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·".Mr.., Secretary General, delegates and friends, .it is my 'honor- and 
privi1.~ge to be with you this aftern~on. I have a keen appreciation of the .,/ 
role of a free ycuth org~'ization in the world today, and I kn~ how ably 
tpe World Assembly of Youth has lived up to that role. 

You have eXisted during a turbulent period or history since WAY was 
founded in 1948. And throughout these difficult years you have maintained 
the inde~ndence essential to gaining respect and recognition for: your judg­
.lIlents on world issues. .' . 

Although those judgments have not always been in accord with. ours here 
~,~n ~he United States • .: or with out:' policy -. we have recognized. t'M intelli­
,gent ~oncern with which you started. And we have always heard the clear ring 

.
?t.1n~ependence in.your voice. . 

"'(", ~ ft·,
<­

We'have also noted that your organization is a·training ground for the' 
young l~adership·ot the developing nations•. That,'as you knew,' is a' vitally 
important contrlbutiop. I trust that it will continue ar~ that some of you ' 
here' as delegates today will be sharing the lead~rship responsibili-ty tor 
you;r own countries 1~n the very near futurt). . , 

. In this r,spect you are perhaps more fortunate than you re~~e.1 
-.: :. . 

' ..F1rst,·~cau~-you·are gaining;the advantages'ot a .good ~iversity' 
~ducationi. .,--~ 

; , 

. ,.Second, because. you already have awareness and concern "for the problemS'
ot 

I 

our time that leads you to tace them directly -- as. you are doing here; 
and 

. . ".."~p " 

,Tbird, beca~se you are. reaching. the threshold of' . leadership ·aild,~public .~ 
.~ryice.at a.time ot unparalleled challenge and opportunity. : 

I am not sugge.sting that the challenges you will tace -- or that the 
wor~d faces,today -- ,are easy. You lmow they are not. You Imow they are 
broader in scope I' more important, incomparably more complex, than the ehal,. 
l,nges of ,f'o~er ·,t.i1i1es •. 

" "),~ t 7 .,; ..... , . " 

Yesterday, we sought telescopes to see all the planets. Today we seek 
vehicles to reach them. 

i 



Yesterday, we tought wars which destroyed cities. !oday, we are con­
cerned with avoiding a war which will destroy the earth. We can adapt 
atomic energy to produce electricity and move ships, but can we control its 
use in anger? 

Automation provides us'tatn woridr.ous inoreases 'ot' production and intor­
mation, but does it tell'u's"'what to "do With the M$n the machines displace? 
Modern industry gives us' the' c-apaoity for great'we-llth -- but do we have the 
capacity to make that wealth'meaningf'ul to"the poor"of the world? 

, . .. , 

These are not problems to be mulled over arid adjusted to tor a century; 
they must be solved in a single generation, in our generation -- or ev~n ' 
sooner. ~ How: we: :respond :t'o .tnose 'problem's .,;..;.' -and: the new 'one8~ 'that surely 
will" c"ome hard on their '·heels -- Will· determine . the shape of' our wor1.d. ~, ""::,' 

• ' j • "::' • • \ ,. ,.• " ' ..~ .:,,\ 

These problems are, not' f,or~ .individuals· to,..~solVe~":' They araM:nbt even rot.. 
individual nations to solve unaided. As our problems grow more" complex, our 
world" 'grows' smaller,: and oUr: need for' solutions becomes ':comlrlon'., 

," ~ , ..,:: ~ . ' ...... 

-' :' ':rhisrgi-ves.a universality and:' enhanced'.importanoe" to "some' of' the· o~al­
lenges,that have existed since the beginning or time, -I't";:cZ'eatErs...the'" 'sPeoial 
atmosphere of ohallenge and opportunity which we face today_ .Toynbee, '!'las 
called "this, ,~'thEi ~fiTstage sinc'e the d~'n 'of hi'story -in which' manldh~' has 
dared :to' ,believe ·tt· practieable to make' ·the'·benefits"· of" ciVilization, ava11a~le 
,to-,the human .race.'" And President Kennedy later saiClt., "Never, beforEf:has'-man 
had such capacity to control his own environment -- .to' ,end ~thirst~'·a.nd h~~r, 
to conquer poverty and disease, to banish illiteracy and massivs'li:timari misery."

