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On his way across the Atlanbtic Oceanf;té India as he supposede-
Columbus looked first for Japan, that fabulous island he had read about in
the book of Marco Polo, In 1492, finding Japan was not as easy as it was.
in 1942 for General Jimmy Doolittle and his équadron of bombers. Columbus:
had but little information, Yet he was doing beﬁteryﬁhan he knew. He was’
on his way b0 something infinitely better than finding Japan. After his
time, other men informed the world that he had discovered America.

On this day the people of a hemisphere look back through the march of
those four and & half centuries to honor the questing mihd and’courageous
spirit of Christopher Columbus that led men across the western ocean, But
we in America do more than repeat the praises of a hero, for it is also our
way of acknowledging, within ourselves, the éreat glft of the land, In the
land, our heritage begins. The freedom we are now helping to defend in far
p{aces of the world has root in its very soil. Between us aﬁd'this‘good
&;fth of ours the bond is more than material; there has been a give and
take of something dearer to us than goes into the working of mines or the
growing of crops. |

This is 80, I think, in all}countries whefe men are now fighting to
defend their liberty. ©Sooner than give up this precious privilege,'they
would go down fighting; yet they cannot count that fréédom.won until the
very ground is free beneath their feet. o

No people knows as well the meaning of aAlibeféted land, none feels
the longing as terribly, as the nation which has had it and lost it. There
'are, among you, many men and women who loved what once ﬁas Italy. There

are those who call that older Italy their own, Within them burns the pride
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of a people, who time and agaln, arcse to resist the arms of the invader
of the1;”e01l armaee of Spa“n, of France, of Austrea.' Through generations
these defenders fouﬁht and lost. Ves, they falled and were crushed; but
the unrestlng love for a land tnat was theirs would not quiet, would not
let them.put down thelr Weabons and resign themselves, as Dante once X
pressed 1t Wto savor the salt of the bread of otheru, and know how hard
a roedztﬁe.g01ng up and down another*s stalrs." They fought'untll they
could lose'he'ﬁofe, and then the dfeam was theirs. late in tﬁe lestvcen—
' turﬁ iﬁaiy had an hef iﬁdependenoe, The land'was free. |

 Free and unlted- but now that dream is gone, and in the halls of Rome '
a jackal cowers. But the seed of llbertj 1s Loo deep in Itallan ground |
, the growth is too sturdy to be uprooted. There are too many remlnders.
There are great names, far in a glorious past, that come back to stlr the'
memory of the present. o AN |
| To yoﬁ‘of £ha£ other, braver Itaiy, to the six millidﬁ K;eriCans-Eofhi
of her peop e, and to those other mlllloﬁs who may hear our voices @cross
the'sea; there is need but to recall those names, and the dream cannot die:
Dante himself, breaker of the spell of antiquity; Gallleo, wanderer among -
the stars ‘who' heard the command of reactlon to keep smlent, and would not
Leonardo da Vlnc1, Mlchelangelo, Tasso, Arlosto——all the great men who B
searched and found new paths to the llberatﬂon of man's splrlt

Let us glance back less than a hundred years'ago. There on a bank

of the leer Garlbaldl, hopelessly outnumbered by the French his shlrt
bespattered with the blood of his own leglonnalres, turned to those in his
council who'would have played appeaser, crying, "He who Still’has faith in'

Italy, let him follow mel"—-and carried on the fight, guerrilla fashion,
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from the hills, Todaylthrough conguered Europe the guerrillas still shoot
the invaders. We need sﬁ# to remémber Maz£iﬁi;'eiiIed to poverty and a
London garret, waging f;om.there his lonely battle-for the liberation of
his country; and Cavour, boldly s?*ming the Moderates in the revolution of
1848, sounding the keyno%e 6} his 1ife¥étruggle when he broke into their
‘hemming and hawing ﬁo,say to them; "Why go on begging for little or nothing?
Itpropose that we demand a constitutioni® Out df‘such spiriﬁs Italy the
nation was shaped., Like our oﬁn nation, that Italy had the memory of names
which marked her as a "land of the free."

