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ILedies cnd Gentlemen

The present naticnsl compeign is unusual in Many Toyse. It ie being
conducted, in large part, with o grotifying cbsence of that old-time prrtisan~
shin which has characterized nolitical struggles for so many generations, and
which has, at the same time, so often confused or cbscured the factors most
vital tc good govermment, Political lines have been crossed and recrossecd,
and I believe that there has been more hard thinking smongst our people than
at almost any other time within ny METIOTY

Morgover, I do not think T exaggeratec when I express the belief that
the grcat messes Of our people arec solidly behind the aduinistretion at

. , :

Vashingtone IT anyonc has any doubt on tnut score all that it is nccessary
to do is to'follow tﬁe coursce of events ié‘the different States and in the
various Congressional districts throughout our country In fully one-half
of the States of thc Union, the Reopublican candidates, both State and Federal,

have openly avowcd their allogieance to the leadcership of the Presidont amd

have pledged their support bo nis policicss’ In the romeining States it is

-

difficult to find any Republican candidgtc for Governor, for Scnater, or for
Congress, who is scriouzly attacking<tﬁpkadministratiOL or secking the supnort

of the clcetoratc upon the bosis of opgosition tc the purposcs of the New Dea
In those cases in which the opposition ventures upon a program of criticism,
vou will always note that it is tentative, or qualified, or curiously lacking
in the element of conviction.

o

No doubt the reason for this unusual situation grows out of the fact

that the great masses of our people are nct disposed te lend their support 1o

candidates whose prociaimed purprose is merely to thwert the vresent govern-
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rental program. There is also operhaps another reason rfor this somewhat
anorzalous situation. riticism at best is but poor business, unless the
critic is in a position to offer an alternative program of a morc attractive
character than the one which he challenges.

I undertake to say that there is hardly a responsible leadcr in the
Republican party vho would, if he could, undo the work of the prescent adminis-
tration and, if such a personwcould be found, he would be totally incapable
¢l suggesting anything becttere It is true that there are ultra-partisans
whese addiction to a party shibboleth is so great that they are psychologicclly
incapacitated fo? independent judgment. There are also, I must admit, pover-
ful grcupsﬁin this country who utterly diélike the present administration, but,
if you will take the opportunity tc ascertain the motives vwhich cctuate then,
you will find that they fear the loss of political power, or they resent the
idea that they must give up the special privileges which they have so long
enjoyed, ond which have wrought such havoc with the relfore of the fmericcm
people.

There are also large numbers ﬁh@ are carried along by vhat I may call
party momentum. But all these groups, and such others as affiliate vith
them, though large in number, constitute such & marked minority of our people
that there is hardly a .stete in the union where the Democrotic porty may not
anticipate, with reasonable confidence, success at the coming election.

We have been passing through a difficult'period. This is no time
to assess responsibility in terms of narrow partisanship. This is a period
cf notioncl emergency thot engoges the faith ond service of every mnn, wonnn

and child in Americco,
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Hoppily the nation is recovering., The vitalizing blood of credit
once more runs in the veins of our banking system and is encrgizing the
Hation. Factory wheels are turning againe Our railroads once more are
distributing the abundant resources of our people, The checked forces of
national existence arc being relecased and their energies directedvhopefully
and intelligently toward "a more abundant life for all",

Let me mcke this assertion. Despite all the minor issues and the
colleteral questions that grow out of local coﬁsiderations end the personal-
ities of individual candidates, there is bqﬁ one fundemerntal political ques-
tion for our people to answer in this campaign. That guestion is "Shall th
Presidént be euthorized to go ahead?"

JMany things have been dore, and meny things remain to be done. The
peril has passed, but the great rejuvenating processes must continue. There
will be time enough hereafter for the ordinary differences that grow out of
political ambitions and partisan controversies. These things can well be
held in abeyance until America is set upon the brozd road once mofe.

