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R E C O R D I N G 

(Begi n Track 240104 1313) 

SA (b) (6), (b) (7)(C) It is January 4, 2024 . The time 

is approxi matel y 2 : 03 p . m. And this is the second interview 

o f Mark Zwonitzer . 

(b) (6), (b) (7)(C) MR . Good afternoon, Mr . Zwonitzer . 

Thanks f or being with us agai n . 

MR . ZWONITZER : Sure . Glad to be here . 

MR . (b) (6), (b) (7)(C) Again , my name is (b) (6), (b) (7)(C) with 

the Special Counsel ' s Office. And this is our second time 

interviewi ng you as part o f our investigation into potential 

mishandling of documents related to f ormer Vice Pres ident 

Biden ' s Administration -- the Obama- Biden Administration . 

Before we get started, we ' re going to record thi s , 

so we 'll go around the room and a l l i ntroduce ourselves so 

we can put names to voices, okay? So, again , I'm -

flPIIIIRJI f rom the Special Counsel ' s Office. 

MR . (b) (6), (b) (7)(C ) (b) (6), (b) (7)(C) , Special Counsel ' s 

Of fice . 

MR . .,,, (b) (6), (b) (7)(C) from the Special Counsel ' s 

Of fice . 

MR .f\lP\IPII (b) (6), (b) (7)(C) , Paralegal with the 

Special Counsel' s Off ice . 

SA (b) (6), (b) (7)(C) (b) (6), (b) (7)(C) with the FBI . 

SA (b) (6), (b) (7)(C) (b) (6), (b) (7)(C) with --
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SA (b) (6), (b) (7)(C) -- the FBI . Nice to mee t you , 

Mr . Zwonitzer . 

MR . GINSBERG : And on our side, we have Lou 

Freemen representing Mr. Zwonitzer ; Mr . Zwonitzer; and 

Mr . Lee Ginsberg of Freemen, Nooter, and Ginsberg, also 

representing Mr . Zwonitzer . 

(b) (6), (b) (7)(C)MR . Great . Thanks . Well, 

(b) (5), (b) (6), (b) (7)(C) Mr . Zwonitzer , thanks again f or being with us . 

MR. ZWONITZER: 

MR . (b) (6), (b) (7)(C) (b) (5), (b) (6), (b) (7)(C) 

MR . ZWONITZER : '\11'PrT?T 
(b) (6), (b) (7)(C)MR . (b) (5), (b) (6), (b) (7)(C) 

MR . ZWONITZER : (b) (5), (b) (6), (b) (7)(C) 
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MR . (b) (6), (b) (7)(C) (b) (5), (b) (6), (b) (7)(C) 

(b) (5) (b) (6) (b) (7)(C)MR . ZWONITZER : 

- MR . (b) (6), (b) (7)(C) (b) (5), (b) (6), (b) (7)(C) 

(b) (5), (b) (6), (b) (?)(C) MR . ZWONITZER : 

(b) (6), (b) (7)(C)MR . (b) (5), (b) (6), (b) (7)(C) 

MR . ZWONITZER : •· 

MR . (b) (6), (b) (7)(C) And l ast time, we showed you a 

coupl e emails that you had sent in September and October of 

2016 , where you reached out to (b) (5), (b) (6), (b) (7)(C) 

MR . ZWONITZER : Okay . 

MR . (b) (6), (b) (7)(C) -- Vice President Biden ' s Chief of 

Staff , in advance t o book -- set up interviews with Vice 

President Biden as part o f the book, but also to get some 

help in pulling certain documents - schedules, diaries, 

notes - that might be re l ated to your conversations to help 

aide in your conversations . Do you remember that? 

MR . ZWONITZER : I mean, I don't remember it i n 

particular, but that sounds accurate . 

MR . (b) (6), (b) (7)(C) Okay . (b) (5), (b) (6), (b) (7)(C) 
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MR . (b) (6), (b) (7)(C) -- Pr es i dent Biden? The process o f 

obt a i n i ng documents that you could have used t o help guide 

those i ntervi ews as you talked t hrough t he t i me period t ha t 

was covered i n t he book or going to be cover ed in t he book? 

MR . ZWONITZER: Wel l , I just -- a l l I got were - -

from h i s o f f i ce, I beli eve, were schedules . 

MR . (b) (6), (b) (7)(C) Okay . 

MR . ZWONITZER: That was the main t h i ng I was 

ge t t i ng so I coul d -- it was -- in the beginning , it was 

just , l ike , f iguring out the c hronology . 

(b) (6), (b) (7)(C)MR . Gotcha . 

MR . ZWONITZER: They may have , in part icul a r 

instances , sent me , you know, notes or something else , but 

-- t he schedul es are what I gener ally, gener al l y remember . 

(b) (6), (b) (7)(C) (b) (5), (b) (6), (b) (7)(C)MR . 

MR . ZWONITZER: (b) (5), (b) (6), (b) (7)(C) 

MR . (b) (6), (b) (7)(C) (b) (5), (b) (6) , (b) (7)(C) 

MR . ZWONITZER: (b) (5), (b) (6), (b) (7)(C) 

MR . (b) (6), (b) (7)(C) Okay . When you ended up s itt i ng 

down with Biden, he had certain no t ebooks you ' ve tal ked --
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MR. (b) (6), (b) (7)(C) -- about; that he went through; 

journals, diaries that he used as part of those interviews . 

When did you learn that he had those? 

MR . ZWONITZER : I don't remember . Probably one o f 

the earliest times we sat down . So it was, you know, 

sometime in f airly f airly early in 2016. 

MR . (b) (6), (b) (7)(C) Okay . And did it become c lear 

relatively quickly that those were going to be a key source 

o f information f or the book? 

MR . ZWONITZER : Yes . I mean, I think as I 

explained, it sort o f helped . The personal interest kind of 

helped explain the emotional arc and narrative of the s t ory 

o f losing Beau . 

MR . (b) (6), (b) (7)(C) Okay . And you talked a little bit 

about those -- Vice President Biden kept those -- he held 

those very close . He woul dn ' t let you look at them or share 

them with o ther people; is that right? 

MR . ZWONITZER : Yeah . I mean, I asked because 

we were working so fast, I had asked, hey, maybe it would be 

easier if you gave me the notebooks . I could make some 

copies , and we -- and that was something he would not -- he 

wouldn ' t let those out of his hands . 

MR . (b) (6), (b) (7)(C) Okay . And do you know why that 

was? 
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MR . ZWONI TZER: I don ' t . But I -- my assumption 

at t he time was a lot of the mat erial i n there was very, 

very personal , about Beau in parti cul ar . So t hat was my 

understanding a t the t i me . 

MR . (b) (6), (b) (7 )(C ) Okay . But because it was per sonal 

t h ings , no t -- was t here concern or did you get a sense that 

some o f i t mi ght have been c l assi f ied or sensitive from a 

government per spective? 

MR . ZWONITZER: I did not . 

MR . (b) (6), (b) (7 )(C ) Okay . Okay . I want -- we shared 

wi t h you a bunch of cli ps , and I -- so we ' ll just d i ve into 

them, and t her e ' s no r eal g r eat way to do t h i s . 

MR . ZWONITZER: Okay . 

MR . (b) (6 ), (b) (7 )(C ) But t he f irst one that I ' d like t o 

p l ay is -- it ' s a c lip numbered 246 . 

Carved 246, 11181ffflp, f or your records . 

And I'll -- if I can do it here , I ' l l share my 

screen and put it up . Can you see t hat? 

MR . ZWONI TZER: I can ' t see anyt h i ng . 

MR . (b) (6), (b) (7 )(C ) Hol d on . Let me see i f I can do 

t his here . Can you see i t now? 

MR . ZWONITZER: I cannot . Oh, yes , I can . 

MR . (b) (6), (b) (7 )(C ) Okay . Great . Sor ry, just t ook a 

second t here . Al l right . I ' l l p l ay t his cli p f or you . 
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MR. (b) (6), (b) (7 )(C ) We have a transcript . I 'll try t o 

scroll along with it as I play it , okay? 

MR . GINSBERG : Okay . One second . We want to get 

into the right 

MR . (b) (6), (b) (7 )(C ) Oh , yeah . Sure f or -- yep . 

MR. FREEMEN : I don ' t thi nk I have that . Oh, yes, 

I do . I ' m sor ry . I found that . 

MR . (b) (6), (b) (7 )(C ) Okay . You have it . Great . 

Wonderful . 

MR . FREEMEN : Yes, I f ound it . 

(b) (6), (b) (7 )(C ) MR. Okay . Are you guys ready then? 

I ' ll p lay it . 

MR . GINSBERG : Ready . 

(Recording p layed . ) 

MR . GINSBERG : Can you hear us? We ' re not hearing 

anything. 

MR . (b) (6), (b) (7 )(C ) You guys can ' t hear it? 

MR . GINSBERG : No . 

MR . FREEMEN : Correct . 

MR . GINSBERG : We don ' t hear that . 

MR . (b) (6), (b) (7 )(C ) . , do you know how to share video 

or audio clips over I ' m surprised you guys can ' t hear 

MR . Ffll Yeah . I wonder i f I can play it --

FREE STATE REPORTING, INC . 
Court Report ing Transcription 

D. C . Area 301 - 261 - 1902 
Balt . & Annap . 41 0- 974 - 0947 



9 

1 

2 

3 

4 

5 

6 

7 

8 

9 

10 

11 

12 

13 

14 

15 

1 6 

17 

18 

1 9 

20 

21 

22 

23 

24 

25 

(00 : 08 : 11) 

MR . ..,, just from my laptop , which is 

right next to the speaker here . I just go t to get into the 

right f older . 

MR . (b) (6), (b) (7 )(C ) That ' d be great . 

MR.'""' So this --

MR. GINSBERG : That ' s why you need a 30 - year - o l d 

associate with you . 

MR . (b) (6), (b) (7 )(C ) (Laughs) This is what , this is what 

happens when you don ' t practice bef orehand . 

MR . GINSBERG : Yeah . 

MR. fPIRI Here, l et me give it a shot here and 

see if it works . 

MR . (b) (6), (b) (7 )(C ) Tol d you --

MR . '""' I 

MR . (b) (6), (b) (7 )(C) Tol d you we should have gone to New 

York . 

MR . Wff,W Here , Mark, if you -- or anyone , just 

g i ve a thumbs up if you can hear this once it s tarts 

p laying . 

MR . FREEMEN : Okay . Wil l do . 

MR . fPIRI It's not even p laying for me . All 

right . Well , that didn't work . That ' s weird . 

(b) (6), (b) (7 )(C ) MR . Valiant eff ort. 

(b) (6), (b) (7 )(C ) MR . 1111 can you try and play --
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MR. (b) (6), (b) (7)(C) -- through JEFS? 

MR . W@flP Yeah . No , I was trying to p l ay it 

from, f rom SharePoint . 

MR . (b) (6), (b) (7)(C) Okay . 

MR . fWPP I wonder, I wonder i f I just paste 

this into my desktop or something, I don ' t know i f it woul d 

go better . 

MR . ""'911 Yeah. I f you open it i n a browser, 

it worked well f or me yesterday . 

MR . fWPP Oh, in the Team ' s browser? 

MR. fl2lll:l9II Yeah. I f you open up f rom 

SharePoint into a browser, it worked well f or me . 

MR . .,,,, Okay . 

MR . fl2W12f911 I 'm going to try t o connect on mine 

as wel l. 

(b) (6), (b) (7)(C)MR. While we wait f or this, Mark, I ' ll 

just sort of set the scene for this . This clip we 're going 

to p l ay is from one of the interviews you did with Vice 

President Biden in around October 2016 . 

MR . ZWONITZER : Okay . 

(b) (6), (b) (7)(C)MR . And I believe it was at the Naval 

Observatory while he was still Vice President . 

MR . ZWONITZER : Okay . 

(Audio played 00 : 10 : 59 t o 00 : 11 : 01.) 
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MR . WPP! Is that -- let me pause it . 

MR . (b) (6), (b) (7)(C) Yeah . 

MR . .,,,, Is that through -- okay, okay. I ' m 

going to start back at the beginning then . Sorry . 

(b) (6), (b) (7)(C)MR . Great . Thanks, •· 

MR . fPIRI It's not as l oud as I woul d l ike, but 

it lS what it lS . 

