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{ood evening, ny Ifriencs -

S Qe vieelis apo I visitex Alcaty
1y callec by its inmates, is & uaxinu: security wrison for danzerous
criminals.-

o the families of the rards slain in the un-
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I went there to present
succegsiul outbrealr last llay, ensraved scrolls emblematic of their hercism.

Tarden Jonnson told me that there were several prisonsrs ¢ ,he viished to
see ne,

ile éxplained to me that many of them spend their spare time looking up
the fine points of the law in the hope ol reopening their cases.

Une convich, witih a long record of Cf;me, he said, was SLﬂD'V ”loo‘cln0
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Je began with the man who was "looking for JUS&lC“”

lle had very Litile to say.

In an attempt to make him fecl at sase, I finallwy acked 17 he was the
one who vag "looking for justicel.

lie roplied, "Yes, gir. I om lLooking for all of the jﬁstice wou have got

.

In my travels over the counvry I have found qu*te a few _olks viho want

realities.

Yet, ideals are of 1ittle worth unless they become living facts.
The iceals of democracy and ths actual living of them must be trought
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Although the merch toward Juvll democracy hac been lons and
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it is not yet‘comple%ed.

Tt will be coxpleted only when a living and growing America, fgll of
prom;ue, bbcones en Anerica in which the promise is fulfillcd - a land of
Juutlce‘;.a croertunity for alls

As I stand here tonicht T see a large numbelr of women showing keen
interest.

In the not toc distent past, even in good America, they were little
more than the property of men.

They obeyed the laws but had no part in their working.

TThen an act to provide for woman sufferage was introduced in the Senate

of one of the 48 states, it was referred to the Commiitee on Insane Asylims,
where the Senators évidently thought it belonged,

Today, women are nobt permitted to sit on Jjuries in many of the states,
thoufn the scales of justice feel the weight of their influence more than any
group in the world.,
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e are now attempting to correct this evil by federal legislation.
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[Jomen have finally been permitted to practice medicine and law, and to
work in the market place but, i1f married, in many states they cannot control
their earnings

They are good enough to bear our children bub the law - in many shates -
gives them little share in the responsibvilities of rearing thenm.

Justice for women will be canplete only when they have been [iven an
équal share with men, in the righte and responsibilities of citizenship.

Tikewise, it was only two years ago that the Supreme Court held that
a1l gualified citizens of the Tnited Stabtes, regardless of race or color, had
a federal right to vote in a primary election where the primary election

process vas an integral part of the state's machinery or choice for the

selection of the successful candidate.
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The Court saild they 50 vote and to have their vote
counted as cast.
Jecroes have peen vobting in rrimaries in’ certain sections oif the South,
and other sections were added ohis year.
The ideal of justice for zll

111 not he a living reality so long as
'5 4 ‘ =4 PR £
oisgrance and fear =-- abidins in

the nearts
ol sore Americans -- remains.

are vn-=American and stri

ike at the very heart of the American way of life,
such as.the Hu Klux lan, deliver

Dreeders, spreaders and carriers of Haub, whether racial or rcligious,

Orgenizations and group

blowr to democracy,

2 grievous
Their program resemblcs

that of b
platform on the exploitatio

votalitarianism for they build

Laeir
n ol incrance,
In the South, they fan thz flames of white suprenc
they broadcast ths sec

N w1,
or, e 111 OR
Cis in u

ecds of involerance and bigotry —- whil

e North,
of America for

e in the lest,
they tall: the native born. ‘
The cnemies of fresdom all use the 1

miques in vheir progrem of

proup against sroup

set un a credo of brutalivy.

ce against race - faith apgainst faith --

ile must not usz2 their neti

1eds in our fight for Justice For All.
the American technignes

Te must use

nes of due

vrocess of la
ALY races and all colors make up America.

*11 races, all cclors, =il

1 daiths have helped to make the name of thi
flation a synonym ‘or liberty to all peoples in

the world.
e are concerned today with dJus

tice for all Irom the svandpoint of
minorities.
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lie Americans nhave an abhorrence at a lynching, at racial violence at
the misuse or abuse of authority.
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uddin leiFadden was &

<
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6C=year old colored farmer down in rlorida.
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ne night the Town Harshal, a man nemed Crews, and some of his friends

ouv for an aubomobile ride.

Said Crews, "I think I'1l seb Puddin tonight if he is on the streets!.
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iie was on the street

w

and sone two hours later was forced by Crews into

the car and driven to the Swanee River made famous by Stephen [foster.

After beating him with a whip, Puddin was forced over the bridge into

the swirling water below,
Scme days later, Puddin's body was found.

Today, Crews stands convicied by a federal court.

e received the maximm sentence.

A
i

ictory for Justice For All.

Isaac iicodard, Jr., a colored scldier, was di

ischarged from the United
States Army at Dabtesburg, South Carolina, after forty months! service.