I recall well the fourth day of March, 1933. I recall well the
abject terror that had overtalzen the gfeatest of our sow~called leaders of
Tinanrce. I recall well how the captains of indusiry were turuning their
eyes toward Washington. I recall well hov the managers of every bank
in America, sound or unsound, were looking for help. I reecall weli how the
panic that had seized upon our neople had led to the withdraval of vast
suns from our financial institutbions until eoven the best of them werc upon the

brirk of collapsce
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I remember well that there were fifteen million people ocut of work.

I remember well those who wers eating the bitter bread of charity cnd
gshuffling along the streets of our cities and the country lanes, pleading
for work only to be turned avay. I remember well the rwulititudes of our
little children who were greviously under-nourished. I remenber well the
despair in great areas in our agricultural states as fam families at the
rate of 200,000 a year were becing evicted fronm their homos. I rcmenber well
the pleas that were being riade frqm every quarter of the country for a
courageous leadership that would take Amcrica out of the dark pit imto hich
she had fallene

| ‘Why do I ﬁention these things? Why do I dwell upon the experiences
of those dérk days? Because the nmenmory of man is shorts. Ve heve alrcady
soved «so far away from the horrors of that ecxperience that there are people
who have either forgotten, or wamt to forget, or want others to forget and
desire to restorc the copﬂitions that produccd the perils from which thoy
heve so narrowly csceped.

Vho is there so dull as to desire to go back to the deys of Hoover,
ilcllon, and Mills, and the other roacfionarics to whom cvery ncv projcet
presecnts a ghastly peril, ond cach departurc from the coursc to vhich they
heve been cccustomed seoas a fatel stope Such rcoactionnries felt thot wo
vhen Jofferson departed from the concept of a mercly Atlantic Scaboard anation
and purchascd the Hississippi Vallcye. They fclt that way vwhen our empire
was extcnded to the Pacific Cccan. They wore éonvinccd that confiscation lay
ahcad vhen ve adepted the income fax as a icans of raising revemuc. Some of

them were positive that it was the end of national individualism vhen we
Fy
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crected the Federal Roscrve Barking system. Tiie has & way of decaling with
such ecritics and life pacses thenm by, In this great hour those ﬁho despair,
or hang back, or lose their courage, or fail tc lend aid, cr seek to thwart
the purposes of their govermment, are depriving themselves of the high privi-
lege of rejoicing vhe tue triunph comes; and, neorecver, they are forgetting
the history of fmerica, P e
The genius of the New Deal lies in the application of science to
governient and contermlates the rcapplication of the doetrines of co-upera-
tion. ng Agricultural Adjustment Acf is a planned attaeck upon unbalanced
productior, The Natiormal Recovery Act upon unbalenced emnployuent, and both
uﬁon our;dﬁiinished purchasing pover. These Acts irere carefully devised.
Not only ﬁére individual enactnents thought out in advarce, but their re-
latiomships to cach other and to the whole result wore recognized factors
in the problemn. The Azricultural Adguotjcnt Act cormlencnts the N&tional(
Recovery Act. The Public Works feature sustaings bothe Thus, producticn,
consuription, and capital goocds industfios arc being aided siswmlitancously.
The Civilian Conservation Corps, the Ciﬁil Vlorks Adninistraticn, tho chsing

pregream, the Home Owncrs Loan Corporétion, the Farr: Credit Administration,

o

nd various cther cirergency iecsurcs arc conponent varts of a scriously

/
thought out prograra he banking structurc is undergoing & neccessary reo-
habilitation. Price adjustzernts and dollar sfabilizatior arc sought by the
scicntific nethod of trial ond crrer and not by erbitrery fiet. A cleansing

of the public service and & carpaign against crire have been undertsken as

matiers csscential to a hwalthy national life. i
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In brief, the attack of the New Deal is economic rather than
political. The very terminology of the present measures is that of finance,
accounting, budgeting, crop production. labor distribution, costs of living,
costs of production, margins of profit, price levels, and the like., The
neasures thus operating seek to adjust the economic factors of our life so
as to produce efficiency in that sense of the word which means the aboli-
tion of idleness and poverty in a land of plenty.

