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continued success and influence; and to say in his behalf how appropriate
it is that the Society should be celebrating today the three hundredth
anmiversary of the és%éblishma;ﬁ by Governor Johan Printz of sovereignty in

Pernsylvania and cf uhe Fiyst law CQLrD. the first church and the fir st

school ~ the three free instituticas which todéy'we are in so 1args_a meaéure
defending. o . o
America ig‘a land of many races, iA ébmmon ideal has drawn these .
races, over tﬁé enﬁufles~vud eur shores. The*é&ﬂzzleaving the,:estraints
-of a civilization which they had ut”“owp to discover a civilization that
they could freely create after their own ioﬁging; Into the Web of the new
eountryts stfength went the differences of many nations - the sober English

with thelr law of the common men, the Irish who would learn to live at peace
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with a sense of
richness of the earth; Germans, Greeks, Russians; the hardy Scandinavians;
and earliesst anbng them the Swedes.
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company, spcpso red Pv King Gustavus Adolphus,

had been formedj and in 1638 two little Swedish ships, the Kalmar Nyckel and

elaware River, , and the territory of New Sweden

ok
o)
[
xi
(o}
0Q
@
—
(29
5
(=X
3
w
n
1)
3
4
[0)
[N
8
ok
e
4]
)

wa.s founded. The land was rich and frui+fuL. as toc were the sebtlers. One

~

of them wrote that is cow had two calves, his ewe two lambs, and his wife

twins - all té  And Williem Penn, reporting on "The Present Siate
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of His Majes£y¥s Isles and Territories in America®, in 1687, had this to
éay: "I must’needs commend<the Swedes respect to Auphority, and Kind
behaviour to the English; they do not degenerate from the old Friendship
between both Kingdoms. As they are People proper and strong of Body, so
they“héve fine Children, and almost every house full; rare to find one of
them without three or four Boys, and as many‘Girlég some‘six, seven ahd
eight Sonss And I must do them that rlght I see few young men more sober
and laborlous." ’ o - | | ;

Henry Goddard Leacn has spoken of the Swedlsh 1evnadslust - the
- Moy of 11fe,” expr8531n "the p01se, the Joyousness, the smlllng 1nte111~A‘  f
| gence, the rhfthm of SWedlah personallty and 11v1ng" In PennSV1van1a, and
- later in IWlln01s, W1scon31n and Minnesota, w1th thelr 31mp1e hablts of hard fﬂ
work and orderly llVlng, and thelr Lutheran or Protestant rellwlon, theJ'wereV;
soon integrated into the new country. They found the country good, and theyit
ﬁrote homé about it. "And I één ﬁell ynu" one of them wrote to a frlend
"that here we do not Live frugalljg ut one has eggs and pancakes and can&ed T;
fish and fresh flSh and fruit of all klnds,’so 1t is d1f4erent frcm you.who |
have to s;t and suck herring bones." R  , ,’ k ‘ h

The Swedes loved the 1pdependence of thevpew 1and~ ﬁdﬁé thiﬁg Ib'j’
like about thls country", one of the new 1mmlgrants Wrote 1n 1903,‘“13 that
you do not have to be always taklnw off your hat to peonle. Ih.Sweden you
take off yqur hat to everybody you meet, and 1£ you enter a’store you take
off your hat to the clerk. Another thing that makesime like fhis goﬁntny is

that you can share in the government,"
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Cut of Sweden, which today qu_mbe;*s but o OOU GOC inhabi

tradesmen 1,

lacksmi gc,:’c{enerﬁ: T‘ae’y wez'e ’aa:clem 3 ouer.ua.w,st, persistent.

