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P RO C E E D I N G S 

MS. CLARK: This i s Deena Clark. We tre go i ng to 

spend a moment with the Honorable t-7illiam B. Saxbe, fo rmer 

Senator from Oh i o , and At torney General of the United States . 

Adding the world of diplomacy to Mr. Saxbets publi c 

service, Pres ident Ford has now nominated him to be our next 

Ambassador to India. 

One year ago, the Senator took on the tough assign­

ment of being the nationts No.1 law enforcement officer. 

At that time Mr. Saxbe, a descendant o f the American p atriot 

Patrick Henr y , gave h i s own pat r iotic reasons for accepting 

the new res ponsibili ty : "Itts a chal lenge. I would like t o 

re-establish a real sound belief in our s ys tem of jus tice and 

in our count ry." 

ANNOUNCER: The Deena Clark Show is brought to y o 

by Texaco, whose scientists are continuously searching for 

ways to further improve the many t ypes of petroleum products 

Texaco manufactures. 

[Commercial. ] 

MS. CLARK: Bill Saxbe, or Bi lly Bart as he was 

then cal led, grew up in the small town of Mechanisburg, Ohio , 

on fa rm and cattle land that had been settled by his great-

grandfather almost 150 years ago. 

He went to public school, State University, then 

served as a bomber pilot in World War I I . In 1945 he returne 



t o Columbus, to law school , and the next year, while still a 

s t udent , won e l ec t i on t o the Ohio House o f Representatives. 

Within five years he wa s Ma j o rity Leader; and, at 

the age of 37, wa s Spe a ker o f the House. 

Six ye ars ago the pe opl e of the Buckeye State made 

him Senator Saxbe, and s e nt him to represent them in the 

Congress of the United States. 

Bac k in his college days, young Saxbe, in addition t 

earning an A.B., married golden-haired Dol ly Kleinhans, a 

talented ar t i st, whose warm-hearted personality has added 

sparkle to his life from campus to Congress to Cabinet. 

It is a pleasure to welcome him now, the Hono r able 

William B. Saxbe .. 

ATTORNEY GENERAL SAXBE: Thank you, Deena. I'm 

honored to be here with you. 

MS. CLARK: Well, it's a great honor for us to have 

you. And I wanted to begin by saying that I didn't mention, 

i n your introduction, that you had been Attorney Genera l of 

your Sta t e , e l ected not once but three times. 

ATTORNEY GENE RAL SAXBE: That's right. 

MS . CLARK : Didn't you serve longer in that pos i tio 

as No. 1 legal officer tha n any other person in the history 

of Ohio ? 

ATTORNEY GENERAL SAXBE: That's r igh t. 

That's true. And I might correct you on one thing, 



Do lly's hai r was bright red 

MS . CLARK: Oh! Well , she's a beautiful blonde 

today! 

{Laughter . ] 

ATTORNEY GENERAL SAXBE: But not out of the bottle !

MS. CLARK: She has improved, she's improved . 

Mr. Saxbe, as you were Attorney General of your 

State, you had a head start when you became Attorney General 

for t he entire United States. And let's go right into the 

important ques t ion of the rise of rampant and violent crime, 

which is one of the most appalling problems that Ame ricans 

are facing. 

You, yourself, said in Cleveland in September, 

according to a UPI report, "if the present trends continue, 

the prospect of where America may be a decade from now is 

enough to evoke a shudder from even the most optimistic . 

There could no longer be any place to hide, no safe zones, 

not for anybody. In fact, we may be near that point a lready. 

Unquote. 

Has the s i tuation improved any in the four months 

since you made that statement? 

ATTORNEY GENERAL SAXBE: We l l , I'd l i ke to say it 

has , but it hasn't. We haven't turned the corner. I keep 

th i nking each quarter it's going to be better. 

But, of cours e , I can reflect now, leaving the 



Att orney Genera l 's o ff ice, wh at I might h ave done . 

I'm convinced, anyway, that the Americ an people

don't want strict law enforcement in Lh is country. I t 's a 

pretty hard thing, and you h av e to be pre tty tough t o e nforce 

the law. And we've decided somewhere a long t he line, as we 

have i n our economic policies, that we can t ake t h e easy

route, and that somehow, by logi c and by some kind of jaw­


boning, that we can solv e the problem.


And we like t o thi nk there are no b ad people , tha t 

the y are j ust misunderstood people, and c rime isn 't thei r 

fault, it's society's fault. This is a bunch of bunk.

There are bad people , and we might jus t as well

recognize it, and arrange to deal with them. We do everythin

we can to sal vage those s alvagable, but s ti ll there is a

residual, a very small percentage of o ur population that are 

antisocial. 

