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Address by Jemes P. McGranery, ﬁttozney Generzl of the United States, at

ihe Opening of the United States Attorneys! lonference, Tuesday, June 10,
1952, Department of Justice, Washington, D.C.

LRI

TODAY Id OUR NATION'S CAPITAL I AM HAPPY TO WELCOME YOU, WHO ARE OUR
UNITED STATES ATTORWEYS, TC THE DEPARTMENT OF JUUTICE AND TO THIL VITAL
CONFEKENCE IN ORDER TO REVIEW THE ACTIONS OF THR PAST A¥D IN OEDER TO FORMULATY
RULES OF FUTURE ACTION FOR THE PUEPCEE OF PRESERVING THE INTEGRITY OF THE
ALAINIETRATION OF JUSTICE BY EFFECTIVE PROSECUTION OF THE VIOLATORS OF FEDERAL
LAWS .

AC WE BEGIN OUIL DELIBERATIONG, I XuOW THAT YOU JOIN WITH ME I¥ AJX
DIVINE GUIDMANCE FROM TdE ETERNAL SOURCE OF AULHORITY, WIL L4 WD JUSTICE.

WITH GOD'S HELP, Wi HILL PROCERD WITH COUR.GE snD VIGILAACE TO EdCOURLGE
RESPECT FOR VIRTUE &idD RELIGION sl TO RESTRAIN LAVLESSUESS AnD IMACRALITY
Id ACCORDANCE WITH THE SPIRIT OF THE CORLTITUTION LMD WITH DUE OBEEREVANCE oF
ITS BILL OF RIGHTS.

FAITHFUL OBS:ERVANCE OF THE DUTIEL OF PUBLIC CSERVICE DEM/NDE A RIGH
LEVEL OF S¥LF-SACRIFICY BLENDED WITH THE DaY-BY-DAY DEVGTION OF THY CITIZWI
HID THE PATRIOT. THE GOVELMMENTAL CFFICE-{ULDER MUST BE MOTIVATED BY THE
SPIRITUAL SATISFACTION OF CIVILIAN SERVICE OF CCUNTRY RLTHER THAN BY INTERE:T
IN MATERIAL REMWSLKDS. éERT!ﬁ.IEJLY ONE OF THE MO-T CAALLENGING POIITION., Gdd
OF Tif #40ST IMPORTINT POSTL OF IAFLUBNCE I& 1HAT OF THE UNITED STeTES ATTORNE!
-- WHO, &8 PROSECUTOK, HAS A UNIGUE RESPONSIBILITY Ii THE ENFQhCEMENT OF THE

FEDFRAL LAWS IN HIS DISTRICT.
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RESPFECT FOR LAW ON THE PART OF OUR CITIZENS GROWS IN DIRECT RATIO
TO ALERT, FAIR, CERTAIN AND VIGOROUS PROSECUTION BY THE REPRESENTATIVES OF
THE UNITED STATES DEPARTMENT OF JUSTICE,

TWC WEEKS AGO WHEN I TOOK MY OATH OF COFFICE, I MADE A STATEMENT --
PART OF_ WHICH I WISH TO REPEAT TO YOU TODAY:

"EQUAL JUSTICE UNDER LAW REQUIRES THAT VIOLATCRS - WHEREVER
THRY MAY BE FOUND - SHALL BN APFPREHENDED, PROSECUTED AND CORVICTED,
WITE DUE PROTECTION OF THEIR CIVIL RIGHTS AS GUARANTEED BY THE
CONSTITUTION. THIS WILL BE DONE: WITHOUT THE TERROR-EARVEST OF
THE WITCH-HUNT, AND WITHOUT THE TUMULT AND CHAOS THAT FOLLOW IN
THE WAKE OF SCARE HEAD-LINES AND IN.THE WAKE OF RECKIESS CHARGES
AND BASELESS ACCUSATIONS,

"THIS DEPARTMENT WILL FAITHFULLY PERFCRM ITS LAWFUL DUTIES
WITH DISPATCH AND DIGNITY., IT WILL. BE MY PURPOSE TO MAKT CERTATIN
THAT THE HIGH MORAL TONE OF THE DEPARTMENIT OF JUSTICE WILL REFLECT
THE BASIC PHILOSOPHY OF THE FOUNDING FATHERS,

"¥E WILL EVER STRIVE TO ACT IN ACCORDANCE WITH ETERNAL PRINCI-
PIES CF TRUTH AND JUSTICE, WITHOUT FEAR, FAVOR OR PREJUDICE.

