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IN THE UNITED STATES DISTRICT COURT 

FOR THE DISTRICT OF NEBRASKA 

UNITED STATES OF AMERICA, ) 
) 

Plaintiff, ) Case No.: 8:20CV69 (RFR/SMB) 
) 

V. ) CONSENT ORDER 

) 
) 

VILLAGE OF WALTHILL, ) 

NEBRASKA, ) 
) 

Defendant. 

I. Introduction 

1. The United States brought this action to enforce the Religious Land Use and 

Institutionalized Persons Act of 2000 ("RLUIPA"), 42 U.S.C. §§ 2000cc et seq. 

2. In its complaint, the United States alleged that the Village of Walthill, Nebraska 

("Walthill" or "the Village") violated RLUIPA by denying the application of Light of the World 

Gospel Ministries, Inc., a non-denominational, multi-ethnic Christian church ("Light of the 

World" or "the Church"), for a special use permit to construct a new house of worship on 

prope1iies the Church owns in the C-1 commercial district of the Village, in addition to the 

existing church facility it has been operating in the C-1 district at 212 Main Street since 2009. 

3. Specifically, the United States alleged that the actions of the Village violated 

Section 2(a) ofRLUIPA by imposing a substantial burden on Light of the World's religious 

exercise that did not further a compelling governmental interest pursued by the least restrictive 

means, 42 U.S.C. § 2000cc(a)(l), and violated Section 2(b) ofRLUIPA (the "equal terms" 

provision) by imposing requirements on Light of the World in the Village's commercial 

districts that it did not impose on comparable nonreligious assemblies and institutions. 42 

U.S.C. § 2000cc(b)(l). 
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of the World in Case No. 8: 18-cv-312 to permit Light of the World to construct a multi-use 

building including a church subject to the conditions in that agreement, as required by Section 

III.A; (b) provided notice to the public and applicants regarding RLUIPA as required by 

Section III.B; (c) undertaken training as required by Section III.C; and (d) adhered to the 

record-keeping, reporting, and inspection requirements set fo1ih in this Section and Section III 

(D-E). 

33. If the Village has reached full, effective, and lasting compliance for at least one 

year with a part of the Order, the Village or the Parties jointly may agree to move the Court to 

terminate that part of the Order if it is sufficiently severable from the other requirements of 

the Order. In determining whether there is full, effective, and lasting compliance with a part 

of the Order, all of the requirements of the Order may be assessed collectively to determine 

whether the intended outcome of the part has been achieved. 

VII. Integration 

34. This Order contains the entire agreement between the Parties. No agreements or 

negotiations, oral or otherwise, between the Parties that are not included herein shall be of any 

force or effect. 

IT IS SO ORDERED this day of , 2021. 

25th day of February, 2022. 

____________________________ 
HON. BRIAN C. BUESCHER 
UNITED STATES DISTRICT JUDGE 
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