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ATDRESS BY ATTORNEY GENERAL ROBERT F. KENNEDY
AT THE ANNUAL LUNCHEON OF THE ASSOCIATED PRESS
NEW YORK CITY, APRIL 23, 1962
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Mr. McKelway, I very much appreciate your generous invitation to be jf
here this afternoon. ',

There have been some comments about the Depertment of Justice - fj
awakening three newsmen in the middle of the night to ask some questions. P
I want to tell you the reaction of your reporter, Louis Psnos, who covers
the Department of Justice for The Associated Press.
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The next evening Mr. Panos came into my office and said:

"I am Just leaving for home and before I go to bed is there anything
you'd really like to know?" Then he said:

"Don't call me, I'll call you."

I want to assure you that we do not make a practice of calling reporters
at two or three o'clock in the morning. But to tell the truth, when I get
called at two or three in the morning by e reporter for the Associated
Press ~~ and 1t happens -- I am not too sure it wouldn't be a good idea.
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I am grateful for your invitation to be here today because I have a
high regard for newspapermen who accept their respomsibility to probe
tirelessly for the truth. : : ‘
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I do not believe that newspapermen are self-appointed judges of what's
right or wrong, or what's good or bad. But I believe in and greatly admire .
those who are competent to seek the truth and inform the people. In my L
opinion, the newspspers are equel to the courts -- and sometimes ahead of
the courts -- in our system -- in protecting the people's fundamental rights. *
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Since my recent trip around the world, I am even more aware of the
tremendous role that a free press plays in a free socilety, and of the
; sbsolute necessity that newspapers make a concerted effort to get the truth
i to the people.

? The Associated Press is distributed in more than 100 languageg in
; 89 countries around the world. Those statistics tell clearly what heavy
responslbllitlies and burdens you gentlemen bear.

§ But on my trip -- wherever I visited -- in Japan, Indonesia, Thailand,
; Germany and Holland -- I found a great deal of misinformation and misunder-
i standing about the United States and the Amevrican people.
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This was especially true among the students with whom the communists =--
though small in number -- have done a more effective job in spreading the
commnist line than we have in telling the truth ebout our economic and
socilal progress and sbout our fundamental bellefs as free men.

In Indonesia I met with a group of 25 student leaders and the leader,
wvhom I lster lee,rned. was a member of the Commmnist Party, asked me the
following -questions in rapid fire: ’

"Why does the United sties not agree that colonialiem is bad -- that
colonialism is completely amoral? Why doesn't the United States insist,
along with Indonesia, that the Dutch evacuate West New Guinea and turn the
territory over to the Indonesians? ,

I ansvered by asking these questions: ° .

"You say you are sgainst colonialism in West New Guinea. Are you
really against colonialism? Are you against the colonialism that the
Russians have imposed on Southeast Europe? Are you against Chinese
colonielism in Tibet? Are you against Russian troops going into Hungery?
Are you against Soviet domination of Poland, Lithuania, Estonia, Latvia,
Bulgaria, and Rumania? How do you feel about this modern-dey colonialism? "

The aggressive young man spoke up again. These examples did not show
colonialism, he said -- all of the people of the countries I mentioned
. supported their govermments. They supported communism. They had a strong
bond of affection for the Russians. A

"How then do you explain the wall across Berlin?" I asked. "If the
governments of these countries, dominated by the communists, are supported
by the people, as you say -- if they have free elections <- why then is it
necessary to shoot down women and children who attempt to escape across the
wall?

"What is your explanation for the fact that for the first t1;ne in the
bistory of mankind, a wall has been erected not to keep bandits or marauders
out, but to keep an entire pggple in? Can you explain that?"

The young communist's answer was brazenly simple:

"We did not come here to discuss details. We came to talk about the
United States' position on West New Guinea."

Not one voice there was raised to protest or question his statement.
Looking at the faces of these young people I could not find even a flicker
of opposition to the colonialism of the Soviet Union or Communist China.
This new, modern-day form of colonialism was not to be discussed. This was
quite clear.

