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| T TR . ATTORNEY GENERAL ROBERT F. KENNEDY
: o ‘ : To The Fifth General Assembly
WORLD ASSEMBLY OF YOUTH
University of Massachusetts
Amherst, Massachusetts C
" Friday, August 7, 1964 e

- Mre Secretary General, delegates and friends, it is my honor and
privilege to be with you this afternocon. I have a keen appreciation of the
role of a free ycuth organization in the world today, and I know how ably
the World Assembly of Youth has lived up to that role.

You have existed during a turbulent period of history since WAI was -
founded in 1948, And throughout these difficult years you have maintained
the independence essential to gaining respect and racognltion for your judg-
ments on world issues.

: Although those judgments have not always been in accord with ours here :
. in the United States -- or with our policy -~ we have recognized the intelli-
gent concern with which you started, And we have always heard tho clear ring
of independence in your voice. . ‘
Wb have also noted that your organization is a training ground for the
young leadership of the developing nations. - That, as you kncw, is a vitally
important contribution, I trust that it will continue and that some of you -
here as delegates today will be sharing the 1eadership respon51b lity for
your own countries in the very near future, ’

. In this respect you are perhaps more fortunate than you realize:

First, becauae you are gaining the advantages of a good university
edncation; _

.. Second, because you already have awareness and concern-fbr the problems
of our time that leads you to face them directly -- as.you are doing herej -
and

: ~ fl’!\
. Third, because you are reaching -the threshold of. leadership and publio <
service at a time of unparalleled challenge and opportunity.. @ ° .

I am not suggesting that the challenges you will face == or that the
world faces. today -- are easy. You know they are not. You know they are
broader in scope, more important, incomparably more complex, than the chal~
1anges of formar times.»

Yosterday, e sought telescopes to see all the planets. Todéy ﬁovseek
vehicles to reach them,
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Yesterday, we fought wars which destroyed cities, Today, we are con-
cerned with avoiding a war which will destroy the earth. We can adapt
atomic energy to produce electricity and move ships, but can we control its
use in anger? .

Automation provides us With wondrous increases of production and infor-
mation, btut does it tell us what to'do with the men thé machines displace?
Modern industry gives us the capacity for great wealth -- but do we have the
capacity to make that wealth: meaningful to the poor of the world?

These are not problems to be mulled over and adjusted to for a century;
they must be solved in a single generation, in our generation -- or even
sooner. ~ How: we ‘respond to .those problems - ‘and the new ones that sufely
will‘come hard on their heels -- will determine the shape of our world, ~*

These problems are not for individuals to- solve. They ara™ ‘hot even for
individual nations to solve unaided. As our problems grow nore complex, our
world grows smaller, and our need for solutlons becomes common.

This;gives .a universality and,enhanced importance to "some" of the chal-
lenges ‘that have existed since the beginning of time., It cresates’ the special
atmosphere of challenge and opportunity which we face today. Toynbee ‘has
calied this, Mthe -first age since the dawn of history in which mankind has
dared :to believe it practicable to make the benefits of- civilization availabls
to the human race." And President Kennedy later said: . "Never beforé'Hhas ‘man
had such capacity to control his own envircnment -- to-end ‘thirst and hunger,
to conquer poverty and disease, to banish illiteracy and massive: human misery."

This 1s our. great opportunity today. How we react to it'is the central
issue of our time. .

Although this is the age of nuclear pawer, automatien and f13 ght to the'
moon, for the great mass of people in the world these developments are as
unreal as if" they existed only in the world of sciencé fidtion.-

Twosthirds-of . the present world population «- about two billion people ==
live in the so-called "developing nations® of Asia, Africa and Latin America.
The "developing" refers to technology for,as we all know, many of these
countries had advanced: civilizations when people”in Europe and imerica were
living. in caves, . - A

But these areas had fallen behind in the race for technological progress.
Their problems:today:are the basic problems of population, “and- hunger and
education, and it.is these which 'demand and must recéeive world-wide® attention
and world-wide solution. -

- - . - -

I believe that we recognize noW == perhaps for: the first time -="that -
the gap between the developing and the developed nations of the world must .
be.closed, And for this reason the attention of the werld is turning to the.
problems which may engage your energies and your 1eadership talents tomorrow.
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In all of the developing nations 3 rapidly expanding popilatign. is
closely related to every othér proﬁlem. “From thé very beginning --. hundreds
of “thousands ‘of yédrs ago -- to almost 1900 “the world .grew to a population
of 1,5 billion, In the last 60 years it hag’ doubled to 3 billion. It is.
estimated that it will double again to 6 billion by the end of this eentury

. By this time tomorrow afternoon there will be 100 000 more people in the
world; at thls time next year there Will be nearly 50 million,more.