MR . FREEMEN : We can hear it fine . 

MR . (b) (6), (b) (7)(C) Okay, good . 

(Audio played 00 : 11 : 17 t o 00 : 14 : 11 . ) 

(b) (6), (b) (7)(C)MR. All right . Mark, coul d you hear 

that? 

MR . ZWONITZER : Yes . 

MR . (b) (6), (b) (7)(C) Okay . Great . So the first thing I 

want to ask you about on this recording from the f al l o f 

2016 is, at the beginning, where I 'm showing on the screen 

here, Vice President Biden says, I have extensive notes over 

this period of time . And you say, oh, you actuall y have 

those here, and he says, yeah . Now, there' s a lot o f o ther 

notes, t oo . This is my -- they didn ' t even know I have 

this, but I have all this other stuff too . 

We'd like t o ask you a little bit about what he's 

talking about there, what you understood him t o mean during 

this portion , this discussion . 
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MR. ZWONITZER : So I think that, I think that he ' s 

referring t o -- because he says 5/19 and 6/16 , probably the 

diary . But he -- when he says, I have a l ot of other notes 

too , he's got a number of di f ferent diaries , I believe . 

MR . (b) (6), (b) (7 )(C ) Okay . 

MR. ZWONITZER : And I think that when he says, 

they don ' t even know I have this, it ' s probably his staff . 

I mean , these are a l l personal, private diaries. 

(b) (6 ), (b) (7 )(C ) MR . You understood him t o mean that his 

staff didn 't know he had these --

MR. ZWONITZER : Yeah . 

MR . (b) (6), (b) (7 )(C ) -- these personal diaries . 

MR . ZWONITZER : Yeah . I don ' t think anybody knew 

he had those . 

MR . (b) (6), (b) (7 )(C ) Okay . And why do you say that? 

MR. ZWONITZER : Well, because he always was very 

careful to keep them in his possession . 

MR . (b) (6), (b) (7 )(C ) Okay . And I know he had a lot o f 

them, and we talked last time about how, at one point, there 

was an email where you suggested you ' d col lect them all and 

put them in order and have them, sort of, in an organized 

fashion . 

MR . ZWONITZER : Yeah . 

MR . (b) (6), (b) (7 )(C ) But that never happened . 
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MR . ZWONI TZER: Ri ght . 

MR . (b) (6), (b) (7 )(C ) And I believe you told us that he 

would usually bring one or maybe two o f the notebooks with 

h i m to every i n t erview you had, no more than t hat . 

MR . ZWONITZER: Yeah . I think t hat ' s accurate . 

t h ink that because we were f o r each interview, we were 

covering a specifi c moment in time . 

MR . (b) (6), (b) (7 )(C ) Okay . Okay . Did you -- you said 

he kept t hem a l l with h im . Do you know wher e -- the ones 

t hat he d i dn ' t b ring with him to cover with you during an 

int ervi ew, do you know where those were? 

MR . ZWONITZER: I have no idea . But in -- I don ' t 

know . My surmi se is t hat t hey were always , you know, sor t 

o f l ocked down at t he Naval Academy -- at t he Naval 

Observat ory, which is where we were . I don ' t think they 

were traveling a r ound . 

MR . (b) (6), (b) (7 )(C ) Okay . And why, why do you say 

that , or what gives you t hat i mp r ess i on? 

MR . ZWONITZER: Because in this t i me period, I 

don ' t remember ever meet ing with him -- well , I guess we met 

in Wi l mingt on , but I just remember seei ng t he diaries in 

this t i me period whi l e he ' s Vice President at the 

Observat ory . 

MR . (b) (6), (b) (7 )(C ) (b) (5), (b) (6), (b) (7)(C) 
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MR . (b) (6), (b) (7)(C) (b) (5), (b) (6), (b) (7)(C) ■ 

MR . ZWONI TZER : 1111 
(b) (6), (b) (7)(C)MR . (b) (5), (b) (6), (b) (7)(C) 

MR . ZWONITZER : (b) (5), (b) (6), (b) (7)(C) I 

(b) (6), (b) (7)(C)MR . 

MR . ZWONITZER : (b) (5), (b) (6), (b) (7)(C) 

(b) (6), (b) (7)(C)MR . (b) (5 ), (b) (6), (b) (7)(C) 
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MR . ZWON I TZER : (b) (5), (b) (6), (b) (7)(C) 

(b) (6), (b) (7)(C) (b) (5), (b) (6), (b) (7)(C) MR . 

MR . ZWONITZER : (b) (5), (b) (6), (b) (7)(C) 

MR . (b) (6), (b) (7)(C) (b) (5), (b) (6), (b) (7)(C) 

MR . ZWONITZER : (b) (5), (b) (6), (b) (7)(C) 

-

MR . (b) (6), (b) (7)(C) (b) (5), (b) (6), (b) (7)(C) -

(b) (6), (b) (7)(C)MR . (b) (5), (b) (6), (b) (7)(C) 

MR . (b) (6), (b) (7)(C) (b) (5), (b) (6), (b) (7)(C) 

MR . ZWON I TZER : (b) (5), (b) (6), (b) (7)(C) 
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MR . (b) (6), (b) (7)(C) '(b) (5), (b) (6), (b) (7)(C) 

MR . ZWONITZER : (b) (5), (b) (6), (b) (7)(C) 

1111 

MR . (b) (6), (b) (7)(C) (b) (5), (b) (6), (b) (7)(C) 

MR . IIRPRI (b) (5), (b) (6), (b) (7)(C) 

MR . ZWONITZER: (b) (5), (b) (6), (b) (7)(C) 

MR . .,,, (b) (5), (b) (6), (b) (7)(C) 
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MR . ..,, (b) (5), (b) (6), (b) (7)(C) 

(b) (5), (b) (6), (b) (7)(C) SA (b) (6), (b) (7)(C) 

(b) (6), (b) (7)(C)MR . (b) (5}, (b) (6), (b) (7)(C) 

SA (b) (6), (b) (7)(C) Yeah . Jus t f or t he part where he 

says , they don ' t even know I have t hese , and your assumpti on 

was the staff; was t hat r elevant to you in terms o f 

coll ecting material? Like, I 'm trying t o f igur e out why he 

woul d make t hat ki nd o f comment . And maybe it ' s somet hing 

l i ke you had asked t he staff t o collect a bunch o f no t es or 

items that woul d he l p i nform the book and he ' s t e l ling you, 

yeah , they don ' t even know I have t hese . Like , how -- I ' m 

trying t o figure out how that might ' ve been relevant t o your 

conver sati on . 

MR . ZWONITZER: I actually don ' t -- I mean, SlX 

year s ago , l ooking and list ening , I j ust, I don ' t , I don ' t 

know . 

SA (b) (6), (b) (7)(C) Okay . 

MR . ZWONITZER: Bu t I mean, there was cer tainly 

staff people helpi ng to gat her inf o rmation . So t hat ' s my 

assumption, that the staff d i dn ' t know yet . 

SA (b) (6), (b) (7)(C) Okay . 

MR . ZWONITZER: These wer e personal and privat e 

d i a ries . 

(b) (6), (b) (7)(C)MR . Ri ght . (b) (5), (b) (6), (b) (7)(C) 

FREE STATE REPORT I NG, INC . 
Court Reporting Transcr iption 

D. C . Area 301 - 261 - 1902 
Balt . & Annap . 410- 974 - 0947 



1 8 

1 

2 

3 

4 

5 

6 

7 

8 

9 

10 

1 1 

1 2 

13 

1 4 

15 

1 6 

17 

18 

1 9 

20 

21 

22 

23 

24 

25 

(00 : 22 : 35) 

MR . (b) (6), (b) (7)(C) -- t a l ked l ast time a l itt l e bit 

about the Pr es i dent ial Recor ds Act , and you ' ve al l uded t o it 

h e re a l i t t l e bit . Was the sense you got t ha t t hese weren ' t 

pres i dent i a l r ecords because they were diaries o r personal 

i n nature? 

MR . ZWONITZER: Yeah . I mean, I ' m no expert on 

t he p r esi dent i al recor ds , but my understanding is t ha t 

anything that touches on per sonal and polit ical no t es from 

t he Pr esi dent and Vice Pr esident i s not , you know, a part of 

t hose records . Bu t that i s a l ayman ' s under s t andi ng and I 

r eall y , you know -- as t he President would say, above my 

paygrade . 

MR . (b) (6), (b) (7)(C) Under s t ood . Not legal advi ce . Did 

you and Mr . Bi den ever t a l k about , about the Pr es i dent ial 

Records Act, or how that wor ked, or whe t her some or all o f 

h i s stuf f was covered or not? 

MR . ZWONI TZER: I don ' t t hink we ever spoke 

d i rect l y about t ha t . I can ' t remember t a l king about t hat . 

MR . (b) (6), (b) (7)(C) Okay . Unl ess someone has 

addit i onal ques t ions about that one , lllfl ma ybe we can queue 

up c l ip 599 . 

MR.'""' One second . 

MR . (b) (6), (b) (7)(C) All rig ht . Thank you . 

(Audi o p l ayed 00 : 23 : 59 t o 00 : 25 : 23 . ) 
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MR . (b) (6), (b) (7)(C) Okay . So we want to ask you a few 

about these . Mark, are these the notes -- these are the 

notes on hi s lunch meetings with President Obama ; is that 

right? 

MR . ZWONITZER : Correct . 

MR . (b) (6), (b) (7)(C) That he ' s discussing here . 

MR . ZWONITZER : Yeah . 

MR . (b) (6), (b) (7)(C) Okay . And he said -- first off, he 

said, I 'm t o l d by ill?ll'f!fT I s that (b) (5), (b) (6), (b) (7)(C) ? 

(b) (5), (b) (6), (b) (7)(C) MR . ZWONITZER : No, 

(b) (6), (b) (7)(C)MR . Is that 

MR . ZWONITZER : (b) (5 ), (b) (6), (b) (7)(C) 

MR . (b) (6), (b) (7)(C) Oh , (b) (5), (b) (6), (b) (7)(C) , sorry . His, 

his body man? 

MR . ZWONITZER : Yeah, I think that's who that was . 

(b) (6), (b) (7)(C)MR . Okay . How about McGrai l ? Do you 

know who McGrai l is? 

MR . ZWONITZER : I don't , I don ' t know --

MR . (b) (6), (b) (7)(C) Okay . 

MR . ZWONITZER : -- who McGrail lS . I 'm assuming 

he was -- you know, I don ' t know . 

MR . (b) (6), (b) (7)(C) Okay . And then, as you heard, he ' s 

(b) (5), (b) (6), (b) (7)(C) talki ng to on this , his assistant . 

MR . ZWONITZER : Yep . 
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MR . (b) (6), (b) (7)(C) And i t says you were supposed t o 

turn -- or s he t e l ls h i m that we wer e supposed t o t urn t hese 

no t es i n and t hat McGr ai l was the last person who had them. 

MR . ZWONITZER: Mm- hmm . 

MR . (b) (6), (b) (7)(C) And you sai d they wer e probabl y 

somethi ng t hat goes to t he presidenti a l papers . 

MR . ZWONITZER: Mm- hmm . 

MR . (b) (6), (b) (7)(C) And Vi ce Pres i dent Biden said, 

don ' t think so . It was in bet ween -- I d i dn 't want to t urn 

t hem in . And then you added that it ' s in t he gray area . 

Could you kind of d i scuss t hat exchange about 

whether or not t hese no t es on his lunches with Obama were 

cons i dered presidenti a l r ecords or , or not? 

MR . ZWONITZER: Well , the , the whole discuss i on 

t he r e was trying to f igur e out where t hose no t es physically 

are because , yes , he had notes f rom his d i a r y , but he was 

unsure about t he dates , right? You want to be accur a t e 

about the dates , and you want to be accur a t e about t he 

substance as well . So he want ed to get a hold o f those 

o f ficial -- wha t I woul d cal l mo r e o f f i cial notes f or those 

lunches . And he was trying to f igur e out where they ended 

up . 

MR . (b) (6), (b) (7)(C) Okay . 

MR . ZWONITZER: And appar entl y -- and so that ' s --
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MR . ZWONITZER: -- bas i cal ly it . 

