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I am genuinely happy to have the 6pportuni£y of addreséing you on this
occasion when you are considering matters so vital to the building of better .

citizenship in our country,

These are subjects in which I have bﬁth e. personel and official interest.

liany people associate the Office of the Attorney General with such )
‘actions as trust~bus€ing, prosecution of tax violators and war agaiﬁst the
Dillingers and Capones. ’

The Déé&rtment of Jﬁstice, it is true,vdoes have a grave resyonsibility
with rejard £o those who violate monopoly or tax 1aw§. It must ever be
vigilant to deal with the Dillingers and Capones. Thése are jobs that have
to e dene, and that will be dome.

" But the Departmsﬁt'has a wide range of other mctivities thaﬁ strike
a more positive note. Some of these give me 2 real inner satisfaction;

In order that you may see the pattern and better.understand ny inﬁerést
in youth, it seems gppropriaté_éhat I tell you of some of these activities.

The Deportment is responsible for safeguarding the civil liberties of
all Americans. | |

Those recently returned from the battlefields blereedom learned that
no-artificial barriers - racial, religious;bfveconbmic - separated meﬁ on
the fighting front. ‘

Yot some people now act as if good will, understanding and friendship
among :en belong only to wartime.

© They would deny to others the rights that they themselves enjoy under
the fundemental law of the land. o
They would strike at the very vitals of the Coﬁstitutioﬁ itself which

guarantees rights end liberties to all of us.
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. They endanger their own liﬁerty ol acﬁiqn,@hen they trample upon the
rights of their fellow Americans. L S .

Tha,qrggniz%tion or group that turns the'hgng of one man against andther
because Of‘differences .in race, color or creed delivers a grﬁéyous if not
fatal blow,. to. the workings of deﬂooraoy.

The Department -of Justice, even though operating on & thxn thread of
law, wmust be“constantl; alprt(?o makg sure.that they do not succeed in their
harmful. intent. . If they did they would étrike‘ et the very heart of the
institutions upon . which our llberties rest,. ‘

I expect to use all the laws at my command and all that the Congress
deems.fit to give me in the future, to stamn out any mpvement thet aims at

)
the . exmsrminatiqn of our priceless civil liberties.

At this point it should be mﬁntloned that we have baen he&rtened in the
fi‘ht to preserve our. 01v11 liberties oy the actzon taken rﬂcently by the

On December g, Preszient Trumen anﬁounced ths ereation of & comnltuea
. %o bg}%ngg.gs;ﬁpe P;es?ﬁeg?fg:QQmmi#%ep.on&Civﬁ;ngigbt;. ’$his,Committee,
cpmpgsg@tQQOQS‘ogﬁsﬁanding.qiﬁigens whq‘will.sgrygﬁwigggut cpypéngétgﬁg,‘is :
authorized on the behalf.of-the'President "to inquire intq;ané Lo agteémine
;rwheﬁhgr agd in‘ﬁhat fesgect‘cgrrént law-enforcement geasuras‘gnd the authority
end means possessed by Federal, State, aﬁg local goﬁq;pmgnta m&& be
. strengthened and improved toas%fegqaréiﬁhe ciyii{rights o& the people,”

. A1l information on this vital subject in posségsiqn‘of the Federal
governnent wi;l be made evailable te the Committee. The Commities is to
report to the ?resident upon its studies and to make recommendation “with

resnect to the adoption or establishment, by legislation or otherwise, of
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more adequate aﬁd effective means and procedures.for the protection of the
civil rights of the people of the United States."

The preservation of our basic freedoms rests in the power of public
opinion, this we must never leose sight of,

it is therefore the auty of ever& true American to remain steadfast’
and to meke his voice heard in defense ‘of these freed&ms.

The Department has. meny duties affecting those who come from other lands
to seelr Anerican citizenéhip - the itost precious gift this country hﬁs to
offer.

It is significant that 27 percent of our présent population are fofeignv.

-born, or the children of foreign-born parents or parent. All races and .
nationaligies meke up Americs, pontributeAt; its progress and enrich its life.

This is wéll illustrated by the fact that during the recent war about
109,005 soldiers in Ame%ican wmiforn were naturelized, epproximately 1i:,C00:
of them while on duty overseas. These American soldiers were nétives.of

:122 different netionalities and their possessions.

