to  the  fact  hers,  fat  hrong  story:  mot  hers,  husbands,  wives  and  gawkers.  Soon  a  t  ood  

beneat he  building,  t  he  cruel  brilliance  of  t  her  own  fact  oh  t  heir  faces  glowing  in  t  he  flames.  Golapi  Begum  left  ory  job  and  raced  t  
Tazreen  Fashions  t  he  fift  ared  up  a  t  ory  ando find her son,  Palash Mian.  He was 18 and  worked  on  t  h floor.  Ms.  Begum  st  he fact  
shrieked.  
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Then  her  cellphone  rang.  It was  her  son.  
“Ma, I have no way to save my life,” he told her. “I  cannot find any way to get out. I am in the bathroom of the fifth floor.  I  am  

wearing  a  black  T-shirt. And I have a shirt wrapped around mywaist. You will find me in the bathroom.”  
He  hung  up.  He  called  his  fat  dead.her,  as  well  as  several  friends.  Then  his  phone  went  
“I became insane,” his mother said.  “I  spent the whole night in  front  he  main  gat  he  fact  heof  t  e  of  t  ory.  I  was  screaming  all  t  

time.”  
She  found  him  t  day.  Rescuers  had  lined  up  all  t  he  grounds  of  a  nearby  school.  Familyhe  next  he  recovered  bodies  on  t  

members  unzipped  bag  aft  he  charred  human  remainser  bag,  searching.  One  husband  looking  in  vain  for  his  young  wife  said  t  
looked  like  chunks  of  coal.  

But Ms.  Begum  unzipped  a  bag  and  found  her  son.  She  recognized  his  face.  And  he  was  wearing  a  black  T-shirt.  
She  collect  urned  i  t heir  village,  where  he  was  buried.ed  his  body  and  ret  o  t  
Julfikar  Ali  Manik  cont  ed  report  even  Greenhouse  from  New  York.ribut  ing  from  Ashulia,  and  St  

Tha  rged With MurderOverCrai Ex-Premier Cha  ckdown  In  2010  
By  Thomas  Fuller  
NewYork Times,  December 7,  2012  
HONG  KONG  —  er  of  Thailand,  Abhisit  h  murder  on  Thursday  inThe  former  prime  minist  Vejjajiva,  was  charged  wit  

connect  h his role in a milit  igovernment  est  wo and  a half years ago.ion  wit  ary  crackdown  on  ant  prot ers  in  Bangkok  t  
T  hailand’s  Department  of Special Investigation,  said Mr.  Abhisit  and his  deputy had issuedharit Pengdit,  the  director of T  

“orders that caused the deaths ofmany people.”  
Mr.  Abhisit was  charged  in  t  axi  driver  whose  case  is  one  of  t  from  t  est ohe  killing  of  Phan  Khamkong,  a  t  he  first  he  prot s  t  

advance through the court  han  90 people were killed in t  of ts.  More  t  he  violence,  most  hem  civilians.  
“Even  though  there  was  already loss  of life,  the  operations  were  not stopped  and  other methods  were  not implemented,”  

Mr.  Tharit said  at a  news  briefing  in  Bangkok.  
Mr.  T  no  he  soldiers  who  fired  at  est  heyharit said that “at this stage”  charges would be brought against t  prot ers,  because  t  

acted  under  orders  and  were  shielded  under  Thai  law.  
The  capital’s  streets  have  remained  largely  calm  since  the  violence,  which  took place  in  April  and  May 2010,  but political  

t  ill  simmering  among  t  ,  whose  Democrat  y  lost  ion  lastensions  are  st  he  main  power  brokers.  Mr.  Abhisit  Part  in  a  general  elect  
year,  has found himself on  t  ical ba t  o t  s.he  defensive  as  polit  les  have  moved  int he  court  

Crucially  for  Mr.  Abhisit,  the  levers  of  power  in  T  in  the  hands  of  the  party  allied  with  the  “red  shirt”hailand  are  now  
prot ers who were swept  he 2010 crackdown.est  from  Bangkok  during  t  

Chavanond Intarakomalyasut,  a spokesman  for the Democrat Party,  described the murder charge as an  “attempt to distort  
the judicial system.”  

He accused civil servants of “shamelessly” seeking to “advance their careers” by aligning themselves wit  icians.h  ruling  polit  
If found guilty,  the men could face t  h penalt  ence of up the  deat  y  or  a  sent  o  life  in  prison.  

The  government of  Prime  Minist  ra  has  proposed  t  y  in  connect  h  ter  Yingluck  Shinawat  he  idea  of  a  broad  amnest  ion  wit he  
prot s.  Oppositest  ion  politicians say they believe the government is hoping to pave the way for Ms.  Yingluck’s brother,  the former  
prime  minister  Thaksin  Shinawatra,  t  urn.  Mr.  Thaksin,  who  was  overt  ary  coup  in  2006,  was  sento  ret  hrown  in  a  milit  enced  in  
absent o  t  side  Thailand.ia  t wo years in  prison  for abuse of power in  2008 and  has remained  out  

Mr.  T  a  hailand’s political  turmoil.  His supporters,  farmers and  middle-class  Thais  basedhaksin  has been  central figure  in  T  
in  t  h  and  nort  ,  are  pi  t  a  powerful  elit  ed  in  part  .he  nort  heast  ed  against  e  and  urban  Thais,  represent  by  Mr.  Abhisit  

Many of the  “red  shirt”  protesters  who  clashed  with  the  military in  2010  were  haksin.  A report into  thesupporters  of Mr.  T  
violence  released  in  Sept  commission  blamed  bot  hs  during  t  hatember  by  an  independent  h  sides  for  deat  he  clashes.  A  group  t  
was allied with the protesters and hid among them, known as the “black shirts,” was armed.  

In  recent mont  i-Thaksin  groups  have  sought o  reet  ics  and  called  for  anot  anhs  ant  t revive  st  polit  her  coup.  But  
antigovernment prot  led by a formermilit  montest  ary  officer  last  h  fizzled.  

Poypit  at  ribut  ing  from  Bangkok.i  Amat ham  cont  ed  report  

Hong Kong’s Leader Seeks To Ease Concerns About Mainland China’s Influence  
By  Keith  Bradsher  
NewYork Times,  December 7,  2012  

208  

Document  ID:  0.7.6033.10295-000004  

http://www.nytimes.com/2012/12/07/world/asia/thai-ex-premier-charged-with-murder-over-crackdown-in-2010.html?ref=world
http://www.nytimes.com/2012/12/07/world/asia/hong-kongs-leader-seeks-to-ease-concerns-about-china.html?ref=world


                  

                  


 
                 


                  

                  


  
                    


       
                 


                    

      

                     

                 

                
                    


                       

                 


                
                  


                   
                  


                 

            

                   

                    


                    
          

                      

                       


                   

                    


                    

                   


                  

                


 
             

                   

                      


                  

                      

       

          
    

   
                 


              
    

                     

  

t

t

t

t t

t

HONG  KONG  — Seeking  t  mainland  Chinese  cont  he  chief  executo  address  a  local  backlash  against  rol,  t  ive  of  Hong  Kong  
called  Thursday  for  closer  relations  with  t  also  emphasized  his  willingness  t  s  on  mainland  visithe  mainland  but  o  impose  limit  ors  
and  investors.  