MS. 	 CLARK: It's a very s t r ong statement for you 

to 	say the people don' t want t h e laws obeyed.

ATTORNEY GENERAL SAXBE: Well, I hear from the 

people that most of them do, certainly the householder who 

has 	turned his castl e i nto a fortress does. But after we run 

it through our sociologists and our writers, after we r u n i t 

through gove r nment of f icials who don't like to be tough

because i t's not popular, it comes out as a pre t t y lukewarm 

program. 



Most of our po lice departments, who deal d i r ectly 

with it, most of our prison officials r e cognize that we have 

to be tough if we 're going to combat some pre t ty tough 

figures. 

But their vo ice is unheard, and we have p eop l e 

getting by with probation, wi th divers i on, wi th so-called 

rehabilitation, al l these programs that put them b ack on the 

street. 

And an amazing pe rcentage of our crime i s caused by 

people who should be in jail, have been sentenced t o go to 

jail, b ut are back on tbe street. 

MS. CLARK: Unh-hunh. Mr. Saxbe, there is one 

city that seems to be fighting back in the tough way that 

you advocate, it's, Quincy, Massachusetts. I saw a picture i n 

the Washington Star the other day of an officer who was 

carryi ng a machine gun and did you see the picture? 

ATTORNEY GENERAL SAXBE: No, but -­

MS. CLARK: Well , there 

ATTORNEY GENERAL SAXBE: I'm aware of this. And 

this i sn 't what I mean by a man c arry ing a club or a machine 

gun. We can catch the c r i minals, and maybe we don't even 

need a gun or a machine gun or a baseball b at. We can 

a pprehend them. 

But if we -­ i f we risk l ives of policemen, and 

go to a ll th is trouble to a pprehend them, and then t urn them 



back on the s t reet, there's nothing wors e t o a p o liceman 

who c a t ches a man in the actual pe r f ormance , of an act of 

v iolence, mugging, nobbery, b urglary , and then find the man 

b ack on the corner before he gets there. 

HS. CLARK: Unh-hunh. 

ATTORNEY GENERAL SAXBE: NOW, th i s is an atti t ude 

t hat we've adopted, that t he judges have be lieved that the 

rehab i litation works -­ it doesn't. The very small 

percentage susceptible to rehabilitation are tre ate d, we 

give them an op portunity; but we can't rehabili tate people 

in p r ison. I t 's the worst possible place t o t ry to rehabili-

tat e someone. 

We put a man in pr ison for punishment. Then you 

try to rehabilitate him. You can't do both. You've got to 

make up your mind. If you're going to rehab i litate h im , y o u 

have to get him out where he can be worked wi th, and 

generally on a one-on-one basis, for every prisone r, some­

body to work with him. But we don't give it th a t kind of 

attention. 

If you put him in prison, you've got your hands 

full j us t trying to keep him there and feed him a nd treat 

h im in a civilized way. 

And to think you c an do both i s a serious mistake. 

MS. CLARK: What about e ducati ona l programs ? 

What about teach ing these c riminal s trades that will allow 



them to take care of themselves a fter they ge t out? 

ATTORNEY GENERAL SAXBE: We've gone this route , and 

we've been very di sappointed . In o ur f e deral prisons, e ve ry 

one of them has educational-vocational training. But we 

find o u t that most o f them take i t j ust t o spend the i r time . 

They think -­ and you can't b l ame them, because they're tol d 

th is that they're right, socie ty is wrong. 

We l l now , if they be l i eve they're r ight , no matter 

how long they're in prison, they are not going to change thei 

ways. They' re going to come out and go the same way they 

did be fore. 

Before you can rehabilitate a person, some place 

along the l ine , and general ly on the outside rather than on 

the inside, t hey h ave to recognize that they were wrong . 

Now, we seem to spend more time tell i ng them t hat 

they we r e right -­ you know, "it isn' t your f ault , it's 

society's" or "your daddy didn 't take you t o see the Redski ns 

pl ay " or i t's all of this, "you ' re poor" or "you're black ," 

therefor e you have a good reason to be antisocial, and this 

type of thing. 

MS. CLARK: How does it happen that many times i n 

t he same family , a family that has the same mother and f athe r 

the same e nv ironment, the same childhood, the s ame b r i n g ing 

up, one son wi ll become a mass killer , climb a towe r with a 

gun and kil l several people, while his bro ther is goi ng to 



a 

, 


I mean 

s 

I to come to 

t don want 

was es when men 

together to who 

their 1 , and 

Now, we we're a 

Ire ng We that it's 

this , because, reasons, 

't so we've 

IS 's 

it 's 

th azz, 

You're j Ire out

the not 

want to 

who cons 

on 

treet. 1 



Fo r i nsta nce, usua lly in Washi ngton i t 's a b lac k 

young man between 15 and 25 , who causes the ma jori ty of the 

c rime. This is where the popula tion i s he re . 

