December 15, 2009

Legal Policy Section

Antitrust Division

U.S. Department of Justice

450 5th Street, NW. Suite 11700

Washington, DC 20001
Dear Sir or Madam,

This letter will serve as my public comment on the agricultural sector competition public workshops. 

I started farming in the mid-1990s. My brother helps me and is an important part of the operation. Biotech seed has improved our farming. One way is through more seed choices. We’ve got Garst, Pioneer, Cropland, Asgrow, Dekalb. There’s a lot of seed out there.
I plant two brands of biotech seed each year and have noticed a lot of price competition between the seed companies. A lot of the companies are trying to sell on price, but I don’t dwell on that. I want to pick the best hybrid for the locations that I have. I don’t shop strictly on price, though. I buy on need. I look for yield. Yield comes through a lot of the technology that is available. I look at the technologies for different places. In some places they benefit me, in others they don’t. I factor in the technologies, but I also look at the location, cropping history, and the type of ground. I don’t generally compare the varieties at different price points. I usually put in a test plot and look at the trial results from my farm and other places, as well as yield monitors. 
A lot of farmers buy more expensive seed even though there are cheaper brands out there. They hope to recoup the extra costs through benefits and yield. You could probably pick up seed corn for $100 to $300 a bag. If you wanted to shop on price, you could all the seeds you wanted for $100 a bag. But you’ll get hurt on yield in the end. All the major companies have good hybrids, and it’s just what fits. I’ve switched companies in order to get a better price. I’ve also paid more for seed in hopes of getting a better yield. 

Biotech seed has given farmers a lot more options. I think that’s why there are so many more seed companies. The technology is out there. Everybody has their own technology and you have to see what works for you. My fuel use has dropped, but some of that is from personal farming practices like no-tilling and strip-tilling. Biotech seed has allowed me to go more no-till.

Pesticide use is down dramatically. Yield has gone up. We’re coming off of a year that’s hard to say, but I’ve had tremendous yields this year. But I’m not sure if it’s from all the technology I used, or it was just a good corn growing year. 
I’m a big supporter of these technologies, so I’m also a big supporter of the private sector. Private investment heavily outweighs public programs. It is so much further ahead than any university. If we didn’t have private investment, the development of these traits would be a lot further down the road. We have to protect these companies. Otherwise there is no incentive for them to invest the dollars into the innovations. If somebody’s willing to invest the time and dollars into new traits and technologies, then it should be protected. If you don’t protect intellectual property rights, why would a company invest dollars that they do for new technology if everybody gets it? If you don’t protect those, we’re not going to have the new traits and technologies coming because the dollars will not be invested in it.
Thank you for allowing me to share my views. 

Sincerely,

Greg Ebert

1792 80th Ave.
Kinsley, KS 67547
