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crime figures for the first half of this year, up 16

2

MR; MNEWMAN: Ouf guést today on NﬁET THE PRESS is the
the Attorney General, William B. Saxke. Mr. Saxbe served five
years as Senator from Ohio before resigning to accept his
éabinét pcsitién in Sanuary of tihis yearx. ‘Before thiat he was
Attornay General ofOkho for eight years.

We will have the first questiors now frow Caxl Stern of
NBC News.

MR. STERN: Mr . Saxbe, when the Department announced

per cent, it said an important reascn for that tpswiﬁg in
crime was rising unemployment, high prices. Since then
unemployment and prices have both arisen. Should we be on
nc;ice now that the crime problem is going to get eﬁen worse?
GENERAL SAXDE: 1 wouldn't like to say that. I béliéVe We are

being more effective in control of crime, but this‘is always a
threat. However, it can't be supported because during the
depression we didn't have a rise in crime commensurate with the
depth of the depression nor has it been fluctuatinq with the
economy since that time. But I do believe that we are going to
have to work hardex. | |

MR.) STCRN: How are you being more sffective if crime
is continuing to increase?

GENBRAL SAXuL: Simply because the number c¢f people who
are inclined towards crima has in&raased and frankly some of

our optinistic means of handling crime -just haven't worked.
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MR. STuRN: = That sixteen per cent figure though is a

faster rate of increase than the increase in the growth of

population. ilow c¢an you ceaclude then that you are succeeding?

GENERAL SAX3L: Well, I bulieve ghét we will Suéceed,
not this year perxhaps becaﬁse we already have the 16 per cent,
but I thinkvﬁa are passiﬁg‘over the hump becanse of the age
group. The age group of people whe were the war babies and
AOQ are coning to the age of thirty wﬁera ve know that crime
Begins to slow down. I think that we can.ba hopeful that we
are not geing to have a new batch of criminals as nunarous as

»

the ones that we have had for the last few vears

MR. STLURN: You hava been concerned ebout valillte col
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crine. If industry and acriculture wers boing nore
effectivaly poiiced for antitrust violations, would ihat bring
priceg down?

GENLRAL SAXDE: I think it would help. I know therxe are
several areas that Qa telieve we should movas into. ﬁé think
we should move intc goveranment intarventiom. e thiank govern-
ment keeps prices up in some areas. Many states have fair
trade laws simply for the purpose of XKeeping prices up. Ve
are now at issue with the CAB, as you know, on charter
flight rates and trans-Atlantic rates. We thipk that there
could be many efforis hesides antitrust enforcement within the
government.

(Announcenents)
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MR. THIMMESEH: General Saxhe, I undétséand you are
about to report on a discarded FBI'Surveillaﬁce program.
pid agy Attorney General know about FBI Director lHoover's
so-called "dirty tricks proqrgm“ whenvheiﬁas httorney.qéneral?

GENERAL SAXBE: ‘First, WQ‘haven’t reported on it.
As you know it is set up for tomorrow, so I am not prepared
to,talk about the contents of the report. As to whether any
Attorney Gencral knew about it, I can‘i he sure. There are
th&se who indicate that there was informatién-that they should
have known but as far as direct, regular reports, I don't
think so.

MR. THIMMESCH: In a situation like this bow could

an Attorney General help but know about a program like that?

' Is;'t there control of the FBI by the various Attorney Generals?

GENERAL SAXBE: Yes, there is today. I can't speak
about the past, but you have qot to recall that Mr. Hoover
waé the Director of the FBI for many yeafs and there wére
Attorney Gererals he didn't like and didn't even speak to,

I undefstand, and he enjoyed an unusual relationship with the
Presidents, numerous Presidents, and with the Congress, and
I think that this could be part of the problem.

MR. THIMMESCH: Do you think in the future this kind
of situation could ever devaloé agair?

GENERAL SAXBE: Oh, yes.

MT. THIMMESCH: You do think so?

Gp——
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GEVERAL SAXBE. Sure, it could always develop. I
certainly think that the only pxice you have to pay for this is
eternal viqilenée. To say that these thinqs could never
happen agéin just isn't so. You coqld have Watergate hapnen’
again. You could have éll thes2 thinags hapren again, if
the people and the Congraess and evarvhbedy concevrned aren't
interested. |

MR. THIMMESCH: Should the’httarney General sornency
assert hiz authority cvér each and every FEI Director, then,
as he comes into office?