Because the Department'is respoﬁsible, not only for selecting thoss

who f£ill our immigrant quotas, but also for preparing tﬁé new=-comers for

citizenship, I recently initisted a comaprehensive citizenship program.

(Over)
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This program will be one of ¢onbtinuous effort to emphé.size the wor'bh
of Amer:.can ca.tzzensh:.p. Beglnning at the tme o.f.' entry of a potential
citizen to the United States R it w:.ll stress t.he ideals of this country
:from then up to the moment and even beyond, when c:Ltlzenship is granted
him by the court. ‘

I bel:.eve this program has 1mpor'ba.nce for the new citizen, since’

it is des:.gned to help h:n.m understa.nd the Amer:.can way of life and better

play his par't in it
I anm convmced hawever, that the program has even greater signifi-
cance for hlS ch:.ldren* since the ga.p tha'b normally exists bemeen genera-

tlons is oi‘ten widened by dlfferences in the customs, traditious and

att:.tudes o:f the old and new worlds. ‘
i

The Depa.r‘bment of Just:.ce is 1nnnedz.a‘bely respcns:.ble for those
juveniles who come into coni‘l:.ct w:rbh Federal laws.
| . Soon ai‘ter I was appon_nted Attcmey\Qeneral I became concerned about
this group. I wanted to imow what had brought them w:.’ch:.n the Federal
Jurlsd:x.ctlon » what the Department was domg for them, and what would happen
to them when they passed from our care. I wan'ted espec:x.ally %o kncw how
-bes’c we could deal w::.th them while they were in our charge.
‘ I soon learned however, Federal Juveniles, like sta‘be Juvenlles , are
victims of commmlty :E‘allures. g o - ‘

They come from all parts of the couhtry.

They get into the Federal?jurisd'ictién merely because the;y'happen to

“

violate Federal law, -

‘The Federal problem cannot be isolated from the local problem, It

is inextricably bound up with the conditions in the homes and commmities
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of the Juveniles, and with the locaI resources for normal wholesoms, happy

.

life available to them.

1 reaiized that the Déparfmént of Justice would succeed in meeting its
inmwdiate responsiﬁiiity only as the étates and local communities succeed in
carrylng out their respon51b111t1es for Juvenile delinquency.

Plnally, I reallzed that each and, every community ‘must ‘marshal all 1ts

o

social fcrces in the war agalnst dellnquency. The extent to’ which a juvenile

recexves a sociallzed type of t*eatment should not depend upon whether he lives

in the North, South, East or West, nor upon whetherrhe,is a -Btate or Federal

oifender.

The d301510n to see what could be done to mobilize the country's
resources through the medium of a National Conference on the Prevention and
Control of Juvenile Dellnquency'was reenforced by a personal experience.

I had occa51on, when first enterlng upen “the duties of the Attorney
General, to viait w1th some of the youngsters in training schools near
Washlngton. One has only to be thus expcsed to the personal and public -
tragedy of these yonng llves to realize the full extent of the loss, to the
youngsters themselves and to soclety.

The Natlonal Conference for the Preventlon and Control of Jﬁvenile
Delinquency, which was held in Washlngton on November 20, 21, and 22, was an
expre381on, in t&nglbie form, of those in the country, who, llke myself are
concerned over the personal and publlc tragedles of young people in their
neighborhoods, and who desite to do somethlng useful and concretes

All groups in the country, dealing with the juvenile problem were
represented; including Federal, snate, county‘and municipal ggencies; private

welfare agencies and organizations of all kinds;,and farm, labor, business,
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commercial and recreation groups, Judges, police, :saqial"v{q_;'lge;sk,;.teg_ghers,

_;ehurghnen, administrators. in training institutions,and obhérs -.alk met to-

- gether ,:f'or’th;'_eglq.gys to. thrash out practical selutions: to.the. m@n;gphasqs_ of
juvenile delinguency which are the. cqpéexf;:;- of this.goiimbrys . . .- ..