From  Int  post  ing  mainlanders  as  locust  o  t  ish  colonial  flags  aternet  ings  depict  s  despoiling  Hong  Kong  t he  waving  of  Brit  
st  demonst ions,  resent  of  mainland  influence  swelled  t  reached  a  peak  in  lat  ens  ofreet  rat  ment  his  year.  It  e  summer,  when  t  
thousands of demonstrat  ook t he st  s repeat  o prot  plans t  roduce a pat ic educat  olling tors  t  o  t  reet  edly  t  est  o  int  riot  ion  program  ext  he  
Chinese  Communist Party.  

The hostility ofmany Hong Kong residents toward Beijing has put the territory’s leaders in an awkward position,  as they are  
largely  select  e  policies  closely.ed  by  Beijing  and  coordinat  

Leung  Chun-ying,  the  chief  executive  since  July  1 ,  has  been  t  of  part  icism  from  many  residenthe  subject  icular  skept  s  
because  he  has  a  long  hist  ion  wit  ive  career  asory of close associat  h mainland  officials.  He pursued  a highly successful  and lucrat  
a  real  est e  surveyor  before  ent  ics.at  ering  polit  

But Mr.  Leung  has  also  t  mont  o  limi  he  mainland  presence  in  Hong  Kong.  Heaken  a  series  of  measures  in  recent  hs  t  t  
wit  he  pat ic  educat  rict  rains  t  raders  fromhdrew  t  riot  ion  plan.  He  has  used  baggage  rest ions  on  municipal  t  o  discourage  mainland  t  
emptying  shelves  in  low-tax  Hong  Kong  and  cart  he  goods  back  across  t  o  ting  t  he  border  t he  mainland.  

Mr.  Leung  has  imposed  a  ban  on  mainland  mot  hs  at  als  st ing  on  Jan.  1 .  Andhers  from  scheduling  birt  Hong  Kong  hospit  art  
his  administration  has  just  axes  of  up  t  on  purchases  of  homes  in  Hong  Kong  by  anyone  who  is  not aimposed  t  o  20  percent  
permanent resident  o  address  worries  about  y.  Mainland  invest  ing  for  at,  an  effor  t  housing  affordabilit  ors  had  been  account  least  
a fifth of the city’s overall real estate transactions and a much higher proportion  of high-end  purchases.  

Michael  DeGolyer,  a  political  analyst at  ist  y,  said  t  hese  measures  were  st ing  tHong  Kong  Bapt Universit  ha  t  art  o  allay  local  
worries about mainland domination.  “It has lessened in terms of the concern of its just overwhelming Hong Kong,” he said.  

In  a  rare  speech  specifically  addressing  relat  h  Beijing,  Mr.  Leung  said  Thursday  t  he  hoped  t  ionsions  wit  hat  o  improve  relat  
by emphasizing  better communications  between  Hong  Kong  and  the  mainland.  “It is  without doubt our most important  bilateral  
relationship, and one we must treat with the utmost respect,” Mr. Leung said.  

Mr.  Leung  sought to assuage concerns that close contact with the mainland  would hurt the territory’s ability to maintain  the  
separate  economic  and  judicial  system  t  it preserved  after Britain  returned it to  Chinese  rule  in  1997.  “T  not  meanhat  his  does  
surrendering  our autonomy,  it means making  the  most of our high degree  of autonomy defined in  the Basic Law,” the  territory’s  
mini-Cons  it ion,  he  said  in  a  speech  a  tut  he  Foreign Correspondents’ Club.  

Hong  Kong  has  no  sales  tax  and  virtually  no  import  ies,  while  China  has  dut  or  more  on  many  importdut  ies  of  20  percent  s  
plus  a value-added  tax  of 17 percent. The  combined  t  e of about  —  s  t  axes  —ax  rat  40  percent  China  even  collect axes  on  t  has  
prompted  large  numbers  of  mainland  visitors  t  rips  t  s  complain  to  go  on  shopping  t  o  Hong  Kong.  Many  Hong  Kong  resident  hat  
t  ores  if  t  heir  own  dialect  ead  of  t  hehey  receive  poor  service  in  st  hey  speak  t  inst  he  Mandarin  Chinese  widely  spoken  on  t  
mainland.  

Another  concern  has  been  a surge  of mainland  women  who  come  to  Hong  Kong  to  give  birth,  to  avoid  China’s  one-child  
policy and  also obtain  free education,  nearly free medical  care and Hong Kong passport  heir offspring.  Nearly 150 counts  for  t  ries  
and  territories  offer  visa-free  or  visa-on-arrival  ent  o  Hong  Kong  passport  difficul  try  t  holders,  while  mainland  China  makes  it  o  
obtain  a  passport and  many  count  izens,  fearing  t  large-scale  immigratries  require  visas  for  mainland  Chinese  cit  hat  ion  would  
otherwise  ensue.  

Mainland  mot  ed  for  46  percent  he  birt  year.hers account  of t  hs in  Hong Kong last  
Mr.  Leung’s  ban  on  the  scheduling  of deliveries  by  mainland  mothers  at  Hong  Kong  hospitals  as  of January has  raised  

fears  t  mainland  mot  as  t  art  o  give  birt  hey  cannot  urned  away.hat  hers  may  show  up  anyway  just  hey  are  st ing  t  h,  when  t  be  safely  t  
Referring  t he  adjacent  y  of  Shenzhen,  and  drawing  an  unusual  comparison  t  rol,  Mr.  Leungo  t  mainland  Chinese  cit  o  gun  cont  
sought  to  allay  these  fears  by  saying,  that  “If  we  could  and  we  did  effectively  st  heop,  for  example,  guns  from  coming  over  t  
border from Shenzhen, we could stop pregnant ladies.”  

La  rine: Cha  n Jailtest Hell For Ex-U.S.  Ma  ined To Bed In  Mexica  
By  Tim  Johnson,  Mcclatchy  Newspapers  
McClatchy,  December 7,  2012  
As  a  U.S.  Marine,  Jon  Hammar  endured  night  ension  pat  he  war-ravaged  streets of Iraq’s Fallujah.  When  hemarish  t  rolling  t  

came  home,  the  brutalit  ill  pinging  around  his  brain,  menty ofwar st  al peace proved  elusive.  
Surfing  provided  t  e.he  only  respit  
“The only time Hammar is not losing his mind is when he’s on the water,” said a fellowMarine veteran, Ian McDonough.  
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Hammar and McDonough devised a plan: T  he  surfboards  and  drive  from  they’d buy a used motor home, load  on  t  he  Miami  
area to Costa Rica to find “someplace to be left alone, someplace far off the grid,” McDonough said.  

They  made  i  to  only  the  Mexican  border.  Hammar  is  in  a  Mat  ime  chained  tamoros  prison,  where  he  spends  much  of  his  t  o  
a bed and facing death threats from gangsters.  He’s off the grid, for sure, in walking distance of the U.S. border. But it’s more  of a  
black  hole  t  o  heal  a  than  a  place  t  roubled  soul.  

The  reason  might seem  ludicrous.  Hammar  t  gun  intook  a  six-decade-old  shot  o  Mexico.  The  .410  bore  Sears  &  Roebuck  
shot  o  his  great  her.  The  firearm  had  been  handed  down  t  he  generat  hadgun  once  belonged  t  -grandfat  hrough  t  ions,  and  it  
become  almost a  part  able  for  shoot  s.ofHammar,  suit  ing birds and  rabbit  

But Mexican  prosecut  t  he  1972  Winnebago  mot  he  U.S.ors  who  looked  a  he  disassembled  relic  in  t  or  home  dismissed  t  
registration  papers  Hammar  had  filled  out  h  a  serious  crime:  possession  of  a  weapon  rest ed  for  use  t.  They  charged  him  wit  rict  o  
Mexico’s armed forces.  

