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We meet here today in Middletown, Chio, to celebrate I AM AN
AMERIGAN.DAY for the fifth time. The ceremonies this year, held in co-
operation with the American Legion, are to welcome the new American citizens
into our national community.

It is particularly significant to me that this ceremony is being
held in a typical American town, a town whose history began in the early
years of our expansion westward, and whose population of native stock
has never knom the impact of foreign immigration, In such a community the
new American citizen will find his own place and have the opportunity of
sharing in the best of our traditions and institutions. |

Ever since 1802, when Middletown was a busy canal port with the
shipment of hogs to the large pork markets of Cincinnati, until today, when.
~ this great fertile Miami Valley produces tobacco, wheat, corn, hay and oats,
an& sustains substantial manufacturing establishments, it has followed a -
coupse of growth typical of American history and development. TIts healthy
balance between agriculture and manufacturing makes for a fruitful and
vigorous life.

The city has always been progressive and its people viially
interested in civic affairs, It operates under the Commiss;on'nanager form
of Government, and few newcomers escape the vigorous infiuence of the
Middletown Civic Association. It was natural, therefore, that the celebration
of T AM AN AMERICAN DAY here, in which every civic, patriotié, fraternal and
industrial organization participates, and the entire population turns out
to seg,the great parade, received attention last year throughout the country.
The success of these celebrgtions is largel& owing to the leadership of such.

men as Judge Fred B. Cramer of the Court of Common Pleas: of Butler County,
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Ohio; of the iate George M; Verity, founder of the American Rolling Mill
Ccmﬁany; of Ffank DoBrozso; President of the American Citizens Cluba

| '"I Am An Americen‘Day" belongs to those who have beceme citizens
_durlng the year -- by coming of age or by‘naturallzatlon. To the lattér its
51gn1flcance is p&rticulaﬁuy deap. They are being admitted to memberehlp in
our democratlc society, They have lived in that society, have learned our
.1anguage and sometﬁing about Americeﬁ institutions, fheﬁ have wondered at
‘the_great.Decieretion which set down in universal language the quiet cér-
tainty of the‘ﬁen of the small new country that all men everywhefe‘weré
created equal. They were perhaps not altogether certain what that meant,
.Ilooklng about at the inequalities whlch made 1life not dissimildr, except
I_perhape in degree, from the life they remembered in the ccuntrles they had
ieft; But they knew there was a difference; and that if they had not found
all that thelr hopes had created and thelr returnlng compatriots had told
thqn, somethlng that was new and preclous and human stirred in the very ‘air,
and in the voices of the people, the careless way they spoké, and the proud
way they carrie& themselves. Especially those who had lef¥ Gefmany’during
the past few years kﬁew the diffefence;_

o And if the Constitution had not‘become familiaf; it had ceased to
be a brooding mystery, o complicated for simple folk to understand, people
wLo Had to work hard all day so that by the time night sthool came, it seemed
ielmost impossible. At first at least; but many friende had helpe& fhem, not

lonly the teachers, but their own children, who were usually citizens and
__dldn't have to. be naturallzed' and nelghbors, who were scmetimes a- 1little
confu51ng when they trled to enplaln, and the Government ofIlClals, who were

usually patlent; and the v181tors from the 1mm1grant societies, ‘who certainly
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helped them understand. Gradually it all began to make sense. The
Constitution said how yﬁu had to elect the President and Congress and

these two mustn't interfere with each other, 01; if they did the third

power, the courts, came along and umpired it out between them, and kept
giving a sort of balance. And that was democracy. No nart of the Govern-
ment must get too powerful, and put it over oﬁ any other part.