Italians have given us again and'again this theme of freedom of the.
land, of the shaking off of oppression.' In her paintings, in her literatﬁre,

in all the great expression of her being, renascence-risorgimento-runs

like a bright thread binding her gift of genius to the world, While our own
American Revolutionists were rising to the consciousness of their destiny,

Alfieri was crying out to his people in Rome:
The seeds of liberty may be suppressed
By spilling human blood, but not extinguished.
And oftentimes from blood they shoot again
With fresh lwxuriance,
When America was building a nation after her newly won independence,
Leopardi gave voice to the bitter wistfulness of Italy, séyiﬁg:
Unhappy he who dies in war not for his dear
country, fighting for wife and children, but
for some alien cause, so that dying he cannot
say-='"My country, the life thou gavest me, I
now restorel!
Such a heritage does not die with the burning of books. Destroy the
record, exile the teacher, persecute the adherent; you camot divert the

destiny of a peop}e@ A people that has produced and pald its homage to
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men ‘like Carddcci, Verdi, Marcbnij*?ﬁccini}5ééfﬁsb,kTéédaniﬁiﬁ;éiﬁééﬁié'ﬁith
that blood in its veins will not turh'forGVér'froﬁ;éucﬁ'aﬁﬁas%;ﬁﬁnafﬁow down
before the little men of Europe, | :
i . Not forever and not, as hlstory goes, for long. Today ‘there are sullen,
smlent watchers llnlng the strests ‘of Naples and of Rome, and stepplnv a81de
".on-country'roads ‘to make way for another fcrelgn army, as 1t’marches through
' and pauses to give thém arrogant cotmands . 'Yeﬁ énéfﬁéffinﬁaééri--fofffhaé
is what this3brutish3’sWasfiké-wearing hordéTmééke&'éé ffiéhd énd-ali§fﬁéé
,beCOmé to Italy. The mask is thln. It‘deﬁei%eéﬁﬁéiohe;ndofie%én*£héUﬁéhf’f
| vyho"’g;ails himself T1 Ducé. ay ‘the nation that was Italy is prostrate.
“‘'Her people know they have ‘been betrayed,fand‘they sée,thé shadows‘of & new
enslavenent lengthéning over the land, méfé‘téffiﬁiéyﬁhaﬁléhyAthat ﬁﬁéirf:
 forefathers knew, ool
W1th1n ‘a few days, twenty years Wwill have passed Since MUSSOllnl marched
- dn Rome, To the people of Italy’ they have been years of revelatlon, traglcf
gand ever more tragﬂc.l The~plague OL Pasc1sm overran Italy 1n a mpment of ‘
flnternal strife,- confu31on, and postnwar economlc weakness from.whlch the
-natlon was gradually but surely emerg 1ng. It overran Italy; conceallng 1ts;

underlylnﬁ purpose by talk of "Work, order and discipline." | Many fell for

those labels and fa;lgd to see t@e_cylmlnal cgntrabbando of.war and tyranny
that they'covered. :

Soon these people of Italy began 0 see the product of their labor,
their earnlngs, and the youth of their country wasted in useless wars, They
witneségd the saber—rattling antics of this prancing dictator; they }istened
to the bombast p? hié'speeches, while taxes piled up, a?d the country was

drained to satisfy the ambition of a single man.
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‘ Through the th'r sh 1_ of a new industrial order, the fraud of fascism
began to show. The people of Italy did not like it, They were disturbed.

’ ihé& were u@wiillng to trade their nation's birthright for that particular
Vpottage;' Their peace and their freedom were too high a price to pay for a
lfew apartment houses, a new batch of railroa& timetables., They saw their
country being maneuveréd, ever closer as the years passed, to the vortex of
an aggressoris war. Where wés the strength, the dignity of the great nation
~that had been promised by Mussolini, the fascist? A proud people still; but
hefe was théir leader, cringing, waiting for crumbs frém the table of the
Fuehrer, |

Today the'peqple of ITtaly are sick of fascism, sick of Mussolini, and
particularly sick oi Adolf Hitler, In their hearts is an echo of the sad,
prophetic lines that Byron loved, warning Italy not to let;o,.,

asesethe strangert's sword
Be thy sad weapon of defence, and 50,
Victor or vanqulshed thou the slave of friend or foe.

We are in an age when unarmed civilian populations can no longer hope to
match, with sheer courage, the machine guns of an army of conquest. Goaded,
tortured, they rear their heads and try. The humiliation becomes more than
proud and bitter patriots can bear. A gold-bedecked gangster of the Gestapo
is shot in Paris. A glofified assassin 1s given a dose of his own‘medicine'
in Czechoslovakia., But there follows only heartbreak as compatriots,
hostages in Nazi hands, are killed a hundred for one in reprisal. This is
the answer of cfiminals, and Fhe Nazis have made it theirs., The crime is
systematic, machine~like, For a time it puts off the reckoning.

