
Addrest:. by Jarees P. l'lcGrcmery, Attorn8Y Gener<·.l of the United Statfls, [,t 
the Opening of the United titates Attorneys' Conference, Tuesd~y, June 10,. 
1952, Depf.',rtment of Justice, Wn:::!1ington, D.C. 

TOD.t>Y Ii:~ OUR NATION IS CAPI'rAL I 1\H HAPPY TO HELGOME YOU, I,,,"HO i\RE OUR 

mUTED STATES AT'l'ORJ.-iEY;:;, TO THE DEPARTNE'NT OF JULTIGE Ju~D TO THr: VITIIL 

RULES OF ~~UTURE l\CT'ION FOR THE PUE.POt)E 01'\ PREbERVIHG THE H!TEGE.ITY Cjii' THE 

AD.HNISTR1~TrOi"J OF JU~TICE BY f.::FFEC'I'IVE PRU3ECT!TION OF' THE VIOLi;.'I'ORS OF fED!~R;,.II 

LAWS. 

DIVINE; GUIDfti~CE l"R011 '1''111£ ErEFHAL 80UhCE OF f'-lJ'lHOli.ITi, 1:L. j;(J::i :iH) JU~3TleE. 

IT~; BILL OF RIGHI'S. 

FJiITHFUL 08S..:~HVj'JWg OF THE DUTIE~) OF PUB1IC OERVICE DErft!'i'WS A HIGH 

LEVF:r.. OF ~;ELF-SLC!UFI<':B BLr:::NDED l.HTH THE Dl'.Y-BY-DAY DEVOTIOtl OF TH'f<2 CrfI71'~d 

. 	 Aim TaE PATRIOT. THE GOVELNf"LEN'IAL Oli"F'ICE-ddLDEFl Nl.nT B~ !VIGTIVi.T1W BY T!m 

SPIRITU;,L ;::!.TISF i,STrON OF CIVILI iil~ SEnVIC~~ OB" CCUNTRY nLTHER THieN BY INTERi~::S 

IN Hf;TEPIi;L REV;,RD8. CEHTi.IW:"Y om.!: OF THE j.f(':''I' G:!I.LLEl~GIi:~G PU:I'i'IDi.J;, l)rm 

-- HHO, AS PRObECUTOE, EM: Ii UNn~UE RESPONSIBILITY ItJ THE Ei'JFOhCEIvlENT OF Tm: 

F'EDERf,L LI.WS IN HIS DISTRICT. 
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RESPECT FOR LA.lv ON THE PAR/I' OF OUR GITIZENS QRmm IN DIRECT RATIO 

TO ALF...RT, FAIR, CERTAIN MID VlGOHOUS PROSECU'l'ION BY TItl1: REPRESENI'ATIVES OF 

THE UNITE'D STATES DEPlillTMb':NT OF JUs/rICE. 

T\.1O WFJEKS AGO \-mEN I TOOK MY OATH OF OFF'ICE, I MADE A STATEM1~NT .. 

PART OF \mICR I WISH TO REPEAT TO YOU TODAY ~ 

"EQUAL JUSTICE UNDER L'\1{ REQUIR.~~S THAT VIOLATORS - l-JHE.REV11.:::R 


TlTI~Y 'MAY BE FOUND .. SHALL ~ APH~EHENDF.D,PROSEcurlD AND COINICTED, 


WITH D~ PROTE:CTION OF THEm CIVIL RIGHTS AS GUlillANTF,ED BY THE 


CONSTITUTION. 'l'RIS WILL DE: OONE: l-lITHOUT TEE TI!:RROR -ltARV1~S'r Oli' 


THE HITCH-HUNT, AND WI'l'HOUT THE TUMULT luID CHAOS THl\T FOLL0t4 IN 


THE vlAIm OF SCARE HEAD-LINES AND IN. THE W~~ OF RECKIESS CIL'.RGES 


AND BASED~SS ACCUSATIONS. 


