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!Irs Chairman, President Green, Secretary Carey, Iir, Dubinsky, Ladics
and Gentlemen: |

It is with a feeling of solemn respect thet I address the Jewish Labor
Committee tonight, end our fricnds of the radio audience,

Thirteen years ago you banded together to assist your co-rcligionist
workers in Hitler's Reich,

Your instinct was truly democraticy you carried on your work Withoﬁt
clashing cymbals of self-rightecusncss,

You felt the electric shock of world disaster long before it reached
other, less sensitive groups, or the body politic of fmerican democraby.

To you nust be extended the accoléée for vision and fofesight,

You hecard the rising wind in thc night when many others were aslesp.

Iikc Jeremiah and the prophets, your warnings w&re'heard, but you did
not stop there,

You raised and expended ncarly Three Million Dol;ars on rescue work,

This money did not come from vast philanthropiec,

It ceme from the pockets of the werlting men, whose angulshed hearts were

responding to the summons for aild from those brutally “eaten minorities in

that black hole of torturc,Nazi Germany,
You werked for an icdeal in the lmerican way, all during the pre-war

period —- all during the war —- and you arc still working after hostilities

‘

have ceased,.

You have set forth a progran for your activities here, to combat bigotry
and to aid‘minoritios; and for your aims and purposes, your uncbirusive
efforts, I givé vou my word of praise and support, | |

I a2 with you tonight to help you in any way that I_can, to laud your

R

accomplishments, and to bid you God-speed for the future,
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Mr, Held and gentlemen, I am proﬁd of yous

This pride, I, however, do not ecxpress &lone,

I bring you a similar expresslon, and his cwn pcersonal greetings toc each one
of you 'engaged‘in this fine domocratic, .mericaen work, from our President --

Herry S. Truman,

This is what he said to nc:

T wish that you would tcll our friends of the Jewish Labor Cormittec how
pleased I am with their record and now happy I am that they arc so fully ongaged in
the European food program, It werms my heart, in these awys of sometimes capbious
criticism, to witness the work of groups such as this who ﬁn rcality form the silen
services of demccracy, They work while others arc expounding, and they work also
while others are asleep, I will never forget their services to the people, to
democracy, and to humanity,."

To speak of minoritiés in frecrica, Ladies end Gentleren, is to speak of Lrerice,

We are citizens of 2 nation of minorities,

We arc told by the inaisputable facts of our history that ninorities came here
to cscape the oppressions of the majoritics —- or individualé viho usurped the
powers of the majoritics -~- the kings, the parlicnent, thg ministers, the 1andlofds,
or som¢ other authority which represscd and cnsloved thcn.

This fact profoundly inmpresscd the founding fathers,

They intended to plece emphasis upon human dignity and to give thc breath of

1life to the tenets of free life, liberty and the pursuit of happiness.

This, thcy averrced, was nov to be taken aW”* by any humun pouvr.

Nhén this glorious land was in process of sctilement, and simplc, forthright
and th wuﬁhtful Lnericons werce drowing up our written words te menorialize ﬁrce

plond for a classic exanple of liberty,

rinciples, they locked acrass Yo 7
I 3 P,

They did not find 2t Theorc ror British rishts werc rocted in Parliementory

cecision and Parlioncnt couvld them or take thenm away,
They rnext looked to France, vihcrc it had been claimed that the rights of the

corrmon nen werc gifts of the mejority,
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The majority hac delegated its power to the XKing and Nbbles, dnd the
King and Nobles took it away,

Our national forchears rejected ali these theories and held that God
alone is the warder who opens the door of life or death ~- and that these
rights can only be delineated by man in a basic lexicon or Constitution,

This remains as the rudder of the Ship of State, and is as important
today in the life of this ?ast, polyzenctic land,

Under the Constitution has grown a body of law with which I, as the
Peoplels Lawyer, have much to do, especially regarding minorities,

As I pore over the recurring questions of these laws, oftcentimes late
at night when the demands of the day upon a govermment scrvant are done, it
comes to me that tolerance is not a matter of law and that justice for
minorities springs from hunen fair-play,

I recall aﬁ‘editorial in a Washington newspaper during the war which
set forth, in comment upon our fmerican soldiers of Japancse ancestry who
fought side by side with other fmericans, I gquote:

"l raées, all colors, make us up, And when wars like the present one
engulf us, ¢ll races and colors take up arms for America, When we strike
back at our cnemies, the American kin of thosc encmies do.the striking -
lmericans of Italian extraction, of German extraction, of Japanese extraction,
We are of almost cvery cextraction conceivable, black, white and yellow, and
so we are tied together not by’any nmystical philosophy of blood or cormon
cthnic traits, but solcly and simply by an idea —— the idea of democracy, of
individual frecdom, of liberty under law, of a justice before which all
of us sband cqual,™

There werc no ninorities on the battleficlds of frecdon,
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There was no dis;rimination then, and Amﬁrica should sce that therec is
no ciscrimination now,

Intcleraence and bigotry cre too expensive for even rich Amcrica,

Tho‘fight against 1t is now on the inftcrnational stage, ip the Four
Freoedoms,

We must come upon that stage with clean hands,

We cammot condemn abreoad what we condone at home,

It is a two=front war, this fight for human compassion and understanding,

It is at once a long=ronge battle against ignorancé - and a short? sharp
engagemcnt against elements who would use bigetry as a political ﬁcapon.