GENERAL SAXEE: I think that is essential. That is

essential.

e s £ et
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HS., LEWIS: ‘Mr. Saxbé;“théﬁi;sué of‘black‘on black crime
is surfacing as tﬁ%kiack comnunity's Ho. 1 domestic issue
in the ghetto areas. Ad hoc community groups are springing
up in several cities in an attempt by citizens to meet this
ciime and crisis. What is the Justice Depaxtm@ht preparad to
o right now to assist black citizens in combatting ach crimes?
GENERAL SAXBE: First, I would like to point out that

95 per cent of all law enforcement in this country is local.

‘ It‘is city; it is county. The Justice Dapartmeng.has less‘
total peopla than the Police Departmént of the City of New
York. Of course, cooperaticn neans cooperation}x the local
level and this haén'é’always bezn the case and I welcome the
present attitude Qhere the people ih the neighborhocds, par-
ticularly black neighborhooda, are now welconming and codperat—
‘ing with law enforcement people. -It used to be -- and.you know
this -- that when a policemaﬁ was called intc a fracas in an
area he waS»mét with hostility, bottles and rocks, and his
purpose &as to come to enforce the law. The cop;was the enemy.
Now if we can have the local people work with the police --
if there is trouble, let's wo;k it out, but it has to be a
cooperative effort bacause this is where serious crime is.

Not just‘in the black neighbo?hoods, but in the pooret white
neighborhocds and unless there is cooﬁeration with the police
nothing can be achieved, and we try to push this through LEAA

- programs in every way that ws can to teach this cooperaticn and

g
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" to have community relations established to the point that evéry-
cne is isterested in law enforcement. Until.we do, you are not
going to get it. |

MS. LEWIS: Then the Justice uqartmént -~ can the Justice
Department ele?ate its interests;'fog instaﬁée, to the level
of an oxganized crine poliée‘w- organized crime strike force,
like<f~

GENERAL SAXBE: Yes, but we are not in the busiﬁess of
enforecing lecal laws, and this includes muraex and practically
all of th= crimesrof violence. So, therefore, it has to be
worked through tha locai and it should ba. We don't want a
national police force. We think it is bad, énd certainly
recent eventis ip@icate that we shouldn't have it.. But it
’has to be at a cooperative level,

Now, the strike forcés that we‘have ara cn tha big time
orcanized crime and we have special laws on this type of operati
and conspiracy that goes beyond state lines.

Traditionally the black neighborhcods are not involved in
this. |

MR. LESHER: Ceneral, I'd like to get back to this
counterintelligence program if I may.

" GENERAL SAXBE: I want to'first warn you that I am not
preparved to talk about the ﬁe{ails of this and if we want to
waste tine by me sayinc no, okxay, but we aze going on to

this tomorrow. The leaks I can't be responsible for.
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MR. LESHER: Well, leé;s just assume that they invel?a‘
ksome dirty tricks on the part cf the FBI. Without getting
ints theVdetails you said a moment ago that this could develop
again. Are you doing anything to sze that it doesn't happen
‘again? |

GENERAL SAXBE: Yes. I am not worried about it happening
again while I am here. It is jus£ that we become indifferent
over the years énd things happen and for me to comne <here and
say this could never happen again; oﬁ_that Congress could pass
a law and thereby inpsure that it would never happen again,
this type of thing has been happening as long as there have ’
been men organized.

QR, LESIER: You have said a good deal in the past about
‘grdups like the Siubianese Libgration Army; FBI Dixector Kelly
has been trying to gzt new wiratapriegislation. Are you
suggesting now there is no such program or counterintelligence
pfogram dqmeétically in the United States by the FBI?

GENLRAL SAXBE: That is correct.

MR. LESIER: There is hcn&whatsoever?

GEMERAL SAXBE: That is correct.

MR, ?ESH ER: If I might --

GENLERAL SAXBL: Now, in the way of counterintelligence
I am talking about pcsitive acts. What we are talking about
noQ is eriminal intelligence. we work diligently at that to

find out about criminal intelligence that will lead to
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prosecution. This is cur role in thoss areas get out for the

FBI and this Is the role of every local police’dapartment, to
pursuea criminal intelligenca that will result in prosscution.
As far as positive acts; no.

MR. LiSLBR: lcné winatscever,

Let's get back to the area of white coll¥ crime.

