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Mr. Proeidcont, distinguished gucsts, and mcewbers of tho National Prcss Club.

Precsident Murphy and his associates, I trust, have imposed not too

severe = strain upon your gocod n~nturce in arranging this midsummer seance with

y e

"Lar and tho New Deal " Fer my cwn pagt "I welcome this opportunity.

I am gratificd,tco, at finding so man members of the National Press Club

here, despite the oppressive hoat,.

(3

xwﬁu ot o time vwhen the program

of the Departmernt of Justice, thanks to now legislation cnacted by the
Seventy-third Congress, is being rounded into shape. Limitations of time
make it impossible to present a picturc of morc thm a small part cof the work
¢Z the Department which I would like to d&scuss both ffom the standpoint of
wnat has beon done in the last fiftecn menths and whot is plammed feor the

future, I have & Toeling that the signifienncc of some of it has



veen lost in the rush of c?onts.

It is my carncest hope, that the contacts of the press with the Dopartmont
17111l inercasc as time gocs on. Then you learn nore of what is planncd and
tvhat is possible under our onlarged program, I am surc you will eoncur in thot
vicv, To mic the press confgrcncos 2t the Departricnt of Justice have boen
both ploasant and stimulatinge. The eooperation of the press has beoen @
cerdinal aid to the Deopartrnent in the past heetie monthe, And, lot me adéd,
it ic rclicd on for the futurc; and I suarontec, despite the ogtcrios of tic
tinid, that no b;g bad wolf of censorchip will get in your way.

In the past, I have been told, the ncws gathering fraternity, has been
inclincd to regerd this arm of the govermpent ac a bailiwigk of socrcey, vhere
the tcendeney has been to withhold rather than to broadecst, It has been
looked upon as & "gun~shoo" adjunet, wherce all speak in whispers and vhere
furtive individuals slink out from tirc to tine to trail the unwary eitizens
If this has cver beon true in the past, .lCtng ascurc you that it obtainsvno
longcer. e hove a practiecal job to do. In the spirit of the Mew Deal,

e arc doing it in the sigplest and mosot ggﬁoptiVO woy poscible, without
b
unnccecosary conccalrent., Wic welceonc your£§fosost scrutiny, beeausc, in all

frankness, we very ruch desire the carncst attention of the public, Widce

spread popular understanding and cupport .arc imperatively nccded if our branch

of the governnent ic to play its full p£¥£ in the gffort to rnke simple dcecney
the rule of conduct in high and low walks of lifc,

That, in cffeet, is the gpirit of the Hew Dcal. So long werc cormon
proecpts of right and wrong unhceded in our national thinking, and ignercd in
many phacces of our national 1life, that it was a nafural shock in nany quar-
ters vhon an adninistrotion made bold to procloin that certain old virtucs

wore to be revived and their vital ity reasserted, It ig fron these quartcrs,

2


http:proclc.ir
http:cupport;:~.re
http:individua.ls
http:allapoo.lc

in large reasurc, thot we hear such thin wails ac "Back to the Constitutione™

In pascing, lot re romind you that onc of the rost irportant tascks of the
Attorney Gcncrﬁl 1c to passc upon the Constitutionality of various proposzls,
rcasurcs and cnactrents, Is it not obvious thot, as ¢ lawyer charged
with such grave responsibility, the hoad of the Departricnt of Justice
soon would comc to gricf if he did violenec to the fundamental law in
hig interprotations? ILet me assurc you and those who ery out that
liverticc have boen logct, thnt there arc no nore zecalous guardians of
Constitutional rights than the officials who head and ron the legal branch
of our Governrent,

Nearly a year ago, speaking before the Arierican Bar Associntion
necting ot Groand Rapiﬂé, lichigan, I discusced thisc goneral oubjcet at
soric concideorable length. Hb%hing has happoncd sinee that tire which

ac caused me to regret or withdroaw anythiné I theon coid. It wao ny view
then, ond it ic my view now, thot the constitutional difficultics inhcront
in thc reoeent legislation arc grossly magﬁxéiéd.