_ The meeting broke up amicably. I went to my room to finish packing.
Fifteen minutes later when I ‘¢ame out, four or five of the group were
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waiting to see me. They were extremely cordial. They.asked inquisitive,
friendly questions about the United States and about the American people.
Thelr attitude was. completely different than it had been dnring the meeting.

They admitted quite frankly that they hed not expressed thelr views
at the meeting because these subjects just never were discussed by them or
by any of thelr friends. in public.. Quite clearly they were completely

N intimida‘bed by the commmnists and had been for -some time.

But it 'was not Just with the s‘budents that I encountered this misinfor-
mation. The héad of a leading Japanese labor organization, with millions of
members, ‘told me that a few industrialists -- Wall Street, “the Morgan ‘Bank

" and the Rockefellers -- run the United States. I sald, "not yet." *

Also I asked him how he explained Arthur Goldberg, former counsel for

" the Steel Workers Union and the AFL-CIO, being Secretary of Labor. - If his

idea of America wes correct, how could J'ohn F, Kennedy, with the backing

.of labor, become President. He had no answer. In fact, incredible as it

may seem, these questions hardly seemed to have occurred to him.

 This man was not a communist. He sa,id ‘that he just felt the United

" States was imperialistic. He was very bright, attractive, articulate and

convinced he was right. But his i1deas about the United States were 50 or

100 jyears out of date.

The stud.ents who visited me in Indonesie. after I spoke a.nd the Japanese

labor leader are typical of -the majority of persons we encountered on our
“trip. .They are not. comzmmists nor even pro-communist, and they have

tremendous reservoirs of’ .good will toward America and the American people.

;- But they have serious qzestions about our country and our way of life.

They know we have made great material progress but ’chey ha.ve difficulty

‘ understa.nding our federal system of govermment.

They do not understand that the American people have great concern about
their fellow Americans and aebout their fellow human beings. -

They do not know that the American people are dedicated to-making
progress toward out national goals as set forth in the Declaration of
Independence and the Constitution, and that the American people a.re fiercel.,r

: detemined to remain free.

'So , we have a grea.t problem but we have a grea,t opportunity, a.nd, ‘

my Judgment, uhless we are able in the next decade to convince the people

of foreign countries -- and particularly the students -- that we are true

- to our ideals and that prosperity and decemt health can be achieved in a
system that preserves individuasl liberty, we will lose the cold war no

matter how much money we spend on aid.
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But 1 believe -that 12 ve. ‘get Busy dnd’ enter th:!.s 'ba.ttle for: the minds
of tomomw 8 leaders with wll-the skﬂl, vigor ‘and dedics,ticn at our
.- command, we will win hands down.” I believe this bécause we have 86 mich
going for us -~ despite what success the articula,te 2 high.ly disciplined
conmmn:‘z;st ca.dres have hs,d. AR .
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.. The President seid 1n his Stste of the Union message that "our over—-
riding obligation in the months shead is to fulfiTI cur owm faith . . ". for
if we cannot fulfill our own idesls here, we cannot expect others. to accept
-them.-; And- when the youngest child alive today has grown” to the cares of
~-manhood;: our. position in the world will'be determined rirst of a1l by vhat
@mvisions we make today -- for his education, his health, a.nd his oppor-
tunities for a good home and a good job and ‘& good 112e."

The importa.nce of the’ President's statement came home to e again and
aga,in Qn.,my trip. g : . -

whether. it wes a press conference, a talk with students or & meeting with

labor leaders or businesemen ~- I was questioned about problems here in the
United Ststes -— whe.t progress we were ma.king, whs.t steps we were ta.king.

When Ca.rlos P. Romulo who is a great friend of the United States and the

American people, came to my office just before he left Washington recently,

- he sald that we were destined to continue to lead the world. However he

‘wafned that the one thing that can stop us -~-"the one thing that will stand
in our way is .if we don"™t deal with the important ¢ivil rights ‘problems.
People are just not going to believe that we live by the’ “Peclaration of

- Independence or the Constitution if we-don't treat our fellow hum&n beings

as human beings. He sald we bave a responsibility and obligation to’do this.

