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appears to be based on the comceptual motion that the wheole

cannot emter inte a contract with a part, the Cosmomwealth
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entities. MgCulloch v. s & Wheat. 316, 422. Move~

over, Puerto Rico was Wﬁunw
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United States and Puerto Rico is amalogous to that between
a State and a mumicipal corporation thereof, or betweem a
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thereafter adopted, and the act of July 3, 1952 (66 Stat,
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Congress has the power to "meke all needful Rules and
longing to the United States.” _ '
be wnlimited,

general ,
%&, 14 Pet. 52‘. 337; Mormon
8. 1, 423 v. Bid

The argument has made Congress
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not agree to relinquish those powers, for to do so would
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| Or% # # The prineiple asserted is, that ome
) lagislature is competent to repeal emy act which
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canmot undo it. mmmh by
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mh Bidwell, 182 uv.8. 244, 261.



The repeal of an act granting statehood or independence
: Mnﬂct&mﬁﬂmmmm
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is not incomsistent with the view that Congress may take
other irreversible steps om the road of a Territory toward
statehood, independence, or some intermediate or novel
status.

In 1914, Mr. (mow Mr. Justice) Frankfurter submitted
& memorandum to the Secretary of Var in which he concluded:
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olely a problem of statecas nshio. s
7', Mistocy suggests a preat diversity of
ationshipn Jct' aen A central rovewreent ot
endent terkitory., The presenc day chaua a
Gix varlety in nctl ) Oparation. One of the
;“raat Conzids upon: inventive statezrisnchip is to
elp dvolve wow kinds of 1°]r“-on~hip co €& to
b L e e Hu)iﬂQ;LLO péventeyzs of lesal saliiviovernsant,
i ~Swidth thoce' of a coniederated uaion., Luckily, -
i ~our Constitutlon has leit this field of inventica
s ,ﬁ’oV~1.5 Tha decicions in the Inculsr cascs noan 4
vithis, 1f they wean anytainu, that there is aothing
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. L7 o dn the Constitutioa to hamper the responsibility 4
W " of Géngress in wvorking out, step by step, forms ’
-+ of government for our Insulaxy posecssicas re
. : gponsive Lo the largest nceda and capazities of
: o v:hﬁif‘!nhab¥ra1ta rud ascertainegd by the bes
{f’o.n of Coagraess,
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o 3.0 fbcru,orc concluded that the Constitutica docs
_Gnor Jnfloxiblj determing the ~uc;dbnts of torriktorial status,”
d,es, that Congress musat necescarily have the unlimited ond
- plenzyy pover to legislate over it. Rather, Ccuziresa can
- ‘gradually welinqui-h thoge powers and give what was cace a
Territory an evor—anreasin maasuire of selli-govewraant,
Suchi legislation could create vested nfghis. of a political
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