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Mr. prosidcl1t, distinguished guests, Gnd members of tho National press Club. 

Presidont Murphy and his associo.tes, I trust, have imposed not too 

severo r::. strci n upun your good n"".turo in arrc.nging this midsummer seance with 
• -'J; i ~ 

"Lan and the; NoV! Dar.::!.." For my own P*~J'l\:,I r;;elcomo t:nis opportunity. 
" '''. 

I run gr8.tifiod, too, at finding so many norritJ:,;~s of tho No. tional Pross Club 

horo, despi to the opprossi vo hoat. .~ 

I run p::.rticulnrly glad t·:) cddros r.:t [. time 'Phon the progrnm 

of tho DE?ps.rtmeut (;f Justice, thanks to ne,7 legisla.t ion enactod by tho 

Sevonty-third Congress, is being roundod into shape. Limitations of time 

mnko it inrpGssiblc to present n picture of mJre then u small part of the ';'Jork 

c: tho De];lo.rtment nhich I WJuld liko to dmscuss bo·th from tho standpoint of 

,;-{nt", t has boon done in the lc.st fifteon months and \7h~t is planned for the 

f·ut UT'C • I hGVO t:.. fooling thnt tho significance of SJnlO of it has 



beon lost in tho rush of events. 

It is my oarnost hope, that tho contacts of tho pross 17ith tho Dopartmont 

17il1 incroaso aD til:1O goe son. rThon you loam noro of rrhnt is plannod and 

r:hut is possi b10 u-'rldor our onlr.rgod proc.;ro.J:J., I an suro you rrill concur in thrlt 

vio\7. To no tho pross conferoncos c.t tho Dopartnont of Justi co have boon 

both ploasant nnd stinulo.ting•. Tho cooperation of tho pross has beon ~ 

cD.rdir~l aid to the Depnrtrmnt in tho past hoctic nonths. And, lot m c.dd,. 

it io rolied on for the futuro; and I guo.rcntco,. despite tho outcrios of tr.c 

tinid, tha.t no big bud nolf of cOl1Dornhip \7ill got in your rloy. 

In tho pant, I havo ,boon t old, tho norm go.thorinc; f'rntorni ty, hus boon 

inclined to ragerd thiD arn of tho Govor:rx1Cnt no a ba.ilirrick of oocrocy, nhoro 

tho tendency huo boon to uithhold ruther than to broadc:st. It hus boon 

lool{ed upon aD 0. "gun-shoet! adjunct, rillere allapoo.lc in uhis1'o1's and rihero 

furtivo individua.ls slink out fror.l tinc to tirle to trnil the unuo.ry citizon. 

If this has ovor beol1 truo in tho po.nt, lot!; r.1C rlOOUI'O you that it obtC:.ino no 

longoI'. ITe havo a practical job to do. In the npiri t of tho Not., Doal, 

riO r~ro doing it in tho siJjlplcnt and Dont o:G~o,ctivo r:o.y po Dcible, \1ithout 
t "";~"\,, 

unnecccsury concec.lnont. \70 \1clconc your}~J;.oneot Dcrutiny, bccuuDe, in 0.11 

franknooo, VIO vcry rluch donirc the curnest ~o.ttcntion of the public. iilide­

cproncl popular understanding and cupport;:~.re inpernt i vely noeded if our branch 
,. :

~ 

of tho Govorn.'tJ.ont i:::; to pIny i tc full pert in tho offort to rnke nir.lple decency 

tho rulo of conduct in hieh and lou uolko of life. 

That, in of:foct, io the spirit of tho HeYI Deal. So long norc cormon 

procept:::; of richt und '\1Tong ul1hcodecl in our nationc.l thinkinG, und ignored in 

l:JD.ny phacoG of our no.tional life, tInt it uue n natUI'C'~l chock in r.1D.ny qunr­

tors '\7hon nn adninictl'o.tion uado bold to proclc.ir: thc.t ccrtnin old virtuoc 

noro to be revived and their vitality roooGertod. It in fron thODe quc.rterc, 
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in lnrge I1CUCDrO, th~t riO hecr Duch ttin y;o.il.G o..c "rock to tho Conctitution." 

