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Attorney General Frank Murphy at 3:45 p.m, today (Mbndé ,
September 25, 1939) addressed the employees of the Department of Justice in
the Great Hall of the Juatice building, on the occasion of the 150th birth-
day of the Department of Justice, He discussed "Our Heritage of Justice.,"
The Attorney General said:

"In Burope and Asiz today, meny of the mightiest nations on
egrth are engeged in arbitrating their differences by the mass
destruction of human life., Here, we peacefully celebrate the one
hundred and fiftleth birthday of an organization dedicated to the
settlement of differcences tolerantly, by the rule of rcason, under
laws that apply equally to all,

®"That recerd of impartial justice, impertially administered
for a2 century and a half, 1s a proud inheritance of all of us who
carry on the Department!s work., And today especially, it is a
heritage to be guarded jealously., For on its preservation the safety
of democracy itself very heavily depends,

ook at the history of the vanished demccracies of Europe and
of the autocracies that have risen in their stead, Of course, it
is partly a pictﬁre of economic insecurity and scclal chaos, but iﬁ
is also a picture of failure to keep the institutions and.processés
of democracy clean and efficient. It is a picture of democratic

governmpnts that falled not only to keep their people physically



D

secure but also to keep the pocple's faith in the integrity and
the cfficiency of thoir govermment. And when thatb happoned the
covernments abt fawlt were inevitably swept away.

"We cannct let thet happen here. We have nanaged to keep
for a century and a half, a system of human living which -~ de-
spite its imperfections -- represents the goal of thoughtful
nen - great and humble alike -~ since theo dawn of human history.
The thinkers of today -- those who love justice and liberty --
are looking to &rprica to kep that syster safc in a world
gripred by war,

"Our groat duby and obligation is to show that we arc worthy
of this trust,

Wiith a stcady purpose in ouwr hearts, we must frec owr public

life of everything dishenest and uneloan. If thore is one thing

O

that a domccratic prople should not cxeuse in any democratic govern-
mens, it is official corruption ond crims. More then anything else,
corruption destroys the integrity of government, More than any-
thing else, 1% disheartens the people and kills their faith in
government. And uniess we stomp it out, unless we protect the in-
tegrity of government, we should not hope for democracy to succeed.
"ide have a duty, also, to protect and improve the ggg;g;éggx
of government -~ L0 provide the essential sorvieces effectively and
cconomically. We lmow, in the mein, how this con be done, We o
that there must be frecodom from the spolls system. Wo know there

must be high standards and cereful methods of choosing personnel,

and a modern system of managing personnel once they are chosen.



"There is no part of our job more important today than the
protection of civil liberties. The world has been racked for
many years by waves of intolerance that have destroyed the
rights of minorities in other lands and reached even into our
own midst, We are told by some that the way to recovery and
peace is to crush one group or another that suppesedly is to
blame for all our troubles.

"There 1s nothing for us in such a course but sorrow and
tragedy. America was not bullt to its present grsatness by
intolerance, and we will not solve our present troubles by in-
toleraence. We are one people -- no matter how many the races
and religions and nations that make up our population. Only as
one people can we correct the conditions tha® are holding us
back. But we will remain one people only as lonz as we
religiously and meticulously protect the rights and liberties of
every individual and group among us.

"There is one firal duty of this depariment and of the
entire nation that I have in mind especially todaye. It is the
duty of being alert and ready to cope with those whose aim or
mission it may bs to sabotage and underﬁine this greatust citadel
of human freedom left on earth.

"We are a nation whose creed is to live and let live. We |
practice the principles of eqgual justice and equal rights for

all, regardless of race or creed or national origin. We have
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practiced those principles for a century and a half, even though
we have known that by so doing, we werec giving the enemies of
democracy a perfect field of operation. It is our intention to
adhere to those principles. But, at the same time, we do not
need to close our eyves to the fact that certain elements in
our midst may be willing to take advantage of this situation -~
to use the protection of those very principlass of squal Justice

~and equal rights for sell -- to promote and foster a system under
which the principles themselves would be utterly destroyed.

"There are well-meaning individuals who fear that by tak-
ing amction to protect democracy against that kind of activity,
we will in fact meke inroads upon democracy.

"I recognize the sincerity of that position, but I do not
belicve it is based on a realistic view of the nature of democ-
racy. I do not believe that loyalty to democratic ideals pre-
cludes = democratic nation from bracing itself against realities
in a world whers, for the moment at least, might is the test of
survival., I do not bslieve we would serve democracy vy standing
silent and apathetic while the sgents of autocracy and sub-~
versive elements plar and scheme and work to esbtablish a system
that would mean the ¢nd of democracy and Iresdom and equal‘rignts
for =11,

"Freedom of speech, freedom of the press, and freedom of }
religion -~ these things that are the very heart and soul of_/j

our lives, can and must be preserved; But while preserving
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them, we can be on guard against the enemy in our ranks and
keep ourselves fully informed about their movements. We can be
mindful of lurking danger and prepared to act, wisely and judi-
ciously, but firmly and effectively, when such action may be
necegsary to preserve our free institutions from undoing.

"That, after all, is the sum and substance of our task --
to keep freedom alive in & world where more and more of man-
kind are seeing freedom slip from their grzsp. The voices of ‘J
humanity call +to Americe to avoid that fate. My conviciion is

that we will.™





