December 15, 2009

Legal Policy Section

Antitrust Division

U.S. Department of Justice

450 5th Street, NW. Suite 11700

Washington, DC 20001

To Whom It May Concern:

I have recently learned of the upcoming agricultural public workshops to be held by the Department of Justice and the Department of Agriculture. As a farmer, I’d like to submit a statement for your consideration and to be included in the public record.
I’m a sixth-generation farmer. I farm with my brother and dad in Rippey, Iowa. My family has witnessed many changes over the years, the biggest being biotech seed, which has increased crop yields and decreased pesticide use. Private research has also increased the rate of new development and has helped the farmer.

Each year, I rely on three to four different brands of seed, all with biotech traits. I make these selections based on my observations of their performance during the previous year, as well as yield monitors and field maps. Some traits respond better to certain types of ground, environments and conditions. The price of the seed also sometimes makes a difference in my decision.
I feel that there are plenty of seed choices and brands out there. I can choose from between fifteen to twenty brands in my area. The prices of the brands I choose are really variable, sometimes ranging from ten to 100 dollars a bag. I think this shows that there is a price competition going on between the seed companies. From my experience, I believe that higher-priced seed usually gives a better performance. I buy based on how a seed performs, not on a lower price.
I’m satisfied with the seed choices that are out there and hope you take my statement into consideration.

Thank you,

Andy Riley

2225 305th St.
Rippey, IA 50235

