FOR IMMEDIATE RELEASE
TUESDAY, SEPTEMBER 27, 15L9

Attdrney General J, Howard McGrath announcéd the _Iiﬁé”taﬂaylin the
Federal Court in San Prancisco of a civil antitrust action tc put an end
to practices which have eliminated price campetition among the wholesalers
of plumbing supplies in thé Northern Californié area,

+ The complaint names as defendants the Northern California Plumbing
and Heating Wholesalers Association, its secretary, 16 of its member
companies and George W. Lysaght as owner of the Current Price Bureau.

The complaint charges that the Association has been the medium
through which its members have agreed to f£ix prices on plumbing supplies
s01d in the Northern California ares and to Zollow the prices contained
in two price books published by George W. Lysaght, doing business as the
Current Price Bureau, of San Francisco, Califernia, It is based on the
same charges contained in an indictment returned in June 1949 against
the Northern Celifornia Plumbing and Heaking Wholesalers Association
and the sixteen member companies named as défendants in this éctioﬁ.

The suit seeks dissoluticn of the Asscciation and an injunction
against the further issuance of the defendant Lysaghtis price booksa
An injunction against further collusive action Yy the defendants is
also sought,

In ammouncing the filing of this action, the Attorney General said:
"In view of the nature of the charges involved the Department deemed it
advisable to proceed under the civil as well as the criminal provisions
of the Sherman Acte Orly by so doing could we.acccmplish permanent good

in the public intereste!
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Herbert A. Bergson, Aséistant Atterney General in charge of the
Antitrust Division, said: "As a result of the agreement between vhole—
salers to utilize the prices conteined in the price bocks of the
Current Price Bureau, the wholesale prices of plumbing supplies have
been uniform and arbitrary. This suit secks to eliminate the use of
such price books as an instrumentality for fixing and stabilizing
prices,” |

In addition to the Northern Califeornia Plumbing and Heating Whole—
salers Association the following are named as defendants:

George W. Iysaght, owner of the Current Price Bureau,
San Francisco, California

.

John E, Heaslett, secretary of the Associatisn, San Francisco,
California

Coast Pipe & Supply Company, San Francisco, California
Crane Cos., Chicago, Tllinois

Dallmen Company, San Francisco, California

Dalziel Flunbing Suwplies, San Francisco, California
Delta Pipe & Supply Company, Stockton, California
Grinnell Company of the Pacific, San Francisco, California
Heleck & Moran (Oakland), Oakland, California

Heieck & Moran (Sacramento), Sacramento, California
Heieck & Moran (San Francisco), San Francisco, California
P. E, O'Hair & Co., San Francisco, Californiz

Pacific Can Company, San Frangisco, California

Slakey Bross, Inc., Sacramento, California

Thomas Fs Smith, Tnc., San Francisco, California

Tay=Holbrook, Inc., San Francisco, California


http:prices.1f

- 3 -
Western Plumbing Supply Co., Lids, San Jose, Califcornia

Ralph Olsen, of San francisce, California, a partner in
"~ the firm of Olsen & Heffernan

In charge of the case vas Wallace Howland, Chief of the
San Francisco Office of the Antitrust Division, assisted by George We
Jansen and Join M, McXema, all working under the general supervision

of Edward P., Hodges, Chief of the Trial Section of the Antitrust Divisicn.
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