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;~TORNEYGENERAL WOULD NOT APPROVE WIRETAPS IF ASKED FOR TODAY 

WASHINGTON, D. C. Attorney General William B. Saxbe says 

the wiretaps of thirteen (13) officials and four (4) newsmen made 

 in '1969 \'Iould not be approved by him if made today: II •• they

would not meet the 'standar'd, and r have to sign these .. And the 
 .. 
standard that r employ is that the activity, first, must be ~ontrolled, 

, ' • 

directed, paid for by a foreign power. It must be genuine national 
~ . 

security, not something that we would guess might be, but a reason 


to bel i eve because of certa l~n circumstances." So if General Ha; 9 


c~lled up todiy, asking the same wiretaps that the White House got 


i n 1 9 6 9 tAt tor n e y G e n era 1 S a x b e \,10 U1 d t urn him d0\1 n? II II That I s cor r e ct. II 

Mr. Saxbets remarks were made in an interview on public 


televisionrs weekly series, "Washington Straight Talk,1l produced by 


NPACT, the National Public Affairs Center for Television. He was 


i i t~ r v -j e\v e d by Ge0 r 9 e Hi 11, Was h ; n g ton Edito r 0 f Nat ion a 1 Rev i e VJ , 
. : ~ 

; in a program taped for broadcast this evening (June 17) at 8 p.m.) 

WETA/Channe1 26. 

The Attorney General also said the President was doing something 

Wr 0 It 9 II i n 9j s c u s sin 9 t h 1s 9 ran d j u r y mat e r i i.1 1 wit h Mr. Hal d c man and 



Mr. Ehrlichman, or \',hoev'er came in the" offic'e." He referred to

 conVe r sat ; 0 nsin the vi hl' t e H0 use t ran S crip t s bet III e e n r~ r . N i xo nan d 

Assistant Attorney General Henry Petersen and said he did not knolr'! 

 whether the Presl'dent Iflied to him [Petersen] or not. All I know 
 
 

 is that after the discussions there were further discussions in 

I that room on matters that Mr. Petersen had brought in ~bout matters 

that were happening before the grand jury and this was wrong,1I

 The firing of former Special Prosecutor A~chibald Cox and the 
 
 

resignation of then Attorney General Elliot Richardson came in for 

comment by the Attorney General, who sai'd III don1t think there was 

good cause to 'fire Archibald Cox, and r was frankly disappointed 

that r·1 r. Ric h a 1" d son s a VI fit t 0 fir e him, 0 r tore s i g n , He c0 U 1d 

have ... stood ground and say, ~lr. Cox stays.1I As to the possibility 

off i, r i n g S P e cia 1 Pr' 0 SEC U tor Leo n Jaw 0 r ski, Mr. S a x b e s aid II I can

 help Mr. Jaworski by saying to him ... relax, nobody can fire you 

but me and rim not going to, and r assure you that if the President 

wanted to get rid of him so bad that held fire me, held have to go 

pretty far down the line in the Justice Department. 1I 

Also in the half-hour interview, the Attorney General said of 

the practice of plea bar'gaining "...this idea of circumventing the 

fifth amendment by offering immunity and then trying to make them 

! t~s t;-i f y and the n top r 0 sec ute the m \1/ hen the y don I tis a d e vic e t hat 

We should re-examine." 


UHashington Straight Talk lf will be broadcast by the Public 


-Broadcasting Servic~ to its member stations at 10 p.m. EDT Monday, 

June 17. (NOTE: Check local listings for correct broadcast times 

http:stays.1I


,,, other areas.) 

II ~l ash i n9ton St r a i 9 h t Tal k" i sap rod u c t ion 0 f NPAC T . For 

~tribution please refer to NPACT~ the National Public Affairs 

~nter for Television. 


