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It is an honor to address the Federal Crand Jurors' Association for
the Bastern District of New York as ycu commemorzte your Silver Arniversary.

Your membership has the double distinction of, first, sharing actlvely
in the judicial processes of our Republic during the period when, in fulfill-
ment of your cath as Grand Jurors, you performed the most vital dutles of
citizenship; and then; of continulng your dedlcated service to the community
by participation in thls Aszociztion,

The fundamental rights of an American ciltizen and the continued
reverence for the law of the land were entrusted to you Iin the American
tradition, Your twin responslbility was to mske certain that the criminal
should be lndicted wih due process of law -- and that, ou the other hand,
the innocent -- no matter how strongly assalled by accusations -- should be
protected secure in the rights guaranteed inviolate by the Comstitution and
the common law,

The institutlon of the grand jury, predating the Comstltution by many
centuries, came to this country from Englend where it had been firmly
established as early as the fourteenth century.

Even in the twelfth century, under the great Assize of Clarendon, the
grand or accusing jury was made up of twelve knights, or good and lawful men
drawn from the irmediate communiby in which a crime was alleged to have been
committed,

When America was first settled, our forefathers brought with them to
the new world, the common law with its grand jury and petit jury system.

The Federal Graand Jury has been preserved for perpetuiiy in the Fifth
Amendment to the Comstitution, which, as you are well aware, forms an

integral part of our Bill of Rights,



The Federal Grend Jury, clothed with plenary inquisitorial powers, is
an essential elepent in the fedsral adminlstration of justice,

The Federal Judiclary, the Grand Jury and the Department of Justice
are charged by the nalion with e sacred duty to effect equal Jjustice under
law, without fear, favor or prejudica.

Now, to you, &s voluntary guardlaus of the welfare of your community,
I am indebted for this opuowtunity to discuss some of the steps taken by
me as the Attormey General of the United States in administering the affairs
of the Deparimant of Justize and in enforcing the laws of these United States
under the Conatitutiorn,

On the day ~- thai I took my oath of office I made a statement o~ part
of which I am havpy to repeat this evening: ~-

"Bqual jugtice under law requires that violatorsg e-

whivever they muy be found - shall be apprehended, prosecuted

azd convicted, with due protaection of their Civil Righuts as

guaranteed by the Constitutlon, This will be done: without

the terror-harvest of the witch-lunt, and without the tumilt

and chaos thet follow lan the wake of scare head-lines and in

the wake of reckless charges and beseless accusatious,

"This Depeartment will faithfully perform its lawful

duties with dispatch and digaity. It will be my purpose to

make certain that the high moral tone of the Departmeant of

Justice will reflect the basic pbilosophy of the founding

fathers,

"We will ever strive to act in accordance with eternal
principles of truth and Justice, without fear, favor or

prejudice,



"Praying for God's help, I pledge unfeltering devotion,
Integrily and fidelity in the conscilentious performance of my

duties as Attorney General of the United States,”

On the same day that thls statement was made, I summoned all the
United States Attorneys to Wasbington for a conference, At this meeting
vwhich took place two weeks later, I included among other corments, the
following remarks:- i

“Faithful observance of the duties of public service demands a high
level of selfesacrifice blended with the dsy-by~day devotion of the
citlizen and the patriot, The governmental office<holder must be motivated
by the spirltual satisfaction of civilian sexrvice of country rether than by
interest in material rewards. Certainly one of the most challenging
positions, one of the most important posts of lnfluence is that of the
United States Attorney -~ vwho, as prosecutor, has a unique responsfbility
In the enforcement of the federal laws in his district,

Respect for law on the part of our citizens grows in direct ratio to
alert, fair, certain and vigorous prosecution by the representatives of
the Unlted States Department of Justice,

Whenever a complaint of federal law violation is ieceived, there are
immediately avallable a number of investigative sgencles already organized
and professionally trained for the purpose of securing the relevant facts
without blas and without prejudice, lAmong these, we naturally think first
of the strong right arm of the Department of Justice, namely, the Federal
Bureau of Investigatlon, under the inspired direction of cne of our nation's
greatest public servants, J, Edgar Hoover,

If, however, the complaint has to do with violation of immigrationm or
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naturalization laws, we seek aid from the inspectors of the Immigration ani
Naturalization Service of this Department., If the matter is a postal viola-
tion, then the speclalized services of the Post 0ffice Inspectors are
available.’ If the complaint is of counterfeiting or forgery, the Secret
Service stands ready to make appropriate investigation, When there is a
complalnt of a narcotics violatlon, the specielly trained agents of the
Bureau of Narcotics will investigate, Where a tax fraud or violation is
complained of, the intelligence agente of the Bureau of Internal Revenue,

in the Treasury Department, are available to iuvestigate,

Ounce the facts have been properly ascertained, if they conétiﬁute
sufficient evidence of the viclation of a federal law, the United States
Attorney must proceed to prosecute promptly and vigorously., If, however,
the facts indicate innodence of such violation; the United States Attorney
should not hesitate to state this conclusion, In the event that there is
doubt, the doubt should be resclved by presenting the evidence to the Grand
Jury. |