They supp sorted Tu_ﬂuoll“ in 1860', and ewa-m in 864 ”‘1% fL_rnJ_sheQ OlluSu&I’lding

officars to the U‘fzioﬁ a,-rmy' in'the Civil Wars Cenw“l urvsﬁ Zfama;.s ‘Penev Ton

Vegesack, eager 0 Serve Lnd ”’rene'"al'I’LC]_ellan, ave up h.q_s oonmmsdicn and
“enlisted as a private, serv;hg at Torkt 'cwrw and WllllSmeu“"’ Jﬂol__own_ng the

‘battle of Hanover Courit House he became 2 major on “’ch" Slants suai‘f; ‘and,

[

after Gameo i’ﬁ"" whers he cove:f*ea Cena“a.’? Porteris re‘brean, a colcmel of

Jo——m——)

the TWer tie Lb ‘Ir:w :{or-“, At Anti *'mm he stompo Freder ck Center after it
1ad b en tw ce ta ken and 'lcsstp He held up the 'reg_me xta" bamﬂew when it had

%s amdr broke up

fc,l.L n, o,nd ?e uhe charge in person.

enr *novco. ‘sou ub

-

Another Swedish herc of the Civil Var wa as Colonel Ulric Dahlgren,

who' wag ‘born i Bucks County, Pennsylvania, in 1842 5 and. joined the army at

1%,  He made a daring : ct,l(f c-t Fredericksburg cmct W:Lth one company neld the

town against a lirge force of Cunfec,e ate cavalry, Fﬁs Teg wa.s an’px..batod

[=
because of a bullet wound in a minor engagement p qcf tbc battlc: of
Cet*ysu.rg and he was retired, Bub he would not rema n JUt of.' *oh fight, He
. S,

was chosen to commend a picked col mn of SOO cavalrs Jmen to 1ea.l a f’aZ&TdOQS

o H ‘. e * B,

e M . - ' o
expedition to liberate priscners at Libby Prioor* aﬂd BCIJ_e I les Before the

i"aid, in which he was k¥iled, the boy wrobe his fat 1er, Aﬂrnlfal Jenn He
T

“to be made and T am to have & very

‘DE«I qre*’u .

Lo

important cér?mand . o o lI. méy be <3e.ptu' ed or I nll'ﬁ."l’AQe'uleb‘! eﬁ over ’out. it
is an ume:takmgzﬁablfI«xe;cnotlﬁ , I 'should b‘e aclwe,med how m ny face
. on - |
And then there is the glorious story of "Ehel'ﬁoz_ito’y_, the .i;é::kee

(OVER)
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JQhﬁ Ericsson was born in Sweden in 1803, In 1826 experté in
London rejected Ais fifst invention, the caloric engine, based on the
principle of expansion of gases under heat on the ground that thej saw no
reason why it workedi He developed and perfeoted the screw propeller; and
in 1837 launched a smal 11 bhlp, equipped with twe independently acting.pro-
pellers, which made suqcessful trips on the Thames. Yet the Lords’okadﬁiralty
declared thetvit was\impossible for his boat to steer, as the power was in
the stern. | .

Ericsson went to America and becane a citizen in 1848¢} ﬁe built a

600 ton iron frigate wzth a heavy gun and range finder for the Government,

raced the Great Western, the finest boat afloat, and beat har. At the out-
break of the Crimean War in 1853, Ericsson returned to some earlier plans for
a turret warships At that time a ship's guﬁs were fired only from broadside,
which made it necessary for the ship to carry a great many, and consequently
for these to be light. Ericsson made a model of‘a revolving‘sﬁeel gun terret,
sent 1t to Napoleon III, but got it back with the Emperor's complimentsn

When the Civil War broke out Ericsson wrote to Lincoln on August 29,
1861, offering "to cohstruct’a vessel for the destruction of the Rebel fleet
at Norfolk aﬁd for scouring the Sout@ern rivers_and inlets of all craft'pro-
tected by Rebel batteries. . » In making this offer," he added, "T seek no
private advantage or emolument of any kind, Attachment to fhe Union alone
iméels me to offer my services at this fearful crisis, my life if need‘be,
in the great cause which Prov&dence has called you to defend."