Hammar  isn’t the only American  accused  of questionable gun-related  charges at Mexico’s border.  Last April,  a truck driver  
who  was  carrying  ammunition  through  Texas  got  near  t  o  Mexico  t  urn  and  was  forced  tlost  he  border,  dipped  int  o  make  a  U-t  o  
spend  more  t  hs  in  jail.han  six  mont  

It’s been  months since Hammar’s Aug.  13 arrest,  and his former Marine comrades are livid  and dumbfounded,  impotent to  
help.  

“It’s  heartbreaking.  T  a guy who  I served  with in  numerous  combat situations,  and he  was  one  of the  best we  had,”his  is  
said  vet  .  James  Garcia.eran  Marine  Sgt  

Hammar,  27,  joined  t  o  Afghanisthe  Marines  and  deployed  t  an  and  Iraq  before  receiving  an  honorable  discharge  in  2007,  
serving  another  four  years  in  inactive  reserve.  In  Fallujah,  one  of  t  dangerous  cithe  most  ies  in  Iraq,  Hammar’s  Marine  battalion  
was  hit hard,  wit  ion  and  more  th 13 killed in  act  han  100 wounded,  Garcia said.  

“T  were  carhere  days where it was like,  dude,  I may not make it out of here,”  Garcia  said.  “If it wasn’t the  IEDs,  it was the  
bombs  or  the  suicide bombs.”  

In  Afghanistan,  the  Marine  unit  y  for  President  ect  ion  polls  and  disruptprovided  securit  Hamid  Karzai,  prot ed  elect  ed  
insurgent cells  around  Kabul.  

Hammar did  not have  an  easy  re-ent o civilian  life.  Aft  s of depression,  he  volunt  o Thery  t  er  recurring  bout  arily  checked  int  
Pathway Home,  a residential  treatment  center  for  veterans  in  California’s  Napa  Valley,  in  August  2011  for  treatment  of post-
t  ic  st  ed  nine  mont  er.raumat  ress  disorder.  He  graduat  hs  lat  

“A big  portion  of his  PT  a loss  of innocence,”  said  Olivia  Hammar,  his  mother,  a Miami-DadeSD  is  survivor’s  guilt.  It’s  
County magazine publisher.  “You’re still trying to process all your friends who didn’t come home.”  

Aft  hway,  Jon  Hammar  and  Ian  McDonough  spent  he  used  Winnebago,  splashed  out anotherer  leaving  Pat  $1 ,400  on  t  
$3,000  t  and  mapped  a  rout o  Cost  ing  surf  breaks  in  Cocoa  Beach,  Fla.,  and  in  Louisiana  and  Texas  alongo ou  fi  it  e t  a Rica,  hi t  
t  o  Mexico.  Inside  t  e  beast were  up  to  nine  surfboards.he  way  t  he  rolling  whit  

“We begged him not to go, specifically because we were worried about his safety in Mexico, but they were fearless Marines  
and were undaunted,” Olivia Hammar said in an email.  

McDonough,  a  U.S.  citizen  who’s lived  off and  on  for three years in  Argentina,  said he and his friend  were wary of dangers  
as  t  he  Los  Indios  border  crossing,  which  links  Brownsville,  Texas,  wit  amoros,  Mexico.hey  approached  t  h  Mat  

“We  had  enough  gas  in  the  vehicle  that we  were  going  to  make  it to  southern  Mexico  before  nightfall,”  McDonough  said.  
“We weren’t going to stop.”  

The issue of t  gun came up near the  shot  he  border.  
“I  told  him  that  we  o  getprobably  shouldn’t take  the  shotgun  with  us,”  McDonough  said.  “And  he  said,  ‘No,  I’m  going  t  it  

cleared with customs at the gate.’ So I  said, ‘T  ”hat’s fine. As long as it’s legit.’  
The  Customs  and  Border  Protect  said  it  o  t  he  shot  ha  tion  agent  was  all  righ  t ake  t  gun,  McDonough  said,  adding  t  he  agent  

told  them:  “ ‘All you  have to do is register it.’  So they gave  us a piece of paper and  said,  ‘T  ohis is your registration.  You’ve  go  t  
pay this much.’ They gave us the piece of paper to give to the Mexican authorities.”  

As  soon  as  the  Winnebago  lumbered  over  the  bridge  and  t  he  form  t  s,  they  handed  over  t  o  Mexican  agent rouble  began.  
The  t  several  days  in  cust  ed  from  each  ot  horit  ually  freed  McDonough,  perhapswo  spent  ody,  separat  her.  Mexican  aut  ies  event  
because of his Argent  o Brownsville.ine  residency,  and  he  walked  back  t  

On  Aug.  18,  Mexican  prosecutors  leveled  serious  charges  against Hammar.  Curiously,  it wasn’t the  type  of shotgun  that  
broke  Mexican  law.  It was  t  h  of  t  he  formal  cit ion  said  was  short  han  25  inches,  althe  lengt  he  barrel,  which  t  at  er  t  hough  a  
discrepancy  has  emerged  over  how  the  barrel  was  measured.  

“It’s a glorified BB gun,” Olivia Hammar said.  
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Indeed,  Mexico’s  criminal  groups  rout  rifles,  high-powered  .50-caliber  sniper  rifles,inely  wield  AK-47  and  AR-15  assault  
rocket-propelled  grenades  and  other  pot  weaponry.  If  Hammar  had  any  int ion  of  causing  mayhem,  using  his  greatent  ent  -
grandfather’s  proud  firearm  would  have  been  like  Daniel  Boone  and  his  muzzle-loading  Tick-Licker  fighting  a  modern  U.S.  
Marine.  

Back  in  April,  t  ruck  driver,  Jabin  Bogan,  carrying  25,000  pounds  of  ammunithe  Dallas  t  ion  in  his  18-wheeler,  said  he  got  
lost in  El  Paso  en  rout o  a  delivery  in  Phoenix.  When  he  lurched  t  op  a  he  Mexican  border,  asking  t urn  around,  ae t  o a st  t  o t  
Customs  and  Border  Protect  old  him  it  old  t  er  Mexico  and  make  a  U-tion  agen  t  was  impossible.  He  was  t  o  ent  urn.  He  had  no  
passport and couldn’t speak Spanish.  

The  ammunit  s  in  t  ruck,  most  of  a  caliber  unsuit  he  AK-47  and  AR-ion  was  openly  displayed  on  nine  pallet  he  t  of  it  able  for  t  
15 rifles favored byMexico’s cartels.  