Don't think that some of ocur very moral and respectable clements are
above it,

Remenber 1928 and wha% they did to the great Man of the People, Alfred
Ermanuel Smith,

‘Tt is only by constant vigilance of such organizations as this, thaﬁ
greedy interests who will use any excuse to get power, can be reprcssed,

If you let the light of day into intolerant movements, they will dissipaté:
like fog before ﬁhe sun,

It is only by allowing them to thrive and‘mnltiply:that they, like
termites, will undermine the structurc of our liberties, | ' L

I ask you to bec as fearless in the right as you have been in the past —-
to teach tolerance, to Le tolcrant, |

" In my present capacity as your Attorney General, I have a duty toward

minorities, |

The Department of Justice has always been the innor fortress for their

protection,
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Under twe great Presidents, thére has been o ceaseless Exccutive
solicitude for the .oppressed,

Those who come fron wifﬁdut our borders claim our zeal, for the Nation
was built upon this m&tcrial. .

Ori Deccmber 22, 1945, President Truman issucd his fomous dircctive,
declaring that the people of the United Statcs cannot and will not ignore
~the gfa ¢ dislocation of populations in Europe and that this Govermment would
facilitate under existing quota laws a full immigration progran,

In agdition, only a fow wecks ago I personally signcd the order admitting
under the law the refugces of the Oswego Camp ——- One Thousand lives%snatched
from dcgth, |

In my own official functions as‘ﬁt*&rncy General, and the chief of the
Department of Justice == whicp includes the Imigration and Naturalization
Service -~ I occasionally an callcd on for my vio@s’on proposcc irmigration
ricasurcs.

When, at one timec, a bill was introcuccd iﬁ the Congress that world
have cut irmigration quotas 50 per cent, I strongly urged delimitation of
the drastic provisions of this bill, .

Anc orly the other day, When further knowledge gave me an opportunity
to reviGW"this bill and others like it in .all the dévcloping stages of our
immgration problem, I despatched a message to the House Comnitte; on
Immigrétion which constitutes ny definitive views on the subject,

In responée to a request for my views on Rill S, 1758, which proposed
to suspend immigration for a periocd of five years, cltogether, I based my
case ggainst the bill on rudinmcntery arithmctic‘and the simplest cormon

sScnse,
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Both ﬁadc it plain.that there is no neCesﬁity for such legislation,

For one thing, the present quptas pernit the entry of approximately
153,000 quota immigrants soach year,

Lt no time during tho past ten years has the number af.imgigration

visas issued in any one yeor excecded 40 per cent of the-quota,

i

The avsrage for the past ten years is less than 20 per cent,

Ig 1920, aliens constituted 6.9 p&f cent of the population of ﬁhe‘Unith
States, ) -

At the present time they éomprisa 1little more than thrce per cent,

But more than that, - I made the point in my report to the Committce
and T rcpeat it here tonight,

The United States has the responsibility of leadership,

A drastically rcstrictive irmigration mcasurc like the one.proposéd
would affect féroign pclicy'bccausd it would compromisc world cfforts to
- solve the problem of the worldls displaced peoples on an internaticnal plang,

T hatc an internntional picket line, |

But there is still ancther phasc of the prcoblen I want te discuss with :
you as an Anerican ancng /lmericans,

There arc provisos in our immigretion law, - provisos scven and nihe:
of the basic act of Februery, 1917, - which permit of a certain breadth |
of interpretation, R

Uncder the administration of these proviscs certain SpGCiGS'Qf formérf 
criminals, ncar-criminals, and others nmerc or less undesirable, may be
admitted from forcign countries into the United Ste

I propéso that they shall e kept cut —- "nd thoey will be kept out.’

Tt is not a question of thercby rocducing the uumbcr‘of eligible aliens ”

in the United States,
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It is a question simply of plugging up the loophceles in our immigration -
laws through which the undesirable have found it possible to squirm intoe
our shores,

As a general thing certain undesirebles can, by filling up the quota with

imigrants of evil quelity, cut’down the potential of immigrents of good
quelity in the same nétionality, .

This I shall prevent -— and recent dircctives I have issued to the
Immigration Service underscorc ry purpose,

It is thesc undesirables whose bad conduct in cur country soon prejudices. .

public opinion against all alicns, and who become instruments for provoking

the encctrent of harsher immigration laws such as thosc I am now opposing.