In pncoing, lot 1:10 renind you that ono of tho noot irlporto.nt to..cka of the 

Attorney General 10 to paoc u:pon the Conoti tutionnlity of vnriouD proponelo, 

rleru::;urCD and ol1o.ctr.lC ~lt[j • 10 it not ob~ioUD thct, aD C lo.~7cr chnrged 

rlith ouch Grave rccponoibility, the hoc..d of the Dopartr~:.cnt of Juctice 

00011 \1ould 00::10 to Griof if he did Violence to tho fundnI:lontnl lnll ia 

hio intcrprcto..tionc? Let rID nCDura you and thoDo \1ho cry out thnt 

Iibortio 0 ho. vo b oell loot, thr. t thero 0.1'0 no 1:101'0 zenlouc gunrdinno of 

Conoti tutL cnnl rightc thc..n tho officinlc r;ho heCld und nan tho lOGul branch 

of our Govornr.:o nt. 

Nenrly n yonI' nco, cpcnl<:ing before tho .ltt1Oricnn Enr J\.coocintion 

noctj.ng r:.t Gro.nd Ro.pidc, I1lichicnn, I diocuccod thin general cubjcct at 

00:10 connic1ero..blo lenGth. lJothillG hnc :b.nppencd cinco that tir::e \7hich 

heu: enuoed G.O to rogret or rii thdrc.1l nnythj.ng I then t:nid. It \7nO r:ry viot: 

thon, nnd it io ny vicr; nor;, thc.t the cOllotitutionul difficult ioc inherent 

1 r,~E-:2
in the recent leGiolntion nrc groDDly tlOGl!.1t:EtLod. 

, 1 ~ 1 

it" 

t~ :~" 

Duri:!.1[r, tho Ylorld nc.r, U11UGuul lC(Siolc.tfol1 ~;.uo cnc~ct()d, dmlline 17ith 

Deloctivc oervico, oopiol1o.go, the YInI' Il1.d~trioD 
~ 

Boord, food udr:liIliotrntion, 

the control of rc.ilrCD.(lc, inc1uotrinl no1?,il'izution, und the like. 

Tho Coneti tutiol1 caeily D:Jt the teet o.nd r.nrchcd rri th the noed 

of tho tine. 
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As President Wilson once said, "The Constitution is no mere lawyers' 

docunent, but the whole of the na.tion's life." 

In dealing with given cases, I am confident that the courts, in the words 

of Mr. Justice Eol.l'!lCS, will consider them "in the light of our whole experience, 

and not merely by what was said a hundred years ago." 

Thus far, in cases in which the courts have passed upon the essential as­

peets o~ rocent legislation, tL8 results have been almost uniformly satisfac­

tory. Those who foar, or affect a fear, that the Constitution is in serious 

peril shoulQ pause to re~loct that Mr. Chief Justice HUghes and the Associate 

Justices of the Supreme Court of the United states have the last 't':"ord upon this 

subjoct; and if the., propn.ots of evil and disastor show a lack or confidence in 

the cisdom of that Court, I have no hesitancy in asserting mine. 

Each· crises, each Gra produces its Otm pec'.J.liar legal problems, and our 

judicial tribunals have never failed to solvo them with constructive intelli­

genee. It is a source of inspiration to .r~~xize that the law is not a mere 
r ";;,i,:, 

body of precedents bu.t, on the other hand l !.~.: ~'1iving, vital, growing thing, 

faehionod for service and constantly bOin~,refashioned for further, service. 

It is my solemn conviction that wha~<'~s going fortrerd is not a violation. 

but ratter a vindication of our 'form of Constitutional Government. 

But I am. here to toll you what 01..1.1' conception of the general -tasks of the 

Department were at the outset, rrhat has boen done about it and what it is pro­

posod to do. Perhaps I a\all bo pardoned if I voice tho conviction that these 

ot'f··:,rts have made tho VJe.y of the transgressor considerably harder in this coun­

try. And I r.ant to add that we arc engaged in no indiscriminate cru.sade. 

