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Commander Starr, Colonel Hunsicker, and fellow veterans: 

The honor I feel on being invited to address you is wholesomely 

tempered by the knQwledge that I am the only '·n6~star "general" presento 

la.m proud to say, however, that I, too, am a 'veteran of our country's 

armed forces, war before lasto " 

Nore important, I share with you - as only one who has been a top 

Sergeant himself can share it -- the resolve that for our sons and daughters, 

there will be no next war. .':. 

And as we had our problewE back in 1918 and t19, the memory of those 

disturbed times gives usa better understanding and a fuller sywpathy with 

the present generation that has followed us on their long; long'trail to 

battlefields overseas, and home againo 

In World War II, you know, 'there was a bit of advice that gained 

currency among the boys :in the Army., It went like this~ 

If it moves, salute it. 

If it doesntt move, pick it up. 

If you can't pick it up, paint it. 

Toqay, with those boys back with their families, new problems confront 

them:,; And that advice has been chang,ed to fit .the occa.sion. Now it goes: 

Ifrit cries, change it. 

If itts on wheels, buy it• 

.' :If ,itJsholloW, rent ito' 

Since the time of George Hashihgton, whose memory we honor on this 

day, the.215th anniversary of his birth, the domestic problems that grow 

out of 'war, the economic upheavals, the difficulties" 'hf readjustment, . the 



growls and the gripes" have J~e~n ,PX'etty much the sa:tJ1.e in every war our country 
t·· ' .... 

ha,s. t.?ugh~. 

So much has been said' and written about Washington·~that from this 

distance down the lo~g ~oad'" of'J hi~icfi-:t,: 
'. ' ", ~ . 

we "~re: s'ometL-nes" in'ebinger.: ef:missing 

the trutn for the ~herry t~~~SIO: 'But~ if' y~udig ba.ck irito ·the<hiStory 'of those 

.formativ,e days of our Nation, you will' f:lnCi ther~e' ':the same :warr'.irauds, the same 
>-; ," :w. - .. r~i .' , 

\: i. tt: 
pr.of~teers, the same rent g'oug~~s','!'the, trouble's ,'when the hoys' came home ­

... 

c01IDterparts of almost ever; ~itriafion"we"have 'faced: 'in :'the; afterlnatb,.of this 

greatest war of allo 

I say almost 
:':.~ 

~ ...... .....-,-­ every situation" : B1J,t':this' t'ime there- is' one exception. 

And it is important -- so important that for' thewortd of our chil~~n, it 
.:-, ~.... ~.: 

means the making or the breaking~ 

IJ;'he difference this time is that \ve hav'e had 'oiir':lastwar, for.qiviliza- • 

tion. '. We cannot win another war.., 
'. ~ ~ ~" .J'. :" 

will be the moles., the bats, and thecartionithings·that:';'c'rawl,a'"br:0~en, 

silent earth. . ' :. -. " f·· .. ·

This we know. We have had it dembnstratecf tb~ us·.....,. 'most fearfully. And 

nobody disagrees • 
• J. 

.. -~! -~ :':. ~ ,~ '< -~ ••> 

befo:r:e them as clearly' and as'certafnly"as 'ii'1ght 'follows; day, tv.e~:~ can be so 

many among us who are doing their utmost: to brln:g on· Just.sucll. a war. 

History shows us that there ar'~ -'sev~'i"aT ...verY': e~fecti..v~,: tried-and-true 

ways to bring on war in the world. 
it.!:. > :':. : ":.',,~ .;.... ':,~ ,.' •••• , '" _ > 

One is to crawl 'irito 'our 'snell and: tell· :ourselllE3s ~b:a:t the rest of the 
.::": ': 1 ", , 

world can go <hang. Eirer:iJtihte'~we ha.ve ,.tried ,that.:w,e have..fo}Wd qurselves 
• #. .-..... • ~. 
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-

,.fac.,ed ,~·i:th 
~ • , • ,.. ..;.. '. 