Mexican  prosecut  h  crimes  t  could  have  brought more  than  25  years  in  prison.ors  charged  him  wit  hat  
“My son was not trying to deliver no drugs or no guns to nobody,” Bogan’s mother,  Aletha Smith,  told an  e  inABC-TV  affiliat  

Texas.  
Through  pressure  from  members  of  t  urned  t  earful  reunion  inhe  U.S.  Congress,  Bogan  was  freed  Nov.  23,  and  he  ret  o  a  t  

Dallas  with  his  family.  
While  his  ordeal was difficult,  Hammar’s has been worse.  
Once  Hammar  was  sen  t  at  amoros,  mixed  in  wit he  general  inmat  ion,  lat  phone  callso  a  st e  prison  in  Mat  h  t  e  populat  e-night  

began  t  s  in  Palme  to  his  parent  o  Bay,  Fla.  
“They  said,  ‘I  have  your son.  We  need  money.’  I said,  ‘I’m  going  to  hey  said,  ‘Tcall  the  (U.S.)  consulate.’  T  he  consulate  

can’t help you.’ Then they put him on the phone. He said, ‘Mom, you need to pay them,’ ” Olivia Hammar recalled.  
Over  subsequent calls,  t  ort  s  offered  a  West  number  and  demanded  an  init  ofhe  ext ionist  ern  Union  account  ial  payment  

$1 ,800.  
Frant  he  Hammars  cont ed  U.S.  diplomat  t  of  a  general  cellblock  int  aryic,  t  act  s,  who  helped  get heir  son  out  o  solit  

confinement. They didn’t pay the extortion. Nor did they speak to the news media until now.  
“He was housed in a wing controlled by the drug cartel,” said Eddie Varon-Levy,  a  Mexican  lawyer  hired  by  the  family.  
Varon-Levy  said  t  Hammar,  if  convict  ence  of  anywhere  from  t  o  12  years  in  a  federalhat  ed,  could  receive  a  sent  hree  t  

prison.  
Making  matters  worse  is  the  nature  of Hammar’s  confinement,  a  matter  that’s  drawn  the  attention  of Rep.  Ileana  Ros-

Lehtinen,  R-Fla., the chairwoman of the House Foreign Affairs Committee and the Hammars’ local representative.  
“His family has described  a  uat  hat  heir  son  being  chained  tvery disturbing  sit ion  t  includes  t  o  a  bed  in  a  very  small  cell  and  

receiving  calls from fellow inmates threatening his life if they did not send them money,” Ros-Lehtinen said.  “The family also says  
t  he  jail  where  t  rolled  by  t  al  Zet  el.  The  family  want heir  sonha  t  heir  son  is  being  held  is  cont  he  dreaded  and  brut  as  drug  cart  s  t  
back home, and I will do my best to help them.”  

For  all  the  toughness  inst  he  Marine  Corps,  friends  say  Hammar  is  a  gentilled  by  t  le  soul.  
“Hammar  doesn’t  take  meds.  Hammar  doesn’t  smoke,  doesn’t  drink.  Hammar  doesn’t  do  any  of  that.  He  surfs,”  

McDonough said.  “If you meet Hammar, you  have to like him.  He’s always there for you.  If you need something,  he’ll literally give  
you everything.”  

So far, Hammar’s parents have  go  t  le  help  from  U.S.  diplomaten  li t  s.  
“They take a real hands-off approach. Unless your life is at threat, they aren’t going to do anything,” Olivia Hammar said.  
ForGarcia and dozens of otherMarines who’ve learned ofHammar’s plight, it’s hardly conceivable  no  t ake  acto  t  ion.  
“He doesn’t deserve this,” Garcia said.  “We never leave a brother behind.  We never leave a Marine behind. We have to do  

something.”  

Arbitrary Detentions During Protests Against President Enrique Pena  uguraNieto's Ina  tion  
Associated  Press,  December 6,  2012  
MEXICO  CITY  — Mexico  City’s  human  rights  commission  says  police  arbitrarily detained  people  during  protests  against  

the party of t  who was sworn in  over the  president  he  weekend.  
The independent organization  says in  a  hursday report that 22 people  randomly chosen  by the capital’s police.  TT  were  he  

document says  t  ained  people  peacefully  prot ing  t  ion  of  President  o,  helping  they  det  est  he  inaugurat  Enrique  Pena  Niet  he  injured,  
documenting  the  demonst ions  or  justrat  passing  by.  

Pena  Niet  he  Ins  it ional  Revolut  y  back  t he  presidency  aft  y  governedo brough  t  ut  ionary Part  o t  er a  12-year break.  The  part  
for 71  years using a mix of handout  es before losing t  ions.s  and  rigged  vot  he  2000  and  2006  elect  
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Hundreds  of  protesters  t  police  and  smashed  windows  on  inaugurat  least 76  people  werehrew  firebombs  at  ion  day.  At  
injured  and  103 detained.  

Also  on  HuffPost:  
Copyright 2012  Associat  s  reserved.  This  mat  be  published,  broadcast  en,  ored  Press.  All  right  erial  may  not  ,  rewri  t  
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Feds:  Imprisoned MurdererRan Gang Network  
By  Greg  Risling  
Associated  Press,  December 7,  2012  
LOS  ANGELES  (AP)  —  While  behind  bars  for  t  ed  murderer  and  member  of  three  decades,  a  convict  he  Mexican  Mafia  

cont  work  of  Los  Angeles  st  gangs  t  sold  drugs,  commi  t  udent  t  y  ofrolled  a  net  reet  hat  ed  killings  and  robbed  st  s  a  he  Universit  
Southern  California,  authorit  menties  said  in  an  indict  unsealed  Thursday.  

Investigators  believe  Danny  Roman  used  his  23-year-old  daught  o,  ter Vianna  Roman  and her husband,  Aaron  Sot o relay  
orders  to  gang  members  who  ran  criminal  activit  ect  he  noties  in  neighborhoods  and  received  prot ion  from  t  orious  prison  gang  if  
t  ered  t  em.hey  ent  he  penal  syst  

The  110-page  indictment illustrated  the  havoc  wreaked  by the  Mexican  Mafia  from  maximum  security prisons  by  “taxing”  
st  -level  gang  members.reet  

Among  t  ied  t he  56-year-old  Roman  in  t  s  were  t  hehe  crimes  t  o  t  he  document  he  May  murder  of  a  gang  member  and  t  
gunpoint robbery  last  hree  USC  st  s.December of t  udent  

Thom  Mrozek,  a spokesman  for the U.S.  attorney’s office,  said Roman  wasn’t indicted because he’s currently serving  a life  
prison  sent  hou  t  y of parole for a 1984 first  ion.  Mrozek declined furt  .ence  wit  he  possibilit  -degree  murder  convict  her  comment  

The  indictment charged  Vianna  Roman,  Sot  hers  wit  eering  conspiracy  — punishable  by  a  possible  lifeo  and  23  ot  h  racket  
sentence  —  er  a  2½-year investigation dubbed “Operation Roman Empire.” Four ot  ed  on  otaft  hers  were  indict  her  charges.  

It wasn’t immediately known  if any of the suspects had retained attorneys.  
Federal  prosecutors  said  Roman  exerted  power  over  13  gangs  in  Sout  he  Harpys,  a  gang  th  Los  Angeles,  including  t  hat  

started  in  t  hamphethe mid-1960s and deals in  met  amine,  heroin  and  cocaine.  
Court document  hat  he  net  en  used  coded  language  while  speaking  in  person,  overs  revealed  t  gang  members  in  t  work  oft  

t  elephone  or  via  t  messages.he t  ext  
In August 2011 ,  Jaime Mont  ial informan  t  o killano,  who  also  was  charged,  asked  a  confident  o  seek  approval  from  Roman  t  

an  inmat  Cent  at  est  a  member  of  anot  he  indict  st es.  The  killing  wase  at  inela  St e  Prison  who  had  t ified  against  her  gang,  t  ment at  
never  carried  out.  

