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(Start of 230731 0074.)

1Al (b) (6), (b) (7)(C)E

time is 9:27 a.m. and this is an interview with Mark
Zwonitzer.

MR. QIGHOIG® : A1l right. Good morning again,

Mr. Zwonitzer. Again, I'm EUIGHOIG@GE. 1'm with the

Special Counsel's Office.

MR. QIONOIG® : And my name is [YGNEOIBI®) z21so0

with the special counsel.

sh QEGHOINIS : T'nm EINOIGEOIGIGENA cSrecial

Agent with the FBI.

(b} (6), f.:t-‘:l{?:ill:':} (b) (6)‘ (b) (7)(0) % SpeClal Agent, FBI.

MR. FREEMAN: Lou Freeman, attorney for Mark
Zwonitzer.

MR. ZWONITZER: Mark Zwonitzer.

MR. GINSBURG: Lee Ginsburg, attorney for Mark
Zwonitzer.

MR. WIONOIW® : GCreat. Well thanks a lot.

MR. ZWONITZER: Sure.

MR. QIQEQIYRY: Really appreciate your time here.
And again, as I explained earlier, we're from the Special
Counsel's Office investigating potential mishandling of
classified material by former Vice President Biden.

Appreciate your willingness to be here this morning.

The date is July 31, 2023, and the
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(00:00:31)

MR. QIGHRQIQR: 1'11l reiterate what I said before.
Obviously, the big rule here is you have to tell the truth,
and that at any point you feel like you —- it's hard to do
that or there's a question you either don't understand or
you need a break before you answer it by all means just say
can we take a break or ask me to reframe the questions.

It could be that I asked a terrible question.
It's probably the most likely reason. But in any event it's
not a problem. Okay?

MR. ZWONITZER: Got it.

MR. QIRERIERI: Any questions for us?

MR. ZWONITZER: No.

MR. QIGHOIQ® : A1l right. Then we'll get going.
All right. Can you tell us just a little bit about
yourself? Where are you from?

MR. ZWONITZER: (b) (9), (b) (8), (b) (7)(C)

MR. QIGNOIUE : (b) (5), (b) (6), (b) (7)(C)
MR. ZWONITZER: (b) (5), (b) (6), (b) (7)(C)

Vi=B 0) (), ©) (O (b) (5), (b) (6), (b) (7)(C)

MR. ZWONITZER: [BDISEOIGNEIGIE) _
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MR. ZWONITZER: (b) (9), (b) (8), (b) (7)(C)

MR. ZWONITZER: (b) (5), (b) (6), (b) (7)(C)

L) ©). ©) (O (b) (5), (b) (6), (b) (7)(C)
—

MR. ZWONITZER: HNOISNOICGNOINI(®

ER©) ). 0) "O (b) (5), (b) (6), (b) (7)(C)
[—

MR. ZWONITZER: (b) (5), (b) (6), (b) (7)(C)

VB (1) 6). ) (7)C) (b) (5), (b) (6), (b) (7)(C)

MR. ZWONITZER: (b) (5), (b) (6), (b) (7)(C)

ZER© ©).0) OO (b) (5), (b) (6), (b) (7)(C)
MR. ZWONITZER: (b) (9), (b) (6), (b) (7)(C)

MR. QIGERIU : (b) (9), (b) (6), (b) (7)(C)
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MR. GIGEOIG®) -

MR. ZWONITZER: (b) (5), (b) (6), (b) (7)(C)

Mr. zwoNITZER: [QISNQICGHOIVIE] TN
.
[

LIS () (©). ©) ()CIR (b) (3), (b) (6), (b) (7)(C)
[
e

MR. ZWONITZER: (b) (5), (b) (6), (b) (7)(C)

MR. ZWONITZER: (b) (5), (b) (6), (b) (7)(C)
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MR. QICHOIG®

MR. ZWONITZER: (b) (5), (b) (6), (b) (7)(C)

MR. ZWONITZER: (b) (5), (b) (6), (b) (7)(C)
=0l ) (6). b) (7))l (b) (D), (b) (6), (b) (7)(C)

MR. ZWONITZER: (b) (5), (b) (6), (b) (7)(C)

(b) (), (b) (6), (b) (7)(C)

MR. ZWONITZER: [QCISNOICGNEOIW(®

Vi=B 0) (), ©) (O (b) (5), (b) (6), (b) (7)(C)

MR. ZWONITZER:
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U129 (D) (6), (D) (7)(C)

(b) (5), (b) (6), (b) (7)(C)
_

MR. ZWONITZER: (b) (5), (b) (6), (b) (7)(C)

(b) (3), (b) (6), (b) (7)(C)

MR. ZWONITZER: (b) (5), (b) (6), (b) (7)(C)
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MR. ZWONITZER: (b) (9), (b) (8), (b) (7)(C)

MR. [OEGNEEH(

MR. ZWONITZER: (b) (5), (b) (6), (b) (7)(C)

(b) (3), (b) (6), (b) (7)(C)

T
(¢2}

MR. ZWONITZER:

JUIZS (D) (6), (D) (T)(C)

(b) (3), (b) (6), (b) (7)(C)
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MR. ZWONITZER:

MR. ZWONITZER:

w

(b) (5), () (6).B)(NC) W

(b) (), (b) (6), (b) (7)(C)

(b) (), (b) (6), (b) (7)(C)

MR. ZWONITZER:

I (D) (6), (b) (7)(C)

MR. ZWONITZER:

(b) (5), (b) (6), (b) (7)(C)
-
I —

(b) (3), (b) (6), (b) (7)(C)
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MR.

MR

MR.

ZWONITZER:

(b) (3), (b) (6), (b) (7)(C)

Ml (b) (6), (b) (T)(C)

ZWONITZER:

(b) (3), (b) (6), (b) (7)(C)

DIGHOIONOIUS I

MR.

ZWONITZER:

(b) (3), (b) (6), (b) (7)(C)

MR.
MR.
MR. ZWONITZER: (b) (5), (b) (6), (b) (7)(C)
T |

10
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MR. ZWONITZER: -—- (b) (5), (b) (6), (b) (7)(C)
I

MR. (b) (5), (b) (6), (b) (7)(C)

MR. ZWONITZER: W
MR. DIGEDINE (b) (3), (b) (6), (b) (7)(C)

. ZWONITZER: (b) (5), (b) (6), (b) (7)(C)

5|
“ |

MR. ZWONITZER: (b) (5), (b) (B), (b) (7)(C)
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MR. ZWONITZER: -—- (b) (5), (b) (6), (b) (7)(C)

(b) (5). (b) (6). (b) (7)(C)

MR. ZWONITZER:

Vgl 0) (5), (b) (7)(C) (b) (5), (b) (6), (b) (7)(C)
e —

MR. ZWONITZER:

YIS0l ) (6). (b) (7)(C) (b) (3), (b) (6), (b) (7)(C)
|

MR. ZWONITZER: (b) (5), (b) (6), (b) (7)(C)

YOl (0) (6), (b) (7)(C) (b) (5), (b) (8), (b) (7)(C) ?

MR. ZWONITZER:
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MR. DIGEBIGE (b) (5), (b) (B), (b) (7)(C)

MR. ZWONITZER: (b) (5), (b) (6), (b) (7)(C)

T
OIONOIONOIU®

MR. ZWONITZER:

MR. ZWONITZER:

MR.

MR. ZWONITZER:

13
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(00:12:05)

MR. [QEGROIBI® Okay.

MR. ZWONITZER: So a lot of sort of odd, creepy
things have been happening since Biden was nominated
president. I -- you know there —-- I had received some sort
of vaguely threatening emails from some right-wing

anti-Biden groups that clearly had come through, like, [}

(b) (5), (b) (6), (b) (7)(C) They somehow had got my name
and email through that. Some very personal, private
conversations that I had had (b) (5), (b) (6), (b) (7)(C)

I |:C been publicly put out on

the internet, again by someone who I don't know who it was.

(b) (3), (b) (6), (b) (7)(C)

So I was very concerned about the
possibility of being hacked. I was very concerned about the

possibility of this audio spread all over the place. And

the audio, my chief concern at the time -- and I'll explain
the timing —-- was really, was a lot of personal and
emotional stuff about Beau. (b) (5), (b) (6), (b) (7)(C)

I d so this was —- I simply took the

audio files subfolder from both the G drive and my —-
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(00:14:00)

MR. ZWONITZER: -- laptop and slid them into the
trash. I saved all the transcripts and getting rid of the
audio is something that's not -- it's something I do as a,
as a rule anyway. (b) (5), (b) (6), (b) (7)(C)
e
e
I ond I make it

a point because, again, I'm not doing gotcha journalism, I'm
not going for a quote for the next day. These are personal
and private conversations and I never save that audio. I
generally save transcripts but I haven't over the years ever
saved audios.

MR. DIGHOIGI® So when did you move that —-

MR. ZWONITZER: Slide that —

MR. DIGHEOIW® - slide that folder over.

MR. ZWONITZER: So the best of my memory was it
was between the end of January and the end of February.

MR. [QICGRGIWL® Okay.

MR. ZWONITZER: I can't -- I'm not positive about
that. I have the memory of [OIBEOIGEOIRI®GN cn = trip
in the beginning of March and I think I did it before that
trip.

MR. [ICONGIGL® Okay. And so that was before we

(b)(3), (b)(3), (B)(6), (b)(7)(C )
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(00:=z15220)
MR. ZWONITZER: Correct.

MR. OIGHOIGIE - R reached out

to you. But after news of Biden being investigated for
mishandling and having a special —-
MR. ZWONITZER: I was aware.

MR. CHORUIGEY Okay. So I assume and I assume

that that -- the fact that a special counsel had been
appointed and you have all these recordings was in your mind
when you slid these documents over into the trash, which is
okay. I mean it's okay, but I just want to be clear —-

MR. ZWONITZER: I mean I was, I was aware of the
special counsel investigation when that happened.

MR. GECHGIWL®S Okay.

MR. ZWONITZER: I actually didn't think it would
involve me. But yes, I was —-—

MR. GAGROINLS Okay.

MR. ZWONITZER: -— 1 was aware.

MR. BDIGHOIGI® And I'm not trying to give you a

hard time but you can —-
MR. ZWONITZER: No, no, no.

MR. IGNWIOR® - understand, you know, look, the

outside observer is going to look at this and say Mark
Zwonitzer, President Biden's friend, ghostwriter,

collaborator learned of the special counsel's —-
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MR. GICONOIBL® -- investigation, saw this was

happening and then deleted all these audio recordings. And
I assume -- and it's okay, I just need the truth on this
one, but there's some truth in that, that was what was going
on. That was part of your motivation, at least something
you were aware of when you did this?

MR. ZWONITZER: I'm not going to say how much of
the percentage it was of my motivation. I was aware that
there was an investigation.

MR. IGRGIGL® Okay.

MR. ZWONITZER: Yes.

MR. Okay. I appreciate you telling us

that.
MR. ZWONITZER: Okay.

MR. QIGHOIWI®S so I'm going to ask you some more

questions as, again, because I just want to get this over
with so we can move on with the interview.
MR. ZWONITZER: Okay.

MR. QIOQNOIY® Did anyone —-- did you tell anyone

you did that?
MR. ZWONITZER: Um, no.

MR. CHCONOIOL® vou didn't tell these guys I

assume? No. But when you were doing it?

MR. ZWONITZER: ©Oh, when I --
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(00:16:54)

MR. [CEOROIWL® Then you —-—

MR. ZWONITZER: Oh no, no, no. This was long
before. I told no one.

MR. DIOHBIWI® sctting aside the two gentlemen

sitting here, your attorneys --
MR. ZWONITZER: Right.

MR. -— did you tell anyone after you

did it, that you had done it?
MR. ZWONITZER: I didn't.

MR. BDICGHOIWI® Okay. Did anyone —- I just have to

ask you. Did anyone reach out to you on behalf of President
Biden?
MR. ZWONITZER: No.

MR. QIONOIBL® Obviously, him, family, friend,

colleague, associate?

MR. ZWONITZER: ©No. I have not talked to him
about the -- certainly not him since right before the
inauguration and nobody has reached out to me about this.

MR . WEGRGILS Okay.

MR. ZWONITZER: I don't think anybody in his camp
is aware that I am a part of this.

(b) (5), (b) (6), (b) (7)(C)

MR.
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(00217:35)
MR. ZWONITZER: [

MR. [

MR. ZWONITZER:

(D) (6), (D) (7)(C)

MR. ZWONITZER: (b) (9), (b) (6), (b) (7)(C)

JUISSE (D) (6), (D) (T)(C)

MR. ZWONITZER: (b) (5), (b) (6), (b) (7)(C)
1B (D) (6), () (7)(C) ™™ "™
MR. ZWONITZER: (b) (5), (b) (6), (b) (7)(C)

MR. ZWONITZER: (b) (5), (b) (6), (b) (7)(C)

(b) (5), (b) (6), (b) (7)(C)
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U129 (D) (6), (D) (7)(C)

MR. ZWONITZER:

(D) (6), (b) (7)(C)

MR. ZWONITZER:

(b) (5), (b) (6), (b) (7)(C)

(b) (3), (b) (6), (b) (7)(C)

(b) (5), (b) (6), (b) (7)(C)
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MR. ZWONITZER: -—- (b) (9), (b) (8), (b) (7)(C) |
e
I

12BN (D) (6), (D) (T)(C)

MR. ZWONITZER: (b) (5), (b) (6), (b) (7)(C)

MR. ZWONITZER: [OISEOIGHOIRS

LW C) ©). () (1)C) (b)(3), (b)(5), (b)(6), (b)(7)(C)
[
MR. ZWONITZER: (b) (5), (b) (6), (b) (7)(C)

IS (D) (6), (b) (7)(C)

MR. ZWONITZER: (b) (5), (b) (6), (b) (7)(C)

|%I=(b) (6), (b) (7)(C) Okay .
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(00:20:05)

MR. ZWONITZER: |[WISEGIGHGIGI®)

YO0 o O (b) (5), (b) (6), (b) (7)(C)

MR. ZWONITZER: [QESSOKORIOEEIe)
U 5) (6), (b) (7)(C) (b) (9), (b) (6), (b) (7)(C)

SA DIGHOINI® Just for —- when you said that

you —— it's your practice to delete the audio recordings?
MR. ZWONITZER: Mm-hmm.
SA [DIONEIW® Generally, what timeframe does
that take place, like, when do you decide now I can delete?
MR. ZWONITZER: TIt's not a —— like I don't have a
set policy or anything but I know that when we moved from
(b) (9), (b) (6), (b) (7)(C) , I know a lot of tapes went
in to a dumpster. So there was that. Like but -- and like
I noticed that I still have some audio files from some
projects in 2018 and even in 2020 that I haven't yet
deleted. But I don't think those are anybody that was
really a public figure that I would worry about.
V1Ol (0) (6), (b) (7)(C) (b) (5), (b) (6), (b) (7)(C)
I
[—

MR. ZWONITZER: (b) (5), (b) (6), (b) (7)(C)
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il b) (), (0) (7)C)M (b) (5), (b) (6), (b) (7)(C)

MR. ZWONITZER: (b) (5), (b) (6), (b) (7)(C)

U (D) (6), (b) (7)(C)

MR. ZWONITZER: (b) (5), (b) (6), (b) (7)(C)

Did you have a concern that there

were, kind of, hacking attempts on your computer or
accounts?

