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It seems ﬁoime most flttlng for the Amerlcan Bar A53001at10n to
meet in Detroit this year. For Detroit symbolizes to the whole world
:  the American might of war production. Here also we are brought into a
scene that comes very close to being a composite of the whole vast com-
munity which we call the United Naticns. Here the representation of
. peoples--Poles, Gzechs, Serbs, Canadians, Russians, French, British, and
all those others working and flghtlng in our cause--is very nearly complete.ﬁ
It is good to be here. |

My frlend‘ Mr. Walter Avmstrongg pr981dent of the Amerlcan Bar B

A38001at10n, has assmgned to me the agreeable duty of respondlng, on -
behalf of the Association, to the gracious welcome you havgvextended us_‘~”
In so doing,_with your’permission, I shopldvlike to direct’my'femarks ’f/
principally to our Canadian friends. B | )

You are our v151tors, who have crossed the line thau phy31cally -
‘separates our two nations; but whlch, always unfortlfled, actually llnks’
us together. Your visit does us. honor, I do not mean only'that your:
great bar is represeﬁted here by such distinguished léédersj'or that’oﬁf
heritage of the common law holds us in a like traditi§n énd simiiar faith;. «
or, even more, because ét this grim moment we fight togétheras brbthefs in 7
arms, Aﬁerican Rangers’ and Canadian Commandos, as on the now famous beaéh at
Dieppes I cannotvhelp butkremember that ypu'Canadiansvére séagoned"
veterans of the war against our common foe, who have, Sigce_ﬁhe.war started,
poured out the strength of your resources and thfown’your sqgs'inpé‘the
. battle without counting costs in treasure, or in life“ ﬁe, #étvlong ago

.. recruited, who have not yet placed our full might in the field, take this
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occasion to express our inspirgtion at vour example.  Gentlemen, we
- salute youl’ o
AFodr years'ago; the President of the United States, :speaking at
Kingston, told yous
"The Dominion. of Canada is partvof the sisterhood of the British
Empire. I give to you assuraﬁce that fhe peaplé of theé United States
wzll not stand 1d1y by 1f dqmlnatlon of Canadlar soil is- threatened by any
Tother Emplre." » ~ v
At eleven o'clock cn ﬁhé nigﬁt of'Décémbér~73*1@&l;ﬁthe GoVefnment
.of Canada declared war on Japan, seventedd hours beforp & llke declaratlon
by the Unlted Statese ) "w” e jngiAw .
I need not empha31ze today the tles that blnd us -~ the long years ;;
'of peace, the unguarded frontler, a common 1anguage and our: Chrlstlan
fa;th.. Both of us are young natlons, v1gorous in the ton*c v1rtue of |
| thé neﬁ world. ’ Tradltlon, I suggest, has not blunted our sense. that 11fe |
- is an adventure rather’ thaﬁ a habit; hlstory has- not llmlted the shape of N
our future, and from the llfe we have created comes the promlse that llfe'
kcan be even better, that hope need not- give way to the level:ng futlllty
of cynlclsm. | L ‘ L
What we have won, What we hope to »aéhiéx}e.is'. nﬂowﬁ*chr-eatened by a
““dark wave that has engulfed Europe, washed agalnst the whlte cllffs of
"England, and now rises above Russia and ‘the ‘Bast, pozntlng to:Asia, to the
Pacifics ~ The barbdrism of Japan has joined the machine . fury-of the
Western Hun to ‘destroy us, to déstrdy our law, ‘and-our freedom; ko rub the
pride of ‘our néw world in the dust beside the trampled:1ife that:once was

Europets, that once was Christendom.
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Meke no mistake -~ the legions of the enemy merch still as
conquerors - in Russia, on the Mediterranean, in Asia. This hour is
very derk, make no mistakes  Time pfesses, and still they march. We
Qave made our excuses, sald we were unprepared, said that démocracies
move slowlyes Do democracies‘movevslowiy te eheir déath?r: Can we not
brush away, each Allied nation in his separate field, the he31tat10ns,
the distrust, the Jealou51es? Democracy is a great dream. Now to fulf111 
its hope we who pretend to love its ways must live greatly if we are to
»llve at al~n | |

If in the mldet of actlon we are occasionally to take vounsel as
now, let us not waste words in the amiable platltudes that too early lald
eto sleep the sentrles of our mlnds.u Can'we not flnd words to sting our.
'hearts Wlth aculon, immedlate and unswervzngly contlnued- words that w111
pursue us llke the Fates when we go ‘home to our llttle comforts' words that :f
carry the sweat and tears and blood into our llves, that have hardly felt g
the havoc of the world9

Perhaps what I say needs saylng more to my own countrymen than to ‘
‘yeu Canadlans who so much longer have known the sacrifice and endurance
that.we are butvbeg;nnlng to apprehend. ‘But is this not what we must say;‘ 
aﬁ& eey‘again, in words that do not seek to fihd some egasier way? Nbst
of us here are too old ﬁo fightg and we cannot help Eut feel the‘frustration '
’ef'elder men, who long ago fought in another war, and who can but stend
aside and watch tﬁe youngsters, see our own sons move into battle, But,
since our hearts-are still as young as they were then, we have our part to

play. Lawyers have been leaders in the long struggle for freedom that has
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brought us where e are noda + The times are dark; but men's soulg have

-not @eansilrred;Po knowAthe_nsed, the(désperate need, for unity and
Saqrii;i:?e--‘fﬁ r"-'r"" v . | ;
.And thuéAmy gieeting to you Canadian lawyers; to all,of us alike,
is that .we. are at war agalnst an 1nf¢n1tely resourceful and vastly success-
ful foe, desperately 1n earnest mov1ng sw1ftly towards a longuplanned end.;
I. do.not despalr., I look across the vast awakenlng power of
frAmerlca, and remember the words John Milton spoke three hundred years agofﬁi

"Methlnks I see in my'mlnd a noble and pulssant natlon rous-,}'
ing herself like a strong man after sleep, and shaklng her '
invincible locks.» Methinks I see her as an eagle mewing -

~ her mighty youth, and klndllng her undazzled eyes at the 'V ST

- full midday beam; purging and. unscallng her 10ng—abused Sh T
- sight at the fountain itself of heavenly radiancej - while

' the whole noise of, timorous. and flocking blrds, w1th those

~~also that love the tW111ght flutter about amazed aﬁ What
- she means." T R A
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