But no matter how deadly the machines men fashion, there remains an

area of the spirit which they camnot reach. In a world which has tasted
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of freedom there is a communication that eludes the censor, radiates from
" the ‘contentrdtisn camp, and hovers' in the very air-abéve the firing 'squad.,
-Tn nations and meén whe have known freedom there is a-quality of the will:
“that goes on Heédless of:'bulletss It ‘persists, it mist assert itself; and
"if need be; iﬁfﬁhe'eﬁdfit‘Willfmake-%he machine its own to command. - i

Here inﬁﬁmeriga“Wefaré building that machine.: Here in America some
600,000 Ttalisns, technically alien enemies, are.joining millions of Americans
“of Italian parentage, in the building of it. They are.working side By‘side
‘with éther millions who have in thém the blood of the Frénch.,- the Noz-wegia‘ns," "'
the Belgians, the Dutch, the Poles,'the-GreekSQFand{thE'other«conqueredv”
peoples of Europe. To amass the‘fﬁll might of this new machine iﬁ‘ali its
“Yast' proportiohs is' taking time.  To bring itsxweight:tovbear upoﬁ the enemyl
*Will:tékészfe'time—ayES3 and more sacrificeS‘byﬁmmr'peoplé,fmorefofnthag
lives of our~meh;f*But~notfthese ner any:othekAéost*of‘victoryuwill stop-us
now, | |

'“’Fasciém-stéﬁd; in moftéi feaf offfevolt. Thaﬁ-is‘why, in Ttaly today,’ ‘=
‘an unarmed c¢iviliah population is staring into the barrels of machine guns-—-
‘Nazi guth“BrOUght into ‘their country by special invitation of Benito
Mussoliniy “-That is why storm troopers patrol the streets and the Gestapo

“lurks in thé byways. Thé'"strdng man® of Italy has hidden himself behind
“a curtain of German steel,

* But the revolt against Italian fascism, nevertheless, cannot be kept
down, ‘It has already started. Here in the United Stateé, in American
buildings and American factories, Italians--thousands upon thousands of theme-
are already in revolt against the government of .lMusselini, By their labors
they are fighting this man who has betrayed and declared war upon them, By

their own hands they are hastening his defeat,
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To Ameficasvandvto'the United Hations, this resistance to fascism
means more guns for our‘soldiers, more ships for our'Sailors, more tanks,
planes, and bombs. It is important to America--yes, even more important
than the accounts that come to us of unrest on enemy soil. Our production
. of war materials must not lag., The need is huge and we must keep abreast
of its Every extra ﬁan=hour»of labor for our factories, on our railroads
and farms, is vital now. Any American who fails to recognize this fact
injures the cause of the United Nations, in our common, all=out war effort,

In that body of loyal workers, there are those who have given more
than théir~labor. Into the war against the Axis they have sent their own
sons, These Americans of Italian ancestry will help Italy again to become
a free nationel'In each division of the United States Army, nearly five
hundred soldiers, on the average, are the sons of Ifalian immigrants to -
America. Many more are of older Ttalian origin, I do not need to tell you
that these men are abundantly represented in the list of heroes who have
been decorated for bravery sincé December 7, 1941.

One of these men, Lieutenant Willibald C. Bianchi, charged an enemy
machine gun neét on Bataan Peninsula., He was wounded, but he silenced the
Jap pillbox with hand grenades., Then he climbed on top of a tank and manned
an anti~aircraft gun. Again he was wounded., But he went on fighting until
he was hit a third time and disabled. He was awarded the Congressional medal
of honOr‘upoﬁ the recommendation of General Douglas MacArthur, I could tell
you of man& others=--3alvatore Battaglié, now carried as "missing in action
in the Central Pacifich, awérded the Distinguished Service Cross for his
part in a torpedo attack in the battle of‘Midway; and Sergeant CGeorge Braga,

who made a dash across no-man's~land on Bataan Peninsula, running a gauntlet
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of m&chiﬁéugun fire £ give vital information to Americans holding another
poéiﬁiéﬁ. If is‘aiiong‘liat,*and an inspiring one, - It does not surprise
me ‘that this is s6. Perhaps, it' suprises Mussolini, ..
| Surel the Tathers 4ad mothers of these boys are makingxthe same. sacri-
ficé; sﬁfely'their feeling about it can be no different, from that of other
f;%hefs and mothers who are citizeﬁskpf this country. They, tqq,,w@gld iike
to gé;éiﬁiiéns.of Americd., Had it not béen for,the barrier. of - the literacy
"%ééé;uaimos%:WE%ﬁbuﬁ éxbéptionrthéy wouldﬂhaﬁérbecomg sa long ago.
i:it ié”fdr'this reason that I have recommended enactment 6f a. bill hhich
is now under consideration in Conéreéé; By the terms of the bill, an allen,“~
v>¥who is otherwise eligible, will be branted c;tlzensh ip w1thout taklng.the
11teracy test, prov1ded he is flfty vears of age or older, and DrOV1ded that
; he came to thls‘country pefore JulJ l, 1924,.and has llved,here cont;nuously [ 
ﬂﬁéince. 'fhié'ﬁeasuré‘would,'i think, femove the‘greaﬁest éiﬁgle d;fficulﬁy‘5
. fhat>has'sﬁood-inithé‘way’of citizensﬁip f§r a largernumber §f”the ol@er
’generatibn of Italians,‘who; in‘ail éﬁhervréSpects3 have made this éountry .
| their own. Some 200,000 Itallans wou_d be affected by this new law.‘ |
| I know the prdblems of the people of Itallan orlgln who are lwv1ng in
'tﬁis country,‘ I know their herltage and ‘background, thelr hopes and ambltlons;
' Fdr a long.time I have known-what their loyalties are. When war“broke,’ten
'ﬁoﬁths ago, and they were declared Ualien'enemies", I knéw time would tell
l the story of these;ioyéities better than any words df miﬁe, any assurances
or predictions that I could make, Nevertheless, I said then, and I have
repeatedly said since, that there was no doubt in my mind that with a very
'few exceptions, these 600,000 Italian "alien enemies" were not enemies at all.
Experience has borne me out, We now have the results of ten months of

