FOR RELEASE TO I
FRIDAY, MAY 30,

Al ALDRESS

TOM C. CLARK

DY Qs )]"ﬁ:!

ATTORKNEY GENERLL OF 2 STATE

\riading 1-e- ~, r
T_.); it

SEVENTT-HINTH AINUAL MEMORIAL DAY EXFRCISES

NI TG P
PHITHEATHD

WASEINGTCY, D, C.

FRIDAY, MAY 30. 1947



Mr, Chairman, comrades, ladies and gentlemen:

Today, Americans reverently pause once more to observe "lemorial Day".
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Throughout this great land and under
on row, rise above consecrcicd ground, tribute is being paid to our velient
dead who sacrificed that the idsals of our couwntry wmight live.

In all ages people have paid tribute to their hero dead with flowers
and song. Our lemorial Day was instituted by General John A, Logan, when,
as Cormender=in=Chief of the Grand Arny of the Republic in 13868, he had
tlay 30 set aside to honor the memory of departed comrades of the Civil War
by decorating their graves.

As ﬁime marched on,»thg honored custom of paying tribute to the hallowed
dead of the Civil War has widened to embrace the heroes of all our wars who
have answered the roll call of the Eternal Comnender-in=Chief,

As we stand amidst the departed whose memory and sacrifices we honor,
let us pay heartfelt tribute to those wounded imericans in homes and in
hospitalse TFor them our fervent prayers go. Ve owe to them a debt of

.
gratitude that humble hands and hearts can nsver repay.

For us, the living, the Day has come to be regarded as an occasion that
should mark our rededication to the principles of the American way of life,
These principles which claimed the loyalty of Americans yesterday,
claim the same loyalty from us today, and will claim it from the generation

of tomorrow.

We are both trustees of the future, and inheritors of the paste We
dream of the future, we live and work in the present, but we learn eternal

truths from the past., And so we salute the heroes of yesterday who added
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Afteor centuries of effort to establish the worth and dignity of
the individual, the rights of mankind were mercilessly attacked b& the
forces of tyranny and dastruction.

For a century and a half, America's geogravhic isolation rendered
us safe from attacks Lying between the great atlantic and the mighty
Pacific, America thought herself secure. In her imagined'security5
she was caught asleep and almost brought to ruin by the destructive forces
that wreaked devastation upon the people of Europe.

There is still a clash of ideologies in the world today. However
t may be camouflaged, we cannot hide the fact, When democracy, as we
knew and live it, 1s chained, when thought is rigidly channeled, when
news 1s supprossed, when misrepresentation superscdes truth, when individual

liberty is dethroncd, then aggression, despobism and slavery follow in
their train, '

We cannot be indifferent to the tragic problems facing the world today.
That means indifference to the future of America and our own posterity.

The American dream came from the hearts and burdencd souls of millions
from all nations. It camc from thc hopes and aspirations of human beings
throughout the centurics.

Ameriga is not peffect, but the democratic ideal has sustained our
Natlion since its beginning. In our daily practices we ha;e on many
occasions,fallen short of the ideal, but in the long run we have been
moving in the direction of our goal. We must continue to move in that

direction,.

During the years following World War I, America, with awesome
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responsibility to a torn and expectant world and to her own troubled
people, almost lost her way, She followad isolationist by-paths that
cripoled our position in the world, made us lose the idealistic
objectives of World War I, and compeclled us to send the sons of the
veterans of that War into another conflict in defense of the ideals of
mankinde

Yes, America faltered at a crucial time in the history of the world.

The ideal of a world organized for peace was abandoned, before it was
fully formed, and we broke faith with those who slept in Flanders Field.

We again have the opportunity to hold high the torch and light the way
to a better world.

A wearied humanity is looking to America to lead them to a world of -
peace, and understanding, and happiness among men.

The common peorlz of America and of the world look to *Pig Nation as
their hopec. |

If wic fail now as we failed after World War I, civilization may not
get another ch@nce.

We have a covenant with the fubture, oeal:a with blood and sacrifice,
that this time we shall not fail.

Those to whom we pay tribute today showed us the way intothe future.

If we losg that way, our tributes to them are but hollow mockery.

And it could be said of us as of some others centuries ago:

"You dccorate the graves of the prophets of old, yet your present atti-
tudes prove that you are the spritual descendants of those who stoned the
prophots, You deccrate thelr sepulchres while youvdesecrate their principles.’

The Ameorican ideal contains no narrow isolationist's spirit, no national .

selfishness that would deny universal brotherhood of man,

This time we must not fail.
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We will not fail, America is determizned that there must be an endure

ing peace for peoples everywhere.
Hore at home, we have a job %o do.

