IN THE UNITED STATES DISTRICT COURT
FOR THE DISTRICT OF COLUMBIA
UNITED STATES OF AMERICA
v.
LISA MARIE EISENHART,
ERIC GAVELEK MUNCHEL,
Defendants.
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Case Nos:
VIOLATIONS:
18 U.S.C. § 371
(Conspiracy)
18 U.S.C. § 231(a)(3)
(Civil Disorders)
18 U.S.C. § 1752(a)
(Restricted Building or Grounds)
40 U.S.C. § 5104(e)(2)
(Violent Entry or Disorderly Conduct)

AFFIDAVIT IN SUPPORT OF CRIMINAL COMPLAINT
AND ARREST WARRANT
I,

, being first duly sworn, hereby depose and state as follows:
PURPOSE OF AFFIDAVIT

1.

This Affidavit is submitted in support of a Criminal Complaint charging ERIC

GAVELEK MUNCHEL (“MUNCHEL”) 1 and LISA MARIE EISENHART (“EISENHART”) with
violations of 18 U.S.C. §§ 2, 231, 371, 1752(a), and 40 U.S.C. § 5104(e).
2.

I respectfully submit that this Affidavit establishes probable cause to believe that

MUNCHEL and EISENHART: (1) knowingly and willfully entered into a conspiracy to violate 18
U.S.C. §§ 231(a)(3), 1752(a) and 40 U.S.C. § 5104(e), in violation of 18 U.S.C. § 371; (2) did
attempt to commit any act to obstruct, impede, or interfere with any Law-enforcement officer
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On January 10, 2021, this Court approved a complaint and arrest warrant for MUNCHEL arising out of the same
incident. See Case No. 21-mj-29. The complaint and supporting application filed in this case is intended to supersede
that complaint, which the Government will dismiss at the initial hearing.
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lawfully engaged in the lawful performance of his official duties incident to and during the
commission of a civil disorder which in any way or degree obstructs, delays, or adversely affects
the conduct or performance of any federally protected function; (3) did enter or remain in any
restricted building or grounds without lawful authority, or did knowingly, and with intent to impede
or disrupt the orderly conduct of Government business or official functions, engage in disorderly
or disruptive conduct, in violation of 18 U.S.C. § 1752(a); (4) did willfully and knowingly engage
in disorderly or disruptive conduct, at any place in the Grounds or in any of the Capitol Buildings
with the intent to impede, disrupt, or disturb the orderly conduct of a session of Congress or either
House of Congress, or the orderly conduct in that building of any deliberations of either House of
Congress, in violation of 18 U.S.C. § 5104(e)(2); and (5) did were aiding and abetting the
commission of these offenses against the United States, in violation of 18 U.S.C. § 2.
3.

Specifically, on or about January 6, 2021, EISENHART and her son, Eric

MUNCHEL, traveled to Washington, D.C., and agreed to enter the U.S. Capitol, without lawful
authority, at the time when a joint session of Congress was certifying the November 2020
presidential election. As the Congress was engaged in the official business of certifying the
electoral college vote, EISENHART and MUNCHEL knowingly and willfully joined a mob of
individuals to forcibly enter the U.S. Capitol with the intent to cause a civil disturbance designed
to impede, disrupt, and disturb the orderly conduct of business by the United States House of
Representatives and the United States Senate.
BACKGROUND OF AFFIANT
4.

I have been a Special Agent with the Federal Bureau of Investigation (“FBI”) since

2015. I am currently assigned to a squad that investigates criminal enterprises and violent gangs
for the Washington Field Office. I have training and experience in the areas of violent crimes,
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gang-related criminal activity, interview and interrogation, evidence recovery, source recruitment,
and digital forensics. I also have testified in federal court on cases involving violent gangs where
defendants were charged with violent crimes in aid of racketeering.
5.

Unless otherwise stated, the information in this Affidavit is either personally known

to me, has been provided to me by other individuals, or is based on a review of various documents,
records, and reports. Because this Affidavit is submitted for the limited purpose of establishing
probable cause to support an application for an arrest warrant, it does not contain every fact known
by me or the United States. The dates listed in this Affidavit should be read as “on or about” dates.
STATEMENT OF FACTS SUPPORTING PROBABLE CAUSE
6.