To admit them into the United States is to provide fuel for the inflam=

nmatory orgunents of the intolerant,
ind we can all agrce fhet it is wreng for the undesirable immigrant tok 
push the desirable jjﬁmigraﬁt out of his place in the quota of the same raciel}
EroupDe L
And that is ny position,

Everybody in American Government is decply and anxiously concerned with -

integreting currcent Governmont acts and lcuislation with cur basic Institu—
tions to make sure they dovetail,

This is, as it must be, cspcecially true on the higher levels of Govern-
ment,

The rigid pursuit of such a coursc becomesdifficult in time of war and
Omcrgoncy.' |

Yot I think it will be held that this Government!s treatment of

110,000 persons of Japanese ancostry, twowthirds of whcna were citizens of the
Unitcc States, was in the cnd as just and as corrcet as the inherent dangers

of the war and the circumsbanccs perrmitted,
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I mention this casc becausc this, too, touches upon the question of
intolerance and bigotry, and becausc all these questions are tied together
into a policy that we constantly strive to square with our basic institutions,

These people were held on suspicion and without trial,

The military order excluding all Japanese-Anericans from the Western

Defense Cormand was in effcct validated Ly the Supreme Court on the basis of
nilitary exigency,
Subsequently, under Federal monagement, the evacuecs were treated with‘f

every consideration to compensate them in some small part for the unaVQidable_;f

injustice which had been done then,

Here toorthe Imerican Govermment discharged its obligation on a moral :?:
planc consonant with the Amcrican conscience,

Some '57,500 of these evacuces have been returned to their former homes
in the West,

Ancthor 51,800 probably improved their future as a group by rcsettlinglté
new territory in the Eastern States;

'Soﬁe 4,700 were volunterily rcpatriated to Japan,

The problem at best was intenscely Jdifficult, but our Governnent proved;,
that Ey uncerstanding aﬁd by pursuing its tradition of justice the mos% thatt“
~could be donc to minimize herdship wes done,

And again our tradit?onal policy, to the grcatest degree pormitﬁed_by thé}
situation, ﬁas vindicated, |

The problen of these 120,000 people of Jopanesc ancestry is now solved@’

It is a grave nmistake to view racial antegonisms introspectively'aﬁa |

separatcly, onc racc apart from the others,
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In endlcss chain of emoctions and problenms are involved, and the‘attack‘4g
againsﬁ‘race hate cught to come, as it dogs from the standpoint. of Government,

~on a single front including all of cur peoplé‘

‘The Jewish people, howcver,-have in the late war taken as a group blsﬁs
of such fury and devastétien as your race hes not known since the days of
Titus,

- The destruction, wantonly, withoui.military necd, out of no motive othérL
than greed and race hate, of half thc Jewish people of thé earth, is a blog';
on the escutchecn of western civilization,

If the facts could be stated in these sums, it means simply that the
Jews arc the greatest of all the loscrs in the War; -~ greater than the
Germans who tortured and killed ﬁhem, and'grcater than the Japs who sought
the profits of the joint victory, |

The death of the six million Jcows ki}led in this war éivos the Joﬁish; Q
race a clain on the conscience of manking,

I think Dr, Einstein stated the case well the other day horc in New York
when he spoke of the moralQiawg,prepagated by the Jews, from which so muéh ;\
of our civilization ig derived, | | h

It is not a coincidence, he said, that the Nazi destruction of abéut
half the’Jewisa pcoplc was dirccted precisely against the very group who areif
the source of those moral laws which the Nazis hated and flouted, | k

Thesc laws are a part of the way of 1ifc of our western,civilization;’
and some debt, it seems to me, 1s owed the people who suffercd the greatest
calanity in their history in face of the world cneny,

And now, as I necar the eﬁd of ny time with you, T an geing to tell you :
of the thoughts that I often have as I coﬁsidor the vexing problen of thc;‘

homzlend of the Jewish people,
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I have rcad, as you have, many times in late years of these tragic shipé $f f
which @a#e cruised the high seas, loaded with cargoes‘of pathetic, homeless
peoplc,

Tt brought to my mind the classic story by Edward Everett Hale, of the
"an Without A Country,"

Philip Nolan, thc man in that story, was a Texan like mysoif; and I
have always felt that the story, multiplied thousands of times, could be
told of the endless scarch of thesc refugees for safety.

In the story, Nolan leaves bchind at his death a slip of papcr, marking

a place in his Biblc, , S
The text wes:
, "They desire a country, even a
i heavenly;
Whercfore God is not ashanmcd
to be called their God:
For he hath preparcd for thom
a city."
The story is pure fiction,
There never was a "Man Without A Country,"

No Texan, I an proud to say, served in that sorry role,

But the spirit of the text, out of ﬁoly’Writ, livrs on and breathes

hope for the hormeless,

Moy that hcpe be rcelized soon,
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