Federal  prosecutors  also  said  the  elder  Roman  orchest ed  t  ort  a  Los  Angeles  swap  meetrat  he  ext ion  of  vendors  at  long  
known  as a hub of criminal  act y.ivit  

In  one phone  conversation,  a man  known  only as “Tigre” characterized the collection  of money from  vendors for Roman’s  
benefit as “union dues,” documents  st e.at  

The  so-called  t  s  were  funneled  back  t  s,  aut  ies  said.ax  payment  o  Danny  Roman  in  money  orders  and  gift  horit  
Two  years  ago,  state  prison  officials  seized  more  than  $25,000  held  in  Danny Roman’s  prison  trust  account  after saying  

most of it  ivitcame  from  gang  and  drug  act y.  
Court document  ats  also  show  Vianna  Roman  was  banned  in  January  for  a  year  from  Pelican  Bay  St e  Prison,  where  her  

father  is  housed.  
Over  the  course  of  the  invest  ion,  aut  ies  seized  more  t  pounds  of  met  amine,  about a  half-poundigat  horit  han  eight  hamphet  

of heroin  and  one pound  of cocaine,  as well  as 23  pounds ofmarijuana and  22 guns.  
Copyright 2012  Associat  s  reserved.  This  mat  be  published,  broadcast  en,  ored  Press.  All  right  erial  may  not  ,  rewri  t  

redist  ed.ribut  

Venezuela  vez Won't Be At Summit,  Bra  n Official Hints's  Cha  zilia  
Associated  Press,  December 6,  2012  
BRASILIA,  Brazil  — An  official  in  t  ry  is  hint  a  the  Brazilian  Foreign  Minist  ing  Venezuelan  leader  Hugo  Chavez  will  not end  a  

Mercosur trade bloc meeting in Brazil’s capital Friday. That raises new questions about Chavez’s health.  
The  official  says  t  el  reservat  he  Chavez  delegat  y  t  Brasilia.he  hot  ion  for  t  ion  has  been  canceled  and  his  securit eam  has  left  
T  on  not being quoted  by  name,  saying T  speak  a  thathe  official  insisted  hursday  that  he  wasn’t  supposed  to  on  matter  

hasn’t been made official by Venezuela. Venezuela’s embassy has declined to comment.  
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Chavez spent much  of the last 18 months under treatment for cancer and has said he’s free of the disease.  He traveled to  
Cuba  last mont  reat  hat  o  furt  ore  his  health  for  hyperbaric  oxygen  t  men  t  Venezuelan  officials  have  said  was  mean  t  her  rest  h.  

Also  on  HuffPost:  
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News Summa  ls Mull Even  Greary: EU Officia  ter Unity  
Associated  Press,  December 7,  2012  
GETTING  COZY:  Four  top  European  Union  officials  unveiled  a  report calling  for  a  closer  financial  union  t  will  clash  withat  h  

some  member states’ cherished national interests.  
DETAILS,  DETAILS:  T  was vague onhe  report,  which  details,  suggested the  system  would  evolve out of Europe’s current  

financial  backst  fund,  a  nascent  checks.ops,  which  include  a  bailout  banking  supervisor  and  budget  
IT’S A START T  as a starting point for debate at next week’s summit of EU government leaders as:  he report will be  used  

they seek a way out of t  her increasing  cont  ional budgethe  financial  crisis  by  furt  rol  over  banks  and  Nat  s.  
Copyright 2012  Associat  s  reserved.  This  mat  be  published,  broadcast  en,  ored  Press.  All  right  erial  may  not  ,  rewri  t  
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Greek Jobless Rate Up To Record 26 Percent  
By  Derek  Gat  is,  Associatopoulos  And  Nicholas  Paphit  ed  Press  
Associated  Press,  December 7,  2012  
ATHENS,  Greece  (AP)  —Greece’s unemployment rate rose to a new record of 26 percent in September,  underscoring  the  

economic  plight in  t  ry  as  it  oward  a  sixthe count  heads t  h year of recession.  
The  Greek  St ist  horit  hat  more  t  h  of  t  hisat ical  Aut  y  said  Thursday  t  1 .295  million  people  —  han  one-fourt  he  workforce  in  t  

nat  were  recorded  as  unemployed  in  Sept  rose  from  25.3  percen  t  hion  of 10  million  —  ember.  Unemployment  he  previous  mont  
and  18.9 percent a year earlier.  

Greek unemployment has  surged t he  highest  he  1960s as a  result  erit  urno  t  since  t  of  harsh  aust y  measures  imposed  in  ret  
for  vit  ernatal  int  ional  rescue  loans.  

The  conservative-led  coalition  government  ax  reform  bill,  demanded  by  int  ional  rescue  creditis  finalizing  a  major  t  ernat  ors  
as one of several  conditions for continued payments.  It has promised to try to stem  the country’s recession,  despite being  forced  
last month to introduce another round of deeply unpopular austerity measures that are part ofGreece’s bailout commitments.  

These measures include raising €3 billion ($3.9 billion) in extra tax revenue.  
A  draft of  t  ax  bill  present  o the  conservatives’  two  center-left  ion  part  e  Thursday  calls  for  cuthe  new  t  ed  t  coalit  ners  lat  s  in  

corporat ax  rat  o  33  percent  t  o  employers  st  o  cope  wit he  crisis  whilee  t  es  from  40  t  ,  a  move  mean  o  provide  relief  t  ruggling  t  h  t  
maintaining  a  sufficient flow  of  tax  revenue.  

The  draft also  lowers  t  op  income  t  e  from  45  t  ,  bu  it  he  number  of  people  who  would  havehe  t  ax  rat  o  40  percent  expands  t  
to pay that rate by including all incomes over €40,000 ($52,000) a year.  

Finance  ministry  officials  said  the  draft  he  t  —  frombill  also  provides  for  a  rise  in  t  ax-free  threshold  to  €9,000  ($11 ,700)  
€5,000 ($6,500) —  s  wit  axatlinking  family  benefit  h  income,  and  higher  t  ion  on  farmers.  

T  uesday, two days before Greece is due to receive a new €34he tax bill must be submitted to Parliament for approval by T  
billion  ($44.4  billion)  rescue  loan  inst  .allment  

Earlier  this  week,  the  Bank  of  Greece  confirmed  government  s  t  he  economy  would  cont  by  more  tforecast ha  t  ract  han  6  
percen  t  her  4-4.5  percent  year.  By  t  he  economy  is  expect  o  have  shrunk  by  25his  year,  and by  a furt  next  he  end  of 2013,  t  ed  t  
percent in  six  years.  

The  effect  visible  in  t  rat  ood  at  under 10 percent just before  Greece’s financials  are  most  he  unemployment  e,  which  st  just  
crisis began  in  lat  hen,  jobs have been  vanishing  at  1 ,000 a day.e 2009.  Since t  a pace of almost  

The  largest labor  union,  t  ed  t  e  will  reach  29  percent next year.he  GSEE,  has  predict  he  jobless  rat  
“According to our  calculat  he  recession  next  ween  5  and  5.5  percent  aken  outions,  t  year  will  be  bet  ...  The  money  being  t  of  

the  economy due  to  higher (taxes)  is  driving  the  recession,”  Savvas  Rombolis,  head  of labor research  at the  union,  told  private  
Skai  radio.  

“So more businesses will close, more people will lose their jobs, and fewer graduates will find work.”  
Copyright 2012  Associat  s  reserved.  This  mat  be  published,  broadcast  en,  ored  Press.  All  right  erial  may  not  ,  rewri  t  
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EU Seeks To Cra  x Hack Down  On  Ta  vens  
By  Max  Colchester  
Wall St  Journal, December 7,  2012reet  
Full-t  st  he  Wall  St  Journal  are  available  t  he  link.ext ories  from  t  reet  o  Journal  subscribers  by  clicking  t  

Berlusconi Pa  lks Out,  Ra  lia GovernmentrtyWa  ttling Ita n  
By  Christopher  Emsden  
Wall St  Journal, December 7,  2012reet  
Full-t  st  he  Wall  St  Journal  are  available  t  he  link.ext ories  from  t  reet  o  Journal  subscribers  by  clicking  t  

Congo Pea  lks  Set To Open  In  Ugace Ta  nda  
By  Josh  Kron  
NewYork Times,  December 7,  2012  
KAMPALA,  Uganda  —  Congolese  rebels  and  government  peace  t  heofficials  prepared  on  Thursday  for  direct  alks  in  t  

Ugandan  capit  heir first  o-face  encount  he rebels relinquished Goma,  one of t  ic Republical,  Kampala,  t  face-t  er  since  t  he  Democrat  
ofCongo’s principal cities, after capturing it last month.  

