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Governor Peery, President Gaines, Distinguished Guests, Ladies and Gentlemen: 

There is an indescribable charm in the very name of Virginia 

that makes her call, whether to one of her O\'ffi sons or to one of a sister 

State, a command which may not easily be denied. 

Her matchless contribution to the early glories of the Republic 

and her co'stly sacrifices to a prine ipJ.e TIhich her pe ople had been taught 

since the beginning of the Nation, have set her apart, as primus inter pares, 

in the community of states. The late Bishop Beverley Tucker, 8...."1 illustrious 

kinsman of him whose name is associated with the building we are here to 

dedicate, caught this thought and feelingly expressed it in a poem corr~emo­

rating Virginia's contribution to the Union. With a deep pride in her past 

and in prophetic vision of the futut:'e, he said of this old Commonvrealth: 

"She dowered the land wi th greatness 

And wrote thy illustrious name 

Uith deeds of her peerless children 

On the opening page of fame: 

And, like the wind in its swiftness 

She uill come to the Nation's call. 

Wherever the fight is fiercest 

Or thickest the arrows fall, 

She will bring to thy aid and succor 

Her treasure and blood and all". 

Stirred by these memories, I am happy in the opportunity of speak­

ing today in Vil'ginio to Virginia. 
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On my ~ay from Uashington to this historic spot, I turned from the 

road, a short dista..."I1ce from Luray, to enjoy the magic view of mountain and 

valley that makes of the SkYl~-a-~Drive an unquestioned rival of anything to 

be seen in Switzerland or in the Pyrenees. There I found the small stone 
" 

monument, which marks the point at uhich Sir Alexander spottswood, Colcnial 

Governor of Virginia, with his adventurous band of Cavaliers, called Knights 

pf the Golden Horseshoe, first caught sight of the Shenandoah Valley. The 

date was 1716. At that time there was no English settlement beyond the Blue 

Ridge. The purpose of the expedition was not alone to discover what lay 

beyon~, but to determine whether it might be possible to establish a settle­

roent that would intercept communication between the French colonies in 

Louisiana and Canada. It uas this same purpose that actuated the disastrous 

expediticn under General Braddock, five decades later, which cost his 

life and brought fame to a Virginian aide-de-camp, na...~ed George Uashington. 

We are told that the Governor and his comrades were so stirred by 

the glorious expanse of woodland and field stretching before them, that 

they forthwlth dismounted, fired a volley and enthusiastically drank a 

health to the King, in abundant bumpers of champagne. As I paused at the 

moment, I thought how little that group of administrators and explorers could 

know or even guess of the future of that great area v/hich no white man had 

ever penetrated; or of the millions who would pour into it, and, with the 

Vigor, the courage and the restlessness of the pioneer, press on and still 

on until they had covered every space from the Blue Ridge to the Pacific. 

Among the settlers that the future was to bring were groups of 
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hardy scotch-Irish from Pennsylvania and Carolina TIho, with a quick appre­

ciation of the good things 91' the. world, were content to pause in this 

beautiful valley of Virginia, to \Vin its fertile soil from the Indians, to 

dot it with their farms, schools and churches, and to raise up men, whose 

courage and devotion, in a moment of the greatest peril to the Revolution, 

would wring from the heart of TIashington this moving tribute: 

"Leave me but a tattered banner of my COUlltry, 

and'r \ViII plant it on the hills of West Augusta 

and rally round it a band of patriots who will 

lift our country from the dust and set her free." 