MR. ZWONITZER: I was —-- I knew that these folks
had my email because I have —— and I also —— I was not aware
of hacking attempts but I am very aware of the possibilities
of cyber surveillance and hacking —-

Okay.

MR. ZWONITZER: -- as part of my, in my career.
SA DIGHOIWI® vYeah. T know some of the projects

you've worked on concern that. Did you ever receive any ——
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SA DIONEIN® - cmails from these groups? You
said you got kind of wvaguely threatening —-

MR. ZWONITZER: I did receive an email and I

immediately deleted it. (b) (5), (b) (6), (b) (7)(C)

(b) (6), (b) (7)(C) (b) (5), (b) (6), (b) (7)(C)
==
MR. ZWONITZER: (b) (5), (b) (6), (b) (7)(C) [
[

MR. ZWONITZER: - (b) (5), (b) (B), (b) (7)(C)

And do you remember who sent it to

you?
MR. ZWONITZER: I do not. [NOISHOIGNOINI@®
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MR. ZWONITZER: -—- (b) (9), (b) (6), (b) (7)(C)

.-
. u |
_ But I, but I do not recall.

(b) (5), (b) (6), (b) (7)(C)

(b) (), (b) (6), (b) (7)(C)

MR. ZWONITZER: (b) (9), (b) (6), (b) (7)(C)

(b) (), (b) (6), (b) (7)(C)

MR. ZWONITZER:

S 0) ©). (b) MC)Jl  (b) (5), (b) (6), (b) (7)(C)
T

MR. ZWONITZER: (b) (5), (b) (6), (b) (7)(C)

29 (b) (6), (b) (7)(C)
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SEW(b) (6), (b) (7)(C) (b) (3), (b) (6), (b) (7)(C)

MR. ZWONITZER: (b) (5), (b) (6), (b) (7)(C)

SA (b) (6}, (b} (?}(C) D) {5). (0 (8}, [0 (7|

MR. ZWONITZER: (b) (5), (b) (6), (b) (7)(C)

(b) (), (b) (6), (b) (7)(C)
Okay. So quite some time ago.

Yes.

In January of this year some

(b) (3), (b) (6), (b) (7)(C)

I R ©

MR. ZWONITZER: HNOISHOICGHOIGI®N -
(b) (3). (b) (6). (b) (7)(C)

1SS (D) (6), (D) (7)(C)

MR. ZWONITZER: (b) (5), (b) (6), (b) (7)(C)
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MR.

MR.

12BN (D) (6), (D) (7)(C)

ZWONITZER:

ZWONITZER:

MR.

ZWONITZER:

(b) (3), (b) (6), (b) (7)(C)
(b) (5), (b) (6). (b) (7)(C)

(b) (5), (b) (6), (b) (7)(C)
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MR. ZWONITZER: (b) (9), (b) (8), (b) (7)(C)

MR. ZWONITZER: (b) (5), (b) (6), (b) (7)(C)

MR. ZWONITZER: (b) (5), (b) (6), (b) (7)(C)
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MR. ZWONITZER: (b) (5), (b) (6), (b) (7)(C)

SEW(b) (6), (b) (7)(C)

MR. ZWONITZER: [(IGEOICEOINE

VR . RICECIS - (b) (5), (b) (), (b) (7)(C)

MR. ZWONITZER: [DIGEOICECIN®)

L) ©). O (NCF (b) (3), (b) (6), (b) (7)(C)

MR. ZWONITZER: (b) (5), (b) (6), (b) (7)(C)




10

11

13

14

13

16

17

18

19

20

2l

22

23

24

2

(00:30:28)

MR.

ZWONITZER:

MR. ZWONITZER:

MR. ZWONITZER:

MR. [OECNETI®

MR. ZWONITZER:

30

(b} {3), () (6), (b) (THC]

(b) (5), (b) (6), (b) (7)(C)

(b) (5), (b) (6), (b) (7)(C)

(b) (5), (b) (6), (b) (7)(C)

(b) (4), (b) (6), (b) (7)(C)

(b)(3), (b)(5), (b)(B), (b)(7)(C)
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MR.

MR.

ZWONITZER:

ZWONITZER:

(b) (5), (b) (6), (b) (7)(C)

OIORUIOROIVON I
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(003222 1)

g (P) ), (b) (6), (b) (7)(C)

(b) (5), (b) (6), (b) (7)(C)
(b) (5), (b) (6), (b) (7)(C)

MR. ZWONITZER: (b) (5), (b) (6), (b) (7)(C)
.
I

MR. [OECNETI®

(b) (5). (b) (6), (b) (7)(C)

MR. ZWONITZER: (b) (5), (b) (B), (b) (7)(C)

U (D) (6), (b) (7)(C)

(b) (5), (b) (6), (b) (7/)(C) @

MR. ZWONITZER:

IS (D) (6), (b) (7)(C)

(b) (5), (b) (6), (b) (7)(C)
MR. ZWONITZER: (b) (5), (b) (B), (b) (7)(C)
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MR.

ZWONITZER:

(D) (6), (b) (7)(C)

MR.

MR.

MR.

ZWONITZER:

ZWONITZER:

(b) (6), (b) (7)(C)

(b) (5), (b) (6), (b) (7)(C)

(b) (5), (b) (6), (b) (7)(C)
Iy
(b) (3). (b) (6), (b) (7)(C)

(b) (5), (b) (6), (b) (7)(C)

(b) (3), (b) (6), (b) (7)(C)
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(00:34:30)

VIS () (6). (D) (7)(C)ul(b) (5), (b) (6), (b) (7)(C,

MR. ZWONITZER: (b) (5), (b) (6), (b) (7)(C)

—
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(00:36:11)

MR. ZWONITZER: (b) (5), (b) (6), (b) (7)(C)

MR. ZWONITZER: (b) (5), (b) (6), (b) (7)(C)

MR. ZWONITZER: w.

(b) (5), (b) (6), (b) (7)(C)
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(00:37:28)

MR.

MR.

MR.

ZWONITZER:

(b) (5), (b) (6), (b) (7)(C)

(b) (), (b) (6), (b) (7)(C)
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(00:36:40)

(b) (5), (b) (6), (b) (7)(C)
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MR. ZWONITZER:

U (D) (6), (b) (7)(C)

MR. ZWONITZER:

(b) (5), (b) (6), (b) (7)(C)

(b) (5). (b) (6), (b) (7)(C)

(b) (5), (b) (8), (b) (T)(C)

(b) (5), (b) (6), (b) (7)(C)

(b) (), (b) (6), (b) (7)(C)
(b) (5), (b) (6), (b) (7)(C)

(b) (5), (b) (6), (b) (7)(C)
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MR. ZWONITZER: (b) (5), (b) (6), (b) (7)(C)

=
>}
=
=
~
=
O

[
MR. ZWONITZER: (b) (5), (b) (6), (b) (7)(C) I
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(00:41:07)

(b) (3), (b) (6), (b) (7)(C)

MR. ZWONITZER: (b) (5), (b) (6), (b) (7)(C)

MR. ZWONITZER: (b) (5), (b) (6), (b) (7)(C)
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(00:42:12)

MR.

(b) (5), (b) (6), (b) (7)(C)

MR. ZWONITZER: (b) (5), (b) (6), (b) (7)(C)
I .

MR. ZWONITZER: (b) (5), (b) (6), (b) (7)(C) [ |
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(00:43:35)

£ (5], (&) (B () (7

JUIZS (D) (6), (b) (T)(C)

MR.

MR.

ZWONITZER:

ZWONITZER:

(b) (5), (b) (6), (b) (7)(C)

(b) (5), (b) (6), (b) (7)(C)

41
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(00:44:36)

MR. ZWONITZER:

- S

Mr. zwoNITZER: [ QIGEDICGERIVOIN -

vr. DIOICIEE il TN
[

MR. ZWONITZER:

MR
[

MR. ZWONITZER:
[—

UR.

MR. zWONTTZER: il

VWl 1) (6), () (7)(C) I

MR.

MR.

ZWONITZER: (b) (3), (b) (6), (b) (7)(C)
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(00:45:09)

MR. ZWONITZER: -—- (b) (5), (b) (6), (b) (7)(C)

Vil (0) (6), (b) (7)(C) (b) (5), (b) (6), (b) (7)(C)

Mr. zwoNITZER: [DIGHQIGECINE S
N |
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(00:46:30)

MR. ZWONITER: -- [DIGHGICERIRE .

(b) (5), (b) (6), (b) (7)(C)

MR. ZWONITZER: (b) (5), (b) (6), (b) (7)(C)
(b) (3), (b) (6), (b) (7)(C)

MR. ZWONITZER: [CESHOICNETIGI(®

YIS (b) (6), (b) (7)(C)

MR. [OECNETI®

MR. ZWONITZER: (b) (5), (b) (6), (b) (7)(C)

MR. ZWONITZER: (b) (5), (b) (6), (b) (7)(C)
I

) (8), (b) (7XC) (b) (5), (b) (6), (b) (7)(C) .
MR. ZWONITZER: (b) (5), (b) (6), (b) (7)(C)
. |

MR. [OECNETI®

(b) (), (b) (6), (b) (7)(C)
MR. ZWONITZER: (b) (5), (b) (6), (b) (7)(C)
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?

) (7)C.
(b) (5), (b) (6), (b) (7)(C)




10

11

13

14

13

16

17

18

19

20

2l

23

24

2

45
(00:47:21)

MR. ZWONITZER: -—- (b) (5), (b) (6), (b) (7)(C)

(b) (5), (b) (6), (b) (7)(C)

OIONOIONOIVION -
MR. ZWONITZER: (b) (5), (b) (6), (b) (7)(C)

YOl 0) (5), (0) (7)(C) (b) (5), (b) (6), (b) (7)(C)

When you were writing

Promises to Keep and you sat down with Biden to go through
things, did he have journals or diaries that he referred to
from his days in the Senate?

MR. ZWONITZER: I don't know. I don't think he --
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(00:48:26)
MR. ZWONITZER: -- did. I don't remember that.

MR. CHACROIWI® Okay. We talked about the themes

or sort of some of the topic and sort of the themes and
vignettes that you include in that book. One of the other
areas that besides, you know, his personal tragedy when he
ran for senate and later violence against women and the Bork
hearings is -- there's a chapter or several parts that talk
about sort of him earning his foreign policy chops, from
lack of a better description --

MR. ZWONITZER: Mm-hmm, right.

MR. QECHRODIWAS - in the late '70s —-

MR. ZWONITZER: Yeah.

MR. QIGHOIGQI® -- when President —-

MR. ZWONITZER: Going with Harriman and --

MR. QICONOIQ® Exactly, that's right. When

President Carter asked him to go and he went to Germany.
MR. ZWONITZER: Right.

MR. HIGHEIW® ~nd he went to the Soviet Union and

he went on these trips abroad and the theme I got out of is
this is sort of where he —-- he was pretty young. He was
still in his thirties, he'd been in the Senate for years but
still a young guy and he'd go and sit across the table from
these leaders, these Soviet Union leaders or stare at them.

MR. ZWONITZER: Yeah. When I was your age I —-
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(00:49:24)
MR. ZWONITZER: -- was fighting the Nazis.

MR. QIGHOIOI® ~And I was in Stalingrad, like yeah,

that's exactly it. He tells about that chapter and that,
what the, what was the theme you were getting at then?

MR. ZWONITZER: Well it was really, yeah, as you
said it was about sort of learning. I mean it was -- he was
incredibly fortunate as a guy who was in his early thirties
who's having these experiences and learning, and not just
learning by being a staff member but by literally sitting
across the table from people like Gromyko. I mean the thing
I remember most about that chapter, that time period just to
say like -- he would say like, like who was I at that point
time? He tells the story about being at -— I think it was
Averell Harriman's house with a group of people. And Ted
Kennedy was there and they were talking and he was saying
something and he picked up this object that was on the
coffee table and sort of like talking and kind of
absentmindedly going like this and then Ted Kennedy said, oh
crap, put it back down. He said, Joe, that's a Faberge eqg.
So, you know, he's saying like I'm a young guy who doesn't
know a lot. I'm like, you know, like I'm a kid from
Scranton, Pennsylvania and here I am. And so it's, it's
like learning on the fly.

MR. DICGHOIGN® They're pretty vivid tales about —-
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(00:50:52)

MR. QIOBUIBK® - those meetings in the later '78,

'79 I think is the timeframe where he went on these trips.
Or I don't know about the first trips he went abroad but the
ones in the book the sort of him learning to do this as a
young, relatively young man. Did he have notes, materials,
the little notebooks you talked about or scrapbook type

things on those trips that he -- you guys went through?

MR. ZWONITZER: No. It was that —- all that stuff
I think -— I mean I think he did maybe -- I think maybe I
had some notes from the Senate about -- from his staff about

like when he made certain trips, just chronologies. But
again memoir, I mean most of this came from his memory.

MR. DIGNOIWE® Okay. Would he refer to things

when you guys sat down? I mean would he just be leaning
back, let me tell you about back in the day? Or was it like
him, you know, with a notebook open or some materials in
front of him that he'd refer to.

MR. ZWONITZER: In this instance it was almost
never with a note. I think he had himself like read through
things to remind himself about certain things that happened
many years ago. But it was really, it was just like this,
talking like this.

MR. QEICONCOIWIS Okay.
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(00=z57:15)
V=Sl (o) (), (b) (7)(C) (b) (5), (b) (8), (b) (7)(C)

MR. ZWONITZER:

OIONOICONIN®] -
Mr. zwoNITZER: [OISHOIGICIGIGE TN

W) ). ) (7)) (b) (5), (b) (6), (b) (7)(C)

I
MR. ZWONITZER: (b) (5), (b) (6), (b) (7)(C)
5128l (©) (6). (b) (7)(C) (b) (5), (b) (6), (b) (7)(C)

MR. ZWONITZER:

Vil o) (6). (o) (7)C)RM(D) (5), (b) (6), (b) (7)(C)g

MR. ZWONITZER: (b) (5), (b) (6), (b) (7)(C)

W
?i | |
0

Vil ©) (6). (b) (7)(C

MR. ZWONITZER: (b) (5), (b) (6), (b) (7)(C)
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MR. ZWONITZER: (b) (5), (b) (6), (b) (7)(C)

Sure. Sure. One other topic in

that book and I forgot to mention it earlier, there's

a —— and near the end of the book there's a chapter or two

about Afghanistan then, you know, the sort of early days.
MR. ZWONITZER: Yeah.

MR . [(WIGEWIA(® ~And the Bush Administration's

decision to go to war in Afghanistan. Do you recall that
chapter?

MR. ZWONITZER: I do. Yeah. I remember —- yeah,
I do remember that chapter.

MR. WIGRGRWIL® Okay. And what was the purpose of

that or why was that included in the book?
MR. ZWONITZER: 1In the book --

MR. DICHOIWI® Was there something that Biden felt

strongly about?
MR. ZWONITZER: It was something he felt strongly
about I think, and it was a very —-- you know, in 2007 it was

still very present topic.
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(b) (3), (b) (6), (b) (7)(C)

ZWONITZER:

51
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(00:55:28)

(b) (5), (b) (6), (b) (7)(C)

?

