December 15, 2009

Legal Policy Section

Antitrust Division

U.S. Department of Justice

450 5th Street, NW. Suite 11700

Washington, DC 20001

Dear Sir or Madam:
In 1950 my father became a partner in a small hog production farm.  Today, my three brothers and I, along with our wives, run a 2000 acre farm that raises and markets purebred seed stock and show pigs throughout the country.

In my opinion, the advent of biotech seed traits, such as Roundup, have accelerated farming operations significantly.  Farmers in this area were quick to adapt the technology and quick to adopt the biotech seeds that offer rootworm control.

I believe there are more seed choices, in terms of traits, than there were a decade ago.  While the choices of seed genetics are similar and the number of independent companies has declined, I still believe there are a decent amount of choices available to farmers.

There isn’t as much price competition for farmers’ business as I’d like to see, and there are fewer independent companies, a trend which will likely accelerate.  I choose seed from two distinctly different companies, Monsanto and Pioneer because of the different approach in the products they deliver.  I’d like to see more real competition on price, and I dislike tech fees, but the private research is the engine that drives the whole progression.  Without a doubt, if it weren’t paying off, farmers wouldn’t have adopted the technologies that it offers.
Price makes a difference in traits in seed choices, but loyalty to a supplier is important to me.  I rely on yield maps, observed agronomic traits and the recommendation of a trusted supplier.
Sometimes farmers choose to buy a more expensive seed based on the hopes and anticipation the seed will perform better.  Because of new seed technologies, farms are easier to manage now, and herbicide costs are being cut significantly, while we are using fewer insecticides and pesticides, which is obviously better for the environment and worker safety.  Fuel costs have also been cut because of no-till and less herbicide spraying.  Yields in our area have increased in recent years, though I’m not sure if it’s the newer seed technologies or the Good Lord.  I do think farming operations have advantages these days that they didn’t always have.
I believe the federal government’s role should be to foster a climate of competition and innovation, but allow the private industry do what it does best, research and bringing new innovations to the market.

I truly appreciate your time and consideration of my opinions and views, and hope the upcoming workshops focus on what is best for farmers and their products.

Sincerely,

David Rodibaugh
3053 W 725 S
Rensselaer, IN 47978