:7 . And to put it another way in the language of your newsdesks we mst
be sure we have a solid story first before we can worry about giving it
effective display. A
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On ny trip when I was asked about civil rights , Vhat steps ve are’
teking -- and it happened again and again == I said q:uite frank.ly we had
ms.jor problems but that we vere msking progress. o .

i I-told them a.bout the progress we are making == that dramatic strides
have been made in guaranteeing that all our citizens are able to exercise
their fundsmental freedoms equally. I cited instances of this progress

. such as; the fact that for the first time-in the history of” the United States

Negroes hold positions of District Court ,judges, that two ‘of our 'biggest
cities -~ Cleveland and San Francis¢o' have United States Attcrneys who are
Negroes; -that Negroes oceupy other high places in the goverrment and thet
they are not:selected just because they are Negroes but’ because they had
ability and integrity and they were not denied the opportunity for
employment because they were Negroes.

~n Every pla,ce, every city, every comity, every country that I visited -- Q
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:. I said that while we have made progress there was much more we -
could -do and much méré-that we will do;: that the problems and diffi- W
culties and evén' the .violence they would read about and hear about ' o
reant that we were'moving ahead == that the American. Government and
the American people were dissatisfied with the status quo.

Sometime® T was asked about racketeers and hoqdlums Again I
could cite the iprogress that has been made. In Jhnuary 1961 the De-
partment of Justice began a major effort against ‘organized crime and
racketeering. Federal law enforcement investigations are now being
coordinated effectively and we are pooling information from the files
of federal and local law enforcement agencies about’ more than TCO top
racketeers. Five .ef-eight bills which we submitted to Congress were
enacted and had an. immediate effect in lessening gambling profits
which finance all‘other forms .of organized crime. -
. I wishI could ;stand here today and tell you we have organlzed
crime on the run; that in every city throughout the United States it
has been brought to the point where it can be controlled by the local
authorities. The important racketeers and hoodlums are well aware of
the pressures that have been placed upon them and they are uneasy.
However we have a long way to go and much to do, but we have made
progress.’

But the fact that we have these problems and difficulties in civ1l
rights and law enforcement and other areass is what leads to misunder-
standings -and misconceptions about the United States by the small com-
munist groups who then say for exemple:

"How can you believe the United States? How can you believe that
they believe in equality if they won't treat.minority people eqpally?"

What we must do is malke it clear that we in this country are not

: going to accept the status quo; that we are not selfish people in-

terested only in ourselves and our pocketbooks, that we are interested -

-in our fellow citizens.

Capitalism has become a dirty word because it is symonymous with
selfishness. Many people in foreign lands believe ‘that Americeans are
interested only in material gain, that they are not interested in their -
neighbors, not interested in their communitiés and not interested in
those that are less well off..

Many of you through your newspapers and your civic efforts have
assisted your fellow citizens in many ways and you are well aware how
much effort Americans expend on improving their churches, their cities
and schools and aiding those less fortunate. This is what is truly the -
United States. This is what is truly the real character of the American
people. '

This is the story that deserves banner pley overseas. This is the el

rwétory that-we -must tell _and I think we_have many other assets as’ well
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In the first place we aré Hot afreld to admit that everything ‘18
not perfect within obr borders h‘-”bhtha.t this is, a:sthength 6f+America

and not a weakness. One of" b\ar gféatest, a,ssets in, this btiﬁggle 1is -
that we have the truth on ou.r side. : :,,; SR e
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We can stand to hea.r conflicting ideas a.nd voices of didsent, ; pot

only emong our citi zens, but among our Allies and the non-a.ligned
nations. . Comantol -
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We endouz'-a'ga free inquiry and free e‘;@er‘iment:; N e
We believe tha:t the state exists to serve the peeple. . YIC":,

A1l ‘this- distinguishes us from our adversaries and it ‘was my ex-
perience that there are not-only reservoirs of.good will'toward Americe
in the countries I visited but that we -- not the communists -- share
the common aspirations of people to be free and to be masters of their
own destinies.

