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UNITED STATES OF AMERICA

FILED BY. BM D.C.

VS§.
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ANGELA E. NOBLE
CLERK U.S. DIST. CT.
S. 0. OF FLA. - MIAMI

ALEX NAIN SAAB MORAN,

Defendants.

INDICTMENT

The Grand Jury charges that:
Introduction

Beginning at least as early as in and around October 2015, and continuing through the date

of the return of this lndictment,_ ALEX NAIN SAAB
voraN, I
_ planned and executed an elaborate scheme to enrich themselves and

their associates, including individuals in the Miami area, by corrupting a Venezuelan public
welfare program known as Comité Local de Abastecimiento y Produccion (CLAP). The
conspirators paid bribes to Venezuelan public officials and were awarded lucrative CLAP
contracts by the Venezuelan government to import food under false pretenses, including from
Colombia and Mexico. Rather than deliver in full on the contracts, the conspirators used fake

companies, false invoices, false shipping records, other fraudulent documents, and bribes and



kickbacks to skim hundreds of millions of dollars for themselves that were supposed to be used
for the purchase of food for needy Venezuelans. Some of the conspirators’ illegal proceeds were
spent or concealed from authorities through transfers of the illicit funds to and through bank
accounts in the United States.

As the conspiracy progressed through in and around 2019, and continuing through the date
of this return of this Indictment, U.S. economic sanctions crippled Venezuelan exports, especially
oil, and the government of Venezuela struggled to pay its foreign debts, including to the foreign
companies that were supplying food to the conspirators as part of the CLAP program. In response,
the conspirators used their direct access and corrupt influence with Venezuelan government
officials to access and sell billions of dollars of oil owned by Venezuelan state-owned Petroleos
de Venezuela, S.A. (PDVSA) under false pretenses. Proceeds of these illegal sales were transferred
to and through bank accounts in the United States to further promote the illegal CLAP scheme.

Conspiracy to Launder Monetary Instruments
(18 U.S.C. § 1956(h))

Beginning at least as early as in and around October 2015, and continuing through the date
of the return of this Indictment, in Miami-Dade, Palm Beach, and Broward Counties, within the

Southern District of Florida, and elsewhere, the defendants,

ALEX NAIN SAAB MORAN,

did knowingly and voluntarily combine, conspire, confederate, and agree with each other and with
other persons, known and unknown to the Grand Jury, to commit certain offenses under Title 18,

United States Code, Sections 1956 and 1957, that is:



a.

to conduct a financial transaction affecting interstate and foreign commerce, which
financial transaction involved the proceeds of any specified unlawful activity, knowing that
the property involved in the financial transaction represented proceeds of some form of
unlawful activity, and knowing that the transaction was designed in whole and in part to
conceal and disguise the nature, location, source, ownership, and control of the proceeds
of the specified unlawful activity, in violation of Title 18, United States Code, Section
1956(2)(1)(B)(1);

to transport, transmit, and transfer a monetary instrument and funds from a place in the
United States to and through a place outside the United States and to a place in the United
States from and through a place outside the United States, with the intent to promote the
carrying on of specified unlawful activity, in violation of Title 18, United States Code,
Section 1956(a)(2)(A); and

to knowingly engage in a monetary transaction affecting interstate and foreign commerce,
by, through, and to a financial institution in criminally derived property of a value greater
than $10,000, such property having been derived from specified unlawful activity, and
knowing that the property involved in the financial transaction represented the proceeds of
some form of unlawful activity, in violation of Title 18, United States Code, Section 1957.

It is further alleged that the specified unlawful activity is: (i) wire fraud, in violation of

Title 18, United States Code, Section 1343; and (ii) an offense against a foreign nation, specifically
Venezuela, involving bribery of a public official, and the misappropriation, theft, and
embezzlement of public funds by and for the benefit of a public official, as defined in 18 U.S.C. §

1956(c)(7)(B)(iv).

All in violation of Title 18, United States Code, Section 1956(h).



FORFEITURE ALLEGATIONS

1. The allegations of this Indictment are hereby re-alleged and by this reference fully

incorporated herein for the purpose of alleging forfeiture to the United States of America of certain

property in which any of the defendants, _ ALEX NAIN
saaB MoRAN, I
T e —

2. Upon conviction of a violation, or a conspiracy to violate Title 18, United States
Code, Sections 1956 or 1957, as alleged in this Indictment, the defendants shall forfeit to the
United States any property, real or personal, involved in such offense, and any property traceable
to such property, pursuant to Title 18, United States Code, Section 982(a)(1).

3. The United States hereby gives notice that it intends to seek forfeiture of specific
property and/or a forfeiture money judgment against the defendants, pursuant to Rule 32.2 of the
Federal Rules of Criminal Procedure.

4, If any of the property subject to forfeiture, as a result of any act or omission of the
defendants:

(a) cannot be located upon the exercise of due diligence;
(b) has been transferred or sold to, or deposited with, a third person;
(c) has been placed beyond the jurisdiction of the Court;
(d) has been substantially diminished in value; or
(e) has been commingled with other property which cannot be subdivided
without difficulty;
the United States shall be entitled to forfeiture of substitute property under the provisions of Title

21, United States Code, Section 853(p).



All pursuant to Title 18, United States Code, Section 982(a)(1), and the procedures set forth
in Title 21, United States Code, Section 853, as incorporated by Title 18, United States Code,

Section 982(b)(1).
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