During the World Ver, unusual lcgislation vas cnceted, dealing with
scleetive cerviee, osplonage, the Var Inggétrios Board, g ood adninictration,
the control of roilrendco, inductricl moéilization, and the likc.

The Cogstitutiou casily met the teost and marched with the necd

of the tinc,
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As President Wilscn once said, "The Constitution is no mere lawyers'
documenﬁ, but the whole of the nation's life.”

In dealing with given cases, T am confident that the courts, in the words
of Mr. Justice Holmes, will consider them "in the light of our whole experience,
and not merely by what was said a hundred years ago."

Thus far, in cases in whick the courts have passed upon the essential as-
peets of rceent legislation, the results have been almost uniformly satisfae-
tory. Those who fear, or affecet a fear,;that the Constitﬁtion is im serious
peril should pause to reflect that Mr. Chief Justice Hughes and the Associate
Justices of the Supreme Court of the United States have the last word upon this
subjeet; and if tke, propkets of evil and disaster show a lack of confidence in
the wisdom of that Court, I havevno hesitaney in asserting mine.

Each- crises, each cra produces its own peculiar legal problems, and our
Judicial triburnals have ncver failed to solve them witk constructive imtelli-

geuce. It is a source of inspiration to realize that the law is mot a mere
i .

Aivimg, vital, growing thing,

body of precedents but, on the other hand, 3

fachioned for service and constantly being refashioned for further service.

>

It is my solemn conviction that what,

is gaing forward is not a violation,
“but ratker aivindication of our form ofECOnstitutional Government.

But I am here to tell you what our conceptiom of the gencral tasks of the
Department were zt the outset, what has been donc about it and what it is pro-
posad to do. Perhaps I shell be pardoned if I voice the conviction that these
ctforts have medec the way of the transgressor considerably harder in this coun-
try. And T want to add that we are cngaged in no indiscriminate crusade.

Only those whose contempt of the law and the rights of fellow citizens lead

them into devious ways neod take alarm.

- - 4 -




Onc of the most scrious situations confrontimg us ic that of the depreda-
tions of gangstor bands which have devcloped to ominous proportions in this coun-
try. With rcpeal, the intercst of these groups has been shifted from illieit
liguor operations to kidnaping snd othoer mcans of terrorism by which large sums
of moncy arc extorted from the femilics of tho victims. The Division of Investi-
gation of this Depariment, somcwhat handieappeod though it hes been by lack of
funds, cquipmoent and personncl, hés undertaken within the limitaetions of Foderal
authority, to copc with this’problom, As you kmow, I have followed this matter
with a very deep personzl interest. Thg/roster of our successcs is truly im-
pressive. But therc are still ot large notorious gangsters, and it is a metter
of grave concern that thoy have thus far becn successful in eluding capturc -
and that thoey so often esczpe after being captured. Such cxpericnces, I assume,
arc implicit in the problcm, but no mettcr how long the chase gocs on it will
never be abandoncd until sucecss is achicved.

But our approach to this prodlem hes devoloped other factors equally sinister.

")

For cxomple, we found that the connivangf T the unscrupulous lawyer was onc of
thoe chief reliznecs of predatory crrninalg;ﬁho would defy the law. zmd laugh at
its agents. Thils low practitioncr was oncountercd at cvery turn, recady to dis-

card overy vestige of dhies im order §§;povcr up his clicnt's acts, to get him
off in thc ecurts or actually to plot Lho carrying out of criminal purposcs.

To roach this evil, we have sct under way not only vigorous efforts through the
Fodoral mechinery 3o apprchend and pumish such unworthy members of the bar, but
arc in touch with bar associations cveryvherce in the common purposc of making it

more difficult for such men to practicc law. This condition is a matter of deep

personal concern to every reputablce lawyer in the United States.