Which of these measures would our critics desire to repeal? In
the Public Works program 750,000.bread earners are directly employed, and
as many ﬁore indirectly. In the matter of the Civilian Conservation Corps
300,000 of our young men, who otherwise wéuld be idle in the streets drift-
ing,fpefhaps, from unemployment to various forms of deprcdation, wandering
from coast to coast, or being branded as vagrants in their hopeiess search
for Wérk, have been gathered together in the conservation camps where they
have received instruction, and food, and have had opportunity to build up
their héalth and their‘bodies, and have been put to work in preserving the
natural resources of our country.

Despite its confessed defects, ﬁhich are in process of being rem-
edied, the so-called N, R. A. has found new places for four million men
aﬁd women, and on the first day of August, 1934, industrial wage earners
were receiving seventy-two million dollars per week more than at the close
7f the last administration. Collective bargaining has been recognized, im-
provement in wcfking conditions has kept pace with the rise in wages, the
sweat shop has been outlawed and child labor has been abolished. Business

failures have been cut in half, and, under the present administration, have
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reached the lowest level in twenty years.

The farm income for 1934 will exceed that of 1932 by one billion
six hundred million dollars; and over four hundred thousand farm ﬁome-
steads have been saved from foreclosure, The banking structure has been so
revitalized that the people of our country have no cencern as to the safety
of their deposits. Secret‘security affiliates, formerly connected with the
banks of our country, have been abolished so that it is no longer possible
to gamble with the funds of the depositorsy Stock market regulations have
been established which protect the public in connection with sales litera-
ture which now, under penalty of the law, must state not only the truth,
but the whole truth and nothing but the truth, in connection with securi-
ties offered to "the public for sale.

The Home Owners Loam Act has alrcady prevented over nine hundred
and tpirty thousand foreclosures, The‘credit of the government has been
50 strengthened that govermment bonds, which in January 1933 were selling
at eighty-three cents on a dollar, are now selling above par.

This is but a brief and fleeting recital of the tremendous work
being carried on at Washington in behalf of our people. There are critics
who either do not understand, or will not understand, what is going on
and who affect to believe that the go%ernmant is in the hands of inexper-
ienced people and irresponsible doctrinaires. I shall not pause to dis-
cuss so manifest an absurdity, but I do callrattention to the fact that
no longer can it be charged that tle government at Washington is in the
hands of selfish interests, or that it is controlled from great financial
centers, or that any ulterior purpose is being served by it.

But there are some who will tell you that our rights have been lost.
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What rights they refer to, it would be difficult to enumerate. Are our
people not permitted to hold public mecetings? Can they not criticize their
government to their hearts' content? Cannot the press of the country Say
anything it wants to say about the conduct of public affairs? Whaf right
has been lost unless it be the right to begz in the public streets for the

food necessary to sustain the wife and the children at home?

There are thosc who beclieve, or affect to believe, that the Constitu-
rion is in serious peril, and that thc policies of the administration run
contrary to this great document. Let mc remind you that every new power
entrusted to the President has been conferred by the people, acting thronzh
their duly Qlectéd repr:sentatives, and muét be and will be exercised with-
iﬁ the terms and the spirit of the organic law, The Congress has neither
abdicated nor shirked its rights or 1ts dutbies; it has functioned patrioti-
cally and efficicntly to mcct a naotional crisis.

If it were true, as somec pcrsons affect.to believe, that the Congress
by its recent legislation has created a dictatorship, my duties as law
officer, sworn to uphold the Constitution, would be arduous indeed. But we
have nothing of the kind. The long s%ory of dictatorships from those of the
early Roman Republic to‘the present time, offers no single historical
parallel, With us there has been no usurpation of power, no substitution of
the Executive will for the national will; no resort to force or fear; no
repression of dissenting thought or criticiszm; no pretensions to omniscicnze
or omnipotence. dew laws and new povers! Yes,.but they march with the
sense of Jusitice and the necds of our cormon country., They rest on cstat-

lished and traditional sanctions, This philosophy of "Govermment in act n"
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is bascd upon traditions and idcals fundamental in Americanism; leadcr-
ship, justice, moderation, cooperation, unity, confidence, faith, enthusidsm,
These concepis are as old as America, as old as thc basic idca of dcmocracy cnd
by them we . shall find our way back,