"PRAYING FOR GOD'S HELP, I PLEDGE UNFALTERING DEVOTION,
INTEGRITY AND FIDELITY IN THY CONSCIENTIOUS FERFORMANCE OF MY

DUTIES AS ATTORNEY GENERAL OF THE UNITED STATES,"
IT IS MY EARNEST HCPE THAT I MAY COUNT UPON YOUR LOYAL, INTELLIGENT AND
CONSCIENTIOUS CO~OPFRATION IN THIS JOINT UNDERTAKING THAT Wi SHARE.
MY PURPOSE WILL BE TO GIVE WHATHEVER ADVICE, DIRECTION AND SUPERVISION
{ ARE NEEDED AND TO MAKE AVAILABIE TO YOU WHATEVER FACILITIES AND ASSISTANCE

ARE NECESGARY FOR THE PROPER PERFORMANCE OF YOUR TASKS.
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VHENEVER A COMPLAINT OF FEDFRAL LAW VIOLATION IS RECEIVED, THEKE ARE
IMMEDIATELY AVAILABLE A NUMBFR OF INVESTIGATIVE ACENCIES ATREADY ORGANIZED
AND FROFESSIOWALLY TRAINED FOR THE PURPOSE OF SECURING THE RELEVANT FACTS
WITHOUT BIAS AND WITHOUT PREJUDICE, AMONG THESE, WE NATURALLY THINK FIRST
OF THE STRONG RIGHT ARM OF THE DEPARTMENT OF JUSTICE, NAMELY, THE FEDERAL
BUREAU OF INVESTIGATION, UNDER THE INSPIRED DIRECTION OF ONE OF OUR NATION'S
GREATEST PUBLIG SERVANTS, J. EDGAR HOOVER,

IF, HOVEVER, THE CCMPLATNT HAS TO DO WITH VIOLLTICN OF I13 IGRATION OR
NATURALIZATICH LAVS, WE SEEK AID FROM THE INGPIGTORS OF THE IM/IGRATION AND
NATURLLIZATION SERVICE OF THIS DEPARTMENT., IF TUE IATTER IS A POSTAL VIOLATION,
THEN THE SPECIALIZED SERVICES OF THT POST OPFICE INSPECTORS ARE AVAILABLE, IF
TEE COMPLAINT IS G COUNTERZEITING OR FORGERY, THE SECRET SERVICE STENDS READY
TO MA¥E APPROPRIATE INVESTIGASTION. WHEN THERE IS 4 COMPLAINT OF A NARCOTICS
VIOLATION, THE SPECIALLY TRAINED AGENTS OF THE FUREAU OF NARCOTICS WILL IRVESTI=
GATE. VHERE A TAX ¥RAUD OR VIOLATION IS CONPLAINED OF, THE INTELLIGENCE AGENTS
OF THE BUREAU OF INTERWAL REVENUE, IN THE TRE/SURY DEPARTVMENT, ARE AVAILAELE
TO INVFSTIGATE.

ONCE THE FACTS HAVE BEEN PROTERLY ASCERTAIN:D, IF THEY COMSTITUTE
SUFFLCIENT EVIDENCE OF THE VIOLATION OF A FED'RAL LiV, THE UNITED STATES ATTORNE
MUST PROCEED TC PROSECUTE PROMPTLY AND VIGCROUSLY. IF, HOWEVER, THE FACTS

INDICLTE INMOCENCE OF SUCH VIOLATION, THE UNITED ST/TES LYTCRNEY SBCULD HOT
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HESITATL. TO STATE THIS CONCLUSION, IN THL .ViMT THAT THEKE I. DOIBT, THE
DOUBT SHOULD BE RESOLVLD bY rFRuS.TING THE WVIDLNCR TC THL GRAND JUKY.

IN THIS CONMNECTION, I WISH TO CALL YOUX ATTLiTION TO THE FEI R.PO.T
OF & UNITED STATES ATTCRNEY 'S DECISION MOT TC PROSECUTE 4 CASE, EiCE SUCH
KEPORT SETS ¥ORTH YOUR REASONS FOst DECLININC TQ POSECUTE, IN sLL IN.TANCLS,

I COMEND THIS PROCEDURE, SINCT IF, AFTER INVE-TIGATION, PROSECUTIOM IS NGT
INITIATED, THIS DECISION SHOULD BE MADE ONLY APTER LUFFICIENT, REASONED
CONSIDERATION; AND THE BASIS OF THE DECISION LHOULD BE & MATTER OF RECCLD.

EACH UNITED STATES ATTORNLY _HOULD CHECK HIS DOCKLT. AT RiLGULAK
INTRRVALS, AT LEAST EVERY SIX MONTHS: AND IN ALL CASES i/HICH HAVE BEEN FENDING
COURT ACTION FOR AN UNREASOWABLE HRIOD (FOR ENAGPLE, SIX MONTHS), HE SHOULD
TAKE PR MPT ACTIOW ¢OR THEIR SIPEEDY DISPOSITION. THE FACTS O NC:tRWING THE
REASON FOR SUCH DELAY MUST BE REPORTED TO ME IMMEDIATELY.