And then, as a kind of afterthought, had come the first Ten
Amendﬁents, which proiected the people and said that the Government |
mustn't push them about. For it was their Government., They had chosen
tﬁe kind of government they wanted, and had put it in the Constitution
tr iast forever. The people who had fought the Revolution didn;t like
kings, they didn't like Government-established churches, they didn't
like to be }ailroaded without a regular trial. So when tﬂey looked - i
over the Constitution they weren’t certain that this new goverrment they 3
had just created mlght not turn out to be like the old governments
‘bha'b had pushed a’bout the plain people, or pe0ple who opposed the
Government. And the fathers who had fdught the Revolution and written
the Constitution took a long breath and wroﬁelinto the Bill of Rights
the great freedoms-~freedom of the press, freedom to worship, the right

to assemble peaceably, trial by jury, protection against unlawful .search R

and seizure.

l It had been hard work learning all this, absorbing it, and

all the time trying to talk like an Amerlcan and look like an American.
And then the great day had come, the day when they went to

court with their sponsors, who said the& were of good character, and
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they took the ocath of loyalty to-the United States of America, and

the Judge welcomed them into the great family of Americans, and told them
to live worthilyiaé Americans. And then he soﬁétimeadshOOR hands with
them, if there were not too many, and they sang "America", and joined in
the salute to the flag, all saying it together.

' The third Sunday of May is "I Am An American Day." Since 1940
it has been set aside by the Congress and by the President's proclamation
to commemorate annually the importance of American citizenship. This
-year, our célebration of "I Am An American Day" carries a special sig-
nifidance, because the year juét passed saw more foreigners become
citizens than any year since naturalization began. - There were just
short of 400,000 of them. If naturalization should keep up at that rate
all the aliens in the United States would be naturalized in less than
ten years, and today this group is less than thrée per .cent of the
total population. And yet it is far more- important than this percentage
" indicates. There are, for example, some 600,000 Ttalians now in the
)rUnited States; but the men and women bf‘Italian‘biood and therefore
Ttalian sympathies and traditions run into several millions. And so
with the Irish and the Poles and Scandinavians{and the other nation-
alities that make up all the’'divergent strains of our population.

" The unusually large number of new citizens admitted in 1943,
far more tﬁan ever before, is explained bj a number of contributing
facﬁors. For the past five years the natural desire of human beings
to demonstrate their loyalties in time of crisis, particularly in

“this war when the ideologj of fascism clashes with the ideology cf
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democracy, has resulted.in enarmously increased applications for
citizenship. In this period nearly 1,400,000 new citizens have taken
their oaths of allegiance, an average of more thanl270,000 a year since
the European war began.  Other reasons also contribute. Farl Harrison,
Commissioner of Immigration and Naturalization, has reorganized the
district offices of the Service,land for the firstltime in many years
they are current in their naturalization work. And finally, the Federal
Judges have cooperated with the Service to the fullest extent, btholdiﬁg
extra sessions of court specially for this woék, and in;many other ways.
' Impetus was also given this trend by the Registration Act of 1940, whiéh
brought home to those who were not citizens the realization that they-:
were not part.of the American family even though most of them had lived
in this country for many yearse

Added encouragement was gi&en to naturalization by the
Second War Powers Act, which greatly liberalized and simplified thé_.ﬁ
process for members of the armed forces, It eliminated for men in.the-
Army and Nawvy the requirements of filing a declaration of intention _
("first pa;ers“), of a spgtéd period of residepce ip thg United States{
of fees, of educational tests, and, in many insﬁances, of formal
appearance in court. And for the first time in American history it
provided for the naturaligation of American cifizens outside the boundaries

of the United States.
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As a result of these changes, approximately 55,000 of those
naturalized in 1943 were members of the armed forces, of whom some 5,200
were naturalized abroad -- In Icelahd, England, North Africa, Sicily and
the Caribbean -~ by consular officers of officers of the Immigration and
IMaturalization Service, This program is now being extended to the Pacific
and the Far East.

But not everyone who applies for citizenship obtains it. During a
war such applications, particularly of those who are natives of countries
azainst which we are fightinz, undergo an unusually rigorous investigation
by the authorities. It is not surprising! therefore, that a largef percentage
of applicants was rejected iast vear than in any previous year o more than

four per cent of the total.

