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Comment Regarding Agriculture and Antitrust Enforcement Issues in Our 21st Century Economy

As a teacher, chef, and food and wine writer who lives in rural Virginia and avidly believes in the critical importance to human health of access to fresh, local foods, I am writing to commend the Antitrust Division for undertaking workshops on food concentration because I am concerned about consolidation of corporate power in the food and agricultural sectors in the United States and the impact this consolidation has had and is having with regard to the health of the American people as well as the economic health of agricultural communities across this country.  

Nutritional value is my primary link between access to fresh, local foods and good, better, or improved human health (less chronic disease, including juvenile and adult diabetes, for example), and I would like to see more Americans, rich and poor, urban and rural, have more access to more fresh, local foods, which consolidation of corporate power in the food and agricultural sectors makes difficult. However, I am also concerned about food safety and the threat to human health posed by the way large corporations in the United States centralize food production and processing, primarily meat production and processing.   

I thank you for this opportunity to comment.

Kit Johnston
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