But these emigrants were not alone patriots and sold.iers. There 

was implanted in their souls a love of knowledgo, and ,a consciousness of 

the advantages of educat.ion. To that love and that consc iousness Virginia 

and the Nation owe this ancient seat of learning, whose culture anu influ­

ence, begun in humble surroundings, have spread from one end of the conti­

nent to the other. And let me observe in passing that it was well for 

Washington and Lee Uni versi ty that these ~n, who were its earliest spon­

sors, did not share the view of one of the most celebrated of the Colonial 

Governors, Sir William Berkeley, who, in his report to the Commissioners 

in London, some three quarters of a century after the birth of the colony 

of Virginia, said: 

"I thank God we have no free schools or 

nprinting, and I hope v'VD shall not have for 

none hundreu years, for learning has brought 

"heresy and disobedience into the VTorld, aHd 
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"printing has divulged them and libels against 

"the best Governments. God he Ip us from both." 

I cannot claim for the great Virginian, in whose honor this build­

ing has been erected, that he came of this pioneer Valley stock; but his fine 

qualities of mind and character and his rich heritage were of peculiar value 

in the gro~th and development of this historic University to which he devoted 

the latter years of his life. His forebears were Cavaliers. His direct an­

cestor, st. George Tucker, the son of the En~lish Governor of Bermuda and 

the first of the family to settle in Virginia, came at the age of eighteen 

to study at the College of William and Mary at Williamsburg. The rnatchle ss 

eloquence of Patrick Henry had already-kindled the fires of the Revolution, 

and the little Virginia Capital was a hot-bed of revolt. 

Inspired by the spirit of freedom abroad in the land, st. George 

Tucker, TIith pen and suord, took up the cause of the colonists. When, in 

the bitter time of disaster that succeeded Lexington and Concord, the over­

throw of Washington's forces seemed inevitable, he conducted, with great 

courage and skill, a hazardous but successful expedition to the West Indies 

and captured a ship-load of gunpowder, which he brought back across an ocean 

infested with English ships of war, and delivered it at Valley Forge to re­

plenish the exhausted supplies of the dispirited Continentals. 

At the siege of Yorktown he took a soldier's part as Lieutenant­

Colonel of a Virginia regiment; and at the time of the establishment of peace 

and the adoption of the Constitution, he was acknowledged as one of the lead­

 	 ing men of Virginia. A teacher of law at William and Mary, a judge of the 

General Court of Virginia, a judge of the.Court of Appeals, and finally a 

judge of the Federal District Court, he died in 1823, at an advanced age, 

(G
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universally loved and venero.t0d. 

His son, st. George Tucker, born in 1780, likewise atte~ded 

William and Mary College. Later 1:e served as a soldier in the Hal" of 1812, 

&"'1d, soon after the restoration of peace, was elected to the Cont:;ress. At 

the conclusion of his second term, he declined a re-election, and after a 

short time spent in the state Senate or VirGinia, became Judge of the Superior 

Courts of Chancery for the W'inchester and Clarksburg Districts. This Court 

sat at Winchester, then a small and somewhat inaccessi ble tovm. There he 

organized a law school, to which were attracted students from all parts of 

Virginia and the South. In 1831 he was a:i.Jpoin ted President of the Virginia 

Court of Appeals. After a decade in that post, he resi@lcd to accnpt a 

professorship in law at the UnIversity of Virginia. On his tombstone in 

the old cometary at Wincl1ester, ncar thG head of the Valley, is inscribed 

this opitaph: 

LRL\Rl\[ED. WI TROUT PED.ANTHY 

BR~VE WITI{OUT AUSTERITY 

CHEERFUL WITHOUT FRIVOLITY 

GENTLE VVTTHOUT W-fuU\1~SS 

IJIEEK BUT U1\TBE1ID ING 

RIGID TIT MORALS l"ET INDULGE~"T TO 

ALL FAULTS BUrr HIS OWN. 

His son in turn, whose; memorial this building shall be, carric~d 

on the family tradition of scholarship, instruction, statesnwnship m~d devo­

tion to'the public service. John Randolph Tucker, named for his dis­

tinguished half-uricle, John Randolph of Roanoke, we.s born at Winchester in 

1823. He was thrice elected Attorney General of Virginia, a~d six times 
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a member of the national House of Re:presentatives, where he served wi th dis­

tinction during a :period of .critical events in our national history. 