“Since May,  we asked Kabila to come to the table,” said Amani Kabasha, a spokesman  for the March 23 rebels,  or  M23,  at  
t  of  Rumangabo.  Mr.  Kabasha  said  his  delegat  ing  vehicles  sent by  the  Ugandanhe  rebel-held  border  post  ion  was  await  
government to  carry them  to Kampala.  “He  didn’t agree,  he  used  force,  arms,  fighting.  But  now,  because  he  was  defeated,  he  
agrees,” Mr. Kabasha said, referring to President Joseph Kabila.  

An  uneasy  rhyt  urned  t  his  week  as  Congolese  government soldiers  again  patrolledhm  of  commerce  and  calm  ret  o  Goma  t  
the  street  he  port  reopened,  allowing  a  fresh  influx  of  people  and  cargo,  as  well  as  much-needed  humanits  and  t  and  airport  arian  
aid  for  more  t  he  recent  ing.han  100,000 people displaced by t  fight  

“It’s as good  as it has been  for the last two and  a  ariq Riebl,  a humanitarian  coordinator for Oxfam  in  Goma,half weeks,” T  
said  Thursday.  But the situation remained “very dynamic,  very fluid,” he said.  

In  t  rat  o  t  hwest  ing  has  cont  o  flare  bet  roops  andhe  st egic  area  of  Masisi,  t he  nort  of  Goma,  fight  inued  t  ween  governmen  t  
numerous militias.  Masisi has long been  a hotbed  ofmilit  hnic t  arian  relief workers said tia  groups  and  et  ensions,  and  humanit  hey  
were  increasingly  worried  abou  t  uathe  sit ion.  

Furthermore,  neither  side  has  said  it  h  in  t  alks,  which  delegathas  any  real  fait  he  upcoming  t  es  said  would  likely  begin  
Friday,  or  possibly  late  Thursday.  

“It’s not a negotiation,” said  a Congolese government spokesman,  Lambert Mende.  “We will  receive a grievance from  M23  
and help the president compare with what was decided in 2009,” when the peace agreement for which the rebels are named was  
signed  on  March  23.  

“We  are  not  very  optimistic,  because  we  know  that M23  is  a  very  small  part  of the  problem;  we  need  the  problem  to  be  
solved regionally, and internationally,” Mr. Mende said.  

The  governments  of  Uganda  and  Rwanda  have  denied  accusations  by  a  Unit  ions  panel  of  covert  ing  ted  Nat  ly  support  he  
M23  rebels,  including  in  the  rebels’  capture  of Goma.  Both  countries  have  been  accused  of supporting  other Congolese  rebels  
groups  in  t  .he  past  

Many  of the  rebels’  demands,  which  the  government has  dismissed,  would  benefit Rwanda  and  Uganda,  which  are  two  
main  transit point  s  from  easts  for  commercial  export  ern  Congo.  

“We  want more  than  decentralization,  we  want federalism,”  said  Mr.  Kabasha,  although  the  specific demands  had  not yet  
been  finalized.  “T  parts  of Congo’s  interests  in  Africa.  Decentralization  that the  leader is near thehe  eastern  are  eastern  means  
population.”  

In  recent days  t  s  of  loot  ions  and  recruit  of  children,  t  edhere  have  been  report  ings  and  rape,  summary  execut  ment  he  Unit  
Nat  arian  affairs  has  said.  In  Goma,  t  s  of  t  ed  killings.ions  office  for  humanit  here  have  also  been  report  arget  

South Suda  list Killedn:  Journa  
By  Josh  Kron,  New  York  (NY)  Times  
NewYork Times,  December 7,  2012  
A  Sout  was  shot  e  Wednesday  out  he  capit  oh  Sudanese  online  journalist  and  killed  lat  side  his  home  in  t  al,  Juba,  according  t  

the  Commi  tee  t  ect  s.  The  journalist  e  for  a  number  of  online  news  out s  in  Souto  Prot  Journalist  ,  Diing  Chan  Awuol,  who  wrot  let  h  
Sudan,  had  published  art  ical  of  t  ,  it  oward  Sudan  and  it ies  t  hericles  crit  he  government s  policy  t  s  t  o  Sudanese  rebel  groups.  Ot  
journalists said Mr.  Chan  “had been  threatened  several times in  the past and had  received  anonymous  phone  calls  warning  him  
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to  stop  writing,”  the  journalists’  organization  said  in  a  statement.  Since  South  Sudan  gained  its  independence  last  year,  
journalists  have  complained  of  harassment and  some  have  been  det  he  governmentained by t  .  

Gha Election  Reflects ANew Focus On  Issuesna  
By  Drew  Hinshaw  
Wall St  Journal, December 7,  2012reet  
Full-t  st  he  Wall  St  Journal  are  available  t  he  link.ext ories  from  t  reet  o  Journal  subscribers  by  clicking  t  

Softwa  tem  la Then  Hospita  insre Firm  FounderMcAfee Denied Asylum  In  Gua  ,  lized ForChest Pa  
By  Associat

on  Post  
ed  Press  

Washingt  , December 5,  2012  
GUATEMALA  CITY  —  Soft  alized  Thursday  aft  icalware  company  founder  John  McAfee  was  hospit  er  being  denied  polit  

asylum  in  Guat  hey  were  making  a  last ch  effor  t  o  Belize  foremala  and  his  lawyers  said  t  -dit  o  keep  him  from  being  flown  back  t  
quest  he killing  of a fellow American  expat e.ioning  abou  t  riat  

McAfee  told  The  Associated  Press  that  he  suffered  chest  pains  overnight  but  didn’t  believe  he  had  a  heart  attack.  A  
government doctor who  examined him  agreed,  saying  that McAfee’s heart rhythm  and blood  pressure  were  normal  and  that he  
appeared  t  ress.o  be  suffering  from  high  st  

McAfee  was  moved  from  an  immigration  center  t  al  Thursday  aft  er  Guat  horito  a  police-run  hospit  ernoon  aft  emalan  aut  ies  
said McAfee’s request for asylum had been denied.  They did not explain why.  Shortly after the decision was announced,  McAfee  
issued  a  plea  on  his  blog  for  the  public  to  pe  it  emalan  President  o  Perez  Molina  t  him  stion Guat  O t  o let  ay.  

“Please  email  the  President  of Guatemala  and  beg  him  to  allow  the  court  system  to  proceed,  to  determine  my  status  in  
Guat  he  politemala,  and  please  suppor  t  ical asylum that I am asking for,” the post read.  