MR . (b) (6), (b) (7 )(C ) He sai d I -- when you said t hey ' re 

probabl y i n your presidential records , he sai d , I don't 

t h ink so . It was in bet ween -- I didn 't want to tur n them 

in . 

MR . ZWONITZER: Mm- hmm . 

MR . (b) (6), (b) (7 )(C ) Why d i dn ' t he want t o t urn t hem in? 

MR . ZWONITZER: Oh, I have no idea . But -- I just 

don ' t know . 

MR . (b) (6), (b) (7 )(C ) Okay . 

MR . ZWONITZER: But I know they ended up a t the 

Archi ves , because t hat ' s where he accessed them . 

MR . (b) (6), (b) (7 )(C ) And that was those trips to the 

National Archi ves in the spri ng and summer o f 2017? 

MR . ZWONITZER: Yeah . It was mor e l i ke -- yeah, 

that ' s rights . 

MR . (b) (6), (b) (7 )(C ) Okay . Okay . Did you get the --

MR . ZWONITZER: Di d you 

MR . (b) (6), (b) (7 )(C ) -- sense he was --

MR . ZWONITZER: I' m sorry . Did you say this was 

J anuar y o f (i ndiscer n i ble 00 : 28 : 07) --

MR . (b) (6), (b) (7 )(C ) I , I didn ' t say when it was . It ' s 

a fter he l eft offi ce . I , I 

MR . ZWONITZER: Yeah . 
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MR . (b) (6), (b) (7 )(C ) I bel i eve i t ' s i n the spring or 

early 2017 sometime . 

MR . ZWONITZER : Yeah . Yeah . I mean , I think 

there was a l ot o f paper f lying around and they were trying 

to f i gure out where, where this landed . 

(b) (6), (b) (7 )(C ) MR . Did the Vice President, did he seem 

annoyed or irritated that some of those records had to be -­

he had t o go t o National Archives t o look at them, 

especially things like his one- on- one l unches -- notes on 

h i s one- on- one lunches with President Obama . 

MR . ZWONITZER : I mean , he d i dn't seem annoyed . 

He's , l ike, a pretty game guy . He's going to go do what he 

has to do . I can ' t -- I ' ve seen him annoyed about things , 

but that was not one o f them . 

MR . (b) (6), (b) (7 )(C ) Okay . 

MR . ZWONITZER : It was a pretty s i mpl e tr i p f or 

him to make, I think . 

MR . (b) (6), (b) (7 )(C ) Okay . And did you go with him to 

the National Archives? 

MR . ZWONITZER : I did not . 

(b) (6), (b) (7 )(C ) MR. irw:r:rrn: 
MR . ZWONITZER : (b) (5), (b) (6) , (b) (7)(C) 
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MR. ZWONITZER : (b) (5), (b) (6) , (b) (7)(C) 

-
MR . (b) (6), (b) (7)(C) (b) (5), (b) (6), (b) (7)(C) 

MR. ZWONITZER : (b) (5), (b) (6), (b) (7)(C) 

(b) (6), (b) (7)(C)MR . 

MR . (b) (5), (b) (6), (b) (7)(C) we•,e -
MR . ZWONITZER : (b) (5), (b) (6), (b) (7)(C) 

MR . 

MR . 

MR . 

MR . 

(b) (5), (b) (6), (b) (7)(C) we•,e 
ZWONITZER : (b) (5), (b) (6), (b) (7)(C) 

.,,, (b) (5), (b) (6), (b) (7)(C) -ZWONITZER : (b) (5), (b) (6 ), (b) (7)(C) 

MR . .,,, Okay . And then when 

area " in that discussion , do you, 
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MR . WPP! -- what that meant? Like , what t hat 

meant to you? 

MR . ZWONITZER: Wel l , I was the one who used t he 

t erm "gray area , " right? 

MR.'""' Yep . 

MR. ZWONI TZER: Yeah . We l l , t hat meant to me, 

l i ke , are t hese personal political, or a r e t hey , you know, 

pres i dent i al papers . 

MR.'""' Okay . 

MR . ZWONITZER: That ' s t he gray area , like , where 

does t his f a l l? I t sounds l i ke t hey ended up pushing them 

i n t o t he paper s in t he Ar chives . 

MR . .,,,, Yeah . And how -- wha t l ed you to 

kind o f understand t hat to be a -- because I t hink you ' re 

probabl y righ t . I mean, I ' m no t an exper t in t he PRA, but 

what , what led you to understand that , like , personal 

r ecords versus , you know , personal a nd pol iti cal ver sus 

other records (indiscernible 00 : 31 : 19) be a gray area? 

MR . ZWONI TZER: Oh, reading that -- well , I mean , 

I don ' t t h ink I was ref e r ring to I don ' t think I had any 

parti cular understandi ng that o f that a t the t i me . I ' m 

r eacti ng to what he sai d . It was in bet ween , so it ' s a gray 

area . 

MR . .,,,, Okay . 
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MR . ZWONI TZER: I mean , I don ' t think I brought 

any particular under standi ng t o that . 

MR . \WfMfMI Okay . The way -- it sounded l ike --

you know, when we list en to it, it sounded like you said the 

gray area , which sor t of l ed us to wonder i f he had spoken t o 

you about a gray area t hat he had been sort o f advi sed about 

or had some knowledge of being not so c l ear in , i n how r ecords 

were handled . Does that -- do you r emember any discussions 

with h i m about , about what he thought was a gray area? 

MR . ZWONI TZER: I don't . No . 

MR . fPIRI Okay . 

MR . ZWONITZER: I don ' t r emember anything about 

that . 

MR.'""' Okay . 

MR . (b) (6), (b) (7)(C) All r i ght . Does anyone have any 

more fol l ow- up on t hat? I f not, we 'll move on . 

111111 I t h i nk the next one t hat makes sense to play 

is the one from Apri l 24th o f 2017 . 

MR . Ffll And 11111 I act ual l y had a quest i on . 

It sor t o f r e l a t es to the last t opic about 

(b) (6), (b) (7)(C)MR . Yeah . 

MR.'""' -- photocopyi ng . But I -- hey, Mark , 

I t hought it mi ght be eas i e r just t o p l ay t h i s segment . 

It ' s just f rom your l as t i nterview r eal quick, and it --
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MR . WPP! -- mi ght help just to hear as opposed 

to pull ing up the transcript itsel f . I think --

MR . ZWONITZER: Okay . ,,.. IMR . t h i nk I have it pul led up , but I 

mi ght have - - j ust g i ve me one second to get t o it . Hold 

on . Do no t copy it over . Sorry f o r t he pause . When I 

pulled up t he o t her recor ding, it got me o f f of okay . 

Here we go . Al l right . I 'm going to play this . 

Mark , this was just a discussion l ast time . You 

were saying the same thing that you were sayi ng be f ore about 

he k i nd o f held the j ournals , h is notebooks closed- hold, and 

you know , wasn 't something he l et other staff r eal ly, you 

know, handle or you handle . But l et me just play t h i s f or 

you real quick . 

(Audi o played 00 : 35 : 08 t o 00 : 35 : 39 . ) 

MR . %?PIP! So, Mar k, my question was , that last 

part , it sounded l ike you were about t o say something about, 

you know , maybe no t that he ever l et you - - l et anyone 

p hotocopy t hem or handl e them, but you were saying, a t one 

point , and you kind of cut yourself off. Do you remember 

what you wer e thi nking at t ha t poi nt when , when you wer e 

answering t hat quest i on about - - what was in your head at 

that moment ? 

MR . ZWONITZER: A question o f photocopying the - -
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MR. ZWONITZER : d i aries? 

MR. W@flP Yeah . So - had said, you can ' t 

photocopy t hem . You said, no, no , he did at one point, 

like , I know there were, and then , no . And I was wondering , 

you know , even if he did not photocopy t hem, were you 

recalling, like, were there discussions about creating 

photocopies that you heard about that his staff were having, 

or anything l ike that? 

MR . ZWONITZER : No . I - - again, I don 't think t he 

staff real ly knew about it, except maybe - - I may have said 

to (b) (5), (b) (6), (b) (7)(C) somet h i ng about photocopying -- possibl y 

photocopying that stuff. But, again , I mean , it was kind of 

a - - it was a hard no f rom Biden on that. I mean , because I 

think I mentioned t h i s , and I think I pushed a couple o f 

times just because o f the t ime f rame we were i n, and he 

really was -- he was , you know , courteous about it, but he 

was, he was pretty adamant . 

MR . .,,,, (b) (5), (b) (6), (b) (7)(C) 

MR . ZWONITZER : (b) (5), (b) (6), (b) (7)(C) 

(b) (5), (b) (6), (b) (?)(C) 
MR . '""' 
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MR . ..,, (b) (5), (b) (6), (b) (7)(C) 

MR . ZWONITZER: -

MR.,,.. -

(b) (5), (b) (6), (b) (7)(C) MR . ZWONITZER: -MR . ,.,,, Okay . 1111 so it was Apr i l --

MR . (b) (6), (b) (7)(C) Yeah . I t ' s --

MR . .,,,, -- 24 --

MR . (b) (6), (b) (7)(C) I think it ' s l ist ed -- it ' s April 

24t h o f 2017 . It ' s l abe l ed 170424 , I bel i eve, in t he 

folde r . I t ' s -- that ' s the next clip . 

(b) (6). (b) (7)(C) got it he r e .MR . we•,e 
MR . (b) (6), (b) (7)(C) And I ' l l bring up the t ranscript 

for al l o f us to l ook a t . 

MR . flPJ@JIPJPfl/ llllspent some time on t hat . 

(Audi o played 00 : 38 : 1 6 t o 00 : 38 : 16 . ) 

MR . 1121111911 Just tel l me when to go ahead, 1111 
(b) (6), (b) (7)(C)MR . Go ahead . Thanks . 

(Audi o p l ayed 00 : 38 : 32 t o 00 : 40 : 44 . ) 

MR . (b) (6), (b) (7)(C) Al l right . Thanks , Mark (ver bati m) . 

So, again , I think this is wha t you wer e referring t o earl i er . 

MR . ZWONITZER: Yeah . 

MR . (b) (6), (b) (7)(C) Where Bi den expl ained t o you his 

process for taking notes on his lunches with Pres i dent --
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MR . (b) (6), (b) (7)(C) -- Obama; is that right? 

MR . ZWONITZER : Yeah, that's right . 

MR . (b) (6), (b) (7)(C) Okay . 

MR . ZWONITZER : And that -- now I know what you're 

talki ng about with the card . So he had made notes in 

steep --

(b) (6), (b) (7)(C)MR . Now 

MR . ZWONITZER : wi th President Obama . 

MR . (b) (6), (b) (7)(C) Yeah . At one point during thi s, 

he's telli ng you, I had those presidential notes, and you 

said, you know, I know you gave me this much , and you have 

some papers f rom the dairy separate f rom the presidential 

notes . What was it that he had given you? Did he give you 

some portion o f his notes? 

MR . ZWONITZER : So this lS -- he woul d -- I think 

I explained to you, he would read me parts o f the diary. So 

he woul d read me, like , notes f rom the presidential l unches . 

I would take notes o f those . I n this case , about f our days 

before the 24 th, I sent my notes and some schedules to him 

that he woul d have those so that we could 

-- you know, he would know what I wanted to talk about and 

cover . And so the -- he gave me, oral l y, notes from that 

diary . I had taken notes, transcribed that stuff . This is 

-- I then sent it back t o him so that he coul d prep f o r --
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MR. ZWONI TZER: t his meet i ng, talking about t he 

J anuar y 5th l unch . So t hose are the papers that he ' s -­

t hose are t he -- the r ust l ing pape rs are the pa pers that I 

had p r epared and given t o him. 

MR . (b) (6), (b) (7 )(C ) Okay, I under s t and . He goes on t o 

confirm t hat he has separ a t e , separate notes on t hese 

lunches , as we discussed earlier . 

MR . ZWONITZER: Mm- hmm . 

MR. (b) (6 ), (b) (7 )(C ) And he said, I 'm trying t o recall 

whe r e you know, what happened to them, essent ially . And 

I had all of t hose at the house in a saf e . I don ' t know 

what t hey made me do with t hem . 

Could you t e l l us about t ha t portion of t he 

t ranscript? 

MR . ZWONITZER: I actually -- I ' m assuming 

well , I don ' t know . I don 't know wha t t ha t means . I mean, 

I guess t hose wer e t he diaries t hat were i n the sa f e at t he 

Observat ory . 

