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Technology developed by the agricultural industry allows producers to feed more people, with less land and chemicals, than ever before.  Also more than ever, agricultural producers have access to  tools and technology needed to operate successful farms, produce quality products, and conserve our natural resources.  
The current market-system, coupled with cost-share programs, risk protection programs, and technical assistance, enables farmers to successfully adopt conservation-tillage systems that provide ecosystem services and result in environmental benefits. According to the Conservation Technology Information Center’s (CTIC) National Crop Residue Management Survey, producers managed more than 112 million acres  under conservation tillage systems in 2004.  Conservation tillage systems replace high-soil disturbance tillage tools with conservation tillage tools (that minimally disturb the  soil and leave more crop residue on the surface). No-till farming, in which the soil is undisturbed except for placing the seed into a narrow slot seedbed, is the form of conservation tillage that results in the greatest environmental benefits. These benefits include reduced erosion, increased soil organic matter, fewer nutrients leaving the field and entering waterways, reduced greenhouse gas emissions (through less equipment and fuel use) and increased wildlife habitat. 
By increasing yields, making pest control simpler and more effective, and facilitating the adoption of no-till or conservation tillage, agricultural technology contributes significantly to agricultural sustainability.  The benefits accrue in the improved soil, air and water resources.  
