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COMMENTS REGARDING ARICULTURE AND ANTITRUST ENFORCMENT ISSUES IN OUR 21ST CENTURY ECONOMY

I am a public health advocate who has devoted most of my professional career to trying to change the eating patterns of the 60 years of age population in community dining centers as well as thousands of senior citizens who received Meal on Wheels in their home.  These seniors are trapped in their home due to debilitating chronic illnesses that have been brought on by years and years of improper and unavailable  wholesome healthy food.  

I am deeply concerned about corporate consolidation in the agricultural, processing, and supermarket sectors, as I see its repercussions everyday in my work with my clients and their families.

The profit structure and incentives of large corporations are distinctly misaligned with positive nutritional and health objectives.  As food and agricultural corporations have grown and consolidated, their lobbies have become ever more powerful, ultimately influencing every aspect of US agriculture policy – with consequences that are entirely detrimental to public health.  It makes my blood boil that my tax dollars subsidize the production of corn syrup, for example, which is significantly contributing to the obesity crisis through all age categories in American and which also is requiring even more of my tax dollars to address.
Additional, while I dot consider myself a strong environmentalist, I feel very strongly about climate change.
The carbon food print of our well-traveled food (1500 miles from farm to plate, on average) is enormous, and seems like an inevitable byproduct of corporate concentration – large corporations will always want to centralize production to create efficient economies of scale.  There are certainly real benefits to efficiency and centralization in some sectors of the economy. But transporting tomatoes or beef or milk across the country –when much of it could be done just as well and efficient more regionally – does not make sense.

Our food supply is not safe. Through my professional awareness, I firmly believe that it is just a matter of time before a major outbreak of a food-borne illness hits. I feel completely powerless here.  I can choose to grow my own (which I started for the first time this summer, but I am a working woman with a long commute!) and have chosen to try and frequent local farmers markets; however the cost is quite high just to be decent, nutrient rich food.  There should be a law against not having access to healthy foods. But it not just about me and my husband, it is about every American having access to healthy, reasonably cost food., locally and without corporate control and manipulation of prices.  Thank you for the opportunity to express my concern on this issue.  I look forward to following this investigation in the coming year.
Bertha A Hurd
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