Ben,.Frat:lkli.."1.ts 
" .'. r • _ • '. .:" • . • 

oft:-quotedGi,lternative 
, • • • ~. ~ • 

-
: ' 

of.,hanging 
". _ •• 

together or 

hanging s~parately() 

Another way to~ring 0D: .w~r~}ll~? histo,rically test~d and found 

practically sure-fire, is for ana~ion to, s,queese it::; neighbors in the vice 

of its qwn'greed-- to insist on selling, to ~~emwitho~t,buying from them; 

to build tariff walls over wn-ich they cannot. deliver their p:~du<?t thereby 

creating such economic chaos that the whole world becomes engu~~ed in war~ 

And a third way ~ p~rhaps the most dangerous way of all to risk a 

war .-- is to ask for it'by ~eing unprepared to fighto 

This was as true in the day of Washington a~ it is pow.., I can think of 

no better authority to cite than the Father of Our Country, George Washington 

who said:, 

HIf we desire to ~v?~d. insult, we must be able ,to repel itJ if we 

de'sire to secure peace _ .. one of the powerful instruments of our rising 

prosper.ity - it must be kncwn that we aI'S at all times ready for wavo It 

Again and again, Was~ing~on repeated ~is warning against, the kind of 

"economy" that we have been' hearing of late.,., 

In his first annual messaGe to Congress, in 1790, he saidll 

"To be prepared for war is one of the most effectual means of preserv­

ing peace.,n 

Again, in a letter to Elbridge Gerry, Washington said: 

"There is nothing so likely to produce peace as to be well prepared to 

meet ~n enemy. n 

Of course it costs t9 be we~l p~epared to meet an enemy. Even 'after 

sifting out t~e gold b~a~d, the frills and the fruit salad from the real 

essentials, ,oJ national defense and cutting to the bone -- the figure is high 

some 11 billion. 



::;',.;'. ;A~ bi~; sum1:~; Of course it's big :80 
o 

big that you, and I can tt s~~ around
; ".... .... .... . , ..,~. , 

it in one look. But so is the eJ).plosion of,. ?J;).".c;lt01l1 bomb. bigo. ,So big that you 
. .' ~.: . . J . ! ': • ~ :' .. ~ • ,!,\..', . . . - ­

and J couldnit 
,,: 

even look ~t;lyw~y 
• 

at it - not -
'. .' l' :: • _ i 

twice 
": .'~ , .... 

for 
• 

once 
. 

blinds, 
.., . .. 

you"

Little wars arentt fough~ any mQre - not.when w~ are,c;iravyn . .into,them.o We 
• • ;. • ::... ... 4 ••~ 'f ~.~~... ~ • '_,' ": .' • • H ... • • .~ ~ . y',, ­

can It come out second., Another Texa.n~ .. Gener.al Ira Eaker put it r.~ght, when 
. . .- . ..-. ':' ~ , .... . . .

,he said - a second best ~r~ is like a second best poker,.hand ~~ .~D:.d it brings 

the same resultso 
. ;. 

Well, some folks have sat themselves doyvn,: taken. out the.~.pencils, and 

began to figure,. They figur:e.?-?nd they fi~8:d~... ~ . 

Some seem to tl}.ink, they know pett~~ thaI+ th.e men of tp.e hig4: c~mmand 
.., " .' "" 

who had led our armed forces to victory in: World Vlar II" ,They, ~ou1d. prove 


 th~t ~~~ .~ik~ G~nera~. Ei~enhovye:',and Gen,eral ,~r~l:la:Ll, :a~d Admiral Nimitz and 


Admiral Le.ahy didn't knpw. their busines:.=; -""'. or so, th~y: must have.believed;)­
 =,' . ~ :" , : ~ .' --! '.1: •. :~.. . '. .:: ,,; • ~ " .''' -. ... • . 

And just to shoW you how littl~ Eisenhow~r c;lnd Marshall a,nd N::i¢..tz and . ~" ... .. _ - .. ,' ',,' - _. . ; .:, , : i;.· • _. • '_ ,_ -. ~ . '", .. ':
~l ~.~'.' 

.~~~hy ,~ne.w.~bo~tit" ,these ,peop-l~ ,wit~ th.eir:.litt+e p~ncils p~oved that the' 

. '. ~.~... " " .. : J.. ' . It,: ,: .. - , 

sir" aJJ;nyf"~ ~I?: h~,lf. -. I1arshall 
. . . , ~ 

and 
'. 
Eisenhanerand 

' ..,.. Nj.mitz 
'

and : Leahy were otf . by

~ 
almost 50 per centl 

>' ' , ," ~ ' .•: I.:: . '. ' ~ , 

Now if you do believe that, then you must agree that w~.ought. t.'? fire 

Eisenhower;. 11a!"sha.ll" 
-", ,:" 

,N:im:itz ,and Q.~u@'G 
_ •• ' •• '.. .,. 

Leahy. 
. ,; 

We 
•• l~ tJ .,,':::. '.' 

'ito 
•. 

q.ombil?-e the armed 

.. 
!orc~s 
::' ;,' 

.~ 
. 