....... ('. • f". " ,. ••,....... • : 

': ,,: .. This' is our, "great: opportunity. today,' ,HoW' we react'to' it. ·is the c"~ritr8.1· 
issue ';of our time.' ',":., .,": ' . .:'" ..".. \'., . " . ':..... ..: . 

...' . . , . -, .. .... . ~ ~ • .' =- . . 
.:- '," ' .. ~ 

, Although this is' the age of nuclear 'power, '. autoniati'oh" 'and flight, to the' 
moon, for the great mass of people in the world these developments are as 
unreal as,' if' 1they:\ existed 'only in· the world of scienc~· fiction. '" 

. : ..... 

Two~thirds:of,the:present world'popUJ.:ation ---·about·two,biliion 'people,-­
live in the so-calle.a ""developing nations" of Asia, Africa and Latin' Amari'c'a. 
The "developing" refers to technology for,as we all mow, many of these ,':: 
countrie's had advanced ' civilizations' wherf' peoplEf "iii' EUrope" 'and' '.Americ'a were.,
living" -in caves. ,,' ~ ':' :"":: ' '. '-;. . " "o' : ;' • ,,~. ~, 

But these areas had fallen behind in the race for technological p~ogress. 
Thel.r.:p:r;-oblems.:today;a.re· the:basic,"problem's 6f: popUlation, "and:'hunger: and . 
education, and it, is:these'which ',demand' and must receive world-Wide; attent~:on 
and world-wide solution. ' . 

,.... ,.... -. I" ... ,.~.: t • • - '" 

'I believe ·that 'we t'ecognize' noW' -- perhaps' for: the, first :time -.;. "th~t> ;\. 
the gap between "the developihg and the developed nations of the' 'world must '. 
be.olosed. And for this reason the attention of the w()rld'"is turning to th~ '., 
problems which may engage your energies and your leadership talen~s tom9~row~ 

'-t..'.,", ! "" .. t~ ... '"":. " .....;.' _ " •.,.~.,. ;.'~: .f '. ..: "':~"".:' ,,", .!, , ~." ".'~ ......' . :.. 
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In all 'of the developing nations, ~. ,z:.ap'i~l.y eJq)~41l1~ ..Pop1;l+.~tt~n.: i~ 
closely related ~~ ,awrY other pro'byem.L}~~o~ :the'very b~giiming ~;.,~hundreq~ 
nf ,,:thousands''!of ys'ars' ago, -- to almost 19loq,~ -.,t,he world ,g~~w to a 'po~ulation" 
nf 1.5 bi.llion. IrCthe last 60 years it· 'h~~: aQub~ed to ) billio.~., ~t 1s" ~ " 
estimated that it will :double again to 6 billion"bY th~ end of this .century,.

" 
: 

By this time tomorrow afternoon there will be lOO,"C100 more ,.,peo.ple in t~e 
world; at this time next year there will be' nearly 50 mil11on,more~' 

And the problems of developing .n~tions, are aC,centua~ed ',because they get 
such a, high perce~a.ge of world PoP~~~/i:on growth .- abou~ 8~ of the~ ;n~rease 
over'the last dearad~f,/~tor ex~le.! i'It' i:~' estimated t~at 'at pres~nt g~~h 
rates North lunerica~w!l1. "gtJ"l'fr~tn' 200 to ',00 million by the end" o_f~,.~~is ' 
century, but Latin -'America will" go' froni 200' to 600 million during the sa~, 
period. 