PROSECUTI ‘N MUST BE INSTITUTED FROMPTLY AND UNFAILINGLY AGAINST THGEE
WHC COMMIT PERJURY AND 'ITH ENUALLY UNFAILING CERTAINTY AGAINIT THOSE WHO
COMMIT SUBORNATION OF PERJUKY, FAILURE TO FROSECUTE SUCH OFFENDERS HAS 'EAKENED
THE F BRIC OF CRIMINAL TRIALS - & FABRIC THAT H GULD Bi “*OVEN ONLY OF THL THREAD
OF TRUTH AND JUCTICE., OUR COURT PROCESSES ARL BASED UPON THE PRESUIPTIORN THAT

o
TESTIIONY WILL Bl RECEIVED ONLY UNDER OATH AND THE TRUTH OF THE FACTS TESTIFIED
TO «ILL EE SAFEGUARDED BY RESPECT AND REVERENCE iOR TH.T OATH.

IT IS WELL TO REMEVBER THAT ALL HO ARE IN THE FIELU OF LAW=inNFORCEVLNT
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OWE AN OFTEN-OVERLCOKED DEET TO THE PUBLIC WHOC UNDERTAKE THE OBLIGATIONS OF JURCRS,

WHC ACT AS WITNESSES AND WHO VOLUNTEER INTCRM:/TION AS TO VIOLATIONS OF THE LAW,
JUST £S WE RELY UPON PUBLIC CO~OPERATION, SO WE HAVE AM OBLIGLTION TO KEEP FAITH
WITH THOSE WHO PROVIDE CONFIDENTIAL INFORM.TION, IN “CCORDANCE WITH THE INSTRUC-
TIONS OF THE DEPLRTMENT OF JUQTICE EVERY UNITED STATES ATTORMEY MUST PROTECT IN
COMPLETE CONFIDENCE THE REPORTS OF THE FBI AND OF OTHER INVESTIGLTIVE AGENCIES.
S/FEGU.RD TFE RELATIONSHIP OF THE CITIZEN WHO HAS FULFILLED HIS DUTY TO THE
REFUBLIC BY CO-OPERATING TO VOLUNTEER VITAL [IND CONFIDEHTIAL DoTA, THJURY CR
DELTH CAN RESULT TO THE THFORMANT YIIOSE IDENTITY IS CARELESSLY REVELLED.

AT THE CONCLUSION OF THIS CONFERENCE WHEN YOU RETURN TO YOUR RIESPECTIVE
DISTRICTS, I SHALL /8K YOU TOQ CBSERVE THE FOLLOWING PROGR/M OF ACTION INSOFAR
AS IT AFFECTS THE CONDUCT OF YOUR OFFICES, N/MELY:

FIRST. TIE UBITED STATES ATTCRNEY iND VIS STAFF SHOULD XE AVAILIBLE
TWENTY~-FOUR HOURS EACH DAY FOR DECISIONS KD OPINIONS IN ORDER

THAT THE PROCESSES COF JUSTICE MAY NOT BE HINDERED OR DEL.YED.

SECOND. - THE UNITED STATES ATTORKEY SHOULD TRAIN, :(DVISE ND DIRECT HIS
STAFF IN ORDER TO IMPROVE CONSTANTLY THE PERFORM:NCE OF HIS

ASSISTINTS,

THIRD, ALL REPORTS WILL BE PROMPTLY REVIEWED BY THE DIVISIONS OF THE
DEPLRIMENT OF JUSTICE IN WASHINGTON IN ORDER TG DETEEMINE

LDEQUACY /ND PRCPRIETY OF THE ~CTION TLKEN,

FOURTH, THE OFFICE OF THE ATTORNEY GENER.L WILL SCHUTINTZE LLL CLSES
INVOLVING CHLRGES CF GRAFT, CORRUPTION OF GOVERNMENT.L
EMPLOYEES OR OFFICIALS WITH EMPHASIS ON PROMPTNESS AND

PROPRIETY OF ACTION T/KEN,
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FIFTH, EVERY CASE WHERE NCLLE PROS 15 TC Ef RECOMIENDED SITALL
FIRST BE REVIEWED AND APPROVED BY THI DEPARTMENT Or JUSTICE
AND A RECCRD WILL BE MAINTAIKED HERE A5 TO THE REASONS rFCR

SUCH ACTION.

SIXTH, IF ANY ATTEMPT IS #ADE BY ANYONE TO INFLUENCE THE DECISION
OR TC IWFLUEZNCE ANY OTHER ACTION IN THESE ATTERS ABOVE-
MENTIONED, THE UNITED STiTES ATTORNEY IS OIRECTED TO SUBMIT
A FULL REPCRT TO THE ATTORNEY GENERAL /ND TO DISCLOSE THEREIN

THE IDENTITIES OF THOSE SEEKING TC EXERT 3UCH INFLUENCE.

