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I want to extend to all of the offi.cials and GID~loyees of the Iromigra­

tion and Naturalization Service a hearty welcome to the Department of Justice, 

I hope that you will soon find yourselves at home in the Department and at 

one with its purposes. 

I have long been familiar with the splendid work of your Service. It 

has a distinguished history and it may well be that the period which we are 

now entering will mark one of its points. For at this tL~e with our 

pressing alien problems your Service becomes one of the key branches of the 

goverlll'llent. The focus of the country's attention is upon you and will be for 

some time to come. The responsibilities of each of you viill from nOTN on be 

heightened. The countI'Y looks to you for strong, wise, and intelligent action, 

These are not easy tim.es in which to handle the problems that arise 

in connection with the alien. The swift c~rrents of international conflict 
I 

unloose dangerous emotions and distort our norIIL!3.1 perspective. In that 

setting, the greatest single force for national stability will be a confid~mt 

knowledge on the part of the country that you are doing your job force­

fully, effectively -- yet calmly and in a common-sense way. 
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For that reason I want to outline the poJ.icy of this Department 

on the problems within your jurisdiction. 

1. There will be a more strict control of the privilege of 

entering this country. The doctrine that any person may come to this 

country unless it is sho~n that he is a menace must at least temporarily 

yield to the policy that none shall be a~~itted unless it affirmatively 

appe;;.lrs to be for the .Am.erican interest. To that end, in cooperation 

with the Departmellt of State, greater strictness will be exercised over 

privileges to enter and an increased vigilance at borders. 

2. We favor £! simple, straightfoI"Nard registration and 

identification of all non-citizens who are in our midst. This of course 

carries no criminal stigma and no implIcations of any sort. It is a 

Simple recognition of. non-citizenship common in all countries. It must 

not be carried out offensively or oppressively_ 

If I, as an American, were today a resident in a foreign 

country, I would welcome the opportunity to go to the authorities and 

explain the reason for my presence and what my, activi tj.es were, &nd to 

obtain some kind of certification which I might show as evidence of 



my good fcith. I believe that in this country alien registration 

will bring to those aliens who comply with it e. large degree of 

protection fron local harassments and othor embarrassments, and that 

this plan if carried out Droperly will be c. benefit to the o.lien who 

conplies. 

3. At'tor registration is con:pletod there will be a residue 

of unregistered aliens who will not comply, either because it would 

disclose illegal entry, or because it night disclose other crimes, or 

because I:lany of theta o.rc ignoro.nt or uninforr:I.ed or mistnken about our 

law. We :must set up :-1o.chinery to deal fairly and dispcssiona.tely 

wi th these cases according to the individual I:leri ts of the particular 

situo.tion. 

4. I cGnnot on:phQsizG too strongly that it is the duty of 

Q departnent which clo.i17'£ to be a Depo.rtnent of Justice to donI with 

the non-citizen in this country without projudico, without malice, 

and with scrupulous fairness. rrl:o three and .2 helf nillion o.liens 

in this country arc most of thml loyal to our' principles. We T:lust 

renom.ber that nost of then have soug..1-J. t this country as 2. haven fron 
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other systehls of government. Most of them, like millions of immigrants 

before them, have the makings of good Americans. But hateful or unjust 

treatment of loyal non-citizens may have the result of making them the 

prey of those who would organize a "fifth colurrJ1l" here. No greater 

disservice to the cause of American unity and defense can be perpetrated 

than the wholesale arousing of hate against persons of foreign birth 

who have been attracted to this country by our promise of American 

opportunity. 

It will be the duty of this Depf.'rtment, while firmly insisting 

upon alien observation of the precautions which we see fit to take for 

the national defense, also to insist upon American citizens' showing 

due fuld decent observance of the rights of aliens who do so comply, 

and it may very well be that a protection of the leg1timate rights of 

aliens may become as important a duty of this new unit in the Department 

as the enforcement of the law against them. 