, . This is clearly a basic area in which world pro'gress must be made in ~he 
coming years. "There must be' much better knowledge of popUlation, tren~s, par­
ticularly as they.3relate to econ9inic and social progress. Ther,e mus'£', be 'medi­
cal: and social research, to eXtend the boundaries of our kno:wled.ge. "TAe 
wisest leadership and calm judgment will be required to reconcile conflicting 
views. " 

Closely related to population is the problem of h~er or t~e world"s 
supply of food. It was last summer before the World Food Congres~ that . 
Presi~~nt Kennedy said: "We have the ability, we have the means, and we ,have 
the ',capacity :to eliminate hunger from the ,face of the earth.' ,We need' only the 
will~'~ 

'But hunger has:not been eliminated yet. Statistics from the United 
Nations indicate that in the developing countries wheat yields are as low as 
six bushels per acre and men go hungry for bread. 'other countries eat cake 
wi:th Yields as 'high as 40 bushels o'f wheat to' ,the acre. Most of .the wor~d, 
we are told, eXists on a daily diet a .scant 40q calories above the starvation, 
level arid 750 calories below the level enjoyed by the privileged one-third. 

. " .. 

Within the last week we read that one of the world's great nations faces 
catastrop~e because it~ food grain production has ,practically stood still for 
iive years while: its population was increasing.by 50 million~ 'In t~e face of: 
short.ages,' hUnger and even' starvation,' unre st" is said to be, mounting and the~ 
maintenance of law and' oraer difficult. ' :' , 

It· is true' that w~ have learned much about food. ,production' in recent 
years. 'We have-developed fer~ilizer's and irrigation technfq~es', coopez:atives" 
controls and incentiv~s. We have learned somet~ing from the succession of 
food failures in Communist countries going back nearly half a century. The I 

individual farmers have stubbornly refused to produce more than their own 
needs in, ,a ""police state. The great advances in food production have all· come 
in a demo,cratic agricultural system functio~1ng ~n a free society. 

http:kno:wled.ge
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~ut ·w~ .h!lve." o~1:be~. ·,!~ .. ,st.~lJ;; ~a:v:~ ~1:tlUob~.t~~.~~~:rP ~~,o~i!:'~~.94u~t10n, 
~.,d sto~~ge':'~d:.~'p8rt~6u'Iarly: ·distribu~~;o.Ji~ ~ :'T~~~t: 1-.~l~~S:;:~h· p~p~+~tion, .,~s' 
on<:·· of' ~he·. ~l1~~e '~ro'b~~~s .to.' 'wtu:Qh,~.~he:, 'atl;~nt~bn ;of~ ~.m~~~~~~ -.l~~der~ . . . 
throughotte, thE! ,wd>1'ld W11~' be.-devo:ted for' man~c;r. year~ to.;~o~.', :..,,' 

:. ,,' .. :::-t 1."'7" 1'.(, ",: ," ~'.,:.' : ": :." :~-~ .... :.::, " ' ; ,,;::". " ,:: .:.... ,:!J.,' <' .:: ;i!·.: :.'::'.. ,.:,,; , .' " 
. -Anothe.t or· the' b'asic' '-problems thai) Will reqUirEf rtse '~~ ev$h'inspired---­

.lea~ersh~p ,is that of education.' 1:Iere,' aga.:in there is' ,the,. st~tl~ng,~ imbalance 
which le·av(ts:the. deYe.loping;na:tion:s 'at· su~h':a :~;hBrp '4i$~dv8:~~age,~,,' ,.. ' '. " " _ 

" 1 • ,. r·· . . + r" . J. .'. ! *". • . • ~ ~ • 

, . ", ,T~~re 1'8 practically u,niversal agre~tne~t. orr the; iIpp9~~~ce· ~t:~~~ucation 
·2·t~ .t~e· devel0J?ID-ent- pr~cess•.. The bottlen~ck .to,·d~velo~e~t.·,i~~·,~~waY's".:~J?nla~~:·:' 
re'souroes •• peopl~•. The essential' need is '~or··many. people; .:t;ra~ned to do,· 
special jobs,.:' and' tbe critical' few, educated 'for the' 'compli9x: arl': o~ ~nag~'~
ment•. ,:. . -, ".', ;.,.:......... :. .' . '. ;:: . ...:.,' .... '.. ' ~: :.:.~ ... " . 


. '., ," .. '". • • "'I • .,

To understand this is to understand the great thirst for education ~1n:~ 

.m~ :of' the· developing countri.es. There is. an: awareness' .t~t·, ~duQati~nal . 

