December 15, 2009

Legal Policy Section

Antitrust Division

U.S. Department of Justice

450 5th Street, NW. Suite 11700

Washington, DC 20001
To Whom It May Concern:
In regards to the upcoming agricultural public workshops to be held by the Department of Justice and the Department of Agriculture I would like to take a few moments to express my views and opinions on some of the matters that affect the farming industry in my area. 
I am a grain and agronomy specialist in Ag Retail for a privately owned company who, after 102 years in business, has six retail outlets in North Dakota.  We provide farmers with different seeds, fertilizers, chemicals and other tools to help them meet their needs.
There have been many changes in the agriculture community since the biotech seed was introduced.  Prior to the biotech seed, there were no advancements in genetics, which is more important than ever.  The yield curve is based on genetics more-so than traits.  The innovation possibilities continue to increase.  

There are more seed choices available to farmers now than there were ten years ago, and over-all yield, in addition to the quality of product, determines the bottom line.  Most of the decisions farmers have to make are largely based on financials which keeps the competition active within the seed companies.  And while seed companies offer different pricing on seed choices, they try to sell on value more than price.  Between the different regional seed companies, as well as Pioneer, Monsanto, Syngenta to name a few, there is plenty of competition in the seed business.  Most farmers grow two to three brands of seeds on their farms, and not less than 99% of the seeds they plant have biotech traits in them.

Many factors go into the seed purchasing decisions for farmers.  Seed decision is the biggest on a farm and those decisions are based on performance, past experience, relationship to the dealer and price.  The value of service, performance of seed and production of yield often times outweighs price only.  On-farm trials play a significant role in seed decision, as does yield mapping, however public trials, like those at universities, often release data too late to contribute to the decision making process, so they are not usually a big factor.  
Farming operations have changed since the introduction of biotech seed traits because of reduced tillage and less chemical use, which saves time, fuel and money, yet yield stability has increased.  So it is safe to say that with the increased revenue in seed companies, they have been continuing to increase research and help farmers find the most effective, high yield, low maintenance decisions and plan for their farm.  In any capacity it is important to remember that the farmer has a choice.  No one makes a decision for him.

Thank you for allow my comments to be considered for the public comment period.

Sincerely,

Ola Andersson

Arthur Companies

429 Main Street
Arthur, ND 58006