MR, HEWMAM: Bxcuse me,'Mr. Lesher. Will vou explain
what you nean b§ positive acts?

GENERAY, SAXBE: When you éoAtﬁipgs that are. designed to
disrupt.-the organization. Iu other words,
you send anonymous letters, you perform various achs which in
wartime is linowa as caunterinﬁe;ligence. ¥You iy to dis-
rupt the ensny .

MR. NEWLMAN: You are saying yvou are uvadertaking
no positive actsg against pclitical'grouﬁs?

GENERAL SAXBE: That is correct. Political grouys or
. _ certainiy A
even the Simbianese Liberation 2rnmy, which iz/a criminal group
not a political group. ‘ -

MR, LISHER: But I wanted just for a moment to get

back to the area of white cellar crine, In & recent publica-

tion of the National Association of Manufacturers, I read

} ;
something of yours which virtually daclared war on whits collar
crime. But in that light, I would like to know how you riow

would assess the adjudication of cases of Spirc Agnew or Mr.

~Kleindienst or even +he President himself.

]
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GENERAL SAXEB:. Well, I can't sedond-guéés‘the judges
that heard these caszes and made these decisi&ns. The
prosecution prescented those cases to the judges and they
made the decision. |

Now, the judge had to decide‘whether incarceration would
imprcve that, whethér that person was a threat to socizty and
vhether thev nesded rehabilitation. This is the thrust that
we hear all the time. They made the décisions they did. They
thought the punishment was suitable and Wha£ resulted was their
verdict, and I am not going to second-guess that. GHowever, I
think if we are going té discourage white collar crime -- and
I think particularly of those areas of antitrust == that we are
going to have to. have scmething besides a consent cdecree and
, the executives being able ?o pay their fine out of corporaie
funds for a big rip-off and then go free.

MR. LESHER: So what do you suggest?

GENERAL SAXPE: I suggest a bill that we have sént to
the Congress which would increase the penal;y about ten-fold
and permit jailing of people who are found guilty of these
offenses.

MR. STERN: Just before the so-called. Saturday Night
Massacre your predecessér, Ellioit Richardson, launched a
nunber of reforms at the Justice Department deﬁignea to reduce

o 10se

its vulnerability to political abuses and oue /instituted a

procedure that calls fram the White House on a case would have
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te be logged in tﬁe caesa2 file +to discourage sucﬁ telephone
calls. Is. that p;ocadure still in use at the Justice Depart-
nent?

GENLERAL SAXBE: I believe so. Frankly we don't gat very
many calls.: |

MR.‘STERN: I am told by your public information
officz=x that procedu}e is not in use.

GENERAL SAXBE: f zdvised them. I believe it was alsc
in regard to congressmén, wasn‘g ik? . , .

MR. STERN: Yes. Is that mandatory; do you regquire --

GENERAL SAXBE: I de not mandatorily ryequirxe them to

‘send me a record of evary call ang I don't think they should

because --
MR. STERN: Put it in a case file. That waz the
raguirement Mr. Richardson instituted. %o put in the case

¢all came from

£

file a notation that on suck and such a date
the White House suggesting the following disposition, shall we
say, of the case?

GENERAL SAXBE:> I am sure that in many cases it goes in.
It is not mandatory.

MR. STERN: Weli, after all we have been through with

Watergate, I am not sure where we are. As the Attorney General,

do vou regard yourself as the President's leswyar, or are you
free to pursue the public interest when you think the White

House is wrong?

{
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GENERAL SAXBE: I feel that I am free to pursue the

|

I Originally the only duties of the Attorney General in the

public interest and uwp to this time thers has been no conflict.

Now, the President's leawyer is his counsel today.

original cabinet was to be the President's lawysx. Now, when
it became the Jtstice Pepartment over a hundred yesars ago, then
tha Attorney General established and drew control over the U.S.-
Attorneys in the several court districts. Wow he is almost
ﬂventirely engressed in iunning the Justice Departméht‘ahd not
advising the President, although I am willing to do sc vwhen
calied upon.

| MR. STERN: When the Ervin Committse suggested the es;
tablicshment of a permanent Speciél Prosecutor to act’as a
watchdog over the Justice Departm@@t, the Departmen£ responded
that it was already taking internal measures to prevént any
future imprqpet influences cn its werk. What internal
measures have been undertakén?