MR . (b) (6), (b) (7 )(C ) Okay . And he had a saf e at t he 

Naval Observatory? 

MR . ZWONITZER: I don ' t know . I mean, I never saw 

i t . I don ' t know t hat . But I assume a t the house in a saf e 

is what he ' s r e f erring t o t he Observat ory . 

MR . (b) (6), (b) (7 )(C ) Okay . You never saw h i m go int o --
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MR . (b) (6), (b) (7)(C) a saf e at the Naval Observatory? 

MR . ZWONITZER : I did not. 

MR . (b) (6), (b) (7)(C) Okay . Or anywhere else? 

MR . ZWONITZER : I don't know that I ' ve ever i n my 

life seen anybody go into a safe except for i n a movi e . 

MR . (b) (6), (b) (7)(C) (Laughs . ) Okay. All r i ght. Does 

anyone have any follow- up on this one? Nope? 

(Phone ringing . ) 

MR . (b) (6), (b) (7)(C) 1111 I not i ced two of the new ones 

are 590 . Do you want to cover those ones now? 

MR . fPIRI Yeah . We might (i ndiscernibl e 

00 : 44 : 14) but, Mark, maybe I can just describe -- there's a 

coupl e instances, again, where it sounds l ike -- I just 

wanted t o make sure . I think you just confirmed i t, but I 

-- just to be sure . In Apri l o f 2017, where it sounds like 

you ' re kind of directing him t o pages o f things. Is that 

just -- and referring to it as his diary . Would you refer 

to, l i ke , your transc r i ptions of his verbally reci ting t o 

you his diary as his diary when you would speak to him? 

MR . ZWONITZER : I think I would say it was -- this 

is from the diary maybe. I don 't remember. 

MR.'""' That makes s ense . I just wanted to 

make sure . So you might say, l ike, this i s from your diary, 

but you 're real ly -- in saying that -- like, it sounds 

FREE STATE REPORTING, INC . 
Cour t Reporting Transcription 

D. C . Area 301 - 261 - 1902 
Balt . & Annap . 41 0- 974 - 0947 



32 

1 

2 

3 

4 

5 

6 

7 

8 

9 

10 

1 1 

12 

13 

14 

15 

16 

17 

18 

19 

20 

21 

22 

23 

24 

25 

(00 : 45 : 17) 

MR . WPP! -- like you ' re l ooking at something 

when you ' re doing that , it sounds like what you were looking 

at was just your transcription of his diary as he had 

oral l y , kind o f , reci ted it to you; i s that 

MR . ZWONITZER : That ' s right . (b) (5), (b) (6), (b) (7)(C) 

MR . w,,,. tmwn:: 
MR . ZWONITZER : (b) (5), (b) (6), (b) (7)(C) 

(b) (6), (b) (7 )(C ) MR . 

MR. ZWONITZER: (b) (5), (b) (6), (b) (7)(C) 

MR • .., nmrn:: 
MR . (b) (6), (b) (7 )(C ) (b) (5), (b) (6), (b) (7)(C) 

- (b) (5), (b) (6), (b) (7)(C ) MR. ZWONITZER: 

MR . (b) (6), (b) (7 )(C ) (b) (5), (b) (6), (b) (7)(C) 

-MR . .., (b) (5), (b) (6), (b) (7)(C) 

(b) (5), (b) (6), (b) (7)(C ) (b) (6), (b) (7 )(C ) MR . 

MR.,.,,, 

MR . (b) (6), (b) (7 )(C ) Then I think we ' ll go to c lip 556 . 

There ' s actuall y two c l ips . And, Mark , 556 are from 

February 16th of 2017 . And I know we covered this --
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MR . (b) (6), (b) (7)(C) -- intervi ew , this conversat ion 

last t i me we met. 

MR . ZWONITZER: Okay . 

MR . (b) (6), (b) (7)(C) And t his is , again , February 1 6th 

o f 2017, a t his r ental p r opert y , the house on Chai n Bridge 

Road --

MR . ZWONITZER: Okay . 

MR . (b) (6), (b) (7)(C) in McLean , Vi rgi nia . And this 

is t he c lip . You ' l l r ecal l we t a l ked about where he , he 

says he just found a l l t he c l assi f ied downstai r s . 

MR . ZWONITZER: Okay . 

MR . (b) (6), (b) (7)(C) There ' s a couple c l ips f rom that . 

They 're a littl e l engthier and not a l l squar ely r elevant, 

but I want to play t hem for you just t o see just so we 

can tal k a little bit about thi s and see i f it Jogs any 

memories . 

MR . ZWONITZER: Okay . 

MR . (b) (6), (b) (7)(C) Okay? 

MR . ZWONITZER: Yes . 

MR . (b) (6), (b) (7)(C) All r i ght, exce l lent. And t hen 

I ' l l bring up the transcript again l i ke last t ime . 

MR . ZWONITZER: Okay . 

MR . (b) (6), (b) (7)(C) And you can go ahead, WRJISj 

whenever you have it up . 
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MR. fl2llll9II Thanks . 

MR . W@flP Let me -- here , mi ne seems to p l ay a 

littl e louder . Let me restart it . 

(b) (6), (b) (7 )(C ) MR . Great . 

(Audio played 00 : 47 : 48 t o 00 : 54 : 21. ) 

MR. (b) (6), (b) (7 )(C ) All right. That ends that first 

c l ip . And we cut out a little bit, but to summarize, Mark, 

it seems he ' s telling you an anecdote about a debate with 

Edward Tel ler o f --

MR . ZWONITZER : Yeah . 

MR. (b) (6), (b) (7 )(C ) -- hydrogen bomb fame . Do you 

recall that incident or that anecdote? 

MR . ZWONITZER : It's hard t o f orget debat i ng 

Edward Tel ler , right? I 'm assuming I woul d assume this 

is -- I mean , I think this is probabl y in the ' 70s or 

something . 

MR . (b) (6), (b) (7 )(C ) Yeah . I was actually trying to 

find it on YouTube. I would l ike t o see those debates . 

MR . GINSBERG : Were they real ly 100 f eet apart? 

MR . (b) (6), (b) (7 )(C ) I don 't know . I nteresting . And 

then he transitions back to his -- it l ooks l ike that one , 

he's just telling the s t ory f rom memory . 

MR . ZWONITZER : Yeah . 

MR . (b) (6), (b) (7 )(C ) And then he turns back to one of --
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MR . (b) (6), (b) (7)(C) -- h i s diaries or one o f h i s 

no t ebooks and s t art s talki ng about a meet i ng on the debate 

in Af ghani stan and Iraq and ot he r issues ; is t hat right? 

MR . ZWONITZER: Yeah . That ' s what it looks l ike . 

MR . (b) (6), (b) (7)(C) Okay . And he ' s about t o talk -- to 

go into several points someone made or he had made during 

debates on the Afghanis t an war back i n t he day . 

Can we queue up the second c l ip from t his , then? 

We cut out a l itt l e bit about those f our point s , and t hen we 

have anothe r c l ip here t ha t we ' ll play . 

MR . fPIRI Al l right . I think I go t it , go t it 

ready , 1111 so whenever you ' re ready . 

MR . (b) (6), (b) (7)(C) Excel l ent . Yeah . Al l right . Go , 

go ahead . Thi s one ' s much short er, Mark . 

(Audi o played 00 : 55 : 55 t o 00 : 56 : 51 . ) 

(b) (6), (b) (7)(C)MR . Al l right . Mark, I want to ask you 

now , he ' s as he talks about t he point s he made about the 

troop surge , or the debate over the troop surge in 

Af ghani stan , he says , I just found a l l t he c l assif ied s t u f f 

downstai r s . And I know we talked about this last t i me we 

met, but I want to ask you agai n just to , just t o do it . 

MR . ZWONITZER: Okay . 

MR . (b) (6), (b) (7)(C) I mean, having gone through that , 

can you tell us what you recal l about this and what he --
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MR . (b) (6), (b) (7)(C) -- was tal king about during t his 

c l ip? 

MR . ZWONITZER: So l S that a l l , lS t hat a l l one --

from one sessi on? 

MR . (b) (6), (b) (7)(C) It --

MR . ZWONI TZER: And was i t --

(b) (6), (b) (7)(C)MR . It is . 

MR . ZWONITZER: -- like , off t he back? That ' s al l 

t he --

MR . (b) (6), (b) (7)(C) It lS . We cl i pped off , l i ke , 20 

seconds just because o f t he sensitive nature of t he f our 

points t hat he made . So this i s all one -- i t could have 

been one document . 

MR . ZWONITZER: Okay . 

MR . (b) (6), (b) (7)(C) We just ski pped a l ittle c l ip and 

t hen we cut off 

MR . ZWONITZER: Al l right . 

MR . (b) (6), (b) (7)(C) We didn ' t want to play the whole 

t h ing . 

MR . ZWONITZER: Go t it . Unders t ood . 

MR . (b) (6), (b) (7)(C) But i t ' s a l l one b i g , it ' s al l one 

b i g thought . 

MR . ZWONITZER: Okay . So yeah . I t ' s har d to 

tell . I think it ' s , it ' s -- this is a t i me when he was 
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MR . ZWONITZER : -- talking about corni ng back t o 

work in the White House a ft er Beau's death . This is sort of 

his f irst getting back t o the White House . That ' s what 

remember about that date , Jul y 7th . 

MR . (b) (6), (b) (7 )(C ) Okay . We l l, when he ' s talking 

about i n earl y ' 09 , writing thi s hand- page (sic) 40- page 

memo arguing against deploying additional troops to 

Af ghanistan --

MR . ZWONI TZER : Yeah . 

MR . (b) (6), (b) (7 )(C ) do you recal l him talking about 

that debate and his role i n it? 

MR . ZWONITZER : Not f or this book and not in the 

-- I don ' t remember ever real ly talking about that with him 

particularly . I know that -- I mean, I know that this 

debate was has been much, much written about, you know? 

Everybody, you know, from Obama down . 

MR . (b) (6), (b) (7 )(C ) Yeah . Many, many books on it and 

articles, coverage . And Biden's role on that debate has 

been written about and remarked upon . 

MR . ZWONITZER : Yeah . I mean, he was the -- I 

think he was the one guy f lagging, and it became f airly 

famous because of the, you know -- I knew about the time 

just because I knew -- remembered the McChrystal event . 

MR . (b) (6), (b) (7 )(C ) What do you mean the McChrystal 
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MR . (b) (6), (b) (7 )(C ) -- event? 

MR . ZWONITZER: Well , you know , McChrys t a l was t he 

general , I beli eve , who was f ired f or some prett y nas t y 

r emarks about Biden , i f I remember right . 

MR . (b) (6), (b) (7 )(C ) Mm- hmm . And so he ' s saying he just 

found the classifi ed stuff downstai r s, and t hen he -- i t 

sounds like he ' s describing what he f ound downs t a i rs o r t he 

na t ure of t he s t u f f he f ound, and t h i s handwrit t en 40 - page 

memorandum. 

MR . ZWONITZER: Mm- hmm . 

MR . (b) (6), (b) (7 )(C ) Is t ha t -- was that your take when 

you li s t ened to t his or hear d it ? 

MR . ZWONITZER: I just -- I don't know if he was 

r eferring t o t he , t he s t u f f downstairs o r if he was 

r e f erring t o t he argume nt I was making about I r aq at t he 

t i me . 

MR . (b) (6), (b) (7 )(C ) Okay . Okay . But it seems -- and I 

know, Ma r k , we t a l ked about thi s . You didn ' t you don ' t 

you d i dn ' t have any independent recol l ection o f thi s . 

You were j ust put ting yourself back i n your shoes ; is that 

right? 

MR . ZWONITZER: Yes . 

(b) (6), (b) (7 )(C ) MR . When you l i sten t o t h i s . I t sounds 

l i ke whatever classif i ed s t u f f he f ound downs t ai r s was --
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MR . (b) (6), (b) (7)(C) -- on this t opic ; is that right? 

In earl y ' 09? Documents related to that timeframe, that 

debate . 

MR . ZWONITZER : It sounds like . But, agai n, 

have no memory and no -- I never saw -- you know , I never 

saw any of these things . He never said, oh , let me show you 

this . You know, I just saw -- I don ' t know wha t was the 

nature of that material. 