But the vi c t ims a r e that same g roup , too . And this 

is astounding . And i f we' re going to c o r rec t this s ituati o n, 

it means that we're going to have to i solate and know who 

these vicious and v i olent people are, and see that they are 

prosec u t ed, and that they serve as a deterrent, not only t o 

themselves but to others who look to them in their peer 

group as heroes. 

MS. CLARK: Do you mean punished or do y ou mean 

p rosecuted for the 

ATTORNEY GENE RAL SAXBE: Prosecuted and punished. 

MS. CLARK: And punished. Unh - h unh. Do y ou 

think punishment is rea l ly a deterrent? 

ATTORNEY GENE RAL SAXBE: I do. 

MS. CLARK: What would you spe ci fica lly like to 

see done wi th career criminals? 

ATTORNEY GENERAL SAXBE: I think there's only o ne 

th ing you can do. The myth that a man has been de termined 

by numerous prosecutions -­ maybe twenty, and these are 

v io l e nt t ype s of crimes. 

Now, ce rtain l y on the nonv i olent property crimes , 

we g i ve them certainly more unders tand ing , we t ry to make i t 

work a little more. But on a violen t crime, y ou've got to 



remember, for every ma n charged a nd for every man th a t's 

tried, there's one or more v i c tims whose l ife has b een rui ned 

And I think we should look a t i t this way, and if this man 

has a propensity to k no ck peop le in t he head, or wh ate ve r 

other v i olent thing he s pe ci a l i zes in, t hen he s hould be 

separated from society. We know that th i s span is not a 

long span; usually this "career" lasts f r om f ive t o seven 

y ears. 

And usually by the time the man i s 25 or 30, he's 

over it. You don't have to lock him up f orever. 

But certainly you should l o ck him up unti l y ou can 

be reasonably sure that when he gets o ut he's no t going to 

knock somebody else in the head. 

MS. CLARK: One of the problems, too, you spoke 

about the criminals who were back on the corner before the 

pol i c eman is back on the corner. One of the problems is that

people wh o have been victims often refuse to tes t ify aga i nst 

those who have raped them o r robbed them. And I read a 

statisti c that one-third of the people who had been in j u red 

i n the District did rot wa nt to testify without protectio n . 

ATTORNEY GENERAL SAXBE: Really , I can unde r sta nd 

i t. 

MS. CLARK: Do you think that, a u tomatically , a 

protec tive of f ice r should b e a s s i g ned t o the courts s o that 

we could cat c h s ome of these people who were doing wrong? 



ATTORNEY GE NERAL SAXBE : Certainly if we're 

going to turn them back on the street, you c a n ' t e xpe ct 

peop le to testify against them. Because if the wi tnes s knows 

that they're going to b e back out there next week , or they ' re 

going to b urn h is house down, or i f they're going to molest 

the children, or if they're going to do the things they d o 

t o i n timidate a witness, they're going to be very re luctant 

t o show up. 

And this is what happens in many neighborhoods. 

They know who the criminal i s. But they're terri fied. 

And of course wh en the whole thing breaks down is 

when nobody wi l l g o fo rwar d. 

Now , in some of the inner cities today there are 

groups beginning to r ealize that by protecting these peop l e 

they are certin to put themselves in great danger, even more I 

so than the y do by keeping -­ by going to court. 

MS. CLARK: Do you think that vigilante g roups 

wil l be o r ganized within communities ? 

ATTORNEY GENERAL SAXBE: We l l , tha t's the l ast th' g 

we need in this c ountry. Because vigila nte g r oups smack of 

fas cism, and there's no way that you can keep them in the 

relat ively minor neighborhood area. Pretty soon they' r e 

o ut burni ng crosses and wanting to run the governme nt . 

We certain ly discourage vigilante g r o ups . 

But v igilante g r oups h ave arisen, and will a ris e 



if we turn to a narchy . And o f course that's why we must make 

our system work. And that's what I ' ve bee n de te rmined to do . 

MS. CLARK: Spe aki ng of fur ther protection, I h a ve 

read that your department has been making expe riments wi th 

b ullet- proof clo th ing for po li ceme n , both vests and trousers . 

And I wonder wh at other pr otective devices a re 

going to be brought forth, and will there b e a p r o tective 

device like that for the i nnocent bystander who i s so o ften 

the vi c tim of a crime ? 

