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Attol~ey General J. 

Federal Court in San Francis.co of a civU antitru.s\ action to put an end 

to practices which have eliminated price competition among the wholesalers 

of plumbir~ supplies in the Northern California area•. 

. The cOIn!?lai..'lt ns.mes as defendants t.i.e northern California Plumbing 

and Heati.~ WhOlesalers Association, its secretaI"JJ 16 of its member 

companie$ and George W. Lysaght as ovvner of the Current Price Bureau. 

The complaint, charges that the Association has been the medium 

through which its members have agreed to f1x prices on plumbing supplies 

sold in the Northern California area and to follow the prices contained 

in two price books published by George W. Lysaght, doing business as the 

Current Price Bureau" of San Francisco, California. It is based on the 

same charges contai."1.ed in an indictment returned in June 1949 against 

the Northern Ce~ifornia Pluabing and Heating Wholesalers Association 

and the s1..xteen member companies named as defendants in this action. 

The su~t seeks dissolution of the Association and an injunction 

against the further issuance of the defendant Lysaght1s price books. 

An injunction against further collusive action b.1 '~he defendants is 

also sought. 

In announcing the fUing of this acti.onJ t..l-.le Attorney General said2 

If In view of the nature of the charges involved the Depart..TTlent deemed it 

advisable to proceed under the civU as well as the criminal provisions 

of the Sherman Aot. Only ~J so doing could we acc Olilplieh permanent good 

in the publio interest. 1f 
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Qerbert A. 'Bergson, Assistant Attorney General in charge of the 

Antitrust Division" said: "A.s a r<!SUlt of ·ta~e agreement between whole­

salars to utilize the p~~ces contained 1.'1 the price bocks of the 

Current Price Bureau, the vmolesale pric~s of plumbing supplies have 

been uniform and arbii4-ary. This suit secks to elim:inate the use of 

such price books as an instrt1...'l'~ntality for fir....ng and stabilizing 

prices. 1f 

In addition to the Northern California. Plwnb:ing s.nd Heati.,.~ Whole­

salers Association the following are named as defendants: 

George w. 4rsaght, owner of the Current Price Bureau, 
San Francisco, Californ:i.a 

John E. Heaslett, secreta~J of the Associati~n, San Francisco, 
California 


Coast Pipe & Supply ConqJa~J, San Francisco, C~lifornia 


Crane Co., Chicago, Illinois 


Dallman Company, San Francisco, California 


Dalziel Flmnbing Supplies, San Francisco, California 

,. . 


Delta Pipe &. Supply Company., stockton, California 
. . 
Grinnell Canpany ot the Pacific, San Francisco, California 

Heieck & H;')ran (Oakland)., Oakland, California 

Heieck & Mbran (Sacramento), Saoramento, California 

Heieck & Moran (San Francisco).. San Francisco, California 

P. E. OlHair & COe, San Francisco, California 


Pacific Can Compa~J San Franoisco, Calif0rnia 


Slakey Bros., Inc., Sacramento, Californi~ 

Thomas F. Scoo.:th, Inc., San FrallC:.tSOO" Califorma . ." 

Tay-Holbrook, Inc. 1 San Francisco Ji California 
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\vestern Pltnnbing Supply Co_, Ltd., San Jose, California. 


Ralph Olsen, o£ San Francisco, California, a partner in 

the firm of ~sen &Heffernan 


In charge of the case was ·wallace HOTtdand", Chief of the 


San Francisco Office of the Antitrus~ Di~r.tsion, assisted by George W. 

Jansen and John M. Y.lCKenna, all v~'Or1dng under the genera.l supervision 

of Edi\ard P. Hodges" Chi.ef of the Trial Seotion of the Antitrl1.st Division. 
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