MR . (b) (6), (b) (7)(C) That hand- page -- that handwr i tten 

40 - page memo , you ' ve -- have you heard, read about thi s 

and --

MR . ZWONITZER : Yeah. 

MR . (b) (6), (b) (7)(C) It ' s sort of a historical event 

that happened . 

MR . ZWONITZER : I think that ' s been in the -- in 

many books and a l ot o f press and newspaper coverage . 

MR . (b) (6), (b) (7)(C) And do you know whether Biden kept 

it or has it as a historical artifact or i n his own 

archives? 

MR . ZWONITZER : I have no idea if he kept it . 

don ' t know . 

MR . (b) (6), (b) (7)(C) He ' s never shown it to you , I take 

it . 

MR . ZWONITZER : I ' ve never seen it . 
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MR . (b) (6), (b) (7)(C) Okay . 

Does anyone have any f ollow- up on t h i s one? 

(b) (6), (b) (7)(C) MR . Not from me, 11111 
(b) (6), (b) (7)(C) MR . 7IWl?IW!Yiffli 7 

• 

MR.'""' J ust maybe a qu i ck point o f 

c l a ri f i cation . Mark , it sounded l ike you sai d t ha t you 

hadn ' t t a l ked about -- with Biden about Af ghani stan with 

r egard t o t h i s book . But with regar d to o t her books , have 

you spoken to h im about Af ghani stan a t al l or any other 

d i scussions about his rol e i n that debat e? 

MR . ZWONITZER: Wel l , we talked a lot about 

Af ghani stan i n his -- i n the f i rst book that we d i d . But , 

but that predated ' 09 . But, I mean , he was very -- l ike , he 

was the f i rst per son int o Afghanis t an a f ter the war . So , 

yes , we had discussions about Af ghani stan , but it was before 

this t i me period . 

MR . WfffW Okay . 

SA (b) (6), (b) (7)(C) (b) (5) , (b) (6) , (b) (7)(C) 

MR . ZWONITZER: (b) (5), (b) (6) , (b) (7)(C) 
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MR . ZWONITZER : (b) (5), (b) (6), (b) (7)(C) 

SA (b) (6), (b) (7)(C) (b) (5), (b) (6), (b) (7)(C) 

MR . ZWONITZER : (b) (5), (b) (6), (b) (7)(C) 

SA (b) (6), (b) (7)(C) (b) (5) , (b) (6), (b) (7)(C) 

MR . (b) (6), (b) (7)(C) (b) (5), (b) (6), (b) (7)(C) 

MR . ZWONITZER : (b) (5), (b) (6), (b) (7)(C) 

MR . (b) (6), (b) (7)(C) (b) (5), (b) (6), (b) (7)(C) 

MR . ZWONITZER : (b) (5), (b) (6), (b) (7)(C) 

MR . (b) (6), (b) (7)(C) (b) (5), (b) (6), (b) (7)(C) 
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MR. ZWONI TZER: (b) (5), (b) (6), (b) (7)(C) 

(b) (6), (b) (7)(C)MR . (b) (5), (b) (6), (b) (7)(C) 

1111 

MR . ZWONI TZER: (b) (5), (b) (6), (b) (7)(C) 

1111 

MR. (b) (6), (b) (7)(C) Did he ever -- so if you t h ink 

about Af ghani stan , he was -- very f amously stood up to t he 

mi l i tary i n terms of argui ng against sendi ng addi tional 

troops t o Afghanis t an . He took, as you know -- a l luded to 

pretty signi f icant critici sm f rom t he military f or h i s 

posi t i on on that . And, arguabl y , he was proven right . I --
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MR . (b) (6), (b) (7)(C) -- suspect he would say he was 

proven r i ght . Did he -- with respect to that i ssue , would 

he talk about that and, and want ed to make sure h i story 

r ecorded that he was on t he right side of t h i s issue , this 

very i mport ant issue? 

MR . ZWONITZER: I n terms o f Af ghanistan? 

MR . (b) (6), (b) (7)(C) Yeah . Or simi lar i ssues . 

MR . ZWONITZER: I don't r emember him speaking 

about Afghani stan in t his epi sode in parti cul a r in terms o f 

how he would be judged . I mean, I -- this is supposition , 

but I think that he ' s , in t erms o f t he surge , he ' s , he ' s 

p l eased with t he way he ' l l be seen, but that ' s my guesswork . 

(b) (6), (b) (7)(C)MR . Gotcha . You ment ioned the f irst 

book , which i s a good , a good transition f o r us , because the 

f i rst time , we t a l ked a litt l e bit , or at some length, about 

your work on Mr . Biden ' s f irst memoire , Promises t o Keep, 

back in 2006 , 2007 t i meframe --

MR . ZWONITZER: Yeah . 

(b) (6), (b) (7)(C)MR . I thi nk . And how you followed a 

s i mi l ar process in terms o f oral i nterviews that you woul d 

transcribe and, sort of, shape t he book . 

MR . ZWONITZER: Mm- hmm . 

(b) (6), (b) (7)(C)MR . And we tal ked about i n 

parti cular, there were sever al trips t hat he t ook in t he --
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MR . (b) (6), (b) (7)(C) -- late ' 70s whi le he was a young 

senator . And he describes in the book , or thr ough you , 

describes in t he book his forma t ive experiences that really 

taugh t h im how t o handl e f o r eign pol i cy and gave h im t he 

gravi tas and experience necessary, despite h i s yout h , to 

move up being a senator, a young senat or , t o being 

ultimatel y a Pres i dent - - t he President o f the United 

States , a lthough that took several decades longer t han he 

had hoped, perhaps , o r had expected . During t hat , you sai d 

t hat h i s s t a f f put toget her some sor t o f binder s or 

scrapbook t ype materia l t hat you coul d look a t t ha t 

document ed some o f t hose trips ; is that right? 

MR . ZWONITZER: Yeah . 

MR . (b) (6), (b) (7)(C) I ' m going to show you some phot os 

and ask you whe t her these mi ght be the scrapbooks , okay? 

don ' t know, you know, whether or not t hey a r e . 

MR . ZWONITZER: Okay . 

MR . (b) (6), (b) (7)(C) Or whe t he r o r no t you ' l l know, but 

I want t o show you . Here . Okay . Al l right . So I 'm 

s howi ng you now up on the screen a Redweld t hat ' s marked 

it ' s a phot o o f a Redweld marked - - l abeled Travel 

Itinerary . 

MR . ZWONITZER: Yep . 

MR . (b) (6), (b) (7)(C) And t he Bates , f o r t he record --

FREE STATE REPORT I NG, INC . 
Cour t Reporting Transcr iption 

D. C . Area 301 - 261 - 1902 
Balt . & An nap . 41 0- 974 - 0947 

I 



5 

10 

15 

20 

25 

45 

1 

2 

3 

4 

6 

7 

8 

9 

11 

12 

13 

14 

16 

17 

18 

19 

21 

22 

23 

24 

(01 : 09 : 16) 

(b) (6), (b) (7 )(C ) MR . lS 1B18 CODEL Biden Travel 

Itinerary, starting at Bates 1 . I ' m just going to flip 

through this --

MR . ZWONI TZER : Okay . 

MR . (b) (6), (b) (7 )(C ) a l ittle bit . And this contains 

materials re l ated t o a trip that then Senator Biden took to 

the Soviet Union . 

MR . ZWONITZER : Mm- hmm . 

MR . (b) (6), (b) (7 )(C ) There ' s al l sorts of stuff : 

brief ing memos, train tickets, plane tickets, schedul es, 

itiner aries . Kind o f interesting, ac t ual l y . 

MR . ZWONITZER : Yeah , no . This is nothing I ' ve 

ever seen . 

MR . (b) (6), (b) (7 )(C ) Okay . 

MR . ZWONITZER : I wish I had. 

(b) (6), (b) (7 )(C)MR . And --

MR . ZWONITZER : I wish I had --

(b) (6), (b) (7 )(C ) MR . Yeah . 

MR . ZWONITZER : -- at the time. But , no . 

MR . (b) (6), (b) (7 )(C) Here ' s another one . It' s another 

Redweld. This is 1B18 CODEL Biden Info on Soviet Off icial s, 

and it's a Redweld labeled, I n f o rmation on Soviet Off icial s . 

It has kind of interesting material on the people , the 

leaders and other individuals he'd be meeting with 
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MR . (b) (6), (b) (7 )(C ) -- during his trip t o the Sovi et 

Union . 

MR . ZWONITZER : Yep . Nope . Never saw any o f 

this . 

MR . (b) (6), (b) (7 )(C ) Okay . 

MR . ZWONITZER : Thi s lS not the type of things you 

saw when you were writing Promises to Keep? 

MR . ZWONITZER : No . It was l iterally, like, you 

know, press rel eases, speeches . The -- any trip information 

would be his o f ficia l reports, you know, that went to the 

Senate at large, I think, or general l y , you know , went t o 

the public . 

MR . (b) (6), (b) (7 )(C ) Okay . Here' s another one . This is 

1B18 Itinerary Germany Redwel d . I t ' s a Redweld containing 

information on a trip he took to Germany in 1 979 . Anything 

l i ke this? 

MR . ZWONITZER : I never saw this, no . 

MR . (b) (6), (b) (7 )(C ) Okay . 

MR . ZWONITZER : I know we tal ked about that trip, 

but he didn ' t -- that ' s not something I go t . 

MR . (b) (6), (b) (7 )(C ) Okay . You said you wi shed you 

would have been able t o s ee that stuf f . Why is that? 

MR . ZWONITZER : I mean , i t makes it much more 

interes ting to write i t , you know? 
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(b) (6), (b) (7)(C)MR . Yeah . 

MR . ZWONITZER : I f you can write about t hose -­

you know , if you can wrote about those Soviet general s, you 

know, that's interesting, but I never got t o see that . 

MR . 

type o f stuff 

MR . 

MR . 

MR . 

MR . 

MR . 

MR . ZWONITZER : 

MR . .,,, 

MR . ZWONITZER : 

mm::n:r 
(b) (5), (b) (6), (b) (7)(C) 

(b) (5), (b) (6), (b) (7)(C) 

- MR . .,,, 

MR . ZWONITZER : 

(b) (5), (b) (6), (b) (7)(C) 

(b) (5), (b) (6), (b) (7)(C) 

(b) (6), (b) (7)(C) Okay . All right . That ' s not the 

you saw . 

(b) (5), (b) (6), (b) (7)(C) 

IIRPRI 11111 
(b) (6), (b) (7)(C) 

we•,e 
(b) (6), (b) (7)(C) 

IIRPRI 

(b) (5), (b) (6), (b) (7)(C) 

(b) (5), (b) (6), (b) (7)(C) 

(b) (5). (b) (6). (b) (7)(C) 

(b) (5), (b) (6), (b) (7)(C) 
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MR . 

MR . 

1111 
MR . 

MR . 

MR . 

-
MR . 

MR . 

MR . ZWONITZER: (b) (5), (b) (6), (b) (7)(C) ■ 

(b) (5), (b) (6), (b) (7)(C) W@f,e 
ZWONITZER: (b) (5), (b) (6), (b) (7)(C) 

fWPW (b) (5), (b) (6), (b) (7)(C) 

(b) (6), (b) (7 )(C) (b) (5), (b) (6), (b) (7)(C) 

(b) (6), (b) (7 )(C) 

(b) (6), (b) (7 )(C) (b) (5), (b) (6), (b) (7)(C) -
(b) (6), (b) (7 )(C) (b) (5), (b) (6), (b) (7)(C) 

(b) (6), (b) (7 )(C) (b) (5), (b) (6), (b) (7)(C) 

- MR . ZWONITZER: (b) (5), (b) (6), (b) (7)(C) 
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(01 :13 : 45) 

MR . ZWONITZER: (b) (5), (b) (6), (b) (7)(C) 

MR . (b) (6), (b) (7)(C) 

MR . ZWONITZER: 

(b) (5), (b) (6), (b) (7)(C) 

(b) (5), (b) (6), (b) (7)(C) 

-

MR . (b) (6), (b) (7)(C) (b) (5), (b) (6), (b) (7)(C) 

MR . ZWONITZER: (b) (5), (b) (6), (b) (7)(C) 

(b) (6), (b) (7)(C)MR . (b) (5), (b) (6), (b) (7)(C) 

MR . ZWONITZER: (b) (5), (b) (6), (b) (7)(C) 

(b) (6), (b) (7)(C)MR . (b) (5), (b) (6), (b) (7)(C) 
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MR . (b) (6), (b) (7)(C) -- checking wi th somebody? Or some 

-- like, he was just doing h i s own r esear ch , o r he was 

asking someone else to hel p with that? 