The constitutional difficulties inhcront in the rocent legisla-
tion, I think, are grossly mognified. Our furdamental law is faced with
no unusual stress or strain., During the world war, wc put it to a far
morc radical test in emergency laws like thgso relating to Selective Ser-
vicc, Espionage; the War Industries Board, the Food Administration, the
Control of Railrbads, Industrial Mobilization, end thc like. Now, as them,
we face a wer - a war o win back prosperity. Then, as now, the Constitu-
tion met the test and marched with tho needs of the time, Conditions ard
public opinion change from era to anotheér; and so does judicial interpre-
tation, As President Wilson once said "The Constitution is no mere lawyer's
document, buf the whols of thc Nation's life." It is this very flexibility
which has permitted the Constitution to withstand strain and to endure.
What is going forward is not, therefeore, n violation but rather 2 vindica-

fion of our form of constitutional government.
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In the cases which have thus far been passed upon by the Courts,
no constitutional defects have been found in any essential measure connected
~ with the New Deal.

No thoughtful or unprejudiced student of our judicial history can
fail to be impressed by the recuvrring periods since the comstitution was
adopted, during which‘many enminent men viewed with alam, and I may add
with needless alamm, the enactments and proceedings of the Congress.

In 1791, when the first act in connection with the National Banking
lav was under consideration, the country was presented with a measure which
c&nstituted a gréater departufe from customary practices than the National
Industrial Recovery Aé%, and the Agriculturcl Adjustment Lcet, of 1833, or
any of* the other recent emergency enactments. It is interesting to note
that when the bank bill of 1781 was adopted inm the Housc of Representatives,
James Madison made the principal speech in opposition, amphatically contiend-
ing that the measﬁre vas uncoﬁstitutidn&l and not tithin the intendment of
that document, The measure passcd botﬁ houses and vas eventually signed dy
the President and its constitution&lity vvas sustaincd by the Supreme Court
in the case of McCullough v. Meryland in 1816,

Those who feor, or affect to fcar, that fho Constitution is in scrious
peril should pausc to reflcet thet Mr. Chicf Justice Hughes, and the
Associatc Justices of the Supreme Court of the United Stotes, have the last
word upon this subject and if the prophcts of ovil cnd disastor shov a lack
of confidcmece in the wisdom of that Court, I have no hesitancy in asscritiny;

Tinc.
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Let me say by way of comfort to the timid, vho may be disturbed or
bewildered by the outcries which arise from interested sourées: Be of
good cheer, the Supreme Court of the United States is not likely to place
the seal of its approval upon unconstitutional measures; and the integrity
of the Constitution is entirely safe in the hands of the Federal Judiciary.
Novs, perhaps you will permit me & personal word. I have enjoyed
the high privilege of wo%king 1vith end for the President of the United States
under circumstances iwwhich have given me & rather intimate knowledge of that
has been going forvard. Anerica is fortunate in her leader vhose visdom and
courage, and bouyancy of spirit have brought hope and confidence to our people.
So desperate was the situation trhen he took office that I undertake to say
thet not one statesman in a thousand could have met the test successfully.
Through,politieal genius, or however you explain it, President Reoscvelt
scized the tragic hour and turned it into a nationa; triumphe. ’ His superb
courage, and rarc insight, united a wavering peoplce vwith‘bravo heart he
carrics the heavy burdens of his great office. He loves and serves the
poople of Amcrica. The neople of America, God Bless them, love and trust
hine. Ict us nof fail him in the least degree. Let us sond him such an
inspiring message of faith amd friendship thet even grecter strongth will

be given to him to carry on the great task he has undertakcen.

P T
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