"THIS DEPi\RTMEWr WILL FAlrt'ffii'ULLY PERFORM ITS IAWFUL DillIES 


WITH DISPATCH AND DIGNITY. IT \-lILL BE MY PURPOSE TO MAKE CJ:1RTAIN 


TIL'lT THE HIGH MORAL TONE OF THE DEPAHTH]i~m' OF JUSTICE WILL REFLECT 


THE Bb.SIC PHILOSOPHY OF THE FOUNDING F'ATHERS. 


IJ~IE WILL EVER STRNE TO ACT IN ACCORD.llNC}I~ i-lITH l£TERNAL PRINCI­

PLES OF TRUTH AND JUS/fICE, WITHOUT E'EAR, FAVOR OR IJREJUDJCE. 

I1PRAYn~G FOR GOD 'S m~Ll') I PLEOOE UNFALTJl-1UNG Dl!."'VOTION, 


INTEGHITY AND FIDELITY IN TIm CONSCIENTIOUS PERFORMANCE OF J-fY 


Du'T]]~S liS ATTORNEY GEID::RAL OF THE UNITED STATES. II 


IT IS MY El\RNEST HOPE THAT I MAY COUNT UPON YOUR LOYALl llJTETLIGENT AND 

CONSCll-:I'lTIOUS CO·OPERATION IN THIS JOINT UND~TAKING TMT WE SH1\,RE. 

MY PURPOSE WILL BE TO GIVE vlRATl!.""VEH ADVICE, DIREC'llION AND SUPERVISION 

ARE NJl:EUED AND TO 1<1.A.KE AVI\IL:\:m..;E TO YOU WHATEVl"i!R FiI.CILITIES AND ASSISTAl'TC.E 

ARE NECESSARY FOR THE I'ROPER PERFORMANCE OF YOUH TASKS. 
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1 ±.. 
HHI!:NEVER A COHPLAINT OF lEDF.RAT" LAW VIOLA'!' ON IS RECEIVED, THERE ARE 

INHEDIATELY AVAIl.ABLE A nUNBFR 0]' INVESTIGATIVE A(!·ENCIES ALREADY ORGANIZED 

AND pnOFESSIO~TALLY TRAInED FOR THE PPHPOSE OF SECURING THE RELEVANT FACTS 

WITHOUT BIAS AND \~ITHOnT PRE.JUDICE. ANONG THE~E, t··IE NATURALLY T1UNK FIRST 

01" THE STRONG RIGHT ARl1 01" THE DEPAHTPENT OF JUSTICE, NAlfELY J THE FEDERAL 

BUREAU OF INVESTIGATION, UNDER TEE INSPIRED DIRECTION OF ONE OJ oun NATION'S 

GREATEST PUBLIC SERVANTS, ..T. EDGAR HOOVER. 

IF, HOV.fEVER, THE COJviPLAINT HAS TO DO iUTH VIOLLTION OF IE IGH.l"TION OR 

Nl':TURALIZ!.TICN U.'V!S, WE SEE1( l~ID FROM TIn: nl~~PECTORS OF' THE D1!·r,IGRhTION AND 

NliTURn,IZATION SERV!CE OF THIS DEP/,RTllliNT. IF' THE E.<\TTER IS .r. POSTAL VIOLATION, 

THEN TIm SPECI:1LIZED SERVICES OF' TE!? POST Ol"PICE INSPECTORS ARE AVAILABLE. IF 

TEE COMPLAINT IS O;i' COUNTl~rQEITING OR FORGERY, THE E~ECF-F.T SEEVICE STANDS HEADY 

TO ~1Al'E APPROPRI1.TE INVESTIGflTION. HHEN THERE IS J~ CONPLAHTT O.f A N,\RCOTICS 

VIOU\TION, THE SPECIJ1LLY TRAINED AGENTS OF THE BUREf.lJ OF HARCOT~CS UILL INVES1'I';" 

GATE. '[ATHERE A TAX F'R11UD OR VIOLATION IS COf1P Lj;,P1ED OF, THE INT.b~L!..IGE~TCE J'iGEl'!TS 

OF THE BUREfiU OF pITERm~L REVEHUE, IN THE TRE:..sURY DEPARTHENT, ARE AVAIIJ.BLE 

TO INVESTIGATE. 