Still enother ccourge wac found in the fact that in scome corrmnities,

-

polities and corrupbtion were so intorwoven, gangcters and officials so
interlinked, that the trailc followed for crininals lcd alco to ricn supposced
to be holding publiec +tructo. In cone ino btances, police officialc were
brousht under grave cuspicion, and public officials, who gawve aid and

corifort to fugitive deoperadocs, were arrcsted and convieted. Along
with theoe things was cneountcred the silly, coddling antics of sorc riinor
officcers who, if nothing worec, loot their headc in the glarc of the
limelight, But for bchavior of thic kind sorie of the rwost notorious
gangotors wogld never have becn at  larsc.z2fter their first capturc. 1
rcgret, also, to report that a scgriont of the publie has cxhibited a riudlin
sympathy towards the noct dccpicoble of gaﬁgs cro. Those who, at this hour,

roranticize crime are, in a very rcal conse, aiders and abettorc of the

crininnol, This, at once, cuphosizcs the need of widespread and accuratce

informmtion so that o campaisn of cducation may go hand in hand with the

canpaisn against erinc, I opeak to you, the awvbassadors of the public in

cuch matters, with 2ll possible carnosﬁﬁ? <
In oxardining the resourccs with whiéﬁ;fhc Departient, within the linita-
tions of ¥Fedoral authority, could plagdi'part in the erinwe crergency, we
found it oimplce cnoush to rulc out tﬁ%;fﬁctor of political prossurc. That
e did by nicrcly ruling it out. And we did not think we were doing anything
cxtraordinary. Yot T cauld tcll you many @ talc of the devious nmcans by
Which nen, wishing to cscape prosceution or gain otiwr advantage, scck to
"roach" regponsible offieials. I have been cniazed constantly at the cxtont
of the cormwotion cven notorious racketoors hove been sucecosful in kicking

up by using or sceking to use thoe influcnce of their political frionds or the

deviec of well concoived propasanda.
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I have not npokca of other types of malefactors with whom the Depart-
1:10111; of Justice muct deal just as fimly, ac iltwgpartially'and as diligently
ag it docs with those who perpetrote critws of vidlence, They, also,
rcauirce the constent alerincess of the Foderal law cnforcenent agencics,

I have herctoforc rcferred to new legislation cnceted by the recent
Coniress. The Departrent of Justice cubnitted for Congressional approval
tvo mjor itonoy namely: a cet of crime bills and an act to cnable the
Suprcric Court to make uniform rules in civil' CO.CCo. Practically all of
thoge reocures werce passed nc subnititcd. I do not fcecl that I can too
ctronply casplinent the members of the Congress upon their carcful analycis
of these nezpures, their cvident desire to be of the utmost ascictance, and,
their pronpt passage of all of them. T thir;lc that the pcople of the country
arc to be congratulatcd upon tho cxecllent work of the Congresc in this
rocpeet, and I take this oppor’éuni‘cy to cxprecs publiely ny appreciation
and admiration for the rmnnor in’ which thosé bills were hondled and the

uniform courtcoy and considcration shown rie and the other rerbers of the

Departent of Justice, i
Monifootly we eoculd ncither igmorc nor fail to sharc in the concern folt

by lleubers of Congrcss concerning both qqénor:y plons ard any cxtension of the

¢
s

Tederal police power thot night cncroacﬂhﬁ'ﬁéh the rights of the states. Ve
fclt that cooperction n..ml wderstanding all oround were as ruch nceded o
nalze our progran cffcetive ac the gpoeifie rcforrx; wve sought, It was indced
in that spirit of understanding that the Congress, despite all their Oﬂ:lCI‘
groat carcs, caw to it that our progran was granted aliwst 100 por cont,

Our rceamendations weorce most carcfully drawvn. | All mamner of very

radical proposals hgd beon urged. Sore people wanted Federal troups called
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out to ocupprccs gangoter operctions, Others wanted oll policc power turncd
over to the Federol Governrent. 8t1ill othors advocated the cotablishrent
of a pigantic "Scotland Yard," I sucpeet thot if cone people had had their
oy the Attorncy General would be wearing o badge and carrying a siz-ghooter
or an autormntic, It voo noccooary te diccard mony rocormiendationc. Yet
thie tcerndeney of the organized busizncos of erime to take advantage of the
protcetion afforded by Stetce lines mode now Federal legislation inperative,
Tle eould not ignorce the challonge of axn undorvorld vwhich hac itc ovm nodern
rescurces and acecss to new and imrderous weapous, and is able to take
autanobile plates gnd meintain an undorgsround corrmnication syston: for the
benefit of outlavice
You arc all orc or less fomiliar with the co-ctlled erime bills, and