GENERAL SANBE: The internal measures that’i have is
that when anyhody in the Justice Department receives any inter-
fereance from any source that ﬁﬁeylare to notify mae., I havé
been so notified in a coﬁple of cases and I have straightened
it out. Yot from the White iouse, however.
MR. THIRESCH: General Saxbe, what was your reaction to

not being consulted by the Whitevnouse on the Nixon pardon

decision?

F 33
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GENERAT. SAXBE: Wall, really I didn't feel that that was

necessarily a legal matter. It was a matter of compassicn, one’.

that Presdient Ford siruggled with nightily. it Lad no legal
connotations except in the result of it, but not whether to
or not to.

MR. THIMMESCH: Uow about not being censulted about the
matter of the Nixoﬁ papers baing turncd ovsr to the Special
Prosecutor?

GENERAL SAXGBE: The Nixon papers belag tuxnzd aver to
the Special Proazcuter? We have been wcrking.very viosely
on working this arrangement ocut witk the Special Prosecutor
in the last few weeka. In fact, it has taken a gr2at deal of
cur time in trying to woxk out an arrangameni, the arrangsmwont
which i3 now in effect.

MR. NEBWMAN: Your qussticn was about the ori
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nant?

MR. THIMMESCHE: That is corrsct.

GENERAL SAXBE: To not turn them over?

MR. THIMMESCH: Yes.

at that time

GENLRAL SAXBE: Ve were not consultad- cn that. It has
gince been worked out,‘hbwaver.

MR. THIMMESCH: How long do you think the Special Prcse~
cutor's office at this point will be in businass?.

GENERAL SAXBE: Well, the very nave of the Special

i Prosecutor means .he is set up for a specific purpose, which
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is the Watergate and the campaign of 1972. When he exhausts
that, I would think that would texminate that.

FKR. THTMMESCI: You couldn't give us a time --

GENERAL SAXBE: No. Mr. Ruth indicates he hopes to wind.
up his affairs in the spring. It appears to me he is going to
heve to hurry.‘

MS. LEWIS: 1In August of '75 the Voting Rights Act of
1965 will expire or portions of it.. Now, the Prasident will
probably turn to you fér advice on thé extension gﬁ ;hé issue.
What is likely to be your recormendations to the President
concerning the extension of the Voting Rights Act? |

GENERAL SAXBE: I will recommend to the President
that it should be extended. | | |

Ms. LEwiS: Are thare any ~?,in your opinion ére there
any saections that need to be strengthened?

GENERAL‘SAXBE: I think we have made sone vevisions
but no major revisioms in it. We think it has worked rather

well.
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draft evaders have come in out of some 6,000 cases. Vow you-

- have been gone five years in Canada, they have families, they

—
—

15

MR. LESHER: General, the partial amnesty program:
seems to be something cf a failgre, which jusgtifies your own

prediction. I helieve about a hundred men have come in,

have asked for a review of theseyﬁ,GOG cases with an eye
toward dropping non-prosecutable cases. How many cases do
you think-will be dropped as a result of this review?

GEKERAL SAXBE: I can't qive any really sound figure
on this. What wa are tryinq to do is rather to have a man
campe d out and be afraid he is éoinq.to have to serve
two years, when the case against him is not any good. We
fhink that it is only fair that these cases he reviewed, and
he be notified and he doesn’t have to qo through the
procedure, if the case'would not be a gocd case and probably
be dropped anyway.

Now as tothe numbers that have come in, I 4id suggest

that thare wouldn'*t be a great number becauss many of these peon

have jobs. They aren't likely to pick up and come back.
However, I do think that more will come when they realize tte
leniency of the terms; and tﬁe nunber is not the important
thing. I think the important thing is for the country to
realize that the President gave them this opportunity of

amnesty. Whether they accept it or not, it was a Jenerous

gesture and it is there.

-
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MR. LESHER: Géneral,vwe read a lot about a
potehtial shakeup, a cominqléhakéup in Président Ford's
cabinet, aﬂé you are one of the shakees, if you will, at
least in this conijecture. Do you oxpstl to be aroﬁn&'as

. Attorney GengralAby next spring?.

GENMERAL, SMYEE: I an sure your quass on that would be
as good as mine, bﬁt I signed on thig job because I had very
serious convictions akout the futurc of the Justice Departmaut
and law and lawyers, and I long ago decidad wnen vou undertake
something you stick with it., I éould‘be turned away EORDIYCW,

but I am not going to quit.