ONCE THE F'ACTS HiJ.VE BEEN PROPERLY ASCER~nnJr.D, IF THEY conSTITUTE 

SUFFlCIENT EVIDENCE OP THE VIOLATION OF A FED":"Fl.L Lii.vl, THE UNITED STLTES ATTORNID 

NUST PROCEED TO PROSECUTE PROHPTLY AND VIGCROUSLY. Iii', HOWEVER, THE FACTS 

INDIC!..TE INNOCENCE OF SUCH VIOIJ~TIONt THE UNITED STJ'TEf: L'J'TORNEY SHOULD !JOT 
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HESITATE TO STAn; ThIS CL1NC1USION. IN TEL:"ll~NT THilT THEf(E.; I. DO: fET, THE 

DOUBT SHmlLD BE fiESOLVLD bY J'R;~;.sl.' 'THIG THE b\!I1)LNCE TO "fBi.!; GRAND JULY. 

IN THIS CONNECTION, I lJJISH TO CALL YOUH AT'n:;iTION TO TJ-fE FBI ILPO;,'l' 

OF P UNITED STATES ATTORNEY'S DECISION !'JilT TO PROSECUTE A C!:"SE. E"~CH .:)UCH 

REPORT SET.S FORTH YOUR REASONS rOif DECLINING TO Pi'·OSECUTE. IN ALL Ill. Tl'.1"ICLS, 

I COMl'lEND THIS PROCEDURE, SINCr: IF, AFTER INVE' .TIGATIOt,1, PROSECUTIml IS NOT 

INITIATED, THIS DECI')ION SHOFLD BE ~L'~DE ONLY i~FTEE ~_ UF'!,'ICIENT, REi\SO~ED 

CONSIDERATION; AND 'rHE BASIS OF THE DECISION ",HOULD BE J... N/1TTEF~ OF HECUHD. 

EACH UNITSD STATES !\TTORNI~Y~H01iLD CHECK HIS DOCl<E:r.. AT Ri':,GULAH. 

INTfo,RVALS, AT LEAST EVEHY SIX r10NTHS: f~ND IN /·LL Cj\.SES ilHICH HAVE Bl;J~N FENDING 

COURT ACTION FOR AN UNREb.SONABLE 'L!1IOD (Fon E:'Ai:PLE, SIX NONTHS) -' HI~ ;~HOUW 

TAKE PR 'NPT ACTION ;;'OH THEIn 8PEt<;DY DISPOSITION. THF.. FACTS C; ,~C!RNING TH!~ 

REAson .FOnC:UCH DELAY MUST BE REPOHTED TO rifE INMEDII;,TELY. 

PROSECUTI 'N rIDST m: INSTITUTED FROJPTLY AND UNFAILINGLY AGAINST THOSE 

hlHO CONNIT PF:HJURY AND '1TH EnUALLY UNFAILING CERTAINTY AGAIN.~ T l'HOSE I!HO 

CONHIT SUBOHNATION Oi:' PERJTJhY. {<'AlumE TO li(OSECUTE SUCH OFFENDERS HliS'EAKEKED 

THE F.BfiIC OF CRHUNI\L TRIALS ... A F.~BRIC TH!I,T :~H OULD BL ','OVEN ONLY OF THL THREAD~' 

OF TRUTH A~lD JU::TICE. OUR cmffiT PROCESSES ARE BASED UPON THE PiWSUi lPTI0N THAT 

TESTII';ONY HILL BE HECCIVED ONLY UNDER 01\TH AND THE TRUTH OF THE FACTS TESTIFIED 

TO "JILL BE SAFEGUARDED BY RESPECT AND REVERENCE i:'OR TH"T OATH. 

IT IS \TELL TO REJvm:t1BER THAT ALL ;rw fiHE IN THE; fIELlJ OF iJHv-GJ'Jr"OHCETI[i;,NT 
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O\VE AN OFTEN-OVERLOOKED DEfsT 'TO 'l'HE PUBLIC v!HO mmERT!'Jill THE OBLIGATIONS OF JURORS, 
i 
i 
! 