McAfee’s legal team said they were preparing to appeal the denial of asylum to the country’s constitutional court, a process  
t  could  give  McAfee  perhaps  anot  wo  in  Guat  would  have  t  hin  48  hours.hat  her  day  or  t  emala.  The  court  o  issue  a  decision  wit  

McAfee’s complaints of chest pain  prompted  authorities to  move him  from  the  immigration  center where he had been  held  
overnight.  He  had  been  taken  t he  cent  er  his  arrest  ering  t  ry  afto  t  er  aft  for  illegally  ent  he  count  er  a  bizarre  weekslong  journey  as  a  
self-st  ive  wit  ive  blog  and  const  cont  wit he  press.yled  fugit  h  an  act  ant  act  h  t  

During  an  exclusive  interview  with  t  e  room  a  he  centhe  AP  Thursday  morning  from  inside  his  privat  t  er,  McAfee  said  he  
was refusing t ravel t  al because he had been using Chinese herbal medicine since suffering a heart a tack in  1993.o  t  o  a  hospit  

“Last night I had a little bit of pain, but I  am fine this morning,” he said.  “I don’t like Western medicine ...  if the people  around  
me  are  kind  and  compassionate,  that’s  all  that  matters  in  life.  T  very  kind  people,  so  nohe  people  of Guatemala  are  I have  
complaints.”  

A couple of hours later,  an  AP reporter returned to McAfee’s room  and found him  changed into a suit but lying  on  the floor  
as  he  was  examined  by  a  doctor.  Shortly  aft  aken  t he  police  hospiter,  he was t  o t  al.  

Belizean  police  spokesman  Raphael  Martinez  said  officials  expected  McAfee  to  be  flown  back  to  his  country’s  capital.  
Police  wan  t  ion  him  abou  t  al  shoot  Faull,  who  was  sho  t  h  in  early  November  ono quest  he fat  ing  of killing  ofGregory Viant  o deat  
t  h  men  lived.he  Belize  island  where  bot  

There  is  no  warrant for McAfee’s  arrest,  so  iat  from  Belizean  aut  y  could  end  up  witit is  possible  his  self-init ed  flight  horit  h  
him  free  to  roam  the  Caribbean  island  where  he  lived  for  years,  oft  h  neighbors  and  aut  ies  over  allegaten  clashing  wit  horit  ions  he  
kept aggressive  dogs,  weapons  and  drug  paraphernalia  on  his  property.  

The  Faull  family  has  said  t  at  ha  t  heir  loved  one  on  Ambergris  Caye  has  go  t  inhrough  a  represent ive  t  he  murder  of  t  en  lost  
the media frenzy provoked by McAfee’s manipulation of the media through phone calls, emails and blog posts detailing his life on  
the  lam.  

McAfee  updated  his  blog  Thursday  after  being  given  a  comput  he  warden  a  he  immigrat  er  in  Guater  by  t  t  ion  cent  emala  
City,  a  three-st  h  mesh-covered  windows  and  barbed-wire  on  tory  building  wit  he  roof.  

McAfee  said  U.S.  Embassy  officials  had  said  they  couldn’t  help  him  with  a  request  to  be  returned  to  the  United  States  
inst  ed  asylum  in  Guat  y  in  Belize  becauseead  of  Belize.  McAfee  said  he  had  formally  request  emala  because  he  fears  for  his  safet  
he  has  sensit  ion  about  ion  and  refused  t  e  t  icians.ive  informat  official  corrupt  o  donat o  local  polit  

Guerra  warned  Wednesday  nigh  t  he  67-yeard-old  McAfee’s life would be in danger if he is sent back to Belize.ha  t  
“He  will be  in  danger if he is returned  to  Belize,  where he  has denounced  authorities,” Guerra  said.  “From  the moment he  

asked for asylum he has t  he prot ion  of t  emalan  government.”o  have  t  ect  he  Guat  
Police  in  Belize deny they are persecuting McAfee and  say there is no  Twarrant for his arrest.  he  country’s prime minister  

has questioned McAfee’s mental state.  
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McAfee  went on  t  mont  er  officials  t  o  quest  he  killing  of  Faull,  who  was  sho  t  h  inhe  run  last  h  aft  ried  t  ion  him  abou  t  o  deat  
early  November.  

McAfee  acknowledges  that his  dogs  were  bot  hat  hem,  but denies  killing  Faull.hersome  and  t  Faull  had  complained  abou  t  
Faull’s home was a couple of houses down from McAfee’s compound.  

McAfee,  t  or  of  t  ivirus  program,  has  led  an  eccent  ake  in  t  i-virushe  creat  he  McAfee  ant  ric  life  since  he  sold  his  st  he  ant  
software company that  er him in  t  o Belize abou  t  o lower his tis named  aft  he early 1990s and  moved t  hree years ago t  axes.  

He  told  The  New  York  Times  in  2009  that  all  but  une  in  the had lost  $4 million  of his $100 million  fort  he U.S.  financial  crisis.  
However,  a  story on  the  Gizmodo  website  quoted  him  as  calling  that  claim  “not  very accurate  at  all.”  He  has  dabbled  in  yoga,  
ult  aircraft  ions.ra-light  and  producing  herbal  medicat  

Associated  Press  writers  Pat  y  and  Michael  Weissenst  y  cont  ed  t his  reportrick  E.  Jones  in  Belize  Cit  ein  in  Mexico  Cit  ribut  o  t  .  
Copyright 2012  The  Associat  s  reserved.  This  mat  be  published,  broadcast  en  ored  Press.  All  right  erial  may  not  ,  rewri  t  

redist  ed.ribut  
Related  stories:  Hacker  locat  hrough  smart  racks  McAfee  applies  for  Guates  John  McAfee  t  phone  t  emala  asylum,  claiming  

‘persecution’ by Belize  

Keeping The Pressure O Burma’s Dictatorsn  
on  PostWashingt  , December 7,  2012  

WHEN  PRESIDENT  OBAMA  spoke  at a  universit  o  t  Sout  Asian  naty  in  Burma  during  his  brief  visi  t hat  heast  ion  on  Nov.  
19,  U  Gambira  was  seat  he  fronted in  t  row.  

As  a  28-year-old  Buddhist monk,  U  Gambira  had  led  nonviolent  est  ed,,  pro-democracy  prot s  in  2007.  He  was  arrest  
sentenced  to  63  years  in  prison  and  tortured.  His  release  this  January  was  a  telling  step  in  the  progress  of Burma’s  dictators  
toward  democratic  reform  —  hat  hat  celebrat  h  his  six-hour  visitprogress  t  Mr.  Obama  has  encouraged  and  t  he  was  in  part  ing  wit  .  

Now  U  Gambira  is  back  in  prison.  
The  33-year-old’s rearrest Saturday is also a milestone — a  reminder  t  he  rule  of  law  remains  a  dist  prospect  heha  t  ant  for t  

long-suffering  nat  ern  and  Japanese  officials  who  have  been  eager  t  ory,  end  economicion.  West  o  claim  Burma  as  a  success  st  
sanct  ake  notions  and  move  on  should  t  e.  

Like  hundreds  of  political  prisoners  set free  in  t  t  ionally  released,  meaning  the  recen  haw,  U  Gambira  was  condit  hat  
Burma’s  generals  could  reimpose  his  multi-decade  sent  was  ost  ed  inence  on  a  whim.  His  arrest  ensibly  for  an  offense  commi  t  
February,  when  he  tried  to  reent  ery,  since  closed  by  officials.  A  t  ime,  Buddhist  o  ter  his  former  monast  he  t  officials  loyal  t he  
regime essentially defrocked him. Today he is a “formermonk.”  

“It  is  not  clear  why  the  authorit  o  press  charges  against  han  nine  mont  er  ties  have  decided  t  U  Gambira  more  t  hs  aft  he  
alleged  offenses  occurred,”  Amnesty  International  said.  The  latest  charges  against  him,  according  to  Burma  Campaign  UK,  
include trespassing and “damaging the dignity of the country.”  