MR. ZWONITZER: (b) (5), (b) (6), (b) (7)(C) ;

MR. ZWONITZER: (b) (5), (b) (6), (b) (7)(C)

12BN (D) (6), (D) (T)(C)

MR. ZWONITZER: (b) (5), (b) (6), (b) (7)(C)

MR. ZWONITZER: (b) (5), (b) (6), (b) (7)(C)
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(00:56:37)

MR. ZWONITZER: (b) (9), (b) (6), (b) (7)(C)

(b) (3), (b) (6), (b) (7)(C)

MR. ZWONITZER:

MR . OIGHCHHWE [ISEOIGRTIGE

MR. ZWONITZER: (b) (5), (b) (6), (b) (7)(C)
i

0 ‘
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(00:57:45)

MR. ZWONITZER: (b) (5), (b) (6), (b) (7)(C)
K
-
MR. ZWONITZER: (b) (5), (b) (6), (b) (7)(C)
I
(b) (3), (b) (6), (b) (7)(C)

I
[

MR. ZWONITZER: (b) (5), (b) (6), (b) (7)(C)
—

s K
MR. ZWONITZER: (b) (5), (b) (6), (b) (7)(C)
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MR.

MR.

ZWONITZER:

ZWONITZER:

(b) (5), (b) (6), (b) (7)(C)

55
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(00=59:33)

MR. ZWONITZER: (b) (5), (b) (6), (b) (7)(C)

MR. [OEGNEEH(

(b) (5), (b) (6), (b) (7)(C)

"
cl
=
=
=

MR. ZWONITZER:

(b) (3), (b) (6), (b) (7)(C)

MR. ZWONITZER: (b) (3), (b) (6), (b) (7)(C)

(b) (5), (b) (6), (b) (7)(C)

|%I=(b) (6), (b) (7)(C)
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(0 1=00:z231)

MR. ZWONITZER: (b) (9), (b) (8), (b) (7)(C)

MR. ZWONITZER: (b) (5), (b) (6), (b) (7)(C) |

(b) (3), (b) (6), (b) (7)(C)

?

MR. ZWONITZER: (b) (5), (b) (6), (b) (7)(C)

MR. ZWONITZER: (b) (5), (b) (6), (b) (7)(C)

(b) (5), (b) (6), (b) (7)(C) [
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(01:02:06)

(b) (3), (b) (6), (b) (7)(C)

MR. ZWONITZER: (b) (5), (b) (6), (b) (7)(C)

MR. ZWONITZER: (b) (5), (b) (6), (b) (7)(C)

| ‘

MR. ZWONITZER: b) (5), (b) (6), |
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MR. ZWONITZER: -—- (b) (5), (b) (6), (b) (7)(C)

(b) (3), (b) (6), (b) (7)(C)

ISR (b) (6), (b) (7)(C)

)

MR. ZWONITZER: (b) (5), (b) (B), (b) (7)(C)
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(b) (5), (b) (6), (b) (7)(C)

?

MR. ZWONITZER: (b) (9), (b) (6), (b) (7)(C)

TR 0) ). o) (7)) (b) (5), (b) (6), (b) (7)(C)

MR. ZWONITZER:
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(01:06:30)

MR. ZWONITZER: (b) (5), (b) (6), (b) (7)(C)

A (9} (5. (2) (6}, {03 17

MR. ZWONITZER: (b) (5), (b) (6), (b) (7)(C)

MR. ZWONITZER:

M) ©), () (1)) (b) (5), (b) (6), (b) (N)C) [
MR. ZWONITZER: (b) (3), (b) (6), (b) (7)(C)
MR, - (b) (5), (b) (6), (b) (7)(C)

MR. ZWONITZER: (b) (9), (b) (6), (b) (7)(C) ——
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MR. ZWONITZER: -—- (b) (9), (b) (8), (b) (7)(C)

MR.

MR.

MR. ZWONITZER: —— (b) (5), (b) (6), (b) (7)(C)

(b) (5), (b) (6), (b) (7)(C)
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MR.

MR.

MR.

MR.

MR.

ZWONITZER: (b) (5), (b) (6), (b) (7)(C)

ZWONITZER: —— (b) (5), (b) (6), (b) (7)(C)

ZWONITZER: W

ZWONITZER:

(b) (), (b) (6), (b) (7)(C)
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(01092 13)

Vil b) (6), (b) (7)(C) (b) (5), (b) (6), (b) (7)(C)

MR. ZWONITZER: (b) (5), (b) (6), (b) (7)(C)

that you were going to cover can you talk just about how you
went about doing the initial research before you sat down
with —-

MR. ZWONITZER: Yeah.

MR. DEGHEIUW® - Biden I know I've seen some

emails where you reached out to Steve Ricchetti's and others
asking for to set up meetings and then, you know, the vice
president pulled notes or journals; is that right?

MR. ZWONITZER: Well, I think he mentioned the --




10

11

12

13

14

13

16

T

18

19

20

2l

2

23

24

2

(0L )L0s36)
MR. ZWONITZER: -- journals first, yeah.

MR. [DIGHUIW® Riden did?

MR. ZWONITZER: Yeah.

MR. CHOROIO Can you tell us about that? What

did he tell you about the journals?

65

MR. ZWONITZER: I don't remember exactly. I just

remember that at some point he did, you know, he did pull
them out and share stuff with me because the diaries were
really what made the book possible. It gave you -- I mean
it was the contemporaneous notes were —— I mean they were

very raw and very immediate but it also gave you again the

emotional arch of the, of the story. So those diaries were

an important part of our —-

MR. GHONWII® And was —- did he keep these

diaries with the sense that someday he might write a book
about his experiences as vice president?

MR. ZWONITZER: I think, I think it's likely he
did but I don't, I don't know the reason he kept the —- I

know that, you know, he did over the years I know he kept

diaries but I think he was more -- it felt like once Beau
got sick he was —-- he took -- he did more entries. I thin
it was a way to like —-- it was almost like therapy. It wa

like talking --

MR. [QIGNOIGS Surc.,

k

5
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MR. ZWONITZER: -- himself through this this awful
time.

MR. DIONOIGE® Sure. Okay. I'm going to some
other examples of a couple —-- here's an email on September

of 2016. It's Zwonitzer 7613.

) (6), (b) (7)C) 76137

MR. DIOEOIQN®S vYeah. And this i1s an email that

you sent to Steve Ricchetti who was I think then as chief of
staff, is that right?
MR. ZWONITZER: Yeah.

MR. [OEGNOIWN®S ~nd then T'11 follow. You read it

here for a second.
MR. ZWONITZER: Okay.

MR. QIONOIGI® Rut I think basically you're asking

like it might take some time on the vice president's

calendar.

MR. ZWONITZER: Right.

MR. BICHOIW® So we can sit down and
start -- like is this doing the interviews that --

MR. ZWONITZER: Oh yeah, but September 2016 we
were doing serious content interviews.

MR. CHGOROIOR® Okay. And you would ask that he

could pull relevant notes or journals that he had for the

period. Is that right?
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MR. ZWONITZER: Yeah. That's right.

MR. And what were you looking, what did

you want, what did you have in mind when you asked that?
MR. ZWONITZER: Well again just so he would

be —— again so much of this was memory and so much of this

was in a really hard time so there's a little bit of fog in

his —

MER. [IGHOIUW® sure.

MR. ZWONITZER: -- in his memory. So it would
allow him to sort of like read up on and be aware of —-- like

refresh his recollection. (b) (5), (b) (6), (b) (7)(C)

MR. CDIONBIWNS vYcah. Make productive use of the

interview time I suppose too because it was limited.

MR. ZWONITZER: Yeah. Because, you know, he was a
busy man. So if we were going to have three hours we didn't
want to -- we wanted to be efficient about it.

MR. QICONOIR® You didn't want to spend it looking

for journals or notes.

MR. ZWONITZER: Yeah.

Rl (b) (6), (b) (T)(C)

MR. ZWONITZER: (b) (5), (b) (6), (b) (7)(C)




10

11

13

14

13

16

17

18

19

20

2l

22

23

24

2

(01:14:04)

MR. ZWONITZER: (b) (5), (b) (6), (b) (7)(C)

(b) (5), (b) (6), (b) (7)(C)

68

MR. ZWONITZER: (b) (5), (b) (6), (b) (7)(C)

MR. GHONWII® When did you start doing the

substantive interviews with Vice President Biden?
MR. ZWONITZER: My guess is that it was around

August, September of -- I think there was some stuff as

early as August. But certainly by September I think.

SIW(b) (6). (b) (7)(C)

(b) (5), (b) (6), (b) (7)(C)
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MR. ZWONITZER: (b) (9), (b) (6), (b) (7)(C)

MR. ZWONITZER: (b) (3), (b) (6), (b) (7)(C)

MR. ZWONITZER: (6), (b) (7)(C)

(b) (), (b)
DICHOIGEOIV®] N

69
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MR. ZWONITZER: (b) (5), (b) (6), (b) (7)(C)

MR. DICHOIG® How many times did you go to the

White House?
MR. ZWONITZER: Maybe three total and we didn't
really —— the vice president and I did not do any

substantive work or talk at the White House.

UGl (D) (6), (b) (7)(C) (b) (3), (b) (6), (b) (7)(C)
_—
MR. ZWONITZER: (b) (5), (b) (6), (b) (7)(C)
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MR. ZWONITZER: (b) (9), (b) (8), (b) (7)(C)

MR. [OEGNEEH( W

MR. ZWONITZER: (b) (5), (b) (6), (b) (7)(C)

SA Just a —— it looks like when

you're talking about BICECIBNRNGE had all that stuff in hand,
it looks like it's carrying over from so the VP could have
relevant notes/diaries et cetera with him when we talk. And
then the only staff time it would require would be in making
sure he has those documents in front of him when we do our

substantive sessions. [QIQECIONGIU hsd a]11 that stuff in hand

when I saw him in August. Do you remember if [RISHQIDNOIUR had
notes and diaries?
MR. ZWONITZER: No. [jjjilij only had schedules.

SA Okay.

MR. ZWONITZER: W never had notes and diaries.

(0] (5]. (21 (5], (

And you see was telling me this from his memory.

His memory. Okay.

. [DIGHGIREY You seem gquite sure about that with
the, with the journals and diaries.
MR. ZWONITZER: Yeah.

MR. GIONOIG® Why?

MR. ZWONITZER: Biden really never let the —-
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MR.

ZWONTIZER: —- journals out of his hand. In

fact any time I ever saw them they were in his hands.

MR.

WIORWINR® Okay. And these are —- are these

the black notebooks?

MR.

ZWONITZER: Yeah. They're —— I just remember

they were black and had some kind of red borders or

something like that.

MR.

(0) (6), (0) (XC)g (b) (5), (b) (6), (b) (7)(C)
(b) (6), (b) (7)(C) (b) (5), (b) (6), (b) (7)(C)

MR.

MR . [QIGROIU®) - W

Vi=gal(b) (6), (b) (7)(C)
[

W) ). 0) O (b) (5), (b) (6), (b) (7)(C)

MR. DICHCIULE (b) (5), (b) (6), (b) (7)(C)
—

MR. ZWONITZER: [DIGNOICEOIRIE)

MR . DICEOIGIS (b) (3), (b) (6), (b) (7)(C)

LEN© ©). 0 ORI (b) (5), (b) (6), (b) (7)(C)

Mr. zwoNITZER:  EIGHOIGEOIGVIGE I
[ —

MR. RDIGEGIULE)

MR. ZWONITZER: (b) (5), (b) (6), (b) (7)(C)
[

MR. DIGESIULE)
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. QRN REEEEE

[
MR. ZWONITZER: (b) (5), (b) (6), (b) (7)(C)
58
IR (b) (6). (b) (7)(C ™™ "™

VI8l ) (6). (b) (7)(C) (b) (5), (b) (6), (b) (7)(C)

(b} (5), (b} (6), (b} (FIC)

SA (b) (), (b) (6), (b) (7)(C)

Vi3l (0) (), (b) (7)C(b) (5), (b) (6), (b) (7)(C)

MR. ZWONITZER: (b) (5), (b) (6), (b) (F)(C)

JIZS (D) (6), (D) (7)(C)

MR. ZWONITZER: (b) (5), (b) (6), (b) (7)(C)

MR. GHQNWIIY They're more like leather-bound

black?

MR. ZWONITZER: Yeah. And I remember them having
red. So that's not -- I just don't remember having seen
those.

MR. QIONOIQ® T sce. So you didn't have them in

your hand ever, is that --

MR. ZWONITZER: No. And in fact at one point, you
know, he would -- I said to him at one point, listen, we're
spending a lot of time, you know, it would be very efficient

if you would like, you could mark some of the passages.
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MR. ZWONITZER: I could make photocopies and it
would be a lot faster. And he was -- he declined that offer
diplomatically but adamantly. I mean it was clear, you
know, these were personal journals and he didn't want them
out of his possession.

MR. GHONOII® Okay. It's interesting because

we've listened to those recordings, it's clear some of them
you guys sit down for a hour and a half.
MR. ZWONITZER: Yeah.

MR. BDICGHOIW® And all he's doing is reading --

MR. ZWONITZER: Yeah.

MR. GICOROINL® - sometimes relatively -- in a

relatively monotone voice his journal to you. And you take
it down verbatim.
MR. ZWONITZER: Exactly, yeah.

MR. CHGOROIBN® BRut that's pretty painstaking.

MR. ZWONITZER: It was incredibly painstaking and
not only was it —- I mean I was recording it. Right. It
was not only painstaking but it was, it was emotional, you
know. There were other times I think when yes, he would be
reading from me but then he would -- might be reading from
these to me. But then he might go off book a little bit
like, oh let me tell you, you know.

MR. [OEGNOIWN®S He flowed ——
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MR. ZWONITZER: This is back, this is background.

MR . WEGRGIWLS Okay.

MR. ZWONITZER: ©Not like let me tell you about one
thing, you know, like the, you know, PD-1 experimental
treatment is whatever and about that.

MR. GICONOIGL® T could say listen to the recording

it seemed like some sessions were devoted to just basically
reading his journal to you and others were more back and
forth conversational.

MR. ZWONITZER: Yeah.

MR. OEGNUINN® T sssume the latter were more

interesting. Okay. So you said he wouldn't -- he said, no,
you can't look at these journals.
MR. ZWONITZER: Yeah.

MR. [CHACROINE® You can't photocopy them?

MR. ZWONITZER: No, no. He did at one
point -- like I know there were -- no. I mean and I did, I
should say like, man, we are on a deadline. You know, this
takes time. It's your time and it would be lot more
efficient and it just —-

MR. DIGNOIOEY® WwWasn't going to happen. Yeah.

MR. ZWONITZER: Yeah. I mean and again he was
diplomatic. It wasn't like, how the hell could you ask me

that. It was just no.
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MR. CHCORIBE Do you know where he kept those

journals?
MR. ZWONITZER: I do not.

MR. DIQNOIOI® Okay. During some of your

early —- your earlier meetings were at the Naval
Observatory, is that right, in your earlier interviews?
MR. ZWONITZER: Yeah. That's right.