~ 
, WHO ACT f.S 	 ~1rITNESSES I.ND WHO VOLUNTEER Ii'lFOre,L'.TION liS TO VIOLATIONS OF THE LAl.J. 

r- JUST 1$ HE REI,Y UPON PUBLIC CO-OPERATION, SO \'JF, HJ~VE All OBLFH,.'liION TO Y.EEP Fl.ITH 

lHTH THOSE "'THO PROVIDE CONFIDENTIAL INFOH.!'1:.TION. IN :,CCOHD.f..NCE T;TITH THE E~STRUC-

TrONS OF THE DEP:.RTMENT OF JUSTICE, EVEry UNITED ST!3ES ;'..TTORNEY M1JST PROTECT IN 

COI1PLETE CONFIDENCE THE REPORTS OF THE FBI Ism OF O'l'HSR INVESTIGLTIVE !~GEt,~Cn~s. 

S!:.FEGU:.RD TPE REI,f.TIONSHIP OF TIm CITIZEN FHO HAS FULFILLED HIS DUTY TO THE 

REPUBLIC BY CO-OPER1.TING TO VOLUNTEER VITt.L :.ND CONFIDE1'!TIl.L n:.Tf.. IN,nmY OR 

D~!.Ta Cfl.N RESFLT TO Tfl.s IilFORHANT UHOSE IDENTITY IS Cl.RELESSLY RiWE:.LED. 

AT THE COHCJJ:rSION OF THIS CONFERENCE l'flJEN YOU RETURN TO youn RESPECTIVE 

DISTRICTS, I SHLLL I.SIC YOU TO CBSEHVE TJ:!E FOLLOHING PROGRtN OF LCTION INSOF.-m 

f.8 IT AFFECTS THE CONDUCT OF YOUR OFFICES, N:Y£LY: 

--FIRST. 	 T:IE UNITED ST;.TE5 !.TTCRNEY i.ND !:IS ST.\FF SHOUU) :5E J'.vr.!Lf.BLE 


ThTENTY-FOUR EOURS E!~CH DAY FOR DECISIONS'J'~D OPINIONS IN ORDER 


THi.T THE PROCESSES OF J~JSTICE M:.Y NOT BE HTNDEHED ,:)R DEL:_YED. 


~. 	 THE UNITED STISE.S ATTOR1~EY SHOULD TR;<.IN, :'.DVI~.E :.ND DIRECT HIS 


ST!:.FF IN ORDER TO TI1PROVE CONS1':.~·JTI/Y THE PERFOHI"1LNCE OF HIS 


J.SSISTLNTS. 


ALL REPORTS 	 "lILL BE rROHPTLY REVI~t-JED BY TEE DJVISIm:s nF THE 

DEP1.RTr1ENT 	 OF JUSTICE IN l!J~:SHINGTOlJ IN OHDER TO DETERJ'1INE 

f':.lJEQUACY :.rlD 	 PHOPRIETY OF TEE I.eTION Tf.KEN. 

FOl'RTH. 	 THE OFFICE OF TEE I~TTOR!71Y GENER"'.L 1.f1LL SChUTIrnZE I.LL C}.SES 


INVOLVING CrIfJ"WES OF GR:.FT, CORRUPTION OF GOvr:Jlbr;"1EHT:~L 


El-1PLOYEES OF. OFfICI:~LS HITH EHPHl.SIS ON PIWHPTNESS AND 


PROPftIETY OF :'C1'ION Ti.KEN. 
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EVEny CASE 1l1HEHE NOLLE Pl10S J J TO 

FIRST BE HEVIE1'JED A1-JD APPROVED BY TH2: DEPARTI"iENT Or' JUSTICE 

AND A REeOHD 14ILL BE ?·'IAINTAIHED HERE ;lS TO THE REASONS fOR 

SUCH ACTION. 