Only those ~~osc contempt of tho law and the rights of fellow citizens lead 

them into devious ways noed tako alarm. 
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Ono of t.ho most serious [;i tuatione confronting U:J 10 tilat of tho doproda­

tiona of gangster bands v!hich have dovolopod to ominous proportions in this cau1.'n­

try. With roponl, tho interest of those groups has boen shifted from illicit 

J.iquor o:pc;rations to kidnaping end other moans of terrorism by which large sums 

of monoy arc extorted from the families of tho victims. The Division of Invost1­

cation of this Department, somonhat handicapped though it has been by lack of 

funds, equipment and personnel, has undortaken within the limitations of Federal 

authority, to cope with this problom. As you know, I have follm1od this matter 

wi th n v()ry deep porsonc.l interest. Tho rostor of our successes is truly im­

prossive. But thero aro still at large notorious gangsters, and it is a :!latter 

of grn'Vc concern that they have thus far been successful in eluding capture -

Cond that ttoy so often escape after being captured. Such experiences, I assume, 

nrc implicit in the problem, 1'ut no metter how long tho chase goes on it will 

novor be abandoned until success is achievod. 

But our approach to this prob10m hus de1relopod othor factors equally sinister. 

For CXOIl1:plo, ':70 found th[l..t the connivr.:.nt;:!e,?pf tho unscrupulous lnuycr was ono of 
I ":,,,1,',' 

tho chiof rclicnces of predatory crL"!linc.l;~ ;r;ho would dofy tho la.w, end la.ugh at 

its agents. This lo~ practitioner was encountered at every turn, ready to dis-

t.!ard overy vestige of' ethics in order to' ..covor up his client's ccts, to got him 
';~', "),: 

off in the CGurts or actuelly to plot tho carrying out of criminal purpose~. 

To rench this evil, ue have sct under ~ay not only vigorous efforts through the 

Foderal'machinery to apprehend and punish such un~orthy members of the bar, but 

arc in touch uith bar associations everyrihore in the corn.mon purpose of making it 

more difficult for such men to practice laue This condition is a matter of deep 

personal concern to every reputn.blo lawyer in the United states. 
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sttll o.nother ccourge \70.0 found in the fnct tho.t in COIle corJ:r.1U11itiec, 

'polit icc o.Y'.cl corru:ptio~l r;oro co intorrrovc:1, go.ngctcrc D.nd officio.lc co 

int crliIllccd) thnt the trQilD f olloHcd for crinino.ln led nlco to nen cuppoced 

to bo holdinG public truoto. In ::.:ono il"r:: tancoe" police officinlo rlO1"O 

brouGht under gro.ve cucpicio~, nnd public officio.lo, uho go.ve aid o.nd 

cor..1fort to :f1.lcitivc duc:pcro.doec, '.;orc nrreoted o.nd oonvicted. Along 

r;ith theco thinG::: \-rao e!lco~tcrod the oilly, coddling rmtico of COIle Ilinor 

offi core 'i;ho, if nothing \;01"00, 10 ct their headc in the glnre of the 

But for beh:lvior of thio kind GOI1e of the mot notoriouo 

Gnngotern uould nover r~ve boen o.t lo.rSc.~ftor thcir firot co.pture. I 

regret, 0.100, to report tho.t 0. DeBtlCnt of the public ho.c exhibited 0. Ilo.udlin 

oYTIpo.thy tornrd;::; the noot dcnpicc.ble of Gcu1gotoro. Thone uho, at thin hour, 

rOIm.nticize crL.~e ure, in D. very 1"00.1 cOllo,e, Qidero and nbettorc of the 

crirJiI'lLl 1. Thin, a.t onco, e:J.pmoizoo tho need of 'iridcoprcnd nnd accuro.to 
,. 


inforiJfl tiOll 00 thc.t 0. cUi.:::gniC;l of oduco.t ion r1C.Y go ho.nd in hund 'IIi th tho 


ca:npnisn Q(3ninct crinc. I op0nk to you, the n~·.lbaDOo.dorD of the public in 

f'~·~ ."."! 
ouch ;::nttcro, rrith nIl pOD eiblc enrnorrti1:qw~. 