an unprecedented exercise of wartime vigilance. We have watched these
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Ttalians, these so~Ca71ed "alien enemies', we have 1nve tigated, we have acted
on the slxgnnest lmpu*se of doubna e h%ve taken no chances. And what do
we £ind? We find that out of the total of €00,000 persons, there has-been
cause to ihﬁern'oﬁly 228;‘or fewer than one-twentieth of one per centl
The téstlofjtime, of actual éérformance, was essential, We wanted
proof, We Were'fight in'requiring ite But now the proof has been gi%en;‘
and the stigma of‘ﬁalien enemy" would Ee unfortunate from ncw on, not only
in name; if continued against the Italian population of this country, it
would be wmfortunate in deed.
I have an. announcement to make to you tonlght that comes as a result
of the splendld show1ng the Italians of Amerlca have made in meeting this
tests It also comes as the fulfilment of m_y own hopes, the consummation
of a project that has been very close to my heart, I now announce to you
that beginning OCtober'lg, a week from today, Itaiian aliens will no longer
be classed as alien enemies. From that time on the exoneration which they
have so well earned will be granted them, With the approval of the President
I have today issued the following order:—- |
Section 30.2 of the Regulations Controlling
Travel and other Conduct of Enemy Nationalities
is amended by adding thereto paragraph (f), so
that it will reads Classes of persons not re=
quired to comply with these regulations:
(£) Any alien of Italian nationality.
Of course this does not mean that dangerous or disloyal persons are no
longer subject to apprehension or internment. We still will take no chances.
It does mean thaﬁ the regulations applying, up to now, to alien enemies, no

longer apply to Italian aliens, Those persons, though they are still aliens,

are not, from this time forth, subject to the restrictions imposed by
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- existing rezulations on dlisn enemies, They w1l¢ be free to partzczpate in
‘the War effort without the handicaps thdt have hampered chem up to nowe. They
‘will be free to travel and" go about their lives as any other person.\.

+ I wish to emnha31ve that in thus removing the label of allen enemy from

talians, we do not forget that thers are other loyal persons now classed as

‘ ¥

alién enemies. Their situation is now beihg.carefully and s&mpathgﬁicéliy
studied by the Department of Justice. ‘. o |

' To those who'are affected by this’ cnange, I «ay tonlght'b "&oﬁ have met
the tests Your loyalty to the democracy whlch has given you thls chance, yuu
‘haVe prcved, and proved well.‘ Mage the most of it.y See to 1t that all |
Itéiians remain lbyala We have £rusted you;'you must pro&e wbrthy ¢f‘£h$£
trust, s6 that it may névervbe saidkhereaftérfthétrthére.afe diéloyalféroﬁés
- among American Ttalians. * If you love jouf freédbm,'givé'all‘tﬁétfié‘ithbu?”
for the nation which is now tighting to prese»r%re?it.." TR LT o

Flnallf, to those c1tlzens OL Ltaly acrose tne séa 1n whom.thé love of

?freedom has not died, I offer a brlef messag@ from.Amerlca on thls Columbus
Day. The words ‘are not mﬁne, they are Ttaly'c--the words of Glusepﬂe Y&ZZlnl:
in an address to the Joung mpn of” hlS country, dellvered at Milan in memnry |
of the ertJTS of Cosenza, July 25, 1648 s quote' . |

_ Beyond the Alps,vbejond the s ea, are other peoples now’
fighting or preparing to fight the holy flg@t ofrlndenendence,wv
of nationality, of liberty; other peoples striving by different
routes to reach the same goal--improvement, association, and
the foundation of an authorluy'whlch shall put an end to moral

anarchj, an authority which menkind may.love and.obey without
_remorse or shame., Unite with them; they'w1ll wnite wi th youa


http:enend.es

	biddle a.pdf
	biddle b
	biddle c
	biddle d



