Department of Justice

United States Attorney William W. Mer cer
District of Montana

FOR IMMEDIATE RELEASE CONTACT: JESSICA T. FEHR
WEDNESDAY, NOVEMBER 28, 2007 PHONE: (406) 247-4637
WWW.USDOJ.GOV FAX: (406) 657-6055

MONTANA MAN SENTENCED FOR RECEIPT AND
POSSESSION OF CHILD PORNOGRAPHY

BILLINGS — Michael Paul Schmitz, aresident of Lambert, was sentenced today to aterm
of 108 monthsin federa prison in connection with hisguilty pleato receipt and possession of child
pornography. Schmitz was aso ordered to pay a specia assessment of $200 and will be under
supervision for life.

In an Offer of Proof filed by the United States, the government stated it would have proved
at trial the following:

In January of 2006, a credit card belonging to Schmitz of Lambert was used to pay for a
subscription to an illegal child pornography website.

On October 19, 2006, agents with the U.S. Immigration and Customs Enforcement (ICE)
conducted aninterview of Schmitz at hisresidencein Lambert. When questioned, Schmitz admitted
hisrolein receiving and possessing child pornography viathe Internet, using approximately fifteen
to twenty paid subscriptions to the child pornography websites. A computer Schmitz admitted he
used to receive and possess child pornography wasseized. Forensic analysisof Schmitz'scomputer
revealed numerous image files and movies containing images of children engaged in sexually
explicit conduct.

The investigation was conducted by the U.S. Immigration and Customs Enforcement.
Assistant United States Attorney Marcia K. Hurd prosecuted the case.

This casewas brought as part of Project Safe Childhood. In February 2006, the Department
of Justicelaunched Project Safe Childhood, anationwideinitiative designed to protect children from
online exploitation and abuse. Led by the United States Attorneys’ Offices, Project Safe Childhood
marshalsfedera, stateandlocal resourcesto better locate, apprehend, and prosecuteindividual swho
exploit children viathe Internet, aswell asidentify and rescuevictims. For moreinformation about
Project Safe Childhood, please visit www.projectsafechildhood.gov/.
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