"that cowmtry is the richest which

In the words of John Huskin,
nourishes the greatsst number of noble and heppy humen beings."

As we review the progress and achlevements, the jloriss and sacrifices
of those who fought and diad %o p?eservé and safeguard our princinles of
government,'vital and wdiminished, we realize that it is for us, the living,
to “e here dedicated to the unfinished work which they have thus far so
nobly advanced.,

We must be constantly alert to stamp outd antindemoératio tendencies,

We must watch for dangerous symptoms such as the abandonment of the
concept and practice of e@ual justice for all, "the placing of some groups
in a:perfected cilass of oitiéensai’ af the expense of other groups.”

lihen we express racial prejudice, ws are lacking in love for mankind,

Yle are concerning ourselves with the things that divide, not with those
things “that wnite.
Tﬁiﬁk kindly of yoﬁr ﬁeighbbr,ﬁspeak kindly of hinm and act kindly
toward him, is good advice to follow in our daily humen relationshins.’
In the face of aggression we zot together eand submerged most of our

-

minor differences, In the big issues, everybody came through.

153

You, comrades, did not hesitate to risk your own life for the sake of
a buddy. You didntt know what was his religious faith or whether he was en
industrialist or luborer = or whether he was wealthy or poor.

ind it wouldn't have made any difference, anyway.

s which came

Such a spirit was in keeping with our great Bill of Rig
dovnr to us from our forefathers. lie must be ever vizgilant to hand on to
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succeeding gensrations that Bill of Rights, not weakened, but deepencd and

strengthened, through daily recognition and practice of its principles lor

the protection of every Anerican citizen.
The greatness of America is grounded in enduring principles, not in

<

ndividuals,

[N

the transient desires of
Where

The ways of democracy are not contingent upon any single person.

one leaves off, another picks up and carries one

Man exists for a noment, but the principles of our national 1ife go

on forever.
Our American heritage is something more than a rich continent lying

It is somethiny bigger than a nation with vast resources.

between two oceans.
freedom = freedom of human aspiration. This

It is the American's idea of

£ democracy, of Jjustice, of opportunity, = of

freedom is the foundation of

‘ everything we’hold’dear.
Uoon us rests the obligation to prove worthy of the heritage that has f
‘ g
been handed dovm to us. o
reality.

ile must meke democracy a living
defend its institutions with the same

We must protect our country and

courage and devotion which our honored desd exenplified in the past.

Their task is ourse.

The job must be finished,
man and his family,

We must strive to secure economic freedom for every
girl in the land.

employment for every worlker, education for every boy and

lew modern homes must be built to wipe out the slums,

s
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We must do many other things that will build and wmaintain the health
of this couniry in the days of

happiness and security of

peaces
in which olxr children and thelr children will grow

‘We want a country
o@»i“gedom.

up in security, a land
We Americans ha?e a rﬁaleorV S0 do, a peace To achieve, a world to
rebuild, ’ .
The Vo1cps of Gloom in MAPrica sometimes tell us that fAmerica is no
t opportunity is dead, thalt democracy

ity - the

longer a land of opportuni
has outlived its useiulnesse
unheeded.

Such voices have been heard before « but hapnpi 1y‘"eﬁ
iing in the patert O”fice

n 1833, a clerk worli
t he was wasting his time on useless

e

Here in lashington

ul.l

resigned because he thought
patents, that there was no longer anything importent to be invented.

'!\.'l
Yet between that date and the present time, more progress has been

made in America then was made in all the world throa ‘hout e precedinb

centuries,
iz still the land where i%ts citizens can get joy out

America btoday
of achisvement and thrill cut of creative effort, both of wiich enrich

our country.
Americans today have undreamed-of opportunities in this land of

ginzle hwnan beinge.

freedom vhich releases the cnergies of every
srow as 1ts peoople grow. Iv will be as great as we,

The Hation will

ourselves, are greoat,
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This was true in the beginning of our historye. It will bs true in
our future, T

Our Eation?s strength will be. no greater- then that giﬁeg it by the
devotion and loyalty of its citizens., )

It will grow and realize its wondarful opportunities-as long as it
has loyalty and patriotic support from %he'rugged individuals who form
i?é citizenry.

e must have a faith to live and die for, end a faith to live by..
Basic in that faith to live by, is faith in men, end feith in ou}
country, and faith in God.

As a fitting close on this IIomofial Day, I want to rcpeat the last
wofds of our fallen Commander=-in-Chicf, Franklin D. Roosevelt, written
the day before he died, which says: | |

"The‘only limit to our realization of tomorrow will be our

doubts of today. :Let us move forward with strong and active

-

faith."
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