T chell not pomucce to deseribo thom morc‘in‘dotail. liorcover, the nowS-
pepers of the eountry have boen generous in giving wide publicity to thern

I apprecinte their cooncration, and I »lcdge thio Dcya;tnont to do its

utnost to offeet the full forec of this nevlogiclation,
;

"The Federcl Proccdure Bill?, as it is:ealled, rny not be so well under-

stood by the public ot large. In its sphere, however, it is fully as

o

important os the erire bills, and in séue ways, far more fundamental,  For

o
sy
=

yeors, the fedoral ecourts have been anchored to an oubtworn system. This Act
chould bring about o much necded roforii,. I do not think it is too rmech to
hepe thrt vhen the Suprene Cowrtd finolly juts the new rules into offcet the
rcoult will bo roeogrized as one of outstanding inportanec in rendering thoe
Q&nini;trution of juctice less eonplicated, leos oxponsive, and far norc
sreedy.

I o going in a fow days on an insnpcetion visit to Aleatroz Prison, in

B,
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the hnrbor of San Irancisco, The conversion of thot frowning old fortresc

PSSR

into a placc of eszfinauent for priconcrs of the retrovert, or incorrigible

crininal type, was onc of the first steps in our progran. Beckoning there

to invetorate offenders, it ceociw to me a symbol of the implacable purposc of

¥

the Federal Governnent to porform its port in moking thic country a safer

vlace in whiech to live.

Ten we started  out on our campairm againot erimc, there werce two

i
things by which we werc puided, Onc wag that the situation required the
vigorous, positive leadership of the onc agencey in the country thot could

s

trcat the challenge of erime fron a wide national vicwpoint. The other
was that unrclending and persistent cffort ghould be bogurn at onec ard
inercased as we  sought to lay o stronger foundation, throuch the vorious
neasures I have deseribed, for a rorc infélli@cnt adninistration of jus-
ticc.

I belicve thot we are justificed irn reparting great progresse The cormon
songoter, the eorrupt corporation, the cgpgkod official ard the connivigg

}
) n the rccord nor the outlook.

And the lav-loving citizen can be assurcd thot thore has beoon asubstantial

L4
*

-

neaswe of rceevery in an inportant Séctor of the adninistrationts cffort

to bring poacc and pleonty in the natidn - reeovery fram the ravages of law-

leoancss, That lawlcssencss has taker not only hurnrn life but its cconornie

5
i

5t@%11«ﬁ%»£j’
It is to be hoped that the new Departront cof Jystice Building will be

ready for occupancy this Fall, In that building is provided a conference

hnll vhieh will scat scveral hurdred people. It has scconicd to e fitting

that the first importsnt usc of this room siould be devoted to o crine con-

9.
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ference of nation~-wvide  significonco, It is ry purposc in duc coursc to
isgue o fomual call for such couforciec te be heléd during Novenber or the
corly »art of Deecriver,  During tho cwmcer, the compleote agenda will be
worked outb. The counfercice will consider practicenlly cvery aspect of
crive and gpproach the problen: of law onfercenent in o way never before
attoimted, To it will be invited roprescuntatives from cach of the

states of the Uaion I «: confident thoat such a confercnee, under the
dircetion of the Attorncy Gereral, will scrve a uscful public scrvice

Tho plar has the cndorscreat of President Rooscvelt.

§ [

Vo are ongosced i a orin ond scrious busincss. The solution of the
problemn is o natter of tine and constant, unrcleating worlk. I o

counting heavily upon your helpful co-oporction iz this vital natter,

10,
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