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th~ :~p6rta:rit 
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"C'6nference to 'the 'Capital'" "Ydtir ci:nnue.l'me!et1ng 'is atl 'otie 
., 

in 

our lives, and particularly nine, for I am priYileged to appear Jb;~f~i"'e ':you 

'aiJ.d, ini'a sense',' render' an·'~~cotihtlng 'of my':"'ste~al~dship as the chief law 

officer of ~t~ Government 0 , 'That I "have t'ried t6"clo ',~ f.ri~my'~;eting's \~ith the 

CoIlference, " 

~ r. • 
"'I speak toriig'ht 'not"only for those who ate here;' I speak~a.5:w~ll for 

.' 

the 
;", 

lawyers of "Amei"ica~ rio matt'er how much success may come to' 'c1.' plea'der at 

the bar, in wealth or in glory, the full measure of his achievemeritcomes 

'~lhen he mai' place upon his 5ho1.i10er8 the honored robe of judicial office. 

This"'rob~ of office brings to' a la."~lfer not honor alone. 'It places 

upon' hL"Il;in no' smaller degree, the sacred t;rust and highest responsibility 

befbre 'God 'and his fellow men to render justice' to all, without'favor and 
". .:, . 

without prejllClice~ but with jealo~ loyalty to the basic principle of our 

legal system, the supremacy bf'law o~er the ri'ches or power 6f men. 

Our courts ar'~"~the chosen gua~dians' or' one of the most precious of 

our liberties--.the essential dignity of"the ind:biidual before the law, and 

his ffunalie~a.ble right j
, as a tree 'man in a free nation to enjoy the'deyoted 

protection by the courts of th~ full heritageo{'the American': way of life. 

In his great work on t'he La\~ ~o;f' th~ Cort~ti~iio~;&. Dicey said that 

the'''proclamation in a constitUtion or 'charter or any right "gives of itself 

but sli'ght security that the right has mor~ thana nominal existence. If Last 

,:: week all ot us observed the one' 'ilundred sixtie'th anniversa~j of our 

Gonsti tution, a' truly inspired' dOClimeht. The' inherent vitality of the' 'rights 

assured by that Constitution d~pends oil ~the iridividi1al to', glvethem full 

meaning and substance. Individual freedom is measured by the insistence of 



eyery American upcn the ;i..nviolab~l:tty, of these :r:ights', coupled with the 
• ... 4 ., ~ • '£ •• " 

constant independe~ce of our .judicia~J in according these rights full pro~ 
i.'".·.· . ' ',' 

tection'. 
',: ,. : 

A judge, as Mr. Chief Justice I'1arshall put it., "has to pass 1HHf-between 
., ""':" .,' ' .. ,!.. .. I( 

the :rr~ost powerful individual.. in the comntmity and the poo'rest and most un­
': ;.. -:. , :., • \ 'I • I, ..... t • --,' .' • ,"': ­

popular. It is of the last importance that in the performance of these duties 

he should observe the. utmost fairness, ~~H}that he shquld be rendered perfectly 
'" '.. : ,'" "f' 't. • 

and completely independent, with n~thing to control him but God and his 
• l ~'. • 

conscience. It 
':: .' ,.

I know of no tribut~ to our judiciar,y greater than this: that it has 

met this tes·t and has fulfilled its trust$ In days of stress, under the im­
.' t' 

.payt of wartime emergencies, when even the cit1:-zen was at times willing to 
. .. . , " . '\ .

•. t' • 

y;ield~o.the pressures of the day and ,the, temptation was great for th~ courts 
.!'... ',..' ',". : 

to yield as well, our judiciary did not forego its ¢.evoti.on to'its trust. 
, ( '. . . 

, " 

The victor.y of arms was not the only victor.y, for the American heritage re­

mained unimpaired. We owe to our courts much of that victory0 

It is~ot enough fo~ us to exp~ess trib~te to the ~merican judiciar.y 

in words alone 0 , We la'wyers1 especially. we Government lawyers, also bear the 
" , , ,'" :, : .' ' .. ,I '. 

du~y to ?arry. ou~ in full the, tru~t ve:;;ted in us .to assure subst~ tial justice 

to all, and by so doing render honor to the judiciary'.. ~ , .', . . 

'. .. . 


As a 
. 
general r'LUe, the Governl1lent laV'l,Y'er has a dua.l function. As . ~ , .' , '. ~. .. . 

l~gal adviser to administrative official~., frequently, as ,an admi!l;istrative 

officer hirnse~f, he is call~~ upon: to deterrainethe rights and privileges of 

citizens e In this capacity the government lawyer must contin~e to follow our 
, , t ~ • , ~ .' • I> ' "',' .,', '. ..' ) , 

judiciary in rendering equal jus~ice to all~ 
....., ,! 

The second aspect of a Govermnent laWy'er's 'work is to act as counsel 

for the United 
" 

states in the courts of the lando In this respect the 

http:evoti.on


Att.orney General has a special responsibility for the direction and supervision 

of the litigation of the Um_ted states" I am happy and propel that in tris re­

gard we enjoy the confidence of the judiciary 0 Certainly we tF.f to win our 

cases: tha t is the duty of ev'ery lawyer. But the government wins when justice 

-is done and that is our objective w We are counsel for the people of the United 

states - for a nation of free meno It is most heart-w8.r1i1ing for a Government 

lawyer to do his work vath the knowledge that the court thinks of him not only 

as an advocate but as a "friend of the COUl"t. It 

We rise, therefore, as the represent.atives of our profession, in honor 

to you and through you to all the courts of our nation. 
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