And the problems of developing nations are accentuated because they get
such a high percentage of world populatinn growth -- about 80% of the. increase
over the last decads, for example.' "T¥'1's estimated that at present growth
rates North America Will go'from 200 to 300 million by the end. of, this -
century, but Latin America will: go from 200 to 600 million during the same .
period.

"This is clearly a basic area in which world progress must be made in the
coming years. ' There must be much better knowledge of population.trends, par-
ticularly as they<relate to economic and social progress. There must be ‘medi-
cal and social reseaich, to extend the boundaries of our knowledge. . The .
wisest leadership and calm judgment will be required to reconclle conflicting
V:Lews . . Lt

, Closely related to population is the problem of hunger or the world’
supply of food. It was last sumer before the World Food Congress that
President Kennedy sdid: "We have the ability, we have the means, and we have
the - capacity ‘to eliminate hunger from the face of the earth. We need only the
will." ,

-‘But hunger has not been eliminated yet. Statistics from the United
Nations indicate that in the developing countries wheat yields are as low as
six bushels per acre and men go hungry for bread. Other countries eat cake
with yields as high as 40 bushels of wheat to the acre. Most of the world, .
we are told, exists on a daily diet a scant 400 calories above the starvation
level and 750 calories below the level enjoyed by the privileged one-third.,

Within the last week we read that one of the world's great nations faces
catastrophe because its food grain production has practically stood still for
five years while“its population was increasing by 50 million. In the face of:
shortages, hunger and even starvation, unrest is said to be. mounting and the.
maintenance of law and order difflcult.

It.is true that we have learned much about food production in recent
years. We- have -developed fertilizers and irrigation techniques, cooperatives,
controls and incentivés., We have learned something from the succession of
food failures in Communist countries going back nearly half a century. The,
individual farmers have stubbornly refused to produce more than their own
needs in a-police state. The great advances in food production have all.come
in a democratic agricultural system functioning in a free society.
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But we have-only begun: We. still have .much tu learn about’ production,
and stordge “dnd: particularly'distribution. This;'élong with population, is
one-of the basié¢ problens to which the at%ention ‘8f" demordtic 1eaders al

throughdut the‘world ﬁiII be. devoted for nanv years to coms,;u,l;a.~_

. Another‘of the Basic problems thau will require wise <4 evéh 1nspired —-—
-leadership is that of education.. Here again there is the startling: imbalance
which leavss the dbvsloping nations at such a sharp disadvaﬁtege. R

..~ - There is practically universal agreement on the; importance of. education
o the dsvelopment'process., The bottleneck to. development is’ always ‘human
resources -< people. The essential néed is’'for many people, ' trained to do”
special Jobs, and the critical few, educatéd for the complex art °f manage-_
ment. . . Iy C : Sl
To understand this is to understand the great thirst for education TR
many: :of ‘ the - developing countries. There is an:awareness that. educational

- opportunity is ‘the means of individual as well as national advancémeni.. There
..are frequently ‘strong pressurés on governments to make this opportunity avail-
“able on a broad soale. : R

But orten where the need and desire are greatsst, the resouces are least
and unusual problems are encountered in seeking to go from nothing to & com-
plete educational system overnight. One African country is reported to have

750,000 children in first grade, 400,000 children in second grade:and'only
80, 000 getting out of sixth grade each year. At the same time this country
*'does not -have’ enough slementary graduates to fill its high schools ‘and ‘it
- graduated only 400 high ‘school students in a recent year, = This grotesque
pyramid reveals a staggering drop-out rate and the rate of lapse back into
illiteracy has been estimated at 80-90 percent. A

N This is only one isolated exemple of the myriad problems existing in the
basic area of education, It will be necéssary to develop broad strategies _
of . nducation elosely related to.political and economic development, aimed *
at the requirements of world oooperation as Well as the needs of ‘a particular

country “

. So if your interest: persists and- your enthusiasm does not flag, these
- are .some of the:problems you must grapple with, There is. an‘urgenty about
them because the current of rising expectations is already swift. v

As Simon Bolivar once wrote: "The ve11 hasBeen torn asunder.‘ We' have
alrsadylseen the light and it .is not: our desire to be thrust back into.the
darkness.”" ‘' And so it is with the developing nations. They are impstient
~ and they will. not 1cnger tolerate the hungar, disease and 1lliteracy that
they have endured for centuries. : “.,,n, , o
: But if you bring your 1ntelligence and will 'to bear on these problemS,j
- you will be dealing with the central issue of our time. Theré’ is miore thafh
peace and stability involved, becausSe the development gap is a'very réal®
challenge to the free representative governments of free men everywhere., If
we meet this challenge successfully, we shall have carried the torch of free-
dom to the world of the future. :
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It is true that the effart required is staggering -- both in your owm
countries and in world organizations such as this., But, as President
Kennedy said shortly before his death, "if we maintain the pace, we shall in
due season reap the kind of werld we deserve and deserve the kind of world
we have,"