In oxnL1ininG tho rODourcoo r:ith 17hiclt'thO Dcpnrtnont, rrithin the linito. ­

tiono of' J.Toclornl nuthority, could. pla~ d :part ir.:. the crino cr:orcency, 'iTO 

found it Dinple cnouGh to rule out th.s<:fnctor of political preDcure. That 

':e did by [lorely rulinG it out. And \70 did not thirlk nc '-:01"0 doil1G anything 

extraordinnry. Yot I cruld tell you !:IDl1Y c. talo of tho dcvioUD neD.nD by 

rrhich nen, 'iJichil1G to eoco.po proGOcutioll or cnin other o.dvD.nto.Go, Dcok to 

f1 roo. chIt 1"0 qp ono i blo offi ci 0.1 0 • I l1c.ve been C!.lD.Zed. conD tautly at the extent 

of tho cor.'::lotion oycn notoriouc racketeero ho..vo boc!1 DucceoDful in kickin13 

up by UD or Dceld!1[; to UDO the influenco of their politica.l friendD or the 

device of noll concoived propuGnnda.. 
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I have not :::;PO}:O:l of othor tYl)OG of r.lD.lefnctorD rli th '\1ho1:1 the Dopnrt­

[lent of Juotice r.1WJt denl juot o.G f'in~lly, nD in.pnrtinlly end e.G diligently 


:10 it d.OOD r:ith thor.;c' r:1:10 por:pctra.te cri1.1CG of violel1ce. They, nloo, 


require the CO!1otc.:i:lt nlortnoDD of the l!'odcrnl 10.\1 onforconcnt cccncico" 


I have heretofore roferred to nov leGiclntion enacted by tho recent 

COl1r;rcf.,c. The Dcpa.rtnol1t o1~ Juct i co cubnittcd for Coneroooi cnnl approval 

tr:o T.njor i tCT.'lO; nar::.cly: n cot of crino billc al1d [111 net to enablc the 

SuproDe Court to 1:1.0.1:0 unifoI'n rulcc in civil CllGe::;. Prncticnlly 0.11 of 

thone r.nucurca verc paeood no nubtuttcd. I do not focl thtJ.t I cnn too 

ctrolJgly COl:lplirlont th.c t1etlbcI'a of the Ganc;rene upon the ir careful nnolyoi n 

of thoDe ncQ.:mr0 0 , thoir evid~nt deoll'c to be of the utuoot noaiotnnce, and, 

their pronpt pnoonco of oJ.l of ther.l. I think that tho peoplo of the country 

nro to bo Conel'o.tulated upon tho excellent 1:101'k of the COl1crcoG in thio 

rocpoct, and I tnke thin opportunity to c:t..1Jrcca J.JUblicly r:w n:pprecio. tion 

nnd ndnirntion :E'er tho 1:nnnor in 1"1hich thooo billa r1C:l'O handled c.nd the 

U-'I1.ii'Or.t:l courtooy D..."1.d conoider", tion 0110\711 r:o and tho other nonboro of the 
I, ~ 

DopCl.rtncnt of JUG ti co • 

Eonifoctly riC CQuld n01 ther ic:;nore not "tUil to chore in tho concern felt 

by I101:1bcro of, COl1Grcoo concerninG both qconony plano arn Ill"'.y ol...-tcnnion of tho 
J ' • I 

Fcdorcl police :porroI' t:lr:t T.licht cncroo.c!j:~:bn tho richto of tho eta. too. We 

felt t~~t cooperction nnd illlderotm1dinc; nll around vere no rruch needed to 

nn~:e our progra.n cffoctive a.n tho Dpccific reforno \70 oouGht , It nno indeed 

in thu t o1'iri t of undorota.ndil1C; thnt tho COl1crcco, doc.pito elll thoir othor 

crtJnt caroD, cUrr to it thn tour proGrntl \"'fnG Grnnted nlt:lOot 100 :POI' cont. 