MR, LESHER: Well, don’t you think it wight be of some

advantage to President Ford to try to sgparate himgeld from
the previous Administration, onz of tlie ways baing jetting

.his own cabinet, g2tting hic own White House siaff avound him?

GENERAL SAXBE: That is a decicion he ig going to nave

to make.

‘MR. LESHER: What do voun think?

GENERAL SAXBE: I am not here %to defend myself on
whether I was appointed by Mr. Nixon or Mr. Ford. It was a
job that I welcomed becéuge I was worried about the Justice
_Department, I was worried about the rule of law in thie
country and I was worried about the attitude towards lawyeﬁs,
and it is my job to try to reconstruct as much as possible -

the prestige of the Justice Department, to be fair in dealings

i



http:appoint.ed

i

el
)

13

14

18

17

18

19

B3
o4

17

With the people and to qek thei? respect and support.

MR. STERN: General, to‘ﬁhat extent are Arab groﬁps in
the United States, or Jewish groups, beind kept unde;
surveillance?

GENERALSAXBE: To my knowledgs, minimal. The Arab
terrorist groups, the ones that are rgcognized as such,
cegtéinly are identified, at least, and we try to keeb scwme conéy
of knowledge in the way of criminal %ntelligence.

MR. NEWMAN: e héve about three minutes left.

MR. STERN: You have, I suspect, about a hundred
national security wire taps in place;at any given day. Are
not a large pertion of those ﬁaps’today -

GENERA#JSAXBE: I don't bel@ave that is correct.

MR. STERN: %hat is the fiqure, then?

GENERAL SAXBZ: I can’t give it tp you.

MR. STERN: Why not?

I GENERAL SAXBE: Simply becéuse it is highly classified

information.

MR. STERN: Well, at last reporting it was 109. 1Is

it fewer than that teday?
& . GENERAL SAXBE: I can't comment on that.
MR. THIMMDSCH: General Saxbe, a question about

politics. In view of this wonth's election results, what

do you see ahead for your Republican Party?

i GENERAL SAXBE: Wall, one of the things that I




; || determined to do when I got here was to stay

out. of politics. It is one of the aqratifying trings to me that

i
§ N
"q l Guring this last campaiqn, which was pretty heated, the
Justice Department or myself was never mentioned. I think

the Justice Cepartment should be divorced from poliitice. If

5
6 Watergate tauvght us aaything, we should stay out of it.
7 2 the only race éhat I really took an active interest in was
g || My son running for the lagislature back in Ohio.
g “ MR. THIMMESCH: How did he come out” .
0 GENERAL SAXBE: He won.
0 MR, THIMMESCH: You must have-some phicsophical
12 _notions about this. ch went through the 1%64-65 period --
§3. GENERAL SAXRE: Yes, I do, but I try to keep them to
“ nyself.
| MS. LEWIS: 1In '6% vou exvresseld fear that the United
{s | States was becoming ﬁilitant - militaristic, and a nationalr
- gacurity state. Do you sStill entertain such fears?
. ' GENERAL SAY3E: I am very much disturbed and I am
o | doing everything I can within the Justice Department to see
’?3 that we do not contribute to this attitude. 1 think that
Al i 7
. again, the ?ast way we éan prevent this happening in our
«& country is to not have a national police force, to be very
22 :
" vigilent on what povwers we qive up to anybody.
:3 MR. NEWMAN: We are under one minute.
o ; MR. LESHER;,.YOU haye‘launchgd an inyestiqation of
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the food industry, General. .Can'you tell us if there are
any cases of criminality in the svaring prices of food?

GENZRAL SAXBE: We haven't detected any as yet. We

the packer and the meat counter, but wz haven't found any
ccngpiracy and undéz the Sherman Act that is what we have to iy
and that is what we are looking fou.

MR. STERN: Are you sbout Lo ralaw thg laws, or
your position on mazijuana?

GENSRAL SAXBE: No, I am not, but we do have selective
enforcement whether you xgcognizé it or not, bzcause the
courts are just so crowded. Therz has neveyr hesn a
country abie to harndie hashish. It is a dangerouz drug
and I for one would nét rebommehd a changa, hut ==

MR. NEWMAN: i must cut off there, Mr. Saxbe, baczuse
our time is up. Thank you fof being with ug today on
MEET THE'PRESS.

* % % *®
(Next waek: Mme, Francoise Giroud.
thevﬁew Secretary of State for Women's

Affairs in the French government.
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