MR. IGNGIWL® Where would you meet at the Naval

OCbservatory?

MR. ZWONITZER: (b) (5), (b) (B), (b) (7)(C)

MR. QICGNOIY® Okay. During one of the recorded

sessions at the Naval Observatory, one of the early ones,
Biden is talking about his journals and notebooks and some
of the material. And he says, I just found them upstairs.

MR. ZWONITZER: I just found?
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MR. ICOROIGL® Them, these materials upstairs.

MR. ZWONITZER: {b) (9). (b} (6}, (b} (7)C),

MR. ZWONITZER:

not sure.

about his efforts to gather these journals and notebooks and
other materials?

MR. ZWONITZER: I don't remember him talking about
that. I mean -- no. And I wasn't really aware of where
they were or where he kept them. And when we would sit down
it would not be like, oh, let me pull eight journals out.

It was always like one specific diary for a specific

session. (b) (9), (b) (6), (b) (7)C)

MR. QIGRGINL® Okay. Okay.

SN (b) (6), (b) (7)(C) (b) (5), (b) (6), (b) (7)(C)
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U129 (D) (6), (D) (7)(C)

(b) (9), (b) (6), (b) (7)(C)E
(b) (5), (b) (6), (b) (7)(C)

MR. ZWONITZER:

|

SN (b) (6). (b) (7)C)  (b) (5), (b) (6), (b) (7)(C)

MR. ZWONITZER:

UJI

(b) (5). (b) (6). (b) (7)(C)
L —
L —

b) (o

MR. ZWONITZER:
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MR.

ZWONITZER:

LW (b) (6), (b) (7)(C)

MR.

MR.

MR.

ZWONITZER:

ZWONITZER:

ZWONITZER:

(b) (5), (b) (6), (b) (7)(C)

(b) (5). (b) (6), (b) (7)(C)

(b) (5), (b) (6), (b) (7)(C)

(b) (), (b) (6), (b) (7)(C)
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MR. ZWONITZER:

(b) (5), (b) (6), (b) (7)(C)
(b) (5), (b) (6), (b) (7)(C)

(b) (5), (b) (6). (b) (7)(C)

MR. ZWONITZER:
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MR. ZWONITZER:

—.e
(b) (5), (b) (6), (b) (7)(C)

MR. ZWONITZER:

MR.

MR. ZWONITZER:

MR. ZWONITZER:

(b) (3), (b) (6), (b) (7)(C)

(b) (5), (b) (6), (b) (7)(C)
A
(b) (5), (b) (6), (b) (7)(C)

(b) (5), (b) (6), (b) (7)(C)

(b) (5), (b) (6), (b) (7)(C)




[R]

10

11

13

14

13

16

17

18

19

20

2l

22

23

24

2

(01292 15)

=Sl 5) (6), (b) (7)(C) (b) (9), (b) (6), (b) (7)(C)
_
MR. ZWONITZER: (b) (9), (b) (6), (b) (7)(C)

[E—
V=Pl 0) (6), (o) (/)(C J (b) (5), (b) (6), (b) (7)(C)
1 —
Mr. zwoNITZER: [BIGNOICHOIGES] BE
MR. DIONOIWI® Okay. Okay. Right

after —— shortly after Biden's vice presidential term ended
there was a meeting at his residence on Chain Bridge Road in
Mclean.

MR. ZWONITZER: Okay.

MR. CACROIWI® On February lé6th of 2017.

MR. ZWONITZER: Right.

MR. DIGHEOIW® ~And there was a —— this —- I

understand it was a big meeting and part of the purpose of
that meeting was to finalize the proposal to publishing
companies. Is that right? Do you recall that meeting?

MR. ZWONITZER: Well I wouldn't have but I do now.

MR. WEGRGIW® You do now.

MR. ZWONITZER: Recently, you know, I've been
through that. That date sticks in my head.

MR. DIOEBIG® oOkay. Why —-

MR. ZWONITZER: It wouldn't have otherwise.
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MR. CHONOIL® Yecah, why does it stick in your

head there? What can you tell us about that meeting?

MR. ZWONITZER: Well I just remember there was
some -- I think that was the meeting where, you know, the
notion of something classified actually came up.

MR. CHORUIGES Okay. Can you tell us about that?

MR. ZWONITZER: So what I remember is that, what I
remember is that he was reading me stuff from the diary and
he made a reference that he needed to be careful because he
was worried that there was a possibility that, you know,
some of this stuff could be classified. So there were
things, you know, you know, there were things he couldn't
tell me, lines he couldn't cross. And I think that was also
the moment where he said, I think I found something
downstairs.

MR. [OEGROIBNS That was classified.

MR. ZWONITZER: That had classified markings on
it. Yeah. And that was -- you know, so that was just after
they had left the White House and they were just getting
into Chain Bridge Road here.

MR. QIGHOIGI® And you guys were doing an

interview at that point?
MR. ZWONITZER: Yeah.

MR. DICGHOIG® Okay. And where you in checking —-
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MR. ICORWIWGL® - the property?

MR. ZWONITZER: Well I don't remember this but of
having read that transcript I think he says something about
downstairs. So we must have been in the main —-- on the main
floor of the Chain Bridge house.

MR. GHONOIL® Would you guys meet like at the

living room or dining room or something?

MR. ZWONITZER: Yeah. I mean there was a, there
was a very nice kind of room off the dining room, which we
were —-— it was kind of between a hallway and a library you'd
call it. But it was just a nice place with a couple of
seats to sit and talk.

MR. [QECHROIWES Okay .

MR. ZWONITZER: Yeah. A lot of

the -- that's -- but again I don't remember that but having
read that —-

MR. [(GIGRGIL® Surc.

MR. ZWONITZER: -- this is downstairs.

MR. CACROIWE® Okay. You don't remember that
it —— you said downstairs until you read it?

MR. ZWONITZER: I mean I only -- yeah.

MR. [QEGHEIWLS Ycoah .

MR. ZWONITZER: I don't, I didn't remember the

conversation I had until --
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MR.

MR.

MR.

WEEl ) (6), (b) (7)(C) (b) (5), (b) (6), (b) (7)(C)

MR. ZWONITZER: (b) (5), (b) (6), (b) (7)(C)

MR.

MR.

85
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MR.

MR.

ZWONTIZER:

ZWONITZER:

MR.

ZWONITZER:

MR.

ZWONITZER:

MR.

ZWONITZER:

(b) (), (b) (6), (b) (7)(C)

" F
(b) (5), (b) (6), (b) (7)(C)

(b) (5), (b) (6), (b) (7)(C)

(b) (5), (b) (6), (b) (7)(C)
(b) (3), (b) (6), (b) (7)(C)

(b) (5), (b) (6), (b) (7)(C)

86
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MR.

ZWONITZER:

(b) (5), (b) (6), (b) (7)(C)

87

MR.

ZWONITZER:
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MR. ZWONITZER: (b) (9), (b) (8), (b) (7)(C)

I
[
(b) (3), (b) (6), (b) (7)(C)

b) (5), (b) (6), (b) (7)(C)

88

|

MR. ZWONITZER: W
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MR. ZWONITZER: W?

(b) (5), (b) (6), (b) (7)(C)
). (b) (

(b) (7)(C) ?
vMr. zwoNITZER: [ QISEICICEOIGCI -
(5). (b) (6). (b) (7)(C)
e —

b) (5 6),
(b) (5 6),
(b)

JUISSE (D) (6), (D) (T)(C)

MR. ZWONITZER: (b) (5), (b) (6), (b) (7)(C)
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MR.

MR.

90

zwoNITZER: — [DIGHOIGEOIES

ZWONITZER: (b) (5), (b) (6), (b) (7)(C)
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MR. ZWONITZER: -—- (b) (9), (b) (8), (b) (7)(C)

&

MR. ZWONITZER: (b) (5), (b) (6), (b) (7)(C)
I
I
V= (0) (), (b) (7)(C) (b) (5), (b) (6), (b) (7)(C)
1
e —

MR. ZWONITZER: W.

MR. ZWONITZER: (b) (5), (b) (6), (b) (7T)(C)
e
B
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MR.

ZWONTIZER:

(b) (5), (b) (6), (b) (7)(C)

MR.

MR.

MR.

ZWONITZER:

ZWONITZER:

(b) (6), (b) (T)C)

(b) (), (b) (6), (b) (7)(C)

(b) (), (b) (6), (b) (7)(C)
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MR. ZWONITZER: (b) (5). (b) (6), (b) (7)(C)

(b) (5), (b) (6), (b) (7)(C)

| —
MR. ZWONITZER: (b) (5), (b) (6), (b) (7)(C)
&

MR. [OECNETI®

(b) (), (b) (6), (b) (7)(C)

-
MR. ZWONITZER:
(b) (5), (b) (6), (b) (7)(C)
vr. zwoNITZER: [[DIGHCIGHCIGIG] TS
I

MR 3 ZWON I T Z ER . B} {5} () (5} @) 7|

(b) (5), (b) (6), (b) (7)(C) -

izl (0) (6), (b) (7)(C) (b) (5), (b) (6), (b) (7)(C)




10

11

13

14

13

16

17

18

19

20

2l

23

24

2

(01:42:40)

MR. ZWONITZER: (b) (9), (b) (8), (b) (7)(C)
e
I
[ —

Bl (0) (6), (b) (7)(C) (b) (5), (b) (6), (b) (7)(C)

MR. ZWONITZER: (b) (5), (b) (6), (b) (7)(C)

MR. ZWONITZER:

(b) (5), (b) (6), (b) (7)(C)
Y -

MR. ZWONITZER: (b) (5), (b) (6), (b) (7)(C)

JUIZS (D) (6), (b) (T)(C)

MR. ZWONITZER: (b) (5), (b) (B), (b) (7)(C)

(b) (5), (b) (6), (b) (7)(C)

SA (b) (5), (b) (6), (b) (7)(C)
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SA (b) (3), (b) (6), (b) (7)(C)
[

MR. BIGESIGE (b) (3), (b) (6), (b) (7)(C)
e

LW (b) (6), (b) (7)(C)

Bl (b) (6), (b) (7)(C)JM(b) (5), (b) (6), (b) (7)(C]

MR.

SA (b) (5), (b) (6), (b) (7)(C)
I

MR. ZWONITZER: QREREEHEE .

SA (b) (5), (b) (6), (b) (7)(C)E

MR. ZWONITZER:

SA (b) (9), (b) (6), (b) (7)(C)
e

123l ) (6). () (7)C)l  (b) (5), (b) (6), (b) (7)(C)

sa (b) (5), (b) (6), (b) (7)(C)

MR ] ZWON I T Z ER - (&) (5). (o) (6). (b) (THC)

sA BDIGHOINI® ~And so my guestion about these is
how were these actually prepared? Were these —- did you
write these from your audio recordings and you transcribed
them or --

MR. ZWONITZER: Yeah.
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SA [DIGHDINE - did BEEREN write them?

MR. ZWONITZER: No. He -- so those would have
been from my recordings. He would read me the excerpts of
these diaries. I would record them and then I would do the
transcription. I mean these audio recordings never left
my —— they're, you know, in film work and other work you
might send tapes off to be transcribed by a transcription
service. I did all these.

SA ICONGIIN® so when it says at the top,
selected excerpts from personal diary 2015 —-

MR. ZWONITZER: Yep.

SA (O™ - what is the —— what is that the

2015 date refer to?

MR. ZWONITZER: That refers to -- this is January
1, 2015, January 15th, 2015, February 19th, 2015. These are
the dates of the ——

SA (EONEIXIP®) so the diary or the journal

covered 20157?
MR. ZWONITZER: Yes.

LW (D) (6), (b) (7)(C) e ehs

MR. ZWONITZER: I mean I'm not, I don't think
there was like one journal that was 2015. But these were,
these were all dates in 2015. I'm going to just check and

make sure.
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sA QIGNOIUIE oOkay. I'm just trying to make

sure --

MR. ZWONITZER: Yeah.

SA DIGNINI® - that this wasn't like the date
that you recorded the interview?

MR. ZWONITZER: No, no. No. I didn't -- no, that
was not. that was the date of the diary entries.

SA Okay. That's helpful.

MR. IGHGIWYR® Okay. So on the 16th —- let's go

back to that meeting at Chain Bridge. You think you were
probably, based on the recording that you listened to
recently or the transcript that you reviewed probably on the
main floor in that hallway, library, den area at Chain
Bridge Road. And during the conversation when you're going
through material, Biden talks about how I just found the
classified.

MR. ZWONITZER: Yeah.

MR. DIGHEIH® - downstairs. And I think he's

talking about Afghanistan in the decision whether to do a
troop surge in --
MR. ZWONITZER: I don't remember.

MR. [(QEOREIGRS - 2009. But when he mentioned

finding classified down there what was your reaction?

MR. ZWONITZER: I honestly can't remember my —-
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MR. ZWONITZER: -- reaction. And so I mean I
didn't even -- again I didn't remember that until I reviewed
that. So to say what I thought at the time would be to
backfill. Something I just don't —-

MR. BIGHOIG® veah.

MR. ZWONITZER: -- I just don't remember.

MR. DIGNOIRE® Okay. And let me just ask you a

few -- we can start back on questions. I assume you don't
have a security clearance -- and
MR. ZWONITZER: I do not.

MR. QICNOIYI® - you don't have it.

MR. ZWONITZER: No.

MR. ECGHGRWL® Tn the course of your career as a,

as a journalist, as a writer, as a documenter or film maker,
have you ever dealt with classified material? I mean not
unless like looking at them but events, items people that
are classified or we are kind of skirting on the edges of
things that are classified.

MR. ZWONITZER: (b) (5), (b) (B), (b) (7)(C)

(b) (3), (b) (8), (b) (T)(C)

MR. ZWONITZER: (b) (5), (b) (6), (b) (7)(C) e
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MR. ZWONITZER: -—- (b) (5), (b) (6), (b) (7)(C)

1B 151 ) (5. (0 [7)

MR. ZWONITZER:

MR. DIGHOI@®S -- how it works and how SCIFs work.

And have you followed that stuff? Are you familiar in the
course of your career about just generally what it means for
a document to be classified, how security clearance works,
what a security clearance is?

MR. ZWONITZER: I mean only in the, only in the

vague —— I know more now —-—
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MR. [QIOERWOIA(® Siire.

MR. ZWONITZER: -- in the last month or so as I
see it on, you know, this thing in the Trump world
mushrooming. But it's not something I really -- again
because anything classified material I dealt with had, was

history had long since been declassified.

MR. ZWONITZER: (b) (5), (b) (6), (b) (7)(C)

(b) (5), (b) (6), (b) (7)(C)

MR. ZWONITZER: (b) (5), (b) (6), (b) (7)(C) ;

S (b) (6), (b) (7)(C) (b) (5), (b) (6), (b) (7)(C)
N

(®) (5. &) {6). (b) (THC) Ee)

MR. ZWONITZER:

&EW(b) (6), (b) (7)(C)

I -

MR. ZWONITZER: {b) {5, (b} {B), (b} (7H(C)

(b) (3), (b) (6), (b) (7)(C)
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SEM(b) (6), (b) (7)(C) (b) (5), (b) (6), (b) (7)(C) K

MR. ZWONITZER: (b) (5), (b) (6), (b) (7)(C)
I [ started working on Pegasus in 2021, I
think.