So, I believe there s a great deal we can do now to help these

. young people know: the facts about us and our way of life. It will.-mot
involve large sums of money to do the job but it will require under- ~

stending and effort and hard work. B

First s We can send groups of men and women to all nations to lecture x
1ot “Just “about ' the United States and our form of govermment, or even de- ¥
mocracy generally -- but to talk also about history and PhilOSOPhy and 3
literature, and even more practical matters.

These individuals should make tours of as many universities as
possible and should confer with lhbor leaders, farm and cocperative -
‘ leaders, newspaper editors, businessmen and govermment officials, as
well as students.  The people who would be sent should know the ‘history
of the United States , the philosophy of their govermment and be articu- :
late in their understanding of the American people. In recent weeks, 4
two men who have heard me discuss this problem have volunteered to speak 3
at universities on trips they are making to the Far East. One is a
young, 'léading businessman and the other is a top labor ‘official. I '
know they both will meke' a favorable impression and’ they will help.

But I would like to see many more people go —- Senators; 'Ce,binet
menbers, Congressmen, Governors , university professors, playwrights and
roets travel for this purpose. I would like to see Walter Lippmanrn
tour the Far’ East ‘for a month, speaking on a pumber of subjecta and A
a.nswer the questions of students and intellectuals. S '

et

, Seeondly, our government 1nfomation agencies and services can
‘talk more sbout the fundementals in the United States. They explain

'charita’ole organizations are making in medicine, sociology, education
and all walks of life -~ both organizations like the Ford, Carnegie and

O U SO
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Rockefeller Foundatiohs. I propose that our information agencies ‘speak
quite frankly and- openly’ a.bcut the problems and difficulties we have in
our country while at the same .time strengthening the' efforts being made
by the government and the American people to deal with these problems

and move shead. O

Third, we should encourage other free countries of the world.to
set up their own peace corps. with the understanding that our organiza—
tion will cooperate closely with them.

. There is much for insta.nce that young Japanese could do in South- v
east Asia. I am convinced they would be willing to do it.

Many young Germans, Frenchmen and Dutch are as anxious as young
Americans to help their fellowmen and others less fortunate economically.

Among all of the students with whom I have talked, I found an
idealism and a thirst to make the world a better place in which to live.
This is a tremendous potential and it must be harnessed and utilized.

Your organization, going to 89 countries, can do so much in bring-
ing the truth -- good or bad =- but the truth -- to all the people. And
you individually as publishers of the greatest free press in the world
can do so much in your own ccmmunities.

Raymond Clapper said: ‘\

"Never overestimate the facts that the public has, but never un- i
derestimate the a.b:.lity of the people to draw their own conclusions
from the facts.'

Hard, digging reporting -- the type that made it possible for the
McClellan Committee to unveil the full danger of organized crime in
fmerica -- is sbsolutely essemtial. Thirty percent of the leads which
the MeClellan Committee received came from newspapers. This informa-
tion did not always come from the large newspapers. It came from news-
papers who recognized their responsibility to their local areas and made
it their business to know what was going on in their communities.

There are so many internal problems which the press can help solve,
which in the last analysis relate to honest, efficient administration of
govermment -- whether it is in a city, county, state or federal agency.

It is virtuelly impossible for even the most alert administration
to be fully aware of all the corruption or laxity that can creep into
our government. But, an alert press can make a major difference not
only in eliminating wasteful or corrupt practices, but in insuring that
Justice prevails.

Cur greatest strength in international affairs is our integrity
in hendling our own affairs at home. And if you are diligent and do
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your Job and if we do ours in cleatising’ ouI: cities, - counties > states
and federal govermment of waste, mismanegement“ corrup‘qion -4¥d intol-:
erance we will triumph. 'For even with the” problems and’ d;l.ﬁ’iculties
vhich we have now, we stand out in a: category ‘of the highest integrity _.
nmeasured by other nations today. Continuvation and mprovement of that #
record can 'be our greatest assurance in the long s‘weep of history.
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So we need your assistance; But most of all we need your vigila.nce.

. We are willing to make the sa.crifices that are needed and we have
alweys had the.toughness, courage and perseversance to see the .jo'b through
We have the will to win. Therefore, I know we will win. -
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