Our rccorr.:londn tionc rlCrc noct ce.rofully drnnn. ,All r.nnnor of vory 

radicnl propoculo had beon urc;od. Sono pc ople rrnntod Fedcrol troupe callod 
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out to ::mp:proc::J GC~:lc::::::tcr olJCrct iOl1o. othc;l'C tmntod 0.11 police por:er turr..ed 

over to the Fecloro.l Govornr::cr.t. Still othoro c..dVOC[Ltod the octc.blichncnt 

I cucpoct thc.t if Gono pooplo h::ld had their 

r;"o.y tho Attorncy Genero.l TI rulc1 be iJoa.rillG a. bud(£e Ol"l.d cnrryillG a nix-chooter 

or o.n uutono.tic. It ,-:o.c l:OCC.'X::a.ry to dioct...rc1 nUl1Y recor.J!.lCndr.tioll0. Yot 

tho tcr.dC!lcy of tho orGC-nizocl buci::,cOG 01' cri:lc to talco a.dvQnta.co of the 

protection afforded by stc.tc linon l:lt1dO 110T! Foderal lCGiolatiOIl illpcrntivo. 

:·/0 could ::ot iG1101'o tho chc').llollGC of 8.1": ulldor.·;orl(~ r:11ich hac i tc 0\711 !lOdern 

ro.']ourccc u:.:d aCCCf.HJ to nor: CJ:!c1 l:11lI'do1'01,lo '\100.1'0110, und iDa'blo to tnko 

Ctutouobilo platoD and rk'li;'ltc.Lin an unclorc;round cOl:ll.runicc~tion nynton for tho 

bCI::.oftt of QutluY/c. 

You 0.1'0 0.11 nor0 or lCCD fanilio.r r:iththo Do-cc.llcd crino billa, ul1d 

I chC.ll llot lXtUcC to clcncrtbo ·thor: norc il~ dotail. I.:Ioroovor, tho norw­

pc::')orc of tho country hnvc boon Gel1Croua in Civi::C 1,7ide :;.Jublicity to then. 

I rtlJprecir:.to their cooJjoro. tioll, n:lc.t I ploclGo thio Dcpnrtr.:0l1t to e10 ito 

utuoct to 0 troct the full force of t hio .!l.o:'.~;·"'loCiclc..ti 011. 
t ;;, .J .. 

, ' 

"The Fodorc.l Procccluro Bj.llft, tlC it 
" 

~S·:l~Ql1.od, rr:.y not be so '1011 Ul1dcr­

ctooc1 by the public c.t larGe. In ito 011ho1'o, honover, 
~ 

it in fully c.n . 
''i ,­

inportnr.l.t ['.:3 the crir:o bille, a.~1c1 in o6r.io:i:a.yo, fur :':101'e fulldnnantnl. For 

YOGI'S, tho fcdo!'a.l courtn have boe:: a.::chorod to 0..11 out1,;;orn eyota::. Thin Act 

chould b!'il"~G about r. nuch l1ocQod 1'etorl.l. I do not thi!J.l{ it io too 1:1uch to 

110:)0 thr.t r:ho:1. tho SU:;!'0I.:"o C:.mrt fil1o.l1y lute the 11ot! 1'u100 into effect tho 

rccult 'I;il1 bo rocoC;1":izo(1. un 0::"10 of outctn:ll1i:1G ir.:1JOrta:1ce ill r011dorir..c tho 

o.dr.lillictr:::~tion of juoticc 10SG conplicatod, 10cD eX"po:lnivo, n:ad to..r nora 

I an GOi!lG in 0. for; dc-yo 0:: tl.E i:i.1D:)Octiol1 -;iel t to Alco.trc.z Frioon, in 

8. 
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I tho h'1rbor of Sa:: F:'Q.ncioco. The convoroion of thntfror.'ninG old fortrooc 

j.l'}.tO Q pIneo of c0:.1fiW.:.IJ.Ol~t for pri.ool1urc of thc rotrovcrt, or incorriGiblc 

cri:-.lil1..'11 typo, rlO.O 0:10 of tho fir ot otopc i l; our procrer1. Bccl~ol1inG thoro 

to i::votorc.tc offor.dore, it COCl".!D to no ~1 oyr:bol of tho in111ncClblc J)urpooc of 

tho IPodernl Q:vcrnnc11t to :pcrforr.l itG j)f.'.rt ir.. ncJ.\:ing thio country n Gnfer 

1110.co in \711ic1: to Iivo .. 

