December 15, 2009

Legal Policy Section

Antitrust Division

U.S. Department of Justice

450 5th Street, NW. Suite 11700

Washington, DC 20001

To whom it may concern:

I would like to take the opportunity to introduce my opinion before the public workshops by the Department of Justice and USDA are held on competition in the agricultural sector.

I am a seed technology advisor in Center Junction, Iowa, where I farm 800 acres.  In addition, I provide other farmers with seed from corn to soybeans to alfalfa.  Having grown up in Indiana, I graduated from Purdue University with a degree in Ag Business before moving to Iowa.

I have been farming since 1989 and have seen many changes and shifts in the agriculture sector, as well as the pace of innovation to the agriculture community since the introduction of the biotech seed.  One change in particular that stands out is the tremendous increases in yields, which to most farmers determines the bottom line.

These days there are more and more seed choices for farmers to choose from, and with the different seed companies vying for farmers’ business, the competition has increased and is very active.  In my area alone, farmers can choose from nearly twenty seed brands, some offering six to seven technological traits.  Most farmers plant approximately three brands of seed on their farms each year, which also helps keep the competition fully in tact.

Farmers have many decisions to make when they plan their crop and many influences play a roll in their seed choice.  Price, for example, is important to some (a bag of corn in my area can cost a farmer $160-$350, while soybeans cost $26-$36), public trials by Iowa State University can play a significant roll in decision making, as well as technological tools like GPS and yield monitors. However, most farmers in my area make their choices based on seed performance.  The farmers need to know that the seeds they plant will perform and meet or exceed his expectations and contribute to a higher yield, which naturally leads to a higher financial return for the farm.
From my experience, the performance of the biotech seeds far exceed any other aspect, as they not only increase yields, but they reduce fuel and pesticide use because the traits are already in the seed to help fight against insects and disease.  Farmers are spraying and plowing less and increasing the overall financial output of their farms.

In addition, the seed innovations brought on by private investment are much stronger than public programs, mostly because of the use of intellectual property rights in seed and biotech traits.  In doing so, the private investments and innovation in seed genetics has and will continue to provide farmers with better tools they need to compete on the local, national and international level.

I appreciate the opportunity to express my opinion in this matter, and I hope you consider my statements and views in the public record.
Sincerely,

Todd Husmann

13068 Hwy 38

Center Junction, IA 52212