Within 100 days the‘Mbnitor was built. Tﬁe Confederates had faised
the United‘States frigate Merrimac frem Norfolk harbor, and fitted her with

an iron ram and iron plates, The new armored monster shot and rammed the

Congress and the Cumberland, and drove the Minnesota aground, all wooden ships,
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Secretary of VWar Stanten was panic-stricken.  He urged obstruction of the
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harbors by lecal authorities. “Thc Merrimac!, he said "will change the
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entire characher of the war; ghe will destroy seriatim every naval vessedl;

she will Iay 21l the cities on the seaboard under contribution . . . I have
no doubt that the monster iz this minute on her way to Washingbton and notb

unlilely we shall have a shell or a canpen~ball from one of her guns in the

But the Monitor had reached Hempton Roadse [Though condemned by all

the older naval nf@ieers~she ha&.tze enthusiastic support of Captain Scott,
and, what was more; of Mr. Gideon Welles; the Secfetary of -the Navya - On
March 9, 1862, the little Monitor forced-the ironclad ”mOQSDer" baek into
Norfolk, and.the relief in Washingbton was 1mmense « o » Ihe Swedish Minister,
Count Piper, was bursting with pride. For had not the son of .a Swede 1nv nted
the ncwtworldmfamaus Monitor? M"At one stroke! ;,as the London Times said -
she had ”refolu ticnized maval W¢rk"r° 2 s a rendered a11 then~existing navies

obgolete.! Many years later Admiral Stephen B.- Lﬁce;wrote of her: "The
Monitor was the crystaliization of fordy centuriss of thought;on atback and
Q@LGW&E; and exhibited in a singular manner the old lNerse @lcmvﬂt of the
American Navy; Ericsson (Swedish) bullt Aér; Dahlgren {(Swedish) armed her;
and Worden (Swedish) fﬂh?h‘ her. How the ancient skalds would have struck

——

heroilt verse How - they would have

thelr wild harps on hearis

Iincoln had been assassinated, and the tragedy found & deep response

death of 2 man thousands
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miles away," wrote Axel Johan Uggla in his disry, in Hallefors, Sweden,

"liz so heavily on my heart and soul? . o o I feel that I not only kmew him
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but that he was my friend. His simple greatness, sarnestness, his sincerity
and warm human understanding have made him déar « . « One day when men are
ready to be honest he will be looked upon as the great American and one of

the great men of all lands and all times « « "

We in America tend to think sometimes that we alone have led the
world in the formulation of democratic institutions. But democracy, like all
human institutions, is a growing and changingborganism, that t; gs to atfophy
if ever it becomes static. In some of the.smaller countries of Eurcpe social
experiments, largely unknown to us, have now for several years achieved prac-
tical results. I refer particularly to the great Swedish co-operative'
associations which have been used so successfully to resist the growth of
monopolies, to keep prices down, and to enlist the interest of the people
themselves in movements that so obviously affect their daily lives. The Swedes
before the war had established a new relationship between the government and
individual enberprise, particularly in the field of electric utilities, in
which not only the central government, but local communities were giﬁen the
relation of partnership with private interests. Thus‘the problem of regulatim
was seen in terms of joint association of interests, & problem that éo often
in America was thought of as necessarily involving irreconcilable antagonisms.

This approach seems to me more creative, even more practical, than
the older conception of government as the policeman of private initiative.

The Government must learn to serve business, as well as to regulate it; and

both should combine to render service to the public as a whole rather than
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sbruggle as to which is to conbtrol. As we appreach post war problems we
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should do well ©to consider whalt the Swedich experiment ir
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contribute to our efforis towards their solution.

Todey - for meny years - there has been no such thing as a Swedish
population in America. The Swedes are a very part of the American frame,

their strength is the very strength of our bone and sinew. And asz I mention

the Swedish namss of a few of the heroes of this war, think of them as

ct

Amsricans only, with the proud memory of their Scandinavian backgrounds,

remembering how much we ows to Sweden: -

i

Captain Fyank F.Bostrom, of San Antonio, Texas, won the Distingnished
Flying Crose for taking a B-17 Flying Fortress 1500 miles from Australia to -
the Philippines to get General Douglas McArthur ~ "1500 miles', as the cita~

tion reads, '"of enemy controlled air, over open Zeas and through storm

areas . , "' Captain Bostrom was awarded the Distinguished Service Cross,

a year ago, for participating (I quote) “with great perscmal skill and cool

daring, in a bombing mission which resulted in heavy damage to installations

Stafrf
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ergean® Donald T, Ostlund, of Dewey, Illinols, was decorated
with the Alr Medal last November for his courage and determination, in a

bombing missicn against two enemy transports escorted by two destroyers,
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