Each United States Attorney should check his dockets at regular intervals,
at least every six months; and in all cases which have been pending court
action for an unreasonable period (for example, six months), he.should take
prompt action for thelr speedy disposition, v

Prosgcution must be instituted promptly and uufailingly against those
who commit perjury and with equally unfailing certainty against those who
commit suborpation of perjury,. Failure to prosecute such offenders has
wegkenad the fabric of criminel trials « a fabric that should be woven only
of the thread of truth and justice, Our court processes are based upon the
presumption that testimony will be receilved only under oath and the truth
of the facts testified to wlll be safeguarded by respect and reverence for

that oath,
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It 1s well to remermber that all who are in the field of law=-enforcement
cwe aun often-overloocked deht to the public who undertake the obligations of
Jurors, who act as witnesses and who volunteer information as to violations
of the law, Just as we rely upcu public cooperation, «~ 50 we have an
obligation to keep faith with those who provide confildential information,

In accordance with the instructions of the Department of Justice, every
United States Attorney must protect in conplete confidzance the reports of
the FBI and of other investigatlve sgeuncies, safeguard the relationship of
the citizea who has fulfilled his duty to the Republic by cooperating to
volunteer vital and confidentlal data. ITajury or death can result to the
informant whose identity is carelessly revezled,"

During the months that have intervened since this conference, the
Department of Justice in Weshington has been almost completely re-organized,
The newly appolnted Depuly Attorney (eneral, Mr, Ross Malone, gave up his
private practice in New Mexico for this post of important public service,
As Assistent Attorney General in matters relating to alien property,

Doctor Rowland Kirks, came to us from the office of Dean of the Law Scheool
of National University, and resigned an influential office as a member of
the BRoard of Education of the District of Columbia to which he had Just been
elected, Mr, Charles Lyon, of New York, who had been attorney for the King
Investigating Commitice iun the Congress, resigned to become Assistant
Attorney Generel in charge of the Tax Division. The lmportant post of
Assistant Attorney Ceneral 1n charge of the Criminal Division wes f£1lled by
Mr, Charles Murray, an active prosecutor in the United Stutes Attorney's
Office of the District of Columbla to which ke had been appointed by

President Ccolidge,



Each new appointee - and there were many others -- came to the
Department a2t a personal sacrifice to perform a recognized duty with his
specialized abilities and experilence,

Since it had been my privilege to serve as the Assistant to the
Attorney General for some three years prior to my appointment as a2 Federal
Judge, the structure of the Department was familiar and it was possible to
achieve much in the comparatively few months alleotted.

One of the greatest personal Joys was the renewed opportunity to work
with the Director of the FBI ~- J, Edgar Hoover -- my longtime friend and
one of our greatest Americans,

I was anxiocus to lnsure more rapid, expert and effective prosecution
of the subversive cases investigated by the FBI; and hence I revitalized
and expznded a separate unit in the Criminal Division to prosecute
Communist and other subversive activities, end I assigned to it lawyers
whose knowledge and prosecutive experience in subversive matters eminently
qualified them, =~ and, a2t the same time, guaranteed the alert protection
of Civil Rights,

The active cooperation of the Federal Bureau of Investigation and the
Bureau of Immigration and Naturalization Joined with a re-activated
Crindnel Division made possible the effective drive now under way egainst
the lawless and the criminal who have operated within our borders to
undermine our law either as aliems or after having acquired citizenship by
fraud,

in the cases of allens, we have instituted deportatlion proceedings,
in the cases involving acquisition of citizenship by frand, we have
initiated denaturalilzatlon proceedings to be followed by proceedings for

devortation,
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I have referred to matters im which I feel that you - as former
grand jurors - have a particular interest, although numerous other
categories of cases have beeun expedited during these months in an
equally forthright and counscientious manner,

Your Association will be iaterested, I hope, in learning that ia
Septenber, the contract was awarded to Griffenhagen & Associates, Planning
Engineers, to mske a thorough survey of the Department of Justice and to
make recormendations for streamlining the entire Department in the
interests of efficilency and economy, The engineering report is scheduled
to be in my hands by December fifteenth.

This evening I have attempted to present some of the highlights of
my stewardship, combining motlvation and action, When my service as the
Attorney General of the Unlted States terminates upon the twentieth day of
January, 1953, I shall deliver to my successor, Mr, Brownell a well
organized law office, operating 1n accordance with the principles that I
enunciated upon May twenty-seventh, the day that I took my oath of office,

From the afternoon of April third, when the President of the
United States conferred upon me the honor of appointment as the Attorney
General of the United States, I was aware -- as were all the'people of
our country -~ that President Truman's Administration would terminate this
coming Jamuary, Hence, the original work schedule has been timed and
executed with precision and diligence to conclude on Jantary twentieth,
Today, the law~abiding cliizens of our Republic may look to the Department
of Justice with confidence in 1ts integrity and with gratitude to the many
public servants whose devotion and personal sacrifices have made possible
effective and certain prosecution of the violators of Federal laws,

With God's help, we have proceeded courageously and vigilantly in the

spirit of the Constitutlon to safeguard the welfare of all the people,

T
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