An advocate of peculiar effectiveness, learned in his profession, 

a leader of the Bar, he relinquished his private :practise and his official 

career to devote his undivided time to Washington and Lee University. From 

1889 until his death in 1897, he presided as Dean of its Law School with 

the grace, charm and wisdom inherited from his forbears, leaving at his 

death his son, st. George Tucker, the namesake of his grandfather, and himself 

a distinguished jurist, lai~er, statesman and teacher, to continue the unsel­

fish services that each ion in turn had rendered to state and Nation. 

There are few American familie~ with such an illustrious history. 

To have an op:portunity to participate in the ded,ication of this building, 

about which hover the great s of the present and the :past, is a moving 

ex:perience. Here, in this beautiful environment, are the tombs of Robert E. 

Lee and "stonewall tt Jackson. From this neighborhood s:prang that staunch 

old hero, Sam Houston, uho gave Texas to the Union, and that sailor-hero, 

Matthevl Fontaine J/.Iaury, lmmm as "The Pathfinder of the Seas n, Hho carne back 

in his old age to die in the peace and Cluietude of this smiling land.. Nor 

do I f.orget that it was George Washington himself, who turned over to this 

institution, as an endowment, the that came to him from the slature 

in recognition of his services in the independence of our country. 

It is not strange that these men, their lives, thej_r TIor}::s 3Ild 

their memories, are of precious concern to Washington and IJeG Universi ty and 

~ 	 to the State of Virginia. Even those of us who were not fortunate enough to 

have been born -rJi thin your borders I hope, yJi thout intrusion or presump­

tion be tted to take pride in your traditions and to profit from 

'
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them &~idst the pressing problems and of our OWll timesl 

I spoke a feu moments ago of the uho first penetratud 

this Valley. Consider their meager material equipment, but think too of 

their spiritual qualities, their superb and the courage and self-

reliance vvhich enabled them confidently to face their unkr).ovm destinations 

and their unknonn destinies! Let us not regard thGID as men apart. Indoed, 

the whole lesson of their lives \lould be lost to us should ne conceive of I 

them as possessed of super-mortal characteristics that rendered them immune 

to human fatigues and hurnarl discouragements. No, these were brave men, 

but still men, proceeding upon their adventures - self-rospect~ng~ in­

, alert, resourceful, full of the spirit of initiative a~d enter-

se, prepared to face sacrifices endure bitter hardship. 

I am sure that this spirit has not perished from the 

earth. Cha~ge is ever uith us. Ours is not nou, and never has been, a 

static civilization. There are still frontiers to c.r05s, for education 

itself, as I need not remind such an audience as this, is but an exploration 

of pathless areas to a better and more complete life. 

We hear much talk of in the midst of 6. crinis; but, in 

this environment, and at an institution I1here the memories of the men. I have 

mentioned are held in eternal honor, need I stress the fact that every·era 

is one of crisis and that each age is, and eyer has been, one of chango? 

'Who, for example, better than the man to tlhom this. building is dedicnted, 

would appreCiate that in the midst of a man-made world, just now suffering 

from a senseaf moral frustration, no problem of Government is so difficult 

as the attempt to establish a true balance amongst the r and dutios, 

both individual and collective, that in the end determine the scope and 
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operation of justice? villa, better than he, would understand. that j 11stice 

in the modern state is a fabric of infinite pattern, and that the unending 

effort to grasp and its elusivG sigr~ificance should us vli th 

hope instead of 

Here, in the prosence of the sacred memories of those TIllo have 

gone before, let us be of good courage and of good cheerl No living insti­

tution is ever finished; no' rigid formula for the solution of hwnan probloms 

is ever to bo dovi8ed. Hore on this hallowed ~oil of Virginia, lot 

us resolve to derive renewed inspirntion from those who sleep around us, 

and \7ho have shorm us, in meeting the and difficulties of their 

generations, how to meet the challenges of our aNn, 