U  Gambira’s  rearrest is  not the  only human  rights  violation  to  occur lately.  A villagers’  protest against a copper mine  was  
violent  hers  seeking  t  for  t  est  hnic  violencely  suppressed,  and  monks  and  ot  o  show  support  he  prot ers  have  been  jailed.  Et  
continues,  by  the  army  agains  t  hnic  Burmese  againsthe  Kachins  and,  unpunished,  by  et  Muslim  Rohingya.  

None of this means tha  t  oward democracy is derailed.  Bu  t  backs show how fragile and  reversible the  movemen  t  he  set  he  
progress  remains.  

U Gambira’s persecution  is  particularly appalling.  In  prison  in  2009,  he  was strapped to a chair for weeks  at a  time,  force-
fed  and  brut  en  on  t  h  has  far  from  recovered,  but doctors  in  Burma  wereally  beat  he  head.  Since  his  release  he  has  said  his  healt  
afraid  to  treat  allow  him  t  he  counthim  and  officials  would  not  o  leave  t  ry.  

The  Obama  administ ion  has  had  not  o  say  on  t  e  House  spokesman  said  officials  arerat  hing  t  his.  When  we  inquired,  a  Whit  
“monitoring reports that U Gambira has been detained” and “urge the government ofBurma t  ransparento  be  fully  t  and  follow  due  
process of law.”  

But there is no rule of law in Burma. “Due process” could include ordering U Gambira to serve the remaining decades of his  
sentence.  The  needed  message  is  simpler.  Before  the  next high-ranking  Burmese  official  is  feted  abroad,  Burma’s  new friends  
should  insist on  release  and  medical  care  for  U  Gambira  and  uncondit  ical  prisoners.ional  freedom  for  all  polit  

Read  more  fear  Tfrom  Opinions  U Gambira:  What Burma’s  junta  must  he  Post’s  View:  U.S.  policy  on  Burma  should  be  
measured T  he Post’s View: Mr. Obama strikes a balance in Burmahe Post’s View: Burma’s lure is a slippery slope T  

Pa  rk Agesris In  The Da  
Wall St  Journal, December 7,  2012reet  
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Romania’s Example ForHow To Address Fiscal Problems  
By  Vict  a

on  Post  
or  Pont  

Washingt  , December 7,  2012  
The  writ  he  prime  minister is t  er ofRomania.  
On  Nov.  6,  U.S.  voters  sen  t  he  fut  ion  of  America.  Europe  is  currentheir  leaders  a  message  abou  t  ure  economic  direct  ly  

going  t  ry  by  count  ive  elect  ake  place  Sunday.hrough  a  similar  process,  count  ry.  In  Romania,  our  legislat  ions  will  t  
President Obama’s reelection  last month was a victory for the principles of fiscal  consolidation and smart growth. More and  

more  Europeans  are  expressing  t  hese  policies  as  well.heir  desire  for  t  
Romania  was  one  of  t  ries  hit  by  t  erit  ed  a  t  imehe  count  hardest  he  economic  crisis  in  Europe.  The  aust y  program  enact  he  t  

was  a  poorly  judged,  knee-jerk  response  t  had  a  devast ing  social  and  economic  impact on  our  country.  Teachers  andhat  at  
doctors  were  put on  lower  salary  levels  t  hose  for  unskilled  workers,  and  Romania  experienced  massive  emigrathan  t  ion  of  our  
middle  class.  

Our  Social  Liberal  Union  — a  cent  and  cent  coalit  came  t  ely  prioriter-left  er-right  ion  —  o  power  in  May  and  immediat  ized  a  
sustainable  plan  of  action  based  on  smart  h,  wit he  right  ween  st  budget,  inclusive  growt  h  t  balance  bet  rict  ary  discipline  and  
economic  recovery,  bet  h  and  social  developmentween  growt  .  

Our  government remains  firmly  commi  t  o  balancing  t  and  achieving  budget  ion.  Romanianed  t  he  budget  ary  consolidat  
public debt has decreased  since May,  and  we have reduced t  from  4.1  percent  ic product in  2011he  public  deficit  of  gross  domest  
to 2.2 percent ofGDP in  2012.  Bot  ors met  h posit  he Int  ional Moneth  indicat  wit  ive  feedback  from  t  ernat  ary  Fund  (IMF).  

A  the  same  time,  we  enact  erprise  measures  designed  t  growt  e  jobs.  We  reformed  ted  proent  o  support  h  and  creat  ax  
reimbursemen  to  support small  businesses,  reduced  tax  evasion  and  began  to  tackle  some  of our country’s  most  entrenched  
and  murky  financial  arrangements.  Our  tax  rat  ayed  low,  and,  as  partes  have  st  of  our  package  of  economic  reforms,  we  have  
planned  new  corporate  tax  breaks  t  e  invest  and  job  creat  his  has  been  achieved  agains  to  promot  ment  ion.  All  t  he  backdrop  of  a  
seemingly  worsening  economic  climate  in  Europe.  

Europe  has  wit  rat  he  failure  of  aust y  t  and  sound  fiscal  balances.nessed  rising  popular  frust ion  a  t  erit o  deliver  employment  
Voters  from  Denmark,  France,  the  Net  huania  and  Romania  have  pu  t  rustherlands,  Lit  heir  t  in  pro-European  Union,  progressive  
governments  with  economic  programs  like  ours  —  shunning  t  polit  on  xenophobia  andhe  values  of  populist  ics  based  
prot ionism.ect  

Int  ional  consensus,  buoyed  by  t  he  IMF,  has  already  st ed  t  he  consequences  t  oo  muchernat  he  likes  of t  art  o warn  of t  ha  t  
aust y  will  have  on  an  already  st  prolonging  t  crisis,  rat  han  facilit ing  it  ion.erit  ruggling  Europe  —  he  sovereign  debt  her  t  at  s  resolut  
As  IMF  Managing  Direct Christine  Lagarde  recently  argued,  we  treading  a “narrow  path”  between  the  risks  of debt  andor  are  
recession, but “without growth, the future of the global economy is in jeopardy.”  

Anot  ant  h  t  ed  St es  and  Europe  are  learning  is  t ,  in  t  ing  economicher  import  lesson  bot he  Unit  at  hat  he  face  of  daunt  
challenges,  it is  imperat  o  ensure  t  t  he  people  is  put  .  In  Washingt  s  and  Republicans  areive  t  ha  he  will  of  t  first  on,  Democrat  
grappling  with  the  best  way  to  avoid  the  “fiscal  cliff.”  In  Romania,  the  center-right  he  cent  have  formed  a  coalitand  t  er-left  ion,  
pu  t  o  build  a  common  project  rong  Romania.ing  ideological  differences  aside  t  for  a  st  

Bot  he At  ic have seen  t  at  s of t  he soul-searching it  ed fromh sides of t  lant  he devast ing  effect  he global  recession  and t  prompt  
political parties.  My coalition  partners and I  eagerly await Sunday’s vote  and  are  optimistic that the  Romanian  people will  return  
our  government and  cont  h  of  reform.  When  t  op  priorit  o  cont  e  tinue  down  our  pat  hey  do  so,  one  of  our  t  ies  will  be  t  ribut o  a  more  
integrated  and  prosperous  Europe,  and  t  rengt  rat  nership  wit he  Unit  ato  st  hen  our  st egic  part  h  t  ed  St es.  

Read  more from  Opinions:  The Post’s Views:  Romania’s repressive moves David Ignatius:  An  ‘economic NATO’  David M.  
Smick: No easy answers for euro zone’s vicious  cycle  Charles  A.  Kupchan:  The  euro  can  be  saved.  Can  the  E.U.?  
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