.9Ppol;'tu.n,-1;y· is '·the means "of indiVidua,+ as well' a's national .l!ldvanq~Die#t .. -; ;'T~er
,:a~e :f'requ.ently -'strong' pressures' 6ri gov:ernments to make thi·s· oppo~t;uni.ty ·.~v.a;il
"able on a ,broad scal~.· ,.:. .' '.! •.' :~'.:" ...... 

, • I • : it f • II ~ .to • .' • 

- :·But: o:rte~, where :~he':"ne-~d . and' de'~ite are gr~~tesl/, 't'he t-esoucefs -are' leaSt
and unusual problems are encountered in seeking to go from nothing to t'com~ 
plete ·educati:onal system. overnight. One African, country is reported '·to have 
750,000 .ch~ldren in 'first· :grade; "'·00,'000 children in seco:r:n· g~ade·· and·' o~v·"" 
80,000 g'ettirtg out 'o'f',' sixth. grade e'ach year.' At 'the same time t~,~ countrY' 

' £loes not ·.have" eno.ugh element~y .graduates tC)'f'ill its high school-s ··ana 'it 
'graduated oniy 400"liigh :scOOol .Studehts in a recent year'~ . Tbi's 'grote'sqll:~ . 
pyramic;i reveals a staggering drop-out rate and the rate of' lapse ba~k into '. 
illiter.acy has 

~ 

been estimated at eQ-90:percent. . 
....:. 

,. This is Qn1y one isola:ted" eXan\ple of' the myriad problems '~x:i:sl,1ng in the 
ba.'sic ar~~ of' education.. It will· be ne~es8ary to d~velop: 'proad s\r'!ltegie·~.. 
of' :~ducation closely related' to,:.po11tical and economic development,. aim~d '. 
at the' requ1r~1D:e!lY~ of'" wotld 'cooperation as W'eli B:s the n~e~s ~.f'~"·a .p'arttc~.ar
country. I .' • I ' . . '. .." . '\ .. ' ;~. .

and·y.~~.~nthusiasm.d~~s, 
i!' .. ," 

,- So if your interest'persists ~ot these... ," 
'. are' .s~)Jne .of the: probl.~ms;·,You must grapple withe Ther~ is. an··~urg~p:cy 

'na,,-
~bout:, 

them because the c·ur.re.nt.. of ri:sing: ~xpectations is 'already'· sWif'~~. '.': :.... .. 
;~~ • • • '. • ". • • + 

As Simon Bolivar once wrote: "The'veil has "'been ·torri· a~der ~:1:: 'We·: have 
already seen the; 

so 
light 

'. 
and it. is not· our desire to 'Qe thrust back into., the 

q.~knes~~" ]And' it.: is with' the developing' ~a1:-i~n.s·•.. T~ey a~~t '1mpatieJ:lt,... . 
and' they will, not :l.ohger .:tolerate the:.hunger. qi~ea:Be andJ.lliteracy tha!-··". 
th~y' have end¢ed, ~or centuri~8.·: .,.. .. .. , '.' ...,,::.' ... .' '.. ::. 

• .' I"':.. :..... . . ",:;.' ','I' t •

~.'.. ,~ut it you"'bripg yo1?X', intelligence ~n~ '~ll':' tci' be~ .:on. t~e~"~.·:pr~~~enis,· : 
. you will be Q.eali~ ·w:l.th th~' ce~tral. issuE( 0:(' o~. t~e~" ::rl:tere ~ ~'s ;tfiQr.~ t~a~. 

peace and stability involved, because the development"gap is a"'very real-~} 
challenge to the free representative governments of f'ree men everywhere. If 
we meet this challenge successfully, we shall have carried the torch of' free­
dom to the world of' the f'uture. 

http:c�ur.re.nt
http:oppo~t;uni.ty
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It is true that the eff_rt required is staggering ~- both in your own 
countries and in world organizations such as this. But, as President 
Kennedy said 'shortly before his death, "if we maintain the pace, we shall in 
due season reap the kind of w4rld we deserve and deserve the kind of world 
we have. tI 

--~ •. --..----....----.--~...----.--.------- ---­