SEVENTH. REMEMBER TC BE EVER VIGILANT TO GU/RD SHD PROTECT THE CIVIL

RIGHTS Of ALL INDIVIDUALS I ACCCRD/NCE 7ITH THE CCONSTITUTICH.

EIGHTH. THE UMITED ST/TES LTTORNEY ¢iUST BE COHTIHDOUSLY ALERT /ND POISED

TO PROSECUTEZ TPON IIUFORIL/TICH AND EVIDENCE OF SUBVERSIVE

1

ACTIVITIES. THE CERTALNTY Of LAW CONSTITUTES ITS GRE.TEST

SEVERITY, LND FORCES TWE RESPECT OF THOSE “MO “OULD DENY

"L EF#ICIENCY OF THE REPUBLIC.HN FOR¥ CF GOVERMNIENT,
THE FOREGOING PROGR:iM Ci /CTICN 'WILL PROVIDE LANDMARKS FOR GUIDANCE
DURING THE PERIOD Oy THE FUTURE EBEGINNING IMMEDIATELY AFTER THIS CONFERENCE.
IN ADDITION, I SHALL READ TO YCOU THE OUTLINE FOR i COMFIDENTIAL REPCRT

TC BE SENT TC ME PROMPTLY /ND PERSON/LLY.
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UnITER CT 300 ATTOR.ZY WILL LUEMIT TO THE ATTORHEY GAUIERIL, PRRSOUSLLLY, ON

‘.
o

0Or. BisFORE

PGINTE OF

}"_\.

JURE 27, 1952 [ CONFIDENTILL REPORT COVEREINCG THE FOLLOWING EAUMER.LTED

et e o mepn
JUPOIMATION IN Tl o

ERCE HERZ-IN 0T FORTH:

o THE MATURE JHD EXTEHT OF T PRIVITT PRACTICE OF
1.) THE USITED &TuTES ATTORNEY

2.) TOE LSSTIETENT UNITED STLTZ0 ATTORAEYS

B. THE [MOUHT OF TIHD NOW EEGUIRED TC BE DEVOTED BY TilF

UNITED: LTATES ATTORAEY A9D ErCH ASEILTLNT TO:

.} BUSINESS OF THE GOVERNMENT

Lo THE BAMES OF ALL LeWYHER UG ARE WOW OR U0 HAVI RBELY gINCY

JANUARY 1, 1947 OF COUNCEL IN C.ORS INVOLVING THZ USITED

THER CRIAINLL, CIVIL OFE ADMIBALTY

AND WHD AR

1.) PUBLIC OFFI ‘LQLS IW ;Y BRANCH oF THE GOVERNMENT: -
FEDER:L, STATE® OR MUNICIPAL, WileTHER LuGL: LATIVE

OR EXECUTIVE.

2.) IN PARTWERSHIP OR »StCCILTED WIT. PUBLIC OFFICIALS:

O MUWICIP/L, WHETHE: LIGISLATIVE

EAT OF JUSTICKE,

P RN > -y iFOTIT DR
3.} FORMER E/FLOYEES OF THT DEPER

8. CUMMLRIZE ALL TUE ABOVE-CITUD CABE:, IHOLULING DATW., PEETINERT

FiCTs LD DIGPOLITION THE
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THIRD:

FOURTH :

LICT LLL COMPLAINTS AND ALL CASES NOW PENDING IN THE

OsFICE: LI'CLUDE D.LTES AMD ULL PERTIVENT DLTA,

RECOMENDATIONS SECULD BE M.DE .8 TO SUGGESTED METHODS,

PROCFDURES OR COURSE OF LCTION TC IUCREASE THE E 'FICIENCY
OF THE OFFICE OF THE UNITED ST.TES ATTCRNEY. FCILOWING

SUCH RECCM ENDATIONS, REFORT IN DETAIL - (IN ADDITICH TO

THE FCREGOING C/SES) =~

LLL CASTS OF TRIBERY AND O TUX-EVASION 40D ANY FEDFRAL
VIOULTICONS WHICH GIVE EVIDENCE OF CRIMITLYL COHSPIRLCY
TO AIE AND LPET VICE AND VEICE SUGGEST THE LCTIVITY

CF ORGANIZED CRIMI WEETHER COI'ICTED WITH HCRSE-RLCING,
BOLING, OTHFR SPCRTING LVIENTS, OR G ELING LND WHICH

NDICLTE L CROUP ATTITUDE OF DISRESTECT CF OUR FEDERAL

.
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