MR . ZWONITZER: I just don ' t -- I don ' t r emember . 

Wel l, I mean , i f he went back and, you know , had someone on 

t he staf f see , you know, what was unclass i f ied and what was 

no t . I do know I also went and separately d i d , you know , 

the research to f i gure out, l ike , wha t , what t his was about, 

and it was a l r eady in the papers and much reported . And it 

was actual ly a l so -- it was , l i ke , a l most 25 year s a f t er the 

fact . 

MR . (b) (6), (b) (7)(C) Okay, thank you . 

MR . ZWONITZER: He was -- I mean , even 25 years 

a f t er the f act , he was sti ll being caref u l about what he 

coul d te l l me . 

(b) (6), (b) (7)(C)MR . Thanks ,,,.,,.,,, 

SA (b) (6), (b) (7)(C) When you say this Wi l l i am 

Casey- Goldwater stor y , he want ed to check t o make sure t ha t 

it was unclass ified, am I t h i nking o f it the same way --

j ust want t o make sure I unders t and what you mean by it was 

uncl assifi ed . Was t here something 

MR . ZWONITZER: That was my l anguage , not his . 

I ' m sorry . I was readi ng into , l i ke , you know , what he had 

to be car e f u l about and what he had to check bef ore he --
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MR. ZWONITZER : -- told me anything . 

SA (b) (6), (b) (7)(C) Was it , like , f rom Senate 

Intel ligence hearing, or was it because there was internal 

-- you know, an argument in the Senate , and he wanted to 

make sure that this wouldn't impact someone ' s reputation . 

Do you know wha t I mean? Is it about Nat i onal Security, or 

is it about someone ' s reputation? 

MR . ZWONITZER : I actually don ' t -- I don ' t 

remember . But that story, the Gol dwater- Casey- Eiden story 

is easy to look up . It's probably from the early ' 80s . 

SA (b) (6), (b) (7)(C) Okay . So but sitting here today, 

is it your understanding that this might have been National 

Security classified and Biden went back to make sure that it 

wasn ' t currentl y class ified? 

MR . ZWONITZER : I don't think -- I don ' t -- I just 

don ' t know . 

SA (b) (6), (b) (7)(C) Okay . 

MR . ZWONITZER : I mean , again, it ' s 20 years ago 

and I --

SA (b) (6), (b) (7)(C) So I guess that brings me t o --

there were a coupl e mentions in the transcripts where Biden 

mentions this might be classified, or this is classified , 

and he skips over parts o f it; did you , did you have any 

understanding with Biden about wha t kind o f things he --
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SA (b) (6), (b) (7)(C) coul d discuss with you and what 

ki nd o f t h ings he couldn ' t? And to the s i mila r question o f 

when he says c l assif i ed, i s that i s it your under s t andi ng 

t hat t hat ' s National Security classi f ied, o r does t ha t mean , 

you know , I j us t want thi s off t he r ecord? 

MR . ZWONITZER: I don ' t -- I mean , I don ' t know . 

I don ' t t h ink I can answer that question f rom thinki ng about 

what was happening s i x years ago . I just don ' t have any 

strong memo r y o f that . 

SA (b) (6), (b) (7)(C) So you guys didn ' t have any 

d i scussions about what t he term c l assi f ied me ant, o r if you 

could be writ i ng about it o r recording it? 

MR . ZWONITZER: No , we d i dn ' t have any specif ic 

d i scussions about t hat . 

SA (b) (6), (b) (7)(C) Do you have any general memories 

about discuss i ng that topi c? 

MR . ZWONITZER: I mean , it seems l ike I was aware 

t hat t he then Vice President and the staff were having 

d i scussions about t hat t opic but, you know, I was not privy 

to t hose and no t par t o f those . 

SA (b) (6), (b) (7)(C) Talk about that a little mo r e . 

What do you mean by that, t hat t he Vi ce Pres i dent and his 

staff wer e havi ng d i scuss i ons about it ? 

MR . ZWONITZER: I mean , I just -- I don ' t know --
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MR . ZWONITZER : -- except that they were just 

being careful. 

SA (b) (6), (b) (7)(C) So but they were being careful 

about what? 

MR . ZWONITZER : I mean , I guess they were being 

caref u l about what they could tel l the world at large in 

this book . 

SA (b) (6), (b) (7)(C) And who on the staff was being 

caref u l with him about it? 

MR . ZWONITZER : I don't know . I -- if I -- it 

would be guesswork to say. 

SA (b) (6), (b) (7)(C) Maybe if you could describe mo re 

why you were what makes you aware that they were 

concerned about that? Or any kind o f addi tional information 

that let you know that they were considering it . 

MR. ZWONITZER : I just I don 't I can't --

s i x years later, I woul dn ' t be able to give an accurate 

memory of wha t was happening, but wouldn ' t you take it as a 

matter of f or granted and a matter o f course that he ' s going 

to be careful about this material , what he can say . 

SA (b) (6), (b) (7)(C) So I ' m just trying to clarify 

because you said you were aware the Vice President and his 

staff were having discussions about it , and so I ' m just 

trying t o get mo re -- what made you aware of that? 
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MR. ZWONITZER : I ' m trying t o think of a specific 

event or something and I just -- I can ' t . What makes me 

aware of it i s that, a l so, he woul d be careful as we spoke 

about what he coul d -- you know, what he had t o jump over , 

what he could say and what he coul d not . 

SA (b) (6), (b) (7)(C) Okay. But any more about, kind 

o f , the staff involvement? 

MR . ZWONITZER : I don't know anything about the 

staff involvement of that, o f the -- I don't know anything 

about their internal discussions . 

SA (b) (6), (b) (7)(C) Were you, kind of , general ly awar e 

that they were having discussions? 

MR . GINSBERG : You know, I think we ought t o take 

a short break . I f you ' re --fWJf81 i f you need to ask more 

questions about this, maybe there ' s a way we can resolve it . 

SA (b) (6), (b) (7)(C) Sure. 

MR . GINSBERG : I think it -- we've been going for 

a l most an hour- and- a - half . We can take a five - minute break, 

and then we can go forward and it might be smoother or not . 

Okay? 

MR . (b) (6), (b) (7)(C) Sounds great . 

SA (b) (6), (b) (7)(C) Yep . 

MR . GINSBERG : Good . 

SA (b) (6), (b) (7)(C) It is 3 : 25 . We're going on break . 
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(End Track 240104 1313 . ) 

(Begi n Tr ack 240104 1 447 . ) 

SA (b) (6), (b) (7)(C) Okay . It is 3 : 37 . We ' re back 

from break . 

(b) (6), (b) (7)(C)MR . IIPPlffil you 're muted . 

SA (b) (6), (b) (7)(C) I t is 3 : 37 , and we 're back from 

break . 

So before we went on the break , we were talki ng 

about discussions t hat you mi ght have had with former Vice 

Pres i dent Biden about material t ha t you s houl d o r shouldn ' t 

incl ude in your, i n your wor k . And because that they wer e 

-- it was government information or it was, you know, 

sens i t i ve o r c l assif i ed inf ormat ion . And I j us t wanted to 

r eset --

MR . GINSBERG : I don ' t mean to inter rup t you , but 

t hat ' s not what - - where we were . And I don ' t t h i nk t hat 

question was asked . You certai nly coul d ask it, but it ' s 

no t where with were bef o r e the b r eak . 

SA (b) (6), (b) (7)(C) So maybe this i s the confusion , 

because t hat ' s t he ques t ion that I was trying to ask . And 

t hen your response to it was that you and t he Vice President 

d i dn ' t have speci f ic d i scuss i ons regarding the use o f 

c l assif ied; i s t ha t correct ? 

MR . ZWONITZER: I don't r emember any speci fic 

d i scussions we had . I don ' t remember that . 
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SA (b) (6), (b) (7)(C) Okay . And then my understanding 

i s t hat you then said you were aware t he Vice President and 

h i s staff were having discussions about it and t ha t they 

were being caref u l about the information that was bei ng 

r elayed to you ; is t hat accurate? 

MR . ZWONI TZER: Well, I t h ink I was aware t ha t 

ther e was -- I had a general s e nse that they were bei ng 

caref u l. 

MR . GINSBERG : Now, when you say they, you mean 

t he sta f f . You don ' t mean Biden . 

MR . ZWONI TZER: I mean t he staff, I mean . Bu t I 

d i dn ' t ever have any -- because they were also p r ovi ding me 

with ma t erial s . But I don ' t remember any specific 

d i scussions I had about that wi t h staf f peopl e . 

SA (b) (6), (b) (7)(C) Okay . 

MR . ZWONI TZER: I t was , i t was -- I think it was 

i ncumbent upon t hem, but I don ' t think I had -- I don ' t 

r emember specif ic d i scuss i ons about that . 

SA (b) (6), (b) (7)(C) Okay . And this general s e nse that 

t hey were bei ng caref u l , was that because t hey were l imiti ng 

t h ings t ha t they wer e providi ng to you , or that they were 

what do you mean by that, t hat t hey were being careful? 

MR . ZWONITZER: I just mean my gener al sense is 

t hat t hey were careful about t he materi al t hey could --
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MR. ZWONITZER: -- provide me . 

SA (b) (6), (b) (7)(C) Okay . 

MR . (b) (6), (b) (7)(C) Do you say t ha t - - Mark , t he r e ' s a 

fai rly l imited amount o f materi al t hat you were act ually 

provi ded out side o f the oral int erviews that - - t h ings t ha t 

Vi ce Pres i dent Bi den said t o you or read to you ; i s that 

right? 

MR . ZWONITZER: Yeah . 

MR. (b) (6), (b) (7)(C) Is t ha t wha t you mean , that t hey --

it was very l i mi ted i n t he wor l d o f s t u f f t ha t t hey actual ly 

gave you? 

MR. ZWONITZER: Yes . I mean , you know , l i ke , the 

schedul es o r wha tever . But, yes , everyt h i ng ' s - - I mean , 

yes , it was limited . 

SA (b) (6), (b) (7)(C) Okay . 

(b) (6), (b) (7)(C)MR. And when you sai d - - when you say 

t hey ' r e being car e f u l, i t was because they d i dn ' t give you 

very much . Not because t hey were , l i ke , close t o - - o r was 

it because t hey were c l ose to a l i ne and there were thi ngs 

t ha t were sensitive and t hey were debating whe t her or not 

t hey could g i ve i t t o you? 

MR. ZWONITZER: I just didn ' t get much material . 

MR . (b) (6), (b) (7)(C) Okay . 

SA (b) (6), (b) (7)(C) Okay . That' s helpf u l because --
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SA (b) (6), (b) (7)(C) -- I think I was j ust on a 

d ifferent page . 

And the n you a l so sai d t ha t the Vi ce Pr es i dent 

woul d be car eful what he woul d speak t o you about , and he 

woul d skip over s e cti ons if he t hought t ha t it migh t be 

c l assif ied or sensiti ve ; i s that accurat e? 

MR. ZWONITZER: That was my -- I mean , t hat' s my 

memory of wha t was happeni ng at t he time . 

SA (b) (6), (b) (7)(C) Okay . 

MR . ZWONITZER: I mean , you could hear long pauses 

in t he discuss i ons . 

SA (b) (6), (b) (7)(C) Okay . And he woul d also somet imes 

say, this part' s classified, and then it woul d seem l i ke he 

woul d skip over sess i ons or sect ions o f h i s journal . 

MR . ZWONITZER: I mean , I don ' t -- again , I don ' t 

r emember that much. 

SA (b) (6), (b) (7)(C) Okay . 

MR . .,,,, And, Mark , just going back, that 

general sense o f being careful kind o f re l ates t o wha t I was 

asking about earlier . Do you remember any inst ances of , you 

know, you expect ed t o ge t material and t hey, like , told you 

no . Or you asked f or material and the s t a f f t old you no as 

opposed t o Biden h imself? 