SA QECONOIN® Okay.

MR. ZWONITZER: The book was just published in
January.

MR. GHOROIGEY Okay. So you don't -- when that

happened at the time you don't, you don't recall, it wasn't
notable to you, you weren't concerned?

MR. ZWONITZER: It didn't flag me, you know —-- no.
I mean figured that at that point they were still like
moving stuff around and trying to get any like —— so I
didn't -- it was not a flag to me. I mean perhaps it should
have been but I -- it's just not my world.

MR. WIGRWIBL® Did Biden seem concerned when he,

when he said that, that oh, like, there's classified down
there. 1I'd better take care of that? Or did he seem
nonchalant about it?

MR. ZWONITZER: Well, no, it was 1n a discussion
of T need to be careful.

MR. QIGRGIGL® Okay.

MR. ZWONITZER: I need to be careful with this

material. Again, I always got a sense that like there's —-
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MR. ZWONITZER: -- a line that he, you know,
wasn't going to cross. And I also had the sense that both
he and his staff were protective of me to make sure I didn't
end up with anything that I shouldn't. So it's not like hey
Mark, let me show you this cool document I've got
downstairs. It was just in the -- it was in the context of
I have an obligation to be careful with this material.

MR. [CIGHGIGIE) There's a few other instances 1in

those recordings where he's reading from a diary or a journal
and he says, oh this next part might be classified or something
like that. Do you recall those instances and did he appear
to be like skipping over the classified portion?

MR. ZWONITZER: I mean I —- he appeared to be. I
don't know.

MR. QICONOIW® Censoring or something?

MR. ZWONITZER: I suspect that he was skipping
over anything. But what I do know is that I would -- not
only would I prepare, you know, going into these meetings
but coming out of them I would also go through the material
he had talked about just as a matter of fact checking, you
know, and did this happen on this day in this way? And
there was never an instance where I felt 1like oh, I
shouldn't be aware of this because, you know, anything he

told me was always ——- it seemed like it —— I'm pretty —-
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MR. ZWONITZER: -- sure it was always a matter of,
you know, the various officials had already spoken to this
stuff in congressional hearings or in the press or, you
know, I was always able to find -- it was always stuff that
was in the public domain I felt like.

MR. [QEGOROIWI® Okay .

MR. ZWONITZER: There was nothing in my notes that
ever gave me pause, like oh I shouldn't have this.

MR. [(DEGONGIEGK®S Co ohead.

SA (b) (3), (b) (6), (b) (7)(C)

MR. ZWONITZER:

W (b) (6), (b) (7)(C) (b) (5), (b) (6), (b) (7)(C)

MR. ZWONITZER: (b) (5), (b) (6), (b) (7)(C)
I .
(b) (), (b) (6), (b) (7)(C)

Mr. zwoNITZER:  JEIGNOIGHOIGIGNE I
—

SA

(b) (3), (b) (6), (b) (7)(C)

MR. ZWONITZER:
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(01:53:25)

MR. GICGEOIGS (b) (5), (b) (6), (b) (7)(C)
I

MR. ZWONITZER: (b) (5), (b) (6), (b) (7)(C)

MR. ZWONITZER: (b) (5), (b) (6), (b) (7)(C)
.

U °) (5). (0) (7)C) (D) (5), (b) (6), (b) (7)(C)g

MR. zWONITZER: [BIGHOICGHOIVEG]
I

W o) ). ) (Ol (b) (5), (b) (6), (b) (7)XC) B

MR. ZWONITZER:

MR. QICOHOIW® Okay. There was —-- listening to

the recordings, there was also some occasions where Biden
would ask you to turn off the recorder because he was going
to cover something that was sensitive or I —-- for various

reasons. Do you, do you recall that? Or why —-
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recorder?

that.

105

MR. CHCRGAWI® - would he ask you to turn off the

MR. ZWONITZER: I sure don't. I don't recall

(b) (3), (b) (6), (b) (7)(C)

(b) (5), (b) (6), (b) (7)(C)
MR. ZWONITZER: (b) (5), (b) (6), (b) (7)(C)
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(01:55:41)

MR. ZWONITZER:

(b) (3), (b) (6), (b) (7)(C) [

MR. ZWONITZER:

JUIGRN (D) (6), (b) (7)(C)

MR. ZWONITZER:
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LR ) 6). ©) (7)) (b) (), (b) (6), (b) (7)(C)
I

MR. ZWONITZER: (b) (5), (b) (6), (b) (7)(C)
e

MR . DIGEEIUE W

MR. ZWONITZER: (b) (5), (b) (6), (b) (7)(C)
I

MR. DIGECIUE

MR. ZWONITZER: (b) (5), (b) (6), (b) (7)(C)

MR. IGHGIGL® Okay. So February 1l6th, you have

the meeting where he talks about finding the classified.
Did you see any of the —- did he show any classified during
any of the interviews?

MR. ZWONITZER: No, no. He never showed me
anything like that.

MR. CHGROIBLS Okay. And in terms of the diaries

I know that he kind of had them literally close.
MR. ZWONITZER: Yeah.

MR. He would hold on to them, again

they were personal.
MR. ZWONITZER: Yeah. Right.

MR. There's at least a couple of times

where he kind of asked you help him read?

MR. ZWONITZER: Yes. Yeah. Can you make out —-
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MR. ZWONITZER: —-— this word? That I remember.

MR. Okay.

MR. ZWONITZER: But that's the only time I saw the
inside of that.

MR. DICGHOIWN® Okay. All right. Was that -- it

must have been a little frustrating. Didn't you want to
read them?

MR. ZWONITZER: I did and I didn't, you know,
because I mean I felt like everything he was comfortable
with he was, he was telling me. He was, you know —-- so I
don't —— I mean I can't remember ever thinking like I really
want to get my eyes on those documents.

MR. OGRS Okay. Okay.

MR. ZWONITZER: Except for efficiency and speed
reasons.
CUCRBIBNY Sure. Well on that note —-
Can I follow up on --

. WAOROINK® GCo please. Please, please.

SA (QEGNIIEE® - on February 16th. Do you
remember who else was there at the time?

MR. ZWONITZER: I thought it was just the two of
us.

MR. FREEMAN: Are we talking about February the

léth?
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SA [QICOMINN® The February 16, 2017.

MR. ZWONITZER: Yeah. 1It's —- I think it's been
pointed out to me to that Val was invited to the meeting. I
don't remember her. She may have been there but I just
don't remember her being there.

OIONIIN® Okay. If she has kind of lines on

the transcript and in the audio and you could hear her
voice —-
MR. ZWONITZER: Yeah.

SA DIGNOIUI® - would that make you think that

she was there?

MR. ZWONITZER: Oh well she was definitely there.
Yeah.

SA QICONOINL® Okay.

MR. ZWONITZER: Yeah.

SA OEGROIW® ~And then do you remember anyone
else who was there?

MR. ZWONITZER: On the 1l6th?

SA [DIGNOINI® On February 16th?

MR. ZWONITZER: I do not.

SA [OQIONIIN(® Okay. So I can understand when
you're in the moment with the vice president or former vice
president and he mentioned something like, oh this part is

classified or I found all these classified things --
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SA DIONEINN® - downstairs, maybe you don't

want to discuss it then or maybe it doesn't register for you
at the time, but when you're relistening to the audio and
transcribing it and typing up words like classified at that
point did it raise any flags for you or have any impact?

MR. ZWONITZER: I guess it did not.

SA [(IOQNJRE® Okay .
MR. DIGNOIOI® To follow up on that, did
you —-—- were you, were you typing in real time as he spoke?

MR. ZWONITZER: No, no, no.

MR. CHGROIBR® Or were you recording —-—

MR. ZWONITZER: Recording and --

MR. DIGHBOIWI® -- and transcribing later?
MR. ZWONITZER: -- transcribing, yeah.
MR. QICONOIY® Tt's painstaking. You did

that -- you did all the transcribing yourself?

MR. ZWONITZER: Yeah. 1It's not my favorite job.

SA DIGHOIWI® ~And did you mention anything about
him mentioning classified to anyone else?

MR. ZWONITZER: No.

SA DIGHOINI® To like your publishers, the
editor?

MR. ZWONITZER: No.

SA [CHCONOEG(e Okay.
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MR.

ZWONITZER:

(b) (5), (b) (6), (b) (7)(C)

MR.

MR.

email and this is Zwonitzer 53.

you.

ZWONITZER:

(b) (6), (b) (7)C)

And a week later you sent JEEESEN

It says we'll probably need about four -- you're

asking for another meeting.

MR.

MR.

ZWONITZER:

(b) (6), (b) (7)(C)

Yeah

I was going to show it to

Need about four hours if possible

and we need to take one session to make an inventory of all

the various notebooks, et cetera and put them in order and

put them in one place.

from there?

MR.

ZWONITZER:

Well yeah, because, you know —--

Can you tell us about your request
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MR. ZWONITZER: -- by then I had realized how
important those things were. And so I Jjust wanted to make
sure we didn't miss anything. But I don't remember this
ever actually happening. Like because again it was left to
the vice president to figure out like what notebooks
mattered and what to bring --

MR. DICGHOIG® And you said he never had like a

stack of like here's a bookshelf full of all my journals, my
diaries, my notebooks?

MR. ZWONITZER: No. I mean we would like, you
know, he would come into the meeting at the Naval
Observatory or at McLean or wherever it was and it would be,
you know -- what I remember is maybe one or two notebooks at
any given time. It was never more than that.

MR. CICGHOIWN® Okay. Was that frustrating? I

know the notebooks aren't —-- it's not like he kept a diary
every day if it -- this is 2009, this is 2010, this is 2011.
It's a little more haphazard than that.

MR. ZWONITZER: Yeah. That's one of the reasons I
said like I think let's like make an inventory just to make
sure the -- we didn't miss anything from this tenure of a
time period because they didn't seem to be -- well I didn't
know if they were in any sort of order or not. I just

wanted to make sure that we had everything from that time.
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MR. GHCOROIGL® And did you have a discussion with

Biden about that, the need to make sure you were getting
everything and we don't want to —-- there's really great
stuff in these journals.

MR. ZWONITZER: Yeah.

MR. [(DEOEIN® e want to make sure we're not

missing some of them?

MR. ZWONITZER: Probably I did, but I don't, you
know, I don't recall about that. And again he was -- I mean
he kept those journals, those diaries pretty locked down.

MR. CHCONOINS Okay. Did you get the sense that

other people, maybe Whad access to them or if they, you
know, couldn't find them?
MR. ZWONITZER: No. I didn't have any sense of

that either, I don't think.

Izl ) (6). (b) (7)(C) (b) (5), (b) (6), (b) (7)(C)

MR. ZWONITZER: (b) (5), (b) (6), (b) (7)(C)
-

MR. (b) (5). (b) (6), (b) (7)(C)

L
[
MR. ZWONITZER: HEOISHOIGHOINRI®

MR. IGHHIGE EISHOIGHEOIGE

MR. ZWONITZER: (b) (8), (b) (6), (b) (7)(C)
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MR.

MR.

MR.

(b) (), (b) (6), (b) (7)(C)

(b) (8), (b) (7)(C) (b) (5}, (b} {6). (b) (7)(C)

FReEMAN : (b) (), (b) (6), (b) (7)(C)

(L) (5], () (B

(b) (8), (b) (TX(C)

1B 151 ) (5. (0 [7)

going on a break.

(End of 230731 0074.)

114

The time is 11:31 and we're
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(Start of 230731 00735).

sA QIGNOINI®] Okay. The time is 11:45 and we're

back on.

MR. ZWONITZER: (b) (5), (b) (6), (b) (7)(C)
[

sA DIGHOINI® Read what?

MR. ZWONITZER: (b) (5), (b) (8), (b) (7)(C)
_

LI2B D) (©). (0) ())C)E(b) (5), (b) (6), (b) (7)C)M = |
-_—

MR. ZWONITZER: (b) (5), (b) (6), (b) (7)(C)

MR.

MR.

Vil (0) (6), (b) (7)(C) (b) (5), (b) (6), (b) (7)(C)

MR. ZWONITZER: (b) (5), (b) (6), (b) (7)(C)
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Mr. ZWONITZER: (b) (5), (b) (8), (b) (T)(C)

(b) (3), (b) (6), (b) (7)(C)

MR. ZWONITZER: (b) (5), (b) (6), (b) (7)(C)

You identified a series —-
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MR. QICORGIWL® - of POTUS lunches that you wanted

to go through in the book. Are these —-
MR. ZWONITZER: Right.

MR. DIGHOI@® - discuss and research and at

various point starting in April of 2017 you said a list of

POTUS lunches. I'm going to show you it's Zwonitzer 1464,

and

was the body man?

which is an email you sent to [RISNQIGEOIUE

- on April 27th of 2017. And SRSkl

MR. ZWONITZER: Yeah. At that point.

ME. OIGEOIUE ~2nd QWIEEDICGEOIG® 1 o0s his assistant

or secretary, let's get that right. And you asked —- well
you can see the email here. But —-—

MR. ZWONITZER: So the reason for this is that

the -- most of the personal stuff -- all the stuff about the
Obama lunches were -- most of them were in his diary.
Right?

MR. Mm—hmm .

MR. ZWONITZER: So it came, 1t came from the
diary. But he was not always sure about dates. So like, oh
I told you, you know, this conversation happened on April
1st. I want to make sure of that. So I think I was asking
him because he was going to review the notes, not from his
diary but the official notes that were at the Archives. So

he was going to the Archives to look at those, the notes ——
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MR. ZWONITZER: -- the official notes.

118

MR. QIGHOIWI® ror the, for the -- for researching

the book?

MR. ZWONITZER: Yeah. Just to -- it was more a

gquestion of fact checking, making sure, okay, yeah, this is,

this is correct. This is the correct date. Yeah. That's

the -- so that was I'm pretty sure the reason for that.

MR. DIQNOIOQI® Okay. And it looks like you

actually forwarded this email later on May 11 to

(b) (=), (b} (), (b) (THC), (b) (TNE). (b) (T)(F)

, and that's Biden's --

MR. ZWONITZER: (b) (5), (b) (6), (b) (7)(C)

MR. OICONBIWN® vYeah, that's his, that's his

personal email account at the time.

MR. ZWONITZER: Yeah. One of his accounts, yes

MR. QACROIWA® And that was so he could take that

list with him to the Archives to find what he could. Okay.

Okay. And did -- you didn't go to the Archives with him

though?

MR. ZWONITZER: I did not. I didn't even know I

was allowed to.

JUISSIN () (6), (b) (7)(C)

MR. ZWONITZER:

S1:W(b) (6), (b) (7)(C)
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(b) (5), (b) (6), (b) (7)(C)

MR. ZWONITZER: W

JIZE (D) (6), (b) (7)(C) (b) (5), (b) (6), (b) (T)(C)

MR. ZWONITZER: [

(b) (5), (b) (6), (b) (7)(C)
N —
MR. ZWONITZER: (b) (5), (b) (6), (b) (7)(C)
I

MR. ZWONITZER:

(b) (5), (b) (6), (b) (7)(C)
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MR. ZWONITZER: (b) (9), (b) (8), (b) (7)(C)

MR. WQIONOIBI® Did you ever ask him to make copies

of the notes he had the Archives and that would obviously be
somewhat easier?
MR. ZWONITZER: I did not.

