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OHIO MAN SENTENCED TO 292 MONTHS FOR
TRANSPORTING A MINOR ACROSS STATE LINE WITH THE INTENT TO
ENGAGE IN CRIMINAL SEXUAL CONDUCT

LEXINGTON, Ky. — An Ohio man, William Michael Cook, 31, was sentenced today to serve
292 months by United States District Court Judge Karl S. Forester, after being found guilty by a
federal jury in March of transporting a minor across state lines with the intent to engage in
criminal sexual conduct.

Under federal law, Cook must serve eighty-five percent of his prison sentence. Upon
release from prison, Cook will be under the supervision of the United States Probation Office for
the rest of his life.

Cook, of Lucasville, Ohio, transported a 14 year-old female from Ohio to Scott County,
Ky., on October 16, 2005, with the intent to engage in criminal sexual conduct with her.

The victim, who is now 16-years-old, testified that Cook took her, and Cook’s daughter,
to Kentucky under the impression they would be going to the mall. Instead, the victim testified,
Cook took her to the Econo Lodge in Georgetown, Ky., where he raped her.

Amul Thapar, U.S. Attorney for the Eastern District of Kentucky and Greg Reeves,
Chief, Georgetown Police Department jointly made the announcement after the sentencing.

The investigation was conducted by Georgetown Police Department. Assistant United
States Attorney Erin J. May represented the United States in the case.

This case was brought as part of Project Safe Childhood. In February 2006, Attorney
General Alberto R. Gonzales created Project Safe Childhood, a nationwide initiative designed to
protect children from online exploitation and abuse. Led by the U.S. Attorneys Offices, Project
Safe Childhood marshals federal, state and local resources to better locate, apprehend and
prosecute individuals who exploit children via the Internet, as well as identify and rescue
victims. For more information about Project Safe Childhood, please visit
www.projectsafechildhood.gov/.
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