ATTORNEY GENERAL SAXBE: Oh, I don' t thi nk that 

we want to ge t to a f ort i fied society, where we wal k around 

in bul let-proof clothing , and have to have bodyguar ds , l ike 

they d i d in Ro man days. In Rome they used t o have six 

people as a bodyguard when you went ab road on the s treets. 

And i t could happen here. But we' ve got a good 

police department. 

Now, in Washington we have the h ighes t p e rcentage 

of pol ice per popUlation of any place in this country . And 

the crime rate has gone down . But the expense is terrific. 

And mos t ci ties just s i mply canno t afford this . 

I th i nk that we 'd be much -- spend the mon ey much bette r i f 

we put it i nto prosecutions, with the assurance that once 

this man is convicted, that he knows he's g o i ng to jail . 

MS. CLARK : All righ t . Prosecution brings us to 

organized cri me, agains t which you have s poken out very 



forcefully . And I have here a quote f rom you , wher e you say : 

"Org anized c rime arrived long ago and is deeply 

e mbedded in the United States today. It i s powerful . It 

i s rich. It has friends in h i gh p lace s, and it can corrupt 

and kill wi th terri f ying ease. Something i s wrong when 

organized crime carri es out i t s activities with seeming 

i mmunity, especially those activities with gambling, which 

are relatively v i sib le; if nothing else, it is a sign there 

is at l e ast a corrupt mi nority among p ublic offic ials ." 

Mr. Attorney General, what prevents the corrupt 

minority, the dishonest policeman, p rosecutors, judges, a nd 

g overnment officials f r om being rooted o u t and put in jail? 

ATTORNEY GENERAL SAXBE: We ll, of course , when 

you have the big money that floats around with organized 

c rime, i t's a difficul t job. And wi th the tremendo us number 

involved i n l aw enforcement and ' ud icia1 practice, there 's 

bound to be some bad apples in the barrel. It 's not a 

significant number. 

But here is the prob l em th a t we run into with 

o rganized crime: The average b us inessman who makes a 

$200 football bet or a $500, some kind of a basketball bet 

or bas eball be t , he doesn' t like to th i nk that he's 

contrib uting to organized crime , b ut h e is . Even i f he make s 

it with h is local bookie. That man has to lay i t off some 

place. And i t winds up in the hands of a big-enough guy 



that he can hand l e all the l a yoffs allover the coun t ry. 

Now, that man is in the posi tion of h aving tremendo s 

amounts of money and maki ng lots of money by influencing the 

o utcome o f a game, by throwing the g ame , by g e tting to some 

athlete. It doesn't happen o ften , but it does happen. 

Or throwing a horse race, or doi ng these thing s . Or if one 

of his bookie s is picked up, o f s eeing to i t that he doesn't 

go to jail, or i nterve ning, or s ome way getting to the judge. 

All of these th ings originate out of that so- called 

innocent bet that th is pillar of the community makes . And 

that money from gambling ge ts into prostitution, it gets into 

a l l of the other fringe rackets, and also into legitimate 

bus inesses. 

And that ' s why we ' ve got a d r i ve o n to r oot out 

organi zed crime. 

Organized crime is insidi ous, because the me ans 

that they use t o e nforce -- and I mean t he tough means, when 

somebody owes them and doesn' t pay off , or someone crosse s 

them, i s the cement overcoat in the r iver. And terrorizing 

the family. 

And these thi ngs that are -- corrupt police de part­

ments, and those t ype of things. That 's t he feedback from 

organ i zed crime. 

And that's why we h ave strike f orces allover t h e 

coun try , and I real ly think we're winning the war against 



organi zed cri me. 

MS. CLARK : Unh-hunh . Would you favor, since 

peop l e seem to b e bound to gamble , l egalizing g amb l i ng and 

o ffshore {sic] betti ng so that the money could go i n to t he 

pockets o f State treasuri es rather than i nto t he pockets of 

gangste r s? 

ATTORNEY GENERAL SAXBE: Well , it 's a happy though, 

and o f course we do have l egalized lotteri es in a great many 

States, and we h ave l egali zed gambling i n Nevada, and i t' s 

corning into o the r States. 

But that never i s the answer to organi zed crime . 

They can lower the odds, they can ra i s e the odds, t hey can 

finance your bet, they c an do a ll o f these things a leg ali zed 

s ystem c annot. 

I don 't think t hat legalized gamblin g is going to 

b ring the g reat revenue t o the State. To me it 's an 

indicat i on of weakness that we h ave to get into t h is a rea. 

But we have, and we c a n 't que stion that. 