MR. CGHCOROIOEY Okay. Okay. And why not?

MR. ZWONITZER: I know I Jjust remember -- partly
because, you know, what was in the diary was already there
and what he was looking at was just sort of confirming what
he already said.

MR. ICORGIGR® But you thought he already had the

substance of a lot of this from the notebooks?
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MR. ZWONITZER: Yeah, and I mean the truth 1is

like -- not the truth, but, you know, what's in the official
transcript and what's in his memory is not going to be much
different. And we were really only talking about I mean the
things that really struck him, things like, you know, Joe,
what do you want to do for the rest of your life. That was
in this head.

MR. [IONEIWI® When Obama asked him that?

MR. ZWONITZER: Yeah. Yeah.

MR. BDIGHBIW® Certainly fascinating to hear the

account of —-

MR. ZWONITZER: Yeah. These ——

MR. [(IGONCINN® - these one on one lunches between

the president and vice president.
MR. ZWONITZER: Yeah.

MR. CHAGROIBNY Very personal meetings. You

mentioned earlier that you had asked a few times if you
could photocopy the relevant pages of the notebooks. It
would be much easier. It's funny you said that because
I —— as you listening to those recordings I was struck by
how painstaking this process was for you and it —-

MR. ZWONITZER: Gosh, it was not only painstaking
timewise, it was painstaking just in terms of emotion.

MR. DIGNOIQE® Sure, sure. Taking down --
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MR. GHCONOIBL® -- important things or very

personal things and moving. Yeah, did you ask him multiple
times like are you sure I can't just photocopy some of
these?

MR. ZWONITZER: My memory is that I might have
asked him twice.

MR. CICHOIGIS Okay.

MR. ZWONITZER: But I got a wvery clear, you
know —— I mean it wasn't --

MR. DIGNOIGI® T1t's the vice president.

MR. ZWONITZER: Yeah. You don't push too hard.

MR. Got you. Okay.

SA Apart from kind of the diary
entries were you shown any of the official write ups that
came after these POTUS lunches?

MR. ZWONITZER: No. I never saw those.

SA Okay.

MR. ZWONITZER: And I don't think they ever —- I
think all he did was take notes on them. So I think they
were all at the Archives. I think he had to go to a
specific room in the Archives to look at those.

&EW(b) (6), (b) (7)(C)

Qkay.

MR. QICONOIW® While vice president and he is

still President Biden kind of famously had these lapel —-
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MR. [(GOEGORUOINNS - cards, these note cards he'd

keep in his jacket pocket. Are you familiar with those?
MR. ZWONITZER: Yes.

MR. DIQNOIQE®Y Did you see any of those or

look -- were you able to review any of those while you like
wrote the book or researched the book?

MR. ZWONITZER: I did see some of those just in
terms of the help like they were essentially, it was a
schedule for him. And so it was again and it's not —— it
was basically the same thing his private schedule would be

which is this is the public schedule, added to it would be

(&) (3], () (B), (R} (7)C)

things like, got a volleyball game tonight. You

) O i llbirthday or it was that kind of stuff.

So I did have some of those cards and what I
remember about them specifically is that he still always
kept until the vice presidency the tally of people killed
and wounded in Afghanistan I think.

MR. QIONOIONY Afghanistan seemed like something

that was an issue of importance. He felt very strongly
about Afghanistan. Is that correct?
MR. ZWONITZER: Yeah.

MR. DIGEOIGNS 1s that right?

MR. ZWONITZER: He did.

MR. CHOROIORS Would he talk about that to you?
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MR. ZWONITZER: Yeah. He did on occasion and it
was specifically about -- I mean it was already not just
famous, but infamous when they had to -- when they had
to —- when they chose to fire the general. Right? His name
L ganth ==

MR. WQIONOIGI® McChrystal.

MR. ZWONITZER: McChrystal, right.

MR. QIGNOIQ® : McChrystal.

MR. CHOROION® General McChrystal.

MR. ZWONITZER: Yeah. So that was really a -- I
think that was a clash between Biden and a lot of people at
the Pentagon about just how to handle Afghanistan. So that
was very much in the news.

MR. [(QIONMUWIWI® You know and Bob Woodward wrote a

book about this, I don't know if you’ve read it, called
Obama's Wars.

MR. ZWONITZER:

VISl (b) (6), (b) (7)(C) (b) (5), (b) (6), (b) (7)(C)

MR. ZWONITZER: (b) (5), (b) (6), (b) (7)(C)

MR. ZWONITZER: (b) (5), (b) (6), (b) (7)(C)

MR.

MR. ZWONITZER: [QISHOICGHGOIUIE .
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MR. [CHCRGHWI® Ycah. That book, you know, talks

about the decision to do -- to send more troops to
Afghanistan in 2009, in the very early days of the
Obama-Biden administration and one of the notable features
is Biden was really not lone voice, you know, nearly a lone
voice against it.

And very much kind of sticking in the craw of the
military was on, you know, tens of thousands of troops to
go —— additional troops to go into Afghanistan and Biden,
you know, repeatedly says, no and advocates against it even
though no one really wants to hear it.

Would he talk about that and his sort of
opposition, his opposition at the time? It was obviously a
tough time. It was a very new presidency. Obama didn't
have military or much foreign policy experience. It’s hard
to stand up to the military who are already at war.

MR. ZWONITZER: Yes. I mean it's one of the most
talked about things in that first term. You know, I mean
it's like there's a section of it in Obama's book about that
decision and what happened. And Biden was —-- you're right
the lone voice against that.

I mean so I'm sure that we talked about that but
it wasn't —-- that was never a part of the book. I don’t

think we ever even mentioned that in Promise Me, Dad.
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MR. ZWONITZER: So yes, without question we talked
about it, I'm sure.

MR. BICHBOIW® One of the sort of famous episodes

of this I mean in terms of Biden's opposition is this
handwritten letter he wrote to Obama over Thanksgiving and
sent to him on Thanksgiving day from Nantucket, again
advocating almost the last time about how this is a terrible
idea. Don't do this, Mr. President. This is a mistake.

MR. ZWONITZER: You mean like back in like 2009,
20107

MR. CHGOROINR® Rack in 2009 opposing the sending

of additional troops to Afghanistan.
MR. ZWONITZER: Yeah.

MR. QIONOIB® Did he talk to you about that? T

mean have you heard this anecdote before?
MR. ZWONITZER: About the Thanksgiving?

JUIZE (D) (6), (D) (7)(C)A=t=1s

MR. ZWONITZER: No.

MR. QIONOIQ® Okay. Like him writing this long

handwritten letter to Obama?

MR. ZWONITZER: I mean I do remember him saying
that he wrote -- yeah, a huge number of pages about, you
know, like I think you said handwritten?

MR. CHOROIOR® Yecah, a very long letter.
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MR. ZWONITZER: Yeah.

MR. QIGNOIR® T want to say annoying long

handwritten letter. But it was much longer than the typical
handwritten letter.

MR. ZWONITZER: Well listen, let me tell you
something, I don't think Joe Biden types. 1I've never seen
him type.

MR. QICONGIW® Yecah. Fair enough. Okay. Did he

ever show you that letter?
MR. ZWONITZER: No.

MR. QEACROIWE® Did he ever ——

MR. ZWONITZER: I don't remember seeing it.

MR. CIGEOIWS oOkay. [RISHOICNEIWIE

MR. ZWONITZER: (b) (3), (b) (6), (b) (7)C)
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(00:14:43)
MR. ZWONITZER: (b) (9), (b) (6), (b) (7)(C)
. |

(b) (5), (b) (6), (b) (7)(C)

MR. ZWONITZER: (b) (5), (b) (6). (b) (7)(C)

12BN (D) (6), (D) (7)(C)

(b) (5), (b) (6), (b) (7)(C)

Ire}

MR. ZWONITZER: (b) (5), (b) (6), (b) (7)(C)

.
=
=
-
=
o
=
~
=
y
w |

OIONOIONOIWI®) I
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U129 (D) (6), (D) (7)(C)

- (b) (), (b) (6), (b) (7)(C)

MR. ZWONITZER: (b) (5), (b) (8), (b) (7)(C)

IS (D) (6), (D) (T)(C)

(b) (5). (b) (6), (b) (7)(C)

MR. ZWONITZER:

(b) (5), (b) (6), (b) (7)(C)
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130

: t:b} “3)? (:b) {:7:}((:) I C (5). (b) (6). (B) (7)(C] L)

ZWONITZER: ) (9), (b) (6), (b) (7)(C) [
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MR. ZWONITZER: (b) (5), (b) (6), (b) (7)(C)

MR. ZWONITZER: (b) (9), (b) (6), (b) (7)(C)

MR. ZWONITZER:

I —
(b) (3), (b) (6), (b) (7)(C)

U (D) (6), (b) (7)(C)

MR. ZWONITZER: (b) (5), (b) (6), (b) (7)(C)
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MR. ZWONITZER: -—- (b) (9), (b) (8), (b) (7)(C)

YR ). () (10 (b) (5), (b) (6), (b) (7)(C)

MR. ZWONITZER: (b) (5), (b) (6), (b) (7)(C) B

gl (b) (5), (b) (6), (b)()(C) W |

MR. ZWONITZER: (b) (5), (b) (6), (b) (7)(C)

(b) (5), (b) (6), (b) (7)(C)
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MR. ZWONITZER: (b) (5), (b) (6), (b) (7)(C)
[
e

I
(b) (5), (b) (6), (b) (7)(C)

?

MR. ZWONITZER: (b) (5), (b) (6), (b) (7)(C)

1M (D) (6). (b) (7)(C)

MR. ZWONITZER:

LR (D) (6), (b) (7)(C)

(b) (5), (b) (6), (b) (7)(C) You had
mentioned about the note cards, you know, it would have his
schedules and the troops that had been killed in combat on
the back.

MR. ZWONITZER: Yeah.

SA Where would you see those note

cards?

MR. ZWONITZER: I think tha

I i the, vere in a

file, a PDF maybe that —-

They were provided to you in a PDF

file?
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MR. ZWONITZER: No. I think, I think I was —-- I
must have been given a copy of them.

SA Okay. Well I guess I'm trying to
figure out like were you in one of Biden's homes or like
where physically were you?

MR. ZWONITZER: I think that -- I can't remember

but I think 1t would have been from RISIQIGEOIUIY & so that

would have been at the White House in August when we were
gathering.

SA DIGHOIWI® 1n RAugust of 201672

MR. ZWONITZER: 'l6, when we were gathering
schedules.

SA (IGONIINN® Okay. So when he had the schedules

you think he also showed you note cards at that time?

sa QRERIE Or gave you a copy of them?

MR. ZWONITZER: (b) (5), (b) (8), (b) (7)(C)
I T ouldn't call
them a note card. It's like a card that was like narrow and
long.

sA BDIGHOINI®) vYeah. Like it goes coat pocket.

MR. ZWONITZER: And but it literally just had the
schedule on it. It didn't have anything more that the

schedule.

(b) (5), (b) (6), (b) (7)(C)
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1M (b) (6), (b) (7)(C) (b) (3), (b) (6), (b) (7)(C)
I Cid vou have the

actual, physical note cards?

MR. ZWONITZER: No.

Did he email them to you or give

them to you?

MR. ZWONITZER: I think I -- I think he gave me a
copy of those. But I'm not -- I don't remember. I thought
I —— I believe I had them in a PDF file.

SA Okay.

MR. GINSBURG: (b) (5), (b) (6), (b) (7)(C)

B3 (51, {b) (51, (B) (THC]

Y ©) (6). (0) (7)C)

MR. GINSBURG: (b) (5), (b) (6), (b) (7)(C)
MR. ZWONITZER: Yeah.

MR. FREEMAN: (b) (5), (b) (6), (b) (7)(C)
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S A B0 5 (@) (5% [ 7|

MR. FREEMAN: (b) (5), (b) (6), (b) (7)(C)

I (v sure are you that you got them? I

mean those look very distinctive with the schedule on them.
We all know what we're talking about.
MR. ZWONITZER: Yeah.

MR. BDIONOIWN® [ike so he famously had them and

used them a lot. They're sort of unique to him. Maybe he
had a good reason to but I've never seen that form.
MR. ZWONITZER: Okay. I mean that was memory.

MR . WEGRGIWLS Okay.

MR. ZWONITZER: I thought I saw those at some
point.

MR. [QICGRGIGL® Okay.

So I guess other than the meeting

with QIQNRIQNQIEE in the West Wing did you see those types of

note cards anywhere else?

MR. ZWONITZER: Well while he's vice president —-
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MR. ZWONITZER: -- you know, only in his hand when
he referred to it.

SA Okay. So since he left office as
vice president did you see those note cards like in his
houses or —-

MR. ZWONITZER: No.

MR. CICHEOIGN® When -- during some of the meetings

while he was still vice president I think you were at the
Naval Observatory, he's reading from materials that are not
the notebooks. And it appears to be the types of notes that
he later ended up at the Archives. Do you recall him paging
through some of the more haphazardly gathered the materials
that weren't a -- one of the journals or diaries?

MR. ZWONITZER: I don't.

MR . [EGHGIWLS Okay.

MR. ZWONITZER: But can you give me a for
instance?

MR. [CIGHEIH® Well so there's the interviews

where he's essentially reading you things —-
MR. ZWONITZER: Yeah.

MR. DIGHOIRI® -- from his journals and you're

typing down, instead of letting you photocopy them or read
them or giving them to you he's reading them so you can type

them, essentially transcribe them through his voice —-
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MR. GICONOIGL® -- which is a tedious process we've

discussed several times here.

There's certain ones when you look at them it
appears that he's not reading from his notebooks or diaries,
journals. Instead he's reading from notes of meetings that
he kept whether it's on lapel cards or some other gathered
materials that he had and later ended up at the, at the
National Archives. We know where they ended up.

MR. ZWONITZER: Okay.

MR. CHGOROIE But they are not the books that

we've talked about.
MR. ZWONITZER: Okay.

MR. DIGHBIBI® Do you recall him going through and

reading from other types of material?
MR. ZWONITZER: I mean, I remember him reading the

notes from the Obama lunches from what I thought came from

the Archives, that he took notes. I do not remember
other —- sorry, it's a long time ago.

MR. QIGHOIWI® T think those were the ones I'm
talking about the —- a lot of those are related to the POTUS
lunches.

MR. ZWONITZER: Okay. Again, I remember here —— I

thought he was reading me from notes he had taken at the

Archives. That was my understanding.
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(00:27:09)

MR. GQICONOIGLS Okay.

MR. ZWONITZER: And I think that was around the
middle —-

MR . of 2017.

MR. ZWONITZER: — '17.

MR. GIONOIWI® Okay. So you think you recall that

he went to the Archives, took notes on the things and then
read those notes to you?
MR. ZWONITZER: That's what I —- that’s my memory.

