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Attorney General Cummings said:

There is small hope for improvement ¢f crime conditions in any
community so long as the great body of cltizenry remains indifferent,
uninformed or hostile. The stirring of public opinion to demand that
criminel asctivities be stemped out is perheps the most fundemental factor
in the whole problem.

The crime situation.in the District of Columbiae amounts to a
national disgrace, -Washington should be a model c¢ity. It should staﬁd
first in law enforcement and last in the nuﬁﬁer of crimes committed.

Authentic statistics, covering the period from July to Sep-
tembsr, 1937, inclusive, indicate that out of 93 cities with a popula-
tion of over 100,000, Waeshington renks in the ten percent of citles
with the most crime and that Washington is tenth from the top of a list
in the number of murders and non-negligent manslaughters. 1In the pumber
of aggravated assaults it is eighth from the top of the 1list., In the
number of automobile thefts it is seventh. In the number of thefts
under £50.00 it is sixth, In the number of thefts over $50.00 it is
third. In the number of robberies it is seventh. In the number of
aggravated asssults it is eighth, In the number of burglaries and
housebreakings it is fifth.

. One can make 8l) the allowsnces he mey wish for differences in
assembling statistical information and the peculiar problems of & capitel
city and other differentiating factors, but the bold fact remains that

Washington is far too near the top in the list of ill-ordered communities.
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Qur resourcefulness, as a ¢ity and as a Nation, is at a low level if
we can't control major crimes and racieteering in an area of sevenly square
miles. The District of Columbia should be a model Tor the couutry - clean
and free from lswlessness. Instead, it stands forth congpicuo sly os a
criue center.

The subject presented covers a wide range. It helps littlie to pluoce
the blame upon any single factor. Washington should be an idex) city from
every standpoint; recreation, health, housinz, npolice, prosscution, courts,
prisons, and 50 On.

The civie conscience cannot be cleér 80 long as slums nestle in the
shadow of the Capitol.

And what of our Jjuvenile delinguents? Since the turn of the
century juvenile courts have sprung up in virtually every State in the
Union. In the District of Columbia, however, we still cling to what is
little ﬁore than e criminal court for children. We enploy a muwdéieval
approach to juvenilc delinquency axd we do it to the accompanire.nt of
complaints, nleas, trials, juries, convictions and imprisonnent. Suci
procedures are nothing short of stupid.

It is ry belief that the men in Yer positions in tle Dist.-ict of
Columbis are alive to these problems and arc working valiantly toward thoir
solution, but Wwe need more policemen; we need more prosocuiors; ﬁu need
nors judaes; in fact our list of needs is a long one. The doclicts of tho
Courts of the Distriet of Columbia, both civil and criminal, arc way
behind, and while stronuous efforts are being made by the Unitoed States

Attorney and nis staff to reduce tho nunbor of pending cases, . fact
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remains that we shall never catch up until aeddéitionzl personnel end
additional Judges are secured.

In the nation's Capltel we have & mediocre penal system. Wulle
such matters are outside the jurisdiction of the Department of Justice,
nevertheless, I wus sufficiently interested to visit scme of the institu-
tions within the past year and submit a list of suggestions for the
improvement of the District penal institutions. The jail is ancient and
unsanitary. The probation facilities in the District ars handiceroped.

The time has arrived for a complete renovation of the orgs'.ic laws
relating to the District. At the present time the relationship “etveen
the Federal Governmeni and the Distfict is in a state of confusion. The
penal system is not integrated., Adequate classification of prisoners is
practically impossible and the personnel should be brought within Civil
Service requirements.

There is much to be done, but law enforcement will not thrive so
long as the District is sterving for funds,

A community never secures effective law enforcement unless it not
only wants it but demands it, end has the financial means of securing it.
The Washington Criminel Justice Asscciation has carved out for itself a
tremendous task, but it 1= one so essential to the dignity and well-being
of the Nation's Capital that no worthy citizen can fail to leénd the

fullest support.
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