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Dear Mr. Skitol:

This letter responds to your request on behalf of VITA, an international trade association,
and its standards development subcommittee, VSO, for a business review letter from the
Department of Justice pursuant to our Business Review Procedure, 28 C.F.R. § 50.6. You have
requested a statement of the Department’s antitrust enforcement intentions with respect to a
proposed patent policy designed to ensure that participants in the VSO standard-setting process
disclose patents that are essential to implement a new standard and declare the most restrictive
licensing terms that will be required to license any such patents.

L VITA and VSO

VITA is a non-profit standards development organization (“SDO”) accredited by the
American National Standards Institute (“AN SI”). VITA is comprised of developers, vendors,
and users of real-time modular embedded computing systems originally based on the VMEbus
computer architecture.! This architecture enables engineers to design application-specific

' Abus is generally defined as a data path within a computer system. VME stands for
VERSAmodule Eurocard, a bus system first developed in 1981 that “would be microprocessor
independent, easily upgraded from 16 to 32-bit data paths, implement a reliable mechanical standard and
allow independent inventors to build compatible products.” VITA, VME Technology FAQ,