LEven before we entered the war we recognized that the status of
citizenship could be used to cloak disloyal acts, We had seen the infiltration
" by German agents and spies of the countries which the Nazi Reich had determined
to crush and conquer, We had éeen the moral defenses of these countries con-

fused and softened before physical invasion began. We had seen some countries

of the two American continents overrun by an advance guard of propagandists and

spies disguised as business men or scientists,

In our country there were gatherings of the German—Américan Bund,
where the "new order" was hailed by young men who gave the lazi salute and
discussgd the plans and orders and resolutions that emanated from the A1l
-Highest, Tascist organizations, usually with high-sounding patriotic‘names,
sprang up overnight, catered to current hatred and harned on ancient wrongs-

and prejudices of race and religion, There was marching and counter-marching,
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drilling and preparations against "The Day", and always the propazanda of hate
and disloyalty. The hatred of free democratic ways and open justice, the
Impulse to cruelty and to mob violence, that had found expression years before
in the Ku Klux Klan, in the Know=Nothings, in the A.P.A,, seethed again and
came openly to life in little groups tﬁat met to p£each hatred and violence as
a way of life, even as they invoked the protection of the American Constitution,
to the uninformed and the confused in the bitter pools on the edges of American
democracy, Led by German agents, supported by American men and womer who
fundamentally hated the Democratic concept, they tried again here those methods
vhich in other countries had made easier the final onslaught of the iron forces
of uhe new Ilazi order. Tor if America could only be kept out of the war, how
certain did the victory in Europe become! And after a "liberated& Zurope, a
world of (erman supermen and acquiescent slaves, there would be time and
opportunity to deal with the Western Hemisphere,..

And before Pearl Harbor there was uncertainty thfpughout the country,
.. and many honest isolationists listened to the talk that this was an imperial
war; that we must not be dragged in, while below the surface stirred the old
hatreds, anti-semitism, and the ancient distrust of England, so much of which
had come down through the history books.

Even before Pear] I[larbor a Tederal Grand Jury had been called-in the
" District -of Columbia to investigate. sedition. Subsequently, throughout the
country, there were a number of Federsl indictments and convictions., These
were climaxed by the recent indictment in the District of Colwnbia charging .
thirty persons; most of them American qitizens; with conspiring with members

of the lzi party in this country and in CGermany to establish the National



Socialist form of government in the United States. ' The triai of this’ case
has alread& begun. :

These sedition cases are nart of a general war progfam of the
Department of Justice, which includes cases brought againsf fofeign agents
failing to register their propaganda activities under the Foreign Agents
Rezistration Act, such as George Sylvester Viereck; against the spies caught
by the slow, patient, scientific work of the FBI; against saboteurs. It
" includes the internment of alien enemieg immediately after war was declared,
denaturalization of newly naturalized American citizens who had taken their

oath of citizénship with reservations, and without an honest loyalty to their
new' 7 ad~pted country. All these are correlated activities for the internal
securi£y of the:couﬁtry during the war, for which the Department of Justice
is made responsible uﬁder the lai, )

The act of'choosiﬁg a new country is voluntary for those who would
"be Americans, It is not forced on newﬁoﬁers to our shores, They can if they
prefer live and die aliens on our soil, No pressure isfbroﬁght"on them to

change their allegiance, And, Being voluntary, it involves the exercise of
free choice, and the clear realization of what the choice entzils. ‘Itlshould
not be lightly made, nor the new citizenship carelessly bestowed, Tor to a
sincere man or woman it is no casual or triviel thing to abandon the ties
that have bound hinm to his fatherland, It is not unlike a change of religion,
and very:cleérly the new citizen must see what lies ahead., It is not.enough
‘thet considerations of convenience or perhaps commercial prudéhCE‘or:g sense

" of greater Sec_ux"ity' suggest the decision. It must be an act of faith,
touching not only the mind with the lozic of deﬁocracy, but even more deeply

the heert vdth that vltimate and incorruptible certainty that is the American
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religion — a belief in tbe integrity of the individual man and woman. This is
a deep conviction rooted in the spirit, not easily put into words, but no less
passionate because it may be largzely inarticulate. Today vhen the choice of
livin: zs members of a democratic society, of preserving that society, or of
onnosing, its growth and its freedom, divides the world, loyalty to a country
becones also loyalty to an idea.