MR . ZWONITZER: You know , I don't remember t hat --
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MR. ZWONITZER: -- I asked for a l ot . So I don ' t 

t h ink that t hey -- I don ' t r emember speci f ic instances where 

they said, no , you can 't have this , you know? But i f 

woul d say, you know , I need the schedul es from X, Y, and Z 

from specific dates , I would get those . You know, what they 

coul d give to me . But I always got a sense that there were 

t h ings t hat they, you know, could not and would not. 

MR . .,,,, Were t here ever any e f forts that you , 

l i ke , we r e tol d about to photocopy mat erial f o r you but t hen 

t he phot ocopi es were held back? 

MR. ZWONITZER: No . Don ' t remember nothing l ike 

t hat . 

MR . .,,,, Okay . And t he r e ' s a coupl e 

instances , and, you know , we don ' t have t he audio recor ding 

because they mi ght contain sensiti ve mat erial, but -- and I 

t h ink you ment i oned thi s i n the f i rst i ntervi ew as , l ike , 

you know , some of t he i nstances whe r e he might kind o f show 

you more a no t ebook . There ' s one recording , f or example , 

whe r e he ' s , li ke , try i ng to read his own handwr iti ng and 

you ' re sort of hel ping him. Does t ha t sound -- like , does 

t hat scenari o sor t o f sound f a mili a r ? 

MR. ZWONITZER: I t h i nk t he r e was , l i ke , an 

i ns t ance or two whe r e he woul d be hol d i ng t he notebook and 

say, oh, my God, what ' s t his word, you know . I can ' t --

FREE STATE REPORT I NG, INC . 
Court Reporting Transcr iption 

D. C . Area 301 - 261 - 1902 
Balt. & Annap . 41 0- 974 - 0947 



60 

I 

1 

2 

3 

4 

5 

6 

7 

8 

9 

10 

11 

12 

13 

14 

15 

1 6 

17 

18 

1 9 

20 

21 

22 

23 

24 

25 

(00 : 06 : 25) 

MR. ZWONI TZER: bel i eve I c a n ' t r ead my own 

handwriting . You know, t hat mi ght have happened a t i me --

t h ink that happened a time or two . 

MR . fWPP Yeah . 

MR . ZWONITZER: I ' m sure it did . 

MR . fPIRI And we , let me te l l you , can 

sympathize wi t h trying t o read t he President ' s handwriting . 

It ' s no t always easy . 

MR . ZWONITZER: Well , it ' s prett y darn good as 

compar ed to mine . 

MR . fPIRI Ther e ' s one recording where he says 

to you t hat -- he -- it -- you kind o f -- he ' s showi ng you 

somethi ng, and t hen he says that some of this may be 

c l assif ied, so be caref ul . Do you r emember that i nstance? 

MR . ZWONITZER: I don ' t . I don ' t remember t hat 

instance or reading i t in t he -- I just -- I don ' t r emember 

t hat . 

MR . .,,,, Okay . I t just -- putt ing yourself 

back to what -- you know , I under s t and you don ' t have a 

c l earance and haven ' t had a clear ance before , but do you 

know what like , what you would have done with that 

i n f ormation , or what expect ation he would have been 

conveyi ng t o you as someone who's not cleared? Li ke , what , 

what were you supposed -- l i ke , tell i ng you to be careful --
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MR. WPP! -- what woul d that even mean t o you 

in that instance? 

MR . ZWONITZER : I don't remember him t ell i ng me to 

be careful. Did he tel l me to be care f ul? 

MR . '""' That ' s wha t it sounded l ike on the 

recording. 

MR. ZWONITZER : I just - - I don't know - -

MR . .,,,, Okay . 

MR. ZWONITZER : what was in his head . 

MR . '""' If that were t o happen today, for 

example, and - - let' s, let's just say someone showed you a 

piece of classified information on a no t ebook and said, be 

caref u l, l ike, do you know what you would t ake t ha t to mean, 

the be careful t o mean , like , what you were supposed t o be 

caref u l doing? 

MR . GINSBERG : You know, I know we're not in 

court, but that's just an impossible question to ask how he 

woul d do it now . 

MR . .,,,, Yeah . So maybe a di fferent way is 

just I -- does t ha t have any meaning t o you? How would you 

have impl emented be careful, i f at a l l? 

MR . ZWONITZER : Well , I didn ' t have to implement 

be careful, because they were vetting - - you know, ve t ting 

this manuscript . I wasn ' t the last word on any o f this. 
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MR . WPP! Okay . And what do you mean by that, 

t hey were vetti ng t he manuscript ? 

MR . ZWONITZER: Peopl e were -- and you have -- you 

know, you have t he instances whe r e I ' d send the manuscr ipt 

to pe ople on staff and t hey would look t hrough it and make 

corr ections and g i ve me no t es . I don ' t t h ink any of t hat 

pertai ned t o something t hat was sensitive o r classifi ed, but 

just accuracy mo r e t han anything . 

MR . ,wee Okay . So you 're not saying there 

was , l i ke , a c l assifi cat ion review being conduct ed by his 

staff to ma ke sur e t hat t here was not classif ied i nformation 

i n t he ma nuscrip t s . You ' re saying that ' s not your 

understanding . Your understanding is they were corr ecting 

-- or l ooking , sorry, f or personal l i ke , per sonal 

i n f ormat ion o r t h i ngs that were otherwi se t oo sensitive . 

MR. ZWONI TZER: Looki ng for accuracy and, yeah , 

sens i t i v i ty . Yeah . 

MR . .,,,, Okay . 

MR . (b) (6), (b) (7)(C) Anyt h i ng e l se? 

MR . No .,wee 
MR . (b) (6), (b) (7)(C) All r i ght . 

M WellR. ,wee 
(b) (6), (b) (7)(C)MR . Go ahead . 

MR . .,,,, -- maybe one t h i ng, Ma r k , in case --
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MR . ..,, (b) (5), (b) (6), (b) (7)(C) -
MR . ZWONITZER: umr:r:r:r, 
MR . fPIRI Okay . There ' s a l ine in case i t 

Jogs your memory, t her e ' s a l ine where Biden says , don ' t 

write this down . I thi nk I ' ve got to clear it . Does that 

sound f ami liar? Do you remember him saying that to you 

ever, or something l i ke t hat? 

MR . ZWONI TZER: I t sounds f amiliar . 

MR . l@f,W Okay . And he -- do you remember 

having any r eact ion to t ha t or an understandi ng o f what he 

meant when he woul d say, I think I ' ve got t o clear it? 

MR . ZWONITZER: No, I don ' t know what that -- I 

don ' t know, you know, what that means exact ly . 

MR . l@f,W Okay . I think that ' s it for me . 

(b) (6), (b) (7 )(C)MR . Wf@JWJ!fj , anyt h i ng e l se? fWRll2J9PI ? 

MR . (b) (6), (b) (7 )(C) Nope . 

(b) (6), (b) (7 )(C) (b) (5), (b) (6), (b) (7)(C) MR . 
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MR . (b) (6), (b) (7)(C) (b) (5), (b) (6) , (b) (7)(C) 

-

MR . ZWONITZER : (b) (5) , (b) (6), (b) (7)(C) 

MR . (b) (6), (b) (7)(C) (b) (5), (b) (6), (b) (?)(C) 

MR . ZWONITZER : (b) (5), (b) (6 ), (b) (7)(C) 

-
(b) (6), (b) (7)(C)MR . (b) (5) , (b) (6) , (b) (7)(C) 

MR . ZWONITZER : (b) (5), (b) (6 ), (b) (7)(C) 
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MR . ZWONI TZER : (b) (5), (b) (6), (b) (7)(C) 

(b) (6), (b) (7)(C)MR . ·rmrm:r: 
MR . ZWONITZER : (b) (5), (b) (6), (b) (7)(C) 

MR . (b) (6), (b) (7)(C) (b) (5), (b) (6), (b) (7)(C) 

MR . ZWONITZER : (b) (5), (b) (6), (b) (7)(C) 

(b) (6), (b) (7)(C)MR . (b) (5), (b) (6), (b) (7)(C) 

-

MR . ZWONITZER : (b) (5), (b) (6), (b) (7)(C) 

MR . (b) (6), (b) (7)(C) (b) (5), (b) (6), (b) (7)(C) 

MR . ZWONITZER : (b) (5), (b) (6), (b) (7)(C) 
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MR . ZWONITZER: (b) (5), (b) (6), (b) (7)(C) 

- -
MR . (b) (6), (b) (7 )(C ) Okay . You sai d you were awar e o f 

our -- of t he i nvest i ga t ion , the Special Counsel 

investi gation i nto President Bi den . Di d - - you said bef ore 

you didn ' t want to put a per cent age on how much o f that 

p l ayed a rol e i n your deci s i on , but could you just did it 

g i ve you pause? Like , t here ' s a Special Counsel now, I 

shoul d not do this . 

MR . ZWONITZER: You know , t o be honest, at the 

t i me , I d i dn ' t -- I j ust didn ' t think I had any ma t erial 

t hat had anythi ng t o do with handl ing - - you know, 

mi shandl i ng c l ass i f i ed documents . It j ust -- I mean , I 

d i dn ' t go back and l i sten t o that stuff . It was not in my 

mi nd . Wha t was in my mind was t he fami ly stuf f; the Beau 

stuff; t he emotional stuff; the mat erial ; him talking about 

other f igures . And that' s where I had just come o f f t he - ­

you know , I had just f i n i shed the Pegasus book, so I f i na l ly 

had a window o f t i me to sort my -- organize my archi ves and 

my papers and s t u f f . 

MR . (b) (6), (b) (7 )(C ) Why d i dn ' t you dele t e t he - -
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MR . (b) (6), (b) (7)(C) (b) (5), (b) (6), (b) (7)(C) 

MR . ZWONITZER: (b) (5), (b) (6), (b) (7)(C) 

MR . (b) (6), (b) (7)(C) (b) (5), (b) (6), (b) (7)(C) 

-

MR . ZWONITZER: (b)(3), (b)(5), (b)(6), (b)(7)(C) 

That ' s 

my memory of t ha t . I don ' t remember . 

MR . (b) (6), (b) (7)(C) (b) (5), (b) (6), (b) (7)(C) 

MR . ZWONITZER: (b) (5), (b) (6), (b) (7)(C) 
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MR. ZWONITZER : (b) (5), (b) (6) , (b) (7)(C) 

MR . (b) (6), (b) (7)(C) I guess I 'll just ask you . Were 

you trying to obstruct our investigation or prevent Special 

Counsel or Department of Justice investigators from getting 

ahold o f them? 

MR. ZWONITZER : No, I was not . And in fact, you 

know, when I got the subpoena and when I real ized that I 

still had audio that I did not know I had on the l aptop, 

made sure t o preserve that for this investigation . 

MR . (b) (6), (b) (7)(C) Okay . 

(b) (5), (b) (6) , (b) (7)(C) 1111 
1111 

MR. (b) (6), (b) (7)(C) (b) (5), (b) (6) , (b) (7)(C) 

-
MR . ZWONI TZER : (b) (5) , (b) (6), (b) (7)(C) 
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(00 : 1 9 : 50) 

MR . ZWONITZER: (b) (5), (b) (6), (b) (7)(C) 

MR . (b) (6), (b) (7 )(C) (b) (5), (b) (6), (b) (?)(C) 

- MR . ZWONITZER: (b)(3), (b)(5), (b)(6), (b)(7)(C) 

(b) (5), (b) (6), (b) (7 )(C) (b) (6), (b) (7 )(C)MR . 

(b) (6), (b) (7 )(C)MR . (b) (5), (b) (6), (b) (7)(C) 

MR . fPIRI (b) (5), (b) (6), (b) (7)(C) 

(b) (6), (b) (7 )(C) (b) (5), (b) (6) (b) (7)(C) MR . 

MR . .,,, (b) (5), (b) (6), (b) (7)(C) -- (b) (6), (b) (7 )(C)MR . (b) (5), (b) (6), (b) (7)(C) 

MR . .,,, (b) (5), (b) (6), (b) (7)(C) 

But when --
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MR . WPP! -- Biden went to the Archives and 

took notes, d i d you receive or get to l ook at the notes he 

took while he was there by any chance? 

MR . ZWONITZER: Later . He read oral l y -- read 

them to me oral ly --

MR . fPIRI Okay . 