SIXTH. 	 IF A~JY ATTErJn?T IS .i-LADE BY ANYONE TO INFLUENCE THE DECISION 

OR rro INFLUENCE ANY OTHER ACTION 

l'JiENTIONED, THE UEITED ST LTES AITORNEY .c)IHECTED TO SUBi.'liIT 

A FULL REPORT TO THE ATTORI'./EY GENERAL IND TO DISCLOSE THEREIN 

THE IDEN1'ITIES OF THOSE SEEKING TO EXEHT SUCfI I NFLUE~,JCE. 

SEVENTH. 	 REr:iJEHBER Te BE EVER VIGIL.ANT TO GUIRD :.ND PROTECT THZ CIVIL 

HIGHTS OF INDIVIDTJ;!.LS Il\~ ACCORDLNCE '1"ITH THE CONSTITUTION. 

EIGHTH. 	 THE U'I-JITED S11.TES LTTORITEY l'iU3T BE CO!·rrIlHJOU0LY ALERT LND POISED 

TO PROSECUTE UPOr-: I:~lOR~JTIOI,l lJID E'.,·'IDENCE OF 5T}BVERJIVE 

fI.CTIVITIES. THE CERT/,II,JTY Oli' LN.'; CONSTITUTES ITS GHE,;'.TES'r 

SEVERITY, LND FORCES TEE RESPECT OF THOSE -,lEO l)OULD DE1T[ 

T:·:E EFiICIEHCY OF THE REPUBLIC1'.N FORH Of GOVE2NLEHT, 

THE FOREGOING PROGRLN Clll' {eTION T'JILIJ PR.OVIDE Ll\NDr([l~KS FOR GUIDfl.NCE 

DURING 	 PERIOD Oli' THE 1t'UTURI~ BEGINNING Ii.'l'1EDILTELY t:.FTER THIS CONFERENCE. 

IN !~DITION, I SHALL RELD TO YOU TH8 OiJTLIUE FOR i. CONFIDENTIJ.L HEPORT 

TO BE SENT 	 TO HE PR01\'iFTLY LND PERSON/LLY. 
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1.) 	THE UiJITED E;T.(:.TEG ATTOFUJEY 

~.) 	 PEIVI.TE PRLCT:CE 

I. 

1 ~) 	 PUBLIC ;JFFICI;LS IN ;·:ay BRiJ,ICH ,_IF THE; GOVEI\Nf1ENT: 

FEDERi~, STb.TE OR HUl'TICIPJ:JJ, '!Trf~Ti1EB. L·2Gr.'Lj~TIVE 

OF. EXECUTIVE. 

on 	EXI~C-UTIV:f. 

http:PEIVI.TE


;R.E~LIDATIGNS SHOULD BE F.f~DE ;'1$ TO SUGG.€!3rrED NET:hODS, 

PROCEDURES OR COUnSE OF LCTIOE TO I:TCREL.SE THE E "FICIE~\!CY 

OF THE OE'FICE 01 THE UNITED STLTE2 ;~TTORNEY. F'OT LOl.rING 

SUCH nECot·~ :ENDATIONS, i1E?ORT IN DET!~IL - (Pi l.. DDITIC!,J TO 

THE }'CREGr)lHG Cl.SES) -: 

1'.LL Cl~SE5 Olil ~:;RIBERY ~'~ND 0 [11 T~'~l{-EVLSION fl.~JD I~~!'l' E'EDJ:~PJi.L 

VIOL I..TIONS WHICH GIVE EVIDEECE OF CHIEr!.L'"I, CONS~IHiJ.CY 

Iro AID I~ND ~·.PET VICE liND l"EICE SUGGEST THE i"CTIVITY 

OF ORGllNIZED eRD·IE: HhETHER CO!TJ~~CTED WITH HCRSE-RLCING, 

BOXIHG, OTHF.R SPCRTING I~VS.NTS, OR G/J ELING LND \tlHICH 

INDIC..·~T}E ;'~ GROUT-> ;.TTITUDE OF DI3RES':'ECT 07 OUR :rED?F.AL 
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