December 21, 2009
Supplemental Letter to Mark B. Tobey

Special Counsel for State Relations and Agriculture

Department of Justice

950 Pennsylvania Avenue, NW

Washington, DC 20530

Dear Mr. Tobey,

I would like to give you a few examples of this concentration of power by the giant and/or multi-national corporations and how it has become a limiting factor in our local economy, even to the point of being a death blow.

· Feed – we no longer can have our locally grown feed processed here due to the many multifaceted regulations, rules and patents.  We can no longer purchase whole cottonseed from the gin to feed our beef cows due to seed patents.  There is still one merchant some 80 miles away that we can purchase limited bulk feed rations.  These are ½ to 1/3 the cost of the rations that are trucked into town from the large corporations.  Therefore we now have to export all of our raw products out and import our feed rations in due to the concentration situations.

· Seed – we use to raise some seed crops; such as wheat hay grazer, cotton, etc. for some local seed dealers.  They have all went out of business due to seed patents.  We can no longer get pure seed to plant.  Some farmers wish to produce their own seed and can no longer due so.
· Livestock – we no longer have any livestock slaughter and processing facilities due to this concentration of power.  This has limited our marketing options.  The threat of NAIS has only compounded the situations.
· Grocery – we now have one instead of eight.

· Gasoline Stations – we have none left out of over twenty.

· Implement dealers – none out of six.

· Healthcare – one struggling hospital and a lack of medical professionals to met the community’s needs.

Now convince me that this concentration of power is good for our economy!

Sincerely,

Phillip M. Box