He had served cver a yeer in the South Pacific.

Isaac started to home here in New York.

e 1vas on a bus.

There is some question as to who started ah altercation in the bus byt

there is no question that todar Isaac is biind.

It is alleged he was beaten with a blackjack in the hands of a local
officer.

Today, that officer stands charged, on my direction with a violation
of federal law,
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A federal judge and jury will hear the facts and determine his guilt or

innocence.

We shall prosecute vigorously.

John Jones and Albert Harris, Jr., youag colored boys, were placed ir
jail a few weeks ago down in Louisiana,

Several days later the Sheriff told the youths they could go home.

Those were happy tidings -- until Jones and Harris walked out into the
jail yard.

.Th@re walting for them was an armed mob.

Whisked to a secluded spot, the mob used whip and club unmercifully.

Jones'! lifeless body was found the next day but Harris,Vleft for dead,
escaped.

He is safe today - far away from Loulsiana.

I ordered an immediate investigation.

The National Association for.the Advancement of Colored People assisted
us magnificently.

Twelve days ago a federal grand jury in Louisiana indicted two deputy
sheriffs, a police officer and others for this heinous crime.

A federal judge and jﬁry will pass on these facts and determine guilt or
innocence. We shall prosecute vigorously.

Several months ago there was a most serious racial disturbance at
Columbia, Tennessee.

I immediately directed an investigation and ;ater a grand jury presentation.

In a personal appeal, I publicly invited all persons having information to
forward it to me or to the grand jury..

Every phase of the matter was heard.

390 witnesseswere sworn and examined over a period of several weeks.

{(Over)
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The grand Jjury found no evidence on which to base an indictment.

Tdﬁight I again say if any person has evidence identifying anyone engaged
in this vicious vandalism, I welcome it and will personally see that it is
presented to a grand Jjury.

Iast July a frightful marder of four colored citizens of Georgia shocked
the nation.

President Truman personally directed the Federal Bureau of Investigation
to enter the case.

Qver 2500 witnesses have been interrogated.

The President often inquires of our progress.

Today -- and I reveal it for the first time tonight -~ I have directed that
the entire matter be presented to a federal grand jury,

I am hopeful it will be able to put the finger on those dastardly con-
spiraters who committed this brutal crime.

It is true the jurisdiction of the federal government depends upon a thin
thread of law, ”

I am sorry to say there is no field of law in which the federal government
is expected to do so much with so littlé. |

The federal statutes give me the power to preosecute only when a person has
been deprived of a federally secured right. |

The right of life, liberty and property, the Supreme Court of the United
States has repeatedly held, is not a féderally secured right.

Despite these legal handicaps, there have been 309 separate inﬁestigations
involving civil liberties since i becaﬁe'your Attorney General 16 months'ago.

Twenty-three cases have been prosecuted -- an average of oﬁé‘each three
weeks. N

Six cases, involving ten defendants, have resulted in convictions - 8

in acquittals and 9 stand ready for trial,



T have burdened you with these details in a few cases because I cannot
help bringing home the horror that results when mob violence takes over, when
lynch law replaces due prdcess and when irresponsible persons set themselves
up as the, judge, the jury, the prosecutor, and the executipner.

This wanton disregard of orderly nrocedure militates against the price-
less heritage bequeathed us by the men who founded this nation.

The way of justice is that of equality for all.

We must not base our thinking upon the writing or statements of agitators.

Under the cloak of an éttempt to secure civil 1ibertiés, they would take
true civil liberty from us.

There are those who say I should devote more time to acting and less to
"legglities" -~ unless there is an unwillingness to act.

Those that say that, know there is a genuine desire to act, but I shall
not be bull-dozed into acting extra-legal.

That is the fascist way - the communistic way.

It is, indeed, a pathetic thing for Americans to have their Americanism
unrecognized,

In a great many instances this is so.

We condemn those who bring it ahbout.

The average colored citizen of America is a good citizen and deserves
better treétment in the hands of a democracy, but communism is not the answer
and communistic leadership will not cure it.

The average colored citizen is too intelligent and too good an American
to follow the leadership of those who pay lip service to democracy but would
bring the slavery, the purges, the atheisms of communism upon our people.

A

The average colored citizen is proud of his Americanism and I say to you,

o

(Over)
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that there are no better Americans and few who have contributed as much to-
the up-building of this country of ours.

T believe that the real soul of justice for all in imerica is the
exercise of local responsibility by each community in every :state.

The intent of the Bill of Rights was to protect life, liberty and the
pursuit of happiness through local self govermment and the administration of
Justice.

In the event of a breakdowm of éuch éommunity responsibility, then, the
federal government should exercise such rights as the Congress sees fit to
bestow upon it to protect the life and liberty of its citizens.

Your President, Harry S. Truman, is giving his special attention to the
problem. |

In his usual forthright way, he hopes to translate our ideals into
living realities.

In this he has our prayers,
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