T'hﬂ;.;j?pn;‘__g;_.eng‘,e, was ;.88 1it, should have beep.,;,-ﬁ;@m?l&ingwoﬁfeyence and

;. an.action-conference. . Prior to the Conferenge, representatives of.the various |

-+ groups. had been megting together and. preparing. tentative reports for considera-

tlon At the Conference.itself, some 16 working groups met. @iz}au%ﬁ.a&?mslysiin |
conference rooms scattered around Washington and, on the third day, of-.the...
Confetence, presented to thefplpnp,ryses{sicn; final. reports, which, -with minor
amendments., were accepted by th§ Gonferences:. = ... . . ‘ e

.. AL $his tremendous.effort representing, literslly, thousands of han-
days and.-weman~-days-of hard; voluntary labor was. directed to.a single end,
nameiy,,thee_ helping. of; Individual. boys and girls of this countyy, _ﬁoz become::

" good: pnd. useful.citizens, to reclaim.them: where »th.ey;ﬁ&¥@ g?aé astray, ?nde
at:the same;time,:to protect society. against the very small perg:entég’e_,_o;f'.
yqu‘hhé » whose attitwies and methods constitute _,gan“e‘ri;ace_to-. life.and property,

- The Conference has left behind it an important Continuing Committee,

P gm_@ospd of.the able Program Committee,: the Chairmen of the: 16 ;w'or,kipg papgls

~with the Vice Chairmen %p.serve as.their:alternates, together with 9.young

pecple; boys and girls, who are. to.represent,.to the utmast extent practicable,

all races, creeds.and colors, in this country.... . .. -
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this Continuing Committee, it is hoped, will act, for such a period

of time as is useful and necessery, s a clearing house of resources

“and information regardin- <hé Zecommendations of the Conference, to

the single end that acuiviiics of all agencies and orzanizations,

governmental and non- ;overrmental in the field, will be intensified

anc made even more fruitfiil than they are today.

Tie reports of the Conierence - same 19 iﬁ number - will'be printed
in full within the next month or so. In the meantime, in order that the
momentun of the Conference may ﬁét be lost, the sections of each report,
covering specific "Recormendations for Action”, are being printed in a
small volume. This Document is Lo be given the widest possible distribu-
tion and, it is hoped, vill serve to initiate immediate action in carry-
‘It was universally agreed.at he Canerence and before, th;t, in

the words of President Triman, "the'roots of the problem lie in the

‘homes, the schools and chwurches of our nation. If results are to be

achieved, it must be throuv:i the citizen and hiS~community, vith State
and local officials also having & vital stake in the operation.®
In this description of some of the activities of the Department of

Justice, I have endeavored to express my recognition of the fact that

our youth constitute an integrel part of our democracy - youth dependent

upon democracy and democracy dependent upon youth; that democracy cannot
permanently survive if its citizens are not prepered to discharge their

responsibilities as members of a free society.
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Never in the history of .ierica h2s'it been more important than now

‘thet this country produce rood citizens -- citizens who are mentally,

morally and physicallj equizped to meet their responsibilities as Americans.
The future of America is in the hands of youth. Only a few years from
now, all the key positions in this land will be filled by the youth of to-

day. Every law, every program will be brought to them for consideration

and decision.

Toung pebple are preporing now fbr their job in tne future. On how
they prepare deﬁends the contribution they will make %o their country...
with certain cardinal prinCip}es to guide them they will spcceed; without
them they will fail.

If the‘ideai of citiﬁenship is to be realized, no one of us can live
selfishly and alone. o . |

The gopd 9itizen ¢oes s papt to make‘degchacy work‘forlall insteaé
of expecting if to worlr for im alone, | . . |

ie concérné himself about thé welfare of all the people and recognizes
that the,hapﬁiness of each is boun¢.tq the welfare of all.

He respects the worti and dignity of human person2lity and has faith

in his fellow men. o e

He cherishes the p;incip;gs}of ﬁonegty, fa;? play and ggo@tgportsmanr .
ship, and all the other principlesvand valuqé that are essegﬁialnpo gro&ﬁh
inéo wholesome, healthy and ethical:humanqyeings‘

He believes that perscnal’intégr;ty, acceptance of résponsibility'and

team work among citizens are vital in the building of the community, the

_state and the Nation.
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