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CAROLINE D. CIRAOLO 
Principal Deputy Assistant Attorney General 

RICK WATSON 
Trial Attorney, Tax Division 
U.S. Department of Justice 
P.O. Box 683, Ben Franklin Station 
Washington, D.C. 20044-0683 
Rickey.watson@usdoj.gov 
Telephone: (202) 353-0300 
Fax: (202) 307-0054 

Of Counsel 
MICHAEL COTTER 
United States Attorney 
District of Montana 
Attorneys for the United States of America 

IN THE UNITED STATES DISTRICT COURT 

FOR THE DISTRICT OF MONTANA 


BUTTE DIVISION 


IN THE MATTER OF THE TAX 
LIABILITIES OF: 

JOHN DOES, United States taxpayers 
who, at any time during the years ended 
December 31, 2005, through December 
31, 2016, held, or had authority to use, a 
Sovereign Gold Card issued by, 
through, or at the direction of, 
Sovereign Management & Legal, Ltd., 
its predecessors, subsidiaries, and 
affiliates (collectively, “SML”)

 CV 

UNITED STATES’ EX PARTE 
PETITION FOR LEAVE TO SERVE 

“JOHN DOE” SUMMONS 

The United States of America avers as follows: 
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1. 	This ex parte proceeding is commenced pursuant to Section 7402(a), 7609(f) 

and 7609(h) of the Internal Revenue Code (26 U.S.C.), for leave to serve an 

Internal Revenue Service “John Doe” summons on Michael Behr. 

2. 	 Michael Behr is a resident of Bozeman, Montana, within the jurisdiction of 

this Court. 

3. 	 As explained in the attached Declaration of Revenue Agent Randy Hooczko, 

a Senior Revenue Agent in the Internal Revenue Service’s (“IRS”) Offshore 

Compliance Initiative and Offshore Private Banking Initiative, the IRS has 

launched a compliance initiative to investigate United States taxpayers who 

directly or indirectly hold or held interests in, or have signature or other 

authority over, undisclosed financial accounts at Sovereign Management & 

Legal, Ltd. (“SML”), to include (but not limited to) a credit/debit card 

known as a Sovereign Gold Card. 

4. 	 In furtherance of this investigation, the IRS, once service of the summons is 

authorized by the Court, will issue under the authority of Section 7602 of the 

Internal Revenue Code, an administrative “John Doe” summons to Michael 

Behr. A copy of the summons is attached as Exhibit A to this petition. 

5. 	 The “John Doe” summons relates to the investigation of an ascertainable 

group or class of persons, that is, United States taxpayers who, at any time 

during the years ended December 31, 2005, through December 31, 2016, 
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held, or had authority to use, a Sovereign Gold Card issued by, through, or at 

the direction of, SML. 

6. 	 There is a reasonable basis for believing that such group or class of persons 

may fail, or may have failed, to comply with one or more provisions of the 

internal revenue laws. 

7. 	 The information sought to be obtained from the examination of the records 

or testimony (and the identity of the persons with respect to whose tax 

liabilities the summons has been issued) is not readily available from other 

sources. 

8. 	 In support of this Petition, the United States submits the Declaration of 

Randy Hooczko, Exhibits attached thereto; and a supporting Memorandum. 

Respectfully submitted this 11th day of January, 2017. 

Respectfully submitted, 

CAROLINE D. CIRAOLO 
Principal Deputy Assistant Attorney General

 By: /s/Rick Watson 
RICK WATSON

 Trial Attorney, Tax Division 
U.S. Department of Justice 

MICHAEL COTTER
 United States Attorney 

District of Montana 
Of Counsel 

Attorneys for United States of America 
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CAROLINE D. CIRAOLO 
Principal Deputy Assistant Attorney General 

RICK WATSON 
Trial Attorney, Tax Division 
U.S. Department of Justice 
P.O. Box 683, Ben Franklin Station 
Washington, D.C. 20044-0683 
Rickey.watson@usdoj.gov 
Telephone: (202) 353-0300 
Fax: (202) 307-0054 

Of Counsel 
MICHAEL COTTER 
United States Attorney 
District of Montana 
Attorneys for the United States of America 

IN THE UNITED STATES DISTRICT COURT 

FOR THE DISTRICT OF MONTANA 


BUTTE DIVISION 


IN THE MATTER OF THE TAX 
LIABILITIES OF: 

JOHN DOES, United States taxpayers 
who, at any time during the years ended 
December 31, 2005, through December 
31, 2016, held, or had authority to use, a 
Sovereign Gold Card issued by, 
through, or at the direction of, 
Sovereign Management & Legal, Ltd., 
its predecessors, subsidiaries, and 
affiliates (collectively, “SML”)

 CV 

[PROPOSED] ORDER GRANTING 
EX PARTE PETITION FOR LEAVE 

TO SERVE “JOHN DOE” SUMMONS 

THIS MATTER is before the Court upon the United States of America’s 

“Ex Parte Petition for Leave to Serve “John Doe” Summons” (the “Petition”). 

Based upon a review of the Petition and supporting documents, the Court has 
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determined that the “John Doe” summons to Michael Behr relates to the 

investigation of an ascertainable group or class of persons, that there is a 

reasonable basis for believing that such group or class of persons has failed or may 

have failed to comply with any provision of any internal revenue laws, and that the 

information sought to be obtained from the examination of the records or 

testimony (and the identities of the persons with respect to whose liability the 

summons is issued) are not readily available from other sources. It is therefore: 

ORDERED AND ADJUDGED that the Internal Revenue Service, through 

Revenue Agent Randy Hooczko or any other authorized officer or agent, may 

serve an Internal Revenue Service “John Doe” summons upon Michael Behr in 

substantially the form as attached as Exhibit A to the Petition. A copy of this 

Order shall be served together with the summons. 

IT IS SO ORDERED this day of , 2017. 

__________________________________ 
United States District Judge 
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