.tK)'t:1~! 
!., 

tB,i::iks 
':.z' 

,. both. $hips:,. 
'!. ~ ~ '. 

and 
• ,.' 

alJ,..
• • 
thr.t:?e 

• 
guns 
.....,. 

":",-·and. ma~e 
' ~ 

these pencil

pushers the G~=;i1a:rC:l.Jissimos. If we are to have any such '~wo~~nt arxrry, they 

"d~serve the ~1jg~1.c')l:n!l1~!:1.nd,. for ;they, certainly.. e~ibit:penp'Y wisd:om" 

:rhe wisdol1;"L of Geo:rge Wa.shington .hc:t~ be~n~p!oYE?d .time; and agai:t!, ·but 
~'. . -' ~-. . " 

never was it TI:L~):;:-e ?tPplipabl,e .ptt~n, at this' 1l19p!:entq:Secr.e~ary ,of State " 

George ~3rshall is about to meet the spokesmen for 'the ~~~di.ng; powers that 

were allied with us in winning the waro 

http:1jg~1.c')l:n!l1~!:1.nd
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The Ame;r:tc.~ people are, at ~his moment, f~iends with the world,. 
:' : I :' ,'. 'w •• .,". '" ;. 

There is no war in th~.()ffin~. But friendly n~~ions" engaging ?-n the give­

. and-..ta..l{e that we call dipl~~acy, s.elqom see the world and its problems eye 

to E?ye. They seek meetin~-::gr.ounds .somehwer~ betwe~n or.i~~n~l v~ewpo~ts 

that may be far a.parto 

That is the case today" Our secretary of State is undertaking to reach 

an agreement with t?6 ~ther pcw:ers. on one of the most i.~ort.an~ of ~~ post­

war pro.blems - the problem C?f G~rmany. History, perhaps destiny itself, is 

in the making in this hour o 

Buto~ neighbor nations, I:>.eace~~eeking though they may be" will deal » 

w1:th us realistically. If we .approach them ~s the. most powerful nation on 

earth, the~ w~ll deal w~th U8: in one w.ay. But, make no mistake about this, 
'~ ... 

,my.friends - ..... if we approach. them as a third-rate power, they will deal with 

~s ip qui~e ano~her wayo 

Yes, we ar~ strong~ But our strength 
! '. 

as of this moment is not what 

cgunts. If we adopt a cour~e now that points in the direction of a third­
• • • ~ • '". t, • .",". • 

. rate. st~tus for Am~rica: our neighbors will not be ignorant of that fact. 

They will knowo An~ the~~~ll anticipate. And our spokesmen will very soon 

discover that America's opinion, Americafs hope, Americats will, has lost 

weight in the. wor~do, 

WheI.l.'w,e contFast the, Wor:td of Washington1s day. with the World a~ we 

new fin~ it, th~re is, no e,scaping tll~ fact th?-t the responsibilities and the 

. perils of the United St~tes of America are now immeasurably more vast. You 
~ • > : •• , t:' :'. w '. !

who have served with our forces overseSls know that not only is the World 
• . .w ~ .. , ." .' . '" ;' .' .,~ :' .... . •. f 

today a smaller one, in every_ sens~;.~han it was in 1776, but that our stake 

in peace and prosp,eri,ty th:roughout the World is tremendously greater. The 
• 4\ 1'........ , . . 


oceans on either side of us are J in comparison, but lakes. 

http:i.~ort.an
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" -. And, 'of co~s'e';"th~ pathways ;bf the air:hci:e":6rily'invite the ,universal 

spread of trade and commerce, but "'are 'pathways' for the new weapons which 

man has created.' Our first empha$t~'':::i'n this 'n~' 'Worid ~'must be upon' extending 

the benefits of' 't~~de" a'nd conimer-ce, s'o that 'the c'o'ridftions upoii which peace 

and amicable r.elationships rest can exist throughout··the entire g.lobe<Q 

'Yet, at' the "same t'ime, the responsibilities' which tne'maintenance of 

peac~ a:ridse~urity throughout the World impos'e'" upon this 'Nation,' and upon the 

other memb~r's' of the' United Na.tions, deserve a: 'place of equal prominence., The 

preservation of peace, through the United ~ati6ns'; imposes a continuing duty 

upon 
• ~.

us., 
1 

. In the' interest of peace- itself, 'we must remain strongo 

Pres:1derit·Tru.:inan is aiso studying the'problem of universal :training for 


the youth or' this c~untryc' He' all knew the' path which we have· followed in 


'tl19"'past of preparing' for' wi;i,r'; after war' had descended UpO:l 'us.' We all ~kncw 


the disasters and tragedies that have resulted from that:· 'policy IlJ In an " 