~7::CE \70' nto.rtod out 011 our cOl:lpni;].l C'.CClinnt cr ine , thoro rlore ttiO 

thinCG by r:-p..ich no rlore C;uidod. One UClO that tho oi tUCltion roquired tho 

vic;orouo, positiv~ IOClc1orohip of tho ono aGoncy in tho country thc.t could 

tree. t the challenco of crino fre Y.l a \"lidc n..'1t iono.l vior:;oint. Tho other 

TIQLi ttut ur..roloD.'til:g Gnd l)crciotont cffort JJhould be bo[..}un ct onco nrn. 

incronood nG rlO Gauc)1t to 10:y Q GtronGor foundation, throuGh the vnriouG 

noD.ouroc I haYe doocri bcd, for 1..1 r:oro int'cllic;o:::.t adniniotrntion of jus­

tice. 

I beliovo t h:::.t tiC ere justified i1: rOlJCtrtil1G cree t proGrecc. Tho COrY.1011 

Gc.nc:ctor, tho corrupt cor~)ora.tion, the crool:oc1 officinl o.ni tho connivL1G 
t,JX·;\I." 

lnn:,ror corto. i:lly call fiT~d cO!.lfort 110i ther",:i:ll the rocord :lor tho outlook. 
~~. '; ~~. 

.luld tho lo.'::-lovi:nc cit iZ01: can bo nSGurod t rc t thoro ho.s bool"':. a sUbetnntinl 

I:lOaSUre of recovory ill c.J1 ll.lport['.l1t ¥:c:dtor of tho c.dr~inistrc.tiol1ts effort 

to briTY'::; l)OClCO Clnd plonty in tho :lnti5~' - roce very frOLl. tho ravaGes of Inu­

looo::.:.oss. T1"1..'1t la:rllonsnoss 11ns tn}~e:: not only hur.nl: life but its econonic 

It is to bo hoped thnt the not: Dopnrtr.ol'lt of :rusti co Buile!. inc r:ill bo 

:ccc,1y for OeCUpCll1cy this Fall. In that buildinG is providod. n conforonco 

hall i-:hi ell r;ill soct sevoral hu.:-d rod people. It has seenod to no fittinG 

tIln t t!lC first inportc::,:.t usc of this rOOLl should be devoted to c. crina COl1­
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forO:1ce vI' ]:~.Qt io:..... -uic1.0 siCni fi CC".:"lCC. I t is r.w pur~)oso in cluo course to 

issue L.'. for~.:.o.l· call fOl' such CO::fOl'C=:CC to bo held c1..uri:~c Ho"Ve:'-.lbor or the 

11LLrt of Doco~-:bcr. Durir:c; tJ.10 DU:-o-Iler, tho COCl)lcto tl.condl.l ;;:ill bo 

"':Jorke cl out. The co:::fore~_i.co Hill cOI:.slclcr procti ct~lly every aspoct of 

crL.'.c c:!:c1 [vpronch -!;he groble:o_l of lc..r: oT'..forconc::t ill n r1O.Y novor boforo 

To it '.-;ill bo i=.-\ritod ropreso::~tntivos fror~ oacll of tho 

stc,t eo of tl!o U:aio::.. I OJ_l confident thr~t such n conference, ur..dcr the 

direction of tho Attor::cy Go;-..crci, r;ill ,serve n usoful :public service. 

Tho plo.l·. has the c:ldorsor.:o:lt of Prcsi dcnt Rooso·felt. 

1':0 nrc Cl:.cnr;cd i:::. Q crir: c~:rl ser ious businoss. The solution of tho 

T)roblo:.:: is Q nnt tel' of tino a21d consta:::lt, :p.:lrelo:lti::C 'f:orlc. 

cou::ti:::c; hoc.vily U";O:1 your hcldful co-o:)orc:ti :;:-:. i""' this vi tal r:nttor. 

f 
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