MR . ZWONITZER : the notes he took from the 

Archives . 

MR . fWPW Do you know if that was recorded? 

MR . ZWONITZER : I assume that it was . And I think 

it's on -- in the material s that you have , the transcripts 

and that sor t of thing . .,., Okay .MR . 

MR . ZWONI TZER: I can't remember . It woul d have 

been right a f ter the -- you know , right a fter his trip t o 

the Archives . 

MR . WfffW Okay . 

MR . ZWONITZER : Whatever that date is. 

MR . .,., Do you remember what physical medium 

he used to take those notes at the Archives, at least as he 

read them t o you? 

MR . ZWONITZER : I don ' t . 

MR . .,., Okay . 

MR . GINSBERG : Point o f c l arification : the --
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MR . GINSBERG : -- notes mi ght have been typed up 

by "T"IS'!I befor e you saw t hem . I don 't --

MR . ZWONITZER: Yeah . I ' m not sure . And I don ' t 

even know if he -- I mean , I can ' t even say f o r sure t hat he 

-- I t h ink he did, was he actually too notes of t he l unches . 

You know , of the non- c l assifi ed parts of the lunches t hat he 

had . That ' s my memory of t hat . 

MR . .,,,, Okay . 

MR . ZWONITZER: But I don ' t even -- I ' m assuming 

he took no t es o f that and t hat ' s what he read to me . 

(b) (6), (b) (7)(C)MR . Mark , you j ust referr ed t o t he 

non- class i fied port ions o f the luncheons . What d i d you mean 

by t hat? 

MR . ZWONITZER: Well , I t h ink he said -- I t h ink 

it ' s on t he t r anscript somewhere that I r ead recentl y where 

he said, this i s the non- class i f ied port ion o f t he 

luncheons . I n othe r words, thi s i s the no t es I could take . 

MR . (b) (6), (b) (7)(C) Oh . I s t ha t why the notes had to 

be held at t he National Archi ves , because some of t hem were 

c l assif ied? 

MR . ZWONITZER: I don ' t know . 

MR . (b) (6), (b) (7)(C) Okay . 

MR . ZWONITZER: I t hought t hey were j us t a ma t ter 

o f presidenti a l , presi dential records . 
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MR . (b) (6), (b) (7)(C) (b) (5), (b) (6), (b) (?)(C) -
MR . W@f,e (b) (5), (b) (6), (b) (7)(C) 

MR . ZWONITZER: (b) (5), (b) (6), (b) (?)(C) 

MR . .,,,, (b) (5), (b) (6), (b) (7)(C) 

MR . ZWONITZER: (b) (5), (b) (6), (b) (7)(C) 

MR . .,,,, (b) (5), (b) (6), (b) (7)(C) 

MR . ZWONITZER: (b) (5), (b) (6), (b) (7)(C) 

MR . .,,,, •• ,.,,:r 
MR . ZWONITZER: (b) (5), (b) (6), (b) (7)(C) 

-

MR . .,,,, (b) (5), (b) (6), (b) (7)(C) 
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(00 : 24 : 48) 

MR . ..,, (b) (5), (b) (6), (b) (7)(C) 

■ 

MR . ZWONI TZER : (b) (5), (b) (6), (b) (7)(C) 

MR . fPIRI (b) (5), (b) (6), (b) (7)(C) 

MR . ZWONI TZER : (b) (5), (b) (6), (b) (7)(C) ■ 

MR . we•,e -
MR . ZWONITZER : (b) (5), (b) (6), (b) (7)(C) 

MR . fPRI (b) (5), (b) (6), (b) (7)(C) 

-

MR . ZWONITZER : (b) (5), (b) (6), (b) (7)(C) 

MR . .,,,, (b) (5), (b) (6), (b) (7)(C) 
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1 

2 

3 

4 

5 

6 

7 

8 

9 

10 

11 

12 

13 

14 

15 

1 6 

17 

18 

1 9 

20 

21 

22 

23 

24 

25 

(00 : 25 : 56) 

MR . ..,, (b) (5), (b) (6), (b) (7)(C) 

MR . ZWONITZER : (b) (5), (b) (6), (b) (7)(C) -
MR . fPIRI (b) (5), (b) (6), (b) (7)(C) 

-
MR . ZWONITZER : (b) (5), (b) (6), (b) (7)(C) 

MR . .,,,, (b) (5), (b) (6), (b) (7)(C) 

MR . ZWONITZER : 

MR . 

MR . 

(b) (5), (b) (6), (b) (?)(C) fPRI 
ZWONITZER : (b) (5), (b) (6), (b) (7)(C) 

MR . .,,,, , (b) (5), (b) (6), (b) (7)(C) 
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1 

2 

3 

4 

5 

6 

7 

8 

9 

1 0 

1 1 

1 2 

1 3 

1 4 

15 

1 6 

1 7 

18 

1 9 

20 

21 

22 

23 

24 

25 

(00 : 27 : 19) 

MR . ZWONI TZER: 1111 
MR . W@f,e (b) (5), (b) (6), (b) (7)(C) 

-
MR . ZWONITZER: (b) (5), (b) (6), (b) (7)(C) 

MR . w,,,. tmwn:: 
MR . ZWONITZER : (b) (5), (b) (6) , (b) (7)(C) 

MR . IIRPRI (b) (5), (b) (6), (b) (7)(C) 

MR . ZWONITZER: (b) (5), (b) (6), (b) (7)(C) 

MR . l\?PRI (b) (5), (b) (6), (b) (7)(C) 

SA (b) (6), (b) (7)(C) (b) (5), (b) (6), (b) (7)(C) -
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1 

2 

3 

4 

5 

6 

7 

8 

9 

10 

11 

12 

13 

1 4 

15 

1 6 

17 

18 

1 9 

20 

21 

22 

23 

24 

25 

(00 : 28 : 53) 

SA (b) (6), (b) (7)(C) (b) (5), (b) (6), (b) (7)(C) 

MR . ZWONITZER: (b) (5), (b) (6), (b) (7)(C) 

SA (b) (6), (b) (7)(C) (b) (5), (b) (6), (b) (7)(C) 

MR . ZWONITZER : (b) (5), (b) (6), (b) (7)(C) 

-

SA (b) (6), (b) (7)(C) (b) (5), (b) (6), (b) (7)(C) 

MR . ZWONITZER: ::rrrmrrr 
SA (b) (6), (b) (7)(C) (b) (5), (b) (6), (b) (7)(C) 

MR . ZWONITZER: (b) (5), (b) (6), (b) (7)(C) 

SA (b) (6), (b) (7)(C) 

MR . ZWONITZER: (b) (5), (b) (6), (b) (7)(C) 
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1 

2 

3 

4 

5 

6 

7 

8 

9 

1 0 

1 1 

12 

13 

14 

15 

16 

17 

18 

19 

20 

21 

22 

23 

24 

25 

(00 : 30 : 0 4) 

MR . ZWONITZER : (b) (5), (b) (6), (b) (7)(C) 

SA (b) (6), (b) (7 )(C) (b) (5), (b) (6), (b) (?)(C) 

MR . ZWONITZER : (b) (5), (b) (6), (b) (7)(C) 

SA (b) (6), (b) (7)(C) 

MR . ZWONITZER : (b) (5), (b) (6), (b) (7)(C) 

-
SA (b) (6), (b) (7 )(C) (b) (5), (b) (6), (b) (?)(C) -
MR . IIRPRI (b) (5), (b) (6), (b) (7)(C) 

SA (b) (6), (b) (7)(C) I also had a quest i on . So , 

Mark, I wanted t o ask you if during your work, was this 

instance the first time you f e lt your - - you o r your work 

were at risk o f being hacked or leaked? 

MR . ZWONITZER : (b) (5 ), (b) (6), (b) (7)(C) -
But I was kind of hyperaware o f that at the time because of 

the having just finished the Pegasus book , which i s about 

the most, you know, frightful cybersurvei l lance tool , you 

know, on the marke t out there right now . So I had a 

heightened sense of awareness of what was happening and what 

could be done . 
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1 

2 

3 

4 

5 

6 

7 

8 

9 

1 0 

11 

12 

1 3 

14 

1 5 

1 6 

17 

18 

1 9 

20 

21 

22 

23 

24 

25 

(00 : 31 : 35) 

MR . (b) (6), (b) (7)(C) (b) (5), (b) (6), (b) (7)(C) 

MR . .,,,, Yeah , sorry, Mark , this is more of a 

wrap- up quest i on , but j ust to get your react i on to this . So 

we ' ve l earned now f r om some review o f the vice- p r esident ial 

no t ebooks t hat were read to you that -- from members of DOD 

and/or t he intelli gence community t ha t t hose no t ebooks 

contained classifi ed inf ormation . Does -- hear ing t hat , 

does t hat surprise you or not that the Vice President had 

c l assif ied informat ion in t hose no t es that he was reading 

you? 

MR . ZWONITZER: It does surprise me . 

MR . .,,,, And how come? 

MR . ZWONITZER: I mean , I just -- it just does . 

MR . fWPP Yeah . I take it by the fact t ha t you 

say i t surprises you that -- d i d he ever give you t he 

impr ession t hat it was okay f or h i m to have class i fi ed 

informat ion i n his notes , o r that he thought it was okay? 

MR . ZWONI TZER: No . He never gave me that 

. .
i mpr ession . 

MR . fPIRI Okay . Al l r i ght . Thanks . That ' s 

a l l from me . 

(b) (6), (b) (7)(C) (b) (5). (b) (6). (b) (7)(C) MR . 

(b) (5), (b) (6), (b) (7)(C) 
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1 

2 

3 

4 

5 

6 

7 

8 

9 

10 

12 

13 

14 

15 

16 

17 

18 

1 9 

20 

21 

22 

23 

24 

25 

(00 : 33 : 15) 

MR. (b) (6), (b) (7)(C) (b) (5), (b) (6), (b) (7)(C) 

MR . ZWONITZER : (b) (5), (b) (6), (b) (7)(C) 

MR . FREEMEN : (b) (5), (b) (6), (b) (7)(C) 

MR . GINSBERG : (b) (5), (b) (6), (b) (7)(C) -
MR . ZWONITZER : (b) (5), (b) (6), (b) (7)(C) 

-
(b) (6), (b) (7)(C) (b) (5). (b) (6). (b) (7)(C) MR . 

MR . (b) (6), (b) (7)(C) (b) (5), (b) (6), (b) (7)(C) 

(b) (5), (b) (6), (b) (7)(C) SA (b) (6), (b) (7)(C) 

MR . GINSBERG : (b) (5), (b) (6), (b) (7)(C) 

(b) (6), (b) (7)(C)MR. (b) (5), (b) (6), (b) (7)(C) 

MR . GINSBERG : (b) (5), (b) (6), (b) (7)(C) -1111 
(b) (6), (b) (7)(C)MR . ·n;;m:::r: 

MR . GINSBERG : (b) (5), (b) (6), (b) (7)(C) 

SA (b) (6), (b) (7)(C) Okay . The time lS 4 : 11 . Thi s 

concludes the interv iew. 

(End Track 240104 1447 . ) 
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1 

2 

3 

4 

5 

6 

7 

8 

9 

10 

1 1 

12 

1 3 

1 4 

15 

1 6 

1 7 

18 

1 9 

20 

21 

22 

23 

24 

25 

CERTIFICATE 

I, (b) (6), (b) (?)(C) certify that the f oregoing is 

a true and cor rect transcript , t o t he best o f my ability, of 

the above pages, o f the RECORDED I NTERVIEW provided to me by 

t he Speci al Counsel ' s Of f i ce . 

I furthe r certify t ha t I am nei t her counsel f o r , 

r elated to, nor emp l oyed by any o f t he part ies t o t he act i on 

in which this recordi ng was taken , and fur t her t ha t I am not 

f i nanci al l y nor otherwi se interested in the outcome of t he 

ac t ion . 

(b) (6), (b) (?)(C) 
J anuar y 13, 2024 
Dat e 

Transcriber 

J anuary 17 , 2024 
Dat e 

Auditor 

With i n t h i s t r anscript of p r oceedi ngs, some o f t he 

names and/or technical t erms are spel led phonetically, 

inasmuch as exhibit s , f iles and supporting document ation 

were no t made avai lable to us f o r ref erence . 
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