The U.S. Capitol is secured 24 hours a day by U.S. Capitol Police. Restrictions

around the U.S. Capitol include permanent and temporary security barriers and posts manned by
U.S. Capitol Police. Only authorized people with appropriate identification are allowed access
inside the U.S. Capitol. On January 6, 2021, the exterior plaza of the U.S. Capitol was also closed
to members of the public.
7.

On January 6, 2021, a joint session of the United States Congress convened at the

United States Capitol, which is located at First Street, SE, in Washington, D.C. During the joint
session, elected members of the United States House of Representatives and the United States
Senate were meeting in separate chambers of the United States Capitol to certify the vote count of
the Electoral College of the 2020 Presidential Election, which had taken place on November 3,
2020. The joint session began at approximately 1:00 p.m. Vice President Mike Pence was present
and presiding in the Senate Chamber.
8.

With the joint session underway and with Vice President Mike Pence presiding, a

large crowd gathered outside the U.S. Capitol. Temporary and permanent barricades surround the
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exterior of the U.S. Capitol building, and U.S. Capitol Police were present and attempting to keep
the crowd away from the Capitol building and the proceedings underway inside. At approximately
2:00 p.m., certain individuals in the crowd forced their way through, up, and over the barricades
and officers of the U.S. Capitol Police, and the crowd advanced to the exterior façade of the
building. At such time, the joint session was still underway and the exterior doors and windows of
the U.S. Capitol were locked or otherwise secured. Members of the U.S. Capitol Police attempted
to maintain order and keep the crowd from entering the Capitol; however, shortly after 2:00 p.m.,
individuals in the crowd forced entry into the U.S. Capitol, including by breaking windows. Shortly
thereafter, at approximately 2:20 p.m. members of the United States House of Representatives and
United States Senate, including the President of the Senate, Vice President Mike Pence, were
instructed to—and did—evacuate the chambers. Accordingly, the joint session of the United States
Congress was effectively suspended until shortly after 8:00 p.m. Vice President Pence remained in
the United States Capitol from the time he was evacuated from the Senate Chamber until the
sessions resumed.
9.

On January 6, 2021, there was national news coverage of the certification process.

That coverage, and what appears to be video footage captured on cell phones from people at or near
the U.S. Capitol, depicts persons engaging in criminal conduct by, among other actions, being inside
the U.S. Capitol building without authority.
10.

Photographs and videos of several of these persons were disseminated via social

media and other open source online platforms. Those persons included a distinctly dressed person
inside of the Senate chambers wearing dark fatigues that Law-enforcement authorities have
identified to be Eric Gavelek MUNCHEL (“MUNCHEL”).
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MUNCHEL inside of the Senate chambers. This included the distinctive black in color Black Rifle
Coffee Company hat with American flag and rifle logo, black boots, black camouflaged pants and
shirt, and black tactical vest with patches to one of a Punisher logo. Also found inside of
MUNCHEL’s home were five pairs of white flex cuffs.
13.

Also on January 10, 2021, a criminal complaint was filed in the United States

District Court for the District of Columbia for MUNCHEL’s arrest on offenses committed during
the siege on the U.S. Capitol. Law-enforcement authorities attempted to execute the arrest warrant
at the same time that the search warrant was executed. Later that day, Law-enforcement made
contact with MUNCHEL, who ultimately surrendered himself and was taken into custody.
14.

Subpoenaed records from the Grand Hyatt Hotel in Washington, D.C., establish that

EISENHART rented a hotel room on January 4, 2021, and checked out from the room on January
7, 2021. She provided a Georgia driver’s license under the name of LISA EISENHART as proof
of identification to rent the room.
15.

Video surveillance from the Grand Hyatt Hotel establishes that EISENHART and

MUNCHEL were together at the Grand Hyatt and present in the District of Columbia on January
6, 2021, the day of the Capitol siege. The photograph below depicts the pair leaving the hotel at
approximately 12:37 p.m., shortly before the joint session of Congress began and a little over an
hour after before Capitol barricades were breached. It further shows MUNCHEL wearing clothing
that appears the same as the clothing that he wore when he entered the Senate chamber later that
afternoon. EISENHART is wearing what appears to be a plaid shirt, tactical vest, jeans, and glasses.
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