Dec. 25, 09
Legal Policy Section

Antitrust Division

U.S. Department of Justice

450 5th Street, NW. Suite 11700

Washington, DC 20001

To Whom It May Concern:
I am a farmer with land that spans several thousand acres in western Tennessee and eastern Arkansas. My crops include cotton, soybeans, wheat, and corn. In addition to farming, I serve on several local and state agricultural boards and have extensive experience in technology adoption. 

It is in this capacity that I am submitting this formal statement to be included in the record in relation to the public workshops on competition in the agricultural sector to be convened by the Departments of Justice and Agriculture in early 2010.

This family farm has been in my family for three generations, and my four brothers and I have been farming for over 35 years.  We have seen much during this time, the most significant of which have been innovations that have resulted from the introduction of biotech seed. Since then, the number of seed choices has exploded, especially in the past ten years. Every company is catching up, but Monsanto in particular is sharing traits with licensing.
In choosing between the wide varieties of seeds available, I first consider the yield of the potential crop. Then I think about genetics and what it controls. I also look at resistance and regional adaptability. Finally, I consider the control of insects. 
Through this process, I have found that one pays for both confidence and comfort in the seed. In other words, it’s not necessarily about competition in price as it is in quality. There are many brands available in my region—Delta King, DEKALB, Asgrow, and Pioneer, to name a few.  The prices of these often vary considerably. Soybeans typically range from $25 to $45, while corn can go from $185 to over $245, depending on the traits. Some types are quite expensive. 
Farmers are often willing to pay high prices for seed, probably desiring a name brand with higher quality and genetic layers. We purchase for potential performance, and the seed companies realize this. I personally have considered package prices and the potential discounts that can result when grouping products. 
I typically plant three different brands of corn seed and four varying brands of soybeans each season. Most have biotech traits, but a few do not, as I often rotate in order to prevent resistance. 

Farms and crops have gotten bigger and better with the introduction of biotech seeds. Yields are up, and the use of fuel and pesticides are down. We farmers have benefited greatly from these technological advancements.
I appreciate your call for public comment and hope that you will take my views under advisement. Thank you for your time.
Sincerely,

Kenneth Ray Sneed

1884 Wilkinsville Rd
Drummonds, TN 38023