MR. DIGHEIW® He went back to the Archives in

July of 2017 and you -- this is Bates 631. This is
Zwonitzer 631 and 632 of July 9th of 2017, and you sent an

email to [QEGNOICGNOIWI(S

MR. ZWONITZER: Yeah.

MR. DIGHEIW® - which is the Joe Biden email

with the subject, Archives. And attached to it Bates at 632
is a list of POTUS lunches and that's some of the same
lunches that you had —-- appeared in your earlier list in
April, some of which are crossed out. I assume that's
because you already —--

MR. ZWONITZER: Don't know how --

MR. QIGNGIWR® You had gotten those notes. And

then this other, a list of other topics that, you know, in

for potential notes including calls with Prime Minister —-
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MR. GICOROIGL® - Abadi of Iraq, a call with

President Poroshenko of Ukraine and some other items. What
are these items that you're looking for and why?

MR. ZWONITZER: This was —— I mean these in
particular where like -- these were the first days he was
back after Beau's death.

MR . BICGEGIG® In June of 20 —-

MR. ZWONITZER: In June, so these are like what's

going on in your life then.

MR. IGRGIGL® Okay.

MR. ZWONITZER: What I remember is that I know
that we quoted from letters of condolence that he got about
Beau. I don't think he did any of that.

MR. GHONWI® You don't think he got you these

notes?
MR. ZWONITZER: I don't think he got any of those.

MR. He did go to the Archives. So you

sent this email on July 9th. He went there a day or two
later.
MR. ZWONITZER: Yeah.

MR. DIGHOIWI® sSo he did get you some stuff I take

it?
MR. ZWONITZER: I think it was about Beau.

MR. QICHGIWNL® Okay. The condolence letters?
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(00 29:28)

MR. ZWONITZER: Yeah. I don't -— I just don't
remember. I mean I remember having like all the official
readouts of those meetings from the White House archives
that was digitally available.

MR. DICHOIG® I[ctters re: Beau was on your list

there, also need.

MR. ZWONITZER: Yeah. So the letters I know that
we quoted from the letters in the book, I remember
specifically some. I don't have any recollection of any of

that material. I just thought like he never got to it.

MR. DIGEOIGLS) (b) (9), (b) (6), (b) (7)(C)
I

MR. ZWONITZER: (&) (5]. {b) (6). (b) (THC)

ViRl 0) (6), (b) (7)(C) (b) (5), (b) (6), (b) (7)(C)

MR. ZWONITZER:
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(00:31:02)

MR.

ZWONITZER:

MR.

MR.

MR.

MR.

(b) (6), (b) (T)C)

ZWONITZER:

(b) (6), (b) (7)(C)

. ZWONITZER:

B(b) (6), (b) (7)(C)

. ZWONITZER:

ZWONITZER:

(b) (3), (b) (8), (b) (T)(C)

(b) (3), (b) (6). (b) (7)(C)

(b) (5), (b) (6), (b) (7)(C)

10} (=) [2) {51 )7

(b) (5), (b) (6), (b) (7)(C)
(b) (5), (b) (6), (b) (7)(C)

(b) (3), (b) (6), (b) (7)(C)
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(00:32:01)

VB 0) 6). (0) (7)(C) (b) (5), (b) (6), (b) (7)(C)
I

MR. ZWONITZER: (b) (5), (b) (6), (b) (7)(C)

MR.

ZWONITZER:

MR.

MR. ZWONITZER: (b) (5), (b) (6), (b) (7)(C)
[—

IEWRO) ©). () (1)C) (b) (5), (b) (6), (b) (7)(C)
N

MR. ZWONITZER:
[
I

MR. (b) (5), (b) (6), (b) (7)(C)

MRE.. (b){5), (b) (), (b} (THC)

MR. (b) (5), (b) (6), (b) (7)(C)
[

MR. ZWONITZER: [QESHOICGNOIGI®)
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(00:32:48)

MR. ZWONITZER: (b) (5), (b) (6), (b) (7)(C)

ve. romvan: i
TW0) ). 6) (1)) (b) (5), (b) (6), (b) (7)(C)

MR. FREEMAN: (b) (), (b) (6), (b) (7)(C)

MR. ZWONITZER: [QISEAICGKOIN®

sa () ). (b) (6). (6) (1)(C)

10

11

13

14

13

16

17

18

19

20

2l

22

23

24

2

MR.

NSl (>) (5), (b) (7)(C)

MR.

MR.

MR.
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(00:33:40)

JUIRE (D) (6). (b) (7)(C)gul(b) (5), (b) (), (b) (7)(C)

MR. ZWONITZER: W
MR. BDIOKOIEE (b) (5), (b) (6), (b) (7)(C)

MR. ZWONITZER:

VBl (1) (6), (b) (7)(C) (b) (5), (b) (6), (b) (7)(C)

MR. ZWONITZER:

Vil (0) (6), (b) (7)(C) (b) (5), (b) (6), (b) (7)(C)

MR. ZWONITZER: (b) (5), (b) (6), (b) (7)(C)

MR. (b) (5), (b) (6), (b) (7)(C)
.
MR. ZWONITZER: (b) (9), (b) (6), (b) (7)(C)

(b) (3), (b) (6), (b) (7)(C)&
MR. ZWONITZER: (b) (5), (b) (6), (b) (7)(C)
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(00:34:50)

MR.

MR. [

MR.

MR.

MR.

ZWONITZER:

ZWONITZER:

(b) (6). (b) (7)(C)

ZWONITZER:

(b) (5), (b) (6), (b) (M)(C)je

(b) (5), (b) (6), (b) (7)(C)E
(b) (3), (b) (6), (b) (7)(C)

(b) (5), (b) (6), (b) (7)(C)

(b) (5), (b) (6), (b) (7)(C)

(b) (3), (b) (6), (b) (7)(C)
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(00:36:29)

MR.

MR.

(b) (5), (b) (6), (b) (7)(C)

MR. ZWONITZER: (b) (5), (b) (6), (b) (7)(C)

V=Sl 0) (6), (0) (7)(C) (b) (5), (b) (6), (b) (7)(C)

?

MR. ZWONITZER: (b) (5), (b) (6), (b) (7)(C)
e
I
.
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(00:37:42)

MR. ZWONITZER: -—- (b) (5), (b) (6), (b) (7)(C)
5 !

LW C) ©). () (1)C) (b) (5), (b) (6), (b) ")(C) |

MR. ZWONITZER: (b) (5), (b) (6), (b) (7)(C)
;|

Yi=Bl(b) (6), (b) (7)(C)() (5), (b) (6), (b) (")C)|

MR. ZWONITZER: (b) (9), (b) (6), (b) (7)(C)
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(00:36:48)

MR.

ZWONITZER:

MR.

ZWONITZER:

(b) (5), (b) (6), (b) (7)(C)}
(b) (5), (b) (6), (b) (7)(C)

(b) (5), (b) (6), (b) (7)(C)

149

MR.

ZWONITZER:

(b) (5), (b) (6), (b) (7)(C)
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(00:39:51)

Uisgll b) (6), (b) (7)(C) I (b) (5), (b) (6), (b) (7)(C)

MR. ZWONITZER:

MR. ZWONITZER: (b) (5), (b) (6), (b) (7)(C)

(b) (3), (b) (6), (b) (7)(C)

MR. ZWONITZER: (b) (5), (b) (6), (b) (7)(C) :
-

MR. ZWONITZER: (b) (5), (b) (6), (b) (7)(C)

(b) (3), (b) (6), (b) (7)(C)

MR. ZWONITZER: (b) (5), (b) (6), (b) (7)(C)
[
AR,
Y -

(b) (5), (b) (6), (b) (7)(C)
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(00:40:50)

MR.

MR.

ZWONITZER:

ZWONITZER:

JUIZER (D) (6), (b) (7)(C)

MR.

ZWONITZER:

UGN (D) (6), (b) (7)(C’

MR.

IS (L) (6), (b) (7)(C)

SEW(b) (6), (b) (7)(C)

ZWONITZER:

SEW(b) (6), (b) (7)(C)

MR.

ZWONITZER:

(b) (), (b) (6), (b) (T)C)§

(b) (), (b) (6), (b) (7)(C)

(b) (), (b) (6), (b) (7)(C)

(b) (4), (b) (6), (b) (7)(C)

— HOIONOIONOIGICEN -
(b) (5), (b) (6), (b) (7)(C)

(b) (3), (b) (6), (b) (7)(C)

(b) (3). (b) (6), (b) (7)(C)}g

(b) (3), (b) (6), (b) (7)(C)
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(00:41:33)

MR. ZWONITZER: -—-NEOISNOICGHOINIE] -

SA

MR. ZWONITZER: (b) (5), (b) (B), (b) (7)(C)
[—

(6), (b) (7)(C) (b) (3), (b) (6), (b) (7)(C)

MR. ZWONITZER:

Ex(b) (6), (b) (7)(C) (b) (5), (b) (6), (b) (7)(C)

MR. ZWONITZER: (b) (5), (b) (6), (b) (7)(C) ?
(b) (5), (b) (6), (b) (7)(C)
MR. ZWONITZER: (b) (9), (b) (6), (b) (7)(C)
[
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(00:42:27)
MR. ZWONITZER: —— [DIGEDICGEDIGE -
SA .
MR. ZWONITZER: (b) (5), (b) (8), (b) (7)(C)

(b) (5), (b) (6), (b) (7)(C)

&M (b) (6), (b) (7)(C)

MR. ZWONITZER: (RSOl

s

Y1=9 5) (6), (b) (7)(C) (b) (5), (b) (6), (b) (7)(C)
I

MR. ZWONITZER: (b) (5), (b) (6), (b) (7)(C)

MR. ZWONITZER: —- (b) (5), (b) (6), (b) (7)(C)
(b) (), (b) (6), (b) (7)(C)

MR. ZWONITZER: (b) (5), (b) (B), (b) (7)(C)
- (indiscernible 00:42:56)

SA

MR. ZWONITZER:

S (b) (6), (b) (7)(C) |- (b) (5), (b) (6), (b) (7)(C)
MR. ZWONTTZER: (b) (5), (b) (6), (b) (N(C) |
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(00:43:01)

mMs. zwoNTIZER: — [DIGKOIGHOIGNES N
I

) ©). 0 () (b) (5), (b) (6), (b) (7)(C)

“J ‘

MR. ZWONITZER:
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(00:44:40)

JUI2S (b) (6), (b) (7)(C)

(b) (3), (b) (6), (b) (7)(C)

.|
MR. ZWONITZER: (b) (5), (b) (6), (b) (7)(C) [ |

MR. ZWONITZER: (b) (5), (b) (6), (b) (7)(C)




10

11

13

14

13

16

17

18

19

20

2l

23

24

2

(00:46:06)

MR.

ZWONITZER:

(b) (5), (b) (6), (b) (7)(C)

MR.

ZWONITZER:

(b) (5), (b) (6), (b) (7)(C)

MR.

ZWONITZER:




10

11

13

14

13

16

17

18

19

20

2l

22

23

24

2

(00:47:24)

157

MR. [(SERIEEIe

(b) (3), (b) (6), (b) (7)(C)

MR. ZWONITZER: (b) (5), (b) (6), (b) (7)(C)

MR.

MR.

(b) (5), (b) (6), (b) (7)(C)

MR.

MR. ZWONITZER: (b) (5), (b) (6), (b) (7)(C)
I
_
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(00:46:10)

MR. ZWONITZER:

MR.
MR. ZWONITZER:
JYIZER (D) (6), (b) (T)(C)

MR. ZWONITZER:

MR. ZWONITZER:

158

- (b) (), (b) (6), (b) (7)(C)

- IDIOQICHOIUG] I

(b) (3), (b) (6), (b) (7)(C)

(b) (), (b) (6), (b) (7)(C) [

(b) (5), (b) (6), (b) (7)(C)

(b) (5), (b) (6), (b) (7)(C) -
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(00:486:48)

MR. ZWONITZER: —- [CASNGICORIGNS .

MR. RIGERIGEE (b) (5), (b) (6), (b) (7)(C)
I I
K

MR. ZWONITZER: [(JEEINOIEIN(IIVA(®] -

(b) (3), (b) (6), (b) (7)(C) 2

MR. ZWONITZER: (b) (5), (b) (6), (b) (7)(C) :
Ni=Bl(0) (6), (b)(7)(C) (b) (5), (b) (6), (b) (7)(C) .

MR.

MR. ZWONITZER:

(b) (5), (b) (B), (b) (7}(C)

Bl (b) (6), (b) (7)(C)

On that vein, so when you were
going to -- when you were meeting with Biden at these
different places, the Naval Observatory, Chain Bridge Road,
the lake house and Rehoboth, was he ever pulling material
from like a filing cabinet or from like a folder? Like was
he prepared like that for the meetings with you?

MR. ZWONITZER: I don't remember like sitting down
and him having a stack of stuff.

Can you just kind of go over what

kind of paper material he would reference? You had
mentioned like he had diaries or journals with him.
MR. ZWONITZER: Yeah.

Do you recall him having anything

besides those at your meetings?
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(00:49:49)

MR. ZWONITZER: Well I would send to him like in
preparation for the meeting, I would send him like here's
some schedules and I even sent him like here's some, here's
some newspaper articles from, you know, a trip to X, Y, or Z
that he would -- I assume he would have read that before we
sat down.

SA [CHONOIQI® Okay.

MR. ZWONITZER: But I don't remember him having a
bunch of -- other than the diary, I don't remember him
pulling from notes.

And the reason I'm asking is

because we have seen some kind of hanging filing system and

it looks like a lot of it is prep for your book. And so I'm
wondering if you ever saw him go into a hanging file system

like that to pull stuff out?

MR. WIORWIOL® T.ike, at a desk drawer or safe.

MR. ZWONITZER: Yeah. 1 [ e o I don't remember

that.
Okay.
jUIGR(b) (6), (b) (7)(C) (b) (5), (b) (6), (b) (7)(C)
L —
I

MR. ZWONITZER: (b) (5), (b) (6), (b) (7)(C)
MR. DICKDIGE (b) (5), (b) (6), (b) (7)(C)
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(00:50:53)

MR. ZWONITZER:

b) (5), (b) (6), (b) (/)(C)
MR. ZWONITZER: (b) (5), (b) (6), (b) (7)(C)
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(00:52:15)

MR. ZWONITZER: (b) (9), (b) (8), (b) (7)(C)

MR. ZWONITZER:

MR. ZWONITZER: (b) (5), (b) (6), (b) (7)(C)

(D) (5), (b) (6), (b) (7)(C), (b) (7)(E), (b) (7)(F)




10

11

13

14

13

16

17

18

19

20

2l

23

24

2

(00:54:01)

MR.

MR.

ZWONITZER:

ZWONITZER:

(b) (3), (b) (B), (b) (7)(C), (b) (7)(E), (b) (7)(F)

(b) (5), (b) (6), (b) (7)(C)

MR.

MR.

ZWONITZER:

(b) (5), (b) (6), (b) (7)(C) il

MR.

MR.