But as far as replacing the regular unde rworld 

connection , no. I n New York , where they h ave off-track 

betti ng, where they hav e the l ottery , they are still t hriving 

MS . CLARK: Mr. Attorney Ge ne r al , i n today ' s issue 

of U. S. News and World Report, FB I Director Kelley , u nder a 

p i cture of a bombed b ank in New York, said: j'We must e xpect 

a continuation o f politic al bombings . Kidnappin~ are also 



becoming a form of political terrorism ." 

If the FBI Di rector says we must expect this politi 

cal terrorism, shouldn' t we be able to cope wi th it? 

ATTORNEY GENE RAL 5AXBE: Well , it 's no t that easy 

to cope with . 

For ins t ance, bombing. We' ve made a study o f it 

and we 've alerted people al l ove r the country. 

The difficul ty wi th bombi ng is so many nuts ge t 

in it , and , sure, there are political bombings, but there 

are peop l e who also get into it because they 're a l ittle bit 

cracked and have someth i ng preying on the ir mind. 

But we have means where we can i dentify the 

components of bombs today, and we are solving more bombs 

bomb problems. 

The difficulty i s that so many e xplosives are so 

easy c orne-by that you can't go clear across the board. We're 

moving t h i s way , and we're going to ask the powder companies 

t o put in identifying t r ace materials, no t only in black 

powder but in smokeless powder, i n dynami te and o ther th i ngs , 

s o we can t race these . 

50 we 're go ing to make i t t ougher for t he bombers. 

But the poli t ical kidnapping, the political bombing is a 

worldwide phenomena today , and we're not immune f r om it. 

MS. CLARK: Unnh, it's r eal t e rrorism. 

NOw , Mr. Attorne y General , we have only a couple of 



minutes l e ft, and I wanted to talk for a moment about India. 

We are t api ng this on the 18th a nd by the 23rd, 

when it 's telecast , we all hope that we wil l h ave the happy 

news that you are confirmed as well as nominated. 

I h a ve j us t read las t Sunday's New York Ti mes , in 

wh ich it was r eported that Daniel Moynihan i s leavi ng I ndia 

in a very me l ancholy mi nd . 

ATTORNEY GENE RAL SAXBE: Ye s. 

MS. CLARK: And he's distressed about the a nti-

Americani sm that seems to be rampant the re. 

If you do become Ambassado r to I ndia, do y ou h ave 

any ideas about how you perso nal l y can bring Ame rica a nd 

Indi a back togethe r aga in? 

ATTORNEY GENERAL SAXBE: Wel l , I don't like to 

comment on what I 'm going to do, a nd I won't until I have an 

opportunity to study it. 

But I do know this : I ndi a is an impor tant 

country. It' s the l argest democracy i n the world. We have 

a great deal in common . It 's to our advantage to see that 

our r elations are improved. And it will be my purpose to 

see that they a re improve d . 

We h ave h e lped them , b ut they h ave a dvanced 

tremendous ly themselves. Their problems are gigantic. And 

I think that we c an work together, and h eal up some of the 

wounds t hat have develo ped, as the India - Pakistan War and so



on. 

But I 'm not a s d i s couraged goi ng the r e as he is 

r e tur n ing. May b e I' ve got a l ot t o l earn. But I ' v e been 

t o Indi a many t imes. I e njoy the people . And I l ook 

f o rwar d to my a s s ignment . 

MS. CLARK: We ll , we appre c i a te your c oming to us 

today, and we will all come and s ee you in I nd i a . 

ATTORNEY GENERAL SAXBE: Well, I hope so . 

MS . CLARK: Th ank you very mu ch. 

We h av e been t a lk ing wi th the Ho norab l e Wil l i am B. 

Saxbe, a man of uncommon common sense, and a ded icati o n to 

strengthening respect for our country 's system of j us tice, 

s t a nding f or f ai r and fi rm and equal j udgment o f those who 

break the rul es estab l i shed to protect the law-abid ing 

Ameri c an. 

Mr. Saxb e warns we wi l l have to b e tough-mi nded t o 

win the battle against crime and c o rruption. It will take 

t h e concern, c ooperatio n and action of e v e ry ci tize n. We 

mus t never fo rget that h ard work, self-d i s c i p l ine and 

morali t y are v i t al to s urviva l , as indi vid ua ls a n d as a 

nation . 

This is Deena Clark . Tha nk y ou f o r spending this 

moment with us . 

ANNOUNCER: The Deena Cl ark Show is brough t to you 

by Texaco, helpi ng to satisfy the ever-growi ng demand for 



pe t roleum products with a neve r -ending search f or new 


sources of crude oil and natur al gas. 


[Commercial. ] 