;~t'omic ~ge ~e' cann6t "afford to 'gamble with tate.' \ole must take steps to insure 
, ". . .,.' .. l': ' .. . ',' t " 

preparedness on the part of" the men who will' be called 'upon as citizen 

soldiers to share in our defense if war come's --'" we' c'annot afford to rely 

solelyupo~' 8," sIllail' ~tandin'g armY~ 'The '·details· 'of the- President fS program 

are new>'being formulated. I believe: he 'pians .to -:~end ·a;··..rnessage .to· the' 

Congress on that subject in the near future o But I("anl"sure that one, of' the 

keystones of' his "view of urtive~sal training' i:3' the training -it will give, 

n~t~"~oi~ly;in irllitary' sCierice, ,but"in 'the hroadfactors of" cnaracter build­

ingo 'BY' this' I ~e8.n 'th~s~ 'factors':~~hich will come fr6memphasis upon citizen­

ship, physic~i.~'':titnesS~ cooperation"'and teain'work~ ; 

As you' knov.i, I have- been gre'atly Qohcerned.for 'the past two years over 

the problem' of juveni1~delihquency~ "Th~post..;.waI"· world is a harsh one. It 



has produce~. a va~t number of· probl~ms f~r the youth of Americao I have tried 

. to dp my part in extending.a helping: .hand to young men and women who have 

 fa:Llen prey to its temptations. J: ..think rea~ progress is being made, by the 

many state and local orga~izati?ns that are w9rki~g o~ this prob~emv At the 

same time, I think that OBe of the great contributions the Federal Governrr.ent 

can make ~long. this line is to provide a syst~m of univ:ersal training which, 

will provide real and. substantial benefits for the young men participating in 

It was George Washington who~ when the war had been won, told the 

Governors of t~e States; 

"I will speak to your ~cellencies ~he language of freedom and of 

sencerity without disguise......- There are four thin~s which I humbly conceive 

ar.e essential to" the well:.being, I .may evel1. venture to say, to the existence, 

9f the United ?tates, as an independ~nt power: 

. UF,irst, An indissolub~e union of the States. under one Federal heado 

IISecond.: . A 
• 

regard 
., 

to public 
• • A 

justice.

U:Third: T,he adoption of a proper peace establishment; and 

"Fourth:.. The prevaleIfc,e of that pacific and friendly ... disposition_among

the people of the United States which will induce them to forget their local 

prejudices an~ pol~ci.es; tq make those mutual concessions which are requisitle 

to the general prosperity; and in some instances to sacrifice their individual 

advantages to the interest of the community. It 

Indeed we do have an indissoluble union. We gave much of our blood to 

achieve this in the battle between the States. 

As to public justice - Washington's second essential - I have much to do 

with that. We are making progress. 

http:pol~ci.es


'But 'w~';ncw' face \wo great'~'nlen:aces in America. -- Fascism and CommUnism.. 

Both 'are' totalitarian, anti-religious and' materialistic~ If:;.;fac~, :they,:wear 

the sam~ cl~ak<)' "Both are 'theoppdsite to.the American. way ,of li~e_. _If otner 

folks want CommUnism, let :them have it. But 'it has no plac~ here with us .~ 

Amer:i.cao 

You met the Hitler and' I'Iussol1.D.l brands of· Fascis¥J, and.d~fe:ated them on 

the 'battiefield.':We must arise' ,~and, focus ,the spotlight -.Qf p,+~)lip: oJ?~~en upon 

Red Fascism and build up barriers of common decency through which 'it_~annot 

penetrateo ' 

You defeated dictatorship with. bullets - and we can defeat Co~unism 

w~th brains~ Like crime, we'cannot permit America to become infested with 

its malignant growth~ . I count on 'you to he-lp.,' 

, And no?i' for' the' fourth and last essential' as outlined by Wa.shing~ono 

We must, indeed, cast aside'~bur pl."ejudices. and hatreds. There.. ,~~ no place 

America is made up of ,al;t,nationalities. 

As ,Washington s,o aptly 'put 'it, ws' must ,sa,cx,~f,ice o~ individual ad­

va.ntages' t6 ~he'i~t'e;r'est' of..·the community. OUJ;" country cqnnot be divided by 
" , 
individual greed•. 'We must-act an<;l we 'sha.ll act fQr . the 'best interest of all 

the people 0 • 

I pray God th~t iri this" fa.teful hour the will, and :the wisdom of 

George Wa'Shitlgton willprevailo 
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