ZWONITZER:

ZWONITZER:

OIGIOIGIOIGGN

(b) (5), (b) (6), (b) (7)(C)

163

)
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(00:54:5¢6)

MR. ZWONITZER:

(b) (3), (b) (B), (b) (7)(C), (b) (7)(E), (b) (7)(F)

MR. FREEMAN:

(b) (5), (b) (6), (b) (7)(C)

164

sa (b) (3), (b) (6), (b) (7)(C)

(b) (5), (b) (6), (b) (7)(C)

visiting him in Wilmington did you ever go in the garage?

Corvette.

MR. ZWONITZER:

SA

MR. ZWONITZER:

I think one time he showed me his

Okay.

(b) (), (b) (6), (b) (7)(C), (b) (7)(E), (b) (7

MR. ZWONITZER:

A1l I remember is that the --

)(F)
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(00Dz56227T)
MR. ZWONITZER: -- Corvette was 1nside.

(b) (5), (b) (6), (b) (7)(C)

SA

MR. ZWONITZER: (b) (5), (b) (B), (b) (7)(C)

1N (b) (6), (b) (7)(C)JM(P) (5), (b) (6), (b) (7)(C), (b) (7)(E), (b) (7)(F)

MR. zwoNITZER: [(OECNEICROIUGGROINOROIUD

SN (b) (6), (b) (7)(C) (b) (5), (b) (6), (b) (7)(C)

MR. ZWONITZER: (b) (5), (b) (6), (b) (7)(C)
I
. |
[

(b) (), (b) (6), (b) (7)(C)

MR. ZWONITZER: | (b) (9), (b) (6), (b) (7)(C)
S1W(b) (6), (b) (7)(C)u (b) (5), (b) (6), (b) (7)(C)
MR. ZWONITZER: I remember seeing the car. I

don't remember seeing anything else.
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(0037 :23)

MR. zwoNITZER: [DESEOQIGROIGE)

MR. ZWONITZER: (b) (5), (b) (6), (b) (7)(C)

LY (b) (6), (b) (7)(C)A(b) (9), (b) (6), (b) (7)(C), (b) (7)(E), (b) (7)(F

2

EENEALSUERR A (D) (5), (D) (6), (b) (7)(C), (B) (T)(E), (b) (7)(F)

SN b) (6), (b) (7)C)M (b) (5), (b) (6), (b) (M) |
[
MR. ZWONITZER: (b) (5), (b) (6), (b) (7)(C)

[—

SA (b) (6} (b} (7}(0) {b) (5), (b} (B}, (b} (T)C)|

MR. ZWONITZER: (b) (5), (b) (6), (b) (7)(C)
T

XM (b) (6), (b) (7)(C)M(b) (5), (b) (6), (b) (7)(C), (b) (7)(E), (b) (7)(F)
|

MR. ZWONITZER: [CICIMINCINIEOIROIRISINIRNNS
===

(b) (5), (b) (6), (b) (7)(C)
-
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(00:59:08)

Mr. zwoNITZER: [HEOIGHOICHOIGCON I

[

MR. ZWONITZER:

SA (b) (5), (b) (6), (b) (7)(C)
[
(e

MR. ZWONITZER: (b) (9), (b) (6), (b) (7)(C)

SEW(b) (6), (b) (7)(C)

MR. ZWONITZER: (b) (9), (b) (8), (b) (7)(C)

MR. ZWONITZER:

&EW(b) (6), (b) (7)(C)

MR. ZWONITZER: (b) (5), (b) (6), (b) (7)(C)

(b) (5), (b) (6), (b) (7)(C)




10

11

13

14

13

16

17

18

19

20

2l

22

23

24

2

(01:00:07)

MR.

ZWONITZER:

(b) (5), (b) (6), (b) (7)(C)

MR.

ZWONITZER:

MR. [SEE

MR.

ZWONITZER:

MR.
| MR. ZWONITZER:
[
29 (b) (6), (b) (7)(C)
|
MR. ZWONITZER:

(b) (5), (b) (6). (b) (7)(C)

168

(b) (5), (b) (6), (b) (7)(C) I

(b) (3), (b) (6), (b) (7)(C)

(b) (5), (b) (6), (b) (7)(C)

(b) (), (b) (6), (b) (7)(C)

(b} {5). b} (6). (b) (THC)
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(01=00:2371)

19 (b) (6), (b) (7)(C)

MR. ZWONITZER:

169

(b) (3), (b) (6), (b) (7)(C), (b) (7)(E), (b) (7)(F)

SA (b) (3), (b) (6), (b) (7)(C)

MR. ZWONITZER:

&M (b) (6), (b) (7)(C)

MR. ZWONITZER:

SXW(b) (6), (b) (7)(C)

MR. ZWONITZER:

SIM(b) (6), (b) (7)(C)

MR. ZWONITZER:

[
SN b) (6), (b) (7)(C)

(b) (3), (b) (6), (b) (7)(C)

(b) (), (b) (6), (b) (7)(C)

b) (5), (b) (6), (b) (7)(C)
(b) (9), (b) (6). (b) (7)(C)

(b) (5), (b) (6), (b) (7)(C)

b) (5). (b) (6), (b) (7)(C)
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(01022 31)

SA (b) (3), (b) (6), (b) (7)(C)

MR. zZWONITZER: [GNGNOICRCOINOROIN ORIV

I
i
MR. ZWONITZER: (b) (5), (b) (6), (b) (7)(C)

S (b) (6), (b) (7)(C)

MR. ZWONITZER: (b) (5), (b) (6), (b) (7)(C) B
T —

(b) (3), (b) (6), (b) (7)(C)

MR. ZWONITZER: (b) (5), (b) (6), (b) (7)(C) ]

MR.

MR. ZWONITZER: (b) (5), (b) (6), (b) (7)(C) .

b) (6), (b) (7)(C) (b) (5), (b) (6), (b) (7)(C)
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(01:03:26)
SA (b) (5), (b) (6), (b) (7)(C)
.

MR. ZWONITZER: [ECINOICININTA (NI (SN(INTAS!

) ©). o) (1) CM®) (). (b) ©6). (b) (7)C). (b) (7)E), (b) (7)(F)

MR. ZWONITZER: (b) (5), (b) (6), (b) (7)(C)

MR. ZWONITZER: (b) (9), (b) (6), (b) (7)(C)
I

1M (b) (6), (b) (7)(C)

MR. ZWONITZER: (b) (5), (b) (6), (b) (7)(C)
[———

&EW(b) (6), (b) (7)(C)

V=9l ) (6), (b) (1)(C) (b) (5), (b) (6), (b) (7)(C)

:¥(b) (6), (b) (7)(C)l"" """
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(01:04:32)

JIZE (D) (6), (D) (7)(C)

(b) (3), (b) (6), (b) (7)(C)

SEN(b) (6), (b) (7)(C)

I (D) (6), (b) (7)(C)

(b) (3), (b) (6), (b) (7)(C)

—

MR. ZWONITZER: (b) (5), (b) (6), (b) (7)(C)
.
[

JUIZE (D) (6), (D) (T)(C)

MR. ZWONITZER: (b) (5), (b) (8), (b) (7)(C)

I (indiscernible 01:04:59)
(b) (5), (b) (6), (b) (7)(C)

i) (50, (B} (B} (B} (7]

MR. [GECNEIS®

MR. ZWONITZER: (b) (5), (b) (6), (b) (7)(C)

MR . DIGEOIUE

(b) (5), (b) (6), (b) (7)(C)

MR. ZWONITZER:

(b) (3), (b) (6). (b) (7)(C)

MR. ZWONITZER: (b) (5), (b) (6), (b) (7)(C)
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(0 1i05:248)

MR.

(D) (6), (b) (7T)(C)

. ZWONITZER:

Ml (b) (6), (b) (T)(C)

. ZWONITZER:

ZWONITZER:

(b) (5), (b) (6), (b) (7)(C)
(b) (3), (b) (6), (b) (7)(C) -
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(01:06:28)

JUI2S (b) (6), (b) (7)(C)

MR. ZWONITZER: (b) (5), (b) (6), (b) (7)(C)

(b) (5), (b) (6), (b) (7)(C)
_

MR. ZWONITZER: (b) (5), (b) (6), (b) (7)(C)

B HOIONCOICONCOIWS)
MR. ZWONITZER: (b) (5), (b) (6), (b) (7)(C) .
MR . DIGECIGIS (b) (5), (b) (6), (b) (7)(C)

174

[
MR. ZWONITZER:
MR. (b) (), (b) (6), (b) (7)(C)
MR. ZWONITZER: (b) (5), (b) (6), (b) (7)(C)
e
, (b) (7)(C)

(b) (5), (b) (6), (b) (7

IS (D) (6), () (T)(C)

I ©

MR. ZWONITZER: [WESEOICNGIGI® .

U (D) (6), (b) (7)(C)

MR. ZWONITZER: [EISHOIGHEOINIES]-

jUIGR(b) (6), (b) (7)(C)

MR. ZWONITZER:
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(010 722.3)

(b) (3), (b) (6), (b) (7)(C)

MR. ZWONITZER: (b) (5), (b) (6), (b) (7)(C)
O
e

JUIGRN (D) (6), (b) (7)(C)

MR. ZWONITZER: (b) (5), (b) (6), (b) (7)(C)

I

|

I —
(b) (3), (b) (6), (b) (7)(C)

ISR (D) (6), () (7)(C)

MR. ZWONITZER: BISICICACIUS)

IS (D) (6), (D) (T)(C)

MR. ZWONITZER: (b) (5), (b) (6), (b) (7)(C)

MR. DIGERIUE (b) (9), (b) (6), (b) (7)(C)

MR. ZWONITZER: (b) (5), (b) (6), (b) (7)(C)
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(01:08:24)

MR. ZWONITZER: (b) (9), (b) (8), (b) (7)(C)
.
I

YIZB(0) (6). () (7)(C ™™ ™™™

MR. ZWONITZER: (b) (5), (b) (6), (b) (7)(C)

MR ZWONITZER : (&) (5). &) (6). (B} (TNC)

12BN (D) (6), (D) (7)(C)

MR. ZWONITZER: (b) (5), (b) (6), (b) (7)(C)

MR. ZWONITZER: (b) (5), (b} (B), (b) (T}(C)

G ©).0) 740 (b) (5), (b) (6), (b) (7)(C)
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(01lzD8: 177)

MR. ZWONITZER:

IS (D) (6), () (T)(C)

MR. ZWONITZER:

IS (D) (6), (D) (T)(C)

MR. ZWONITZER:

MR. ZWONITZER:

MR. ZWONITZER:

I (D) (6), (b) (7)(C)

(b) (5), (b) (6), (b) (7)(C) i

(b) (5), (b) (6), (b) (7)(C)

(b) (3), (b) (6), (b) (7)(C) N

(b) (), (b) (6), (b) (7)(C)
(b) (), (b) (6), (b) (7)(C)

MR. ZWONITZER:

Bl (b) (6), (b) (7)(C)

LA

(b) (5), (b) (6), (b) (7)(C)
—_-.--——————
B
I

(b) (5), (b) (6), (b) (7)(C)
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(01:10:00)

- (b) (), (b) (6), (b) (7)(C)

(b) (5), (b) (6), (b) (7)(C)

MR. ZWONITZER: (b) (5), (b) (6), (b) (7)(C)

12 (D) (6), (D) (7)(C)

MR. ZWONITZER: (b) (5), (b) (6), (b) (7)(C)

IS (D) (6), (D) (T)(C)

MR. ZWONITZER: (b) (5), (b) (6), (b) (7)(C)
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(0Ll 0z37)
S M(b) (6), (b) (7)(C) (b) (5), (b) (6), (b) (7)(C)
[
[

MR. ZWONITZER: | (b) (3), (b) (6), (b) (7)(C)

sA [IGHOIUI®) B 2nd did that event have any

kind of impact on your thinking about these events that
we've discussed today? Like, did it make you think, like,
oh well Biden referenced classified documents during our
meetings with him?

MR. ZWONITZER: I don't remember thinking that,
just because I don't remember remembering that —-

SA QECONGOEN® Yeah.

MR. ZWONITZER: -- from six years ago.

SA QECONOIN® Okay.

MR. ZWONITZER: I mean, it may sound odd, but it
just wasn't in my, like -- what I was thinking immediately
with Biden was the personal stuff and everything else is

sort of a fog.
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(01z12:31)
sh [QEQROIWI® Okay.
I el Yo LBy, i O,

went through your material that, you know, was years old.

Was it only —— I guess I'm trying to figure out, at what
point did you come across or remember that references to
classified material?

MR. ZWONITZER: It would have been after the

(B

B bccause I —- as I said, with the, with the audio

files, I didn't listen to anything again. I simply slid
everything into the trash. And I didn't go back, I don't

think. T can't, I can't remember going back before I [Jjj

(b)3), (b)(5), (b)), (B)7NC)

OIORCIWI®S Okay.
MR. ZWONITZER: I don't remember doing that.

(b)(3), (b)(3), (b)(6), (b)(7)(C)

(b) (5), (b) (6), (b) (7)(C)

OIGIOIGIOINGNE I
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(01132 39)

Y-Sl 0) (6). (o) (7)(C ) b)"(5) "(b) (6), (b) (7)(C)k

(b) (3), (b) (6), (b) (7)(C)

CEEEE

MR. FREEMAN:

SA [QIGHOIW®) The time is 12:59.

(BEnd er 4307731 0075):

181
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(Start of 230731 0076.)

sA QIGNOIN@E 1t is 1:05 p.m., we're back on
record.

MR. GICHBIW® So I think before the break I asked

you a question about (b) (5), (b) (6), (b) (7)(C) :

MR. ZWONITZER: W.

Y8l (o) (6). (o) (7)C/i(b) (5), (b) (6), (b) (7)(C)P

MR. ZWONITZER: (b)(3), (b)(3), (b)(6), (b)(7)(C)

MR.

MR.

MR.

(b) (5), (b) (6), (b) (7)(C)
B B o anything else, guys? Appreciate

your time. Is there other things —- is there something we

missed today? Either I didn't specifically ask. or that

you're —— that's on mind that I -- you have a sense of —-
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(00:01:22)

MR. [(QEOHEIGL® -- what we're interested in that

you can think of?

MR. ZWONITZER: I do -- I mean, I would like to
just say that, you know, in my experience, long experience
with him, that President Biden has always been, in my
understanding, very careful about the, you know, sensitive
information that he carries around partly in his head every
day.

MR. [OQEONOIGN(® Ycah.

MR. ZWONITZER: And that was always great, sense
of him having read it.

O]{ay . Appre cilate that. {b) (5). (b} (8), (b) (T)(C)

MR. ZWONITZER:

HC) ©) ) (1)C) (b) (5), (b) (6), (b) (7)(C)
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(00:02:30)

184

. ZWONITZER:

(b) (), (b) (6), (b) (7)(C)
(b) (5), (b) (6), (b) (7)(C)

ZWONITZER:

(b) (3), (b) (6), (b) (7)(C)

(b) (3), (b) (6), (b) (7)(C)

(b) (5), (b) (6), (b) (7)(C)

The time is 1:08 and --
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(00:03:22)

SA

(b) (8), (b) (7)(C)

(End of 230731 0076.)

185

—-— this concludes the interview.
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LIOIOROIV(@®M, cecrtify that the foregoing is
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related to, nor employed by any of the parties to the action
in which this recording was taken, and further that I am not
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action.
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