or can that loyalty be defined.in a handful of phrases ény more
than the faith which inspires it. Dut we may be certain of‘oné thing, that
the new allegiance must be complete. There can te no unity in our country
if the political clashes of foreisn nations are carried into the new citizen-
ship. Our cultural richness comes from many strain. and from varied races.
Qur American democracy is strong enough to welcome and to cherish many ways
- of thinking and of acting. The melting pot should never mean that men must
be forced to think alike, or to forget the ancient cultures on which our
growth and variety has thrived, To the Anglo-Saxon strain has been added
the Scandinavian, the German, the Irish, the Slavic.

Zut when these men of different nations stand up and claim by free
choice to be a part of us they must forever foreswear and f&rsake the old
loyalties, ¥Fow they are Americans, no longer Poles ér Greeks, Russians'or
Frenchmen: Iow they are Americans. Now and hereafter, whether we are at
_war or at peace, on the battlefields around lMonte Cassino or in the factories
of Detroit or Chicago, in the wﬁr and around the peace tables; everywhere
and at 211 times we are Americans, now and forever, whether once we were sons
of another nation; even if our fathers and'ﬁheir fathers had fought for what
they cherished in Ireland or in Rusgia or in Spain,

Once citizenéhip is accepted there rust be no more divided loyalty.

When men fight disloyalty becomes treason. And as victory is nearer and the .
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‘wholé'complicated‘picture of post-irar EurOpé-approaches, and the tanzled
social and political map begins to unfold,lﬂmcricans mist never for a
moment férget that they'are no lonrcer Européans, and that they cannot own
allegiance to more fhan dne countryr, Theodo;e Rgosevelt, thirty years ago,

% ;f the beginning-oflthe first World Var said: ﬁTh;re is n6 room in this
country for hyphenated Americanism , , . The oné ébs;iutely certain way
of brlnqlng thls Natlon 0 ruin, of preventing all p0351b111ty of its
contlnulng to be a Natlon at all, would be tn permlt 1t to become a tangle
of squac:bllng natlona.lltles. o » Y |
Today President Roosevelt's,warﬁ{ng has special applicatioﬁ.

' iﬂdée& the responsible leaders of Européanjnations which have given lafge
groups of cltlzens to the United States realize the importance of thls'“
Ur‘_nc:.ple that an Amerlcan citizen's sole loyalty is to the United St.ates.
For example, recently Polish Prime Ihnister Stanislaw Mikolajeczyk stated
thaﬁlﬁe could see nothing but harm resulting from a confusion of the Old"
Hcrld's problems with ‘those of the new and that he would not tolerate anj
interference in American politics by agents of his Government.  The
responsibility, however, is not upon foreign groups alone to refrain from
enlisting the aid of our citizens. A maJOr dut& also falls on free Amerlcan
citizens themselves when appeals are made to them to use thelr American
cltlzenshlp to 1nf1uence the solvtlon of some forelgn dispute. They should
asle themselves whether those who appeal to 'bhem are advancrlg foreicn
_1nterests or the 1nterests of the nited States. An American citizen
should ﬁéﬁef be:eﬂiistea inja.fqreign cause ﬁhicﬁ runs conﬁrarylto the
interests of this, his‘ﬁwn, qountry. o

| :Efﬁday se welcome our new citiZens. ﬁnﬁ_today, here in Liddletown,

Ohib, the ﬁmerican‘Légion Post of this City together with other veterans!
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and servicemen's organizations, are holding with us brief memorial services
for the men of Butler county who have given their lives in the nresent war.
They are nc more; and it is apwnropriate that we should cherish their memory
as a part of the ceremony in greetin, the newcomers so that they too may hold
that memory dear. And today, throurhout the nation, all of us remember, as
it wer together, humbly, but wiith a steady and ardent pride, what it is to

be an American.



